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Go Make Disciples

Oklahoma City priest thankful for kidney, friendship and prayers

Just before sunset on a warm night in Au-
gust, Father Thanh Nguyen quietly opened the 
window of his second fl oor offi ce at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in northwest 
Oklahoma City, and leaned to listen.

In the garden below, more than 300 parishio-
ners had gathered near the Shrine of Our Lady 
of La Vang to say a Rosary for his upcoming 
surgery.

 “They didn’t see me, but I could hear them 
clearly. When I looked out the window and 
saw that so many people came, I praised God 
for their love and their prayers,” Father Thanh 
said. “It made me very calm. I knew everything 
would be in his hands.”

Father Thanh had suffered through dialysis 
for years after being diagnosed with Type 2 
diabetes, and three years ago was placed on a 
list for kidney donation. Multiple parishioners 
and friends offered to be tested in an attempt 
to fi nd a match, but nothing worked. One po-
tential donor was a match, but through testing 
discovered he had diabetes himself as well as a 
brain tumor. He died a year later. 

“I know some people can live on dialysis for 
years, so I just said I’ll do whatever I have to 
do.”

The staff at the Cathedral joined parishio-
ners and local businesses to 
fi x special meals, run errands, 
drive Father Thanh to the doctor 
– whatever they could do while 
they waited. 

“The entire Cathedral commu-
nity joined every day 
in prayer. It began 
with Mass and then 
the sung prayers at 
the Shrine of Our 
Lady of La Vang, 
asking for her inter-
cession,” said Marjory 
Feighny, the Cathe-
dral’s offi ce manager.

 Finally, in April, 
Father Thanh found a 
match in an old friend 
from his seminary. 

Father John Tran, 
pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace Cath-
olic Church in Mandeville, La., had 
offered to be tested two years before, 
but there was always someone closer, 
in Oklahoma City, who was willing to 
try, so Father John was never test-

ed. After several failed attempts, Father Thanh 
gave in and contacted his old friend from Saint 
Joseph Seminary College.

“I saw the progression. You could see he was 
deteriorating,” Father John said. “So, when I 
heard he was on dialysis, I told him I’m getting 
tested.” 

A doctor called a few weeks later and asked 
him to come to Oklahoma City for further tests. 
It was the same week Father John had planned 
to go on his fi rst pilgrimage ever – to Spain.

“I did complete my pilgrimage, but to Okla-
homa City. I came here for three days and got 
tested,” he said. “They just kept asking ‘Are 
you sure you want to do this?’ I just knew it 
was something I could do. That’s who I am, 
that’s the way God wired me.”

So, on Aug. 17, Father John and Father 
Thanh wheeled into surgery. After more than 
eight hours total, they both emerged with a 
successful organ transplant. Father John 
stayed at the Cathedral for nearly a month as 

both men recuperated. Neither 
have experienced infections or 
complications from the surgery. 

“My greatest hope is that 
people who read the story would 
at least consider the possibility 
of helping others; to consider 
organ donation,” Father John 
said. “It’s not as scary as people 
think it is.”

Father John eventually re-
turned to Louisiana. 

On Oct. 7, Father Thanh 
celebrated his fi rst Mass since 
receiving his new kidney. It 
was followed by a celebration of 
“gratitude and thanksgiving” on 
Oct. 11 with the choir singing 
and children processing, and 
placing a Rosary made of roses 
under the statue of the Blessed 

Virgin.
“What Father John did for me; it is so won-

derful,” Father Thanh said. “I’m still a little 
weak, but otherwise good. I just trusted the 
will of God, so I didn’t get frustrated. The Lord 
has blessed me.” 

By Diane Clay
The Sooner Catholic

Fr. John Tran, left, and Fr. Thanh Nguyen. Photo 
provided.

Cathedral parishioners sing prayers to Our Lady of La Vang follow-
ing a rosary said for Fr. Thanh Nguyen. Photo provided.

Help save a life
To learn more about organ 
donation in Oklahoma or to 
register:
Online: 
www.lifeshareoklahoma.org; 
www.LifeShareRegistry.org
Call: (800) 826-5433
ID: Mark ‘yes’ for organ 
donation on driver’s license 
or state identifi cation

Church must encourage, ‘walk with’ families, synod members say

VATICAN CITY – Just like a family, 
the Catholic Church should challenge 
members to grow and behave better, 
but also like a family, it should not 
exclude those who still have some 
growing to do, said Bishop George V. 
Murry of Youngstown, Ohio.

