
Hundreds gather in OKC 
to pray for life, mercy
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Go Make Disciples

More than 600 people joined Archbishop Coakley, Pastor Walter Hoye 
of the Issues4Life Foundation, Fr. Pruett and Sr. Maria for a prayer vigil 
and Walk for Life on Oct. 4 in southwest Oklahoma City.

The procession, which began at Saint James Catholic Church, in-
cluded prayers, singing and a balloon Rosary. The procession walked 
along S.W. 44 and Blackwelder Avenue, passing Oklahoma City’s new 
abortion center, before returning to Saint James for a fi nal blessing. 

continued on Page 8

 By Diane Clay,

Photos Cara Koenig, Diane Clay

Pope announces 17 new cardinals, 
including three from U.S.

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis 
will conclude the Year of Mercy by 
creating 17 new cardinals, includ-
ing three from the United States: 
Archbishop Blase J. Cupich of 
Chicago; Dallas Bishop Kevin J. 
Farrell, prefect of the new Vatican 
offi ce for laity, family and life; and 
Archbishop Joseph W. Tobin of 
Indianapolis.

Announcing the names of the 
new cardinals Oct. 9, Pope Francis 
said, “Their coming from 11 na-
tions expresses the universality 
of the Church that proclaims and 
witnesses the Good News of God’s 
mercy in every corner of the earth.”

The new cardinals – 13 of whom 
are under the age of 80 and there-
fore eligible to vote in a conclave 
to elect a new pope and four over 
80 being honored for their “clear 
Christian witness” –will be in-
ducted into the College of Cardi-
nals Nov. 19, the eve of the close of 
the Year of Mercy.

The next day, Nov. 20, they will 
join Pope Francis and other car-
dinals in celebrating the feast of 
Christ the King and closing the 

Year of Mercy, the pope said.
Shortly after the pope’s an-

nouncement, Archbishop Tobin 
tweeted: “I am shocked beyond 
words by the decision of the Holy 
Father. Please pray for me.”

The fi rst of the new cardinals 
announced by the pope was Arch-
bishop Mario Zenari, who, the 
pope explained, “will remain ap-

ostolic nuncio to the beloved and 
martyred Syria.”

The last of the cardinals he 
named was Albanian Father Ern-
est Simoni, a priest of the Archdio-
cese of Shkodre-Pult, who will turn 
88 Oct. 18. He had moved Pope 
Francis to tears in 2014 when he 
spoke about his 30 years in prison 

By Cindy Wooden,
Catholic News Service

During the prayer vigil at the 
parish before the procession, Pas-
tor Hoye, who fl ew from California 
to participate in the event, talked 
about his experiences praying 
near abortion facilities. 

While he has been confronted by 
facility staff, his most memorable 
encounters are with the moms 
who talk to him before either 
entering the facility or leaving. 
Nearly all of the mothers who stop 
to talk express desperation and 
feeling lost. 



By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

 To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

 For an update on how 
Catholic Relief Services is 
helping Caribbean nations 
recover from Hurricane 
Matthew and to donate, go 
online to www.crs.org.

 See calendar and briefs 
for events in OKC and Nor-
man during the 40 Days for 
Life, which ends Nov. 6. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Schedule
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

State Question 790: 
Helping the “least of these” while 

healing the past
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Oct. 16-30, 2016

Oct. 14-16 – Annual Meeting of Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, Little Rock

Oct. 17-20 – Archdiocesan priests retreat, Montserrat Retreat Center, Lake Dallas, Texas

Oct. 23 – Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Oct. 25 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center

Oct. 25 – On-Air Radiothon, 4 p.m., Catholic Radio

Oct. 26 – Presbyteral Council, 9:30 a.m., CPC

Oct. 27 – Catholic Charities Chapel Committee, 10 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ces

Oct. 27 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ces

In all the turmoil surrounding the presidential elec-
tion, many people overlook the fact that there are a 
number of other very important elections on the ballot 
in November as well. These could have profound ef-
fects on the lives of many Oklahomans, especially the 
neediest. One of these important issues is an Okla-
homa ballot measure called “State Question 790.” 

If State Question 790 passes, Oklahomans would 
remove a current major threat to religious organiza-
tions – including Catholic social service agencies – who 
serve the poor, refugees, the disabled, the homeless, 
the hungry and many other needy people in our state.

The threat comes from a part of the Oklahoma 
Constitution called Article II, Section 5. State Ques-
tion 790 asks Oklahomans whether they want to 
repeal Section 5. On its face, Section 5 prohibits state 
money from going to religious organizations, even 
when those organizations have standard state con-
tracts, do not use the funds for proselytization, and, 
most importantly, serve everyone who comes through 
their doors. 

For many years, Oklahoma saw few attempts to use 
Section 5 against Catholic and other religious so-
cial service providers. Unfortunately, in recent years 
Section 5 has been “weaponized” by 
groups who want to keep religious 
organizations from providing social 
services, solely because they are 
religious. 

Sadly, these groups even have 
brought a series of lawsuits against 
disabled children and their families 
who sought to access an Oklahoma 
disability scholarship program that 
would help them attend a school that 
can provide the specialized treat-
ments these children need to thrive 
despite their disabilities. 

These children and their parents 
had to endure three lawsuits and 
two trips to the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court before they received any relief 
from the Section 5 threat. This kind of uncertainty 
and delay is tough on families. 

In other states, activist groups have brought law-
suits against Christian halfway house programs 
designed to help recently released prisoners overcome 
substance abuse problems, and against a Christian 
day care program that sought to participate in a state 
program for improving playground safety.

Section 5 has thus created artifi cial and completely 
unnecessary barriers to providing help to the neediest 
among us, including children with disabilities. What’s 
worse is that if Section 5 were ever strictly applied in 
the way some anti-religion groups have asked it to be, 
it would be devastating to Catholic and other religious 
hospitals, social service agencies like Catholic Char-
ities, homeless shelters, halfway houses for released 
inmates, substance abuse programs, and the like. 

All of these minis-
tries serve every needy 
person, no matter their 
beliefs or personal situ-
ation. And, whether Sec-
tion 5 is repealed or not, 
all of these ministries must still continue to comply 
with the federal constitution’s rules about church-
state separation.

In my view, applying Section 5 in this way would 
be devastating to the Church’s mission in Oklahoma. 
I am reminded of the passage in the Gospel of Saint 
Matthew where Jesus tells a parable that goes to the 
heart:

Then, the king will say to those at his right hand, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 
I was in prison and you visited me.” 

Then, the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to 
drink? And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And, 
when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?” And the 
king will answer them, “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.”

The Catholic Church has a special 
mission to help all of the poor and 
needy because they are members 
of God’s family – our brothers and 
sisters. This is not just a nice thing 
to do, but a duty. We serve others 
not because they are Catholic, but 
because we are!

 Finally, there is one other reason that repealing 
Section 5 is relevant to Catholics – repealing Section 
5 would right a major historical wrong. Many peo-
ple do not know that Section 5 was a provision that 
Congress mandated that Oklahoma include in its 
state constitution as a condition of becoming a state 
in 1907. 

It is a “Blaine Amendment,” one of a series of state 
constitutional provisions that were designed to ex-
clude Catholics from providing religious education 
and from public life more generally. Repealing Sec-
tion 5 would remove this black mark on Oklahoma’s 
history.

I therefore encourage all Catholics and all people of 
good will to consider this issue carefully and to visit 
www.oklahomablaine.org that describes in some de-
tail what is at stake with State Question 790.

     

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City
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   Almighty God, you inspired 
your servant St. Luke the  
Evangelist and physician to set 
forth in the Gospel the love and 
the healing power of your son. 

   In faithfully detailing the 
humanity of Jesus, he also 
showed the divinity of Jesus 
and His genuine compassion 
for all human beings.

   May St. Luke intercede for  
us that we may deepen our  
understanding of the Gospel 
and grow in compassion of 
Jesus. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ who lives 
and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever 
and ever. Amen.
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“The Catholic Church 
has a special mission to 
help all of the poor and 
needy because they are 

members of God’s 
family – our brothers 

and sisters. This is not 
just a nice thing to do, 
but a duty. We serve 

others not because they 
are Catholic, but be-

cause we are!”

Bishop McGuinness 
placement test in 

November
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Volunteering to help the home-
less, opened the eyes and heart 
of Mount Saint Mary senior Mor-
gan Foley, who knew she had to do 
something.

Although her modest fundraiser 
didn’t cure the problem, it cer-
tainly brought a few rays of sun-
shine to the metro’s City Care cen-
ter, which assists those in poverty.

Morgan went about organizing 
a benefi t to help 
feed and care for 
the people she 
serves early each 
Monday in the 
food serving line 
from 6 a.m. to 8 
a.m. Last month, 
her concern led to 
“Huddle for Home-
lessness.”

“I went out and 
got some prizes 
from merchants, 
and then we held 
a raffl e at our foot-
ball game Sept. 9,” 
she said. 

More than 
$1,600 was generated.

Foley, 17, has seen the esti-
mated 300 people served and, at 
times, it breaks her heart.

“I’ve witnessed addiction and 
mental illness and the effect it has 
on people,” she said. “I know I’m 
blessed.”

Remembering one troubling 
incident, she said, “A lady walked 
in with two kids. Children in a sit-
uation like that can’t really enjoy 
childhood with that kind of stress 
and trauma.”

Her work at City Care, 2400 
General Pershing Blvd., was no-
ticed by Leann Davis of City Care.

“Morgan is a bright young lady 
who exhibits a desire to serve 
other,” Davis said. “She is contin-
uing the legacy of service handed 
down by her grandfather, the late 
Stan Deardeuff, who was a long-
time supporter and past chairman 
of the board of City Care.”

Foley’s commitment has inspired 
others, including her dad, Rob 
Foley.

“At fi rst my dad wasn’t much of 
a morning person and didn’t know 
what to think about this,” she 
said. “But, now he’s very involved 
and wanting to serve also.”

Her concern for the hungry and 
homeless isn’t the only thing she 
works on. She’s involved in several 

activities at Mount 
Saint Mary, while 
maintaining a 
4.00 grade point 
average. Foley is 
a National Merit 
semi-fi nalist, 
National Honor 
Society president 
and a varsity 
volleyball player 
on the Rockets’ 
successful team.

During the 
summer, she 
attended a spe-
cial leadership 
program at Notre 
Dame University. 

She’s thinking about attending 
college there and possibly going 
into pre-medicine. For now, she’s 
savoring the prep experience.

“I like being involved,” she said. 
She has found it easy to be 

active with encouragement from 
faculty and others at The Mount.

“This school is great, and has a 
real family feeling,” she said. 

Mount Principal Talita DeNegri 
said she is proud of Foley’s efforts 
and called her student “the spirit 
of the Mount.”

“Morgan’s spirit for life is conta-
gious and is a path many Mount 
teens want to follow,” DeNegri 
said. “Her role at The Mount 
has been that of leadership and 
mercy. Her love of serving others 
has generated among our school 
community the desire to reach out 
and give.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Mount St. Mary student 
leads through service

By Steve Gust, 

With slow-moving Hurricane Matthew striking Jamaica, Haiti and 
Cuba, aid organizations are responding to emergency needs from 
fl ooding, winds and landslides.

Forecasters said up to 30 inches of rain were expected in some 
regions of Haiti, with devastating winds affecting much of the central 
Caribbean region.

Donations are being sought to meet emergency and long-term re-
sponses to the storm.

Among those accepting cash donations are:

n Catholic Relief Services. Donations can be made online at 
http://donate.crs.org/hurricane-matthew-crs, via mail to P.O. Box 
17090, Baltimore, MD, 21297-0303 and indicate Hurricane Matthew 
in the memo; or call toll-free (877) 435-7277 from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Eastern time.

n Catholic Medical Mission Board www.cmmb.org/donations/hurri-
cane-matthew.

How you can help emergency 
response to Hurricane Matthew
By Dennis Sadowski,

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School will be administering 
the STS High School Placement test on Saturday, Nov. 5, to any 
8th grader interested in attending the school as a freshman for the 
2017-2018 school year. 

All prospective 9th graders must take this test to help with course 
selection. A second test date will be offered on Saturday, Nov. 12, for 
all students who cannot make it on the fi rst test date.

