
Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  www.archokc.orgOctober 13, 2013    

Go Make Disciples

“Go Make Disciples” is the new, 
fi ve-year vision statement of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley announced in 
an Oct. 7 pastoral letter.

The vision statement is the fruit 
of a 13-month process that included 
the formation of an archdiocesan 
envisioning team, eight listening 
sessions across the archdiocese and 
12 six-hour discernment sessions fa-
cilitated by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute.

“This vision will guide our arch-
diocesan family over the course of 
the next fi ve years,” the archbishop 
wrote. “It is where we are going. It 
is the vision against which we will 
evaluate and justify our initiatives, 
programs, ministries and expen-
ditures. It refl ects who we are and 
what we do.”

Simple and recognizable from 
Scripture, the three-word statement 
nevertheless has a meaning that 
can be probed endlessly – and the 

archbishop provides ample fodder for 
refl ection in the pastoral letter.

 “This is God’s word addressed to 
us as we conclude this Year of Faith,” 
he said. “It is our mandate. For all 
of us and for each of us, it is both an 
invitation and a challenge; a call and 
a mission.”

In other words, for individual 
Catholics, living out the vision en-
tails both personal discipleship and 
evangelization.

“When we begin to recognize our 
high calling, we see how utterly 
unworthy of our dignity it is to settle 
for a life of moral or spiritual medi-
ocrity and shallow religiosity,” the 
archbishop said. “The call to baptism 
is the call to heroic sanctity, the call 
to become a saint.”

In the letter, the archbishop also 
announced three archdiocesan prior-
ities, each of which will be support-
ed by two specifi c and measurable 
goals.

The fi rst of these priorities is “the 
new evangelization.” With support 
from staff and others, the archbishop 

will create an Offi ce of New Evange-
lization by Nov. 1, 2013. The director 
of that offi ce, in turn, will initiate an 
archdiocesan new evangelization 
plan in 20 to 30 parishes and all 
diocesan offi ces by Nov. 1, 2014.

The second priority is “faith 
formation,” with goals to imple-
ment a year-long “Transforming 
Adolescent Catechesis” process in 
12 to 16 parishes and Catholic high 
schools of the archdiocese by 
Nov. 30, 2014, and to increase 
participation in adult faith 
formation opportunities by 5 
to 10 percent throughout the 
archdiocese by July 1, 2015.

The third priority is “His-
panic ministry,” with goals to 
begin implementation of a plan 
to alleviate the overcrowding of 
churches with signifi cant Hispan-
ic populations in the metropolitan 
Oklahoma City area by May 1, 2014, 
and to enroll the fi rst class of a 
Spanish language basic adult faith 
formation program among Span-
ish-speaking Catholics in the archdi-

ocese by June 1, 2014.
The archbishop’s full 

pastoral letter is avail-
able in both English and 
Spanish as a special 
insert in this issue of 
the Sooner Catholic, as 
well as online at www.
archokc.org. Addi-

tional resources – 
including a video 

to introduce the 
new vision 

statement 
– are also 
available on 
the arch-
diocesan 
website. 

To receive 
tailored up-

dates on progress 
toward specifi c and measurable 
goals in your email inbox, visit www.
fl ocknote.com/archokc, register 
and subscribe to “Sooner Catholic 
E-Newsletter.”

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

Archbishop Coakley: Our vision, “Go Make Disciples,” 
will inform all that we do for the next fi ve years

Archdiocesan 
seminarian 

ordained
to the 

transitional 
diaconate in 

Rome

On Thurs., Oct. 3, Christopher Brashears of Saint 
Joseph’s parish in Blackwell, Okla., was ordained to 
the transitional diaconate.  His ordination took place at 
Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome, along with 40 classmates 
from the Pontifi cal North American College.  The transi-
tional deacons will continue their studies for the priest-
hood.

 James Cardinal Harvey, Archpriest of the Basilica 
of Saint Paul Outside the Wall, ordained the new dea-
cons.  Mass was concelebrated by a number of bishops, 
including Archbishop Paul Coakley, and more than 300 
priests, many of whom are faculty at the North American 
College.  Brashears’ father, a permanent deacon at Saint 

Joseph’s Parish, was able to vest his son.
Deacon Christopher Brashears said he was over-

whelmed by “surreal feelings” and “an immense feeling 
of joy (and) peace” as he lay prostrate on the cold marble 
fl oor of the basilica during the ordination, according to 
an article from Catholic News Agency.

Archbishop Coakley said he was really grateful to be 
able to share in the joy of the event.

“It was an especially touching moment when the 41 
newly ordained deacons were being vested with their 
stole and dalmatic and Chris’ father, Deacon Bart 
Brashears, was able to vest his own son and welcome 
him to the Order of Deacons,” the archbishop said.  
“There were lots of moist eyes in the basilica!”

Father Rick Stansberry, pastor of Christ the King, 
attended the Mass. 

“Seeing the zeal that Chris and his classmates have for 
the faith and the reverence they show in the liturgy was 
awesome and moving,” he said.

Brashears is the fi fth transitional deacon from the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to be ordained this year.  
All fi ve will be ordained to the priesthood at Our Lady’s 
Cathedral on June 28, 2014.  According to Father Wil-
liam Novak, vicar general and director of seminarians, 
this will be the largest ordination class since 1991.  

“What a great year for vocations in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.  We now have fi ve transitional deacons!” 
Archbishop Coakley said.

A graduate of Oklahoma State University, Brashears 
began his theological studies at Conception Seminary.  
He then began studying in Rome to fi ll the need for 
canon lawyers in the archdiocese.  He spent last summer 
working alongside Father Stansberry in the archdioce-
san tribunal.  After his ordination to the priesthood, he 
will return to Rome for one year to fi nish his degree in 
canon law. 

Father Novak said of Brashears, “He is a very smart 
man, also very compassionate and servant-minded.  He 
is eager to serve and help… We are lucky to have him.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance writer 
and math tutor living in Oklahoma City.
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Additional coverage of Church 
and archdiocesan news and 
events, only on www.sooner-
catholic.com:

A video and additional re-
sources to introduce the new 
vision statement are avail-
able at www.archokc.org.

Additional photos of the 
Oct. 3 ordination of Deacon 
Christopher Brashears are 
available on the archdiocesan 
Facebook page (search “Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City” on 
Facebook).

The book “40 Days for 
Life” presents a series of anec-
dotes, refl ections and prayers 
drawn from the experiences of 
the founders of the transfor-
mative 40 Days for Life move-
ment. Read a review of the 
book at www.soonercatholic.
com.

The Cardinal Newman 
Society recommended Saint 
Gregory’s University in Shaw-
nee, Okla., in the latest edition 
of “The Newman’s Guide to 
Choosing a Catholic Col-
lege.” The guide recommends 
just 28 Catholic colleges and 
universities. Saint Gregory’s 
University is jointly sponsored 
by the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, the Diocese of Tulsa 
and Saint Gregory’s Abbey. The 
model of sponsorship is unique 
among Catholic colleges and 
universities throughout the 
country. To read the full story, 
visit www.soonercatholic.com.

HeartLine, Oklahoma’s 
Community Crisis Connection, 
recently recognized Saint 
Charles Borromeo Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City as 
this year’s recipient of the Ad-
vocate of Hope Award. Read 
more at www.soonercatholic.
com.  

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 
Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Oct. 13 – Mass for Anniversary of Dedication of the Cathedral, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Oklahoma City
Oct. 14 – Oct. 16 – Priests’ Retreat, Wichita, Kan.
Oct. 18 – Permanent Diaconate Ordination, 7 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City
Oct. 19 – Annual Meeting with Permanent Deacons, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 20 – Confi rmation, 11 a.m., Sacred Heart Church, Konawa, Okla.
Oct. 22 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 23 – Priests’ Council, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 23 – Clergy Continuing Education Committee, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 23 – Mass and blessing of Rectory, 6:45 p.m., Our Lady of Victory Church, Purcell, Okla.
Oct. 24 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Saint James the Greater School, Oklahoma City
Oct. 24 – Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ce, Oklahoma City
Oct. 25 –Oct. 27 – Annual Meeting of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Fort Worth, Tex.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

GO MAKE DISCIPLES!GO MAKE DISCIPLES!
About 18 months ago I formed a team of clergy, reli-

gious and lay men and women to assist me in discerning 
a mutually shared vision to guide the archdiocese for the 
next fi ve years.  We have concluded that work!  In this 
issue of the “Sooner Catholic” I am eager to proclaim 
that vision and announce the three diocesan priorities 
that will focus our pastoral initiatives and efforts for the 
next few years.

I have written a pastoral letter proclaiming this vision, 
“Go Make Disciples.”  I invite each of you to take time to 
read and refl ect on this pastoral letter.   It is presented 
in this issue of the “Sooner Catholic” and available on 
our archdiocesan website.  The pastoral letter provides 
the context and details of the vision as well as our three 
priorities and their immediate goals.

As it turns out the envisioning team recognized that 
our work did not actually consist in creating a vision, 
but in discerning and embracing the vision that the Lord 
himself has given us.  “Go make disciples!” (Mt 28:19). 
This is the mandate that Jesus gave his disciples as he 
was preparing to return to the Father and send the Holy 
Spirit.  It is the clear vision animating the church in 
every age as she fulfi lls her mission of evangelization.  

“Go make disciples.”  In proclaiming this vision for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City today, we focus on the 
very heart and essence of what it means to be a Catholic. 
It is not fi rst and foremost about building and maintain-
ing fi ne institutions and structures, though these have 
their proper place.  Jesus fi rst calls each of us to disciple-
ship.  Each of us is invited to friendship with Jesus as a 
member of his church.  The rest fl ows from this encoun-
ter and relationship.

To become a disciple 
means to enter the way of 
conversion.  Jesus Christ 
offers each of us the grace 
to experience anew the 
Good News of salvation in 
our lives.  But this offer 
requires a response from 
us.  It is not enough sim-
ply to maintain the status 
quo.  We cannot tuck away 
the gift of faith by placing it into some remote and safe 
compartment of our lives.  Living faith will make de-
mands upon us as it enlightens and directs the whole of 
our lives.  

What we have received as a gift we must be ready to 
give as a gift.  We are called to become missionary disci-
ples!  If we are not growing in our faith and sharing our 
faith with others, our faith may eventually atrophy and 
die.  At best such faith becomes a superfi cial and mean-
ingless accessory in our lives.

The pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples,” not only 
articulates a vision, but it also establishes three clearly 
focused priorities: New Evangelization, Faith Forma-
tion and Hispanic Ministry.  Like the vision itself these 
priorities are intended to guide all of our archdiocesan 
departments, parishes, organizations and institutions in 
their decision-making and planning over the course of 
the next few years.  Ultimately, they challenge each of us 
to live as missionary disciples in the world drawing all 
people to Christ and his church.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley meets Pope Francis on his trip to Rome for Deacon Christopher Brashears’ ordination.
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Anniversary Mass to honor commitment of married couples

The third annual Anniversary 
Mass is set for 3 p.m., Nov. 3, at Our 
Lady’s Cathedral.  The Mass is to 
honor those couples celebrating sig-
nifi cant wedding anniversaries this 
year, such as 25, 40 and 50 years, as 
well as 50-plus years.  

Archbishop Paul Coakley will pre-
side and greet each couple individ-
ually.  All couples will be presented 
with a certifi cate and are welcome 
to bring as many friends and family 
members as they would like.

The archbishop brought the annu-
al tradition with him from the Dio-
cese of Salina, a custom that Offi ce of 
Family Life director George Rigazzi 
and other staff members were happy 
to embrace.  

“It is important to honor their 
commitment to each other and to 
God, as well as to show that it can be 
done and done well,” Rigazzi said. “It 
is not always easy but it’s the most 
important work that we can do.”

Rigazzi emphasized that, for 
married people, marriage is their 
vocation, so it is important to honor 
the people who live that commit-
ment.  As the director of the Offi ce of 
Family Life, Rigazzi aids people in 
living their married vocations well, 
from marriage preparation programs 
to weekends for married couples who 
just need tools to help them in the 

normal course of their lives or who 
have major diffi culties.  

“We want marriages to succeed, 
and, when people are able to see 
these people who have been married 
for so long, it is a shot in the arm for 
everyone else,” Rigazzi said. 

“Anybody (who has been mar-
ried more than 50 years) can come 
every year if they like because that’s 
pretty amazing, so we would like 
them there every year if they can get 

there,” he added.
Barbara and Paul Weigl, parish-

ioners at Saint Eugene’s, celebrated 
their 25th anniversary last year and 
attended the Mass, along with both 
of their mothers and their three 
sons.  

“It was amazing,” Barbara Weigl 
said, “It was very moving and touch-
ing.  A nice tradition that the arch-
bishop started.”

Weigl particularly enjoyed seeing 

acquaintances that she didn’t know 
were also celebrating signifi cant an-
niversaries, as well as the reception 
afterward where they received nice 
little bottles of champagne.

“I felt like it was time to have our 
vows renewed again, and it was 
nice sharing that with our boys and 
mothers,” Weigl said.  “I wanted to 
show the commitment.  I want to 
show that to our boys, that if they 
get married they have to be commit-
ted for life.”

