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Go Make Disciples

Archdiocesan Development Fund supports vision to  
“Go Make Disciples”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

In October of last year, Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley announced 
“Go Make Disciples” as the vision 
statement of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. 

Simple and recognizable from 
Scripture, the vision to “Go Make 
Disciples” is both an invitation 
to come to know and love Jesus 
ever more fully and a challenge to 
share Him with others.

“We must be clear that the call 
to holiness is not a license to 
indulge in a privatized and indi-
vidualistic spirituality,” Archbish-
op Coakley wrote in his pastoral 
letter to announce the vision. “On 
the contrary, it is a radical call to 
communion. Living our faith from 
the heart of the Church, living as 
disciples of Jesus and sharing in 
the very life and love of the Holy 
Trinity, moves us to serve the 
needs of others, as Christ served.”

The various offi ces of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City offer a 
variety of programs and services 
that are designed to enable you 
to confi dently identify yourself 
as a missionary disciple of Jesus 
Christ in an increasingly secular 
world.

A few examples: We support 
parishes and schools in prepar-
ing you to receive Christ in the 
sacraments; we offer a variety of 
weeknight Christian formation 
programs; and we provide litur-
gical training and support to the 
parishes throughout the liturgical 
year.  We provide you with oppor-
tunities to worship with other                                                                                                                                    
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of Church 
and archdiocesan news and 
events, only on www.sooner-
catholic.com:

 Archbishop Paul Coakley 
will pray Vespers at 4 p.m. 
Feb. 2 in the Saint Francis de 
Sales Chapel of the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in observation 
of the World Day of Prayer 
Celebrating Consecrated 
Life. All of the faithful are in-
vited to join him to honor the 
consecrated religious of the 
archdiocese.

Saint John Nepomuk 
Church in Yukon will host 
an archdiocesan-wide Day of 
Study and  Refl ection on 
“Evangelii Gaudium,” Pope 
Francis’ fi rst apostolic exhor-
tation, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
pm. Saturday, Feb. 22. Learn 
more and register at www.
soonercatholic.com.

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Summer Camp has 
opened registration. Down-
load the registration form 
from www.archokc.org under 
the Youth and Young Adult 
Offi ce or register over the 
phone and pay with a credit 
card. 

In Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic high school news, se-
nior Mitch Malherbe signed 
a letter of intent to play 
baseball at Barton Communi-
ty College in Great Bend, Kan. 
Details of at soonercatholic.
com.

In Mount Saint Mary Cath-
olic high school news, two 
robotics teams qualifi ed for 
the state competition, the 
art portfolios of Abby Mar-
tinez and Kelsie Kent have 
been selected for the second 
round of portfolio judging for 
the Regional Scholastic Arts 
Competition and Nia Per-
sonette was honored as the 
Central Regional Report Win-
ner of the Invest Ed Students 
Tracking & Researching the 
Stock Market (STARS) fi nan-
cial education project. More 
MSM news online.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Jan. 27 – Episcopal Ordination of Reverend Msgr. Michael Sis as Bishop of Diocese of San Angelo, San Angelo, 
Tex.
Jan. 28 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Sacred Heart School, El Reno
Jan. 29 – Episcopal Ordination of Reverend Msgr. Michael Olson as Bishop of Diocese of Fort Worth, Fort 
Worth, Tex.
Jan. 30 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King School
Jan. 30 – Personnel Board, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 1 – TET Mass and Celebration, 10 a.m., Saint Andrew Dung-Lac Church
Feb. 2 – TET Mass and Celebration, 11:45 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Feb. 2 – Vespers for World Day of Prayer Celebrating Consecrated Life, 4 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, 
Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 3 – 8 – Catholic Relief Services Delegation to the Philippines

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

When I accepted my appointment to serve as Chair 
of the Catholic Relief Services Board of Directors, I 
recognized the importance of providing occasional re-
ports to the people of the Archdiocese regarding these 
duties, especially when they take me abroad on CRS 
work.  CRS carries out the commitment of the U.S. 
bishops on behalf of Catholics in the United States to 
assist the poor and vulnerable overseas.  From this 
perspective, I act as your ambassador to demonstrate 
our solidarity and support for our suffering brothers 
and sisters in more than 90 countries around the 
world.  

Many of the places where CRS serves are hard to 
access and life in those places is often unpredictable.  
My recent trip as part of a small CRS delegation to 
the Middle East demonstrated this reality in spades.  
Shortly before our scheduled departure to Lebanon 
we were advised to forgo this stop because of current 
security issues in that country.  As I was departing 
from Oklahoma City to begin the abbreviated itinerary 
in Jordan, mechanical problems caused a travel com-
plication which eliminated that part of the itinerary as 
well, at least for me. That left the Holy Land.  

The Holy Land is a land sacred to Jews, Christians 
and Muslims.  But it is also a violent land that yearns 
for a just peace.  One of the important reasons for 
travelling to the Holy Land at this time was to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of CRS’ service in that part 
of the world.  It has actually been 52 years, but, as I 
said, life in some parts of the world is often compli-
cated by circumstances beyond our control, so we 
were celebrating 50 years a couple of years late.  We 
had two celebrations, one in Jerusalem and one in 
Ramallah, the commercial center of the West Bank.  
We marked the Jerusalem celebration with a Mass 
and reception attended by many of our CRS staff, 
partners and special guests. The principal celebrant 
of the Mass was the Latin Patriarch, His Beatitude 
Patriarch Foad Twal. The principal concelebrants 
included Archbishop Giuseppe Lazzarotto, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Israel and Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem 
and Palestine.  

The journey was part pilgrimage and part human-
itarian visit.  After arriving in Jerusalem, we made 
time to pray and celebrate Masses daily at sacred 
sites such as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and on the Via 
Dolorosa at the Church of the Flagellation.  It is a 
powerfully moving experience for any Christian to 
walk the paths that Jesus and the Apostles walked 
and to witness the historical and living continuity 
with the Christian community that still fl ourishes 
there today, though under increasing political pres-
sures and economic hardships that make life very 
diffi cult.

The native Christians of the Holy Land are Pales-
tinian.  As such, they suffer under many of the same 
hardships that their Muslim brothers and sisters en-
dure in the West Bank and Gaza where most live.  Life 
for Palestinians in the Holy Land is marked by very 
high unemployment, exacerbated by a lack of freedom 
of movement, which often separates families from 
one another and farmers from their fi elds and fl ocks.  
There is little opportunity for economic development.  
This is particularly evident in Bethlehem which has 

become a walled city.  As 
one approaches the “Little 
Town of Bethlehem” it 
looks like the approach 
to a maximum security 
prison, complete with 30 
foot high walls, razor wire 
and armed checkpoints.  
Hebron, the site of the 
ancient Herodian Tomb of 
the Patriarchs, is also a 
divided city, where life is 
complicated by the security zones that prohibit free 
movement and the encroaching Jewish settlements, 
which are so evident throughout the occupied West 
Bank.  

Historically, Gaza is a strategically important city on 
the Mediterranean coast.  We visited the local parish 
called Holy Family.  Its sanctuary is decorated by a 
mural depicting the Flight into Egypt because tradi-
tion holds that the Holy Family would have passed 
through Gaza as they fl ed Herod’s murderous attempt 
on the life of the child Jesus.  CRS supports the 
works of the parish among its many other projects in 
Gaza.  

In the Gaza Strip we encountered conditions which 
are far worse than anything I had imagined.  In a land 
just 25 miles long and fi ve miles wide there are more 
than 1.8 million inhabitants crowded together and 
living under very harsh inhuman conditions.  More 
than 50 percent are considered refugees because they 
were relocated there during the partition of Palestine 
in 1948 that created the State of Israel.  The weapon-
ized security zone that surrounds Gaza and the gun-
boats that patrol the shore certainly contribute to the 
sense of a battle zone.  There is certainly no freedom 
of movement in and out of Gaza.  Some of the CRS 
staff members in Gaza who were given permission to 
attend the 50th anniversary celebration in Jerusalem 
were leaving Gaza for the fi rst time in their lives! As 
we were visiting a beautiful home for severely disabled 
children operated by the Missionaries of Charity and 
supported by CRS, one of the sisters directed my at-
tention to a dull buzzing sound overhead.  “Those are 
the drones,” she observed matter-of-factly.  

Gaza is a desperately overcrowded strip of land that 
lacks even reliable power to run its sewage treatment 
plants.  The generators are shut down several hours 
each day because of a lack of fuel to operate them.  
This results in raw sewage being pumped into the 
once pristine waters of the Mediterranean Sea.  We 
smelled it long before we saw it.  It is truly a humani-
tarian and ecological disaster.  

Amidst these diffi cult circumstances, CRS works 
in a variety of ways to alleviate crushing poverty and 
provide food security, to provide small-scale economic 
development opportunities such as Fair Trade coop-
eratives, to encourage peace-building efforts and to 
provide direct support for the Christian communi-
ty.  As part of the universal mission of the Catholic 
Church, CRS works with Catholic institutions, as well 
as other organizations, to assist people on the basis of 
need, not creed, race or nationality.  If you would like 
more information on CRS work in the Holy Land or 
elsewhere, please visit crs.org. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Six days in the Holy Land with CRS
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Offi ce of Communications publicizes archdiocesan vision, secures press 
coverage, launches new media and grows online audience

The Offi ce of Communications exists to en-
sure that the community at large and the Cath-
olic faithful in particular receive the informa-
tion they need to understand and participate 
fully in the life of the Church in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. 

To fulfi ll that purpose, the communications 
staff spearheads archdiocesan social media 
efforts, manages the archdiocesan website, and 
produces and distributes the biweekly archdi-
ocesan newspaper, the Sooner Catholic.  

The communications director also represents 
the archbishop and Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City to the media by preparing and distribut-
ing statements and other resources, arranging 
interviews, organizing press conferences, re-
sponding to media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major archdiocesan events.

In 2013, the Offi ce of Communications 

launched archdiocesan Facebook and Twitter 
pages, including the Spanish Facebook page 
“Pizza con Padre.” Collectively, these pages 
reach more than 3,000 fans and followers. 
The team launched a weekly Sooner Catho-
lic enewsletter, as well; that weekly email has 
already attracted more than 2,100 subscrib-
ers. From 2012 to 2013, visits to the website 
– www.archokc.org – increased 60.81 percent, 
unique visitors increased by 71.28 percent and 
page views increased by 34.61 percent.

Also in 2013, the team renewed its affi liation 
and involvement with the Catholic Press Asso-
ciation, grew the Sooner Catholic stable of free-
lance writers and pitched numerous stories to 
the secular press. Local, regional and national 
news outlets featured Archbishop Coakley and 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in news re-
ports more than 50 different times.

Plus, the communications staff produced 
Archbishop Paul Coakley’s pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples,” and distributed it to more 
than 45,000 households. A booklet form of the 
letter is available to order, and a video summa-
ry is online at http://archokc.org/about-us/
videos. For the next fi ve years, the communica-
tions offi ce will continue to publicize the vision 
statement “Go Make Disciples,” as well as any 
and all progress toward the archdiocesan pri-
orities and goals as they were laid out in Arch-
bishop Coakley’s letter.

The Offi ce of Communications seeks to 
expand and enhance its offerings yet again in 
2014, with the crucial goals of improving the 
functionality and readability of the website, 
launching an archdiocesan smart phone app 
and hosting live streaming television of archdi-
ocesan events.

New Evangelization offi ce forms Catholics as intentional disciples of Jesus Christ
The call for a New Evangelization is a re-

sponse to a rapidly changing world, in which 
rapid secularization has weakened or extin-
guished the faith of many baptized Catholics 
in the person and message of Jesus Christ.  
The Offi ce of New Evangelization exists to form 
Catholics as intentional disciples of Jesus 
Christ and to be equipped with practical tools 
to lead others to become his disciple.

The New Evangelization prioritizes leading 
the baptized Catholic who has not yet experi-
enced personal conversion into a conscious, 
living relationship with Jesus — or in other 
words, to become a disciple.  The New Evange-
lization supports them in the on-going entrust-
ment of their whole life to Jesus.  The Offi ce 
of New Evangelization seeks to equip parishes 
and individuals to be effective in their efforts 

to make disciples: by assisting Catholics to 
become conscious disciples of Jesus, to be 
formed by the Word of God and the teaching 
of the Church, to access God’s saving grace 
through the sacraments, to be part of a sup-
portive Christian community, and to discover 
their role in extending Christ’s mission in the 
world.