Students will need to arrive before 8 a.m. on the day of testing. 
Bring two No. 2 pencils. No calculators or cell phones allowed. The 
test lasts approximately three and a half hours.

Students not attending a feeder school and interested in taking the 
placement test must contact Andrew Worthington, director of cur-
riculum and testing at aworthington@bmchs.org or (405) 842-6638, 
Ext. 234, to register for the test.

Blue Mass

Archbishop Coakley blessed police offi cers, fi refi ghters, fi rst respond-
ers and their families at this year’s Blue Mass at  The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help on Sept. 30. Saint Michael protect and defend 
our fi rst responders; shield them against the many dangers they face. 
Help them fi nd security and peace with you by their side. Amen.    
Photos Cara Koenig.



WASHINGTON – The United 
States, with its mixed record on 
the death penalty, is about to take 
a closer look at the issue this fall 
with two cases before the U.S. 
Supreme Court and three referen-
dums on state ballots in the No-
vember election.

In the two death penalty cases 
before the court, both from Texas, 
one examines information given to 
jurors, while the other questions 
whether the state properly mea-
sured intellectual capability of the 
accused.

“The Supreme Court cases this 
fall are addressing the brokenness 
of the judicial system,” said Karen 
Clifton, executive director of the 
Catholic Mobilizing Network to End 
the Death Penalty.

She said these cases “address the 
most troubling aspect of the death 
penalty, which is disproportionately 
used on vulnerable populations.”

Buck v. Stephens was argued be-
fore the court Oct. 5, two days into 
its new term. It reviews the 1995 
sentencing of Duane Buck, who 
was given the death penalty for the 
1995 murders of his ex-girlfriend 
and another man. 

Buck’s guilt or innocence is not 
at stake; called into question is 
whether he was given a fair sen-
tence. That’s because during the 
punishment phase of his trial, the 
witness statement of a psycholo-
gist, called forth by the defense, 

said that because Buck is black, 
there was a stronger likelihood 
that he would present a danger to 
society.

Buck’s lawyers will argue that 
this comment held particularly 
strong weight, especially since 
Texas law states the imposition 
of the death sentence must come 
from a unanimous jury decision 
that the defendant would pose a 
threat of future danger.

Texas has acknowledged the 
error based on similar testimony by 
the same psychologist, Walter Qui-
jano, in six other cases and prom-
ised to re-examine Buck’s case, but 
never did.

Sherrilyn Ifill, president of 
NAACP’s Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund, which is representing 
Buck, said the bottom line in the 
case is that racial bias played a role 
in Buck’s sentencing. The 20-year-
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“Oklahomans need to 
consider if they want 
to “retain a form of 

punishment that ratch-
ets up the level of vio-
lence, is susceptible to 
misapplication and is 
corrosive of the values 

of our culture.”
– Archbishop Paul Coakley 

Sooner Catholic

Use of death penalty re-examined 
in the states, at Supreme Court

old case still speaks 
to what is happening 
in our country today, 
she said in a Sept. 30 
teleconference with 
reporters.

Buck is seeking “a 
new colorblind sen-
tencing hearing,” added 
Kate Black, an NAACP 
attorney.

The other death 
penalty case before the 
court in October is Moore v. Texas 
where the plaintiff, Bobby James 
Moore, claims he is intellectually 
disabled, a claim the state appeals 
court has rejected. Moore was given 
the death sentence for his convic-
tion in a 1980 murder of a grocery 
store clerk during a botched rob-
bery, but his attorneys argue the 
state used outdated medical stan-
dards in their evaluation of Moore’s 
mental state.

If the eight-member court gives 
a 4-4 ruling on the two cases, the 
men will be executed since the 
lower courts and the appeals courts 
ruled against them and those deci-
sions will stand.

Voters in California, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma will look at the 
death penalty as referendum is-
sues.

In Nebraska, lawmakers voted 
in May 2015 to repeal the death 
penalty and overrode Gov. Pete 
Ricketts’ veto of their measure, 
but the measure has not been 
enforced because it is being put to 
the voters. They will have to decide 
if they want to retain the lawmak-
ers’ repeal of capital punishment or 
vote it down.

California has an initiative to 
replace the death penalty with life 
in prison without the possibility 
of parole. Oklahoma has a more 
nuanced ballot measure – asking 
voters if they want to add the death 
penalty to the state’s constitution, 
which would make it clear that if 
one method of capital punishment 
is declared invalid or unconstitu-
tional, another method could be 
used.

Clifton, whose group has been 
working closely with the state Cath-
olic conferences where the death 
penalty is coming up for vote, said 
there is “no question this election is 
an important possible tipping point 
for the death penalty.” If Nebraska 
retains the repeal on its use and 
California repeals the death pen-
alty, she said, it will “show that the 
Americans are turning away from 
the death penalty. The end is in 
sight.”

In Oklahoma, she said, the 
“surface is just being scratched,” 
but she hopes the “ground is being 
tilled for future legislative reform.”

During a Sept. 29 news briefing 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, across from 
the state Capitol, Father Doug Diet-
rich, pastor of Saint Mary’s Catho-
lic Church in Lincoln, said priests 
across the state were gearing up to 
address the issue from the pulpit in 

the weeks before the vote.
“We are taking a principled pro-

life stance and proclaiming that we 
do not need the death penalty,” he 
told reporters.

Clifton similarly said state vic-
tories against the death penalty 
“would also be a very big pro-life 
win for this country at a time when 
the dignity of life is being chal-
lenged on many fronts. It would 
show that even the guilty have dig-
nity and a right to life,” she added.

California’s bishops have urged 
voters to support the initiative to 
outlaw the death penalty and to 
say no on a proposal to speed up 
the judicial review of death penalty 
cases, saying: “Any rush to stream-
line that process will inevitably 
result in the execution of more 
innocent people.”

In an Aug. 21 statement, Okla-
homa City Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley said Oklahomans need to 
consider if they want to “retain a 
form of punishment that ratchets 
up the level of violence, is suscepti-
ble to misapplication and is corro-
sive of the values of our culture.”

“Recent trends and statistics 
about the application of the death 
penalty as well as the alarming in-
carceration rates in our state point 
out the urgent need for criminal 
justice reform in our nation and in 
our state,” he wrote.

The nation has mixed views on 
the death penalty. According to the 
Washington-based Death Penalty 
Information Center, 30 states have 
the death penalty and 20 do not.

For the first time in four decades, 
public approval of capital punish-
ment is decreasing. A Sept. 29 poll 
by the Pew Research Center shows 
that 49 percent of Americans favor 
the death penalty for those con-
victed of murder and 42 percent 
oppose it – which puts opposition 
to the death penalty at its highest 
level since 1972.

In 2015, 56 percent of Americans 
supported the death penalty and 
80 percent favored it. The numbers 
in support of the death penalty 
were much higher in the 1990s. 
In 1994, 80 percent of Americans 
favored the death penalty and only 
16 percent were opposed to it. 

 The recent poll, based 
on telephone surveys from Aug. 
23-Sept. 2, shows more support 
for the death penalty from white 
mainline Protestants – 60 percent 
support it and 31 percent oppose 
– than Catholics where 43 percent 
support the death penalty and 46 
percent oppose it.

By Carol Zimmermann,
Catholic News Service
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Sister Benedicta Boland, O.S.B. 

Sister Benedicta Boland, OSB, 91, a Ben-
edictine sister of Mount Saint Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kan., died Thursday, Sept. 29, at 
the monastery. 

Born on a family dairy farm in Port Hud-
son, Mo., Sister Benedicta was one of 10 
children of John and Cecilia Boland. When 
she came to Guthrie in 1940 to attend the 
first vows of Sister Cabrini, her sister, the 
prioress suggested that Benedicta finish 
high school with the Benedictines in Guth-
rie. She did, entering the monastery in 1942, 
several months before graduation. 

She was soon asked to accompany com-
munity prayers on the organ. She taught in 

parish and community schools and also served as liturgical minister. 
After receiving her graduate degree in liturgical studies at The Catholic 
University of America, she was director of the Tulsa Office of Liturgy 
from 1978-83. As part of Red Plains Monastery in Oklahoma, she 
served on its monastic council, and in its formation and oblate pro-
grams. 

In 1983, her focus became spiritual direction, retreats and training 
others in ministry. When the Red Plains Monastery closed in 2010, the 
sisters joined the Benedictines in Atchison. She continued to direct 
the Retreat in Daily Life in Atchison for several years. She enjoyed mu-
sic, reading and working outdoors and continued to contribute to the 
liturgy and music of the monastery until her death.

Memorials may be sent to Mount Saint Scholastica or made online 
at the Mount’s website at www.mountosb.org.

My oldest daughter, not quite 3 
years old, recently began the beau-
tiful Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd program at our parish, where 
very young children are introduced 
to the parables, the nativity story, 
and other aspects of the good news 
of Jesus Christ in a way accessible 
to the young child. 

For the first month of the pro-
gram, however, they do not engage 
in formal Catechesis. They do 
not hear a story from the Gospel. 
Instead, they practice walking 
slowly. They learn to 
pour water with care 
and attention, to wash 
windows and candle-
sticks and plants. 

These very small 
children learn to quiet 
their bodies.

Then, they hear the 
words of the Gospel. 
Then, they are ready to 
listen.

Sofia Cavaletti and 
Gianna Gobbi, who de-
signed the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd 
program, understood a 
profound truth about the human 
person when they developed these 
exercises to practice the virtues of 
slow, quiet work. 

They understood that we are 
embodied people – that our bodies 
are integral to our personhood. 
To paraphrase Saint John Paul II, 

though we are not only our bodies, 
we are our bodies. Our bodies are 
not like clothes we put on during 
our earthly life, but an essential 
aspect of our being. We are a unity 
of body and soul. 

At first blush, our society seems 
to exalt the body and the material; 
it, in fact, sees the body as a tool 
to be used or manipulated (or 
exploited) as we see fit. The view of 
food as “fuel,” exposes this view: 
it sees our bodies as machines 
we need to stay alive, and food is 

reduced to gasoline for these ma-
chines we inhabit. 

The seemingly opposite view, 
where food is constantly indulged 
without reference to health or 
hunger, also uses the body, in this 
case as a machine for pleasure. In 
both, the body is a mere instru-

Slowing mind, body to hear Christ

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  
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ment of the mind, to be used in 
whatever way the mind sees fit.

This misunderstanding of the 
human person is most apparent in 
the area of our own fertility. Our 
society thinks that our sexuality 
ought to be independent of fer-
tility, so much so that it divorces 
sexuality from its natural conse-
quence without a thought.

For most of history, medicine 
was meant to correct malfunc-
tions of the body, but our society 
now has the widespread use of 

pharmaceuticals to 
make our bodies how 
we think they ought to 
be. We can manipulate 
our fertility through 
artificial hormones, 
“freeing” ourselves from 
our bodies and our 
natural fertility, further 
reducing our bodies to 
complex objects. Con-
traception views the 
body as it naturally is – 
as it was made by God 
– as something in need 
of correction.  

The Church, however, 
offers us another way – a way in 
accordance with the reality of the 
body as integral to our person-
hood. In his weekly Wednesday 
audiences collected as “The Theol-
ogy of the Body,” Saint John Paul 
II makes the case that the core 
meaning of all of reality is love 

and that this meaning is revealed 
through the human body. Exist-
ing as one with the soul, the body 
connects us to the world and to 
others. Through our bodies we can 
see, hear and feel others. 

The Church’s recognition of the 
person as a unity of body and 
soul influences her practices and 
teachings, from a rich under-
standing of sexuality to a cycle of 
fasting and feasting throughout 
the liturgical year. Our prayer, too, 
corresponds to this truth. We bow, 
we cross ourselves and genuflect. 
We sing, chant and stay silent. 
Images and icons focus our atten-
tion; we encounter God in his body 
and blood. 

In the liturgy, like the little chil-
dren in the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, our bodies do not whirr 
and hum like machines caught 
in a meaningless cycle of produc-
tion and consumption. Our quiet 
movements are both slow and 
swift, suggestive of the presence 
of something outside ourselves, 
something bigger, to which we are 
oriented. 

Reverend Joseph C. Kolb

Father Joseph C. Kolb, 91, died Oct. 7 in 
Oklahoma City. 