Bishop Murry and other members 
of the Synod of Bishops on the family 
spoke about fi nding a way to affi rm 
Gospel principles and church teach-
ing while accompanying all Catholics 
on the path to perfection and holi-
ness.

Irish Archbishop Diarmuid Martin 
of Dublin spoke later about the Irish 
referendum in favor of same-sex mar-
riage, about faith and about fi nding 
language to share church teaching 

with a new generation of Catholics.
The Youngstown bishop told the 

assembly that while there are many 
“effective, traditional families” among 
Catholics in the United States, there 
are also single-parent families, di-
vorced couples, blended families, 
families separated by migration and 
many others.

“Many of these adults and children 
feel left out of pastoral care,” Bishop 
Murry said.

“One universal and distinguishing 
feature of all families is that family 
members, regardless of how errant 
they become, are not rejected from the 
family,” the bishop said. “For them, 
the light is always on; the door is 
always open. Good families use ‘tough 
love’ among themselves to challenge 

continued on page 5

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis greets baby Davide, held by his 
father Massimo Paloni, before a session of 
the Synod. CNS/Paul Haring.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

The Sept. 20 issue of the 
Sooner Catholic included 
a front page article on an 
unnamed family who had a 
successful placement of a 
child born with addiction. 
The photo that accompa-
nied the article was not 
the same family, but of a 
different family that also 
had a successful adoption 
through Catholic Charities. 

Don’t miss daily updates 
on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Oct. 16-19 – Annual meeting, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Austin, Texas
Oct. 20 – Department head meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Oct. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 20 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Oct. 21 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
Oct. 21 – Fall men’s spirituality evening, 5 p.m., Christ the King, Tulsa
Oct. 22 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King School, OKC
Oct. 22 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ces, OKC
Oct. 24 – Confi rmation, 5:30 p.m., Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Oct. 25 – Vespers and dinner with religious to celebrate Year of Consecrated Life, 5 p.m., CPC
Oct. 26-27 – Fall Clergy Days, CPC
Oct. 27 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, CPC
Oct. 27 – Vocations Board Meeting, 3:30 p.m., CPC
Oct. 28 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:20 a.m., St. Mary School, Ponca City
Oct. 29 – School Mass and classroom visits, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City
Oct. 31 – Red Mass, 5 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Nov. 1 – Mass and dinner with UCO students, 7 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I am a classic movies’ fan. There is a scene in 
“Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” in which the 
two hero/outlaws (Paul Newman and Robert Redford) 
are being tracked through mountains and deserts by 
a relentless band of lawmen. In spite of all of their ef-
forts, they are unable to shake them. Sundance turns 
to Butch and asks incredulously, “Who are those 
guys?” 

We might ask the same question as we prepare to 
celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints on Nov. 1. Who 
are these men and women to whom the Church ex-
tends such honors? 

The saints are the friends of Jesus. They are men 
and women of every age and race and culture who 
remind us that we are all called to be close friends of 
Jesus and share his life. They show us how to love 
and serve as Jesus loved and served. They show us 
how to live our lives in such a way that we too may be 
worthy to share the glory that Our Lord has prepared 
for his friends in heaven. We are all called to become 

saints. 
I sometimes ask 

Confi rmation can-
didates how many 
of them are striving 
to become saints. 
Few raise their 
hands. When I ask 
how many of them 
are striving to get 
to heaven, everyone 
acknowledges that 
this is their hope. 
I remind them 
that the only ones 
who are in heaven 
are saints. Not all 
are canonized, of 
course. But beside 

the angels, the saints are the only citizens of heaven. 
The point here is that we are all called to holiness. In 
ordinary and even extraordinary ways, we are called 
to lives of virtue that refl ect the goodness, beauty and 
truth of Jesus, who is our model for what it means to 
be fully human, created in the image and likeness of 
God. 

With the help of his grace and the proper use of 
our freedom, holiness is not beyond our reach. It is 
the birthright that we inherit when we are reborn by 
water and the Holy Spirit in Baptism.