 RESULTS  2013 ADF APPEAL: A Special Thanks to all Supporters!
Direct Donations
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
Corpus Christi Church, OKC
Holy Angels Church, OKC
Immaculate Conception Church, OKC
Little Flower Church, OKC
Sacred Heart Church, OKC
St. Patrick Church, OKC
St. Andrew Dung Lac Church, OKC
St. Francis of Assisi Church, OKC
St. James the Greater Church, OKC
Holy Family, OKC
St. Joseph Church, Norman
St. Mark the Evangelist Church, Norman
St. Thomas University Parish, Norman
St. Andrew Church, Moore
St. Paul the Apostle Church, Del City
St. Philip Neri Church, Midwest City
Korean Martyrs Church, OKC
Our Lady of Lebanon, Norman
Christ the King Church, OKC
St. John the Baptist Church, Edmond
St. Monica Church, Edmond
St. Damien of Molokai Church, Edmond
St. Eugene Catholic Church, OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Church, OKC
Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Mustang
St. John Nepomuk Church, Yukon
Church of the Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
St. Benedict Church, Shawnee
Immaculate Conception Church, Seminole
St. Joseph Chapel, Wewoka
Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Chandler
St. Louis Church, Stroud
St. Wenceslaus Church, Prague
St. Michael Church, Meeker
St. Robert Bellarmine Church, Jones
St. Teresa of Avila Church, Harrah
St. Vincent De Paul Church, McLoud
Sacred Heart Church, Konowa
St. Mary Church, Wanette
St. Mary Church, Ardmore
St. Joseph Church, Ada
St. Francis Xavier Church, Sulphur
St. Catherine of Siena Church, Pauls Valley
St. Peter Church, Lindsay
Our Lady of Victory Church, Purcell
Holy Cross Church, Madill
Good Shepherd Church, Marietta
St. Patrick Church, Anadarko
St. Richard Church, Carnegie
Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Binger
Blessed Sacrament Church, Lawton
Holy Family Church, Lawton
St. Ann Church, Elgin
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Sterling
Mother of Sorrows Church, Apache
Holy Name of Jesus Church, Chickasha

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, Duncan
Immaculate Conception Church, Marlow
San Jose Church, Ryan
St. Patrick Church, Walters
Prince of Peace Church, Altus
St. Helen Church, Frederick
Sacred Heart Church, Mangum
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hobart
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Hollis
St. Eugene Church, Weatherford
Sacred Heart Church, Hinton
Blessed Sacrament Church, Thomas
St. Matthew Church, Elk City
Queen of All Saints Church, Sayre
St. Mary Church, Clinton
St. Ann Church, Cordell
St. Peter Church, Woodward
Sacred Heart Church, Mooreland
Holy Name Church, Shattuck
St. Joseph Church, Buffalo
St. Peter Church, Guymon
Sacred Heart Church, Hooker
Church of the Good Shepherd, Boise City
St. Frances Cabrini Church, Beaver
Sacred Heart Church, Alva
Our Mother of Mercy Church, Waynoka
St. Cornelius Church, Cherokee
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Okeene
St. Thomas Apostle Church, Seiling
St. Ann Church, Fairview
St. Francis Xavier Church, Enid
St. Gregory the Great Church, Enid
St. Michael Church, Goltry
St. Mary Church, Medford
St. Joseph Church, Pond Creek
St. Mary Assumption Church, Wakita
St. Joseph Church, Bison
St. Joseph Church, Hennessey
Church of St. Mary, Ponca City
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Newkirk
St. Joseph Church, Blackwell
St. Joseph Church, Tonkawa
St. Rose of Lima Church, Perry
Sacred Heart Church, Billings
Sacred Heart Church, El Reno
St. Joseph Church, Union City
Saints Peter & Paul Church, Kingfi sher
St. Rose of Lima Church, Watonga
Holy Trinity Church, Okarche
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Calumet
St. Mary Church, Guthrie
St. Margaret Mary Church, Crescent
** Largest Total Ever Received **
615  More Donors than Previous Year

$166,381.00
$89,259.63
$36,383.93
$9,941.00
$9,917.00
$11,252.89
$14,872.75
$24,094.40
$15,107.00
$39,245.00
$80,075.00
$73,161.50
$280.00
$41,081.00
$90,727.54
$68,490.00
$62,347.00
$27,021.00
$58,447.00
$2,535.00
Parish
$327,711.50
$378,599.06
$108,689.00
$1,772.00
$95,689.99
$75,472.00
$35,840.18
$97,009.50
$146,116.00
$37,445.00
$1,102.00
$1,025.00
$12,095.00
$4,744.00
$8,475.00
$4,250.00
$7,635.00
$25,707.00
$10,700.00
$4,040.00
$324.00
$36,384.00
$14,520.00
$4,790.00
$710.00
$8,030.00
$22,030.00
$10,459.00
$2,162.00
$4,270.00
$420.00
$2,450.00
$30,979.00
$59,062.72
$10,456.00
$8,126.00
$3,600.00
$24,818.00

$8,196.00

$3,995.00
$500.00
$1,100.00
$14,845.00
$2,697.00
$900.00
$4,670.00
$870.00
$22,297.00
$1,690.00
$3,525.00
$35,109.00
$2,489.00
$7,631.00
$250.00
$23,849.00
$1,195.00
$4,555.00
$700.00
$8,080.10
$385.00
$2,250.00
$400.00
$5,332.00
$1,375.00
$1,805.00
$24,537.00
$4,710.00
$4,620.00
$26,391.00
$19,994.50
$4,385.00
$12,300.00
$1,200.00
$4,815.00
$10,395.00
$15,836.00
$67,945.00
$3,806.50
$6,625.00
$8,340.00
$11,957.17
$2,450.00
$27,318.00
$20,079.99
$26,257.26
$4,635.00
$26,245.00
$11,470.00
$38,664.00
$6,570.00
$3,100,537.11 

175
249
82
84
176
49
355
616
93
179
206
281
1
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17
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23
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17
26
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35
17
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12
6
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96
35
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5
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34
26
9
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1
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7
6
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2
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7
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6
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8
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12
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6
15
5
7
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31
36
18
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4
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76
10
92
12
156
13
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                         continued from page 1
Catholics from across the archdiocese and sponsor events at 
which you can relate to others in your age group in an environ-
ment of faith. 

If you’re married and have a family, we offer seminars and re-
treats to strengthen you in that vocation. If you’re considering a 
call to the diaconate, priesthood or religious life, we’ll assist you 
as God cultivates you in that direction. If you’re unsure of your 
vocation, our trained spiritual directors can guide you in your 
discernment process. We also offer opportunities for retired 
adults.  

We even maintain a library of more than 18,000 books, DVDs 
and other educational items – all available for you to check out 
for free!

Of course, none of what we do would be possible without the 
generous support of our donors. The Archdiocesan Develop-
ment Fund exists to “develop the life of the archdiocese through 
ministry.” Donors to the ADF fund between 40 to 45 percent of 
the costs of maintaining the programs and ministries provided 
by the archdiocese. Fees, investments, bequests and parish as-
sessments fund the remainder of the archdiocesan budget.

When you pledge to donate $25, $100, $250, $500 or 
more to the ADF, you support the Church in her mission to 
“Go Make Disciples.” Your donation enables us to introduce 
Christ to those who do not know Him and to strengthen 
others in their relationship with Him. You also enable us 
to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world – to comfort the 
grieving, feed the hungry, teach the young and minister to 
those in need.

If you have already availed yourselves of our many archdiocesan programs and services, you know how 
meaningful and effective they are. If you haven’t, we encourage you to explore the possibilities today by 
browsing this issue of the Sooner Catholic or by visiting our website at www.archokc.org.

Will you please pledge $25, $100, $250, $500 or more to the ADF today so that you and the more 
than 120,000 Catholics of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City can continue to receive practical and 
spiritual support as you seek to live as disciples of Jesus Christ? If you’re unable to pledge any mon-
ey, will you please pray for the success of our appeal? In turn, we promise to listen to your needs, to 
seek to meet those needs and to pray for you on a continual basis.

Thank you in advance for your fi nancial and prayerful support!
In Christ,

Tom Maxwell
Archdiocesan Development Fund, Executive Director

Archdiocesan Development Fund

Join the Archbishop’s Circle with  
gifts of $1,000 or more. 

Total Amount of Gift       $____________ 

1st Payment (Enclosed)       $____________ 

         Archdiocesan Development Fund 2014 APPEAL GIFT FORM 

Please indicate your pledge schedule.          

Please Print Clearly  
Mr. and/or Mrs.   
Ms., Rev., Dr. ___________________________________________________________ 
            First   Last    Spouse Name 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State ___________  Zip Code _____________      

Phone number: __________________ Credit to Parish: ___________________________ 
Credit Card – complete reverse side 

         Electronic Funds Transfer – complete reverse side 

         Cash, Check or Money Order – make checks payable to ADF

Signature ________________________________________________

       ____ 10   Pmts.  March – December
       ____   4   Pmts.  April, July, Oct., Dec.             
       ____   2   Pmts.  April and October                  
       ____   1   Pmt.    Show Month ________ 
     
         

Electronic Funds Transfer 

Please have $__________ automatically deducted from my checking account for _______ months (last month being December 2014)  

until my pledge of $___________ is paid in full. Deductions will be made on the 15th of each month beginning March 15, 2014, and ending  

December 15, 2014. 

Name of bank______________________________________ Account #__________________________________________________  

Signature__________________________________________ Authorizes for direct payment. VOIDED CHECK MUST BE ATTACHED. 

Credit Card Information 

Please charge my 2014 ADF gift of $______________ to my credit card.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please print cardholder’s name) Signature

Credit Card #___________________________________________________ exp. date ______/______  __________ 
                             month      year       security code 

Mail to:
ADF: P.O. Box 32180
Oklahoma City, OKLA. 73123
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Offi ce of Family Life 
The Offi ce of Family Life has 

always been in the business of 
“making disciples” by its various 
ministries based on the needs of 
the Church in both Spanish and 
English.  In nurturing marriages, 
pre- marriage preparation takes 
on many forms such as Pre-Cana 
and For Better and Forever; as for 
enrichment, Marriage Encounter, 
and for marriages in peril, Retrou-
vaille.  Trainings for grief ministry 
are also offered as well as Begin-
ning Experience for the divorced, 
separated and widowed.

Being faithful to the Gospel of 
Life, Rachel’s Vineyard assists 
those affected by the pain of abor-
tion to bring them to healing and 

to recognize the compassion of 
God.  Project Gabriel assists those 
who are in crisis pregnancies and, 
for families coping with aging 
parents, Aging Gracefully provides 
tools and resources to aid in the 
complexities of growing older. Nat-
ural Family Planning is offered to 
couples seeking to learn a scientif-
ic method of family planning that 
is also compatible with Church 
teaching.

These are but a few of the of-
ferings of the Offi ce of Family Life 
and new programs are developed 
as the need arises.   Always at the 
core of the works of the Offi ce is 
the mandate given to us all: “Go 
Make Disciples.”

Offi ce of Hispanic Ministry recruits priests and seminarians, promotes 
Spanish Catholic Radio and lays groundwork for future expansion

Every donor to ADF is collaborat-
ing in bringing the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the almost quarter of a 
million Hispanic Catholics now liv-
ing throughout the territory of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Last year, the archdiocese 
brought in almost half a doz-
en priests from various Span-
ish-speaking countries. Priests 
from countries such as Columbia, 
Venezuela and Mexico are now 
preaching the Gospel and celebrat-
ing the Eucharist in parishes from 
Guymon to Lawton to Oklahoma 
City itself.

“The process to recruit and bring 
these dedicated ministers to the 
archdiocese is not an easy one 
and the legal paperwork alone is 
extensive and costly,” said Offi ce 
of Hispanic Ministry director Pedro 
Moreno. “Thanks to the ADF, cost 
is never a problem.”

The archdiocese also has a semi-
narian in Mexico.

“It is our hope he is just the fi rst 
of many vocations from south of 
the border,” Moreno said.

The future is bright, as well. 

More priests will be coming in the 
future from Spanish-speaking 
countries.