Rigazzi emphasized that this 
witness is one of the purposes of the 
Mass.  “The model set forth in this is 
really wonderful for us all,” he said.

Archbishop Coakley also sees the 
importance of upholding marriage. 
“I am using this as an opportunity 
to hold up the beauty and dignity of 
marriage and the value of fi delity 
and lifelong commitment,” he said.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

Barbara and Paul Weigl receive their certifi cate last year from Archbishop Coakley.

If you plan to celebrate your 
own signifi cant anniversary 
at this Mass, call the Offi ce of 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944 to 
register.  All couples registered 
for the Mass will receive a spe-
cial blessing and a certifi cate.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Have the courage to marry, start a family, pope tells youth in Assisi

VATICAN CITY — In societies that trumpet in-
dividual rights, see everything as fl eeting and see 
no value in sticking to something that’s diffi cult, 
deciding to get married today takes courage, Pope 
Francis told young people in Assisi.

“Don’t be afraid of taking defi nitive steps, like 
that of marriage,” the pope told thousands of 
young adults and teenagers who fl ocked to see 
him Oct. 4 in the square outside Assisi’s Basilica 
of St. Mary of the Angels.

As the pope’s meeting-fi lled day in Assisi turned 
to evening, he arrived at the basilica and went 
straight to a group of people with disabilities, 
taking his time to bless them, kiss them and be 
kissed by them. He also entered the basilica to 
visit the “Porziuncola,” the tiny church fi rst en-
trusted to St. Francis in the early 1200s; when St. 
Francis heard God tell him to rebuild the church, 
he fi rst thought he meant the little chapel.

When the pope went back outside to begin his 
meeting with the youths, some of them asked 
questions about marriage, about discerning a 
vocation, about evangelization and about making 
the world more just.

Although Pope Francis already had been in As-
sisi 10 hours and had celebrated Mass and given 
fi ve speeches, he energetically ad-libbed and had 
the crowd roaring with laughter when he told the 
story of a woman who said her son was in his 30s, 
had a girlfriend, but wouldn’t get married.

“I told her, ‘Ma’am, stop ironing his shirts,’” the 
pope said.

But Pope Francis took the question about mar-
riage and family life very seriously, telling the 
young people that Christian marriage is a “real 
vocation, just like priesthood and religious life 
are. Two Christians who marry each other have 
recognized in their love story the Lord’s call, the 
vocation to form one fl esh, one life from the two, 
male and female.”

“It takes courage to start a family,” he said, and 

the modern world not only doesn’t help, it seems 
to put obstacles in the way, “privileging individual 
rights rather than the family” and trying to con-
vince everyone that relationships should last only 
as long as there are no diffi culties.

Pope Francis said his parents and the young 
people’s grandparents and great-grandparents 
married in very different times. Economically, 
they faced many more challenges and even war, 
but they had the “certainty that the Lord was 
with them, that their family was blessed by God 
with the sacrament of matrimony and that their 
mission of bringing children into the world and 
raising them also was blessed.”

While God inscribed the vocation of marriage in 

human nature, the pope said, “celibacy or virginity 
for the kingdom of heaven” is a complementary 
vocation and “is the vocation Jesus himself lived.”

Priesthood and religious life do require giving 
up the possibility of marrying and having chil-
dren, he said, “but virginity for the kingdom of 
God is not a ‘no,’ it’s a ‘yes,’” it is a total response 
to God’s call.

Pope Francis said the only way a person can 
hear God’s voice and discern a vocation is by pray-
ing regularly. 

“Having this familiar relationship with the Lord 
is like keeping the window of our life open so that 
he can make his voice heard,” he said.

As for the Christian obligations to share the 
good news of salvation with others and to work for 
more just and peaceful societies, Pope Francis told 
the young people that the two go together.

“The Gospel, dear friends, doesn’t have to do 
only with religion, but with the human person, 
the whole person, and with the world, society and 
human civilization,” he said.

The Gospel tells people that they need salvation, 
which is something anyone should be able to see 
just by looking around them. Sin and the power of 
evil are at work in individual lives and on a much 
larger scale, he said.

“But evil is not invincible, and the Christian 
does not surrender in the face of evil,” he said. 
“God is greater than evil. God is infi nite love, mer-
cy without limits, and this love vanquished evil at 
its roots in the death and resurrection of Christ.”

The Christian mission has only one focus: to 
change individual’s lives so they change the world, 
Pope Francis said.

“Look at St. Francis; he did both things with the 
strength of the one Gospel. Francis made the faith 
grow and renewed the church; at the same time, 
he renewed society, making it more fraternal, but 
always with the Gospel,” the pope said.

Evangelize and work for justice, the pope told 
the young people: “Carrying the Gospel with the 
witness of our lives transforms the world.”

Pope Francis greets a young woman during an encounter 
with youth in the piazza outside the Basilica of St. Mary of 
the Angels in Assisi, Italy, Oct. 4. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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Misreading Murray, yet again
From his present location in the communion of saints, 

Father John Courtney Murray, S.J., who died in 1967, 
is probably indifferent to the various ways his work on 
Catholicism and American democracy is misconstrued in 
the 21st century. But those who think that Murray still 
has something to teach Catholics about the American 
experiment in ordered liberty must regret that Murray’s 
thinking continues to be misrepresented in some Catho-
lic quarters and misapplied in others.

The most recent example of the latter came in the Sep-
tember 23 issue of America, in an article titled “Murray’s 
Mistake” by my friend Michael Baxter. As I understand 
Dr. Baxter’s argument, it goes something like this: 1) 
Murray urged  American Catholics to more active in-
volvement in public life because Catholics still “got” the 
ensemble of truths on which American democracy rested, 
while the old Protestant mainline and secular Ameri-
ca had long since abandoned that foundational moral 
consensus. 2) Catholics did what Murray suggested. 3) 
Catholic unity in the United States has subsequently 
fractured because of political differences.

I’m not buying.  
I don’t doubt that ecclesial unity in the Church in 

America has fractured in ways that no one could antic-
ipate when Vatican II convened in 1962. But to blame 
that current disarray on differences of political opin-
ion (and on Murray) would seem to ignore the obvious 
historical fact that Catholics were bitterly divided over 
political questions in the past, but without the fractures 
in ecclesial unity that both Baxter and I regret today. 
Catholics fought on both sides of the Civil War; but un-
like other Christian communities, the Catholic Church 
didn’t split into northern and southern branches. There 
were Catholic America Firsters and Catholic interven-
tionists before World War II; but there were no serious 
fractures in ecclesial unity. There were Catholic disagree-
ments about what racial justice required in the 1950s; 
aside from the excommunication of a few recalcitrant 
segregationists, there was no fracture of ecclesial unity. 

What may appear to be politically-induced fractures in 
the unity of the Church in the United States today are 
the result of something else: too many Catholics in the 
United States, including prominent public fi gures, have 
ceased to believe and profess “all that the holy Catholic 

Church believes, teaches and profess-
es to be revealed by God” (which is 
what converts confess when they enter 
into full communion with the Catholic 
Church). That dissonance is why unity 
within the Church in the United States 
is so fragile these days. 

Vatican II never, ever taught that 
Catholic faith is a do-it-yourself thing. 
Yet too many Catholics in America 
learned from the Council (or its alleged 
“spirit”) that Catholicism is something other than an 
embrace of Christ, who is truth, and the truths authori-
tatively taught by Christ’s Church: truths that are then 
embodied in a Gospel-centered way of life that touches 
family, culture, society and politics. The fractures in 
the Church that Michael Baxter rightly deplores have 
far less to do with Obamacare or Syria policy than 
they do with the fact that a not-insignifi cant number of 
U.S. Catholics deny to be true what the Gospel and the 
Church authoritatively teach to be true.

My friend Baxter is certainly right that it is much 
harder to live an integrally Catholic public life in the 
United States today than it was 50-some years ago, 
when Murray wrote We Hold These Truths: Catholic 
Refl ections on the American Proposition. And it may be 
that, in the decades ahead, Catholics of integrity will go 
into active opposition to American culture and society in 
unprecedented ways. That possibility cannot be excluded. 
But the unity of the Church in the U.S. will not be recom-
posed by a retreat into micro-communities that, as Bax-
ter suggests, reject the modern nation-state; John Kerry, 
Nancy Pelosi, Joe Biden, and their successors in future 
generations are not going to follow the late Dorothy Day 
and Michael Baxter into the desert. 

And in any case, fractured unity can only be recom-
posed by recommitment to “all that the holy Catholic 
Church believes, teaches, and professes to be revealed by 
God.” 

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. Wei-
gel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Reg-
ister, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. 
Phone: 303-715-3215.

By George 
Weigel

Catechists are on the frontline of the new evangelization!
Learning this is as easy as one, two and three…

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, recently addressed an 
International Pilgrimage of Catechists in Rome and his 
words offered both a loving clarifi cation and specifi c guid-
ance to all catechists.

 “Catechesis is a vocation. So keep this in mind: I didn’t 
say to do the ‘work’ of catechists, but to ‘be’ catechists, 
because this is something that embraces our whole life. It 
means leading people to encounter Christ by our words 
and our lives, by giving witness… Being a catechist means 
witnessing to the faith, being consistent in our personal 
life. This is not easy! We help, we lead others to Jesus with 
our words and our lives, with our witness. I like to recall 
what Saint Francis of Assisi used to say to his friars: 
‘Preach the Gospel at all times; if necessary, use words.’ 
Words come … but witness comes fi rst.” 

Pope Francis, after reminding us all that he, too, is a 
catechist, goes on to offer a three step-process to “start 
anew in Christ.”

“First of all, to start anew from Christ means being close 
to him … Jesus stresses the importance of this with the 
disciples at the Last Supper, as he prepared to give us his 
own greatest gift of love, his sacrifi ce on the Cross. Jesus 
uses the image of the vine and the branches and says: 
Abide in my love, remain attached to me, as the branch is 
attached to the vine…The fi rst thing for a disciple is to be 
with the Master, to listen to him and to learn from him. 
This is always true, and it is true at every moment of our 
lives.”

It is clear that only those who live an intimate personal 
relationship with our risen Lord Jesus Christ can be the 
ones who share him with others. The pope makes another 
clarifi cation when he says… 

“Being a catechist is not a title, it is an attitude: Abiding 
with him, and it lasts for a lifetime! It means abiding in 

the Lord’s presence and letting ourselves be led by him. I 
ask you: How do you abide in the presence of the Lord?”

The Holy Father then continues to step two on this path. 
“The second element is this: starting anew with Christ 

means imitating him by leaving ourselves behind and 
going out to encounter others. This is a beautiful experi-
ence, and yet a paradox. Why? Because when we put Christ 
at the center of our life, we ourselves don’t become the 
center! The more that you unite yourself to Christ and he 
becomes the center of your life, the more he leads you out 
of yourself, leads you from making yourself the center and 
opens you to others. This is the true dynamism of love, this 
is the movement of God himself! God is the center, but he 
is always self-gift, relationship, love that gives itself away. 
. . And this is the job of the catechist: constantly to go forth 
to others out of love, to bear witness to Jesus and to talk 
about Jesus, to proclaim Jesus.”

Finally we come to step three on this spiritual path for 
catechists.

“The third element is along these lines: Starting anew 
with Christ means not being afraid to go with him to the 
outskirts. Here I think of the story of Jonah, a really inter-
esting fi gure, especially for these times of great change and 
uncertainty. Go and reread the Book of Jonah! It is short, 
but it is a very instructive parable, especially for those of us 
in the church. What does all this teach us? It teaches us not 
to be afraid to pass beyond our comfort zone and to follow 
God, because God is always pushing, pressing forward.” 

This is great guidance to everyone but in a special way 
for us in the archdiocese. To go to the fringes, the outskirts 
and beyond our comfort zones can be as simple as being a 
catechist for a different age group; it can also mean reach-
ing out as best we can, share Christ with those of another 
culture without being so rigidly attached to our own that 
we wind up promoting our culture more than we promote 
Christ himself.

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry
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CRS gives humanitarian aid in accordance with Church teaching

Almost 20 years after the genocide 
of nearly 1 million of its citizens, 
hope thrives in the small country of 
Rwanda. Catholic Relief Services has 
been the hands and feet of Christ 
in Rwanda since the 1960s, helping 
to heal the wounds left by civil war, 
hunger and poverty.

      Healing in Rwanda
The signs of new life abound. Child 

mortality has decreased. The econo-
my grows, creating clean, well-popu-
lated cities.

In CRS-supported projects, mira-
cles are happening. While learning 
skills to rescue their families from 
poverty, men and women learn to 
treat the larger community as family 
members.

It’s a fascinating process. 
“One of the most important 

CRS-sponsored initiatives that we 
witnessed is the development of 
SILC groups. This stands for Savings 
and Internal Lending Communi-
ties,” said Archbishop Paul Coakley, 
who recently returned from a trip 
to Rwanda as part of his work as a 
USCCB board member of CRS. 