A few weeks ago, I was privileged to be present in 
Washington, D.C. when Pope Francis canonized Saint 
Junipero Serra. It was the fi rst canonization to take 
place in the United States. Saint Junipero Serra was 
an 18th century Spanish Franciscan missionary who 
walked up and down the California coast establishing 
missions and proclaiming the gospel of mercy to the 
native peoples. He brought them Jesus. 

Closer to home, the 
cause for the beatifi ca-
tion and canonization 
of Okarche native son 
Father Stanley Rother 
continues to advance 
in Rome. Like the Good 
Shepherd whom he 
served, Father Rother 
gave his life for the fl ock 
entrusted to his care. 
When violent turmoil threatened his parish on the 
shores of beautiful Lake Atitlan in Guatemala and 
death came knocking at the door, he refused to fl ee 
and secure his own safety. He remained steadfast, 
because a shepherd cannot run at the fi rst sign of 
danger. He refused to abandon his sheep, even at the 
cost of his own life. 

“Who are those guys?” Both of these were ordinary 
men, but the grace of God and their fi delity to that 
grace transformed them into heroic witnesses for 
Christ. The saints are our heroes and role models in 
the great adventure of Christian discipleship. They 
are husbands and wives, youth, priests, religious 
women and men, widows, single persons and mar-
tyrs. All are called to holiness.

Holiness is not something artifi cial; rather it brings 
out what is best and most authentic in each of us. 
The call to holiness is an invitation to become who we 
truly are.

“We are God’s children now, what we shall be has 
not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is 
revealed we shall be like him” (1Jn.3:2). In the lives of 
the saints all of the ennobling qualities of the human 
heart are elevated and perfected by divine grace.

“Who are those guys?” The saints are the men and 
women of every time and place who not only point 
the way to heaven but show us how to establish an 
authentic civilization of love and mercy here on earth. 

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The Saints: “Who are those guys?”



Ever-loving God, you have 
given us Blessed Louis and Zélie 
Martin as an example of saintly 
married life. They held fast to 
their faith and hope throughout 
the demands and diffi culties of 
life. They raised their children to 
become saints. May their prayer 
and example support families in 
their Christian life and help us 
all to walk toward holiness.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Blesseds Louis and Marie Zelie Guerin Martin, the parents 
of St. Therese of Lisieux. The couple will be canonized at 
the Vatican Oct. 18, during the Synod of Bishops on the 
family. CNS photo/courtesy of Sanctuary of Lisieux.

Servant of God Fr. Stanley Rother. 
Photo archives of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.
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Expert: Healing possible for victims, perpetrators of domestic violence

PHILADELPHIA – Help and 
healing is possible for Catholic 
families suffering with violence 
in the home, said psychologist 
Christauria Welland.

A presenter at the World 
Meeting of Families in Philadel-
phia, Welland’s session “When 
the Wound Comes from Within: 
Domestic Violence in Catholic 
Families” was the only session on 
violence within the home.

In an interview with Catholic News Service, 
Welland said no fi rm statistics exist on do-
mestic violence in Catholic families. However, 
about 30 percent of women worldwide have 
been victims of sexual or physical violence at 
least once in their life, she said.

A professor and author, Welland began her 
work in the fi eld of domestic violence 45 years 
ago before it came to the forefront as a social 
issue in the 1980s. She has worked extensively 
in Catholic communities, fi rst with victims of 
domestic abuse for 25 years and then, for the 
past two decades, with abusers.

“When you work with the abuser, you actu-
ally have an opportunity to help that person to 
change and as a result for the family to become 
a much happier place and a holier place, if 
you’re working with couples, who really want to 
live the sacrament in their daily lives with their 
families,” she said.

Having worked with hundreds of abusers, 
Welland said she has found 80 percent of 
men, having the proper motivation and given 
the proper treatment, can change their violent 
behavior.

The issue of domes-
tic violence is complex, 
she said, but insecure 
attachments to one or 
both parents growing up 
are a common charac-
teristic of some abusers.

“They have this enor-
mous fear of being aban-
doned, this enormous 
fear of not being loved, 
which leads them to commit all kinds of des-
perate acts,” she said.

