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Go Make Disciples

The annual 
Rose Day Pro-
Life Rally, which 
takes place in-
side the Oklaho-
ma State Capitol 
each February, 
will be held Feb. 
7. The event will 
feature the new 
president of The 
Heritage Foun-
dation, Kay Coles James, and the 
Most Rev. David Konderla, Bishop of 
Tulsa.

During Rose Day, attendees will 
bring red roses as a symbol of their 

pro-life stance and deliver them to 
the governor, lieutenant governor 
and their state senator and repre-
sentatives. Following the distribu-
tion of roses, a rally will take place 

in the fourth 
floor House 
Chamber where 
attendees will 
hear from no-
table speakers, 
including Kay 
Coles James.

James has 
served in many 
roles at the local, 
state and feder-

al levels, including serving former 
U.S. presidents George H. W. Bush 
(1989-1993) and George W. Bush 

Kay Coles James to headline 2018 
Rose Day event

Archbishop Coakley blesses the new Blessed Stanley Rother Chapel on Dec. 21 at the 
Center of  Family Love in Okarche. Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

OKARCHE – Surrounded by residents and 
staff members of the Center of Family Love, 
Archbishop Coakley celebrated the dedication 
of Oklahoma’s first chapel to be named in 
honor of Blessed Stanley Rother. 

Blessed Stanley, a native of Okarche, was 
beatified on Sept. 23 in Oklahoma City. 

“The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Chapel at the Center of Fam-
ily Love is a fitting tribute to 
our Oklahoma shepherd who 
heroically gave his life for his 
flock and provided an exam-
ple of pastoral charity to all of 
God’s people. May this place 
of prayer and worship pro-
vide comfort, celebration and 
community for generations to 
come,” Archbishop Coakley said.  

 The chapel, located at the Center of Family 
Love will serve the 130 developmentally dis-
abled adults who live at the center as well as 
their families, friends and the community. The 
dedication marks a major milestone for the or-
ganization that was founded in 1981 by mem-
bers of the Oklahoma Knights of Columbus, 
some of whom are related to Blessed Stanley. 

 “At the Center of Family Love, we do not 

continued on page 5
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First chapel in Oklahoma 

Blessed Stanley Rother
dedicated to
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Jan. 8-12 – Region X Bishops’ Retreat, San Antonio
Jan. 13 – Martin Luther King Day Mass, 5 p.m., Corpus Christi, OKC
Jan. 14 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Rose of Lima, Perry
Jan. 16 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 16 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Jan. 16 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Jan. 17 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity Catholic School, Okarche
Jan. 17 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a The Oklahoma Catholic 
College Student Confer-
ence is Feb. 9-11 at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp for people ages 
18-25. Participants do not 
have to be students. Cost 
is $50. Price includes two 
nights lodging, four meals 
and snacks. Speakers in-
clude Andrew Laubacher 
(ALOB), Jim Beckman, Fr. 
Joseph Irwin and Mass with 
Archbishop Coakley.

a Green Tie Gala
Save the Date: Feb. 24 at 
the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 N.E. 63. Visit 
GreenTieGala.org. Celebrate 
and support the works of 
Catholic Charities’ home-
less service programs: 
Holy Family Home and the 
Sanctuary Women’s Devel-
opment Centers.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Remember us, O God;
from age to age be our 

comforter.
You have given us the 

wonder of time,
blessings in days and 

nights, seasons and years.
Bless your children at the 

turning of the year
and fill the months ahead 

with the bright hope
that is ours in the coming of 

Christ.
You are our God, living and 
reigning, forever and ever.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

The mystery of the Cross already casts its shadow 
even as we are concluding the Christmas Season. 
Very soon after the birth of Jesus, Joseph was forced 
to flee with his young family because of the murder-
ous threats of King Herod. The Holy Family made the 
treacherous journey to Egypt as migrants who sought 
asylum in a foreign land where they remained until it 
was safe for them to return (Mt 2:13-15). 

The story of the Holy Family, the Chosen People, 
the experience of the Church and the history of our 
nation share this similar characteristic: we have been 
a people on the move, often finding ourselves strang-
ers in a foreign land, a pilgrim people. 

Our immigrant heritage is one of the distinguish-
ing characteristics of our American experience and 
identity. 

In recent years, however, the sheer volume of un-
documented immigrants and our response to this 
phenomenon have become some of the most challeng-
ing and divisive 
issues of our age. 
We are being chal-
lenged to deal with 
this situation in a 
way that is both 
just and compas-
sionate. But, im-
migration and the 
migration of peo-
ples are not unique 
to the American 
experience. 

Migration is a 
global phenom-
enon. On every 
continent people 
are on the move. 
Sometimes mi-
grants voluntarily 
leave their home-
lands in search of 
new opportunities 
and better futures, 
like many of our 
ancestors who 
came to America. 
Often, however, 
they are forced to flee because they have been dis-
placed by natural disasters, war, religious persecu-
tion, political oppression and grinding poverty. Un-
fortunately, the very real challenges stemming from 
these massive movements of peoples are frequently 
viewed primarily as political concerns rather than 
from the perspectives of human solidarity and the 
Gospel. 

We easily lose sight of the human face of these mi-
grants, refugees and asylum seekers. In Pope Francis’ 
message for the 104th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees, which will be observed on Sunday, Jan. 14, 
he writes, “Every stranger who knocks at our door is 

an opportunity for an 
encounter with Jesus 
Christ, who identifies 
with the welcomed and 
rejected strangers of 
every age (Mt 25:35-43). 
The Lord entrusts to the Church’s motherly love every 
person forced to leave their homeland in search of a 
better future.” 

One of the most disturbing by-products of this 
massive movement of peoples is the phenomenon of 
human trafficking. Sometimes as the result of abduc-
tion and kidnapping, persons are sold into slavery 
as prostitutes, become the chattel of pornographers 
and smugglers or are forced to work in sweatshops 
with no hope of obtaining their freedom. Children are 
kidnapped, bought and sold to unsuspecting adoptive 
parents by traffickers posing as adoption agents. 

Very often people who are desperate to migrate to 
find work or to rejoin their families become 
the targets of traffickers or “coyotes” who 
exploit them through extortion and often 
abandon them to their deaths in deserts, at 
sea or in other hostile environments. Sadly, 
the most vulnerable targets and victims of 
human trafficking are women and children. 

When we consider the dignity of each of 
these persons and the tremendous human 
potential they bring for contributing to the 
common good, it is incumbent upon us as 
Catholics and as Americans to work for a 
just and comprehensive reform of our immi-
gration system.

It certainly is necessary to secure and 
protect our borders from hostile intruders 
and illegal access. But, it is not enough. 
It also is in our best interest to provide 
adequate means of legal access for those 
migrants who seek to work jobs that can-
not otherwise be filled or to be reunited 
with family members who are already here 
legally.

It is in everyone’s best interest that these 
migrants and refugees be welcomed with 
respect, protected from exploitation, that 
their dignity be safeguarded and promoted 

so that they may achieve their full human potential, 
and that they be fully integrated into society rather 
than left to dwell in the shadows and margins.

As a nation, we are richly blessed in so many ways. 
Consequently, we have a moral duty to be generous 
in welcoming those migrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers who are forced by harsh circumstances to 
leave their homelands; as was the Holy Family.

If our great nation fails to provide adequate means 
of legal access for migrants, we diminish our great-
ness and unwittingly contribute to the continuing 
exploitation of these desperate men, women and chil-
dren by unscrupulous traffickers. We can do better!

World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees 2018

World Day of 
Migrants &
Refugees
January 14
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(2001-2009). As director of public 
affairs for the National Right to 
Life Committee, James became 
a prominent voice in the pro-life 
community. 

As a commentator and lectur-
er, she has appeared on network 
morning shows and several nation-
al news and talk programs and is 
the author of three books.

Bishop Konderla has supported 
and participated in several events 
in support of human dignity and 
the right to life, since being in-
stalled as Tulsa’s bishop in 2016.

Bishop Konderla, Archbishop 
Coakley and their dioceses have 
supported Rose Day since its in-
ception.

Rose Day was started in Okla-
homa by two Catholic moms who 
could not make it to the annual 
March for Life in Washington D.C. 

because they had small children 
at home. They decided to walk the 
halls of the State Capitol on the 
same day as the march and hand 
out roses in support of pro-life 
efforts in our state. 

Dozens of years later, the halls 
of the State Capital on Rose Day 
are filled with mothers, fathers, 
grandparents, schoolchildren and 
infants. 

After a few years, the founders of 
Rose Day enlisted help with run-
ning Rose Day. Today, a committee 
representing many faiths works 
together to plan the event. 

Becky Van Pool, director of par-
ish outreach at Catholic Charities 
of Oklahoma City, sits on the Rose 
Day board.

“Catholics should attend Rose 
Day to join with people of faith to 
profess the humanity of the un-
born child and to call upon the 
community to protect and care for 

the unborn and their mothers. We 
are the voice for those who cannot 
speak for themselves,” Van Pool 
said.

Anthony L. Jordan, the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma 
(BGCO) ex-
ecutive di-
rector-trea-
surer, is 
asking pas-
tors and 
Oklahoma 
Baptists 
to make 
partici-
pation in 
Rose Day a 
priority.

“Throughout my years of serving 
as a pastor and here at the BGCO, 
I truly cannot think of a more crit-
ical time in the struggle to protect 
the unborn,” Jordan said.

“Rose Day continues to be a 

strategically important event, but 
we need more people involved,” 
Jordan continued. “With the re-
cent opening of two new abortion 
facilities and a rising culture of 
abortion on demand, we are in 

crucial days for the 
pro-life movement. 
This is a life and 
death issue, and we 
must be faithful.”

Rose distribution 
begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and the rally takes 
place at 11:30 a.m. 
In addition to the 
keynote address 
from James, testi-

monies, music and other program 
elements are being planned by the 
Rose Day committee. For more 
information on Rose Day, go online 
to www.bgco.org/roseday or call 
(405) 523-3000.

New “Domestic Church” ministry offers 
married couples support

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

In our own time, in a world often alien and 
even hostile to faith, believing families are of 
primary importance as centers of living, radi-
an faith. For this reason, the Second Vatican 
Council, using an ancient expression, calls the 
family the Ecclesia domestica (CCC 1656).

After the vows have been said and the hon-
eymoon is over, many couples find themselves 
asking the same question, “What next?” Life 
can become hectic and stressful, especially 
with the addition of children. Before Catholic 
couples receive the Sacrament of Matrimony, 
they are offered “Pre-Cana.” 

After marriage, that kind of support tends to 
drop out of married life, and couples find them-
selves without the marital or spiritual support 
needed to navigate an otherwise difficult jour-
ney. 

Beginning this year, 
Oklahomans are being 
offered the chance to be 
part of an international, 
officially-recognized lay 
movement that supports 
Catholic family life. 
“Domestic Church” has 
come to the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City and is 
available for newlywed 
and veteran couples 
alike. 

This new movement 
guides sacramental-
ly married couples to 
deepen their spiritual 
growth through couple 
prayer, daily reading 
of the scriptures and 
family prayer. Domes-
tic Church focuses on 
the continued spiritual 
formation of married 
couples, with the goal of strengthening the 
overall family. 