“These are groups of people who 
form covenants with each other and 
learn to save, invest and lend money 
to one another to develop projects 
and very small business initiatives 
which help people climb out of 
poverty and dependency and build 
a future for themselves and their 
families …We saw beautiful evidence 
of the impact of these groups and 
the hope and sense of dignity that is 
being instilled among participants.  
One young man earned and saved 
enough to buy a bicycle which he 
uses to run a taxi service.  Anoth-
er young woman saved enough to 
buy a sewing machine to be able to 
make and sell her goods in the local 
markets.  Another was able to buy 
three small rice paddies to support 
his wife and small child.”

The teachers and organizers who 
develop the SILC groups perform 
a two-fold work of service for these 
Rwandan communities. Through the 
corporal works of mercy, CRS guides 
the people toward ways to provide 
for their families’ hunger and want 
of home and clothing. Second, SILC 
groups form a whole new family, 
with a bond of love, trust and care 
for every member. Throughout sal-
vation history, God slowly welcomed 
more members into his family with 
each renewal of the covenant – with 
Abraham, with Moses and fi nally 
with Jesus. In these small covenants, 
the people will grow to care about 
each member’s wellbeing and value 
each other as brothers and sisters.

Once CRS builds these communi-
ties, two principles lined out in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
can take over. First, CRS is laying 
the foundation for subsidiarity, in 
which the needs of Rwandans will 
not be overseen by “a community 
of higher order” (CCC 1883 cf.). 
Instead, locals will help once the 
community is relatively self-suffi -
cient. Even more important, this is 
solidarity in action. The people in 
each small covenant are called by 

God to a “direct demand of human 
and Christian brotherhood” (CCC 
1940 cf.).

During his trip to the capital city 
of Kigali, Archbishop Coakley spent 
time with local church and state offi -
cials to learn more about the prob-
lems that Rwandan citizens face. 
These offi cials included the president 
of the Rwandan Bishops Conference 
and its general secretary, the arch-
bishop of Kigali, the papal nuncio 
to Rwanda, the head of Caritas 
Rwanda – an organization similar to 
Catholic Charities – and the United 
States ambassador.

“These meetings were…enlight-
ening in helping us to grasp the 
complexities of the situation in that 
country,” said the Archbishop.

Kigali’s landmarks evoked a more 
somber response.

“Among the most moving sites we 
visited were the Kigali Genocide Me-
morial where more than 250,000 of 
the nearly 1 million genocide victims 
are buried in mass graves,” said the 
archbishop. “We also visited church-
es where the genocide drama played 
out as well as the Hotel des Milles 
Collines which was featured in the 
fi lm ‘Hotel Rwanda.’ The unspeak-
able horror of the genocide continues 
to deeply impact the nation, its peo-
ple and the Church in Rwanda. The 
situation is very complex.”

In a multitude of ways, CRS is 
healing this society through the cor-
poral and spiritual works of mercy. 
Lots of the programs offered could be 
placed under “instructing the igno-
rant.” As needed, CRS teaches ad-
vanced farming techniques, fi nancial 
and personnel management systems 
and, more foundationally, Natural 
Family Planning.

USCCB supports work of CRS
On Sept. 10, the USCCB issued 

a statement in response to certain 
bloggers who “raised allegations 
about CRS’ adherence to Church 
teaching and its identity as a Cath-
olic institution.” In the statement, 
the bishops gave their wholehearted 
support to the organization, citing 
that “All of CRS’ life-saving work to 

provide food and clean water, to fi ght 
malaria and other diseases, to pro-
mote education, and to help the poor 
fi nd ways to support themselves and 
their families fully conforms with 
Catholic teaching.”

CRS also trains its personnel with 
“an agency-wide tutorial, ‘Protect-
ing Life,’ that informs staff of the 
church’s teaching on the sanctity of 
life, contraception and abortion and 
explains CRS’ requirement that they 
uphold this teaching in their work.”

Finally, the bishops revealed that 
“CRS has a careful vetting system 
to ensure that its activities and 
partnerships with other groups or 
governments are forms of cooper-
ation that do not violate Catholic 
teaching.”

In a letter to his brother bishops, 
Most Reverend Gerald F. Kicanas, 
chairman of the CRS board of di-
rectors, assured 
them that “CRS 
does not and 
never has dis-
tributed or pro-
moted artifi cial 
contraception 
or abortifacient 
drugs or devic-
es.”

Archbishop 
extends “love 
and compas-

sion of Christ”
Archbishop 

Coakley’s love 
for CRS’ mis-
sion of service 
is evident in his 
comments about 
the organization.

“It has been 
in existence for 
70 years and in 
Rwanda for 50 
years. One of 
its fi rst projects 
was to help 
airlift food to the 
displaced per-
sons in Europe 
after the Second 
World War … 

The CRS mission is to extend the 
love and compassion of Christ to the 
poor wherever there is need,” said 
the archbishop.

In explaining the duties of a CRS 
board member, Archbishop Coakley 
mentioned oversight and outreach, 
echoing the bishops’ statement of 
support.

“CRS is the offi cial international 
humanitarian relief agency of the 
United States bishops.  As a board 
member we exercise oversight over 
the organization and its operations 
to ensure that the mission remains 
focused and to ensure a strong 
Catholic identity in fulfi lling that 
mission.  We are the guardians of 
that mission,” said the archbishop. 
“If there are problems that we need 
to address we do so.  It is expected 
that board members periodically 
visit some of the project sites in the 
90 countries where we are present.  
Last year CRS served more than 100 
million persons.  As a bishop board 
member we always reach out to the 
local bishops [and] church offi cials 
when we visit a project site in order 
to demonstrate our solidarity and 
express our communion with the 
universal church.  These visits are 
very important in showing support 
to our brothers and sisters and en-
couraging one another.”

Archbishop Coakley mentioned 
a positive effect of working with 
non-Catholic entities and persons. 
“[CRS] involves us in many part-
nerships with people from many 
backgrounds and allows us to bring 
our Catholic message and values to 
places where we would not otherwise 
have a presence or a voice.  CRS’ 
presence in all of these places and 
among these diverse groups allows 
us to evangelize through the works 
of mercy and justice.”

Brianna Osborne is the editor of 
the Sooner Catholic e-newsletter and 
a staff writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Paul Coakley visits with children on his recent trip to Rwanda.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 11th part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminarians 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City to the people they will one day 
serve as priests.

Meet Tomas Sandoval

1.What is your home parish? Saint Monica’s in 
Edmond, Okla.

2. What seminary do you attend? Conception 
Seminary College in Conception, Mo.

3.If it is God’s will, what year will you be ordained 
a priest? 2020

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought that 
God might be calling you to the priesthood? I was 
15 years old. 

5.What do you look forward to most about becom-
ing a priest? I look forward to being a priest of 
my generation. There is so much work to be 
done in order to help overcome my genera-
tion’s rampant skepticism and indifference to 
truth. I fi nd hope in the future of the church. 
It is like a diamond in the rough, and as a 
priest, with the help God’s grace, I will have 
the opportunity to bring love and truth to a 
generation that needs it most.

8. Who is your favorite saint? St. Kateri Tekak-
witha, patron saint of the environment

9. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to 
know. Every Catholic needs to know the 
importance of caring for God’s creation. The 
natural world is a gift from God that must 
be treated as such. It is not something that 
belongs to us or is something that we deserve, 
but is an ever-present sign of God’s infi nite 
love and mercy. To quote Benedict XVI, “The 
way humanity treats the environment infl u-
ences the way it treats itself, and vice versa.” 

10. Describe your relationship with Christ. Christ 
and I are friends. He is no longer someone to 
talk at, but a friend to talk with. I have come 
to see that Christ is personal in that he wants 
me to enter into a relationship with him 
and vice versa. As friends, we do everything 
together whether it is homework or talking 
with classmates. In my relationship with 
Christ I am falling in love with Him each and 
every day. There is never a dull moment in 
Christ’s love.

11. Why choose a life of sacrifi cial love in any vo-
cation rather than a life of self-gratifi cation? How 
can one be fi lled if he or she is already full? 
Love requires emptiness, an openness to love. 
Self-gratifi cation leads simply to the fi lling 
of the self rather than the emptying of the 
person. Every vocation requires sacrifi cial 
love, not just Holy Orders. If we want to ex-
perience Christ every day, it must begin with 
sacrifi ce. 

Archbishop to ordain twelve deacons

At 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18, 2013, 12 men will 
be ordained to the permanent diaconate at Our 
Lady’s Cathedral in Oklahoma City.  Deacons 
are one of three groups who receive Holy Orders 
in the Catholic Church; the other two are bish-
ops and presbyters, or priests.  

Each man will individually declare that he 
accepts ordination and a life of service to the 
church.  Each will promise obedience to the 
bishop, and the unmarried men to be ordained 
will also make a 
promise of celibacy.

Currently, the 
archdiocese has 
84 active deacons.  
Deacons were fi rst 
ordained here in 
1978.  The perma-
nent diaconate was 
formally reinstitut-
ed by the church in 
1967, following a 
directive by the Sec-
ond Vatican Council.  

The existence 
of deacons can be 
traced to the earliest church.  The Acts of the 
Apostles relates how “the Twelve” (Apostles) 
selected “seven reputable men.”  They then 
“prayed and laid hands on them.”   

One of the deacons was Stephen, described in 
Acts as “fi lled with grace and power,” one who 
was “working great signs and wonders among 
the people.”  Attacked by the Sanhedrin and 
charged with blasphemy for his Christian be-
liefs, Stephen was stoned to death, becoming the 
fi rst Christian martyr.

One of Rome’s great basilicas, Saint Lawrence 
Outside the Walls, is dedicated to another dea-
con who was martyred in the early church.  In 
the year 258, the Emperor Valerian condemned 
Lawrence and six others; Lawrence was roasted 
to death on a gridiron.  

Today, candidates for the diaconate undergo 
a lengthy and rigorous program of study, ex-
plained Deacon Max Schwarz, director of the 
Offi ce of the Permanent Diaconate for the arch-
diocese.  The program spans four years.  During 
the year of discernment, would- be candidates 
are helped to decide whether ordination is God’s 
will for their lives.  Each submits an application 
that is more than 20 pages long.  References and 
background checks must be completed along 
with a psychological evaluation.  By church law, 
permanent deacons must be “mature men,” at 
least 35 years old.

Once the men are accepted as candidates, one 

weekend a month for three years they spend 
Friday nights and Saturdays studying at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center.  Their wives attend 
along with them.  Deacon Schwarz explained 
that the church views this as a commitment 
“by both of them.  If the wife does not agree, 
the whole thing is off.” Moreover, if a married 
deacon’s wife dies, he may not remarry but must 
remain celibate.  

At the end of the fi rst year of formal study, the 
man moves to the next step: Reader.  While lec-
tors in parishes are appointed for one year, the 
candidate in the diaconate program is appointed 

permanently.  Likewise, at the end of the second 
year, he becomes an acolyte.  At the end of the 
third year, he receives Holy Orders as a perma-
nent deacon.

Men who receive Holy Orders to the priest-
hood also become deacons, but they are transi-
tional deacons, usually for the last year before 
they become priests. Permanent deacons, 
Schwarz explained, cannot become priests ex-
cept with special and very extraordinary per-
mission from Rome.

Deacons function in a variety of capacities.  
They assist at Mass and can preach the homily; 
they are trained in homiletics, the art of preach-
ing.  They can conduct a Eucharistic service 
should Mass not be available.  They can baptize, 
offi ciate at marriages, and conduct wakes and 
graveside services.  Deacons visit the sick, and 
some are employed as hospital and prison chap-
lains.  Especially in rural parishes, deacons may 
fi nd themselves involved in premarital counsel-
ing, applications for annulments, family coun-
seling, grief counseling, and referrals to all types 
of professional and fi nancial services offered, 
for example, by Catholic Charities or the Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society.

Seating at the Oct. 18 ordination is by ticket 
only.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Dominican to present theology of the body

A noted speaker, Sister Jane Dominic Laurel, 
O.P., S.T.D., of the Dominican Sisters of Saint 
Cecilia, will present a lecture open to the public 
entitled “Masculinity and Femininity: Difference 
and Gift” at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 14, 2013, at Mount 
Saint Mary’s High School.

In the Bible, God creates humans male and 
female in order for us to fully live out our voca-
tions and to discover genuine happiness. Sister 
Jane Dominic will focus on how our culture has 
strayed from these principles and now blurs the 
lines between genders.

“Our true freedom is found in living our 
identity as either male or female,” said Sister 
Jane Dominic. “Men are called to image God 
through their masculinity. Women are called to 
image God through their femininity. When they 
do this, they are happy, because they are being 
what they are made to be.”

Sister Jane Dominic, a professor at Aquinas 

College in Nashville, Tenn., 
has been commended for her 
thorough and concise expla-
nations of the teachings of 
Blessed John Paul II’s theology 
of the body, which provides an 
inspiring vision of masculinity 
and femininity. “Theology of 
the body” refers to a collection 
of refl ections taken from 129 
audiences in which Blessed 
John Paul II spoke on the 
meaning of the human body 
and the importance of the relationship of man 
and woman in Christ’s image. The teachings 
are now published under the title, “Male and 
Female He Created Them.”