However, there are times when the only 
option is separation and annulment, she said, 
“because of the severity and duration of the 
violence and the lack of motivation on the part 
of the abuser to change.”

In 1992, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops issued “When I Call for Help: 
A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence 
against Women.” It was re-issued in 2002.

The Synod of the Bishops on the Family, 
which began in Rome Oct. 4, will discuss do-
mestic violence, following up on discussions 
from the extraordinary synod, held last fall.

At the request of the Pontifi cal Council for 
the Fami-
ly, Welland 
wrote a 100-
page booklet, 
“How Can We 
Help to End 
Violence in 
Catholic Fam-
ilies: A Guide 
for Clergy, 
Religious and 
Laity,” which 

will be distributed 
to all synod partici-
pants. 

She said experi-
ence has shown her 
both victims and 
abusers will come 
forward for help 
“when you make 
it clear that the 

church is there to minister” to them.
In view of prevention, the church must teach 

more about compassion, nonviolence, self-con-
trol, respect and equality in its marriage prepa-
ration, youth ministry and children’s catecheti-
cal programs, she said.

By Laura Ieraci 
Catholic News Service 

A free download of the 
booklet “How Can We Help 
to End Violence in Catholic 
Families: A Guide for Cler-
gy, Religious and Laity” is 
available at www.paxinfa-
milia.org.

Welland

WASHINGTON – The National 
Council of Catholic Women has 
developed a resource manu-
al called “Women Healing the 
Wounds” that provides informa-
tion about the impact of domes-
tic violence and the Church’s 
response to it.

The 52-page document in-
cludes a customizable safety 
fl ier, a section on teen-dating 
violence, various resources and 
Catholic teaching.

“We are hopeful this new 
resource will give courage to vic-
tims as well as educate others 
on the signs exhibited by per-
sons experiencing domestic vi-
olence,” Sheila Hopkins, NCCW 
president, said in a statement. 

“In the Catholic Church, we cel-
ebrate respect life in the month 
of October and this is a respect 
life issue as well.”

Citing statistics from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, NCCW said that 
nearly one out of every four U.S. 
women are victims of severe vio-
lence from an intimate partner. 

“Violence of any kind – physi-
cal, sexual, psychological or ver-
bal – is never justifi ed,” NCCW 
said.

NCCW provides resource on 
domestic violence awareness

Catholic News Service 

“Women Healing the 
Wounds” can be download-
ed free at www.nccw.org/
Public/News_and_Events/
Domestic_Violence_Resource.
aspx.

In the footsteps of Junipero Serra
Explore and worship with Fr. 

Jim Goins, St. Thomas More, 
Norman, May 26-June 4, 2016, 
along the California Mission Trail. 
Visit 21 of the original California 
Franciscan Missions, including the 
Mission of San Carlos Borromeo 
de Carmelo with the tombs of St. 
Junipero Serra and three of his 
missionaries. San Diego, Ventura, 
Monterey, Carmel, San Francisco. 
$2,524 pp includes roundtrip air 
from OKC. $450 pp deposit due 

Dec. 26. Contact Melani Roewe at 
(405) 293-2003.

Catholic shrines of Wisconsin
Unique pilgrimage Aug. 10-16, 

2016, of the Shrines of Wisconsin, 
including New Franken and the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, 
the only Vatican-approved Mar-
ian apparition site in the United 
States. $1,864 pp incl. roundtrip 
air from OKC. $450 pp deposit due 
March 1. Contact Melani Roewe at 
(405) 293-2003.



Once upon a time in a land far 
away, there was a Catholic parish. 
A young couple who lived in the 
neighborhood presented them-
selves at the parish offi ce to re-
quest baptism for their child. The 
parish secretary made an appoint-
ment for them, they met with the 
priest, discussed dates, godpar-
ents and seating 
arrangements. The 
date was set and 
the baptism hap-
pened. No hassle.

A few miles away, 
there was another 
parish. The priest 
in this parish had 
been pondering 
the statistics in the 
average American 
parish with some 
concern. He knew 
if the situation 
continued, seven of 
the 10 children he 
would baptize that 
weekend would no 
longer be practic-
ing when they were 
adults. In fact, he also knew that 
many of the parents presenting 
their children for baptism would 
not be seen again until it was time 
for fi rst communion.