Domestic Church was founded in Poland in 
the 1970s, but only recently translated into 
English and brought to America. Its founder 
was Servant of God Father Franciszeck Blach-
nicki, who created Domestic Church under 
the guidance, support and influence of his 

then-bishop, Karol Wojtyla (now Saint John 
Paul II). Domestic Church includes thousands 
of couples across the world. 

“We heard about this movement and ended 
up setting up an information session 
with people in Louisiana,” Alex Schimpf 
said. 

Alex and Sarah Schimpf recently 
moved to Oklahoma from Texas, bring-
ing the Domestic Church movement 
with them. 

“We all know we should be doing this 
stuff,” they said, “But, we just don’t. Do-
ing this with other couples is the unique 
thing that lets you succeed.”

“We have two ‘circles’ up and running and 
are very excited about that!” Sarah Schimpf 
said. “A very important ‘side-effect’ of this is the 
formation of vibrant little Catholic communities 

within parishes. The family becomes strongest 
when knit with other families!” 

Before couples can join Domestic Church, 
they are asked to attend a weekend-long 
retreat. The purpose of the retreat is to allow 
couples to encounter Christ together, “free of 
distractions.”

After couples attend the initial retreat, they 

are welcome to join a community group the 
Domestic Church calls a “circle.” Circles are 
comprised of four to seven couples and are 
overseen by one priest per circle. 

Each circle 
goes through an 
outline for every 
meeting.

“Couples dis-
cuss their joys 
and sorrows, 
what has been 
working for them, 
what hasn’t been 

working for them,” Alex Schimpf said.
“It’s amazing to see the community that nat-

urally flows. The things that you learn in the 
circle are very intimate, but you see God work-
ing in their lives, which helps put in perspec-
tive our life as well.”

So far, Domestic Church includes couples 
from Saint Eugene in Oklahoma City, Saint 
Benedict in Shawnee and Saint Mark in Nor-
man. That number is expected to grow as more 
Oklahomans participate in the initial retreat, 
with the goal of getting circles started in every 
parish within the archdiocese. 

“We would be excited to see the movement 
brought to our Hispanic community here in the 
archdiocese!” 

One Oklahoma couple already is experienc-
ing the fruits of this newfound community. 
Kathryn and Eli Ferrell are parishioners at 
Saint Mark in Norman. The Ferrells attended a 
retreat in October. 

“This was truly a unique experience for us!” 
Kathryn Ferrell said. “Encountering God’s love 
as a couple and on a deeper level was an in-
valuable gift to our marriage and our family.” 

Couples are asked to begin with a commit-
ment to pray together as a couple, being more 
intentional about their approach to marriage.

“This has been a huge blessing! Now, praying 
as a couple is a priority for us, and while life 
sometimes happens, we are dedicated to mak-
ing it an everyday occurrence,” Kathryn Ferrell 
said. 

The next Domestic Church retreat is Feb. 
1-4, at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklaho-
ma City. 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
www.domesticchurchfamilies.com

alexanderschimpf@gmail.com
sschimpf1@gmail.com

Domestic Church

Bishop KonderlaKay Coles James

continued from page 1

Domestic Church couples from St. Benedict, St. Eugene and St. Mark.  
Photo provided.
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CONTEST

AWARD

So, you’ve vowed to up your in-
take of kale and have signed up for 
yoga to kick off the New Year. But, 
has your spiritual life been part of 
your New Year’s resolutions? Here 
are a few ideas of small, practical 
steps you can take to get spiritual-
ly stronger in 2018.

1. Daily Mass. If you don’t go 
at all, try going one day a week. If 
you go one day a week, try two. If 
you go every day … well, good job. 
“The best way to economize time 
is to ‘lose’ half an hour 
each day 
attending 
Holy Mass.” – 
Frederic 
Ozanam

2. Pray a 
daily rosa-
ry. My favor-
ite times to 
get my daily 
Rosary in are 
in the car or 
while walking 
outside. If I try 
to do it right 
before bed, I end up falling asleep. 
Find what works for you. “Never 
will anyone who says his Rosary 
every day be led astray. This is a 
statement that I would gladly sign 
with my blood.” – Saint Louis de 
Montfort

3. Memorize a weekly Bible 
verse. Write it on a post-it note 
and stick it on your desk for the 
week. “Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God” 
(Matthew 4:4). 

4. Visit an adoration chap-
el once a week, even if it’s just for 
five minutes. “We represent those 
in the world who do not know 
Jesus during our Holy Hour in Ad-
oration.” – Saint John Paul II

5. Register at a parish. My 
generation (looking at you mil-
lennials!) is notorious for parish 
hopping and being non-committal 
when it comes to parishes. Howev-
er, it’s much better for communi-
ty-building if we commit. Let’s do 
this.

6. Start tithing. Give to 
your (new-
ly-registered-at) 
parish. God 
will bless your 
generosity, I 
guarantee.

“Do not appear 
before the Lord 
empty-handed, 
for all that you 
offer is in ful-
fillment of the 
commandment. 
The offering of 
the righteous 
enriches the altar, 
and its pleasing odor rises before 
the Most High. The sacrifice of 

the righteous is acceptable, and it 
will never be forgotten. Be gener-
ous when you worship the Lord, 
and do not stint the first fruits of 
your hands. With every gift show 
a cheerful face, and dedicate your 
tithe with gladness. Give to the 
Most High as he has given to you, 
and as generously as you can 
afford. For the Lord is the one who 
repays, and he will repay you sev-
enfold” (Sirach 35:6-13).

7. Learn about someone who is 
on the path to canonization, but 
is not there yet (a Blessed or Ven-

erable or Ser-
vant of God). 
Start asking 
for their 
intercession 
– especial-
ly Blessed 
Stanley 
Rother – 
and see if 
you can 
help their 
cause! 
Learning 
about 

the lives of saints can 
strengthen our own faith and give 
us role models to look up to.

“We believe in the communion of 
all the faithful of Christ, those who 
are pilgrims on earth, the dead 
who are 
being pu-
rified, and 
the blessed 
in heaven, 
all together 
forming one 
Church; 
and we be-
lieve that in 
this com-
munion, 
the merci-
ful love of 
God and 
his saints 
is always 
(attentive) to our prayers.” – Pope 
Paul VI

8. Participate in the life of 
your (again, registered-at) par-
ish. Offer your talents to God 
through singing, reading, leading 

or just help-
ing. “Jesus is a 
friend of mine” 
(UBC Learning 
Commons via 
Flickr CC by 
2.0).

9. Adopt 
a priest or 
religious sis-
ter and pray 
and fast 
for them. 
Even people 
living the 
religious life 

need people to pray for them! The 
Handmaids of the Precious 
Blood specialize in helping people 

adopt priests for prayer. Contact 
them if you’re interested in being 
assigned one.

10. Do something for the 
homeless. Pope Francis continual-
ly has encouraged us to encounter 
the poor – to know them and look 
them in the eye and love them. Try 
volunteering at a local shelter or 
even just smiling at a homeless 
person on the street.

11. Visit someone you know is 
lonely. Step away from (un)social 
media and reach out to a friend 
you know is struggling. “Loneli-
ness and the feeling of being un-
wanted is the most terrible pover-
ty.” – Saint Teresa of Calcutta

12. Find a Bible study. Can’t 
find one? See No. 13.

13. Start a Bible study. Find 
materials online or ask your par-
ish priest. “Ignorance of Scripture 
is ignorance of Christ.” – Saint 
Jerome

14. Go to confession. Has it 
been awhile? Resolve to make the 
sacrament a more regular habit 
this year. Once a month or even 
more frequently is recommend-
ed. Masstimes.org lists confes-
sion times as well, just type your 
location.

15. Invite someone to Mass 
or confession. Evangelization is 

sometimes as 
simple as a 
personal invi-
tation. You’re 
invited … to a 
personal rela-
tionship with 
Jesus Christ!

16. Try a 
new way of 
prayer. Stuck 
in a rut? Try a 
new devotion. 
Check out the 
Liturgy of the 
hours or inter-

cessory prayer. God 
speaks in many different ways.

17. Visit a nursing home or a 
friend in the hospital. Corporal 
work of mercy? Check.

18. Get a spiritual direc-
tor. You don’t necessarily need 
to be discerning your vocation 
to seek spiritual counsel. Maybe 
you’re pondering a big move or 
your relationship with God isn’t 
where you’d like it to be. A priest 
(or religious sister or brother) can 
help. Just ask.

19. Go on a retreat. Take some 
time for just you and Jesus. 

The important thing in the spir-
itual life is to take small, manage-
able steps toward God so as not to 
get discouraged. Pick one or two 
new things from the list and start 
incorporating them into your life.

Mary Rezac is a staff writer for 
Catholic News Agency/EWTN 
News.

19 spiritual resolution ideas for the 
New Year

By Mary Rezac 
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis began the New 
Year praying the world would demonstrate a 
marked increase in solidarity and welcome for 
migrants and refugees.

“Let’s not extinguish the hope in their hearts; 
let’s not suffocate their hopes for peace,” the 
pope said Jan. 1 before reciting the Angelus 
with a crowd gath-
ered in Saint Peter’s 
Square.

For the New Year’s 
celebration of World 
Peace Day and the 
feast of Mary, Mother 
of God, Pope Francis 
had chosen to focus 
on migrants and refu-
gees and their yearn-
ing for peace.

“For this peace, 
which is the right of 
all, many of them are 
willing to risk their 
lives in a journey that, 
in most cases, is long 
and dangerous and to 
face trials and suffer-
ing,” the pope told an 
estimated 40,000 people gathered in the square 
around the Christmas tree and Nativity scene.

Pope Francis said it is important that ev-
eryone, including individuals, governments, 
schools, churches and church agencies, make 
a commitment to “ensuring refugees, migrants 
– everyone – a future of peace.”

Entrusting the needs of migrants and refu-
gees to the maternal concern of Mary, the pope 

led the crowd in reciting a traditional Marian 
prayer: “Under thy protection we seek refuge, 
holy Mother of God; despise not our petitions 
in our needs, but from all dangers deliver us 
always, Virgin, Glorious and Blessed.”

Pope Francis had begun the day celebrating 
Mass in Saint Peter’s Basilica for the Marian 
feast, which he said was a celebration of “a 
magnificent truth about God and about our-
selves: From the moment that our Lord became 
incarnate in Mary, and for all time, he took on 

our hu-
manity.”

“To call 
Mary the 
mother of 
God re-
minds us,” 
he said, 
that “God 
is close to 
humanity, 
even as 
a child is 
close to 
the mother 
who bears 
him in her 
womb.”

God 
becoming 

human in the baby Jesus, the pope said, is an 
affirmation that human life “is precious and 
sacred to the Lord,” so “to serve human life is 
to serve God.”

“All life, from life in the mother’s womb to 
that of the elderly, the suffering and the sick, 
and to that of the troublesome and even repel-
lent, is to be welcomed, loved and helped,” he 
said.