Recently, the Offi ce of Hispanic 
Ministry has also begun collab-
oration with Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting. Every afternoon, till 
sunset, Spanish Catholic Radio is 

sent out through the airwaves of 
KTLR. The Spanish radio feed from 
EWTN, la Radio Católica Mundi-
al, and the Spanish Sunday Mass 
from Sacred Heart here in OKC are 
also available to the many Hispan-
ic elderly and sick of the archdio-
cese who can’t make it to church.  

“Soon you will also hear about 
the Spanish Formation Program, 
Escuela San Juan Diego, fruit of 
Archbishop Coakley’s pastoral let-
ter, ‘Go Make Disciples,’” Moreno 
said. 

Behind the scenes, the Offi ce of 
Hispanic Ministry and other mem-
bers of the archdiocesan commu-
nity are exploring possible ways to 
resolve the overcrowding at Span-
ish Masses throughout Oklahoma 
City. 

“Maybe the expansion of exist-
ing church buildings is the an-
swer, or maybe even the building 
of a brand new church,” Moreno 
explained. “Nothing defi nite yet 
but, when the decision is made to 
create something new for all of the 
new disciples we are making, we 
know that everything is possible 
thanks to the thousands of gener-
ous donors to ADF.”

“If you haven’t before, maybe 
this year is when you say ‘yes’ 
with a generous donation to ADF 
and join Archbishop Coakley in 
responding to Christ’s call to ‘Go 
Make Disciples!’” he added.

Library offers more than 18,000 books and DVDs for check-out
Visitors are often surprised at 

the size and scope of the library 
at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter in Oklahoma City. They are 
also taken aback to fi nd out that 
these materials are available for 
any parishioner in the archdio-
cese to use… free of charge! More 
than 18,000 books and DVDs are 
available for check-out at the li-
brary, a service of the Department 
of Education. Spanish-language 
materials make up a portion of the 
collection. The library is already 
well-used by clergy and religious, 
catechists and students of the Pas-
toral Ministry Program. However, 
individuals are encouraged to take 
advantage of this amazing resource 
maintained by the archdiocese. 

Our Catholic community fi nds 
diverse ways to make meaningful 
use of the library.  Parents of-
ten check out DVDs for a family 
movie night.  Catechists check out 
books to support their teaching 
and DVDs to enhance lessons.  
One parish women’s group watch-

es a different video at a monthly 
meeting. Examples of some DVDs 
recently added are:  “The Bible: 
the Epic Mini-Series,” “For Greater 
Glory: the True Story of Cristiada,” 
“Monsieur Vincent,” “Padre Pio: 
Miracle Man,” and “Who Is Pope 
Francis?”  Books are continual-
ly added with new publications 
such as “Pray for Me: the Life and 
Spiritual Vision of Pope Francis,” 
“The Urgency of the New Evangeli-
zation,” “7 Secrets of Confession,” 
“How to Share Your Faith with 
Anyone,” “Becoming a Great God-
parent,” and “Prayer Services for 
Parishes.”

The library is open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(closed for lunch) and Wednes-
days 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The 
catalog is available online at www.
archokc.org. The library is located 
on the second fl oor of the Pastoral 
Center.  Call Rose Mary Story at 
(405) 721-1910 ext. 154 and leave 
a message at any time or e-mail 
rstory@archokc.org. 

Matrimonial Tribunal helps Catholics to 
be open to the beauty of the sacraments
The Matrimonial Tribunal for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City processes many cases each 
year for annulments and “lack 
of form” cases.   These process-
es, which have been around for 
centuries, promote the mission 
of making disciples. Freeing 
a person from a prior bond of 
marriage, which the Church 
views as sacred and permanent, 
enables that person to come 
into the Church through the 
RCIA process or to return to the 
Church if he or she has been 
away. It makes it possible for 
many non-Catholics, as well as 

Catholics, who have been pre-
viously married, to once again 
be open to the beauty of sacra-
ments.  

While the process of an an-
nulment can seem cumbersome 
at times and is often misun-
derstood, many people report 
afterward that going through the 
process helped them to think 
about their new marriage and 
approach it with a new zeal and 
understanding, thereby making 
them better disciples to go out 
and spread the faith to others 
whom they meet.
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Diaconate program forms, develops, educates deacons, who in turn serve parishioners
Many people think of the deacon as that vest-

ed man who helps the priest during Mass. The 
deacon does assist at Mass by proclaiming the 
Gospel, preaching and distributing the Eucha-
rist.  The call of the Order of Deacons, however, 
is primarily a call to a ministry of service.  To-
day, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City has 95 
active deacons who serve in many roles.  These 
include prison chaplains, parish administra-
tors, directors of religious education and direc-
tors of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  
Deacons do marriage and baptism preparation, 
baptize people, serve as the Church’s witness 
to Catholic marriages, teach adult education, 
plan and offi ciate at funerals, have commu-
nion services in the absence of a priest, take 
communion to visit shut-ins and nursing home 
residents and generally help with various func-
tions within the parish and diocese. Deacons 
do not take the place of a priest.  They, like a 
priest, are ordained to serve the people of the 
archdiocese.

Although the deacon receives the sacrament 
of holy orders, he does not necessarily function 
in the order as his full-time occupation, but 
remains responsible for the support of himself 
and his family in his normal job.  He offers 
service as a deacon, dedicating 10 to 12 hours 
each week to this work of the church.

The Archdiocesan Development Fund is the 
primary funding source for the formation, spiri-
tual development and education of deacons.  
The diaconate program presently has 24 men 
in the aspirancy phase of formation.  The cost 
of educating these men and their spouses is 
paid for by ADF. The ordained deacons are 
required to keep current on their faith through 

various programs within the church.  The ADF 
helps to pay for these continuing education 
opportunities.  Each year, the deacon is offered 
a spiritual retreat, part of which is funded by 
ADF. Thanks to the generosity of the people 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, through 
the ADF, the diaconate program is able to grow 
and to continue to serve.     

2013 Permanent Diaconate ordination. 

Offi ce of Worship and Spiritual Life equips and assists catechists, spiritual directors, 
newly baptized Catholics, newly ordained priests and others to “Go Make Disciples”

The Offi ce of Worship and Spiri-
tual Life reaches out to catechists 
who work in the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults and invites the 
Elect to come each year to pray 
with Archbishop Paul Coakley 
at the Rite of Election, and, after 
Easter, as Neophytes to celebrate 
the Eucharist with the archbishop, 
who sends them forth to “Go Make 
Disciples.”

The Offi ce also invites retired 
people and other groups to come 

to the Pastoral Center to share 
prayer and refl ection time, spon-
sors the training of spiritual 
directors, and assists in preparing 
the liturgies for ordination to the 
permanent diaconate, transitional 
diaconate and the priesthood.

“We work in countless ways, 
always hopeful that this work 
responds to the call, ‘Go Make 
Disciples,’” said Offi ce of Worship 
and Spiritual Life director Father 
Stephen Bird.

Prayer day for the retired.  

Offi ce of Religious Education feeds the faith of catechists
One of the ways the Offi ce of 

Religious Education responds to 
the mission of “Go Make Disciples” 
is through continued efforts in the 
formation of catechists.  Preparing 
young disciples means walking 
the path of discipleship.  Already, 
catechists have stepped up and 
responded to a call of discipleship 
in a major way by volunteering in 
this ministry.  Another way that 
they respond is by attending to 
their own continuing formation.  
Informally, they do this through 
prayer, retreats, preparing for les-
sons, and participating in the life 
of their parish.  Formally, they do 
this by participating in the cate-
chist certifi cation process called 
“Youth Faith Formation Certifi ca-
tion.”  

The process follows the vision set 
forth in General Directory for Cat-
echesis, no. 238.  This document 
expresses that there are three 
dimensions for the formation of 
catechists; namely, being, knowl-
edge, and savoir–faire. This holistic 
approach addresses the catechist 
as an adult learner, speaks to 
them as a person of faith while 
also cultivating knowledge of the 
faith and the aspects of the young 
disciples placed in their care.  

The “being” aspect of forma-
tion addresses the catechist as a 
human and Christian person.  The 
focus is on the catechist as a per-
son of faith and on how they live 
this faith in their daily adult lives.  
Every theme covered by formation 
should feed the faith of the cate-
chist.  Attention is especially paid 
to their personal prayer lives.

The “knowing” that is addressed 
in catechetical formation falls into 
two categories: 1) the knowledge 
of the teaching and traditions of 
the Church and 2) the knowledge 
of those that they are teaching.  
The more catechists are ground-
ed in these areas of knowledge, 
the more confi dent they are about 
what they teach, the more they are 
aware of the needs and abilities of 
those that they are teaching, and 
they are also able to pass along 
the teachings and traditions of the 
Church more accurately.

The dimension of formation iden-
tifi ed as “savoir-faire” deals with 
how to communicate the message 
found in catechesis.  For effective 
catechesis, catechists need to be 
aware of the different learning 
styles and the developmental skills 
of a particular age group.  This will 
help determine the language they 

use as well as the activities they 
implement.

Continued focus on the cate-
chist’s development of a personal 
relationship with Jesus is key to 
their ongoing formation.  There are 
several certifi cation options that 

are offered by the Archdiocese of 
OKC to fi t the various needs of cat-
echists.  More information can be 
found on the Religious Education 
Offi ce webpage under the section 
“Youth Faith Formation Certifi ca-
tion.”  

2013 RE Teacher of the Year presentation with Barney Semtner, Mary Smith, Betty 
Lagaly, Dean Fisher and Archbishop Coakley. 
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Oklahoma Catholic College Student Conference slated for Feb. 14 to 16

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City Offi ce of Youth and Young 
Adult ministry is hopeful hundreds 
of Catholic college students from 
around the state will participate in 
this year’s Oklahoma Catholic Col-
lege Student Conference Feb. 14 to 
Feb. 16 at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
camp.

“The Oklahoma Catholic College 
Student Conference is an oppor-
tunity for students and young 
adults, ages 18 to 25, to experience 
the larger church by gathering 
with others from across the state 
of Oklahoma,” said Becky Jaime, 
associate director of youth and 
young adult ministry for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. “They 
will deepen their Catholic faith 
through small group sharing, re-
fl ection, prayer and celebrate Mass 
with Archbishop Paul Coakley and 
Bishop Edward Slattery.”

Drawing from the Bible’s redemp-
tive history, this year’s conference 
theme is “Redeemed.” Through 
speakers, small groups and Mass, 
the organizers anticipate Oklaho-
ma’s Catholic college students will 
be inspired by Christ’s unwavering 
love.

“First and foremost, these college 
students are on a faith journey, 
and they need to continue to grow 
and learn more about their faith,” 
said Sarah Jameson, assistant 
director of youth and young adult 
ministry for the Diocese of Tulsa, 
which is cosponsoring the confer-
ence. “This conference will focus 
on the forgiveness and mercy our 

Savior offers us.”
This year’s keynote speaker is 

well-known Boston College pro-
fessor of philosophy, Peter Kreeft, 
Ph.D. Speaking about God, evil 
and suffering, Kreeft will connect 
human suffering to Christ’s re-
demptive love. Also speaking at the 
conference will be Chris Stefan-
ick.  Stefanick, a dynamic Catholic 
speaker and author who inspires 
college students to truly live their 
faith, will present two talks, “Heart 
of the Gospel” and “Relativism—
The New Dictatorship.”

The college years are often a very 
formative time in a young adult’s 
faith journey. In Oklaho-
ma, fi nding others who 
share a deep respect 
for the Catholic faith 
is at times a challenge. 
Through the conference, 
Oklahoma Catholic stu-
dents are able to connect.

“Most of our students 
who have attended the 
conference have not only 
made good friends from 
other schools, but have 

used this time as a springboard for 
ongoing spiritual formation when 
they return to their own campus,” 
said Erin Snow, campus minister 
for the University of Oklahoma.

This conference will assist Okla-
homa college students in prioritiz-
ing their faith and discovering their 
vocation. In addition, students 
have an opportunity to recharge 
and focus on their Catholic iden-
tity. Following the conference, the 
participants will travel back to their 
colleges and universities renewed 
by the truth that they have been 
“Redeemed” by Christ.  