 “Theology of the body invites young men and 
women to come to a mature understanding of 
their bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit, as the 
means through which God’s goodness an

                                      continued on page 7 

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Sister Jane Dom-
inic Laurel, O.P., 
S.T.D
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“Rooted in prayer, centered on the Eucharist” 
Parishes report positive outcomes of perpetual Eucharistic adoration

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus asks his dis-
ciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Could you 
not watch with me one hour?” More than 2,000 
years later, Jesus repeats this question to Cath-
olics through the invitation to practice perpetual 
Eucharistic adoration.

For more than 13 years, in four chapels across 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, many of the 
faithful have participated in this ancient form of 
prayer. Through continual exposition of the Bless-
ed Sacrament, area Catholics have the opportuni-
ty to pray in front of Jesus 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

During perpetual Eucharistic adoration, our 
Lord is present in the Blessed Sacrament in a 
monstrance, which is an open receptacle in which 
the consecrated Host is placed. While perpetual 
adoration was present in many monasteries and 
convents throughout the world for thousands 
of years, the devotion in the parish setting only 
started in the 20th century.

 In 2005, Pope Benedict XVI wrote in “Sacra-
mentum Caritatis,” “In the Eucharist, the Son 
of God comes to meet us and desires to become 
one with us; Eucharistic adoration is simply the 
natural consequence of the Eucharistic celebra-
tion, which is itself the church’s supreme act of 
adoration.”  

 One of the challenges of perpetual adoration is 
that Jesus can never be left unattended. There-
fore, each parish must fi nd enough individuals 
to be present with the Eucharist for 168 hours a 
week.  Committed adorers each sign up for a reg-
ular hour to ensure Jesus is not left alone.  Addi-
tionally, any individual Catholic or non-Catholic is 
welcome to stop in for prayer at any of the archdi-
ocese’s perpetual adoration chapels.

  For the last 13 years, Saint Monica’s Catholic 
Church in Edmond, Okla., has participated in the 
practice of perpetual adoration. Saint Monica’s 
has seen the fruits of their parishioners’ prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament made evident by 

an increased number of young people discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

 “A parish that spends a great deal of time 
adoring our Lord in the Eucharist is certainly a 
healthier parish for doing so,” explained Father 
Cory Stanley, parochial vicar at Saint Monica’s 
parish in Edmond, Okla. “In fact, receiving and 
adoring the Eucharist have always been seen as 
two very intimately connected actions.”

 “Having a chapel with adoration twenty-four 
hours a day, seven days a week certainly encour-
ages families to be more rooted in prayer and 
centered around the Eucharist,” Father Stanley 
continued.  “A family rooted in prayer and ado-
ration will certainly be more likely to encourage 
their children to dedicate their lives to God, 
especially in the priesthood – because on a certain 
level, they know that, without priests, we cannot 
have the Eucharist.” 

 This year Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Norman, Okla., celebrates 10 years of uninter-
rupted adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  The 
parish has seen the benefi ts from perpetual Eu-

charistic adoration.
 “I love the peace and tranquility and insight 

that come from being in Jesus’ presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament,” said Saint Joseph’s parishio-
ner Matt Biddick. “I think when we are generous 
with our time that God somehow gets involved.  I 
don’t know how but He won’t be outdone in gener-
osity.”

When Father Jack Feehily was assigned to 
Saint Andrew’s parish in Moore, Okla., in 1997, 
he recognized the parishioners’ strong devotion 
to adoration during holy hours and designed a 
perpetual Eucharistic adoration chapel.

“Every parish has its own spiritual identity and 
adoration is an important part of the parishio-
ners’ lives at Saint Andrew’s.  There are people 
who come from all over the city to pray in our 
chapel and be with Jesus,” said Margaret Hochla, 
pastoral associate at Saint Andrew’s. “They truly 
feel the spiritual results of spending an hour in 
adoration.”

 Adorers spend their hour with the Lord dif-
ferent ways.  Many simply pray silently.  Others 
read, study or even praise the Lord in song.

 “I think the church and the world is in great 
need of sustenance from prayer.  When people re-
alize the importance of giving their time in prayer, 
they receive the grace and blessings that come 
with the commitment of a holy hour,” said Toni 
Harrelson, adoration coordinator at Saint Moni-
ca’s parish and the Holy Innocents chapel.

 In addition to the four perpetual adoration 
chapels, many parishes around the archdiocese 
offer monthly or weekly holy hours, where the 
Blessed Sacrament is exposed.  Each month, the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City hosts a holy hour 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center to specifi cally pray 
for renewed respect for human life, marriage and 
religious liberty. The holy hour, which occurs from 
4 p.m to 5 p.m every third Tuesday of the month, 
is a chance to silently refl ect and pray about the 
issues that affect our country today.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Holy Innocents adoration chapel.

continued from page 6 
love dwell on earth and in 
the human family.  It places 
human sexuality in its proper 
context – namely, marriage 
and family,” added Sister Jane 
Dominic.

Many parishes and Catholic 
high schools have incorporated 
these teachings into their cur-
ricula and hope to reach more 
teens with Blessed John Paul 
II’s motivational words, but the 
material is rich for adults, as 
well. 

“In my senior level theology 
classes, I found that the major-
ity of the students were very 
receptive to learning about 
how to respect the dignity 
within them while dating,” said 
Joe Welch, director of campus 
ministry at Bishop McGuiness 
High School in Oklahoma City. 
“Theology of the body relates to 
a lot of the issues they are ex-
periencing as teenagers. Many 
of my students were looking for 
those kinds of answers, so they 
could better make sense of the 
hard realities they are living 
through.” 

Theology of the body helps 

teens and young adults to 
realize that God wants a 
relationship with them before 
they can discern the life God 
wants them to live whether in 
the married, single or religious 
vocation.

“All of our religion teach-
ers are well-versed in the-
ology of the body and, with 
this knowledge, we integrate 
Blessed John Paul II’s beauti-
ful teachings of the body and 
the gift of our sexuality into 
our respective class material 
and discussions,” explained 
Brian Boeckman, theology 
teacher at Mount Saint Mary’s 
High School in Oklahoma City. 
“Theology of the body is an 
excellent tool for us to help 
our young people come to a 
deeper understanding of their 
own lives and of God’s plan for 
them.” 

Following her talk on the gift 
of masculinity and femininity, 
Sister Jane Dominic will give a 
short talk about Aquinas Col-
lege to any student who would 
be interested in attending.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Theology of the body

Father Brian Barr presides at Eucharistic adoration during a prayer service for vocations at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary in Huntington, N.Y., in 2012. Vatican offi cials are organizing a 
worldwide, simultaneous Eucharistic adoration for June 2 . (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz, Long 
Island Catholic)
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40 Days for Life

Walk for the Poor

The local Walk for the Poor T-shirt design won the national contest and was used across the U.S. this year.

Because of rain, the Walk for the Poor was inside this year.

Birth Choice Walk for Life

Face, pumpkin, hair painting and balloon creations were a hit with the children at 
Walk for Life.

St. Monica’s youth group enters the Walk for 
Life staging area holding high their trophy 
from last year (the blue tennis shoe trophy) 
for having had the most youth group partic-
ipates in the walk.

The Birth Choice Walk 
for Life drew a crowd 
of about 1,000 people.  
Representatives of 19 
churches from various 
denomination were in 
attendance.

Young adult Mass and cookout with Archbishop Coakley

Pro-life advocates pray outside the abortion clinic in Warr Acres, Okla., as a part of the 
40 Days for Life campaign. The campaign runs from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day from 
Sept. 26 through Nov. 3.
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Essay: Beginning Experience attendee refl ects on weekend that renewed hope
Editor’s Note: The Beginning Ex-

perience ministry exists to facilitate 
the grief resolution process for adults 
and children who have suffered a 
loss through death, divorce or separa-
tion. The ministry accomplishes that 
purpose by offering “quality, copy-
righted, grief resolution programs 
presented by trained peer ministers,” 
according to the national website. 
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
regularly sponsors Beginning Experi-
ence weekends. The next one is slated 
for Oct. 25 to Oct. 27. What follows is 
a refl ection from a past attendee of a 
Beginning Experience weekend.

I loved him. Our marriage wasn’t 
perfect, though. Whose is, really? 
We are all imperfect human beings 
and therefore make mistakes. I had 
always thought it was a matter of 
being dedicated to the marriage and 
forgiving the challenges. Regretfully, 
I found one can be pushed beyond 
the ability to stay. 

Our relationship had gone through 
a long, diffi cult trial, but when he 
bought us tickets for an amazing 
10-day trip though breathtaking 
scenery, I thought we could make it 
a second honeymoon. It would be a 
chance to let go of the past and em-
brace a new beginning. I reveled in 

that thought until two days into the 
trip I learned he had made a plane 
reservation to fl y home and abandon 
me on the ship. It not only crushed 
my dreams of a new beginning, but 
it also cleared my vision so I now 
understood I could no longer stay in 
this marriage. I couldn’t ever love 
him enough or forgive him enough or 
trust him enough to be the woman 
he needed. I knew that, if I stayed, 
he would only up the game of seeing 
what it would take to drive me away. 

I was having a bit of trouble ac-
cepting the new situation in which I 
found myself so I went to see a coun-
selor at my parish. He had helped 
me in the past and knew a bit about 
the struggles I’d been having. He lis-
tened intently and made a few sug-
gestions. Before I left, he handed me 
a brochure about a weekend retreat 
called Beginning Experience that he 
highly recommended. The brochure 
mentioned, “A weekend away, learn-
ing to fi nd purpose and direction for 
your life.” It did sound interesting so 
I began pondering the possibility.

The Holy Spirit will remind you 
if somehow you don’t choose to hear 
him the fi rst time around. When my 
priest also handed me the brochure, 
I knew I needed to listen. God wants 

what is best for us and it seemed as 
though there was something at Be-
ginning Experience that would help. 
There were to be speakers, small 
groups and personal writing time. 
Though I’d be away from home two 
nights, I wasn’t going to let a second 
suggestion pass. I called and made 
the reservation right then.

It is only now, after having been 
through Beginning Experience, that 
I can defi ne what it was that was 
causing me to struggle so much. I 
found that I didn’t know how to be 
single. I didn’t feel confi dent in mak-
ing decisions all by myself. I didn’t 
realize how much I just wanted 
to be heard by someone who truly 
understood my pain. Until you fi nd 
something that fi lls those gaping 
holes, you simply search and fi nd no 

answers.
I have found people through Begin-

ning Experience who understand me 
and have helped me learn to walk a 
different path. With work on my part 
and support from my new friends, I 
am once again becoming the strong 
confi dent person I had lost so long 
ago. It is as though I have walked 
through a gate of infi nite possibili-
ties that I had not seen before.

If you need help for the heartache 
of separation, divorce or widowhood, 
please come to the next Beginning 
Experience Weekend to be held Oct. 
25 through Oct. 27 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 NW Express-
way. We begin at 7 p.m. on Friday 
and take the fi rst steps home into a 
new adventure on Sunday at about 
3 p.m. The weekend cost is $100, but 
that covers all food and lodging. It is 
the best money I have ever spent. I 
found hope again!

If you have any questions, call the 
Offi ce of Family Life at (405) 721-
5651 or visit the national website at 
www.beginningexperience.org.

Byzantine Catholic community celebrates monthly Divine Liturgy

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth in a series of 
articles to explore the various ways in which the 
Mass (or, in this case, its equivalent) is celebrated 
throughout the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. The 
fi rst article featured the Edmond parish Saint 
Damien of Molokai, where the Extraordinary Form 
of the Latin Rite Mass is said each Sunday. The 
second featured the Norman parish Our Lady 
of Lebanon, a Maronite Rite parish. The third 
featured the Oklahoma City-based Holy Family 
Syro-Malabar Catholic Church.

NORMAN, OKLA.  — Yet another of the richly 
diverse segments of the universal Catholic Church 
is to be found in the celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy by the Byzantine Catholic Community.  
Father Philip Seeton travels from his home parish 
in Lawton to Saint Mark’s in Norman to offi ciate 
at this liturgy, celebrated here once a month.

The faith community that gathers for the Divine 
Liturgy is offi cially a mission of the Ruthenian 
Catholic Church in America; their bishop resides 
in Pittsburgh.  Father Seeton is, however, a priest 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City who has 
been trained to perform the rites of the Byzantine 
Church.  

Father Seeton explained that the service is 
called the Divine Liturgy, not Mass. 

“Liturgy,” he says, “is from the Greek and means 
‘work of the people.’   We call the service the 
‘Divine Liturgy,’ which says that the service is the 
work of God’s people.”

The Byzantine Ruthenian Church traces its 
origin to the eighth century when Saints Cyril 
and Methodius carried the Gospel to the Slavic 
nations.  Members of the Byzantine Church today 
are those who broke with the Eastern Orthodox 
Church in 1646 and who today acknowledge 
the Bishop of Rome as the head of the universal 
church.  

The original language of the Byzantine Ruthe-
nian Church was originally Old Slavonic.  Since 
the early 1950s, the Divine Liturgy has been in 
English.  