Pope Francis also drew people’s attention 
to the fact that in the Gospel stories of Jesus’ 
birth, Mary is silent. And the newborn Jesus, 
obviously, cannot speak.

“We need to remain silent as we gaze upon 
the crib,” he said. “Pondering the crib, we dis-
cover anew that we are loved; we savor the real 
meaning of life. As we look on in silence, we let 
Jesus speak to our heart.

“May his lowliness lay low our pride; his pov-
erty challenge our pomp; his tender love touch 
our hardened hearts,” the pope prayed.

Celebrating evening prayer Dec. 31 and offer-
ing thanks to God for the year that was ending, 
Pope Francis gave a special acknowledgement 
to people – especially parents and teachers – 
who are “artisans of the common good,” work-
ing to help their families, neighbors and com-
munities each day without fanfare.

But, he said, people also must acknowledge 
that God gave humanity the year 2017 “whole 
and sound,” yet “we human beings have in 
many ways wasted and wounded it with works 
of death, with lies and injustices. Wars are the 
flagrant sign of this backsliding and absurd 
pride. But, so are all the small and great of-
fenses against life, truth and solidarity, which 
cause multiple forms of human, social and 
environmental degradation.”

The pope also led the midday Angelus prayer 
Dec. 31, the feast of the Holy Family.

The Sunday Gospel reading recounted Mary 
and Joseph taking the baby Jesus to the tem-
ple “to certify that the child belongs to God and 
that they are the guardians of his life and not 
the owners,” the pope said.

Mary and Joseph experience the joy of seeing 
their son grow in wisdom, grace and strength, 
the pope said.
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For New Year, pope urges help for refugees, 
respect for life

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

William Henry Ketchem 
was the first priest or-
dained for the Vicariate 

Apostolic of Oklahoma, forerunner 
to the Diocese of Oklahoma. His 
first pastorate was the Creek and 
Cherokee nations as well as the 
Quapaws. He offered the first Mass 
in Tulsa in September 1894. He be-
came friends with the director of the 
Catholic Indian Bureau in Washing-
ton and was asked to become the 
assistant director in 1900. He was 
promoted to director in 1901. His 
work involved lobbying the feder-
al government to allow the Indian 
tribes to use treaty funds for educating their children in schools of 
their own choice. The work also entailed generating support from 
the Church to support Catholic mission schools whose work was 
in danger due to withdrawal of government contracts. President 
Taft named Ketchem to the U.S. Board of Indian Commissioners 
in 1912, and his influence was profoundly felt in Washington. In 
1919, Father Ketchem was named a Monsignor at the insistence of 
Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore. Bishop Meerschaert, who ordained 

him for Oklahoma, was not pleased as he was never happy 
about Ketchem leaving in the first place! Father Ketchem 
died while visiting his beloved Choctaws in Mississippi 
on Nov. 14, 1921.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

believe it is a coincidence that 
our organization was founded 
the same year Father Stan was 
martyred,” said Harold Wittrock, 
co-founder of the Center of Fami-
ly Love and first cousin and dear 
friend of Blessed Stanley.

 Since opening 36 years ago, the 
Center of Family Love has empow-
ered hundreds of adults, through-
out the state who live with intel-
lectual and physical disabilities 
to be able to enjoy productive and 
meaningful lives. Their disabilities 
include cerebral palsy, autism, 
traumatic brain injury, muscular 
dystrophy and numerous genetic 
disorders. The center is the only 
faith-based organization in Okla-
homa that provides specialized 

residential care with innovative 
educational approaches along with 
skilled vocational programs in cen-
tral Oklahoma, including Okarche, 
Kingfisher and El Reno.

“This is truly a dream come true 
to have a beautiful place where 
our residents, their families and 
the community can come together 
to worship God and celebrate the 
Holy Mass each week. It is such a 
blessing to be able to honor and 
remember the mission of Blessed 
Stanley Rother who gave his life 
serving those less fortunate,” said 
Debbie Espinosa, chief executive of 
the center. 

The dedication Mass was cele-
brated Dec. 21 at the center.

continued from page 1

Altar servers at the dedication Mass. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis in Saint Peter’s Basilica. CNS photo.

Fr. Ketchem
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Happy New Year 2018! This year, my 
column with be visiting selected topics 
from our vast array of catholic truths. 

With a limited number of issues avail-
able throughout the year, I will make a 
selection of some key topics from our 
Catechism. The topics have been divid-
ed equally and evenly to cover the four 
pillars of the Catechism.

Each one of the pillars of the cate-
chism has a unique medley of truths that bring forward the goodness of 
God and the Lord’s favorite message to each one of us, “I love you!”

These various medleys of love come together to form an exceptional 
symphony whose beauty awakens joy in every heart that is open to each 
note of truth. 

Each note of truth of this beautiful symphony is born and revealed to 
us by God’s many and varied ways of communicating His love to us – 
apostolic tradition, the oral 
message with love at its core, 
is that spoken word that is 
preached, taught and com-
mented to all those willing to 
listen throughout the cen-
turies; and Sacred Scripture 
is the inspired and inerrant 
Word of God that the Church 
recognizes as having begun 
as an oral tradition and that 
later on was written down 
for others to read and find, 
through these holy words, 
God’s loving and living pres-
ence. 

On this sacred foundation, 
four pillars of truth arise that 
reveal the love and goodness 
of God for every disciple who 
is searching for solid food 
within the pages of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church. 

This catechism has more 
than 2,800 paragraphs of 
truth about our loving and 
merciful God. All of them help 
us grow in faith, hope and 
love. But, with so many paragraphs filled with eternal truths, questions 
come to mind. What’s the bottom-line essential message? Which truth is 
No. 1? What’s God’s plan here?

Throughout the history of Catholicism, where we can find the fullness 
of the Christian message, there always has been a common thread to 
how we respond to those questions; mainly because God’s plan, His bot-
tom-line essential message, and messenger, are all one in the same.

God’s plan, His bottom-line 
message, and messenger is LOVE! 
Jesus Christ, the incarnate love 
of God, shared the Good News of 
God’s love and has reunited us 
through His loving sacrifice to our 
heavenly Father. 

It’s all about love and without 
it you can never fully understand 
Catholicism. Let the Catechism, rich in biblical quotes, bring this first 
column of the year to an end.

457 “The Word became flesh for us to save us by reconciling us with 
God, who ‘loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins.’ … 
‘The Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world,” and “he was 
revealed to take away sins.’ Sick, our nature demanded to be healed; 
fallen, to be raised up; dead, to rise again. We had lost the possession 

of the good; it was necessary 
for it to be given back to us. 
Closed in the darkness, it 
was necessary to bring us the 
light; captives, we awaited a 
Savior; prisoners, help; slaves, 
a liberator. Are these things 
minor or insignificant? Did 
they not move God to descend 
to human nature and visit it, 
since humanity was in so mis-
erable and unhappy a state?”

458 “The Word became flesh 
so that thus we might know 
God’s love: ‘In this the love 
of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through 
him.’ ‘For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.’”

609 “By embracing in his 
human heart the Father’s love 
for men, Jesus ‘loved them to 

the end,’ for ‘greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.’ In suffering and death his humanity became the free 
and perfect instrument of his divine love which desires the salvation of 
men. Indeed, out of love for his Father and for men, whom the Father 
wants to save, Jesus freely accepted his Passion and death: ‘No one 
takes (my life) from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.’ Hence the 
sovereign freedom of God’s Son as he went out to his death.”

Our lifetime journey of knowing and loving God

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat of 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

Echoes
of 

Christ

When there’s so much, what’s the bottom-line?
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DIVINE REVELATION 
(Two Traditions to Communicate Love & Goodness:  Apostolic {oral} and Sacred Scripture {written}) 

 

Celebrate the Mass honoring the value of every human life

The Sanctity of Life Mass, a 
Mass honoring life from con-
ception to natural death, will be 

celebrated by Archbishop Coakley 
at 6 p.m. Jan. 17, at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Oklahoma 
City. 

“The sanc-
tity of human 
life lies at the 
very heart of 
the Christian 
message,” 
said Fa-
ther Brian 
Buettner, 
pastor of 
Blessed 
Sacrament 
in Lawton. 
“Therefore, in 
order to fol-
low the path 
God has for 

each one of us, we must recognize 
the inherent truth of this principle 
and incorporate it into the way we 
encounter God and our neighbor.” 

Following the Mass, there will 
presentations for high school stu-
dents and adults that focus on the 
dignity of life. Father Buettner will 
make a presentation to the youth 
titled, “I Have Called You Friends,” 
and will talk about how the be-
loved disciple Saint John offers us 
a unique model on being a young 
person that desires nothing more 
than to being close to Jesus.

Saint John’s life invites us to 
reflect on how we are living our 
lives and encourages us to set 
aside anything that could separate 
us from being a friend to Jesus,” 
Father Buettner said. 

The adult presentation, “A Cul-

ture of Witness: Cherishing the 
Vulnerable,” by Debbie Espinosa, 
executive director at the Center 
for Family Love, will talk about the 
value of every human life, pro-
moting the abilities of people with 
developmental disabilities. The 
Center of Family of Love provides 
adults with disabilities a quality of 
life where they are not just surviv-
ing but thriving.

Everyone is welcome and en-
couraged to attend Mass. It is 
presented by the Archdiocesan 
Sanctity of Life Committee. For 
more information about the Mass, 
contact Becky VanPool, (405) 523-
3000, Ext. 245, or for information 
about the youth presentation, 
contact Becky Jaime, bjaime@
archokc.org.

Sanctity of Life Mass acknowledging the anniversary of Roe v. Wade

Wednesday, January 17, at 6 o’clock in the evening
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral

3214 N. Lake Avenue / Oklahoma City, OK

Presentations Following Mass Include:

For Adults:
A Culture of Witness: Cherishing the Vulnerable

by Debbie Espinosa, Executive Director 
 Center for Family Love

For Youth:
I Have Called You Friends
by Father Brian Buettner

Presented by the Archdiocesan Sanctity of Life Committee. For more information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-3000 ext. 245.

Recently, I visited Saint Mark Parish in El 
Paso. I had the opportunity to talk with vol-
unteers who staff the parish’s RICO ministry, 
which serves unaccompanied minors under 
the custody of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 

RICO is an acronym for Refugio Infantil 
Comunidad (Community Child Shelter), but it 
also is named after the pastor’s nephew Rico, 
who was killed in Mexico.

The pastor is Msgr. Arturo Bañuelas, who 
knows too many stories of violence like the 
one that befell his nephew. His face turns to 
a grimace as he recounts one of them: Ana, a 
Salvadoran woman whose husband and baby 
were killed, leaving her and her other two chil-
dren to flee for dear life north into Mexico and 
eventually the United States. 

Along the two-month journey, she scavenged 
for food and tried desperately to protect her 
children from attackers. She was arrested 
when she made it to the U.S. border, but while 
in ICE custody she was allowed to visit Saint 
Mark, where she was welcomed and experi-
enced the first real human contact for many 
weeks. By that time, her children could barely 
tolerate solid food.