“OCCSC is extremely benefi cial 
and important to the growth of all 
Catholic college students. It is so 
easy for college students to forget 
why knowing Jesus’ heart through 
our beloved Catholic Church is so 
important to our everyday lives,” 
said University of Oklahoma stu-
dent Janna Clare Mallory. “This 
conference can replant those seeds, 
bear fruit for all college students 
and deepen our relationship with 
our Lord!”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Oklahoma Catholic College Student Conference
When: Feb. 14 to Feb. 16
Where: Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp
Sponsored by: The Archdiocese of OKC 
and the Diocese of Tulsa
Register: More information and a registra-
tion form can be found at www.archokc.org 
or by calling (405) 721-9220. Registration 
deadline is Feb. 3 and the cost is $40.

OU students join FOCUS missionaries at Student Leadership Summit

From Jan. 3 to Jan. 7, 26 stu-
dents from the University of 
Oklahoma joined 2,000 college 
students from around the country 
in Dallas to learn tools for evange-
lizing on campus. Catholic univer-
sity students traveled with FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) missionaries to partici-
pate in a Student Leadership Sum-
mit where they were trained in 
evangelization, small-group Bible 
studies, discipleship and forms of 
prayer such as Lectio Divina. 

FOCUS utilizes a “Win. Build. 
Send” model to fulfi ll its mission 
of “inspiring and equipping college 
students for lifelong Christ-cen-
tered evangelization, discipleship 
and friendship in which they lead 
others to do the same.” The Stu-
dent Leadership Summit puts 
emphasis on the “build and send” 
aspects of this model to launch 
college students into being lifelong 
Catholic leaders not only on their 
college campus, but eventually in 
their future careers and everyday 
lives in the world. 

OU FOCUS missionary Cari 
Devlin explained that through the 
extensive training, students were 
given the opportunity to prac-
tice teaching in hopes of an easy 
transition into real world evangeli-
zation. 

“I’m excited to see what fruits 

the leadership summit will bear 
on OU’s campus. I have already 
heard of a few students who hav-
en’t missed a day without praying 
since coming back. This will only 
grow as they implement what they 
have learned,” Devlin said.

The leadership summit also fos-
ters community as students start 
to build the culture of evangeliza-
tion.

 “I think the leadership sum-
mit serves as a great learning 
and teaching opportunity for our 
students, but also helps them 

to see they are not alone in their 
response to Christ’s Great Com-
mission,” says Devlin. “As baptized 
Christians, we are all called to 
respond, as evangelization is our 
duty. Once we’ve encountered the 
love of Christ, we must share it 
with everybody.”

Katy Long, a sophomore at OU, 
attended the leadership summit 
in hopes of learning how to grow 
the Bible study she leads in her 
sorority house. Long explained 
that she has always grown up 
around Christians, but she wants 

a place for Catholic girls to feel 
comfortable opening up. She found 
encouragement in the Catholic 
community at the conference. 

“I looked around during adora-
tion and it was inspiring,” says 
Long. “The Eucharist itself is pow-
erful, but there is something about 
being surrounded by 2,000 people 
all believing and knowing that this 
is Jesus. It gets hard sometimes 
being away from others who share 
this huge common bond, and this 
was incredibly encouraging.”

Long’s yearning to evangelize 
stems from her recognizing what 
a selfi sh time college can be. “We 
fall victim to thinking about ‘my 
future,’ ‘my classes,’ what ‘I’m do-
ing.’ This conference and the Bible 
studies we lead encourage us to 
refocus our life. To help us realize 
it’s not my life; it’s God’s plan for 
me. I’m living my life for Him.” 

The FOCUS leadership summit 
equipped Long and other students 
with practical tools of evangeli-
zation, but more importantly, it 
equipped their hearts to evange-
lize, bringing OU’s community 
one step closer to following Pope 
Francis’ hope that the university 
be a center of constant missionary 
outreach.

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

OU students attending FOCUS Leadership Summit .

Send registration by February 3rd and $40 payment to

or 
Phone Fax Email
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The History of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Parishioners pack 
pews at MLK Mass

Photos by George Earl Johnson, Jr.

Clergy that participated in the prayer service.
Rev. Robert E. Rose, Jr. Pastor, Chapel Hill United Methodist Church
Rev. Joseph Alsay, Vicar. St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church
Bishop Robert E. Hayes, Jr., Oklahoma Conference, United Methodist 
Church
Rev. Don Wolf, Pastor, St. Eugene Catholic Church
Rev. Dr. William Tabbernee, Executive Director Oklahoma Conference of 
Churches
Rev. Stephen Bird, President, OALA, Pastor Epiphany of the Lord Church
Rev. Nancy McCullough and Rev. Marilynn Schellhamer, Chapel Hill UMC

The Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity began in 1908 as an Octave, 8 
days of prayer commencing on Jan-
uary 18th, known among Protes-
tants as the Feast of the Confession 
of Peter and among the Romans 
as the Feast of the Chair of Peter. 
It concludes on January 25th, the 
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. 
It was fi rst proposed by Father Paul 
Wattson, founder of the Graymoor 
Franciscan Friars. Among Roman 
Catholics, the observance was bless-
ed by Pope Pius X and continued by 
his successor, Benedict XV during 
World War I and thereafter.

In the 1920s, Protestant leaders 
proposed an Octave of prayer for 
Christian unity that would culmi-
nate on Pentecost, the feast of the 
founding of the Church. In 1941, 
the Faith and Order Conference, 
which was the predecessor orga-
nization of the World Council of 
Churches, changed the date of the 
Protestant observance to coincide 
with the Catholic dates.

1968 saw the fi rst production 
of materials for observance of the 
Week of Prayer that were jointly 
prepared by the World Council of 
Churches and the Pontifi cal Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity.

This year’s theme was chosen by 
the Churches of Canada. Canadians 
live in a country that is marked by 
diversity in language, culture, and 
even climate, and we also embody 
diversity in our expressions of 
Christian faith. Living with this di-
versity, but being faithful to Christ’s 
desire for the unity of his disciples, 
has led us to a refl ection on Paul’s 
provocative question in I Corinthi-
ans: “Has Christ been Divided?” 
In faith we respond, “No!” yet our 
church communities continue to 
embody scandalous divisions. I 
Corinthians also points us to a way 
in which we can value and receive 
the gifts of others even now in the 
midst of our divisions, and that is 
an encouragement to us in our work 
for unity.

At 5 p.m. Jan 18, Archbishop Paul Coakley 
presided at a Mass celebrating the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at Corpus Christi 
Church in Oklahoma City. Parishioners from 
across the archdiocese joined him at Mass.

“Each year when our nation celebrates 
the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., we 
Catholics take the opportunity to express our 
solidarity with those who continue to struggle 
to live in dignity,” said Archbishop Coakley in 
advance of the Mass. “In the same spirit, we 
continue to advocate, pray and shine a light on 
inequality and injustice wherever it might exist 
... Our faith calls us to stand for the dignity 
of every human life, from conception to natu-
ral death. Among the greatest scandals in our 
nation is the continuing disregard and lack of 
protection for unborn children.”

Photos by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.
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Filipino Catholic Community of Oklahoma hosts Santo Niño Fiesta  

On Sunday, Jan. 19, 2014, the 
Filipino Catholic Community of 
Oklahoma celebrated the Feast of 
the Holy Infant, the Santo Niño Fi-
esta.  A Mass for the occasion was 
celebrated at 4 p.m. in the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City.  

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley was 
the chief celebrant; he was joined 
by Father John Metzinger, rec-
tor of the Cathedral, and Father 
Brian Buettner, also of Our Lady’s.  
Father Archie Fernandez of Saint 
James Parish in Bartlesville  was 
on hand as well.  Father Fernan-
dez is the chaplain for FCCO, 
celebrating a Mass for the Filipino 
community in their native Tagalog 
language on the third Sunday of 
each month at Saint Paul’s in Del 
City.

This celebration is a main fea-
ture of the Filipino culture, which 
is 86 percent Roman Catholic.  
The original statue of the Holy 
Infant was presented to Queen 
Juana of Cebu in the Philippines 
in the early 1500s on the occa-
sion of her baptism as a Catholic.  
The statue is similar to the well-
known Infant of Prague, which 
also dates to about the same time.  
The smallish statue of Santo Niño 
is richly adorned in red and gold, 
and the Holy Infant holds a globe 
in His left hand, blessing it with 
His right.  About 40 years after it 
was presented to Queen Juana, a 
fi re destroyed a large part of Cebu, 
but the statue of Santo Niño was 
found untouched.  Today, the Ba-
silica del Santo Niño stands on the 
site where the statue was found.

FCCO is organized to “promote 
camaraderie and unity among 

Filipinos,” according to FCCO 
President Cathy Chalfant.  She ex-
plained that the Feast of the Holy 
Infant is an important one to them 
because many Filipino families 
have a statue of Santo Niño in a 
place of honor in their homes.  

At the Jan. 19 celebration, a 
statue of the Holy Infant, sur-
rounded by fresh red and yellow 
roses, was carried on a carosa, or 
platform, borne aloft by four men 
in traditional white, embroidered 
shirts.  The statue was placed in 
the sanctuary for Mass and was 
then carried to the parish hall for 
a celebration featuring traditional 
Filipino food and music.

Ladies serving as ushers were 
dressed in beautiful olive green 
embroidered blouses with purple 
skirts.  Three Knights of Columbus 
led the procession.

Archbishop Coakley in his hom-

ily called the Philippines “one of 
the strongest Catholic nations in 
the world.”  At the conclusion of 
the ceremony, the Archbishop was 
presented with a check, the FCCO 
contribution to the Archdiocesan 
Development Fund or ADF.

While the Mass was celebrated in 
English, music was sung in Taga-
log, led by a Filipino choir featur-
ing guitars.

After Mass, families and indi-
viduals came to the front of the 
church where they held their 
statues of the Holy Infant high to 
receive a blessing by Archbishop 
Coakley.

Next on the agenda was a fab-
ulous meal in the Connor Center 
featuring roast pork similar to 
Teriyaki, lumpia or eggrolls, and 
pancit, a noodle dish, all authen-
tic  Filipino cuisine.  The Star 
Spangled Banner was sung as was 

the National Anthem of the Philip-
pines.  

Traditional Filipino dancing 
followed, including the well-known 
Tinikling in which two dancers 
step lightly between two long bam-
boo poles, which are moved back 
and forth and tapped to the fl oor 
in rhythm by two musicians.  

Rosemary and Earnesto Abrogar, 
both offi cers in the association, 
describe the event as “a real team 
effort.”  It is all “a celebration in 
honor of the Infant Jesus,” Rose-
mary says, and “He is Christ,  He 
is love.”

Anabell Buenidia says that it’s 
all about “tradition.”  Like most 
Filipinos, she believes the Holy 
Child is “miraculous,” and prayers 
to Him are “powerful prayers of 
intercession.”  

Michael Chan is originally from 
Cleveland.  He came to Oklahoma 
to attend OU, graduated and now 
lives in Moore.  He brought a Fili-
pino coworker to the festivities so 
that she could meet other Filipino 
people. 

Douglas Taybengco and his wife 
Tess are visiting from Chicago.  
They plan to relocate here and 
open a business, and so they came 
to honor the Holy Infant and con-
nect with other Filipino people.

Mona Jennings, vice president 
of FCCO, says they work on this 
feast day for several months.  To 
her, it is all about faith and family 
and community.  “We all worship 
Jesus Christ” as the Santo Niño.  
She expresses the very beautiful 
thought that “as we worship, we 
are family together.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an ad-
junct professor of English at several 
area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley blesses families’ statues of Santo Niño. Photo by J.E. Helm.

Attendees fi ll Cathedral for Sanctity of Life Mass
On Jan. 15, 2014, the Mass for 

the Sanctity of Life was celebrated 
at 6 p.m. in the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Okla-
homa City.  Principal celebrant 
was Rev. William L. Novak, Vicar 
General for the archdiocese.

The annual event marks the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court decision that made 
abortion on demand legal in the 
United States.

Sanctity of Life is the Church’s 
teaching  that all human life is sa-
cred, beginning at conception and 
ending with a natural death.  The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
prohibits getting or assisting in an 
abortion and also teaches that eu-
thanasia, cloning, embryonic stem 
cell research, abuse of the death 
penalty and the targeting of civil-
ians in war all violate the respect 
for life dogma. Suicide, while ap-
proached with compassion, is also 
included in the Catechism as the 
wrongful taking of a human life.  
Even the bodies of the dead must 
be treated with respect.