He wondered how he might 
approach baptismal preparation 
differently, so as to capture the 
imagination of the parents more 
effectively, and win them over for 
Jesus Christ, and a consistent 
relationship with the Church. He 
decided to approach baptismal 
parents differently — it would take 
more of his time, and he would 
need the help of committed lay 
people. But, he realized that the 
Lord’s commission was not only 
to baptize, but to make disciples. 
So, he decided to start using the 

Discovery study for his baptismal 
preparation. It would require six 
weeks, but if he could win a hear-
ing, he might actually secure the 
faith of the parents, which in turn 
would create the right environment 
for the child’s faith to be nurtured. 
He raised up a few winsome pa-
rishioners to help him to disciple 

the parents.
One day, a young 

couple who lived in 
the neighborhood 
presented them-
selves at the parish 
offi ce to request 
baptism for their 
child. The parish 
secretary greet-
ed them warmly 
and said, “That’s 
wonderful, we are 
delighted to wel-
come your child to 
the Catholic faith. 
In order to prepare 
for this momen-
tous event, we’d 
like to spend some 
time with you for 

the next few weeks. What evening 
would work best for you?” 

The couple looked at her and 
said, “We don’t really have time 
for that. Besides, the neighboring 
parish only requires us to meet 
for one hour with the priest.” The 
secretary smiled and said, “I know, 
but we want to help you and your 
child to become real disciples of 
Jesus.”

The young couple looked at her 
blankly and said, “Thanks any-
way.” A few minutes later they ap-
peared at the neighboring parish 
offi ce. The parish secretary made 
an appointment for them, they met 
with the priest, discussed dates, 
godparents and seating arrange-
ments. The date was set and the 

baptism happened. No hassle.
Talking to the priests of this 

diocese, I’m aware that this sce-
nario is not uncommon. People 
are very tempted to undertake the 
Rites of Initiation as “effi ciently” 
as they can. On a certain level, I 
don’t blame them! However, if we 
are to take our mission seriously, 
not only to baptize, but to actu-
ally make disciples, we need to 
have a conversation about closing 
loopholes like this with a more 
consistent approach to baptismal 
preparation of parents, geared to 
the renewal of the parents’ own 
discipleship.

Of course, it wouldn’t be neces-
sary to do this every time a new 
child is born, but at least once 
we ought to re-propose the ba-
sic Kerygma (the core message of 
Christ and the Church) to them, 
in case they missed it in their own 
formation, or in case they need to 
renew their own baptismal prom-
ises with some degree of intention-
ality.

I do not suggest this by way of 
making baptism more diffi cult to 
obtain. Rather, we must acknowl-
edge that when the Church baptiz-
es a child, we are not performing 
an act of magic. We are promising 
God that we will see to it that this 
child really becomes a disciple. 
What processes do we need to 
stop, start or do differently in or-
der to create conditions that favor 
such discipleship?
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The demand for Baptism, and the demands of Baptism

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

Jesuit Father David Neuhaus, patriarchal vicar for the St. James Vicariate for Hebrew speaking Catholics in Israel, lights 
a baptismal candle during a baptism ceremony at Mass for the Hebrew-speaking Catholics in Israel. CNS photo/courtesy 
www.catholic.co.il.

“We must ac-
knowledge that 
when the Church 
baptizes a child, 
we are not per-
forming an act 
of magic. We are 
promising God 
that we will see 
to it that this child 
really becomes a 
disciple.”
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The Catholic Difference

Issues beneath issues at Synod 2015
ROME – Since Pope Francis 

announced that two Synods would 
examine the contemporary crisis 
of marriage and the family, and 
work to devise more evangelically 
dynamic responses to that crisis, 
a lot of attention has focused on 
issues of Catholic discipline: How 
does the Church determine that a 
marriage never existed and thus 
grant a decree of nullity? What is 
to be done about the sacramental 
situation of divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics? How does the 
Church best prepare its sons and 
daughters for marriage? 

Beneath these visible questions 
lie more basic questions of the 
Church’s self-understanding. So, 
one hopes that Synod 2015 will fo-
cus some of its attention on these 
very serious matters “beneath the 
surface” of the current debate. 