Father Kolb was born on Feb. 2, 1925, 
in Edmond, one of five children of John 
and Sophia Martin Kolb. He attended Saint 
Gregory’s University High School, Shawnee; 
Saint Francis Seminary, Bethany; Kend-
rick Seminary, Saint Louis, Mo.; and Saint 
John’s Seminary, San Antonio. He was or-
dained on May 23, 1953, at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help for the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and served the 
people of Oklahoma for 63 years. 

Father Kolb served in 14 different parishes 
in Oklahoma: associate pastor, 1953, Christ 

the King, Tulsa; associate pastor, 1954, Saint Peter, Woodward; as-
sociate pastor, 1954-1957, Saint Mary, Ardmore; pastor, 1957–1964, 
Saint Helen, Frederick, where he supervised the building of the new 
church; pastor, 1964–1965, Sacred Heart, Sapulpa; pastor, 1965–
1970, Saint Mary, Medford; pastor, 1970–1978, Saint Peter, Guymon 
(Mission: Sacred Heart, Hooker); pastor, 1978–1982, Saint Anthony of 
Padua, Okeene (Mission: Saint Thomas, Seiling); pastor, 1982–1987, 
Prince of Peace, Altus; pastor, 1987–1990, Saint Rose of Lima, Wa-
tonga (Missions: Sacred Heart, Hitchcock; Saint Joseph, Loyal); pas-
tor, 1990–1997, Saint Joseph, Hennessey (Mission: Saint Camillus, 
Marshall); pastor, 1997–1999, Sacred Heart, Mangum and Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Hobart; pastor, 1999–2003, Saint Ann, Elgin (Missions: 
Mother of Sorrows, Apache; OLPH, Sterling). Elgin and missions were 
his last assignments before retirement from active ministry in 2003. 

Father Kolb was the 2009 Father Stanley Rother Faithful Shepherd 
Award recipient and served as spiritual moderator for the OCCW for 
more than 30 years. 

During World War II, Father Kolb, prior to entering the seminary, 
was a radio operator with the 103rd Division of the Seventh Army in 
France and southern Germany. His service and devotion to duty led to 
a Bronze Star. This service also led to his lifelong ham radio operator 
status. W5JEB has signed off. In addition to being a ham radio opera-
tor, Father Kolb flew his own single engine plane and with his beloved 

mother traveled over the United States visiting friends and relatives.
A vigil service was held Oct. 13 at Saint Ann Nursing Home Chapel. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond on Oct. 14, with interment at Gracelawn 
Cemetery, Edmond. 

Memorial donations may be made to Birth Choice, P.O. Box 94533, 
Oklahoma City, 73143. 
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Two bishops experience ‘river of humanity’ on pilgrimage
Trip marks their third time along famed pilgrim paths in Spain, 

which draw thousands annually

“You meet people 
from every walk 
of life, saints and 
sinners, believers 

and cynics, 
always kind of 
interacting with 
one another,” he 
said. “It’s really 
a microcosm of 

humanity and of 
the human 

experience.”

Sooner Catholic

For more than 1,000 years, var-
ious pathways have wound across 
northern Spain to the tomb of the 
apostle Saint James in Santiago 
de Compostela.

Over that time, countless pil-
grims have walked along these 
paths, known in Spanish as “El 
Camino” (“The Way”). Some have 
walked as a way to show sorrow 
for their sins. Others as a way to 
grow closer to God. Still others 
simply as an extended social event 
or adventure to experience.

These same reasons continue 
to inspire the thousands of men 
and women who walk the Camino 
every year as its popularity among 
pilgrims is renewed and expanded.

Among them this summer 
were Archbishop Paul S. Coak-
ley of Oklahoma City and Bishop 
James S. Wall of Gallup, N.M., 
who walked 212 miles Aug. 10-23 
along the oldest of the pilgrimage 
routes, the Camino Primitivo.

It was their third time walking to 
Santiago de Compostela together, 
having done it also in 2012 and 
2013.

Encounters on the way
“Doing the Camino is a very 

earthy experience,” said Arch-
bishop Coakley in an interview 
with Our Sunday Visitor. “You 
should see my feet right now — 
the blisters and bruises. It roots 
you in concrete real-
ity. And that concrete 
reality, at least for 
me, is that I’m walk-
ing in the path of 
saints and sinners.”

That great mix of 
people is something 
that Archbishop 
Coakley called “the 
river of humanity.”

“You meet peo-
ple from every walk 
of life, saints and 
sinners, believers 
and cynics, always 
kind of interacting 
with one another,” he 
said. “It’s really a mi-
crocosm of humanity 
and of the human experience.”

As they walked each day, it was 
natural for these two bishops 
to turn their thoughts to Saint 
James, of whom they are succes-
sors as bishops.

When he, according to tradition, 
proclaimed the Gospel in Spain 
some 2,000 years ago, there were 

Archbishop Coakley 
and Bishop James Wall of 
Gallup, N.M., at Santiago de 
Compostela in August. Photo 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City archives

By Sean Gallagher, 
Our Sunday Visitor

no Christians there.
The increasingly secular-

ized Spain that these two 
bishops encountered, they 
said, is more like what Saint 
James experienced so long 
ago.

“I think it’s appropriate to 
the whole notion of the new 
evangelization that this an-
cient way is being renewed 
in a land, Spain and Europe 
in general, that was once 
very Christian and is now 
very secular,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “Our times, 
especially in Europe, are not 
so very different from the 
apostolic times.

“We cannot presume that 
the fi rst evangelization that 
took place nearly 2,000 
years ago in Europe doesn’t need 
to be renewed. It does need to be 
renewed.”

“There are many people who 
walk along the Camino as if God 
does not exist,” Bishop Wall said. 
“We had some really great oppor-
tunities to speak with people and 

to share the Good 
News with them.”

Bishop Wall re-
called, “We met a per-
son on the last day 
who was 100 per-
cent non-churched. 
Everything was new 
to her. We sat down 
to a meal with her 
and had the opportu-
nity to listen to what 
she was looking for 
and also to witness 
to our faith. I think 
we planted some 
good seeds in her 
life, and I’m hoping 
that they’ll come to 
fruition.”

Feeling connection
Bishop Wall was especially in-

spired in his pilgrimage by Saint 
James since he is his patron saint.

“Each step really is a conscious 
choice to walk in those same foot-
steps that Saint James walked in,” 
he said. 

“And each step is a conscious 

choice to choose Christ to reign 
supreme in your life as Saint 
James did.”

As they took those steps, the 
bishops took in with the eyes of 
faith the beauty of the landscape 
that surrounded them.

“I was repeatedly astonished by 
the natural beauty of the places 
that we passed through,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. “I got a lot 
of refreshment in that. It was just 
the experience of being immersed 
in creation, allowing the Lord to 
minister to me, in a certain sense, 
through the work of his hands in 
such a pure way.”

He shared many of these expe-
riences with people around the 
world by posting photos and short 
messages on Facebook.

“It was an opportunity to share 
a few things, some of the sights, 
some of the experiences of the 
Camino that I knew others would 
be interested in or inspired by,” he 
said. “It was a small way of per-
haps sharing my own faith journey 
with others.”

When he started on the pilgrim-
age this year, Archbishop Coakley 
at fi rst appreciated the break from 
the daily routine and challenges of 
leading his archdiocese.

“I would start walking and I 
would think, ‘What a blessing this 
is,’” he said. “I’d lift up my heart in 
prayer and gratitude to the Lord. 
All I have to do today is walk. No 
meetings. No appointments. No 
challenges except one foot in front 
of the next.”

About a week later his body led 
him to a different perspective.

“We’d start the day’s walk early 
in the morning before sunrise 
and I’d say, ‘Oh my goodness. All 
I have to do today is walk,’” Arch-
bishop Coakley said. “My feet were 
swelling. I had blisters. It was 
becoming a burden.”

The eternal destination
The daily highs and lows 

of walking along the Cam-
ino culminate in the arrival 
in Santiago de Compostela, 
which both bishops said 
was emblematic of being 
welcomed into heaven.

“You’ve invested so much,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. 
“You’ve been looking forward 
to it for so many days. And 
to fi nally arrive is a great 
source of joy and reason to 
celebrate. It’s wonderful to 
linger in the plaza in front 
of the cathedral and to see 
pilgrims arriving and their 
expressions of joy, relief and 
celebration.”

“We talk about our earthly 
pilgrimage, which we ulti-
mately desire that it ends 
in the new and eternal 
Jerusalem in heaven where 
there will be perfect joy,” 
Bishop Wall said. “Walking 
the Camino and arriving 

at our goal gave us a foretaste of 
the perfect joy that we’ll receive in 
heaven.”

Returning to their dioceses after 
walking along the Camino, the 
bishops say the pilgrimage will 
have an effect on the way they lead 
the people under their care.

“It certainly has shaped me and 
affi rmed and confi rmed elements 
of my own faith and spirituality,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. “I think 
it has a way of grounding me. I 
hope that is something that I’m 
able to express and transmit to 
others.”

Having walked along the Camino 
three times now, Bishop Wall en-
courages others to consider doing 
it and thinks he’ll do it again in 
the future — but not for a while.

“Right now, if you were to ask 
my feet, they’d say, ‘No,’” Bishop 
Wall said with a laugh.

Sean Gallagher writes for Our 
Sunday Visitor from Indiana.

Saint Ann Retirement Center 
is hosting a 

FALL CRAFT FAIR 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2016 

7501 W. Britton Road 
10:00AM—2:00PM 

Over 30 Vendors Invited 
for Holiday Shopping. 

Entertainment, Snacks, Drinks 
Don’t miss this event! 

721-0747 
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Sister Constance Veit

The Culture of Life begins in our hearts and our hands
Each October we observe Re-

spect Life Month in dioceses 
throughout the United States. 
Although ending abortion remains 
a priority of the utmost impor-
tance, threats to the disabled and 
those at the end 
of life deserve our 
attention as well. 
The legalization of 
medically assisted 
suicide in Canada 
in June should 
serve as a wake-up 
call compelling us 
to reach out in sol-
idarity to our most 
vulnerable brothers 
and sisters.

Like abortion, the 
operative words in 
the campaign for 
physician assisted 
suicide are “personal choice,” 
“autonomy” and “control.” Com-
passion and Choices, the leading 
pro-assisted suicide organiza-
tion in our country, cites a 2015 
Gallup survey claiming that seven 
in ten Americans believe that doc-
tors should be able to help termi-
nally ill individuals end their lives 
“on their own terms … by some 
painless means.” The organiza-
tion’s website talks about ensuring 
that “you get what you want – and 
avoid enduring anything you don’t” 

in relation to end-of-life care. 
These sentiments strike me as 

particularly sad. I believe that 
they are based on two troubling 
attitudes in society: a loss of the 
sense of God – which leads to the 

mistaken idea that 
we are the masters 
of our own lives – 
and a corrupt idea 
of compassion. 

Our culture has 
taken this beautiful 
word – compas-
sion – and turned it 
upside down. Com-
passion literally 
means “to suffer 
with.” Compassion 
happens when you 
are confronted with 
another’s suffering 
and feel motivated 

to relieve it. It is not pity; nor does 
it entail ending suffering by elimi-
nating the person who suffers.

In a speech to Latin American 
Medical Associations this past 
summer, Pope Francis discussed 
the profound meaning of this vir-
tue. 

“True compassion is undertaking 
to bear the burden. … This would 
mean the triumph over selfi sh-
ness, of that ‘throw-away culture’ 
that rejects and scorns people 
who do not fulfi ll certain criteria of 

Continuing education course for 
attorneys, accountants, fi nancial planners 

and trust offi cers. 

Cost is $50 in advance; $75 at the door.

Contact the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma
(405) 721-4115 or jbohan@archokc.org

Register online at www.cfook.org.  

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma is presenting a contin-
uing education program this fall 
entitled Estate Planning 2016. The 
program will be Thursday, Oct. 27, 
from 8 a.m. to Noon at the Cath-

olic Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
west Expressway.   

The presenting sponsor for the 
course is The Private Bank at 
Bank of Oklahoma. 