Volunteers at the constantly busy parish re-
count similar stories. A husband and wife team 
hold back tears as they remember the two-
month window of time when ICE allowed them 
to shelter thousands of migrants who streamed 
across the border fleeing violence. 

For eight weeks, Adrianna and Antonio Posa-
da lived and slept in the parish hall, taking 
care of men and women who had no other 
place to go. Men and women were raped along 
the journey; one man was left entirely naked 
after being attacked; one woman broke both 
legs after scaling the wall separating Mexico 

and the United States.
Stories such as these are part of the daily re-

ality of life on the border. Bishop Mark Seitz of 
El Paso has written movingly of this reality in 
his recent pastoral letter “Sorrow and Mourn-
ing Flee Away,” in which he recounts several 
similar stories. 

There is a pattern among them: families are 
torn asunder by uncontrolled violence in Hon-
duras, Guatemala, El Salvador or Mexico; they 
make heart-wrenching decisions to leave home 
for the dangerous journey, often at a moment’s 
notice and with nearly nothing. 

They travel through the valley of the shadow 
of death, often suffering further violence; and 
they arrive at the U.S. border. There, they are 
treated like criminals, often having to wear an 
ankle bracelet so they can be tracked, or living 
in detention until they can be sent back over 
the border to a hopeless future.

Bishop Seitz puts his finger on the way that 
political realities have shaped the lives of 
countless numbers of people. 

He writes, “I am bishop of a flock frightened 
by the flashing lights of police cars in the rear-
view mirror, who wonder if this family outing or 
that drive home from work will be the last. I am 
spiritual father to thousands of border patrol 
and ICE agents, who put their lives on the line 
to stem the flow of weapons and drugs and 
those who carry them.”

He understands the way policy changes im-
pact both migrants and members of law en-
forcement, all of whom are children of God. He 
knows something about the ways that chang-
ing laws and policies can throw generations 
of families into turmoil – whether it’s because 
of parents arrested and deported while their 
children are in school, or whether it’s because 
of adult siblings unable to visit each other 

because 
they live 
on oppo-
site sides 
of the El 
Paso/
Juárez 
border. 

Yet, he 
also knows that many ICE agents work hard 
to provide for their families and subject them-
selves to danger daily because of the perfect 
storm of unjust economic conditions, the illegal 
drug trade and broken immigration laws.

During my visit, I participated in the annual 
Border Mass, a cooperative effort of the dioces-
es of El Paso; Juárez, Mexico; and Las Cruces, 
N.M. The altar for the Mass was set upon an ad 
hoc platform right over the Rio Grande, which 
in El Paso is little more than a concrete storm 
canal that marks the border between the Unit-
ed States and Mexico. 

Bishop Seitz, the celebrant this year, stepped 
off the platform and waded across the shin-
deep water to offer communion to a priest from 
Juárez, who then shared it with the several 
hundred congregants on his side of the water. 

The bishop’s action reminded me of the way 
someone described refugee volunteers as “gente 
Puente” – bridge people. The Church, as the liv-
ing body of Christ who bridges the human and 
the divine, also provides a bridge for suffering 
people to experience healing. 

Let us pray for the graces to provide such 
bridges in our troubled world. 

Tim Muldoon is an author and serves as direc-
tor of mission education for Catholic Extension.

One of the funny little ways the 
Lord works in my life is that I will 
occasionally find an unfamiliar 
word circling through my head. 

Sometimes, it’s his way of point-
ing out a sin in my life; sometimes 
it’s his way of warning me about a 
situation; sometimes it’s his way of 
encouraging me to develop a new 
attitude or outlook. I go look up 
the unfamiliar word in 
the dictionary, and lo 
– there is divine guid-
ance.

One day, the word 
“troglodyte” started 
weaving in and out of 
my consciousness. As 
usual, I tried to take a 
few guesses, surmising 
that this might be re-
lated to health issues 
like heart disease or 
tumors. However, I 
soon discovered that 
a “troglodyte” was a 
“cave dweller.” Why 
would the Lord put 
such a word in my mind? Was 
this perhaps just an intellectual 
dust-bunny that had made its way 
into the public space in my brain?

No, funny enough – this became 
the prelude to the highlight of my 
2017, and possibly my whole life, 
on April 30. 

A few months later, I was sitting 

at my desk when an e-mail popped 
into my inbox, advertising for a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I had 
always wanted to go, but with Un-
cle Dave Ramsey occupying a large 
office space in my brain I never 
entertained the possibility with 
any seriousness. For some reason, 
grace intervened, and I made an 
executive decision to override Un-

cle Dave. A month later, I was in 
Israel with my sister.

As we arrived in Nazareth, the 
sister who was leading our pilgrim-
age began to explain the topog-
raphy of the surrounding region. 
Nazareth is situated on a rocky 
slope, in which there are many 
caves – which for thousands of 

years have been inhabited by ... 
wait for it ... troglodytes. I swear, 
I never heard that word used in a 
sentence before in my life. Jesus, 
Mary, Joseph, Joachim and Ann, 
were all cave dwellers! Who knew? 

My sister and I set our bags 
down in our room and immediately 
made our way to the Basilica of 
the Annunciation. “The basilica is 

closed to tourists,” said the 
man at the gate. “But, you 
can go in to pray.” 

Of course, we had no 
other reason to come to the 
basilica, and as we made 
our way into the dimly lit 
church, we discovered that 
we were entirely alone there. 

In the hushed silence, we 
made our way down into the 
open-air crypt, finding our 
way to that place – the still-
point of the turning world. 
It was Mary’s room, the 
one in which Gabriel had 
stood, the walls of which 
were those of a cave. Behind 

the grill stood a small altar, on 
which a plaque had been placed, 
inscribed with this words: Verbum 
caro hic factum est. “The Word 
was made flesh, here.”

My heart was so deeply moved 
by the privilege of being alone with 
my sister, in the very place where 
almighty God broke into history, 

in the most humble bedroom of a 
virgin, a troglodyte, from Nazareth.

One dimension of our faith that 
we could treasure more is how 
tangible and concrete the Catho-
lic faith is. We do not deal only in 
ideas, but in concrete events, in 
astonishing surprises, in reality. 
We like to nail down facts, time 
frames, locations. “The Word be-
came flesh, here.” Like, right here.

In God’s providence, the Word 
that became flesh 2017 odd years 
ago in a little cave room in Naza-
reth now makes himself present to 
you, right here in your local Cath-
olic Church. 

You can meet the living and true 
God, through whom the universe 
was made, in any Catholic Church 
or adoration chapel almost any-
time you like. You can receive him 
in Holy Communion, enfolding him 
in your very flesh. 

Let that sink in. What a privilege 
it is to be Catholic.
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Of cavemen and Christmas
Carole Brown 

Director of 
Evangelization 
and Missionary 

Discipleship 

Contagious Faith

Bridges over troubled borders

Tim Muldoon
Director of 

mission education 
Catholic Extension 
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USCCB at 100: Bishops’ conference arose out of 
national crisis a century ago

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops arose out of a national crisis a cen-
tury ago, when the United States entered World 
War I.

In responding to this historic event, the Cath-
olic Church sought how to best serve both its 
own people and the larger national community at 
a time of great need, and today the needs of the 
church and the common good at large continue 
to guide the USCCB and those who work for it.

As national mobilization moved ahead in 1917, 
following U.S. entry into the war, the American 
bishops established the National Catholic War 
Council to coordinate Catholic responses to the 
emergency.

In the months that followed, the 
council’s efforts included recruiting 
military chaplains, promoting recre-
ational services for servicemen, and, 
via a women’s committee, encourag-
ing war-related activities focusing on 
displaced persons and child welfare.

“The bishops felt they wanted to 
make sure they were directing the 
Catholic effort and not just kind of 
watch it take place,” Bishop Earl A. 
Boyea of Lansing, Mich., said.

“And, the best way to do that was 
to get all of the bishops together to 
figure out how we act as a national 
group of bishops to help lead Catholic 
efforts in various areas of need regard-
ing our own country.” 

After the war, the bishops decided to 
continue and expand their collabora-
tion on the national level.

In a letter to the Vatican, Cardinal 
James Gibbons of Baltimore, the hier-
archy’s de facto leader, said the bish-
ops sought to create “a unified force 
… directed to the furthering of those 
general policies that are vital to all.”

Pope Benedict XV approved the plan 
for a permanent organization to be 
called the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, the precursor to the USC-
CB, whose mission remains the same a 
century later.

The conference’s mission statement 
identifies three broad forms of activity:
 Acting collaboratively on vital issues 

confronting the church and society;
 Fostering communion with the 

Church in other nations, within the 
Church universal (under the leadership 
of the pope);
 Offering appropriate assistance to 

each bishop in fulfilling his particular 
ministry in the local church.

An early expression of this vision was 
the postwar program of social reconstruc-
tion, issued by the bishops’ Administrative Com-
mittee in February 1919.

Declaring “social justice and a contented 
people” to be the “only safeguard of peace,” it 
urged policies – now generally taken for granted, 
but decidedly forward-looking at the time – that 
included minimum wage legislation; govern-
ment-sponsored health and old age insurance; 
tough child labor laws; wage equality for women; 
and strict anti-monopoly enforcement.

Msgr. John A. Ryan, a professor of political 
economy and moral theology at The Catholic 
University of America, drafted the document. 
The priest came to head the NCWC social action 

department for the next quarter-century.
NCWC soon became a strong and effective voice 

for the U.S. church, articulating Catholic views 
on a variety of issues.

Archbishop Edward J. Hanna of San Francisco 
was the NCWC’s first chairman and Paulist Fa-
ther John J. Burke was its first general secretary. 

At its headquarters in Washington, the NCWC 
had departments for education, legislation, social 
action, lay organizations and press and publicity, 
along with a bureau for assistance to immigrants 
and an international news agency serving the 
Catholic press. NCWC provided information and 
resources to help counterpart offices in dioceses 
in their work, and served frequently as a model 
for the establishment of similar conferences of 
bishops in other countries.

In the mid-1930s, worried about 
the deteriorating tone of motion pictures, the 
bishops launched a successful program to pro-
vide moral evaluations of films and rally Catholic 
public opinion through an organization called the 
Legion of Decency.

During World War II, they established Catholic 
Relief Services to provide material assistance to 
refugees and people in war-torn nations. Today 
CRS, based in Baltimore, remains a major source 
of relief and development aid in many parts of the 
world. In the Cold War years, anti-communist ed-
ucation and action were features of many NCWC 
programs.

“We really are unique and our experience 

brought us all of the way up to the Second 
Vatican Council at which point, this was rec-
ommended for all of the bishops’ groupings and 
national groupings to have conferences,” Bish-
op Boyea said. “We became in a sense almost a 
model for the rest of the world.”

Vatican II (1962-65) in its Decree on the Pasto-
ral Office of Bishops commended existing bish-
ops’ conferences, urged that conferences be es-
tablished in places where they did not yet exist, 
and sketched their functions.

In 1966, the U.S. bishops replaced the NCWC 
with a dual structure: the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, for canonical, doctrinal and 
church life affairs; and the U.S. Catholic Confer-
ence, for temporal concerns. Programs 

of the old NCWC were continued and new 
ones were added.