The Cathedral was fi lled to ca-
pacity with Catholics from all over 

the area.  Both Bishop McGuin-
ness and Mount Saint Mary Cath-
olic High Schools were represented 
with some 350 students registered 
for the event.  Father Novak in his 
homily noted that it was “wonder-
ful to see so many young people” 
and commended them for the “en-
ergy [they] bring to promoting the 
sanctity of life.”  

After Mass, youth groups ad-
journed to the Connor Center 
where Brian Boeckman, a theology 
teacher at Mount Saint Mary’s, 
was the facilitator for a program 
titled “R-E-S-P-E-C-T Is Not Just a 
Song from Your Parents’ Youth.”  

Adults remained in the Cathe-
dral to hear Debbie Wagner of 
Saint Teresa Parish in Harrah tell 
her story, entitled “Choose Life: It’s 
More than Just a Bumpersticker.”  
Wagner’s life is testimony of the 
importance of respect for life; she 
was adopted.  She said she was 
“appreciative of my birth mom’s 
decision.”  Three years ago, Wag-
ner was reunited with her birth 
mother who told her daughter that 
she had never, ever considered an 
abortion.  “I needed to know that,” 
explained Wagner.

Also in attendance was Dolores 
Khodr of Saint Eugene’s.  She said 

she attends all the pro-life func-
tions:  this Mass, Rose Day at the 
Capitol, the vigil at Holy Innocents 
Chapel.  She tries to make at least 
one hour of adoration at Holy In-
nocents each month to pray for an 
end to abortion.

Forty-six years ago, Khodr gave 
up a son for adoption. It was a dif-
fi cult and painful decision but one 
that she does not regret.  She said 
she prayed every day for all those 
years that she might someday be 
able to fi nd her son.  Two years 
ago, she did.  He was able to meet 
Khodr’s other children, his three 
sisters.  The adoptive mother said 
that Khodr had given her a great 
gift, and the two of them are now 
close.

Khodr wants people to know that 
abortion is not the answer, that 
there are “options out there” and 
that “God will take care.”

Amy Gaffney of Saint Eugene’s 
and Debby Krisch of Our Lady’s 
are both active in pro-life work 
in the diocese.  They distributed 
handouts announcing the 2014 
Pro-Life Event from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Feb. 26, 2014, at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.  
They hope to raise awareness of 
the scope of the abortion issue. 

“People don’t know,” said Gaffney, 
that “over 56 million” infants have 
been aborted since Roe v. Wade.

Sherri and Craig Richards of 
Holy Spirit in Mustang attended 
on Wednesday hoping “to fi nd out 
information.”  They are team mem-
bers in their parish where they 
direct pro-life classes and have 
even produced a pro-life video.  
Matthew and Michaela Dietrich of 
Saint Monica’s in Edmond came to 
the Mass with their four children 
“and one on the way,” as Michaela 
happily pointed out. Matthew says 
very simply that they came “to 
pray for the end to abortion.”

Myles Simpson, music teacher 
at Our Lady’s, and Carrie Hoip-
kemier of Christ the King directed 
the combined children’s choir that 
sang for the Mass.  Myles was 
happy “that we get to sing for life,” 
explaining that  “voices are the 
perfect expression of coming to 
life.”  Babies cry out when they are 
born.  The children’s angelic voices 
were a poignant reminder of the 
many millions of innocent young 
lives lost to abortion.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic
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Director of New Evangelization to young adults: 
The Catholic faith is a treasury of peace

“Anxiety is the greatest evil that 
can befall a soul, except sin. God 
commands you to pray, but He 
forbids you to worry.”
           — Saint Francis de Sales

Carole Brown, Ph.D., director 
of the Archdiocesan Offi ce of New 
Evangelization, spoke to Oklaho-
ma City young adults about fi nd-
ing the remedy to anxiety, which 
seems to plague our culture. The 
crowd at the Jan. 16 Theology on 
Tap enjoyed Brown’s talk entitled 
“Finding the Path of Peace – the 
Sacramental Life as the Antidote 
to Anxiety.” 

Brown picked this topic as 
especially relevant for young 
adults. “Anxiety is a front burner 
issue for this age,” she explained. 
“People often question, ‘How do I 
fi nd peace?’ and the Catholic faith 
is a treasury available for ways to 
accomplish this. We just have to 
utilize them.” 

During her talk, Brown noted 
that there are three foundational 
realities that help offer a path of 
hope. First, “we are made in the 
image and likeness of God who 
is Trinity.” Second, “we are made 
for relationship with each other.” 
Third, God gave us “an immeasur-
able compliment when he became 
human. He gave creation to us, 
gave himself to us, and held noth-
ing back.” She explained that the 
Trinity is essentially three persons 
in the constant act of love and 

humans are made in this image of 
self-sacrifi cial love. 

“The truth is, we become … 
pulled by manifold attractions,” 
exclaimed Brown. “We become 
divided within ourselves. A daily 
battle of wanting to do the right 
thing and not actually doing it.” 
This dividedness causes anxiety. 

She went on to explain that the 
twisted nature created by sin can 
be undone through God’s grace, 
and He gave a tangible way to re-
ceive this grace: the sacraments. 
Brown discussed specifi cally how 
reconciliation is the anecdote for 
this dividedness, repairing what 
has been broken. It is the key to 
stopping the cycle of sin. 

“We tend to be in habits of sin 
and we get stuck,” Brown ex-
plained. “Confession releases us 
to be in relationship with God and 
with others as we were created. It 
frees us to say ‘yes’ to what God 
wants for us.”

Brown explained that part of 
what God asks is to turn away 
from the inward thinking and fi nd 
happiness in the outpouring of 
one’s self. She brought to light 
that God gives himself completely 
so that those with complete trust 
in him are able to do so without 
fear. Brown used John Paul II’s 
teaching to drive this point home. 
“Man, who is the only creature on 
earth which God willed for him-
self, cannot fully fi nd himself ex-
cept through a sincere gift of self.”

Brown described the Eucharist 

as the food fueling our relation-
ship with God. She encouraged 
those in attendance to go to daily 
Mass regularly. On any given day 
of the week, we can turn away 
from ourselves and toward God, 
being with Him who is with us in 
every struggle. 

“Go there and be with someone 
who has never held out on you,” 
said Brown. The more we are 
aware of “the ways we turn in-
ward” and choose to unite our-
selves with God and move “away 
from sin, the more He frees us. He 
doesn’t want us to be driven by 
anxiety.”

Rebecca Bodman, liaison be-
tween the Catholic Young Adults 
of Oklahoma City and the archdi-
ocese, found the talk to be in-
credibly relevant for young adults 
today. 

“We are at a time in our lives 
where we are constantly wor-
ried. Dr. Brown’s talk helps us 
to realize that there is someone 
who loves us always and is there 
to give us peace that surpasses 
all understanding,” said Bodman. 
“This talk really motivates me to 
take advantage of the sacraments. 
To fi nd peace in what God can 
offer us that the world cannot give 
us.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

Theology on Tap brews 
faith, fellowship

This Theology on Tap group 
started as a small group theolo-
gy discussion based out of Saint 
James parish. A group of self-mo-
tivated young adults quickly saw 
the need for an Archdiocesan 
Young Adult Group and worked to 
establish a larger community. 

“Churches are great at high 
school youth groups and they’re 
great at catering to the married 
crowd, but we are too old for 
youth group and are this mid-
dle ground in between. It’s hard. 
We’re trying to develop a citywide 
sense of community,” explained 
Patrick O’Sullivan, president of 
the young adult group. “What bet-
ter way to build a community then 
to grab a few beers and talk about 
God?” 

Join the Catholic young adults 
of Oklahoma City for Theolo-
gy on Tap, including half price 
beer, every third Thursday of the 
month at Belle Isle Brewery at 50 
Penn Place. The next event will be 
Thursday, Feb. 20 and the topic 
will be “Lent.”  For more informa-
tion, join “Catholic Young Adults 
of Oklahoma City” on Facebook.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

Pro-lifers told to stay hopeful to overcome ‘shrine to personal choice’ 

WASHINGTON — The winter 
storm that dealt a chilly body 
blow from the Great Plains to the 
East Coast may have rendered 
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of 
Philadelphia unable to come to 
Washington to celebrate the Jan. 
22 closing Mass of the annual Na-
tional Prayer Vigil for Life, but the 
homily he wrote made its way to 
thousands of hearing ears. 

In it, he wrote of the virtue of 
hope and the confi dence that abor-
tion can be overcome. 

“The very existence of people 
who refuse to accept evil and who 
seek to act virtuously burns the 
conscience of those who don’t,” 
Archbishop Chaput wrote in his 
homily. “People who march and 
lobby and speak out to defend the 
unborn child will be — and are — 
reviled by leaders and media and 
abortion activists that turn the 
right to kill an unborn child into a 
shrine to personal choice.” 

He added, “Evil cannot bear the 
counter-witness of truth. It will not 
coexist peacefully with goodness, 
because evil insists on being seen 
as right, and worshipped as being 
right.” 

Archbishop Chaput’s homily was 

read by Msgr. Walter Rossi, rec-
tor of the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, site of the Mass. 

“Seventy years ago, abortion was 
a crime against humanity. Four 
decades ago, abortion supporters 
talked about the ‘tragedy’ of abor-
tion and the need to make it safe 
and rare. Not anymore,” Archbish-
op Chaput wrote. 

“Now abortion is not just a right, 
but a right that claims positive 
dignity, the license to demonize 
its opponents and the precedence 
to interfere with constitutional 
guarantees of freedom of speech, 
assembly and religion. We no lon-
ger tolerate abortion. We venerate 
it as a totem.” 

The archbishop said, “Optimism 
and pessimism are equally dan-

gerous for Christians because 
both God and the devil are full of 
surprises. But the virtue of hope 
is another matter. The church 
tells us we must live in hope, and 
hope is a very different creature 
from optimism. ... Hope is the 
conviction that the sovereignty, 
the beauty and the glory of God re-
main despite all of our weaknesses 
and all of our failures. Hope is the 
grace to trust that God is who he 
claims to be, and that in serving 
him, we do something fertile and 
precious for the renewal of the 
world.” 

Archbishop Chaput said, “All of 
us are here because we love our 
country and want it to embody in 
law and in practice the highest 
ideals of its founding.” 

He added, “Over the past 41 
years, the pro-life movement has 
been written off as dying too many 
times to count. Yet here we are, 
again and again, disappointing 
our critics and refusing to die. And 
why is that? It’s because the word 
of God and the works of God do 
not pass away. No court decision, 
no law and no political lobby can 
ever change the truth about when 
human life begins and the sancti-
ty that God attaches to each and 
every human life.” 

By Mark Pattison  
Catholic News Service 

Seminarians from the Dominican House of Studies in Washington walk through the 
snow en route to the subway Jan. 22 to get to the National Mall for the annual March 
for Life. This year’s event marks the 41st anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision that 
legalized abortion on demand. (CNS photo /Bob Roller) 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Nota del Traductor: Catholic Relief 
Sevices, CRS por sus siglas en inglés, 
se traduce como Servicios de Auxilio 
Católico, una agencia internacional 
humanitaria fundada por los Católi-
cos de los Estados Unidos.

Cuando acepté mi nombramien-
to para ocupar la Dirección Gene-
ral de la Junta de Directores de 
Catholic Relief Services, reconocí 
la importancia de proporcionar 
informes ocasionales al pueblo de 
la Arquidiócesis con respecto a es-
tas responsabilidades, sobre todo 
cuando me llevan al extranjero por 
asuntos de CRS. CRS lleva a cabo 
el compromiso de los obispos de 
Estados Unidos en nombre de los 
católicos en los Estados Unidos 
para ayudar a los pobres y vul-
nerables en el extranjeros. Desde 
esta perspectiva, actúo como su 
embajador para demostrar nues-
tra solidaridad y apoyo a nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas que sufren 
en más de 90 países alrededor del 
mundo.

Muchos de los lugares servidos 
por CRS son de difícil acceso y la 
vida en esos lugares es a menudo 
impredecible. Mi reciente via-
je como parte de una pequeña 
delegación de CRS al Medio Ori-
ente demuestra esta realidad con 
creces. Poco antes de nuestra 
salida programada para el Líbano 
nos aconsejaron renunciar a esta 
parada debido a los problemas de 
seguridad actuales en ese país. 
Al salir de Oklahoma City para 
comenzar el itinerario abreviado 
en Jordania, problemas mecánic-
os causaron una complicación en 
el viaje que eliminó esa parte del 
itinerario, así, al menos para mí. 
Eso dejó a la Tierra Santa.