The presenter is Charles D. 
“Skip” Fox IV, who is a partner 
in the Charlottesville, Va., offi ce 
of the law fi rm of McGuireWoods 
LLP, and chairman of its tax and 
employee benefi ts department. 

Fox concentrates his practice 
in estate planning, estate admin-
istration, trust law, charitable 
organizations and family busi-
ness succession. He teaches at 
the American Bankers Associa-

Catholic Foundation offers continuing education course
tion National Trust School and 
National Graduate Trust School 
where he has been on the faculty 
for more than 25 years. Fox is an 
adjunct professor at the Univer-
sity of Virginia School of Law. In 

2008, Fox was elected to the 
NAEPC Estate Planning Hall 
of Fame. He also is chairman 
emeritus of the Duke Univer-
sity Estate Planning Council. 

 
Seminar Topic 1: “Recent 

Developments in Federal Tax, 
Estate and Gifting Laws” in-
cludes a discussion on leg-
islation, decisions or rulings 
over the past 18 months in 
the areas of legislative propos-
als and IRS guidance, marital 
planning, gifts, estate inclu-

sion, valuation, generation-skip-
ping transfer tax and fi duciary 
income tax issues. 

 
Seminar Topic 2: “The New 

Paradigm in Trusts and Estates 
Valuation/Asset Valuation” is 
a critically important aspect of 
estate planning. Only after the 
estate planner knows the value 
of a client's assets can he or she 
determine whether and to what 
extent the client will be subject 
to estate tax. The basic principles 
used in the valuation process cre-
ate unique transfer tax planning 
opportunities. This will include a 

health, beauty and usefulness. … 
Compassion, this suffering-with, 
is the appropriate response to the 
immense value of the sick person, 
a response made out of respect, 
understanding and tenderness, 
because the sacred value of the life 
of the sick does not disappear nor 
is it ever darkened, but rather it 
shines brighter precisely in their 
suffering and vulnerability.”

He continued, “Fragility, pain 
and illness are a diffi cult trial for 
everyone, even for the medical 
staff, they are an appeal for pa-
tience, for suffering-with; therefore 
we cannot give in to the function-
alist temptation to apply quick and 
drastic solutions, stirred by false 
compassion or by simple criteria 
of effi ciency and economic saving. 
The dignity of human life is at 
stake; the dignity of the medical 
vocation is at stake.”

Pope Francis summed up his 
message to health professionals by 
quoting the counsel of Saint Cam-
illus de Lellis, the patron of nurses 
and the sick: “Put more heart in 
those hands!” 

This is excellent advice for all of 
us. If we wish to see a society that 
appreciates the inviolable dignity 
of human life and knows how 
to practice true compassion, we 
could have no better prayer than 
to ask God to “put more heart in 

our hands.” 
With more heart in our hands, 

may we reach out to offer practical 
help to women in diffi cult pregnan-
cies and young families in need. 
May we show mercy by feeding the 
hungry and helping the homeless 
fi nd dignifi ed housing. 

With real compassion, may we 
offer words of encouragement to 
the doubtful, speak the truth in a 
loving way to the ignorant and offer 
a shoulder to cry on to someone 
grieving the loss of a loved one. 

With more heart in our hands, 
may we bring a home-cooked meal 
to a shut-in, take a long walk with 
a grandfather suffering from Alz-
heimer’s or offer an elderly neigh-
bor a ride to church.

Finally, with more heart in our 
hands, may we have the compas-
sion and courage to stand with a 
dying loved one to the very end, 
embracing them in a way that lets 
them know they are still worthy of 
our attention and care, and that 
they are awaited by a God who 
loves them even more than they 
can imagine.

This October, may we realize 
that after all is said and done, the 
Culture of Life begins in our hearts 
and our hands!

Sister Constance Veit is director 
of communications for the Little 
Sisters of the Poor.

discussion of the proposed regula-
tions under Section 2704.

 
Seminar Topic 3: “Tales from 

the Crypt: A Review of Past Mis-
takes by Lawyers, Accountants, 
Trust Professionals and Other Es-
tate Planning Professionals” with 
case examples of issues in areas of 
marital deductions, gifting, estate 
inclusions, asset valuations, asset 
protection planning, business 
trusts, life insurance planning and 
GST exemption.

 
Seminar Topic 4: “Ethical Is-

sues in Representing a Fiduciary 

or Acting as a Fiduciary” – the role 
of a lawyer, accountant, fi nancial 
planner or trust offi cer advising 
executors and trustees, or serving 
as executors and trustees, seems 
to sit at the heart of some of the 
most fulfi lling aspects of client 
relationships. This discussion will 
examine ethical challenges.

 
This course is approved by 

the Mandatory Continuing Legal 
Education Commission of Okla-
homa for a maximum of four credit 
hours, of which one hour is credit 
covering ethics.
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Continued from Page 1

Hundreds gather in OKC to pray for life, mercy

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

Many churches in the United 
States celebrate the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi on Oct. 4 each 
year. The feast commemorates the 
life of St. Francis, who was born in 
the 12th century and is the Catho-
lic Church's patron saint of ani-
mals and the environment. It is a 
popular day for pets to be blessed. 

Photos provided. 

or forced labor under Albania’s mili-
tant atheistic regime.

Ordained in 1956, he was arrested 
on Christmas Eve 1963 while cel-
ebrating Mass and was sentenced 
to death by fi ring squad. He was 
beaten, placed for three months 
in solitary confi nement, and then 
tortured because he refused to de-
nounce the Church.

He was eventually freed, but later 
arrested again and sent to a prison 
camp, where he was forced to work 
in a mine for 18 years, and then 10 
more years in sewage canals.

In creating 13 cardinal-electors 
– those under the age of 80 – Pope 
Francis will exceed by one the 120 
cardinal-elector limit set by Blessed 
Paul VI. The number of potential 
electors will return to 120 Nov. 28 
when Cardinal Theodore-Adrien Sarr 
of Dakar, Senegal, celebrates his 
80th birthday.

The youngest of the new cardinals 
– who will be the youngest mem-
ber of the College of Cardinals – is 
49-year-old Archbishop Dieudonne 
Nzapalainga of Bangui, Central Afri-
can Republic. 

When violence broke out in his 
country, the archbishop along with 
a Protestant leader and a local imam 
began working together to build 

17 new cardinals, including three from U.S.

peace and counter efforts to turn the 
confl ict into a religious war. Arch-
bishop Nzapalainga hosted Pope 
Francis during a visit to Central Afri-
can Republic in November 2015.

Seven of the 11 nations repre-
sented by the new cardinals did not 
have a cardinal 
at the time of the 
pope’s announce-
ment: Central 
African Republic, 
Bangladesh, Mau-
ritius and Papua 
New Guinea will 
now have cardi-
nal-electors. Ma-
layasia, Lesotho 
and Albania will 
be represented in 
the College of Car-
dinals, although 
their cardinals will be too old to vote 
in a conclave.

Here is the list of new cardinals 
in the order in which Pope Francis 
announced them:
n Archbishop Zenari, an Italian who 
is 70 years old;
n Dieudonne Nzapalainga of Bangui, 
Central African Republic, 49;
n Archbishop Carlos Osoro Sierra of 
Madrid, 71;
n Archbishop Sergio da Rocha of 

Continued from Page 1

Brasilia, Brazil, who will be 57 Oct. 
21;
n Archbishop Cupich, 67;
n Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario of 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, 73;
n Archbishop Baltazar Porras Car-
dozo of Merida, Venezuela, who 

turns 72 Oct. 10;
n Archbishop 
Jozef De Kesel of 
Malines-Brussels, 
Belgium, 69;
n Archbishop 
Maurice Piat of 
Port-Louis, Mau-
ritius, 75;
n Bishop Farrell, 
69;
n Archbishop 
Carlos Aguiar 
Retes of Tlalnep-
antla, Mexico, 66;

n  Archbishop John Ribat of Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea, 59;
n Archbishop Tobin, 64;
n Retired Archbishop Anthony Soter 
Fernandez of Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, 84;
n Retired Archbishop Renato Corti of 
Novara, Italy, 80;
n Retired Bishop Sebastian Koto 
Khoarai of Mohale’s Hoek, Lesotho, 
87;
n Father Simoni, 87.

Clockwise from above: Deacon 
Lloyd Menz blesses animals at 
St. Joseph in Union City; The 
Damon family brought their dog 
to the blessing at St. Philip Neri 
in Midwest City; Father Robert 
Wood blesses pets at St. Mark in 
Norman; Pet owners gather for 
pet blessings at Christ the King in 
Oklahoma City; Father Stephen 

Hamilton, pastor of 
St. Monica in Ed-
mond, blesses pets 
at PetsMart.

Hoye carries a sign at each facility that reads “God 
loves you + your baby. Let us help you.”

“The three most asked questions are ‘Is it true God 
loves me?’ ‘Does God really love my baby?’ and ‘Will you 
help me?,’” Hoye said. “I say, ‘Oh, yes, right now God 
loves you and your baby.’ And, I help them.” 

Archbishop Coakley ended the vigil with a prayer.
“God our Creator, we give thanks to you, who 

alone has the power to impart the breath of life as 
you form each of us in our mother’s womb; grant, 
we pray, that we, whom you made stewards of 

creation, may remain faithful to this sacred trust and 
constant in safeguarding the dignity of every human 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. Amen” 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.
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Catapult Learning teacher
Provides contracted instructional 

services for Sacred Heart and St. 
Charles schools in OKC with the 
necessary educational expertise 
in reading, mathematics, writ-
ing and related areas; diagnoses 
learning skill deficits and delivers 
prescribed instructional delivery 
methods as determined by the 
company; consults with school 
personnel to coordinate efforts 
in providing services to students; 

Jobs Box
communicates and conferences 
with parents providing information 
on student progress. Apply online 
at www.catapultlearning.com and 
click on Careers. Apply to job No. 
2016-4090.

Managing editor – Sooner Catho-
lic newspaper

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a managing edi-
tor for its newspaper, the Sooner 
Catholic. The full-time position 
is responsible for management of 

freelance writers, bul-
letin communication, 
e-newsletters, issue 
design and layout, and 
invoicing. Bachelor’s de-
gree required; experience 
with InDesign, Adobe 
Suite and layout pre-
ferred. Bilingual a plus. 
Send resume to Nancy 
Largent at nlargent@ar-
chokc.org. Applications 
available at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, 
OKC.

BMCHS cafeteria staff
Bishop McGuinness 

Catholic High School 
is seeking a part-time 
worker for the cafeteria. 
Contact Laura Scott at 
LScott@bmchs.org, (405) 
842-6656.

To see more job openings, go 
online to www.soonercatholic.org.

Health care director
St. Gregory’s Abbey is seeking 

full-time director of abbey health 
care. LPN required; RN pre-
ferred. Candidates should have 
experience managing staff mem-
bers in variety of health care set-
tings. Submit letters and resume 
to Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 
W. MacArthur, Shawnee 74804 or 
AbbotLawrence@stgregorys.edu.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need 

of volunteers who will adminis-
ter pregnancy tests, mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428. 

SGU admissions office 
coordinator

The office coordinator oversees 
the daily organizational tasks 
of the admissions office and su-
pervises student workers in the 
admissions office. Apply online at 
www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/em-
ployment.

Admissions counselor – Shawnee 
The position handles recruiting 

and admissions responsibilities to 
successfully meet the needs of po-
tential students to St. Gregory’s Uni-
versity. Apply online at www.stgrego-
rys.edu/about-us/employment.

Principal – Cristo Rey OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City is a 

Sooner Catholic

Catholic High School that educates 
young people of limited economic 
means and all faiths to become 
men and women of faith, purpose 
and service. Candidates must have 
at least three years of experience 
supervising and evaluating faculty 
and staff; demonstrated com-
mitment to Catholic, faith-based 
education; and a master’s degree. 
Fluency in Spanish preferred. 
Application information at www.
archokc.org/jobs-box. 

Director of development
The director of development at 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Newman Center in Stillwater is to 
educate, inspire and inform par-
ents, alumni, faculty, staff and 
members of the community about 
the mission of the Newman Cen-
ter. The ideal candidate should 
be a practicing and faithful Cath-
olic in good standing with the 
Church. The candidate should 
have experience in campus minis-
try as a student or three years of 
demonstrated success in develop-
ment. Additionally, the candidate 
must have knowledge of the princi-
ples of fundraising or an eager 
motivation to learn. Submit appli-
cation to CatholicPokesDevDir@
gmail.com no later than Oct. 15. 