This is a profoundly spiritual liturgy.  Nearly all 
of the prayers are sung in plain chant by either 

the priest or the congregation.  The priest bows 
and makes the sign of the cross many times.  The 
congregation can be seated but is expected to 
stand for the more solemn parts of the liturgy. 
There is no kneeling.

The priest faces the altar except for the few 
instances when he addresses the congregation.  
Father Seeton explained that the Byzantine priest 
is seen as “leading the people in the pilgrimage of 
life on earth to the Kingdom of God,” and so every-
one is facing in the same direction.

Incense is frequently used, and the censer has 
12 dangling “bells,” symbolizing the 12 apostles.  
One bell is silent and that symbolizes Judas.  
Processions are another feature of the Byzantine 
liturgy.  Initially, the priest enters, incenses the al-
tar and then processes around the entire church.  
The book of the Gospel is also taken in procession, 
and the bread and wine come to the altar in yet a 
third procession.

The bread for Communion is a leavened bread 
(containing yeast), and the consecrated bread and 
wine are combined in the chalice.  Communion 
is by intinction, both species received together.  
Only the priest administers the sacrament, using 
a special spoon to place Holy Communion on the 

tongue of the recipient.
Each person to receive the Eucharist comes 

forward with hands folded across the chest.  They 
bow and tell the priest their names, and each one 
hears, “Servant of God, (name), partakes of the 
precious, all-holy, life-giving Body and Blood of 
Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ for the 
remission of his (her) sins and for life everlasting. 
Amen.”

Children and even babies receive Communion.   
In the Byzantine Church, infants receive Baptism, 
Confi rmation and Communion at the same time.  
The Sacrament of Penance is ordinarily fi rst cele-
brated at about the age of seven.

Brian Pickard attended the Divine Liturgy here 
for the fi rst time today and found that “there is 
a romance about it.”  He came from Saint John’s 
in Yukon at the urging of Ginny Mennis of Saint 
Charles Borromeo who felt he would enjoy the 
music.  For Mennis, the Byzantine worship is 
“very authentic and beautiful,” although she notes 
that “the singing is challenging.”

Barbara Regier travels from Lawton for the 
Divine Liturgy along with several other ladies.  
Her family was originally Byzantine, but she was 
raised Roman Catholic when they moved.  The 
liturgy here “brings back memories,” she says. “It’s 
a part of me.”

Most of the people attending this Byzantine 
service were not raised Byzantine.  Several were 
actually raised as Protestants.  Trent Fensler and 
his wife Meredith joined the Catholic Church as 
adults. Fensler said he appreciates “the emphasis 
on conversion of the heart that is found in the 
Byzantine Church.”

Also attending today were members of the Byz-
antine Mission in Tulsa whose priest, Father Gary 
Sherman, passed away one year ago.   He was 
remembered at a special service called Panachida 
(Memorial Service) that followed today’s Divine 
Liturgy.  

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

Fr. Philip Seeton lifts a crucifi x during Divine Liturgy. 

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

After months of nudging Catholics 
to reclaim Sunday as a day to attend 
Mass and spend time with family, 
New Orleans Archbishop Gregory 
Aymond is mandating that Catholic 
schools clear their calendars that 
day each week.

Aymond began asking schools 
last year to tweak practice sched-
ules and reschedule social events 
so harried families could dedicate 
their Sundays to worshipping and 
staying close to home. This year, the 
request took on new urgency, and by 
the 2014-15 school year, it will be an 
offi cial policy of the archdiocese.

“It’s rooted in the fact that people 
have a number of obligations and 
commitments. Our society is fast-
paced,” Aymond said. “In living such 
a hectic life, people neglect some-
times, not purposefully, the very 
basics of faith and family.”

While many Catholics are embrac-
ing the idea of slowing things down 
on Sundays, the policy is not without 
substantial headaches, especially for 
large Catholic high schools that have 

to accommodate dozens of extracur-
ricular activities and share limited 
facility space.

Aymond, who declared 2013 as a 
“Year of Family and Faith,” said the 
change applies to both archdioce-
san-run schools and schools operated 
by independent religious orders. So 
far, most schools are on board, he 
said.

Cynthia Thomas, president of 
St. Mary’s Dominican High School, 
said the all-girls school has already 
changed the dates of many of its 
Sunday events, including its wel-
come Mass. There are a handful of 
outside events the school hasn’t been 
able to reschedule, but Thomas said 
she expects to be fully compliant by 
next year.

“The success of our school depends 
on family life,” she said. “This is 
another opportunity to strengthen 
that, and in the long run I see it only 
benefi ting everyone involved.”

Aymond said that his request is 
particularly focused on events held 
at schools that aren’t associated 
with Catholic parishes, which he 
believes should be rescheduled in 
order to not pull worshippers away 

from their home 
churches. It does not 
affect activities, like 
religious education, 
that take place in 
local church parishes. 
He also stressed that 
the new guidelines 
weren’t designed to 
foster inactivity, but 
rather to encourage 
more faith-oriented 
Sundays.

Jesuit High School Principal Peter 
Kernion said complying with the 
new rules does present scheduling 
challenges, especially around social 
events.

“We certainly agree with the in-
tention of what he’s doing,” Kernion 
said. “Does it make things diffi cult? 
Yeah, of course. We’ve defi nitely 
curbed lots of things, and by next 
year I think we will curb the rest of 
our Sunday activities.”

Kernion said two events he’ll 
need to fi nd a new home for are the 
school’s traditional mother-son and 
father-son breakfasts, which are 
typically held on Sundays.

Most problematic, however, ap-

pears to be athletics.
Several coaches said that by elim-

inating Sunday as a practice day, 
they’ll be at a disadvantage when 
playing Thursday games against 
public high schools.

“I understand where he’s coming 
from, but it puts us in a bind,” said 
Jesuit football coach Wayde Keiser. 
“This year we play East Jefferson 
on Thursday. If we can’t practice on 
Sunday, they are going to be one up 
on us.”

The new policy is also causing 
schools to reschedule junior varsity 
games, which are typically held on 
Sundays. Cyril Crutchfi eld, head 
football coach at St. Augustine High 
School, said he had to cancel JV 
games this year due to the rule.

At Archbishop Hannan High 
School in Covington, principal Father 
Charles Latour said he’s stopped 
holding athletic tournaments that 
run into Sunday and has also re-
scheduled test preparation courses. 
But said he welcomes the change.

“We’re always running,” he said. 
“At some point, it’s important to stop 
and recognize that God has blessed 
us.”
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Archbishop requiring Catholic schools to end activities on Sundays

Archbishop 
Gregory M. 
Aymond

Christ informs the Catholic approach to football, sports

The liturgical calendar says “Ordinary Time,” 
but the secular calendar, the autumnal weather 
and casual conversation declare this to be that 
uniquely American time of year: Football season. 

In Oklahoma, electronic billboards count down 
to kickoff, weddings are scheduled around football 
and game day is practically a holiday – but, just as 
Catholics are called to approach issues of life and 
death from a countercultural perspective, so, too, 
are they called to approach sports from a consid-
ered worldview.

It’s not that Catholics should marginalize the 
importance of sports. Quite the contrary: The 
popes have repeatedly praised athletics and the 
character traits they inculcate.

“Playing sports has become very important to-
day, since it can encourage young people to develop 
important values such as loyalty, perseverance, 
friendship, sharing and solidarity,” Blessed John 
Paul II said in 2000 in a homily at the “Jubilee of 
Sports People.”

The pope suggested “the logic of sport” is also 
“the logic of life.”

“Without sacrifi ces, important results are not ob-
tained, or even genuine satisfaction,” he explained.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI also said sports are 
meritorious.

“In all sporting activities, a person understands 
better that their body should not be considered 
an object … but that it allows them to express 
themselves and establish relations with others,” 
the pope emeritus said at a 2010 private audience 
with “Italian Ski Masters.” 

“In this way, the balance between the physical 
and spiritual dimensions leads one not to idolize 
the body but to respect it,” he added.

Yet, sports – like anything else – pose tempta-
tions, both to athletes and to fans.

“The importance of sports today invites those 
who participate in them to take this opportunity 
for an examination of conscience,” Blessed John 
Paul II said in 2000. “It is important to identify 
and promote the many positive aspects of sport, 
but it is only right also to recognize the various 
transgressions to which it can succumb.”

Father James Andrew Wickersham, pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church in Alva, Okla., identifi ed one 

such temptation in a conversation on the archdioc-
esan Facebook page.

“If you could easily miss Mass for a vacation or 
a football game but never in your life miss your 
favorite team play, then, yes, that’s called idolatry,” 
Father Wickersham wrote. “Sports and athlet-
ic games are a necessary aspect of culture. In a 
healthy culture, it exists in its proper place: (1) 
honor and worship due to God; (2) nurturing faith 
within one’s family and charity toward others; and 
only after these (3) recreation and athletic sports. 
In our modern world today, we can easily reverse 
these priorities because the honor due to God does 
not provide us with the adrenaline rush of a fi rst 
down.”

That’s why, perhaps, Pope Francis has recently 
tempered sports enthusiasm with timely remind-
ers.

“May sports always be a means of exchange and 
growth, never of violence and hate,” he tweeted on 
July 25.

“Jesus offers us something bigger than the World 
Cup,” he has also said. That quote could easily be 
amended: “Jesus offers us something bigger than 
the national championship.”

In all things, then, including football, Catholics 
are to magnify the importance of Christ.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the football 
coaches at Bishop McGuinness and Mount Saint 
Mary Catholic high schools view football as “a 
stage to teach young people about life.”

 “There’s a daily discipline about athletics that 
can really be translated to a person’s spiritual life,” 
Mount Saint Mary coach Chris Stiles says. “It’s 
the small things – taking moments of prayer and 
Scripture reading, going to a chapel service, going 
to Mass – that sustain the spiritual life.”

Bishop McGuinness coach Justin Jones added: 
“Win or lose, we’re going to give glory to God and 
thank God that we’re even able to play the game.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

By Daniel Lawton
Reprinted with permission from 

The Advocate, New Orleans
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Hace unos dieciocho meses formé un equipo de 
sacerdotes, religiosos y laicos, hombres y mujeres 
para que me ayudaran a discernir una visión 
mutuamente compartida para guiar a la Arquidió-  
cesis dentro los próximos cinco años. ¡Hemos 
llegado a la conclusión de ese trabajo! En este 
número del “Sooner Catholic” (periódico ofi cial de 
la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City) estoy ansio-
so por proclamar esa visión y anunciar las tres 
prioridades diocesanas que centrarán nuestras 
iniciativas y esfuerzos pastorales para los próxi-
mos años.

He escrito una carta pastoral anunciando esta 
visión, “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”. Invito a cada 
uno de ustedes a tomar tiempo para leer y refl e- 
xionar sobre esta carta pastoral. Se presenta en 
este número del periódico y en nuestra página web 
arquidiocesana. La carta pastoral proporciona el 
contexto y los detalles de la visión, así como nues-

tras tres prioridades y sus objetivos inmediatos.
Resulta que el equipo reconoció que nuestro tra-

bajo en realidad no consiste en crear una visión, 
sino en discernir y aceptar la visión que el mismo 
Señor nos ha dado. “Vayan y hagan discípulos” (Mt 
28:19) Este es el mandato que Jesús dio a sus dis-
cípulos, cuando se preparaba para volver al Padre 
y enviar el Espíritu Santo. Es la clara visión que 
anima a la Iglesia en todas las épocas al cumplir 
su misión evangelizadora.

“Vayan y Hagan Discípulos.” Al proclamar esta 
visión de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City hoy, 
nos centramos en el corazón y la esencia de lo que 
signifi ca ser católico. No es, ante todo, sobre la con-
strucción y el mantenimiento de las instituciones 
y estructuras fi nas, aunque éstos tienen su lugar 
propio. Jesús primero nos llama a ser discípulos. 
Cada uno de nosotros está invitado a la amistad 
con Jesús como un miembro de su Iglesia. El resto 

se deriva de este 
encuentro y de esta 
relación.

Para llegar a ser 
un discípulo sig-
nifi ca entrar en el 
camino de la con-
versión. Jesucristo 
ofrece a cada uno de 
nosotros la gracia 
de experimentar de 
nuevo la Buena Nueva de la salvación en nuestras 
vidas. Pero esta oferta requiere una respuesta de 
nosotros. No basta con mantener el statu quo. No 
podemos esconder el don de la fe colocándola en 
algún compartimento remoto y seguro de nuestras 
vidas. Vivir la fe hará demandas sobre nosotros, 
ya que ilumina y dirige la totalidad de nuestras 
vidas.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡Vayan y Hagan Discípulos!

El Arzobispo Coakley: Nuestra visión: “Vayan y Hagan Discípulos”, 
informará todo lo que haremos en los próximos cinco años

“Vayan y Hagan Discípulos” es la 
nueva declaración de la visión, de 
cinco años de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City, el Arzobispo Pablo 
Coakley anuncio en una carta pasto-
ral el 7 de octubre.

La declaración de esta visión es el 
fruto de un proceso de 13 meses, que 
incluyó la formación de un equipo de 
conceptualización Arquidiocesano, 
ocho sesiones de escucha en toda 
la arquidiócesis y 12 sesiones de 
discernimiento de seis horas facili- 
tados por el Instituto de Liderazgo 
Católico.