La Tierra Santa es una tierra 
sagrada para judíos, cristianos y 
musulmanes. Pero también es una 
tierra violenta que anhela una paz 
justa. Una de las razones impor-
tantes para viajar a Tierra Santa 
en este tiempo era para celebrar el 
50 aniversario de servicios CRS en 
esa parte del mundo. Han sido en 
realidad 52 años, pero como dije la 
vida en algunas partes del mundo 
es a menudo complicada por cir-
cunstancias fuera de nuestro con-
trol, así que estábamos celebrando 
50 años con un par de años de 
retraso. Teníamos dos celebra-
ciones, una en Jerusalén y uno en 
Ramala, el centro comercial de la 
Ribera Occidental. Marcamos la 
celebración en Jerusalén con una 
Misa y la recepción a la que asis-
tieron muchos de nuestro personal 
de CRS, socios e invitados espe-
ciales. El celebrante principal de 
la Misa fue el patriarca latino, Su 
Beatitud el Patriarca Foad Twal. 
El concelebrante principal incluyó 
al Nuncio Apostólico para Israel y 
Delegado Apostólico en Jerusalén 
y Palestina, el Arzobispo Giuseppe 
Lazzarotto.

El viaje fue parte peregrinación y 
parte visita humanitaria. Después 
de llegar a Jerusalén hicimos 
tiempo para orar y celebrar Misas 

todos los días en los lugares sagra-
dos, como la Iglesia del Santo Se- 
pulcro, la Iglesia de la Natividad en 
Belén y en la Vía Dolorosa la Igle-
sia de la Flagelación. Es una expe-
riencia poderosa que conmueve a 
cualquier cristiano el caminar por 
los caminos que caminaron Jesús 
y los Apóstoles y ser testigo de la 
continuidad histórica viviente de la 
comunidad cristiana que aún hoy 
fl orece allí, aunque bajo crecientes 
presiones políticas y difi cultades 
económicas que hacen la vida muy 
difícil.

Los cristianos nativos de Tierra 
Santa son palestinos. Como tales, 
sufren bajo muchas de las mismas 
difi cultades que sus hermanos y 
hermanas musulmanes sufren en 
Cisjordania y Gaza, donde vive la 
mayoría. La vida de los palesti-
nos en Tierra Santa está marcada 
por un desempleo muy elevado, 
agravado por la falta de libertad 
de movimiento, que a menudo 
separa a las familias entre sí y de 
los agricultores de sus campos y 
rebaños. Hay pocas oportunidades 
para el desarrollo económico. 
Esto es particularmente evidente 
en Belén, que se ha convertido 
en una ciudad amurallada. El 
acercarse a la pequeña ciudad de 
Belén se parece al acercamiento a 
una prisión de máxima seguridad, 
con altos muros de 30 pies, alam-
bre de púas y puestos de control 
armados. Hebrón, el lugar de la 
antigua Tumba Herodiana de los 
Patriarcas, también es una ciudad 
dividida, donde la vida se compli-
ca por las zonas de seguridad que 
prohíben la libre circulación y los 
asentamientos judíos, que son tan 
evidentes en toda la ocupada Ribe- 
ra Occidental.

Históricamente, Gaza es una 
ciudad de importancia estratégica 
en la costa mediterránea. Visita-
mos la parroquia local, llamada 
Sagrada Familia. Su santuario 
está decorado con un mural que 
representa la huida a Egipto, 
porque la tradición sostiene que 
la Sagrada Familia habría pasa-
do por Gaza mientras huían del 
intento homicida de Herodes a la 
vida del niño Jesús. CRS apoya las 
obras de la parroquia, entre sus 
muchos otros proyectos en Gaza.

En la Franja de Gaza nos en-
contramos condiciones mucho 
peores que cualquier cosa que yo 
había imaginado. En una tierra 
de sólo 25 millas de largo y cinco 
millas de ancho hay más de 1.8 
millones de habitantes hacinados 
y viviendo en condiciones inhu-
manas muy duras. Más del 50 % 
son considerados refugiados, ya 
que fueron reubicados allí durante 
la partición de Palestina en 1948, 
que creó el Estado de Israel. La 
armada zona de seguridad que 
rodea Gaza y los barcos de guerra 
que patrullan la costa, sin duda 
contribuyen a la sensación de una 
zona de batalla. Ciertamente, no 
hay libertad de movimiento den-
tro y fuera de Gaza. ¡Algunos de 

los miembros del personal de CRS 
en Gaza que se les dio permiso 
para asistir a la celebración del 50 
aniversario de Jerusalén salieron 
de Gaza por primera vez en sus 
vidas! Al visitar un hermoso hogar 
para niños con graves discapaci-
dades operado por las Misioneras 
de la Caridad y apoyado por CRS 
una de las hermanas dirigió mi 
atención al sonido de un zumbido 
sobre nosotros. “Es un VANT”, (ve-
hículo aéreo no tripulado o drone 
en inglés) observó la hermana con 
total naturalidad.

Gaza es una franja de tierra con 
un abarrotado hacinamiento que 
carece incluso de energía confi able 
para mantener funcionando sus 
plantas de tratamiento de aguas 
residuales. Los generadores se 
cierran varias horas cada día a 
causa de la falta de combustible 
para su funcionamiento. Esto da 
lugar a aguas residuales que se 
bombean en las aguas una vez 
cristalinas del Mar Mediterráneo. 
Se olía mucho antes de que lo vie- 
ramos. Es un verdadero desastre 
humanitario y ecológico.

En medio de estas difíciles cir-
cunstancias CRS trabaja en una 
variedad de maneras para aliviar 
la pobreza aplastante y proporcio-

nar seguridad alimentaria, propor-
cionar a pequeña escala oportuni-
dades de desarrollo económico y 
justas cooperativas de comercio, 
alentar los esfuerzos de constru- 
cción de paz y dar apoyo directo 
a la comunidad cristiana. Como 
parte de la misión universal de 
la Iglesia Católica CRS trabaja 
con las instituciones católicas, 
así como de otras organizaciones, 
para ayudar a las personas según 
sus necesidades y no según su 
credo, raza o nacionalidad. Si de-
sea obtener más información sobre 
el trabajo de CRS en Tierra Santa 
o en otro lugar, por favor visite crs.
org.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Seis días en tierra santa con CRS

Nota del Traductor: ADF es el 
Archdiocesan Development Fund 
por sus siglas en inglés y se tra-
duce como el Fondo de Desarrollo 
Arquidiocesano, fondo económico 
para proyectos pastorales en la 
Arquidiócesis. 

Cada donante a ADF está co-
laborando en llevar el Evangelio 
de Jesucristo al casi un cuarto 
de millón de católicos hispanos 
que viven actualmente en todo el 
territorio de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City.

En este último año hemos traí-
do casi media docena de sacer-
dotes de diversos países de habla 
hispana. Sacerdotes de países 
como Colombia, Venezuela y 
México están ahora predicando el 
Evangelio y celebrando la Eucar-
istía en parroquias desde Guymon 
a Lawton y en Oklahoma City 
también.

El proceso de reclutar y traer es-
tos ministros dedicados a nuestra 
Arquidiócesis no es una tarea fácil 
y los trámites legales por sí solos 
son extensos y costosos. Gracias 
ADF el costo nunca es un proble-
ma.

¡Nuestra Arquidiócesis tiene 
incluso un seminarista en Mé- 
xico! Nuestra esperanza es que 

él sea sólo el primero de muchas 
vocaciones oriundas del sur de la 
frontera.

¡El futuro también es brillante! 
Podemos ver que por la creciente 
presencia hispana más sacerdotes 
vendrán en el futuro de países de 
habla hispana y todo gracias al 
compromiso pastoral de nuestro 
Arzobispo y el generoso apoyo al 
ADF.

Recientemente, la Ofi cina del 

Ministerio Hispano ha iniciado la 
colaboración con Radiodifusión 
Católica de Oklahoma. Todas las 
tardes, hasta la puesta del sol, 
programación radial católica en 
español se envía a través de las 
ondas de KTLR 890 AM. La pro-
gramación hispana de EWTN, 
la Radio Católica Mundial, y la 
Misa Dominical de la Parroquia 
Sagrada Corazón de Oklahoma 
City también están disponibles 

para nuestros muchos hispanos 
de edad avanzada y enfermos que 
no pueden llegar a la Iglesia. Todo 
esto es posible gracias a sus dona-
tivos al ADF.

Pronto oirá también sobre el Pro-
grama de Formación en español, 
Escuela San Juan Diego, fruto de 
la Carta Pastoral del Arzobispo. 
Una vez más gracias por su gene- 
roso apoyo del ADF.

Detrás de las escenas también 
podemos escuchar rumores acer-
ca de posibles formas de resol-       
ver el hacinamiento en las Misas 
hispanas a lo largo de la ciudad de 
Oklahoma. Tal vez la expansión de 
edifi cios de las iglesias existentes 
es la respuesta, o tal vez incluso la 
construcción de una nueva iglesia. 
Nada defi nitivo todavía, pero cuan-
do se tome la decisión de crear 
algo nuevo para todos los nuevos 
discípulos que estamos hacien-
do, sabemos que todo es posible 
gracias a los miles de generosos 
donantes al ADF.

Si usted no lo ha hecho antes tal 
vez este año sea cuando usted dice 
que sí con un generoso donativo 
al ADF y así unirse al Arzobispo 
Coakley en la respuesta a la llama-
da de Cristo que nos dice, ¡Vayan 
y Hagan Discípulos!
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Ministerio Hispano Creciendo en la Arquidiócesis Gracias a ADF

Pedro Moreno director de Ministerio Hispano, habla con catequistas.

Fondo de Desarrollo de la Arquidiócesis apoya la visión 
de “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”

 Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo,
En octubre del año pasado, el Arzobispo 

Pablo Coakley anunció “Vayan y Hagan Dis-
cípulos”, como la declaración de la visión de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City. 

Simple y reconocible de las Escrituras, la 
visión de “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos” es a la 
vez una invitación para venir a conocer y amar 
a Jesús cada vez más plenamente y un desafío 
de compartir con otros.

 ““Hay que tener claro que la llamada a la 
santidad no es una licencia para disfrutar de 
una espiritualidad oculta e individualista,” 
Arzobispo Coakley escribió en su carta pastoral 
para anunciar la visión. “Por el contrario, es 
un llamado radical a la comunión. Vivir nues-
tra fe en el corazón de la Iglesia, viviendo como 
discípulos de Jesús y compartir en el amor y 
la vida de la Santísima Trinidad, nos mueve a 
servir a las necesidades de los demás, como 
Cristo sirvió”.

Las distintas ofi cinas de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City ofrecen una variedad de pro-
gramas y servicios que están diseñados para 
que usted pueda identifi car con confi anza a sí 
mismo como discípulo misionero de Jesucristo 
en un mundo cada vez más secular.

 Unos pocos ejemplos: Apoyamos las par-
roquias y las escuelas en la preparación de 
usted para recibir a Cristo en los sacramentos, 
le ofrecemos una variedad de programas de 
formación cristiana entre semana, y ofrecemos 
formación litúrgica y el apoyo a las parroquias 
a lo largo del año litúrgico. Ponemos a su 
disposición la oportunidad de orar con otros 
católicos de toda la arquidiócesis y patrocinar 
eventos en los que se pueden relacionar con 
otras personas de su grupo de edad en un am-
biente de fe. 

Si usted está casado y tiene una familia, 
ofrecemos seminarios y retiros para fortale-
cerle en esa vocación. Si usted está pensando 
en una llamada al diaconado, el sacerdocio o 
la vida religiosa, le asistiremos como Dios le 

cultiva en esa dirección. Si no está seguro de 
su vocación, nuestros directores espirituales 
capacitados pueden orientarle en su proceso de 
discernimiento. También ofrecemos oportuni-
dades para los adultos jubilados.

 Incluso mantenemos una biblioteca con más 
de 17.000 libros, DVDs y otros artículos edu-
cativos - ¡todos disponibles para  que usted los 
pueda ver de forma gratuita!