The NCCB dealt with matters such as doctrine, 
liturgy, canon law, seminaries, priestly life and 
ministry, religious life, the permanent diaconate, 
ecumenical and interreligious affairs, pro-life 
activities and others. The USCC reflected the 
Catholic Church’s engagement with the world in 
the areas of education, social justice and com-
munication.

In the years immediately after Vatican II, much 
of the work of the NCCB and USCC focused on 
carrying out changes flowing from the ecumeni-
cal council or dictated by changing conditions in 
secular society.

Following the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. 

Wade decision legalizing abortion, pro-life educa-
tion and advocacy became even higher priorities 
for the hierarchy. The bishops also established 
a major new domestic anti-poverty program, the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. The 
1980s brought widely discussed collective pasto-
ral letters – “The Challenge of Peace” (1983) and 
“Economic Justice for All” (1986).

After extensive study, planning and discussion, 
the bishops adopted a restructuring plan that 
combined the NCCB and USCC into the present 
USCCB in 2001.

Committees of bishops – which in many cases 
have clergy, religious and lay consultants – deal 
with such matters as worship, vocations, clergy 

and consecrated life, international justice and 
peace, domestic social development, evange-
lization and catechesis, marriage and family, 
youth, communications, child protection and 
cultural diversity in the Church.

Regarding immigration, the USCCB contin-
ues to carry out its commitment to advocacy 
and direct assistance through its Migration 
and Refugee Services.

The body of bishops, usually meeting in 
general assembly twice a year, sets policy 
for the USCCB. Oversight is provided by the 
administrative committee of bishops, and an 
elected president, vice president, secretary 
and treasurer. The National Advisory Coun-
cil composed of bishops, clergy, religious 
and laity gives independent advice and 
offers recommendations.

Coordinating the work of some 300 staff 
members is the responsibility of the general 
secretariat, which also includes attached 
offices for legal and legislative affairs and 
administration. Along with its headquar-
ters in the nation’s capital, the conference 
has a small office for film and broadcasting 
in New York and a branch office for Migra-
tion and Refugee Services in Miami.

At their general assembly in November 
2016, the bishops adopted a 2017-2020 
strategic plan for the USCCB with the 
overall theme “Encountering the Mercy of 
Christ and Accompanying his People with 
Joy.” It identifies five priorities: evange-
lization, family and marriage, human 
life and dignity, vocations and ongoing 
formation, and religious freedom.

Today’s USCCB mirrors the vision 
expressed by Cardinal Gibbons when 
he told the Vatican of the formation 
of a bishops’ committee on “General 
Catholic Interests and Affairs” to plan 
a permanent national structure for the 
hierarchy. There was general agreement 
among the bishops that the Church 
needed such a body to present its in-

terests and better serve the nation, the cardinal 
wrote.

“From that moment of tragedy, and national 
and worldwide challenge, in 1917, came this 
magnificently unified credible voice with great-
er amplification in the national and worldwide 
scene,” New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan 
said.

After a century of dramatic changes, the USC-
CB is still responding to the multiple challenges 
and opportunities of that vision of collaboration 
in service.

Shaw is the author of more than 20 books and 
numerous articles and commentaries. He was 
information director of the NCCB/USCC (1967-
1987). Mark Pattison and Chaz Muth contributed 
to this story.

By Russell Shaw  
Catholic News Service 

Clergy members and laypeople pose in this undated photo 

outside the National Catholic Welfare Conference headquar-

ters in Washington. The conference was the precursor to the 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. CNS file photo.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ headquarters 

building. CNS/Tyler Orsburn.

A clergyman and women with the National Catholic Welfare 

Conference are pictured in an undated photo. The confer-

ence, which was founded as a council, was the precursor to 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. CNS file photo.

Saint Gregory’s winter 2017 
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Jobs Box
Keyboardist/music director 

St. Robert Bellarmine in Jones is 
seeking a part-time keyboardist/
music director. Liturgical music 
experience is preferred, as is a 
degree in music. Duties would 
include one Sunday Mass, Holy 
Day Masses, occasional funerals, 
quinceañeras and weekly choir 
practice. Contact Fr. Danny Gro-
ver, strobertb@gmail.com or Fran 
Thibodeau, (405)399-1727.

Communications coordinator
The archdiocese has an imme-

diate opening for a communica-
tions coordinator to be part of the 
Stewardship and Development 
team. The position is responsible 
for managing digital media and 
communications programs related 
to the implementation of the “One 
Church, Many Disciples” cam-
paign. The team is being expanded 
to support the implementation of a 
$55 million comprehensive capi-
tal fundraising campaign that will 
be implemented in 108 churches. 
The successful candidate will be 
highly organized, have excellent 
written, verbal and social media 
communication skills. Familiarity 
with social media platforms re-
quired. Send resume to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Elementary substitute teacher
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School, Edmond, is seeking an 
elementary long-term substitute 
during April and May 2018 to cov-
er a maternity leave. Certified sub-
stitute preferred. Send a resume 
to Laura Gallagher, principal, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, 925 S. Bou-
levard, Edmond, OK  73034, or 
lgallagher@stjohn-catholic.org.

Catapult teachers needed
Provides contracted instructional 

services with the necessary educa-
tional expertise in reading, mathe-
matics, writing and related areas; 
diagnoses learning skill deficits 
and delivers prescribed instruc-
tional delivery methods as deter-
mined by the company; consults 
with school personnel to coordi-
nate efforts in providing services 
to students; communicates and 
conferences with parents providing 
information on student progress. 
Bachelor’s degree and Oklaho-
ma teaching certificate required. 
Teaching experience preferred. All 
classroom, instructional materials, 
prepared lessons and paid training 
provided. Apply online at https://
careers-catapult.icims.com/
jobs/5314/teacher/job.

Director of youth and campus 
ministry

The archdiocese is seeking a full-
time director of youth, young adult 
and campus ministry. The position 
includes direct leadership of all 
archdiocesan youth evangelization 
and discipleship efforts, oversight 
of young adult and campus minis-
try efforts, and the summer youth 
camp program. Bachelor’s degree 
in theology, religious education 
or related field required; master’s 

degree preferred. Previous experi-
ence in leading youth ministry on 
the diocesan and/or parish level a 
must. Significant background with 
leadership training and ministry 
formation highly desired. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send resume 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Youth camp coordinator
The archdiocese is seeking a 

seasonal coordinator for Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. The coordinator provides 
overall direction and supervision 
for the summer camp program. In-
volves direct and onsite leadership 
of all camp staff members through 
the summer months. Work on the 
camp begins in February, transi-
tioning into full-time hours during 
the summer, and finishing with 
post-camp activity into early Fall. 
Position will run February through 
September. Experience with 
summer camp programming and 
youth ministry required. Requires 
a self-starter who can multi-task 
and communicate with people 
of various ages, backgrounds 
and cultures. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Academic and college counselor 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks an academic and 
college counselor who supports 
goals set for student achieve-
ment and college attendance, and 
invests students and families in 
accomplishing these goals. The 
counselor will focus exclusively 
on the Class of 2022, supporting 
the founding class with academic 
development and college applica-
tions and enrollment. Bachelor’s 
degree required. Master’s degree 
in guidance counseling or valid 
counseling certificate preferred. 
Start June 2018. Apply at www.
cristoreyokc.org/careers.  

Social counselor – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC seeks a social 

counselor for the 2018-19 school 
year. Social counselors provide 
support for students and help 
guide their social, emotional and 
mental health. Counselors identify 
students who need extra support, 
advocate and develop improve-
ment plans, provide counseling 
to individuals and small groups, 
provide research and refer stu-
dents to community resources and 
work with/liaise with the students’ 
teachers, administration and fam-
ily. Master’s degree and Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) or 
Licensed Professional Counselor 
(LPC) required. Position starts July 
2018. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.  

Development director – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School has an immediate opening 
for development director to di-
rect, coordinate and execute the 
school’s strategic fundraising plan. 
The director will oversee the day-
to-day operations of the school’s 
development office and spearhead 
public relations and communica-

tion efforts for development activ-
ities. Bachelor’s degree required 
with experience directly related to 
fundraising and managing profes-
sional staff. Apply at www.cristo-
reyokc.org/careers.  

High school dean – OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School seeks a high school dean to 
further the mission by supporting 
a culture that empowers student 
self-reliance and develops the 
values of faith, knowledge, service 
and purpose. The dean will focus 
on maximizing school-wide aca-
demic growth and student develop-
ment. Bachelor’s degree required. 
Master’s degree with principal 
certification preferred. Position 
starts June 2018. Apply at www.
cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Coordinator of campus 
ministries, student life – OKC 

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School seeks a coordinator to work 
closely with the principal and 
president/CEO to nurture spiritu-
al and religious life by designing 
and directing high-quality stu-
dent retreats, community service 
opportunities, liturgical events and 
assemblies, and by supporting 
student clubs. Position starts June 
2018. Apply at www.cristoreyokc.
org/careers.  

CMA or med tech aide 
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking a CMA or medical tech aide 
for the evening shift and night shift. 
Applicant must pass background 
check and drug testing. Full-time 
benefits. A 403B is available. Op-
portunity for growth and advance-
ment. Apply in person at St. Ann 
Retirement Center, 7501 W. Britton 
Rd., OKC; (405) 721-0747.

Fifth grade teacher – Ponca City
St. Mary Catholic School has 

an immediate opening for a fifth-
grade teacher. Applicant should 
be certified in Oklahoma. Contact 
Principal Marilyn Nash, (580) 765-
4387.

Music director/organist - Enid 
St. Francis Xavier, Enid, is seek-

ing a full-time music director and 
organist. Degree in music desired. 
Experience and knowledge of the 
music tradition of the Catholic 
Church needed.  Includes wed-
dings, funerals, quincineras and 
Holy Days. Contact Fr. Irwin at 
(580) 237-0812 or frjosephirwin@
yahoo.com.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need of 

volunteers who will mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

Friday, February 2  •  7:15 am

Skirvin Hotel, Oklahoma City

SAVE
DATE

e

CATHOLIC
       E D U C A T I O Nbreakfast

Celebrating2018

Benefiting e 
St. Katharine Drexel and St. John the Baptist de La Salle Funds.

For more information or to register please visit archokc.org/breakfast
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A book for the New Year
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic

Here is a book to 
take into the New 
Year, to read each 
day and to take to 
heart. This is “Pope 
Francis and the Joy 

of Family Life: Daily Reflections.”
Kevin Cotter is the editor, and for each day 

of the year, he has selected a short text drawn 
from the Holy Father’s homilies, addresses and 
encyclicals, and some are noted as “Domus 
Sanctae Marthae.” These are the meditations of 
Pope Francis during the daily Mass he cele-
brates in the chapel of Saint Martha’s House, 
his residence since 2013.

The title of each selection is lifted directly 
from the day’s text, and so each one is an orig-
inal. 

Readers can follow day by day or browse and 
select from such intriguing entries as “Not by 
Taking Her to the Plastic Surgeon,” “Charity Is 
Like Anesthesia,” “Poets of Prayer,” “I Wonder,” 
“A Thousand Courses in Yoga,” and “Not Out of 
Thin Air.”