Amidst all the Olympics coverage 
I watched, I was most taken by the 
women’s basketball team. Their 
passion was mesmerizing and 
their tenacity in stepping up to all 
manner of challenges made me 
proud. In particular, I could not 
get over how repeatedly they were 
described as “unselfish.” 

Each individual player is a 
legend in her own 
right, having led their 
respective college and 
WNBA teams to nota-
ble victories. Yet, they 
played for the good of 
the whole, sacrificing 
the chance of indi-
vidual glory to make 
sure that the team 
had the best chance. 
This made me pause.

I also was struck 
by the friendship and 
camaraderie between 
Simone Biles and Aly 
Raisman, both legit-
imately recognized 
as the uncontested 
top gymnasts in the 
world. Aly would be No. 1 in the 
world without Simone, and Simone 
could watch over her shoulders for 
Aly’s attempts to topple her from 
the perch at the top. Yet, there was 
no jealousy, just sparkling joy for 
each other, two competitors who 
shared a room when you knew 
the emotions of highs and lows, of 
vulnerabilities and jitters, would 
leave little space to accommodate 

Who do we play for?

others of the impending racks. The 
fact that they were competing for 
the same job did not hold them 
back.

Yes, we live in a competitive 
world and many of us have an-
guished over how we will find our 
place amidst ratings and rankings 
that can sideline many. Yet, how 
we seek our place and fulfillment, 
how we define success and how 
we honor others remains a choice 
that we make and a message we 
deliver to our children. 

What should be the significance 
of trophies, press clippings, “likes” 
and “followers” on social media, 
position, pay? How much of this is 
about our fear? Our pride?

And, if we cannot find a place for 
the other, how do we get to John 
3:30: “He must increase, I must 
decrease?”

Dr. Carolyn Y. Woo is the pres-
ident & CEO of Catholic Relief 
Services, the official overseas 
humanitarian agency of the Cath-
olic community in the United 
States. This article is part of her on-
going monthly column, “Our Global 
Family,” written for Catholic News 
Service. 

“celebrities” and “marquee play-
ers,” the spotlight casts a tight 
circumference that has room for 
only one. The legitimate goals of 
learning and working hard can be 
hardened into a pressure-filled, 
corrosive and suffocating elevation 
of the self.

What a marvelous example we 
see in the balance that enables 

the U.S. gymnasts 
to compete against 
each other on their 
individual routines 
or the WNBA players 
to battle against each 
other in their confer-
ence games, and then 
collaborate whole-
heartedly to compete 
for each other when 
called to do so. Re-
flecting more about 
this, I recall my own 
experiences of these 
dual dynamics as I 
had benefitted from 
mentors and peers 
who worked hard for 
their own successes, 

but took me along too. 
My major professor helped me 

master the art and craft of pub-
lishing and thus enabled me to vie 
for scarce journal space. Col-
leagues nominated me for opportu-
nities when they themselves would 
have enjoyed these. I have seen 
students share interview questions 
with each other when one who had 
gone through the torture alerted 

anyone else who was not authen-
tically and totally devoted to and 
loved the other.

In societies like the United 
States that place a premium on in-
dividual performance, we are con-
stantly reminded, urged, incented 
to do our personal best: earn the 
best grades, more playing time, a 
new record, greater prestige, etc. 

The brass ring in the form of ad-
mission to elite schools and teams, 
scholarships, class ranks, salaries 
and promotions accrues to individ-
uals, not teams. 

When exacerbated by the calcu-
lus of “winner takes all,” “zero sum 
game” and “win-loss” statistics, 
it is no longer achievement that 
matters, but winning. In cultures 
that make and worship “stars,” 

Dr. Carolyn 
Y. Woo

President and 
Chief Executive, 
Catholic relief 

Services
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The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma recently hosted the 
2016 Archbishop’s Dinner to 
benefit seminarian education in 
the archdiocese. 

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley was 
the honorary host for the event, 
held at the Phillips Pavilion 
at the Oklahoma Governor’s 
Mansion. More 
than 100 peo-
ple attended. 
The highlight 
of the evening 
were remarks 
by Archbishop 
Coakley and 
Deacon Kelly 
Edwards, who 
will be or-
dained to the 
priesthood in 
June.

Flowers on the tables were 
created with the help of the resi-
dents of the Center of Family 
Love.  Saint Meinrad’s, Concep-
tion, Saint John Vianny, Mount 
Saint Mary and the Pontifical 
North American College were a 
few of the seminaries who were 
sponsored.

Archbishop’s dinner benefits 
seminarian education

Diane Floyd named superintendent 
of Catholic schools 

Diane Floyd has been named 
superintendent of schools for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. She 
succeeds Cris Carter, who now 
works for Fordham University in 
New York. 

For the past four 
years, Floyd has 
been the archdi-
ocese’s associate 
superintendent of 
schools, overseeing 
new teacher and 
principal forma-
tion, curriculum, 
instruction, federal 
programs and grade 
school athletics. 

 An educator for 
20 years, Floyd has 
spent the past 15 
years in Catholic education. Be-
fore becoming principal at Holy 
Trinity Catholic School, and then 
principal of Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic School, she was a special 
education teacher in Moore Public 
Schools. 

 She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in special education and master’s 
degree in administration both from 
the University of Central Okla-
homa. She is a doctoral student 
in the Catholic School Leadership 
Ed.D. cohort with Saint Louis 
University. Her husband, Jayson, 
also is an educator. Their daugh-
ter, Hannah Clare, is a junior at 
Mount Saint Mary High School, 
and son, Jameson, is a fourth 
grader at Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic School. 

 “I am honored and excited to be 
here and move into this position. 
I am a cradle Catholic, and have 
been in this system longer than I 
was a public school teacher. My 
children are coming up through 
Catholic schools and it has truly 
blessed my life in more ways than 
I could have ever anticipated,” 
Floyd said. 

 She believes there are chal-
lenges, including the one constant 
– “the future viabilities of our 

By Judy Hilovsky,

schools and making sure we don’t 
become an elitist system. We must 
not out price our families who are 
committed to being in our schools. 
Another is continuing to boost our 

Catholic identity; we 
must always make 
sure we focus on our 
mission, which is the 
driving force of our 
schools. I think there 
is an assumption 
Catholic schools are 
academically excel-
lent, but we need to 
speak to and show 
parents how their 
children are grow-
ing,” Floyd said.

 Floyd said the 
archdiocese recently 

completed an 18-month compre-
hensive planning study, the first of 
its kind.

“One of my first goals is to pub-
lish the plan so our constituen-
cies, our families and our donors 
can see the vision and goal that 
will help guide the direction of our 
schools.” 

 Additionally, she hopes to 
increase the schools’ capacity 
to serve students with different 
learning needs by equipping teach-
ers so they feel more comfortable 
serving these students. Another 
goal is a succession plans for 
school leadership. 

“Currently, more than half of our 
principals are new to our schools, 
and some are even new to Cath-
olic education. I want to tap into 
the capacity that we have inside 
our buildings, designating teacher 
leaders, cultivating their skills and 
designing a true succession plan,” 
she said.

 “I’m excited about the opportu-
nities that lie ahead of all of our 
schools, so the fact that I get to 
be a part of that is a really cool 
thing.”

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

Over the span of 35 years, 
George Rigazzi has held a multi-
tude of positions in the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City, includ-
ing religious education director, 
teacher, principal and tribunal 
judge. After spending the past 16 
years as the director of the Office 
of Family Life for the archdiocese, 
Rigazzi has made yet another 
move. He will be serving as the 
new full-time archdiocesan archi-
vist.

 Rigazzi began his career in 1981 
and spent two years as a Church 
history teacher at Bishop Mc-
Guinness Catholic High School, 
followed by two years serving as 

the religious education director 
at Epiphany of the Lord Catholic 
Church. 

From 1985 to 1990, he served at 
Saint James – first as the principal 
of the school, then as RE director 
for the parish. Rigazzi returned to 
McGuinness and spent four years 
teaching Church history, biblical 
studies, sacraments and liturgy. 
In addition, he served as coach of 
the junior varsity and freshman 
baseball teams.

 In 1996, his career path took 
him to the Chancellery, where he 
served as tribunal judge for four 
years, deciding matrimonial cases. 
For the past 16 years, Rigazzi has 

served as director in the arch-
diocesan Office of Family Life, 
providing marriage prep for the 
archdiocese as well as marriage 
enrichment, elderly outreach, nat-
ural family planning 
and bereavement. He 
also has been the 
director of the arch-
diocese’s Heritage 
Gallery, a small mu-
seum at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center.

 In his new role, 
Rigazzi will be work-
ing directly with 
Chancellor Tish 
Eason, digitizing 
articles, letters, 
records and issues of 
the Sooner Catholic 
newspaper prior to 2007.

“I always have been fascinated 
by the rich and colorful history of 
our archdiocese,” Rigazzi said. His 
main focus right now will be on 
consolidating and organizing infor-
mation from four different places 
into one location. “This is going to 
be a challenge – and I like chal-
lenges! I’m ready for this.” 

 While some of the documents 
being archived will only be avail-
able to historians, newspaper arti-
cles will be available to the public. 
Sacramental records are being 
digitized as well.

Having more information avail-
able in a digital format means that 
historians will no longer have to 
come to the pastoral center to find 

the information they need.
“We do have historians visit us 

frequently to do research – more 
often than you think,” Rigazzi 
said. “It will be nice to have every-

thing readily avail-
able and all in one 
place. Then, the next 
task will be to main-
tain what we have 
established.”

 Rigazzi added that 
contributions to the 
archives are always 
welcomed.

“If somebody has 
something they 
would like to con-
tribute, they can call 
and let us know. We 
would be happy to 

take a look at what they have,” he 
said.

 After serving in so many dif-
ferent capacities throughout the 
archdiocese, Rigazzi is particularly 
excited about this new position.

“What excites me the most is 
having the ability to have years of 
history at our fingertips! After digi-
tizing, we don’t have to go through 
boxes and boxes to find it,” he ex-
plained. “This is something we can 
all be excited about as a diocese.”

 In addition to his new position 
as archivist, Rigazzi will continue 
to serve in the tribunal as a de-
fender of the bond for the archdi-
ocese.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

George Rigazzi named new archdiocesan archivist
New archive at the Catholic Pastoral Center to house historical documents

By Sally Linhart,

Diane Floyd

George Rigazzi

Photos Theresa Bragg
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Pregunta Estatal 790: Ayudar a los “más 
pequeños” mientras se sana el pasado

En toda la confusión que rodea la elección 
presidencial, muchas personas pasan por alto 
el hecho de que hay una serie de otros temas 
electorales muy importantes que también 
aparecerán en la papeleta electoral de noviem-
bre. Estos pueden tener efectos profundos en 
la vida de muchos habitantes de Oklahoma, 
especialmente los más necesitados. Uno de 
estos temas importantes es la propuesta de ley 
en Oklahoma llamada “Pregunta Estatal 790.”

Si la Pregunta Estatal 790 es aprobada, 
Oklahoma eliminaría una gran amenaza actual 
para las organizaciones reli-
giosas - incluidas las agencias 
de servicios sociales católi-
cos - que sirven a los pobres, 
refugiados, discapacitados, 
desamparados, hambrien-
tos, y muchas otras personas 
necesitadas en nuestro estado.

La amenaza proviene de una 
parte de la Constitución de 
Oklahoma llamado el Artículo 
II, Sección 5. La Pregunta 
Estatal 790 le pregunta a los 
ciudadanos de Oklahoma si 
quieren derogar la Sección 
5. A primera vista, la sección 
5 prohíbe que el dinero del 
estado vaya a organizaciones 
religiosas, incluso cuando esas organizaciones 
tienen contratos con el estado, no utilizan 
los fondos para el proselitismo, y, sobre todo, 
sirven a todos los que llegan a través de sus 
puertas.