“Esta visión guiará nuestra familia 
arquidiocesana en el transcurso de 
los próximos cinco años”, escribió el 
arzobispo. “Es hacia dónde vamos. Es 
la visión contra la cual que evalu-
aremos  y justifi caremos nuestras 
iniciativas, programas, ministerios y 
gastos. Refl eja lo que somos y lo que 
hacemos”.

Simple y reconocible de la Escritu-
ra, la declaración de tres palabras sin 
embargo, tiene un signifi cado que se 
puede ahondar sin fi n — y el arzobis-
po proporciona un amplio material 

para la refl exión en la carta pastoral.
 “Esta es la palabra de Dios dirigi-

da a nosotros, al concluir este Año 
de la Fe”, dijo. “Es nuestro mandato. 
Para todos y cada uno de nosotros, es 
a la vez una invitación y un desafío, 
una llamada y una misión”.

En otras palabras, para los católi-
cos individuales, viviendo la visión 
implica tanto el discipulado personal 
y la evangelización.

“Cuando comenzamos a reconocer 
nuestro alto llamado, vemos cuán 
completamente inmerecido de nues-
tra dignidad es conformarse con una 
vida de mediocridad moral o espiri-
tual y religiosidad superfi cial”, dijo el 
arzobispo. “El llamado del bautismo 
es el llamado a la santidad heroica, el 
llamado a ser santo.”

En la carta, el arzobispo también 
anunció tres prioridades arquidioce-
sanas, cada una de las cuales serán 
apoyadas por dos objetivos específi -
cos y mensurables.

La primera de estas prioridades 
es “la Nueva Evangelización.” Con 
el apoyo de personal y otros, el 
arzobispo creará una Ofi cina de la 
Nueva Evangelización para el 1 de 

noviembre de 2013. El director de 
esta ofi cina, a su vez, iniciará un 
nuevo plan de evangelización 
Arqui-    diocesano en 20 a 30 
parroquias y  en todas las 
ofi cinas diocesanas para el 1 
de noviembre de 2014.

La segunda prioridad es la 
“Formación en la Fe”, con me-
tas para la implementación, 
con un proceso de un año de 
duración, de una “Transfor-
mación de la Catequesis 
para Adolescentes”    en 
12 a 16 parroquias y 
escuelas católicas de la 
Arquidiócesis para el 30 
de noviembre de 2014, 
y para aumentar la par-
ticipación en las oportuni-
dades en la formación de 
adultos de un 5 a  un 10 por 
ciento en toda la arquidiócesis 
para el 1 de julio de 2015.

La tercera prioridad es “el Mi- 
nisterio Hispano”, con metas para 
comenzar la ejecución de un plan 
para aliviar el hacinamiento en las 
iglesias con poblaciones hispanas 
signifi cativas en el área metropoli-

tana de Oklahoma City para 1 
de mayo de 2014, y para inscri-
bir la primera clase en lengua 
hispana de un  programa 
básico de formación de adultos 
en la fe entre los católicos 
hispanos de la arquidiócesis 
para el 1 de junio de 2014.

La carta pastoral com-
pleta del Arzobispo está 

disponible en inglés 
y español como un 

suplemento especial 
en esta edición del 
periódico católico 
Sooner Catholic, 
así como en línea 
en www.archokc.
org Recursos adi-
cionales — incluy-

endo un video para 
presentar la nueva 

declaración de la visión — 
también están disponibles en el sitio 
web de la Arquidiócesis. Para recibir 
las actualizaciones a medida de los 
progresos hacia los objetivos espe-
cífi cos y mensurables en su correo 
electrónico, visite www.fl ocknote.com/
archokc , registrarse y suscribirse a 

Por el equipo de redacción del 
Sooner Catholic

El papa pregunta que si ‘la justicia’ y ‘solidaridad’ son solamente palabras palabras

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — La 
Guerra Fría ha terminado y el muro 
de Berlín ha sido destruido, pero la 
guerra y la amenaza de guerra con-
tinúan existiendo y los inmigrantes 
siguen encontrando la muerte en su 
jornada en busca de seguridad y una 
vida mejor, dijo el papa Francisco. 

En una alocución dada en una 
conferencia en la que se celebraba 
el 50º aniversario de la encíclica del 
beato Juan XXIII conocida con el 
nombre en latín de “Pacem in Terris” 
(“Paz en la tierra”), el papa Francis-
co preguntó si “’la justicia’ y ‘solid- 
aridad’ eran solamente palabras que 
estaban en el diccionario o, por el 
contrario todos nosotros trabajamos 
para que se hagan realidad”. 

El mundo tiene todavía un cami-
no largo que recorrer, dijo el 3 de 

octubre, en momentos en los que 
ofrecía sus oraciones por una cifra 
calculada en 500 inmigrantes cuya 
embarcación en la que venían de 
África había zozobrado en cercanías 
de la costa italiana. Las autoridades 
italianas buscaban sobrevivientes, al 
tiempo que el papa hablaba de ello. 
Se dijo que cerca de 150 inmigrantes 
ya habían sido rescatados y más de 
100 cuerpos de difuntos habían sido 
recuperados. 

La tragedia, que el papa descri- 
bió como “desgracia”, sucedió en las 
cercanías de Lampedusa, lugar que 
el papa Francisco había visitado el 8 
de julio, después de que había suce-
dido una tragedia semejante. En esa 
ocasión, el papa lanzó a las aguas del 
mar Mediterráneo un ramo de fl ores 
blancas y amarillas, en memoria de 
una cifra calculada en 20,000 afri-
canos inmigrantes que han venido 

encontrando la muerte durante los 
25 años anteriores en busca de una 
nueva vida en Europa. 

En su alocución ante los partici-
pantes de la conferencia “Pacem in 
Terris”, organizada por el Consejo 
Pontifi cio de Justicia y Paz, el papa 
Francisco unió la tragedia de los 
inmigrantes “a la crisis económica 
inhumana y mundial, que es serio 
síntoma de la falta de respeto por la 
persona humana”. 

“Pacem in Terris” se publicó en 
1963, y fue la última encíclica es-
crita por el beato Juan XXIII. Esta 
encíclica estuvo dirigida a todas 
las personas de buena voluntad y 
no solamente a los católicos; y en 
ella se refería a las esperanzas de 
los pueblos y a los temores que se 
tenían, en lo más crudo de la Guerra 
Fría, posterior a la crisis de misiles 
en Cuba. El beato Juan XXIII hacía 

en ella un llamado por una coope-
ración internacional e interreligiosa 
en la promoción de la paz mundial, 
con énfasis en la importancia de los 
derechos y dignidad humanos. 

“Las semillas de paz sembradas 
por el beato Juan XXII rindieron 
fruto”, dijo el papa, refi riéndose al 
fi n de la Guerra Fría; “pero a pesar 
del hecho de que muros y barreras 
han venido abajo, el mundo continúa 
necesitando la paz y el llamado 
presente en el documento ‘Pacem 
in Terris’ permanece fuertemente 
relevante”. 

Hoy día, como hace 50 años, dijo, 
el fundamento de la paz es el recono-
cimiento del origen divino de la per-
sona humana, que debe ser evidente 
en la forma en la que los individuos 
y las comunidades promueven, res-
petan y salvaguardan la dignidad de 
cada persona humana. 

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Hola amigos lectores de Sooner 

Catholic. Retomamos el sendero del  
falso grupo de la Watch Tower, mejor 
conocido como los Testigos de Jehová. 
Vamos a mirar un poco algunas de 
sus creencias y  en que se fundamen-
tan para creerlas y enseñarlas. Si 
analizamos las biblias que utilizan 
los no católicos, nos daremos cuenta 
que sus biblias son iguales en traduc-
ción; no poseen siete libros que si po-
seen las biblias católicas. Todas ellas 
entre si son iguales. Pero la biblia de 
los amigos de la Atalaya, usan una, 
que de verdad lo digo, da vergüenza. 
Han cambiado palabras, suprimido 
otras; las más mínimas reglas del 
hebreo o griego han sido desconoci-
das. Los textos que han modifi cado 
más son aquellos que nos hablan de 
la divinidad de Cristo, cosa que les 
sirve para desmontar el dogma de la 
Trinidad.

Ahora, casi la totalidad de las reli-
giones, creen que la persona humana 

posee alma inmortal; los Testigos 
afi rman que el alma muere. Exis-
ten varios textos que respaldan la 
doctrina católica de la inmortalidad 
del alma: Génesis 35,18; 1 de Reyes 
17,22; Hebreos 4,14; Tesalonicenses 
25,23; Apocalipsis 6, 9-11 y 20,4.

Es curioso cómo esta congregación, 
entiende el N.T.  Encontramos en 
él, que la esperanza para todos los 
cristianos bautizados es el cielo. Pero 
los Testigos por razones extraordi-
narias, ininteligibles y misteriosas, 
afi rman que solo 144.000 irán al 
cielo y para gran sorpresa solo serán 
Testigos. ¿Qué les parece? Existen en 
el mundo algo así como 6’000.000.000 
de personas de las cuales hay  unos 
buenos millones que se dicen cristia-
nos. ¿Y solo irán al cielo 144.000 y 
además deben ser Testigos de Je-
hová? ¡Por favor, seamos serios...! ¿No 
vino Jesús por todos para estar junto 
con Él? El truco de la interpretación 
de los 144.000 está en que la mitad 

de los 144.000 literal-
mente se toma y la 
otra mitad es decir 
las 12 tribus, se toma 
de manera simbóli-
ca. Qué interesante 
manera de manipular 
la palabra de Dios.

Otra de sus pa-
trañas fue que de un 
momento a otro la 
cruz para ellos re-
sultó ofensiva y ahora 
la denigran y desconocen. Sólo fue 
hasta 1925 que los Testigos decid-
ieron no aceptar la cruz y cambiar su 
doctrina para así rechazarla. Rechaz-
an la Misa y como es natural niegan 
la Transustanciación. Han sido tan 
audaces, mentirosos y blasfemos 
que el texto de Lucas 22,19 que dice: 
“Esto es mi cuerpo” lo han cambiado 
para que diga: “Esto SIGNIFICA mi 
cuerpo”. Verdaderamente increíble. 
En todas la biblias, protestantes y 

católicas, en sus diversas traduc-
ciones y en todas las épocas se ha 
traducido “Esto es  MI cuerpo”, pero 
no, a los Testigos no les pareció y 
cambiaron; así, deportivamente el 
MI por el SIGNIFICA. Sin ningún 
tipo de explicación seria, científi ca, 
idiomática clara. Así es esta secta. 
Verdaderamente un mundo oscuro y 
complejo en su doctrina y enseñanza. 
Ya para fi nalizar esta parte, también 
niegan el infi erno; el bautismo de los 
niños; los diez mandamientos; las 
imágenes; la virginidad perpetua de 
María; rechazan al papa y un largo 
etc. de inexactitudes hermenéuticas, 
históricas y científi cas. 

Lo anterior, lo he expuesto en 
pa-sados artículos; no solo hablando

de los Testigos de Jehová en 
particular sino en generalidades 
de apologética de otros artículos. 
Lo cual al lector se le harán repeti-
das algunas de las consideraciones          
planteadas.   

Por Padre Raúl 
Sánchez

¡Los Catequistas están en la Primera Línea de la Nueva Evangelización!

Nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa 
Francisco, recientemente se dirigió a 
una Peregrinación Internacional de 
Catequistas en Roma y sus palabras 
ofrecieron tanto una aclaración amo-
rosa como una orientación específi ca 
a todos los catequistas.

Tras su saludo y muchas palabras 
de agradecimiento a los catequistas 
por su servicio dedicado para y en la 
Iglesia continúa con una aclaración 
importante.

«Ser»  catequistas. No trabajar 
como catequistas: eso no vale. Uno 
trabaja como catequista porque le 
gusta la enseñanza… Pero si tú no 
eres catequista, ¡no vale! No serás 
fecundo, no serás fecunda. Catequista 
es una vocación: “ser catequista”, ésta 
es la vocación, no trabajar como cate-
quista. ¡Cuidado!, no he dicho «hacer» 
de catequista, sino «serlo», porque 
incluye la vida. Se guía al encuentro 
con Jesús con las palabras y con la 
vida, con el testimonio. Recuerden lo 
que nos dijo Benedicto XVI: “La Igle-
sia no crece por proselitismo. Crece 
por atracción”. Y lo que atrae es el 
testimonio. Ser catequista signifi ca 
dar testimonio de la fe; ser coherente 
en la propia vida. Y esto no es fácil. 
¡No es fácil! Ayudamos, guiamos al 
encuentro con Jesús con las palabras 
y con la vida, con el testimonio. Me 
gusta recordar lo que San Francisco 
de Asís decía a sus frailes: “Predi-
cad siempre el Evangelio y, si fuese 
necesario, también con las palabras”. 
Las palabras vienen… pero antes 
el testimonio: que la gente vea en 
vuestra vida el Evangelio, que pueda 
leer el Evangelio. Y «ser» catequistas 
requiere amor, amor cada vez más 
intenso a Cristo, amor a su pueblo 
santo. Y este amor no se compra en 
las tiendas, no se compra tampoco 
aquí en Roma. ¡Este amor viene de 
Cristo! ¡Es un regalo de Cristo! ¡Es 
un regalo de Cristo! Y si viene de 
Cristo, sale de Cristo y nosotros tene-
mos que caminar desde Cristo, desde 
este amor que Él nos da.