Por supuesto, nada de lo que hacemos sería 
posible sin el generoso apoyo de nuestros 
donantes. El Fondo de Desarrollo de la Ar-
quidiócesis existe para “desarrollar la vida de 
la arquidiócesis a través del ministerio.” Los 

donantes aportan al fondo ADF entre el 40 y el 
45 por ciento de los costos del mantenimiento 
de los programas y ministerios proporcionadas 
por la arquidiócesis. Cuotas,  inversiones, los 
legados y las evaluaciones parroquiales fi nan-
cian el resto del presupuesto de la Arquidióce-
sis.

 Cuando usted se compromete a donar      
$ 25, $ 100, $ 250, $ 500 o más para el 
ADF, usted apoya a la Iglesia en su misión 
de “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos.” Su donación 
nos permite introducir a Cristo a quienes no 
lo conocen y a fortalecer a otros en su re- 
lación con él. También habilita que seamos 
las manos y los pies de Cristo en el mundo - 
para consolar a los afl igidos, dar de comer al 
hambriento, enseñar a los jóvenes y minis-
trar a los necesitados.

Si ya ha acogido usted mismo de nues-
tros muchos programas y servicios de la Ar-
quidiócesis, ya sabe lo signifi cativo y efectivo 
que son. Si usted no lo ha hecho, le animamos 
a que hoy explore las posibilidades   navegan-
do por este número del periódico del Sooner 
Catholic o visitando nuestro sitio web en www.
archokc.org.

¿Podría hoy por favor de ofrecer $ 25,      
$ 100, $ 250, $ 500 o más al ADF para que 
usted y los más de 120.000 católicos de 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City puedan 
continuar recibiendo el apoyo práctico y 
espiritual a medida que tratan de vivir como 
discípulos de Jesucristo ? Si usted no puede 
ofrecer dinero, ¿podría por favor  orar por el 
éxito de nuestra colecta? A su vez, nos com-
prometemos a escuchar sus necesidades, para 
tratar de satisfacer esas necesidades y para 
orar por usted de una manera continua.

 ¡Gracias de antemano por su apoyo fi nancie-
ro y de oración!

En Cristo,
Tom Maxwell
 Fondo de Desarrollo de la Arquidiócesis, 

Director Ejecutivo
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Briefs
Saint Gregory’s University 

launches new Catholic nursing 
program at blessing ceremony 
on Shawnee, Tulsa campuses

At blessing ceremonies at 2 
p.m., Jan. 21, in Shawnee, and 
at 6 p.m., Jan. 21, in Tulsa, Saint 
Gregory’s University Chancel-
lor Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
OSB, Saint Gregory’s University 
President D. Gregory Main, Saint 
Gregory’s University Director of 
Nursing Susan Barnes, RN, Ph.D., 
CNE, FCN, and representatives 
from the four Oklahoma Catholic 
hospitals announced the launch of 
the school’s new Catholic nursing 
program. 

The program is being designed 
in collaboration with senior nurs-
ing professionals from Oklahoma’s 
four Catholic hospital systems. 
The curriculum will include an 
emphasis on the provision of 
healthcare in Catholic and other 
Christian institutions and provide 
signifi cant levels of practical clini-
cal experience for new nurses. 

The offerings will include a 
bridge program for working Reg-
istered Nurses to obtain their 
Bachelors of Nursing degree in a 
fl exible, adult-friendly format with 
accelerated courses.  These class-
es will be offered in a hybrid form, 
requiring some class attendance 
at either the Shawnee or Tul-
sa campus in addition to online 
coursework.

Archdiocesan Council of Cath-
olic Women to sponsor Rose Day 
Mass and brunch

To kick off the annual pro-life 
rally known as Rose Day, the 
Archdiocesan Council of Catho-
lic Women will host Mass at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2014, in 
the chapel located on the second 
fl oor of the Meerschaert House 
at Saint Francis of Assisi Catho-
lic Church (1901 NW 18th St.) in 
Oklahoma City. Following Mass, 
a light brunch will be served in 
the Kelley Room. The meal is free. 
ACCW has also chartered a bus 
to the Rose Day rally at the State 
Capitol. The cost to ride the bus 
is $15.00, paid in advance. For 
reservations, call June Hovorka at 
(405) 608-1965 and mail a check 
made out to ACCW for $15.00 to 
Marti Frary, ACCW treasurer, 116 
3rd NE Piedmont, OK, 73078.

Fr. Rother Guild Mass
The Father Stanley Rother Guild 

will host a Mass at 6 p.m. Feb. 6 
at Saint Mary’s Parish in Ardmore, 
125 E Street. This Mass is a time 
to come together and pray for the 
Cause of Canonization for Father 
Rother. Members of the Guild will 
be at the Mass to answer ques-
tions and talk about Father Roth-
er and the Guild. All are welcome; 
you don’t have to be a member of 
the Guild to attend.

Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart’s 
Ball

Feb. 7 at 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the 
Saint James the Greater Gym, 

Oklahoma City. Treat your prin-
cess to a special night of dancing, 
limo rides in a Pink Pony hummer, 
appetizers, sweets, keepsake pho-
to and more! Pre-Registration is 
required.  The cost is $25/couple 
before Feb. 2, $30 after that date.  
*No tickets will be sold at the 
door.  Space is limited so register 
early!  Substitute dads welcome 
(grandpas, uncles, etc.). Tickets 
can be purchased after 11 a.m. 
Mass in the Narthex, directly from 
the Parish Offi ce during regular 
business hours or mail a check to 
Saint James Parish Offi ce, Attn: 
Eliana Tedrow (make checks pay-
able to Saint James).  For more in-
formation contact Eliana Tedrow, 
413.3392 or email elitedrow@
gmail .com.  *Geared toward girls 
age 12 and under but all ages are 
welcome.

“Evangelii Gaudium” Day of 
Study slated for Feb. 22

Saint John Nepomuk Catho-
lic Church in Yukon will host an 
archdiocesan-wide Day of Study 
and  Refl ection on “Evangelii 
Gaudium,” Pope Francis’ fi rst 
apostolic exhortation, from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 pm. Saturday, Feb. 
22. The day will feature remarks 
from Carole Brown, Ph.D., director 
of the archdiocesan Offi ce of New 
Evangelization, Pedro Moreno, di-
rector of the archdiocesan Offi ce of 
Hispanic Ministry; the Rev. Shane 
Tharp, pastor of Holy Name of 
Jesus Church in Chickasha; and 
Richard Klinge, director of advoca-
cy for Catholic Charities Oklaho-
ma City. Archbishop Paul Coakley 
will lead a morning prayer and 
offer opening remarks. The reg-
istration fee is $15 and includes 
breakfast, lunch and materials. 
Financial assistance is available 
upon request. The deadline to 
register is Feb. 15. To download 
the registration form, visit www.
archokc.org.

Catholic Charities announces 
Christ the King’s Linda Hane-
borg as chair of Green Tie Gala

Marketing consultant and me-
dia strategist Linda C. Haneborg 
brings her extensive community 
leadership experience to bear as 
the newly announced chair of 
the 32nd annual Green Tie Gala, 
which is slated for Saturday, 
March 8, at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum.

The gala benefi ts the Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers 
of Catholic Charities Oklahoma 
City, which provide assistance 
to homeless women in the metro 
area. Sanctuary Women’s Devel-
opment Center is visited by more 
than 70 women on a daily basis 
for fi nancial assistance, housing, 
employment search, case manage-
ment and counseling. Over four 
years, Sanctuary has moved more 
than 350 families into permanent 
housing, including 98 families in 
the past year alone.

This cause resonates deeply with 
Haneborg, who has championed 

the dignity of women through-
out her career as a small-busi-
ness owner, corporate executive, 
political activist and community 
volunteer.

To support Sanctuary along 
with Haneborg and her dedi-
cated committee of volunteers, 
mark your calendar in green for 
this evening of meaningful revel-
ry. Sponsors and auction items 
are also needed. For more infor-
mation, to donate or to purchase 
tickets, please call Christopher 
Cowden of Catholic Charities at 
(405) 523-3000.

Faith Community Nurses’ 
Conference to be March 28, 
2014 

Transitions to Transformation 
will be the theme of the sev-
enth annual conference for faith 
community nurses, health pro-
fessionals and health ministers 
March 28, 2014, at Crossings 
Clinic in Oklahoma City. The 
conference will feature two in-
ternational speakers.  Professor 
Antony Sheehan MPHIL, MHSM, 
RN is president of Church 
Health Center, Memphis; he will 
discuss transitions of our cur-
rent health care delivery model 
utilizing faith communities. Dr. 
R Murali Krishna is president, 
chief operating officer and med-
ical director of Integris Mental 
Health, Oklahoma City; he will 
be discussing personal transi-
tions. Prior to March 3, registra-
tion for the one-day conference 
is $75. For registration infor-
mation, see the FCNA website: 
www.fcnaok.org for a brochure 
and registration form or contact 
Marilyn Seiler, parishnurse@
stjohn-catholic.org.

All Saints Catholic School to 
host Mardi Gras fundraiser

Tickets are on sale for Mardi Gras, 
the 2014 Roman Holiday. This event 
is the annual fundraiser for All 
Saints Catholic School in Norman. 
The event will be Saturday, March 
1, at the Marriott/Postal Training 
Center in Norman. Tickets and 
corporate tables are available on our 
website at www.allsaintsnorman.
org. Contact Melany Pattison or the 
school at (405) 447-4600 for more 
information.

Camp registration opens
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Summer Camp has begun registra-
tion for the summer of 2014. You 
may download the registration form 
from our website at www.archokc.
org under the Youth & Young Adult 
Offi ce or register over the phone 
and pay with a credit card. New and 
returning campers are encouraged 
to register as early as possible as 
we expect many sessions to fi ll up 
quickly.
Camp 1 June 8-13 Grades 6 & 7 
Camp 2 June 15-20 Grades 4 & 5
Camp 3 June 22-27 Grades 5 & 6
Camp 4 June 29-July 4 Grades 7, 
8 & 9
Camp 5 July 6-11 Grades 4 & 5
Camp 6 July 13-18 Grades 7 & 8
Camp 7 July 20-25 Grades
 9,10,11 and 12

If you have any questions, con-
tact the Youth & Young Adult Offi ce 
at (405)721-9220 or by e-mail 
OLOG2014@archokc.org. Don’t for-
get to follow us on Facebook for the 
latest updates.

The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Is a Donor Advised Fund in your Future?
It can be if you are considering making a 
charitable gift to your church. The Catholic 
Foundation offers advised funds with both 
permanent endowments and also funds that 
are completely spendable. If you are looking 
for a convenient and cost-effective way to 
recommend grants to support a wider vari-
ety of Catholic and other charitable interests, 
a donor advised fund should be consid-
ered.  Remember, the Catholic Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) public charity that offers the 
maximum tax benefi ts available. We offer 
low, competitive fees. You can avoid the 
compliance and administrative burdens of 
a private foundation. The Catholic Founda-
tion accepts a wide variety of gifts including 
cash, appreciated stocks, mutual funds, mar-
ketable securities, real estate, life insurance 
policies, retirement plan assets, closely-held 
stocks and oil & gas royalties. But best of 
all, we are Catholic. We have been assisting 
Catholic donors for over 48 years. Consider 
establishing a Donor Advised Fund at the 
Catholic Foundation. 

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org
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Calendar
JANUARY

31 5th Friday Fish Fry hosted by 
St. Joseph’s, Norman. Doors open 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  421 E. Acres in 
the St. Joseph Parish Center gym.

FEBUARY
2 Solemn High Pontifi cal Mass in 
St. Wenceslaus, Prague at 10 a.m. 
with Bishop Edward J. Slattery the 
principal celebrant.  

2  All Saints School, Norman, 
Community Open House from 1-3 
p.m. 

2 Vespers Archbishop Coakley in-
vites all of the faithful of the Arch-
diocese to attend a special Vespers 
service to pray with and for the 
consecrated women and men of our 
Archdiocese.  This Vespers service 
will be at the Pastoral Center at 4 

p.m.  Light refreshments will be 
served afterwards.  

5 ACCW Rose Day events: Mass 
at 7:30 a.m. before going to Rose 
Day. After Mass there will be a light 
brunch which is free. They have 
chartered a bus to go to the State 
Capitol. The cost is $15 per person. 
To reserve your seat call June at 
(405) 608-1965.