Durante muchos años Oklahoma vio pocos 
intentos de utilizar la Sección 5 en contra de 
los católicos y otros proveedores de servicios 
sociales religiosos. Por desgracia, en los últi-
mos años la sección 5 se ha utilizado como una 

“arma” por grupos que quieren evitar que orga-
nizaciones religiosas presten servicios sociales, 
por el solo hecho de ser religiosos.

Por desgracia, estos grupos incluso han 
traído una serie de demandas legales en contra 
de los niños con discapacidad y sus familias 
que trataban de acceder a un programa de 
becas de discapacidad de Oklahoma que les 
ayudaría a asistir a una escuela que puede 
proporcionar los tratamientos especializados 
que estos niños necesitan para prosperar a 
pesar de sus discapacidades.

Estos niños y sus padres 
tuvieron que soportar tres de-
mandas y dos viajes a la Corte 
Suprema de Oklahoma antes 
de recibir cualquier alivio de la 
amenaza de la Sección 5. Este 
tipo de incertidumbre y de-
mora es duro para las familias.

En otros estados, grupos de 
activistas han traído deman-
das legales en contra de los 
programas de reinserción cris-
tiana diseñados para ayudar 
a los presos liberados recien-
temente a superar los proble-
mas de abuso de sustancias, y 
en contra de un programa de 
cuidado infantil cristiano que 

procuraba participar en un programa esta-
tal para mejorar la seguridad en los parques 
infantiles.

La Sección 5 ha creado barreras artificiales y 
completamente innecesarias para la prestación 
de ayuda a los más necesitados entre nosotros, 
incluidos los niños con discapacidades. Lo 
peor es que si la Sección 5 se aplica siempre 
de manera estricta, la forma en que algunos 
grupos antirreligiosos han pedido que sea, 

sería devastador para 
hospitales católicos 
y de otras religiones, 
agencias de servi-
cios sociales como 
Caridades Católicas, 
albergues para desa-
mparados y personas 
sin hogar, centros de 
reinserción de excar-
celados, programas de 
abuso de sustancias, 
y similares.

Todos estos minis-
terios sirven a cada 
persona necesitada, 
sin importar sus 
creencias o su situ-
ación personal. Y, si 
la Sección 5 se de-
roga o no, todos estos 
ministerios todavía 

tiene que seguir 
cumpliendo con 
las normas de 
la Constitución 
Federal sobre la 
separación Igle-
sia-Estado.

En mi opinión, 
la aplicación de la Sección 5 de esta manera 
sería devastador para la misión de la Iglesia en 
Oklahoma. Me viene a la memoria el pasaje del 
Evangelio de San Mateo, donde Jesús cuenta 
una parábola que va al corazón:

Entonces el Rey dirá a los que están a 
su derecha: «Vengan, benditos de mi Pa-
dre, y tomen posesión del reino que ha sido 
preparado para ustedes desde el principio del 
mundo. Porque tuve hambre y ustedes me 
dieron de comer; tuve sed y ustedes me dieron 
de beber. Fui forastero y ustedes me recibieron 
en su casa. Anduve sin ropas y me vistieron. 
Estuve enfermo y fueron a visitarme. Estuve en 
la cárcel y me fueron a ver.

Entonces los justos dirán: «Señor, ¿cuándo 
te vimos hambriento y te dimos de comer, o 
sediento y te dimos de beber?  ¿Cuándo te 
vimos forastero y te recibimos, o sin ropa y te 
vestimos?  ¿Cuándo te vimos enfermo o en la 
cárcel y fuimos a verte? El Rey responderá: «En 
verdad les digo que, cuando lo hicieron con 
alguno de los más pequeños de estos mis her-
manos, me lo hicieron a mí.»

La Iglesia Católica tiene una misión especial 
para ayudar a todos los pobres y necesitados, ya 
que son miembros de la familia de Dios - nues-
tros hermanos y hermanas. Esto no es sólo una 
buena cosa que hacer, sino un deber. Servimos 
a los demás, no porque ellos son católicos, sino 
¡porque nosotros somos católicos!

 Por último, hay otra razón por la que la 
derogación de la Sección 5 es relevante para 
los católicos - al derogar la Sección 5 se podría 
corregir un importante mal histórico. Muchas 
personas no saben que la Sección 5 es una 
disposición que el Congreso nacional impuso 
como requisito sobre Oklahoma para que se 
incluya en la constitución estatal, una con-
dición para que Oklahoma pudiera convertirse 
en estado en 1907.

Es un “Enmienda Blaine,” uno de una serie 
de disposiciones constitucionales estatales que 
fueron diseñados para excluir a los católicos de 
proporcionar educación religiosa y de excluirlos 
de la vida pública en general. Derogar la Sec-
ción 5 eliminaría este punto negro en la histo-
ria de Oklahoma.

Por tanto, animo a todos los católicos y a 
todas las personas de buena voluntad para 
considerar este asunto con cuidado y a visi-
tar www.oklahomablaine.org que describe con 
detalle lo que está en juego con la Pregunta 
Estatal 790.
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“La Iglesia Católica tiene 
una misión especial para 
ayudar a todos los pobres 
y necesitados, ya que son 

miembros de la familia 
de Dios - nuestros 

hermanos y hermanas. 
Esto no es sólo una buena 

cosa que hacer, sino un 
deber. Servimos a los 

demás, no porque ellos 
son católicos, sino ¡porque 
nosotros somos católicos!”
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Arquidiócesis de Miami pide oraciones, se prepara para 
ayudar víctimas de huracán

MIAMI – Como el resto del sur de 
Florida, la Arquidiócesis de Miami 
estaba observando cuidadosa-
mente el curso del huracán Mat-
thew, tormenta de categoría 4 que 
comenzó a golpear a Haití y Cuba 
el 4 de octubre y se esperaba que 
impactara la zona de la costa del 
Atlántico de Florida tarde el 6 de 
octubre. 

Lo principal en las prepara-
ciones era la oración. El arzobispo 
Thomas G. Wenski de Miami le 
pidió a todas las parroquias del 
sur de Florida que en sus Misas 
diarias de los días subsiguientes 
incluyeran oraciones por los afec-
tados.

Unos 1.5 millones de floridanos 
ya estaban huyendo de su es-
tado para tomar refugio en otros 
lugares.

La arquidiócesis también se 
estaba preparando para proveer 
ayuda a las naciones caribeñas 
que Matthew azotó más fuerte-
mente, especialmente Haití, Cuba, 
Jamaica y las Bahamas.

Según el diácono Richard Tur-
cotte, principal oficial ejecutivo de 
Caridades Católicas, la arquidióce-
sis estableció comunicación con el 
representante en el Caribe de Ser-
vicios Católicos de Socorro (CRS), 
quien está estacionado en Hon-
duras y tiene la responsabilidad de 
Cuba, Jamaica y Haití.

“CRS ha puesto provisiones en 
la República Dominicana (carpas, 
sets de higiene y de cocina) que 

pueden ser movidos a Cuba o a 
Jamaica de ser necesario”, dijo el 
diácono Turcotte al Florida Catho-
lic, periódico de la Arquidiócesis de 
Miami.

Aunque la isla no recibió un 
impacto directo, Jamaica experi-
mentó inundación seria causada 
por las bandas externas de Mat-
thew. Haití, mientras tanto, sintió 
el pleno impacto de la tormenta.

Esta dejó el suroeste de Haití, la 
nación más pobre del Hemisferio 
Occidental, destrozada al arre-
meter contra la costa caribeña 
del país el 4 de octubre. Se dice 
que las ciudades de Les Cayes, 
en la costa suroeste, y Jeremie, 
en el noroeste, fueron impactadas 
particularmente fuerte por la tor-
menta más fuerte que ha azotado 
la región caribeña en una década.

Funcionarios haitianos dijeron 
al mediodía del 7 de octubre que 
por lo menos 842 personas habían 
muerto y que se esperaba más 
víctimas.

En Miami, padre Reginald Jean-
Mary, pastor de la misión Notre 
Dame d’Haiti en Little Haiti, ha es-
tado en comunicación con el carde-
nal Chibly Langlois de Haití, quien 
dirige la Diócesis de Les Cayes.

Después de impactar Haití y 
Cuba, la lenta tormenta continuó 
un curso en dirección norte para 
aporrear las Bahamas. Desde allí 
se dirigía hacia la costa de Florida.  

“Hemos hablado con el arzobispo 
(Patrick) Pinder de Nassau y rep-

resentantes de la Arquidiócesis de 
Kingston, indicándole a cada una 
que estamos en espera para ayu-
dar con la recuperación posterior a 
la tormenta”, añadió 
el diácono Turcotte.

Él dijo que 
Caridades Católicas 
también se había 
comunicado con un 
mayorista de provi-
siones alimentarias 
que podía poner 
en planchas arroz, 
frijoles y aceites de 
cocina y estar listo 
para entregarlos a 
un transportista de 
carga el 7 o el 8 de 
octubre para llevar-
los a las islas.

Respecto a Haití, 
la necesidad inmedi-
ata es de donaciones 
en efectivo para comprar agua y 
artículos alimentarios no pere-
cederos, así como para ayudar en 
la limpieza.

Toda la ayuda de la Arquidióce-
sis de Miami sería canalizada a 
través de organizaciones eclesiásti-
cas como Caritas Cuba; CRS, la 
agencia de los obispos estadou-
nidenses para socorro y desarrollo 
foráneo; y Amor en Acción, grupo 
misionero laico que trabaja con la 
diócesis hermana de Port-de-Paix 
en la región noroeste de Haití, la 
más pobre de esa nación.

Teresa González, directora ejecu-

Teresa González, direc-
tora ejecutiva de Amor 
en Acción, señaló que 
debido a que la Igle-
sia Católica ya está 

presente en todas las 
naciones afectadas, 
sus agencias ofrecen 

la manera mejor y 
más eficaz de proveer 
socorro.Eso es espe-
cialmente cierto en 

el noroeste de Haití, 
donde “no hay (organi-
zaciones no guberna-
mentales), solamente 

la iglesia”
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tiva de Amor en Acción, señaló que 
debido a que la Iglesia Católica 
ya está presente en todas las 
naciones afectadas, sus agencias 

ofrecen la manera 
mejor y más eficaz 
de proveer socorro.

Eso es especial-
mente cierto en el 
noroeste de Haití, 
donde “no hay 
(organizaciones no 
gubernamentales), 
solamente la iglesia”, 
dijo González.

Según Matthew 
se acercaba al sur 
de Florida, la ofi-
cina de edificios y 
propiedades de ar-
quidiócesis también 
le recordó a los pa-
stores y a los encar-
gados de las plantas 

parroquiales revisar sus planes de 
preparación para huracanes.

Las escuelas arquidiocesanas 
planeaban seguir las direcciones 
de las escuelas públicas de los 
condados Miami-Dade, Broward y 
Monroe sobre los cierres escolares.

La arquidiócesis también noti-
ficará a las estaciones radiales y 
televisivas locales sobre los ci-
erres escolares o sus esfuerzos de 
socorro.

  
Rodríguez-Soto es editora del 

Florida Catholic, periódico de la 
Arquidiócesis de Miami.

Por Ana Rodríguez-Soto,
Catholic News Service 

No olvides a los muertos
No te apartes de los que lloran, sufre con los que tienen pena. (Sir 7,34)

Por Pedro A. Moreno, O.P.,
Director, Oficina de Ministerio Hispano

En la reciente tragedia del Huracán Matthew 
el número de muertos en la nación de Haití 
sobrepasará los mil. Haití, uno de los países 
más pobres de América Latina y el caribe, se 
encuentra ante la triste y necesaria realidad 
de comenzar a enterrar a centenas y centenas 
muertos cada día en las próximas semanas.

Esta obra de misericordia 
tiene profundas raíces en las 
Sagradas Escrituras.

Hijo mío, derrama lágrimas 
por un muerto y entona la 
lamentación que expresará 
tu dolor. Luego, entierra su 
cuerpo como se debe, no 
descuides nada referente a 
su sepultura. Gime amarga-
mente, golpéate el pecho, haz 
el velorio como conviene por 
uno o dos días para marcar 
la separación, luego con-
suélate de tu tristeza. Porque 
la tristeza lleva a la muerte, y 
la pena interior consume las 
energías. 