“Ser” un catequista nunca debe 
confundirse o sustituirse por “tra-
bajar” como catequista. “Ser” un 
catequista es llevar a sus hermanos 
y hermanas a un encuentro con 
“... Cristo por nuestras palabras y 

nuestras vidas, dando testimonio” y 
dentro de este contexto, el intercam-
bio y la transmisión de los contenidos 
de nuestra fe, la catequesis, se vuelve 
más fructífero.

El Papa Francisco, después de 
recordarle a todos que él también es 
un catequista, continuó ofreciendo un 
proceso de tres pasos del cómo “cami-
nar desde Cristo”.

Ante todo, caminar desde Cristo 
signifi ca tener familiaridad con él, 
tener esta familiaridad con Jesús: 
Jesús insiste sobre esto a sus dis-
cípulos en la Última Cena, cuando 
se apresta a vivir el más alto don 
de amor, el sacrifi cio de la cruz. 
Jesús usa la imagen de la vid y los 
sarmientos, y dice: Permanezcan en 
mi amor, permanezcan unidos a mí, 
como el sarmiento está unido a la 
vid. Si estamos unidos a Él, podemos 
dar fruto, y ésta es la familiaridad 
con Cristo. ¡Permanecer en Jesús! 
Se trata de permanecer unidos a Él, 
dentro de Él, con Él, hablando con 
Él: permanecer en Jesús. Para un 
discípulo, lo primero es estar con el 
Maestro, escucharle, aprender de él. 
Y esto vale siempre, es un camino 
que dura toda la vida.

Está claro que sólo los que viven 
una relación íntima y personal con 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo 
Resucitado pueden ser los que lo 
pueden compartir con los demás. 
Esta es la realidad, tenemos que 
estar viviendo una amistad entusi-
asmada, llena de amor y alegre con 
Jesús. Usando las palabras del Santo 
Padre: “Tenemos que permanecer en 
él”. Esto es lo que atrae y convence a 
otros de como vale la pena tener una 
relación con nuestro Señor. El Papa 
hace otra aclaración cuando dice… 

El ser catequista “No es un título, 
es una actitud: estar con Él, y dura 
toda la vida. Se trata de estar en la 
presencia del Señor, de dejarse mirar 
por Él. Y les pregunto: ¿Cómo están 
ustedes en la presencia del Señor?” 

 El Santo Padre continúa al paso 
dos en este “caminar desde Cristo”. 

El segundo elemento es el 
siguiente: Caminar desde Cristo 
signifi ca imitarlo en el salir de sí 
e ir al encuentro del otro. Ésta es 
una experiencia hermosa y un poco 
paradójica. ¿Por qué? Porque quien 
pone a Cristo en el centro de su vida, 

se descentra. Cuanto más te unes a 
Jesús y él se convierte en el centro de 
tu vida, tanto más te hace Él salir de 
ti mismo, te descentra y te abre a los 
demás. Éste es el verdadero dinamis-
mo del amor, éste es el movimiento 
de Dios mismo. Dios es el centro, pero 
siempre es don de sí, relación, vida 
que se comunica… Así nos hacemos 
también nosotros si permanecemos 
unidos a Cristo; Él nos hace entrar 
en esta dinámica del amor. Donde 
hay verdadera vida en Cristo, hay 
apertura al otro, hay salida de sí mis-
mo para ir al encuentro del otro en 
nombre de Cristo. Y ésta es la tarea 
del catequista: salir continuamente 
de sí por amor, para dar testimonio 
de Jesús y hablar de Jesús, predicar 
a Jesús. Esto es importante porque 
lo hace el Señor: es el mismo Señor 
quien nos apremia a salir. El corazón 
del catequista vive siempre este mo- 
vimiento de «sístole y diástole»: unión 
con Jesús y encuentro con el otro. Son 
las dos cosas: me uno a Jesús y salgo 
al encuentro con los otros. Si falta 
uno de estos dos movimientos, ya no 
late, no puede vivir. Recibe el don del 
kerigma, y a su vez lo ofrece como 
don. Esta palabrita: don. El catequis-
ta es consciente de haber recibido un 
don, el don de la fe, y lo da como don 
a los otros. Y esto es hermoso.

Todo catequista está llamado a ser 
un conducto de Cristo y de su amor. 
Esto implica recibir y compartir a 
Cristo. La comparación con los lati-
dos del corazón es grandiosa.

Finalmente, llegamos al tercer paso 
en este camino espiritual para los 
catequistas.

Y el tercer elemento va siempre 
en esta línea: caminar desde Cristo 
signifi ca no tener miedo de ir con 
Él a las periferias. Aquí me viene 
a la memoria la historia de Jonás, 
una fi gura muy interesante espe-
cialmente en nuestros tiempos de 
cambio e incertidumbre. Jonás es un 
hombre piadoso, con una vida tran-
quila y ordenada; esto lo lleva a tener 
sus esquemas muy claros y a juzgar 
todo y a todos con estos esquemas 
de manera rígida. Tiene todo claro: 
la verdad es ésta. Es infl exible. Por 
eso, cuando el Señor lo llama y le dice 
que vaya a predicar a Nínive, la gran 
ciudad pagana, Jonás se resiste. ¡Ir 
allí! Si yo tengo toda verdad aquí… 

Se resiste. Nínive está fuera de sus 
esquemas, se encuentra en la perife-
ria de su mundo. Y entonces huye, 
se va a España, escapa, se embarca 
en un barco que zarpa hacia esos 
lugares. Vayan a leer de nuevo el 
libro de Jonás. Es breve, pero es una 
parábola muy instructiva, especial-
mente para nosotros que estamos en 
la Iglesia. ¿Qué es lo que nos enseña? 
Nos enseña a no tener miedo de salir 
de nuestros esquemas para seguir 
a Dios, porque Dios va siempre más 
allá. ¿Saben una cosa? ¡Dios no tiene 
miedo! ¿Lo sabían? ¡No tiene miedo! 
¡Va siempre más allá de nuestros 
esquemas! Dios no tiene miedo de 
las periferias. Y si ustedes van a las 
periferias, allí lo encontrarán. Dios 
es siempre fi el, es creativo. Por favor, 
no se entiende un catequista que no 
sea creativo. Y la creatividad es como 
la columna vertebral del catequista. 
Dios es creativo, no está encerrado, 
y por eso nunca es rígido. Dios no es 
rígido. Nos acoge, sale a nuestro en-
cuentro, nos comprende. Para ser fi e-
les, para ser creativos, hay que saber 
cambiar. Saber cambiar. ¿Y para qué 
tengo que cambiar? Para adecuarme 
a las circunstancias en las que tengo 
que anunciar el Evangelio. Para 
permanecer con Dios, hay que saber 
salir, no tener miedo de salir. Si un 
catequista se deja ganar por el temor, 
es un cobarde; si un catequista se 
queda impasible, termina siendo una 
estatua de museo: ¡y tenemos tantos! 
¡Tenemos tantos! Por favor, nada de 
estatuas de museo. Si un catequista 
es rígido, se hace apergaminado y 
estéril. Les pregunto: ¿Alguno de 
ustedes quiere ser un cobarde, una 
estatua de museo o estéril? 

Esta es una gran guía para todos, 
pero de una manera especial para 
nosotros en la Arquidiócesis. De ir 
a la periferia, los alrededores y más 
allá de nuestras zonas de comodidad 
puede ser tan simple como ser un 
catequista para un grupo de edad di- 
ferente, tal vez incluso para los adul-
tos, y también puede signifi car llevar 
de la mejor manera que podamos, y 
con los dones que Dios nos ha dado 
para catequizar, a Cristo con los de 
otra cultura sin ser tan atados rígida-
mente a la nuestra que terminamos 
promoviendo mas nuestra cultura 
que al mismo Cristo.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano
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 “For where your 
treasure is, there 
also will your 
heart be.” 
Luke: 12:34 

THE FINANCIAL DECISIONS  
YOU MAKE TODAY  

WILL DEFINE YOUR LEGACY 

Come to the Archdiocese 
Wills and Trusts Week 2013 

October 15-24 
Informative and spirit-filled sessions on Estate Planning for Catholics. 

Decisions about your estate plans are some of the most important you will 
make. Are you prepared? We can help. Catholics from all parishes are invited to 
attend one of the seminars during Wills and Trusts Week, October 15-24. 

The local parishes listed here, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma and Catholic Charities combine to present this special 
program of information and prayer at a very important time in your life.  

Stewardship: Giving Back to God — In a call to all Catholics, Archbishop 
Paul Coakley said, “A Christian steward is someone who receives God’s gifts 
gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, shares then generously, and returns 
them with increase to the Lord.  Planning is an essential part of stewardship and 
I encourage all Catholics to participate.” 

Tuesday Evening, October 15 - 7-9 pm 
St. Philip Neri Church 
1107 Felix Place, Midwest City 
 

Tuesday Evening, October 22 - 7-9 pm 
St. Mark the Evangelist Church 
3939 W. Tecumseh Rd., Norman 
 

Thursday Evening, October 24 - 7-9 pm 
Holy Family Church - 1010 NW 82nd St., Lawton 

Thursday Evening, October 17 - 7-9 pm 
Our Lady’s Cathedral 
3214 N. Lake Ave., Oklahoma City 
 

Wednesday Evening, October 23 - 7-9 pm 
St. John the Baptist Church 
900 S. Littler Ave., Edmond 

Sessions will be presented by local Catholic estate planning attorneys. 
 

Admission is free to all Catholics from any parish. Reservations 
are not necessary but welcome. Refreshments will be served.  
 
Call, email or go online to make your reservation: 
(405) 721-4115 or email at mmills@archokc.org or online at www.cfook.org 
 

Sponsored by the local parishes and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma and Catholic Charities. 

The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
What is a Charitable Gift Annuity?

   A charitable gift annuity is a contract under which the Catholic 
Foundation, in return for a transfer of cash, marketable securities or 
other assets, agrees to pay a fi xed amount of money to one or two in-
dividuals, for their lifetime (usually in monthly or quarter payments). 
The purpose is to continue income to the donor for the remainder of 
his/her lifetime. At the end of the annuity, the remaining assets are 
directed towards any Catholic ministry, parish or school that the do-
nor desires. As a portion of the gift will benefi t the church, a portion 
will also qualify as a charitable tax deduction on most individual in-
come tax returns for the year in which the gift annuity is established.
   A person who receives payments is called an “annuitant” or “ben-
efi ciary.” The payments are fi xed and unchanged for the term of the 
contract. The rate of return is signifi cantly more than current CD 
rates. A portion of the payments are considered to be a partial tax-free 
return of the donor’s gift, which are spread in equal payments over 
the life expectancy of the annuitant(s).
    The contributed property (the gift), given irrevocably, becomes a 
part of the Foundation’s assets, and the payments are a general obli-
gation of the Foundation. The annuity is backed by the Foundation’s 
entire assets, not just by the property contributed. Annuity payments 
continue for the life/lives of the annuitant(s) no matter what the 
investment experience of the gift annuity fund.
   Payments can begin immediately or can be deferred for a period de-
termined by the donor and set forth in annuity contract. The payment 
period can be measured by one annuitant’s life (who in most cases is 
the donor) or by the lives of two joint and survivor annuitants (who 
are usually husband and wife). 
   For more information about the fl exibility of charitable gift annu-
ities or other estate planning ideas, contact: 

   The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats bring the light of 
Christ to those wounded by an abortion experience

Through the Offi ce of Family 
Life, Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 
are conducted in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City twice each year.  
The next retreat is scheduled for 
Dec. 6 to Dec. 8. The testimonies of 
those experiencing the healing light 
of Jesus during the weekend speak 
volumes.

“I attended a Rachel’s Vineyard 
retreat this year and the healing 
I have experienced as a result has 
changed me deeply and fundamen-
tally,” a past attendee testifi ed. “I 
not only found God’s forgiveness but 
he made it possible for me to forgive 

myself.  Healing is possible. There is 
hope.  A part of me died when I had 
my abortion and God’s healing is 
restoring me.”

For more information, please 
contact the team at the confi dential 
phone line (405) 623-3844 or confi -
dential email rachelsvineyardokc@
gmail.com.  The team is happy to 
answer questions and to arrange 
one-on-one visits for those who are 
seeking a confi dential meeting prior 
to deciding about coming to a re-
treat. Additional information about 
this ministry can be found on the 
website www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Briefs
Offi ce of Family Life to present 

Natural Family Planning Classes
Natural Family Planning is an on-

going observation and interpretation 
of the symptoms presented by the 
body each month and can be used 
throughout all the fertile years.  The 
couple approach enriches the mar-
riage relationship through improved 
communication. 