5 Rose Day at the State Capitol. 
Registration is on the 4th fl oor of 
the Oklahoma State Capitol. Bring 
red roses to give to your state repre-
sentative, state senator, lieutenant 
governor and governor.  Rose Distri-
bution: 9:30 -11:30 a.m. Pro-Life 
Rally in the House Chamber: 11:45 
a.m. For more information or to fi nd 
out who your legislators are, visit 
www.bgco.org/Ro seDay.

6 Rother Guild Mass at 6 p.m. at 
St. Mary’s Parish in Ardmore, 125 E 
Street. This Mass is a time to come 
together and pray for the Cause of 
Canonization for Fr. Rother. All are 
welcome; you don’t have to be a 
member of the Guild to attend.

6 Sung Vespers. Join us for an 
evening of prayer and music. The 
Parish Choir of St. Joseph’s, Nor-
man, at 7 p.m.

7-9  Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center.  Apply at http://
meoklaho ma.org or contact Rick & 
Bev Feller (405) 323-9119 or rb-
feller@gmail. com for more informa-
tion.
7  First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 

at the Catholic Pastoral Center.  
Mass is at 7 p.m.   For more infor-
mation call the Offi ce of Family Life 
at (405) 721-8944.

7 Daddy-Daughter Sweetheart’s 
Ball. 6 - 8 p.m. in the St. James 
the Greater Gym, Oklahoma City. 
Pre-Registratio n is required.  $25/
couple before February 2nd, $30 
after that date.  *No tickets will be 
sold at the door.  For more infor-
mation contact Eliana Tedrow, 
413.3392 or email elitedrow@gmail 
.com. 

9  Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

Job Box
Birth Choice Director Opening 
Birth Choice is looking for a full 

time director of the South offi ce. 
The Center Director of the offi ce 
provides volunteers with support, 
advice and updated information 
regarding offi ce policies and pro-
cedures. The Director ensures the 
continual consistent operation of 
the offi ce. The Center Director pro-
motes and facilitates the goals and 
objectives set forth by Executive 
Management. For more informa-
tion send resume to birthchoice@
birthchoice.org  or fax resume to 
(405) 606-8434.

Director of Residential Ser-
vices 

The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a Director of Residential 
Services.  A qualifi ed candidate 
will be one with a combination 
of either 4 years of college level 
education or full-time equivalent 

experience in serving persons 
with disabilities.  The Director of 
Residential Services has overall 
responsibility for the department 
including ensuring quality care of 
residents in group homes, man-
aging staff, budgetary issues and 
regulatory compliance.  If interest-
ed, email your resume for consid-
eration to HR@cfl inc.org.

Part-Time Cafeteria Help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria 

is now accepting applications for 
a part time position. Hours are 
Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
1:30 pm. Please call Laura Scott or 
send email if interested. (405) 842-
6656 LScott@bmchs.org 

DRE and Youth Director 
St. Benedict Church, in Shaw-

nee, is looking for a person to fi ll 
the full time position of Director 
of Religious Education and Youth 
Minister.   To apply please send 

your resume to pastor@stbene-
dictchurch.net.   For more infor-
mation, contact the Parish Offi ce 
at (405) 275-0001.

Director of Youth Ministry 
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church, Oklahoma City, seeks a 
full -time Director of Youth Minis-
try to direct the youth activities for 
grades 7-12. The ideal candidate 
will be energetic, passionate about 
their Catholic faith and inspire a 
collaborative effort to engage youth 
from both public and parochial 
schools.  For full job description:  
www.stjames-catholic.org/Jobs.  
Apply online or send resume to 
Pastor @ 4201 South McKinley, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73109.

St Gregory’s University has job 
openings for: 

Associate Professor of Psychology 
and Program Chair

Men’s Lacrosse Coach

Assistant Professor of Psychology 
and Art Therapy

Head Swimming and Diving 
Coach

Assistant Professor of Theatre 
and Director of the St. Gregory’s 
Theatre

Assistant Professor of Psychology
Assistant Professor of Theatre 

Design and Technical Theatre
Assistant Professor of Political 

Science
Life Science/ Biology Education 

Assistant Professor
Reference/Circulation Librarian
To learn more go to www.sooner-

catholic.org/jobs-box

For a full calendar and 
up-to-date jobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.
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Offi ce of Ministries supports priests, maintains records, ensures 
a safe environment and updates archdiocesan technology

The Offi ce of Ministries includes several offi c-
es: Vicar General, Vicar for Priests, Chancellor, 
the Priest Nurse, IT and Safe Environment.  
These offi ces provide a wide range of services for 
archdiocesan priests and parishes, as well as 
the archdiocese as a whole. 

Since 2012, Reverend William L. Novak, 
pastor of Saint Francis of Assisi Church and 
Parish, Oklahoma City, has served as Vicar 
General of the Archdiocese. (The vicar general is 
the principal deputy of the bishop of a diocese 
for the exercise of administrative authority; the 
position is required by the Code of Canon Law.) 
As part of his duties as Vicar General, Father 
Novak serves as a Consultor to the Archbishop 
and as a member of the Priest Personnel Board.  
He also serves as an ex offi cio member of the 
Presbyteral Council (Council of Priests) and the 
Archdiocesan Finance Council.  During 2013, 
in addition to his pastoral duties, Father Novak 
also served on several Archdiocesan commit-
tees, including “A Mutually Shared Vision,” 
“Metro Hispanic Initiative” and “The Year of 
Faith.”   Father Novak can be reached at (405) 
721-5651, ext. 139.  

Reverend Scott Boeckman, pastor of Saint 
Joseph Church and Parish, Norman, serves as 
the Vicar for Priests.  The Vicar for Priests pro-
vides care and support for his brother priests 
serving the archdiocese.  He is also active in 
providing educational and spiritual experiences 
for his brother priests.  Father Boeckman works 
directly with the international priests assigned 
to the archdiocese to help them transition into 
their ministry to the people of the archdiocese.  
Father Boeckman can be reached at (405) 721-
5651, ext. 189.

During 2013, Father Boeckman was instru-
mental in bringing to fruition a partnership be-
tween the archdiocese, Saint Anthony Hospital 
and Mercy Health Center, which established a 
Priest’s Nurse program to assist with the well-
ness and health care needs of our archdiocesan 
priests.  This position uses the “parish nurs-
ing model” focusing on health promotion and 
disease prevention.  The pillars of this specialty 
nursing are:  providing resources and referrals, 
making available educational literature, help-
ing to navigate the healthcare system, visiting 
during and after hospitalization, and listening 
to the priests’ concerns regarding their health.   
This holistic health approach addresses the 
whole person:  their physical, emotional and 
spiritual wellbeing.  The position is not home 
health, nor hospice, nor public health nursing; 
however, if needed, a collaboration involving any 
or all of these entities could occur.

Nationally, there has been an increasing effort 
to bring a healing ministry to the clergy in other 
dioceses and other faith denominations.  In our 
archdiocese, Mary Diane Steltenkamp, RN, has 
been hired to fi ll this position.   Mary Diane may 
be contacted at (405) 721-5651, ext. 191, or by 
email at msteltenkamp@archokc.org.

Unlike many other canonically mandated 
positions, a lay person may serve as Chancellor.  
Loutitia Denison (Tish) Eason serves the arch-
bishop and archdiocese as Chancellor.  Prin-

cipal canonical functions of this offi ce include 
maintaining the archives of the archdiocese, 
including records, artifacts and statistical infor-
mation and utilizing the data gathered to gener-
ate annual reports to the Vatican and the USC-
CB.  Additionally, statistical data is summarized 
and compiled for updates to the archdiocesan 
listings in the Offi cial Catholic Directory.  The 
Offi ce of Ministries has developed and presented 
materials and workshops for parish personnel 
regarding maintaining sacramental records 
and preparation of Pre-nuptial Investigations.  
The workshops were presented throughout the 
archdiocese utilizing the archdiocese telecon-
ferencing technology, with the assistance of the 
Pastoral Ministry Offi ce.  

The Archives continue to preserve and catalog 
archdiocesan records and to assist researchers.  
Archival materials also are utilized in Heritage 
Room displays.  The Heritage Room is located in 
the Catholic Pastoral Center and is open to the 
public during business hours and by appoint-
ment.  

Eason is also a civil lawyer and provides legal 
assistance and research for Archbishop Coakley 
and other departments and consults with the 
priests and parishes on canonical administra-
tive issues and civil legal matters.  Eason can be 
reached at (405) 721-5651, ext. 149, or by email 
at leason@archokc.org.  

The Offi ce of Safe Environment coordinates 
all of the activities mandated by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops through 
its Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People.  The Charter spells out essential 
norms that every (Arch)Diocese in the country 
must follow.  These norms are designed for the 
protection of children, youth and vulnerable 
adults.  

In carrying out these mandated norms, the 
Offi ce of Safe Environment, through its Data 
Base Administrator, is responsible for con-
ducting background checks for all employees 
and volunteers who have regular contact with 
children, youth and vulnerable adults.  The 
Safe Environment Coordinator provides for 
the safe environment education and training 
efforts of new clergy, seminarians, new teach-
ers, Parish Safe Environment Facilitators, and 
other in-service opportunities, as needed.   In 
addition, the Coordinator oversees the Archdi-
ocesan response to the annual USCCB audit of 
Archdiocesan efforts to implement the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People.  
As part of this offi ce’s educational efforts, the 
Coordinator also produces materials designed 
to be of assistance to the Parish Facilitators in 
their important role.   The Archdiocesan Coor-
dinator, Sister Catherine Powers, CND, may be 
reached at (405) 721-5651, ext. 150, or by email 
at cpowers@archokc.org.  

The Archdiocesan Victims’ Assistance Co-
ordinator is responsible for maintaining and 
responding to calls to the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Response Hotline, providing an effective re-
sponse to allegations of abuse by Archdiocesan 
personnel and coordinating assistance and out-
reach to victims of abuse.  The Chancellor and 

Archdiocesan Victims’ Assistance Coordinator 
act as a liaison with the Archdiocesan Review 
Board.   Jennifer Goodrich, the Victims’ Coordi-
nator, may be reached for non-reporting events 
by e-mail at jgoodrich@archokc.org.  

NOTE:  If you believe a child is being abused 
or neglected, you have a legal responsibility to 
report it.  Reports can be made at any time to 
the OKDHS Abuse and Neglect Hotline at (800) 
522-3511.  Abuse or neglect involving Archdioc-
esan Personnel should also be reported on the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Response Hotline: (405) 
720-9878.

The IT Department is a relatively new archdi-
ocesan offi ce headed by Kevin Atkins.  Through 
the efforts of Atkins, new technologies for 
communication and training have been insti-
tuted throughout the archdiocese.  Some of 
these new technologies include establishing a 
secure online giving system for ADF; upgrades 
on Pastoral Center document management 
systems; assisting Saint Ann Nursing Home and 
other archdiocesan entities in upgrading record 
management systems; upgrading hardware 
and improving wireless services for the Pastoral 
Center and other archdiocesan entities.  

Offi ce of Pastoral Ministry expands program access through videoconferencing
The Offi ce of Pastoral Ministry provides programs, initiatives and 

resources that support the initial and ongoing formation of the laity in 
living out their baptismal call to ministry in the local Church. Oppor-
tunities for enriching one’s knowledge and understanding of Catholic 
tradition, growth in the spiritual life, and development of skills necessary 
for lay ministry and for effective leadership in ministry are available to all 
members of the archdiocese. Two core programs, a B.A. in Pastoral Min-
istry, and an M.A. in Pastoral Ministry are offered in affi liation with New-
man University in Wichita, Kan., and with Aquinas Institute of Theology 
in Saint Louis. Access to all programs has been greatly enhanced during 
the past four years through the archdiocesan videoconferencing network.  
The Catholic Pastoral Center and parishes in Altus, Ardmore, Clinton, 
Enid, Guymon, Lawton and Woodward serve as program sites. All pro-
grams are fully interactive and offered in real time. Begun in the last two 

years, the Parish Faith and Ministry 
Formation series offers occasional pro-
grams for adult faith formation such 
as Extraordinary Minister of Com-
munion and Lector training, a Parish 
Offi ce Staff monthly inservice series, 
and how to deal with grief and loss 
during holiday times. Information on 
all our programs and courses is posted 
on our webpage, http://archokc.org/
offi ce-of-pastoral-ministry/home, and published in the Sooner Catho-
lic. Information may be requested by calling (405) 721-4208 or emailing 
pmp@archokc.org. 