Another hallmark of Pope Francis is his 
willingness to shake things up, to “make a 
mess,” as he once put it. In the daily readings 
of this book, he tells us that we have to “come 
out from behind our fences.” He asks us to 
ask ourselves, “Do I play the Catholic and then 
live as a pagan?” He points out that “Christian 

living means sometimes going against the tide 
and encountering obstacles” and “an authentic 
faith … always involves a deep desire to change 
the world.” 

The editor, likewise, asks some probing 
questions in the “Reflections” he attaches at 
the end of each day’s selected readings. Kotter 
asks, “What changes does the Lord want you 
to make in how you love your family?” and “Do 
you envision yourself as being on the front 
lines?”

The focus of the book is family, and 
Pope Francis is very much in touch 
with the struggles that parents experi-
ence. He realizes that there are those 
“who have only $.50 in their pocket 
at month’s end” and tells engaged 
couples he is addressing, “It’s not 
easy, not easy at all.” He says hon-
estly that “It is true that there are so 
many difficulties in married life … 
so much to contend with” and that 
couples “can feel crushed at times.”

Here, Cotter offers comforting words, ask-
ing “What does our heavenly Father teach us 
about parenting patiently?” and “What are your 
family’s dreams? How are you working toward 
them?”

The Holy Father has plenty of good advice 
for families in this little book. He addresses 
them with, “You, families, take the light of faith 
from Him (Christ) in order to pass it on to your 
children.” To do this, families should “Read the 

Gospel every day! Meditate on it a little while.” 
“Ask Mary to ‘show us Jesus,’” Pope Francis 

says, and “Pray to Saint Joseph – the model 
educator.” Finally, he urges, “If you want your 
children to become true Christians, help them 
grow up ‘immersed’ in the Holy Spirit” and “Do 
not forget to invoke the Holy Spirit often, every 
day.”

All of this is important, Pope Francis says, 
because “In the family, we learn how to love.”

Joy is the theme of this book, 
and the selections are filled 
with the spirit of joy. The Holy 
Father says that “If we are truly 
in love with Christ, and if we 
sense how much He loves us, 
our hearts will ‘light up’ with 
a joy that spreads to everyone 
around us.”

“The masterpiece of society is 
the family.” “What is God’s plan?” 
he asks. “It is to make of us all 
a single family of his children, in 

which each person feels that God is close and 
feels loved by him … feels the warmth of being 
God’s family.”

Kevin Cotter is a missionary with FOCUS 
(The Fellowship of University Students), where 
he serves as the senior director of curriculum. 
He holds a master’s degree in Sacred Scripture 
from the Augustine Institute.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

aromero@archokc.org      (405) 721-8944

Seventeen years ago, Connie and 
Sherri Sikes were asked by their pastor 
to begin a ministry at the prisons near 
Purcell. 

They were unsure, stating that it was 
not anything they would be good at. The 
pastor insisted and they reluctantly be-
gan the prison ministry. 

Once they started, Father Jim Cham-
berlain said, they went again, then they 
went weekly. The couple helped start 
Communion services, they taught and 
some of their students completed RCIA 
to join the Church. The Sikeses listened 
to and prayed with the inmates. 

Recently, the couple retired after 17 years of prison ministry, and other 
parishioners assumed their duties. The parish, Our Lady of Victory in 
Purcell, celebrated their faithfulness and thanked them in December with 
a dinner. Photo provided.

Unburdened in the New Year

“Burdened.” Not a word typically 
linked with the first few days of 
the new year. More likely we think 
about a fresh start, firm resolu-
tions or even diets. Why begin the 
year talking about our burdens?

The Magnificat, my handy prayer 
companion day in and day out, 
brought me these words on this 
first evening of the New Year: 
“Come to me, all you who labor 
and are burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart; and 
you will find rest for yourselves” 
(Matt.11:28-29).

I’m tired. The first day of the 
New Year, and I’m tired. (OK, so 
last night was a long and festive 
night). I could use a rest. But, 

that’s not what this Scripture is 
about. 

The truth finally dawned on 
me today – the yoke that the 
Lord offers us (not forces on us) 
is a shared yoke. It’s His. And, it 
comes with a promise. If we live 
this year in His will, walking side 
by side with the Lord, then we will 
enjoy rest. 

What “burdens” us is not the 
“stuff” of life, but our own foolish 
grasp for the steering wheel – and 
our stubborn attempts to set our 
life’s GPS according to our person-
al whims of the moment.

The best way to live this year 
with fresh energy and purpose is 
to re-align our lives, not in light of 
our own self-focused goals, but in 
line with the only goals that mat-
ter – His goals for our lives. 

Got it. Now for the hard part …

By Mary Hasson  
Catholic News Agency

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Stations
OKC - 97.3 FM KKNG
OKC - 97.7 FM KRGU
Antlers - 90.3 FM KMAC
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM KPIM
Clinton - 98.3 FM KFWG
Edmond - 100.9 FM KSMJ
Elk City - 100.7 FM KPFS

Tulsa - 94.9 FM KPIM
Lawton - 88.3 FM KOEG
Prague - 88.3 FM KIOP
Ringwood - 104.9 FM KEUC
Shawnee - 107.1 FM KOGD
Woodward - 93.3 FM KFPP

okcatholicbroadcasting.com
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Jornada Mundial del Migrante y del 
Refugiado 2018

El misterio de la Cruz ya arroja su sombra 
incluso mientras concluimos la temporada 
Navideña. Muy poco después del nacimiento de 
Jesús, José se vio obligado a huir con su joven 
familia debido a las amenazas asesinas del rey 
Herodes. La Sagrada Familia hizo el difícil viaje 
a Egipto como inmigrantes que buscaban asilo 
en una tierra extranjera donde permanecieron 
hasta que les fue posible regresar (Mt 2: 13-
15).

La historia de la Sagrada Familia, el Pueblo 
Elegido, la experiencia de la Iglesia y la historia 
de nuestra nación comparten esta característi-
ca similar: hemos sido un pueblo itinerante, y 
a menudo nos encontramos como 
desconocidos en un país extranje-
ro, un pueblo peregrino.

Nuestro legado de inmigrantes 
es una de las características dis-
tintivas de nuestra experiencia e 
identidad estadounidense.

En los últimos años, sin em-
bargo, el gran volumen de inmi-
grantes indocumentados y nues-
tra respuesta a este fenómeno se 
han convertido en algunos de los 
temas más desafiantes y divisivos 
de nuestra época. Nos desafían a 
lidiar con esta situación de una 
manera justa y compasiva. Pero 
la inmigración y la migración de 
personas no son exclusivas de la 
experiencia estadounidense.

La migración es un fenómeno 
global. En todos los continentes, 
la gente está en movimiento. A 
veces, los migrantes abandonan 
voluntariamente su tierra natal en 
busca de nuevas oportunidades 
y mejores futuros, como muchos 
de nuestros antepasados   que 
vinieron a América. A menudo, sin embargo, se 
ven obligados a huir porque han sido despla-
zados por desastres naturales, guerras, per-
secución religiosa, opresión política y pobreza 
extrema. Desafortunadamente, los desafíos 
muy reales que se derivan de estos movimien-
tos masivos de personas a menudo son vistos 
principalmente como preocupaciones políticas 

más que desde las perspectivas de la solidari-
dad humana y el Evangelio.

Perdemos fácilmente de vista el rostro huma-
no de estos migrantes, refugiados y solicitantes 
de asilo. En el mensaje del Papa Francisco 
para la 104a. Jornada Mundial del Migrante y 
del Refugiado, que se celebrará el domingo 14 
de enero, escribe: “Cada forastero que llama a 
nuestra puerta es una ocasión de encuentro 
con Jesucristo, que se identifica con el extran-
jero acogido o rechazado en cualquier época de 
la historia (cf. Mt 25,35.43). A cada ser hu-
mano que se ve obligado a dejar su patria en 
busca de un futuro mejor, el Señor lo confía al 

amor maternal 
de la Iglesia.”

Uno de los 
subproductos 
más perturba-
dores de este 
movimiento ma-
sivo de personas 
es el fenómeno 
de la trata de 
personas. A vec-
es, como resul-
tado del rapto y 
el secuestro, las 
personas son 
vendidas como 
esclavas a la 
prostitución, se 
convierten en 
objetos de por-
nografía y con-
trabandistas. 
También  se ven 
obligadas a tra-
bajar en talleres 
clandestinos sin 
ninguna esper-

anza de obtener su libertad. Los traficantes que 
se hacen pasar por agentes de adopción se-
cuestran, compran y venden a niños a padres 
adoptivos desprevenidos.

Muy a menudo las personas que están deses-
peradas por emigrar para encontrar trabajo o 
para reunirse con sus familias se convierten 
en blanco de traficantes o “coyotes” que los 

explotan medi-
ante la extorsión 
y los abandonan 
a menudo en 
desiertos, mar o 
en otros entornos 
hostiles. Lamen-
tablemente, las victimas más vulnerables de la 
trata de personas son las mujeres y los niños.

Cuando consideramos la dignidad de cada 
una de estas personas y el tremendo potencial 
humano que aportan para contribuir al bien 
común, nos corresponde a nosotros, como 
católicos y como estadounidenses, trabajar por 
una reforma justa y comprensiva de nuestro 
sistema de inmigración.

Sin duda es necesario para asegurar y prote-
ger nuestras fronteras de los intrusos hostiles y 
el acceso ilegal. Pero no es suficiente. También 
nos conviene proporcionar los medios adecua-
dos de acceso legal para aquellos inmigrantes 
que buscan trabajos que de otro modo no 
podrían cubrirse o para reunirse con familiares 
que ya están aquí legalmente.

Es en el mejor interés de todos, que estos 
inmigrantes y refugiados sean recibidos y acog-
idos con respeto, protegidos de la explotación, 
que su dignidad sea salvaguardada y promov-
ida para que puedan alcanzar su pleno poten-
cial humano. Y que se integren plenamente en 
la sociedad en lugar de dejarlos en las sombras 
y los márgenes.

Como nación, hemos sido ricamente bende-
cidos de muchas maneras. En consecuencia, 
tenemos el deber moral de ser generosos al 
darles la bienvenida a aquellos migrantes, refu-
giados y solicitantes de asilo que se ven obliga-
dos por circunstancias difíciles a abandonar 
sus países de origen; como lo fueron la Sagrada 
Familia.

Si nuestra gran nación no proporciona los 
medios adecuados de acceso legal para los 
migrantes, disminuimos nuestra grandeza y 
contribuimos involuntariamente a la continua 
explotación por traficantes inescrupulosos de 
estos hombres, mujeres y niños desesperados. 
¡Podemos mejorar!

Jornada Mundial 
del Migrante y
del Refugiado

El papa Francisco celebró Misa para 
la fiesta de María Madre de Dios en la 
Basílica de San Pedro en el Vaticano 
el 1 de enero. Foto CNS/Paul Haring.

¡Feliz año nuevo 2018! Este año, mi 
columna incluirá temas seleccionados 
de nuestra amplia gama de verdades 
católicas.