Que la tristeza se acabe con los funerales: no 
puedes vivir siempre afligido. ¡No abandones tu 
corazón a la tristeza, échala y piensa en tu pro-
pio fin! No lo olvides: es sin vuelta. Tú te perju-
dicarías y no le harías ningún bien. Acuérdate 
de mí sentencia que un día podrás repetir: 
¡ayer fui yo, hoy serás tú! Desde el momento en 
que el muerto reposa, haz que también repose 

su recuerdo; consuélate desde el momento en 
que haya expirado. (Sir 38, 16 al 23)

Y también en Tobias 1, 16, la más probable 
fuente de la predicación de Jesús en Mateo 25, 
encontramos el enterrar a los muertos entre 
otras obras de caridad y misericordia:

En tiempo de Salmanasar, daba con frecuen-
cia limosnas a mis hermanos 
de raza: daba mi pan a los 
que tenían hambre y ropa a 
los que andaban desnudos. 
Cuando veía que los cadá-
veres de mis compatriotas 
eran lanzados por encima de 
las murallas de Nínive, yo 
los enterraba. También en-
terré a los que mandó matar 
Senaquerib.

El Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica nos exhorta a mos-
trar nuestro respeto por los 
muertos pues sus cuerpos 
una vez fueron mucho más 
que una mera realidad física 

cuando nos dice:
2300 Los cuerpos de los difuntos deben ser 

tratados con respeto y caridad en la fe y la 
esperanza de la resurrección. Enterrar a los 
muertos es una obra de misericordia corporal 
(cf Tb 1, 16-18), que honra a los hijos de Dios, 
templos del Espíritu Santo. 

Más tarde en esta misma sección del cateci-
smo se menciona también que la Iglesia per-

mite la incineración de cadáveres, cremación, 
cuando con ella no se cuestiona la fe en la 
resurrección del cuerpo. 

La muerte, fin de la vida biológica y sepa-
ración temporera del cuerpo de su alma, es 
un paso que a muchas personas le provoca un 
de miedo o incomodidad. Al mirar este mo-
mento con los ojos de la fe y a la luz del amor 
misericordioso de Dios y nuestro Cristo Resu-
citado sabemos que todos somos inmortales 
y viviremos para siempre. La vida eterna nos 
es asegurada, como viviremos en la eternidad 
depende de nuestra decisión en aceptar la vida 
y el amor de Cristo. 

La muerte física del cuerpo no es la muerte 
del alma y nosotros somos ambos, la persona 
humana es cuerpo y alma. La separación 
temporera del cuerpo físico del alma inmortal 
termina cuando, como Cristo, nosotros resu-
citemos con un cuerpo glorificado al fin de los 
tiempos. El entierro es la obra de consoladora 
misericordia donde comienza la esperanzada 
espera de la llegada de ese día glorioso de la 
vuelta de Cristo.

Después vi un cielo nuevo y una tierra 
nueva… Esta es la morada de Dios con los 
hombres; él habitará en medio de ellos… Ya no 
habrá muerte ni lamento, ni llanto ni pena… 
(Apoc 21, 1 y 4)

Unámonos en oración por todos los difuntos, 
en especial, los muertos por el huracán Mat-
thew.



Briefs
Archbishop Coakley to lead pil-
grimage to Mexico and Cuba in 
2017 

As an opportunity to celebrate 
the rich Catholic faith of two Latin 
American cultures, you are invited 
to join Archbishop Coakley and the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
on a trip to some of Mexico’s and 
Cuba’s religious and historical 
places important to the Catholic 
faith. The nine-day pilgrimage from 
Oct. 6 to Oct. 14, 2017, will visit 
Mexico City and Havana. Explore 
historic churches and shrines to 
gain an appreciation for the artistic 
expression of faith and the unique 
traditions that developed in the 
16th and 17th centuries. Learn 
how the apparition of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe shaped the religious 
practices of Mexico and drew on 
both Spanish religious heritage and 
local indigenous piety. Then, travel 
to Havana where the greatest con-
centration of colonial architecture 
and historic urban plazas frame 
a vibrant musical, artistic and 
culinary scene. For more informa-
tion, call the Catholic Foundation 
at (405) 721-4115 or visit the tour 
website at www.travelillume.com/
trc/rua. Space is limited and the 
deadline to register is Nov. 10.

40 Days for Life OKC
From Sept. 28 through Nov. 6 

join other Christians for 40 Days 
for Life – 40 days of prayer and 
fasting for an end to abortion. 
Stand and peacefully pray during 
a 40-day vigil in the public right-
of-way outside South Winds wom-
en’s center 1240 S.W. 44 (Corner 
of Blackwelder Avenue and S.E. 
44). Contact Doreen Fredrickson at 
(405) 204-8867, doreenfred101@
gmail.com, or Deanne Gribble at 
(206) 498-6791, dkg3105@gmail.
com. www.40daysforlife.com/okla-
homacity.

40 Days for Life Norman
Join in prayer Sept. 28 until Nov. 

6, from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. daily 
outside the Norman abortion cen-
ter at 2453 Wilcox Drive. Contact 
Connie Lang at (405) 249-1041 or 
jlang9@cox.net. 

Attention Christ the King 
alumni 

Christ the King School is search-
ing for all CK Knights! The school 
would like to include alumni news 
in the annual school newsletter 
this fall. E-mail information and 
pictures to alumni@ckschool.com. 
The newsletter will be posted under 
the “Alumni” link at www.ckschool.
com/groups/4984/alumni/home. 
Also, keep the database up-to-date 
by e-mailing address and e-mail 
updates.

Wills & Trusts Week 2016
Information sessions about 

planning an estate will address 
issues regarding preparing a will 
or trust, including recent changes 
in the law. Presented by local 
Catholic attorneys. Admission is 
free to Catholics from all parishes. 
Monday, Oct. 17, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m., 
Christ the King, 8005 N. Dorset 
Ave., OKC; Monday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m. 
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- 9 p.m., Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, 711 Hickory Ave., 
Duncan. Reservations encouraged. 
Contact (405) 721-4115 or go on-
line to www.cfook.org.

Pregnancy and infant loss
St. Ann’s Ministry for Pregnancy 

and Infant Loss will meet 6:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. the second Thursday of 
each month at St. John’s Raphael 
House in Edmond. The monthly 
Catholic support group consists of 
parents who have lost a child due 
to miscarriage, stillbirth, SIDS, 
medical conditions, etc. Everyone 
is welcome, no matter how long ago 
the loss occurred. Contact Marilyn 
Seiler (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.org.

Ireland pilgrimage
Join Fr. Ray Ackerman and Fr. 

John Peter Swaminathan on a 
unique pilgrimage to Ireland, July 
10-22. Includes Dublin, Baltinglass 
Abbey, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Our 
Lady of Knock, St. Patrick’s Tomb 
and Cathedral, Giant’s Cause-
way, Titanic Museum in Belfast, 
Glendalough, Lake Corrib Cruise, 
Trinity College, Gallarus Oratory, 
Kilmalkedar Church, St. John’s 
Cathedral, Holy Well of St. Brigid, 
Cliffs of Moher, O’Brien’s Tower, 
Rock of Cashel, Clonmacnoise, 
Blarney Castle, the Burren, Down-
patrick Cathedral, Inch Abbey, Gal-

way, and more. Mass, breakfast, 
dinner daily. 4-star hotels, luxury 
air-conditioned motorcoach, round-
trip air from OKC. $4,399 pp. $300 
pp deposit. Contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or go online to 
http://bit.ly/RevAckermanIreland 
to download brochure. Secure 
online registration at http://bit.
ly/29KPZTT.

Widowed, divorced and sepa-
rated retreat

There is help for the heartache 
of separation, divorce and widow-
hood at a Beginning Experience 
weekend. The program helps with 
the natural grief process and offers 
an opportunity, through God, 
for turning the pain of loss into 
an experience of positive growth. 
Trained team members who have 
suffered the loss of a loved one 
share their experience as they lead 
participants through presentations, 
private reflections and small group 
sharing. The next Beginning Expe-
rience weekend will be Oct. 21-23 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
To register, contact the Office of 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944. 
Download registration form online 
at www.archokc.org/office-of-fami-
ly-life/home.

12-step spirituality retreat
The Substance Addiction Minis-

try (SAM) is sponsoring a 12-Step 

Spirituality Retreat on Saturday, 
Oct. 22, from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The retreat will be at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. The retreat is fo-
cused on step No. 4 through No. 7, 
concerning talking and sharing a 
personal inventory and asking God 
to remove defects of character. SAM 
is focused on supporting Catholic 
families caught in addiction. Re-
treat is free; lunch provided. Con-
tact the Office of Family Life, (405) 
721-8944 or Lcarrasco@archokc.
org.

Knights’ fifth annual Love Run
The 5th Annual Knights on Bikes 

Love Run benefitting the residents 
of the Center of Family Love will 
incorporate their 2016 Knights 
on Bikes State Rally and their 
Poker Run known as the Knights 
on Bikes Love Run into one event 
from Oct. 21 to Oct. 23 in Lawton. 
The Knights on Bikes Love Run 
will start at the Wind River Harley 
Davidson in Lawton and continue 
through the scenic Wichita Moun-
tain refuge with stops in Medicine 
Park and Mears. The weekend 
begins at 7 p.m. on Oct. 21 with 
Casino Night at Holy Family Catho-
lic Church, followed by registration 
on Saturday, Oct. 22, from 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. at the Wind River Har-
ley Davidson in Lawton, with the 
last ride leaving at 11:30 a.m. All 
participants must return from their 
rides by 3 p.m. on Oct. 22. Dinner 
is open to anyone; hosted by Holy 
Family Council 11909 at Holy Fam-
ily on Oct. 22 with guest speaker 
Debbie Espinosa, executive director 
of the Center of Family Love. Con-
tact Troy Ogden at (405) 623-3289. 

KofC fall retreat
The Knights of Columbus Retreat 

for all Catholics will be held at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center in Okla-
homa City, Oct. 22. Father Rick 
Stansberry, pastor of Christ the 
King, will present “How to get more 
out of the Mass.” He will present 
the history of the Mass, its special 
importance to Catholics and getting 
the most out of the Mass. Small 
group discussions and question 
and answer sessions. Cost $15 per 
attendee, lunch and two breaks 
included. Contact Michael Zink at 
Michael-the-j@cox.net. 

Children’s fall festival
St. Paul the Apostle is having a 

fall festival on Saturday, Oct. 22, at 
3901 S. Sunnylane Rd. in Del City. 
Festival open from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Free admission; tickets for games 
$.25 each or a pack of 25 for $5. 
Concessions available.

Cello recital
On Sunday, Oct. 23, at 2 p.m. 

the Cellovoce Ensemble from Okla-
homa City University will present a 
free recital at St. Francis of Assisi, 
1901 N.W. 18. Cellovoce is directed 
by a parishioner Tomasz Zieba. 
Born in Krakow, Poland, Zieba has 
been on the string faculty at OCU 
since 2003 and is the associate 
principal cellist with the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic. All are invited. 
(405) 528-0485.

The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Donating Crops or Livestock

There is a strong desire of rural donors to make 
gifts of crops or livestock to the Catholic Founda-
tion. The reason beyond the desire to support the 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma is that individuals 
who donate grain or livestock can deduct the cost 
of production as a business expense. This can 
result in a substantial tax savings to the donor. 
For example, a parishioner contributes 1,000 bush-
els of soybeans to the foundation for the benefit 
of their parish endowment fund. This represents 
15 acres of production. The parishioner’s cost of 
production was $4,000, and the fair market value 
at the time of the donation was $5,000. 
If he or she was to sell the beans and use the 
proceeds to donate $5,000 to the parish, the donor 
could receive a charitable tax deduction of $1,400 
(assuming a 28 percent tax bracket and assuming 
that they have enough deductions to exceed the 
standard deduction). 
If the parishioner donates the beans directly to the 
foundation for the benefit of the parish endow-
ment, he or she is able to deduct the entire $4,000 
of production expense on the donor’s Schedule 
F. This has an additional benefit of lowering their 
taxable and self-employment income. 
Because the parishioner does not have a basis in 
the grain, he or she is not entitled to a charita-
ble deduction. However, by donating the grain 
directly to the foundation, the parishioner secured 
a greater financial benefit than if they had simply 
sold the grain and donated the proceeds. 