Learn the sympto-thermal meth-
od of Natural Family Planning 
with Scott and Gail Hunt, certifi ed 
instructors, on Oct. 18, Nov. 15, and 
Dec. 20 at Saint John the Baptist 
Church in Edmond, Okla. Register 
for the class online at www.ccli.org; 
materials will be sent to registrants. 
Free childcare is available upon 
request by contacting Dr. Harry 
Kocurek at (405) 340-0691, ext. 109.

Learn the Billings Ovulation 
Method from 10 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, Oct. 12, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in Oklahoma City.  To regis-
ter, please call (405) 721-8944.

Bishop McGuinness Open 
House to be Nov. 3

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School will host its annual Open 
House for all interested and prospec-
tive students and parents from 1-3 
p.m.  Nov. 3.  Teachers from every 
department and athletic coaches will 
be on hand to provide information 
and answer questions.  Student clubs 
and organizations will be represent-
ed and ready to assist visitors.  Visi-

tors will be able to tour the facility.

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcast-
ing to host Radiothon

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 
will present a Radiothon from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Nov. 5, and Nov. 6. The 
Radiothon will present listeners with 
the opportunities to call in to speak 
with a variety of guests. Archbishop 
Paul Coakley will be on the air from 
4 -5 p.m., Nov. 6, and Bishop Edward 
Slattery of the Diocese of Tulsa will 
be on the air from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., 
Nov. 5.

Retrouvaille aims to restore 
wounded marriages

The program is highly successful 
in saving hurting marriages, even 
bringing reconciliation to couples 
who have already separated or di-
vorced. For confi dential information 
about or to register for the Oklaho-
ma City Retrouvaille slated for Nov. 
8 to Nov. 10, call (405) 443-3541 or 
visit the website www.helpourmar-
riage.com.

Edmond Youth Fest slated for 
Nov. 9

Edmond Youth Fest for eighth 
-12th graders from 4:30-10 p.m. on 
Nov. 9, at Saint John the Baptist 
Church. Presenters will include 
Adam Bitter and Father Stan Fortu-
na. The cost is $20; dinner provided. 
For more information, contact Matt 
Bond at mbond@stjohncatholic.org.
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Calendar
OCTOBER

17-25 Monthly Novena to The 
Infant Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague monthly.  
During these nine days, the novena 
prayers will be as follows: Mon-
day-Friday following noon Mass, 
Saturday following 6 p.m. Mass, and 
Sunday following 11 a.m. Mass.

18-20 Come away to a Silent 
Retreat to explore your creativity 
and to get closer to our Creative God 
in Whose image we are made.  Katie 
Gordy is facilitating the retreat from 
9 a.m. October 18th- noon on October 
20th at the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter. The Retreat is open to men or 
women.   If you have any questions 
or would like a registration form, call 
Katie Gordy at 627-6954 or email at 
kgordy11@cox.net.

19-21 Parish Mission at St. John 

Nepomuk. All Catholics of the 
Archdiocese of OKC are invited to 
Yukon, where Dr. John Bergsma will 
lead the St. John Nepomuk parish 
mission on October 19, 20 and 21. 
Bible Basics for Catholics: A New 
Picture of Salvation History is Dr. 
Bergsma’s latest publication. The 
mission will kick off with a dinner on 
Saturday evening (RSVP required), 
after the 5 p.m. Mass. Babysitting 
will be provided for the evening ses-
sions. Please call to reserve a space 
for your child. For more information 
or to RSVP for dinner or reserve a 
space in the nursery, call the parish 
offi ce at (405) 354-2743.

19 Children’s Fall Festival at St 
Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 
from 6 – 8 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
3901 S. Sunnylane Rd, Del City 
Games, concessions, cakewalk. Tick-
ets are 25¢ each.

19 Craft Fair at Holy Spirit Church, 
Mustang from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

19 St. Charles Catholic Singles 
(and friends)  at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church at 5054 N. 
Grove Ave., OKC.  Gathering  from 
7 - 8 p.m. Music begins at 8 p.m. and 
last dance at 11 p.m.  Snacks are 
welcome for our sharing table.  All 
are welcome. Further information 
call Al: (405) 631-0763

24 Bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 41st and S. McKinley Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Food and Beverages 
reasonably priced will be served at 
5:45 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:30 p.m. 
All games  (Some new games) includ-
ing two blackouts are $10. 

25-26 The Called and Gifted 
workshop will include Church 
teaching on the laity and lay  apos-

tleship; the nature of spiritual gifts, 
call, and vocation;  and how to un-
dertake the process of discernment.
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church  
210 South 7th Street, Chickasha, OK 
73018 in St. Joseph’s Hall. Cost is 
$35, lunch will be provided. Register 
at  www.holynamechickasha.org  un-
der Adult Formation or call the offi ce 
at (405) 224-6068 and ask for Joel.

NOVEMBER
1 All Saints Day Holy Day of 
Obligation

Job Box
Weekend Monitor for Rose Home 
Birth Choice of Oklahoma is 
looking for a Weekend Monitor for 
Rose Home. Rose Home is a shelter 
for homeless pregnant women. The 
times will be from 5 p.m. Saturday to 
5 p.m. Sunday. This position will be 
working with the ladies and chil-
dren at Rose Home, monitoring the 
facility, making sure basic needs are 
met, rules are enforced, and general 
procedures are followed. If you are 
interested contact Misty Warfi eld, 
Birth Home  Co-director, at 361-9172 
or misty @birthchoice.org

Part-time cook 
St. John the Baptist Church in 
Edmond is seeking a part-time Cook 
for our Timeout Ministry.  “Timeout” 
offers a respite for caregivers and 
a special outing for Senior Citizens 

within the community by offering a 
variety of activities, entertainment, 
lunch and communion prayer service 
every Wednesday.  Duties for the 
part-time cook position include meal 
planning and preparation for 70 peo-
ple, purchasing of food/supplies for 
the lunch meal, food handling and 
light clean-up.  If interested, contact 
Jennifer Dolf at 340-0691 or jdolf@
stjohn-catholic.org 

Part-time Title I teachers wanted 
Catapult Learning is seeking a 
part-time Oklahoma certifi ed teach-
er to provide Reading and/or math 
instruction in small group settings in 
Oklahoma City, OK. Applicants must 
meet the highly qualifi ed require-
ments as described by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education. If 
interested, APPLY at: https://ca-

reers-catapult.icims.com/jobs/1927/
teacher/job?mode=view

Pastoral Care, Lead 
St. Anthony Shawnee Hospital 
is seeking a Pastoral Care, Lead, 
responsible for development and 
implementation of a continuum of 
spiritual care services to carry out 
our Mission and Values by providing 
spiritual and emotional support to 
patients, families, visitors and hos-
pital employees by witnessing as a 
Christian and fostering holistic care 
of the patient in conjunction with 
other hospital personnel.  To apply 
go to www.stanthonyshawnee.com.

Director of Vocational Services 
The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a Director of Vocational 
Services. The Director of Vocational 

Services is responsible for operations 
management of vocational programs 
for developmentally disabled adults.  
This includes providing adequate 
staffi ng, marketing, budgeting, 
inventory & supply management 
and oversight of retail operations.  
Additionally, the Director must be 
cognizant of regulatory compliance 
for State Use Programs & Develop-
mental Disabilities Service Division 
(DDSD) guidelines. If interested, 
email your resume to HR@cfl inc.org 

Part-time cafeteria help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria is 
now taking applications for part-
time cafeteria help. If interested 
please contact Laura Scott by email 
lscott@bmchs.org or call 842-6656 for 
an appointment.
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soonercatholic.org
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with your
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Fathers Schwarz, Kolb savor sixty years of priesthood

Born just northeast of Okarche, 
Okla., Father Elmer Schwarz was 
the youngest of Conrad and Susan 
Schwarz’s four children. Father 
Schwarz said he realized when he 
was in Saint Louis Preparatory 
School that he was destined to be a 
priest.

His path started in high school, 
when his parish monsignor was 
asked by Bishop Eugene McGuinness 
to fi nd a seminarian from the parish. 
The monsignor asked the school’s 
principal, who said Father Schwarz 
was the “likely suspect.”

It was during World War II and 
Father Schwarz said he assumed he 
would be drafted. However, the mon-
signor informed him that, if he was 
in seminary, the military would defer 
service. So Father Schwarz spent 
four years at seminary, continually 
asking God in prayer, “Do you really 
want me to do this?” He continued 
his studies in theology at Mount 
Saint Mary of the West in Ohio. 

When he was to be ordained a dea-
con, he changed his prayer to “God, if 
you don’t want me to be a priest, get 
me out of here.” His education contin-
ued, as did his faith. The following 
year he was ordained as a priest.

Father Schwarz started his service 
as an associate pastor at Corpus 
Christi Church in Oklahoma City. 
He completed graduate studies at 
Catholic University, receiving his 
baccalaureate and licentiate in canon 
law. He then served as pastor at 
Saint William’s in Skiatook, Blessed 
Sacrament in Lawton, Saint John 
Nepomuk in Yukon, and, fi nally, 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church in 
Chickasaw, where he spent most of 
his career. 

He was also appointed as chaplain 

of the Saint 
Thomas More 
Society of Tulsa 
in 1959 and 
served as a 
judge in the tri-
bunal from 1986 
to 2012.

“I like the 
whole process 
of being a 
priest,” Father 
Schwarz said. “The way I thought of 
myself in relation to God when I was 
ordained was, ‘God hired me for the 
job.’ He would give me the where-
withal to complete all he wants me 
to do. The problem was I (acted as 
though I) was in charge. It took me 
15 to 20 years to fi nally get the point. 
I truly realized God will be in charge 
all the time and I accepted that he 
will always be in charge.”

“My whole life became a lot more 
beautiful than it had been,” he add-
ed. “I became a happier priest.”

One of his favorite memories is of 
learning to say Mass in Spanish. 

“It was worth me going through 
the effort,” he said. 

Father Schwarz said he was also 
proud that Oklahoma was way ahead 
of other dioceses in implementing 
Second Vatican Council changes. 

“We were allowed to use English at 
Mass before the Council ended,” he 
said.

Father Price Grimes said Father 
Schwarz has given a beautiful wit-
ness.

“Father Schwarz is one of the 
kindest priests, one of the most 
understanding priests that you could 
possibly have. He has been faithful to 
his priesthood through his life’s ups 
and downs,” Father Grimes said.

Editor’s Note: This is the last in a series of four articles profi ling the jubilar-
ians of the archdiocese, those priests who are celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th 
and 60th anniversaries of ordination to the priesthood. This article highlights 
the ministries of Father Elmer Schwarz and Father Joe Kolb, both ordained 
May 23, 1953. Both celebrate 60 years of priesthood this year.

By Judy Hilovsky
For the Sooner Catholic

Father Elmer Schwarz: 
“God will always be in charge”

Fr. Elmer Schwarz

Father Joe Kolb’s interest in the 
church started with his parents, John 
and Sophie, and their involvement in 
the church in Edmond, Okla. Along 
with his two sisters and two broth-
ers, the family enjoyed many of the 
parish activities. 

“I liked the activities and the work 
of a priest,” Father Kolb said. “I 
wanted to spread the good news of 
the church.” 

After spending two years in the 
Army during War World II, Father 
Kolb attended three years at Ken-
rick-Glennon Seminary in Saint Lou-
is and fi nished in San Antonio, Tex. 
He then served throughout the state 
of Oklahoma. He was an associate 
pastor at Christ the King in Tulsa, 
Saint Peter Church in Woodward and 
Saint Mary Church in Ardmore.

His fi rst assignment as pastor was 
at Saint Helen Church in Frederick. 
Subsequently, he was the pastor 
at Sacred Heart in Sapulpa, Saint 
Mary Church in Medford, Saint Peter 
Church in Guymon, Saint Anthony of 
Padua in Okeene, Prince of Peace in 
Altus, Saint Rose of Lima in Waton-
ga, Saint Joseph Church in Hen-
nessey, Sacred Heart in Mangum, 
Saints Peter and Paul in Hobart, and 
Saint Ann Church in Elgin.

He was also the spiritual moder-
ator for the Oklahoma Council of 

Catholic Women 
for 30 years and 
was present-
ed the Father 
Stanley Rother 
Faithful Shep-
herd Award in 
2009.

Father Kolb 
said one of his 
favorite activi-
ties as a priest 
was the process of instructing adults 
and bringing them into the church 
and caring for those who couldn’t 
care for themselves. 

His biggest challenge was learning 
to be a decision maker. 

“It was kind of hard because we 
didn’t have to make any decisions 
until we were on our own,” he said. 

Father Kolb has long since retired, 
but he still works to help those in 
need. He has rebuilt four bicycles 
and sent them to a mission in Peru. 
In addition, he has cleaned and ster-
ilized thousands of medicine bottles 
to be reused in the poorer areas of 
Mexico. “I even buy press-on labels to 
help out,” Father Kolb said. 

Father Price Grimes said of Father 
Kolb, “He is a faithful man who has 
served all over the state of Oklaho-
ma and especially has a love of the 
Hispanic people.” 

Father Joe Kolb: 
“I wanted to spread the Good News”

Fr. Joe Kolb

2013 jubilarians of the archdiocese.