Con un número limitado de ediciones 
disponibles durante todo el año, selec-
cionaré algunos temas claves de nuestro 
Catecismo. Los temas se han dividido 
en partes iguales y equitativas para cu-
brir los cuatro pilares del Catecismo.

Cada uno de los pilares del catecismo tiene una melodía única de 
verdades que hacen resaltar la bondad de Dios y el mensaje favorito del 
Señor para cada uno de nosotros: «¡Te amo!»

Estas diversas melodías de amor se unen para formar una sinfonía ex-
cepcional cuya belleza despierta alegría en cada corazón que está abier-
to a cada nota de verdad. 

Cada nota de verdad de esta 
hermosa sinfonía nace y se 
revela a través de las muchas 
y variadas formas que Dios 
tiene para comunicarnos Su 
amor - la tradición apostóli-
ca, el mensaje oral con amor 
en su centro, es esa palabra 
hablada que se predica, 
enseña y comenta a todos 
aquellos que están dispuestos 
a escucharla a lo largo de los 
siglos; y la Sagrada Escritura, 
la Palabra de Dios inspira-
da e inerrante, que la Iglesia 
reconoce que inició como una 
tradición oral y que luego fue 
escrita para que otros leyén-
dola pudiesen encontrar, en 
y a través de estas santas pal-
abras, la presencia amorosa y 
viva de Dios.

Sobre este fundamento 
sagrado, surgen los cuatro 
pilares de la verdad que rev-
elan el amor y la bondad de 
Dios para cada discípulo que 
está buscando alimento sólido en las páginas del Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica.

Este catecismo tiene más de 2,800 párrafos de verdad sobre nuestro 
amoroso y misericordioso Dios. Todos ellos nos ayudan a crecer en la 
fe, la esperanza y el amor. Pero, con tantos párrafos llenos de verdades 
eternas, hay algunas preguntas que vienen a la mente. ¿Cuál es el men-
saje esencial? ¿Cuál es la verdad número 1? ¿Cuál es el plan de Dios?

A lo largo de la historia del catolicismo, donde podemos 
encontrar la plenitud del mensaje cristiano, siempre hemos 
tenido un hilo común en cómo responder a esas preguntas; 
principalmente porque el plan de Dios, su mensaje esencial 
y su mensajero, son una misma realidad. 

¡El plan de Dios, su mensaje esencial y el mensajero es el 
AMOR! Jesucristo mismo, el amor encarnado de Dios, quien 
compartió con nosotros la Buena Nueva del amor de Dios y 
nos ha vuelto a unir a nuestro Padre Celestial a través de Su 

amoroso sacrificio. 
Todo es amor, y sin el amor nun-

ca se puede comprender plena-
mente al catolicismo. Dejemos que 
el Catecismo, rico en citas bíblicas, 
traiga a un final esta primera co-
lumna del año.

457 “El Verbo se encarnó para 
salvarnos reconciliándonos con 
Dios: ‘Dios nos amó y nos envió a su Hijo como propiciación por nues-
tros pecados’ … ‘El Padre envió a su Hijo para ser salvador del mundo’ 
‘Él se manifestó para quitar los pecados’: Nuestra naturaleza enferma 
exigía ser sanada; desgarrada, ser restablecida; muerta, ser resucitada. 
Habíamos perdido la posesión del bien, era necesario que se nos de-
volviera. Encerrados en las tinieblas, hacía falta que nos llegara la luz; 

estando cautivos, esperába-
mos un salvador; prisioneros, 
un socorro; esclavos, un liber-
tador. ¿No tenían importancia 
estos razonamientos? ¿No 
merecían conmover a Dios 
hasta el punto de hacerle ba-
jar hasta nuestra naturaleza 
humana para visitarla, ya que 
la humanidad se encontraba 
en un estado tan miserable y 
tan desgraciado?” 

458 “El Verbo se encarnó 
para que nosotros conociése-
mos así el amor de Dios: ‘En 
esto se manifestó el amor que 
Dios nos tiene: en que Dios 
envió al mundo a su Hijo 
único para que vivamos por 
medio de él.’ ‘Porque tanto 
amó Dios al mundo que dio a 
su Hijo único, para que todo 
el que crea en él no perezca, 
sino que tenga vida eterna.’”

609 “Jesús, al aceptar en 
su corazón humano el amor 
del Padre hacia los hombres, 

‘los amó hasta el extremo’ porque ‘nadie tiene mayor amor que el que 
da su vida por sus amigos.’ Tanto en el sufrimiento como en la muerte, 
su humanidad se hizo el instrumento libre y perfecto de su amor divino 
que quiere la salvación de los hombres. En efecto, aceptó libremente su 
pasión y su muerte por amor a su Padre y a los hombres que el Padre 
quiere salvar: ‘Nadie me quita (la vida); yo la doy voluntariamente.’ De 
aquí la soberana libertad del Hijo de Dios cuando Él mismo se encamina 
hacia la muerte.”
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Nuestra peregrinación de toda la vida para 
conocer y amar a Dios
Cuando hay tanto, ¿Qué es lo más esencial?

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

Ecos
de 

CristO

 

 

 

 

 


Los Cuatro Pilares de Amor y Bondad del 

Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica  

               1                        2                       3                        4 
            Conocer                                Celebrar                                  Vivir                                    Dialogo 
                     El Amor y                            El Amor y                              El Amor y                              De Amor 
                     la Bondad                            la Bondad                             la Bondad                              y Bondad 

REVELACIÓN DIVINA 
Dos Tradiciones Comunican el Amor y la Bondad: Apostólica (oral) y Sagradas Escrituras (escrita) 

LA
 P

RO
FE

SI
ÓN

 D
E 

LA
 FE

 

   

LA
 C

EL
EB

RA
CI

ÓN
 D

EL
 

M
IS

TE
RI

O 
CR

IS
TI

AN
O 

     
LA

 V
ID

A 
EN

 C
RI

ST
O 

    

LA
 O

RA
CI

ÓN
 C

RI
ST

IA
NA

 

 

Planificacion Familiar Natural



Sooner Catholic14   January 7, 2018

Briefs
FOCUS mission trips

The Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students (FOCUS) will host 
more than 130 trips in nearly 50 
countries during the 2017–2018 
academic year. Summer trip ap-
plications due Jan. 15. Full list of 
trips at focusoncampus.org/mis-
sions.  

Longest married couple 
nominations

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
is looking for the longest married 
couple in the United States. Visit 
wwme.org by Jan. 10 to nominate 
a couple, or e-mail the name of the 
couple, their wedding date, where 
they live and contact informa-
tion for the person nominating to 
bkberland@gmail.com; or mail to 
Bryan and Karen Berland, 530 S. 
Academy, Guthrie 73044, or call 
(405) 850-4274. National winners 
will be announced in February 
2018 along with 50 state winners. 

Artist Way class
For anyone discerning a new 

path in life, looking to grow in faith 
and become a better version of 
themselves, there is the Artist Way 
Class. Facilitated by Katie Gordy, 
the 10-week class will be 1:30 p.m. 
– 3 p.m. Jan. 11 - March 15 at 
St. John, Edmond, in the Council 
Room. Babysitting available upon 
request at (405) 204-0598. Cost is 
$100 and participants need to pur-
chase the book “The Artist Way” by 
Julia Cameron. To enroll contact 
Katie at ktgktg1213@gmail.com or 
call/text (405) 627-6954.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Mass
The Mass will be at 5 p.m. Jan. 

13 at Corpus Christi Church, 1616 
N. Kelly Ave., with the tribute to 
follow Mass. The Corpus Chris-
ti parish also invites everyone to 
celebrate Mass at 11 a.m. Jan. 14 
with the parish’s former pastor, 
Fr. Paul Gallatin. There will be a 
potluck meal after Mass, which is 
open to the surrounding commu-
nity. On Jan. 15 parish members 
will march in the MLK parade at 
2 p.m. near 7th and Broadway. 
Contact, (405) 236-4301 or e-mail 
corpuschristichurch@cox.net.

Bingo Night
St Paul the Apostle, 3901 S. 

Sunnylane Rd, Del City, will be 
hosting a bingo night the second 
Saturday of each month in 2018, 
to help pay for repairs on their 
parish hall building. Bingo packs 
are $10 each. Doors open at 6 
p.m. for dinner; mini games at 
6:30 p.m. and session games at 7 
p.m. First game of the year is Jan. 
13. Contact, (405) 802-5747.

Sanctity of Life Mass
The 2018 Sanctity of Life Mass 

is at 6 p.m. Jan. 17 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 North Lake Ave., OKC. There 
will be presentations after Mass 
for adults and high school youth. 
For adults: “A Culture of Witness: 

Cherishing the Vulnerable,” by 
Debbie Espinosa, executive direc-
tor at the Center for Family Love. 
For high school youth: “I Have 
Called You Friends,” by Fr. Brian 
Buettner.

Friends of Bolivia dinner
The Knights of Columbus of 

St. Eugene, 2400 West Hefner 
Road, OKC will host it’s annu-
al pasta and homemade Italian 
meatball dinner at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 
27. Proceeds benefit the Friends 
of Bolivia’s 25th medical mission 
in May. Tickets will be sold after 
all Masses at St. Eugene Jan. 20 
and 21. Tickets will be sold at the 
door, but advance purchase is 
recommended. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for kids ages 6-11. 
Kids 5 and under are free. Takeout 
available. Contact, Steve Chastain, 
(405) 470-2045.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend

The next Oklahoma City Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend is Jan. 
26-28 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Contact Rick and Bev Fell-
er, (405) 323-9119, rbfeller@gmail.
com. Apply by Jan. 1 to receive 25 
percent off the $100 application 
fee (promo code: EarlyJan). Visit 
http://meoklahoma.org. 

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, continues 
to present “The Shepherd Cannot 
Run: A Retrospective on the Life 
of Father Stanley Rother.” The 
free exhibit is open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. Special tours ar-
ranged by calling (405) 721-5651, 
Ext. 141.

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A retreat for sacramentally mar-
ried couples with an opportunity 
to begin their spiritual journey 
together (or to deepen it). Feb. 1-4 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway. Con-
tact Alexander Schimpf at (858) 
431-9480; alexanderschimpf@
gmail.com. Register at https://
nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/do-
mestic-church-evangelization-re-
treat-february-1-4-2018-oklaho-
ma-city.

Celebrating Catholic Education 
Breakfast

The second annual Celebrating 
Catholic Education Breakfast is 
scheduled for 7:15 a.m. Feb. 2 at 
the Skirvin Hilton Hotel in Oklaho-
ma City. Join Archbishop Coak-
ley, Superintendent Diane Floyd, 
educators from around the arch-
diocese and Barbara Edmondson, 
chief leadership and programs offi-
cer for the National Catholic Edu-
cation Association to celebrate and 
support the 23 Catholic schools of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Bishop McGuinness annual 
dinner, auction

Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School’s 2018 annual dinner 
and auction “McGuinness Rocks 
On” will be at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 at The 
Criterion, 500 E. Sheridan Ave., 
OKC. Proceeds benefit school’s 
work grant program (tuition assis-
tance) and additional school proj-
ects. Will honor long-time McGuin-
ness supporters Jay and Susan 
Johnston. Visit www.bmchs.org 

Rose Day
The annual Rose Day Pro-Life 

Rally, which takes place inside the 
Oklahoma State Capitol each year, 
is set for Feb. 7. The day will fea-
ture Kay Coles James, new presi-
dent of The Heritage Foundation, 
and the Most Rev. David Konderla, 
Bishop of Tulsa. Contact Catholic 
Charities, (800) 375-8514, www.
bgco.org/roseday.