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.
P.O. Box 32180   n   Oklahoma City, OK 73123

(405) 721-4115   n   www.cfook.org   n bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.
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Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion center, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@
cox.net.

Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas to 
Infant Jesus of Prague. During 
these nine days, the novena 
will be as follows: Monday-Fri-
day following Noon Mass. Sat-
urday after 5 p.m. Mass, and 
Sunday after 11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. Luke the Evange-
list.

Feast of Sts. John de Brebeuf 
and Isaac Jogues and Compan-
ions.

Feast of St. Paul of the Cross.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, toni-
calvey1900@gmail.com or visit 
www.spiritOKC.org.

The Knights on Bikes will host 
the fifth annual Love Run. Ride 
through the Wichita Moun-
tains and support the Center 
of Family Love. Casino night at 
7 p.m. Oct. 21; Registration for 
the Love Run begins at 8 a.m. 
Oct. 22 at the Wind River Har-
ley Davidson, Lawton. Contact 
Troy Ogden at (405) 623-3289. 

There is help for the heart-
ache of separation, divorce 
and widowhood at a Beginning 
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Experience weekend. The next 
Beginning Experience weekend 
will be Oct. 21-23 at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center. Contact 
the Office of Family Life at (405) 
721-8944. Download registra-
tion form online at www.ar-
chokc.org/office-of-family-life/
home.

Feast of St. John Paul II.

The Knights of Columbus 
retreat for all Catholics will 
be held at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center in Oklahoma City. 
Fr. Rick Stansberry, pastor of 
Christ the King, will present 
“How to get more out of the 
Mass.” Cost $15; lunch and 
two breaks included. Contact 
Michael Zink at Michael-the-j@
cox.net. 

Substance Addiction Ministry 
12-step retreat from 9 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. No charge; lunch 
provided. Contact the Office of 
Family Life at (405) 721-8944 
or Lcarrasco@archokc.org.

St. Paul the Apostle fall festi-
val, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 3901 S. 
Sunnylane Rd., Del City. Free 
admission; tickets for games 
$.25 each or pack of 25 for $5. 
Concessions available.

St. Philip Neri Bingo Night. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Bingo at 
7 p.m. All proceeds benefit the 
Family Hope Project with Cath-
olic Charities.

St. Gregory’s Abbey hosts a 
special day of prayer and reflec-
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tion for Benedictine Oblates. 
Contact (405) 878-5490.

The Cellovoce Ensemble from 
Oklahoma City University will 
present free recital at 2 p.m. at 
St. Francis of Assisi Church. 
All are invited.

Archbishop Coakley invites 
married couples celebrating 
milestone anniversaries (25, 
40, 50+) in 2016 to attend an 
anniversary Mass at 3 p.m. 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. Reception to follow. 
Attendees should contact the 
Office of Family Life, (405) 721-
8944. 

Pray the Rosary for Life at the 
Norman abortion center, 2453 
Wilcox Dr., at 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday. Contact Connie Lang 
at (405) 249-1041 or jlang9@
cox.net.

Presentation “Being Mortal: 
Medicine and What Matters 
in the End,” regarding movie 
by Dr. Atul Gawande which 
explores the hopes of patients 
and families facing difficult 
medical decisions. Held at 
6 pm., St. James Catho-
lic Church. This program is 
sponsored by Good Shepherd 
Hospice and will include Mary 
Homan, director of ethics with 
Mercy West Communities. Call 
Becky at (405) 834-3782 or Kay 
Hoffman at (405) 682-5191.

Fall Radiothon for Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting. www.
okcatholicbroadcasting.com.

Fall Radiothon for Oklahoma 
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Catholic Broadcasting.

Saint Ann Retirement Center 
Fall Craft Fair and Open House 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors 
for holiday shopping; entertain-
ment in Grand Theater. Snacks 
served; door prizes donated 
by vendors. Tours available. 
Contact Richard at (405) 721-
0747. Saint Ann is located at 
7501 W. Britton Rd. in Okla-
homa City. 

The last bingo of the year at St. 
James, 4201 S. McKinley Ave.  
Food and beverages served at 
5:45 p.m.; bingo at 6:30 p.m. 
All games $10. Door prizes, 
recognition for players born in 
October, November, December, 
a large flat screen TV, and spe-
cial prizes for attendees will be 
given away.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, toni-
calvey1900@gmail.com or visit 
www.spiritOKC.org.

Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude.

Spirit and Sole Dance Ensem-
ble, St. Gregory’s University’s 
resident company, present 
an evening of varied styles of 
dance choreographed by fac-
ulty and students. This year’s 
fall production, “Once Upon a 
Stage,” will kick off on Oct. 28 
and will continue through Oct. 
30. All performances held at 
the Sarkeys Performing Arts 
Center on the SGU Shawnee 
campus. Advance tickets avail-
able at www.stgregorys.edu.
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Following in the Rev. Stanley Rother’s footsteps
Sooner Catholic

Thomas McSherry embarked on 
“the adventure of a lifetime” on a 
September morning full of promise 
in 1984.

The Catholic priest and his 
friend and fellow clergyman, Don 
Wolf, drove out of Norman on their 
way to McSherry’s new mission 
field in a parish more than 2,000 
miles away.

Their faith traditions connected 
the priests to the parishioners in 
far off Santiago Atitlan, Guate-
mala, where the pair were headed.

Those connections were 
strengthened by life – and death.

death as a missionary priest there.
Rother was declared a martyr 

by the Vatican and he could one 
day be declared a Roman Catholic 
saint.

“Tom was great – I was just 
along for the ride,” Wolf said.

“He was going to be part of a 
mission team for 35,000 people, 
to a place where his predecessor 
had been murdered. People were 
still being kidnapped, tortured and 
murdered, all of that. He was there 
trying to put this whole mission 
thing back together. His willing-
ness to face the challenges and his 

bravery were remarkable.”
McSherry is prone to downplay 

the danger he faced in his new 
assignment.

He said he knew that it had been 
only three years since Rother’s 
death stunned the faith commu-
nities both in Guatemala and the 
United States.

But, when he got the letter from 
Oklahoma Catholic leaders asking 
for someone to go there, he simply 
felt compelled to go.

“I thought if I think it’s wonder-
ful, why doesn’t everyone else think 
it’s wonderful?” McSherry said. “I 
thought everybody wanted to go.”

The Most Rev. Eusebius Beltran, 
archbishop emeritus of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City, said he 
was bishop of the Tulsa Diocese in 
1984 and the Most Rev. Charles 
Salatka was Oklahoma City arch-
bishop.

Beltran said both dioceses 
supported the Santiago Atitlan 
mission, but after Rother’s death, 
they were advised by Guatemalan 
church leaders not to send a re-
placement for the slain priest.

He said this was just as well.
“Neither of us were excited about 

who we were going to send be-
cause neither of us wanted to put 
someone in a dangerous situa-
tion,” Beltran said.

He said several years later, the 
Guatemalan bishop gave the Okla-
homa clergy leaders the “green 
light” to send another clergyman, 
assuring them that the new priest 
would be in no imminent danger.

Beltran said it was decided that 
priests would be asked to volun-
teer for the assignment and he and 
Salatka were thrilled when three 

priests expressed interest.
Along with McSherry, a priest 

from Tulsa and a priest from New 
York volunteered for the Guate-
malan assignment.

McSherry said the Tulsa priest 
changed his mind out of respect 
for family members’ concerns 
about his safety.

He said the New York priest did 
go to Guatemala and their paths 
intersected some before he was 
called back to his diocese.

McSherry, at age 39, ended up 
being the priest who ventured into 
the country so beloved by Rother.

He spoke very little Spanish, 
just a smattering of the language 
he learned in high school and 
virtually none of the Tzutuhil 
dialect that served as the primary 
language of the Santiago Atitlan 
citizens.

Yet, McSherry said he felt called 
to the Guatemalan parish.

“I believe every priest has a mis-
sionary spirit, just some go across 
the world and some don’t,” he said.

McSherry agreed to stay in San-
tiago Atitlan for five years.

Ultimately, he stayed for 17.
During his return to Guatemala 

in July, McSherry, 71, noted the 
advances in technology that have 
changed the community where he 
served for almost two decades.

He said the people, however, 
were much the same as he re-
membered them — kind, faithful 
and unafraid to express their faith 
outwardly.

Welcomed back
More than one Oklahoman who 

made the Rother anniversary 
pilgrimage noted that a “mob 
scene” ensued wherever McSherry 
showed up as Guatemalans clam-
ored to talk and hug “Padre At-
mas” or Father Thomas.

“It was very touching,” he said of 
all the attention. “Everybody has a 
camera now with their cellphones 
and they wanted pictures.”

What was it about the Guate-
malan parish that drew McSherry 
32 years ago, despite the potential 
for turmoil there?

He said it wasn’t that he didn’t 
understand the turbulent nature 
of the ongoing civil war. Wolf said 
armed troops walked through the 

streets and a soldier stood at the 
back of the church with his rifle 
during Mass.

“The civil war was going on 
although less than intense. It was 
still always on the radar screen,” 
Wolf said.

McSherry admitted there were 
some who questioned his reasoning.

“People thought I was crazy or 
didn’t read the papers,” he re-
called.

He said he had visited the par-
ish on the second anniversary of 
Rother’s death and was touched 
by the faithfulness of the parish-
ioners. McSherry said during 
that Guatemalan visit he had the 
opportunity to speak to Rother’s 
parents who talked about the need 
for another priest to continue the 
slain priest’s work there.

McSherry said that need and 
his willingness to embrace a new 
culture and country drew him to 
Rother’s beloved parish.

“Every day was a new adventure 
– the food, the people, the family 
customs. I was the right age and 
the right temperament, and I was 
flexible enough,” he said.

The priest said he traveled to 
Antigua to take Spanish classes 
whenever he could for the first few 
years of his Guatemalan ministry. 
Other American priests serving in 
the country were very supportive 
and he learned how to hold a con-
versation in the Tzutuhil dialect. 
Eventually, he said he was able to 
offer a Spanish Mass and a Tzu-
tuhil Mass, though “I was never 
fluent in it.”

He said he is most proud of the 
work that he did alongside the 
people of Santiago Atitlan.

He said they founded several 
schools, including a center where 
individuals were taught computer 
skills. The parish founded a work 
study program for young people, 
created housing and supported a 
medical program in the village.

“There was always something 
new to try and the possibilities 
were endless,” he said.

“It was the adventure of a life-
time – I couldn’t have invented it. 
Best job I’ve ever had.”

The article is republished with permission.

The Rev. Thomas 
McSherry, pastor of 
St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma 
City, shows copies of 
several Bible transla-
tions and prayer books 
that the late Servant 
of God Father Stanley 
Rother helped trans-
late into the native 
language of the people 
of Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala. 
Photo Paul Hellstern, 
The Oklahoman

By Carla Hinton,
The Oklahoman 

McSherry was one of three 
priests who answered the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City’s call for 
volunteers to continue the work 
of the Father Stanley Rother. The 
Okarche native devoted his life 
to serving the rural Guatemalan 
community situated on pictur-
esque Lake Atitlan.

It was Rother’s 1981 death – he 
was murdered by unknown assail-
ants during political unrest – that 
ultimately led to the journey that 
McSherry and Wolf began that 
September day 32 years ago.

McSherry, a New York native 
who grew up in Tulsa, volunteered 
to become the archdiocesan priest 
who would continue Rother’s work 
in Guatemala.

In a sense, he would be following 
in Rother’s footsteps.

However, he ended up forging his 
own path in a country still rocked 
by the turmoil of civil war.

Compelled to go
McSherry and Wolf were among 

a contingent of priests and Catho-
lic leaders who traveled to Guate-
mala in July for the 35th anniver-
sary of Rother’s death.

For Wolf, pastor of Saint Eugene 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City, the trip brought up memo-
ries of that long ago journey with 
McSherry.

Wolf said he has admired Mc-
Sherry for years for his willing-
ness to continue the work of the 
Church in a place where his pre-
decessor had been killed.

He said the tale of McSherry’s 
role in the now thriving Santiago 
Atitlan parish isn’t as well known 
as the story of Rother’s life and 