Lenten Mission
Save the date for a Lenten Mis-

sion with Fr. Joe Creedon – “Living 
Out Our Baptismal Commitment,” 
Feb. 19-21, at St. John, 900 S. 
Boulevard, Edmond. (405) 340-
0691.

School of Lectio
The next session of St. Joseph 

Monastery’s School of Lectio is 
Feb. 21-24. Contact lectio@stjo-
sephmonastery.org. Overnight 
accommodations available for a 
limited number of participants. 
Visit www.stjosephmonastery.org/
retreats. 

Silent retreat on creativity
The Lenten retreat is a weekend 

where people can develop creativi-
ty, work on a project, discern their 
path or just rest and get closer to 
God. The retreat is 9 a.m. March 
2 - Noon March 4 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. Katie 
Gordy will facilitate and 
provide home-cooked 
meals. Men and women 
are welcome. Contact 
Katie at (405) 627-6954, 
ktgktg1213@gmail.com. 

Prayer in the Four 
Directions

Save the date for the 
second annual Prayer 
in the Four Directions 
retreat by the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City’s 
American Indian Cath-
olic Outreach and Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha Spir-
itual Center of Oklaho-
ma. The theme, “Being 
a Missionary Where You 
Are,” will be discussed 
at the retreat March 3 
at Our Lady of the Lake 
Lodge, Guthrie. Contact 
Deacon Roy Callison, 
American Indian Cath-
olic Outreach coordina-
tor, (918) 822-3255. 

Catholic Men’s Conference
The 22nd annual Catholic Men’s 

Conference, “In The Father’s Foot-
steps XXII,” will be March 3 at Em-
bassy Suites Conference Center, 
Norman. Visit www.catholicmen.
net.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

Registration is open for the 2018 
Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Con-
ference on March 10 at the new Ed-
mond Conference Center. Speakers 
include Immaculée Ilibagiza, María 
Ruiz Scaperlanda and Donna Heck-
ler. Register at www.ocwconference.
com or on the Facebook page. 

Come and See weekend
The Sisters of St. Joseph Mon-

astery “Come and See” Monastic 
Moment Weekend is March 23-25. 
Open to women between ages 18-
35 who are considering a religious 
vocation. No charge. Contact Sr. 
Marie Therese at stjomonastery@
gmail.com.

Pilgrimage to France
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and Fr. 

John Peter Swaminathan on a 
pilgrimage to France June 18-29. 
Visit the incorruptible saints Ber-
nadette Soubiros, John Vianney, 
Catherine Laboure and Vincent 
de Paul. Visit holy sites in Nevers, 
Paray Le Monial, Villefranche sur 
Saone, La Salette, Grenoble, Le 
Puy, Chartres, with two days in 
Lourdes and four days in Paris. 
All-inclusive with roundtrip flights 
from OKC, breakfasts and din-
ners, daily Mass, deluxe lodging, 
all site admissions. $4,549.00 pp. 
$300 pp deposit required by Feb. 
13. Balance due April 4. Contact 
Melani Roewe, (405) 642-8139, 
Mroewe@unitours.com.

 January 18-25
Unity Prayer Service

Sunday, Jan. 21 - 4 p.m. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Sponsored by the Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy and the Arts
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Unique Fraternal Benefits.
For Free.

Since the FREE fraternal benefits
program was launched in 1994,

the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

has paid out more than
$14.9 MILLION in benefits

to families in need.

The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org
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Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016

January 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of 
the Lord.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. at St. Andrew, 800 
N.W. 5, Moore, McConnell 
Room. Contact (316) 558-
0422, billfull@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at the Stanley Rother 
House (behind St. James) in 
OKC, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call (405) 330-6334, (405) 
414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
potato.lang@gmail.com.

Feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord.

Catholic War Veterans (of 
any war/conflict) meeting, 7 
p.m. at St. Ann Retirement 
Center community room. 
Contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt, 
(405) 567-3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 

7

7

7

7

8

9
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Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197; 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Toni Calvey, (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

Feast of St. Hilary.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Mass, 5 p.m. at Corpus 
Christi Church, 1616 N. Kelly 
Ave., OKC.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 
N. Grove Ave. Contact (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Feast of St. Anthony.

Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m. 
– 8 p.m. at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. 

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the 
novena prayers will be: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 5 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. Fabian.

Feast of St. Sebastian. 

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting following. Contact 
Karen Banks, (405) 396-9086 
or Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of 
St. Therese, Little Flower, 
OKC, Noon - 4:30 p.m. Call 
Barbara Basgall (405) 826-
3860 or Susan Staudt (405) 
473-6328.
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Prayer in the Four Directions
Save the date 

The second annual Prayer in the Four Directions retreat by the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s American Indian Catholic 
Outreach and Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Spiritual Center of 

Oklahoma is March 3 at Our Lady of the Lake Lodge, 
Guthrie. The theme is, “Being a Missionary Where You Are.” 

Contact Deacon Roy Callison, 
American Indian Catholic Outreach coordinator, (918) 822-3255.
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ROME, Italy – Baroque Italian painter Arte-
misia Gentileschi is hailed as a “feminist icon” 
based on her portrayal of the female “hero,” who 
through violence enacts symbolic revenge against 
men, and her supposed defiance of Counter-Ref-
ormation taboos.

But, the artist should actually be remembered 
for the significant role she played in supporting 
the Catholic revival of art in the wake of the Prot-
estant Reformation as 
well as for her depiction 
of the core Christian 
struggle between virtue 
and vice, Vatican art 
historian Elizabeth Lev 
said.

Considered one of 
the most accomplished 
artists in the generation 
following Caravaggio, 
her work was show-
cased this past year in 
an exhibit at Rome’s 
Palazzo Braschi, which 
brought 30 of her paint-
ings together in a single 
space for the first time.

Born at the end of the 
16th century, Artemisia 
Gentileschi’s life has 
become predominantly 
known for the unfortu-
nate circumstance of 
her rape at the young 
age of 17 or 18, and 
the difficult trial that 
followed, Lev said.

It is this story that art 
historians have “hi-
jacked” as the basis for 
claiming her as a fem-
inist hero. But should 
they? Anti-Church?

Many art historians 
“build a sort of feminist 
box around her,” Lev 
said. “And, the feminist 
box has no time for any-
thing Christian, over-
looking the fact that this 
is a young woman who 
is working in the heart 
of Counter-Reformation 
art. Art patrons in that 
period are all on board 
with the Counter-Refor-
mation.”

The Counter-Ref-
ormation, also called 
the Catholic Reforma-
tion, was the Catholic 
Church’s effort to revive 
and truly reform Ca-
tholicism in Europe 
following the Protestant 
Reformation.

One of the Church’s 
many reforms during 
this period was a 
renewed effort toward funding the creation of 
sacred art, especially in the face of Protestants’ 
iconoclasm, the destruction of religious images.

Artemisia’s career first took off in the Medici 
court in Florence, “where you have a circle of 
people who are deeply involved in the Church’s 
Catholic response to the Reformation,” Lev said.

Reforming the Church through art and beauty 
“is a very, very important thing to the Church” 
at that time. Patrons continue to commission 
art “in the face of the Protestant iconoclasm,” 

but the art they commission “can’t be part of the 
problem, it has to be part of the solution,” she 
explained.

“You need to find artists who make works of 
art that are inspiring, that are exciting, that 
are stimulating, that are new, but that also are 
directing the correct message in an extremely 
difficult time” for the Church.

One of the reasons Artemisia was so successful 
is because this is, in fact, what she did, Lev said.

“She’s not going to be successful in Italy if 
she’s producing art about how much she hates 

the Catholic Church,” Lev said. “And, I think 
it’s very foolish, arrogant and generally, not very 
critical, to assume that Artemisia Gentileschi is 
succeeding in producing all these works that are 
anti-Church and selling them to Church pa-
trons.”

Caravaggio’s influence
Despite her success, Artemisia was only “in the 

second generation of women breaking into art,” 
Lev noted, “so it’s a struggle no matter how you 
look at it.”

This is why Caravaggio’s “innovative view, his 
light/dark contrast, his sense of struggle, his in-
tense graphic passion, would appeal to her, and 
be kind of attractive as an art form.”

Artemisia’s paintings also are compared to 
Caravaggio’s in their treatment of the human 
form, chiefly the female: Artemisia’s women are 
portrayed less idealistically than many of Cara-
vaggio’s. 

“But when you put one of her works next to 
Caravaggio’s works, you’ll see, that particularly 
in draftsmanship of hands and of anatomy, she’s 

superior,” Lev said, noting 
Artemisia’s considerable 
skill.

A Catholic perspective
In the context of religious 

art, the image of Judith 
and Holofernes has always 
been about virtue conquer-
ing vice, Lev said.

“That’s the whole point of 
the story, the whole point 
of the painting,” and why 
so many were made during 
the Counter-Reformation.

“There is nothing easy 
about conquering our 
desire toward lust, dis-
honesty, power, whatever 
it is that we have to fight,” 
Lev said. “This is a wom-
an who understands, the 
same way Caravaggio does, 
that battling sin, we don’t 
all get to look like Saint 
Michael, with perfect skin 
and perfect curls.”

The repentant sinner
Another favorite sub-

ject of Artemisia’s is Mary 
Magdalene. For every her-
oine “sawing off the head” 
that she painted, she also 
painted an image of Mary 
Magdalene; the number of 
paintings only differing by 
one or two.

Artemisia’s “Conversion 
of the Magdalene” (c. 1620)

As the image of repen-
tance, Lev continued, Saint 
Mary Magdalene “rises to 
the highest echelons of art 
in the Counter-Reforma-
tion, together with Saint 
Jerome.”

While Saint Jerome was 
preferred in Rome because 
he’s a model for priests, 
bishops and cardinals, 
Mary Magdalene “becomes 
the model for every other 
person in the world.”

Lev said that people 
don’t seem to bother look-
ing at her from that per-
spective today, and instead 
simply conclude that the 
content of her paintings 
must be connected to the 
tragic events in her life.

But, the “real struggle is not coming to terms 
with an injustice that happened to her, because 
injustices happen to us every single day – that’s 
not her real struggle. The real struggle that ev-
eryone has in that period – and they make that 
plain to you every minute of every day – is who 
are you before God and who are you going to be 
at the last day?”

“Her paintings accompany that struggle. And, 
particularly for women. And, so she is a magnifi-
cent role model.”

Meet the woman who helped revive Catholic art 
after the Reformation

By Hannah Brockhaus 
Catholic News Agency

St. Mary Magdalene St. Cecelia

Paolo Veronese - The Conversion of Mary Magdalene