1. Can Catholics be both sinner 

and saved? 
Proposals to admit divorced 

and remarried Catholics to Holy 
Communion, after a penitential 
period but without a decree that 
the prior marriage never existed 
(an “annulment”), seem to some to 
refl ect Martin Luther’s old claim 
that Christians are always simul 
iustus et peccator, “both sinner 
and saved.” Fifty years of ecumen-
ical dialogue and serious theolog-
ical work have not found a way 
to square this claim with classic 
Catholic understandings of sin 
and grace. Would the admission of 

the divorced and civilly remarried 
to Holy Communion eviscerate the 
Church’s classic understanding of 
God’s life within us, how we can 
reject that grace by certain grave 
sins, and how we are restored to 
friendship with God? 

2. How does the Church help its 

people climb the ladder of love?
Many pastoral proposals fl oating 

around the Synod begin with the 
assertion that the Church “must 
take people where they are.” That 
seems obvious; where else would 
the Church “take” (or better, be-
gin to evangelize and catechize) 
people? But, the entire point of 
“taking people where they are” 
has always been to invite people 
to climb higher on what Saint 
Augustine called the “ladder of 
love.” In that climb, we all stumble 
and miss rungs. Still, centuries of 
pastoral experience, and the lives 
of the saints, suggest that it’s by 
keeping the higher rungs on the 
ladder in view that we learn to 
climb higher and love more truly. 
And, keeping those higher rungs 
in sight requires challenge as well 
as compassion and mercy. 

3. Are there any stable reference 
points in the Church’s self-under-
standing?

The call to “take people where 
they are” has frequently been 
accompanied by the claim that 
“history” is somehow decisive for 
the Church’s self-understanding 
on, say, the nature of marriage. 
Many Catholics get divorced; this 
historical datum, say certain 
northern European theologians 
and bishops, is the prism through 
which we should “read” (and then 
fi nd a way around, or through, or 
past) what has long seemed to be 
the stable truth, given by the Lord 
himself, that marriage is indissol-
uble.

But, what judges what here? 
Does the Church still accept that 
there are “sacred givens” in its life: 
truths given to it by Christ, truths 
that are the permanent standard 

by which proposed pastoral initia-
tives and reforms are measured? 
Or is “history” (which in the case 
of the Church leadership in Ger-
many, Belgium and Switzerland 
seems to mean “what’s happening 
right now”) the real standard?

4. Should the Church recognize 
an “intermediate” level of teaching 
authority, between the Bishop of 
Rome and the bishop in his dio-
cese? 

Both John Paul II and Benedict 
XVI rejected the idea that national 
or regional conferences of bishops 
could exercise some form of real 
teaching authority, because this 
was not, in their judgment, the 
mind of Vatican II (or the tradi-
tion of the Church). Today, it’s 
proposed (again by some German 
churchmen) that, irrespective of 
the Synod and the pope, local 
churches should make their own 
judgments about issues like the 
conditions for the worthy recep-
tion of Holy Communion. “Nation-
al Churches” have always been 
deeply problematic for the Catholic 
Church; now, when we have the 
opportunity to be a true “world 
Church,” are we returning to tried-
and-failed notions from the past?

It’s going to be a full three 
weeks, here at the Synod. 

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

U.S. Archbishop Blase J. Cupich of Chicago participates in prayer at the start of a 
session of the Synod of Bishops on the family. CNS/Paul Haring.

continued from page 1
each other to grow, but they never exclude.”

The Catholic Church, he said, must continue 
to advocate for traditional families and explain 
the Scriptures that present them as God’s plan 
for human beings.

At the same time, Bishop Murry said, “we 
also intentionally should reach out to those 
families that do not fi t into traditional catego-
ries. We must help them to see the benefi ts of 
following Jesus Christ. That requires that we 
welcome them, be open to listen to their needs, 
walk with them and be courageous in inviting 
them into the fullness of the truth of the Gos-
pel.”

Many of them, he said, will disagree with the 
church’s teaching on morality, but Catholics 
cannot be faithful to the Gospel while allowing 
“these new families to continue to be alienated 
from the church.”

Archbishop Martin told the synod, “What the 
Irish referendum showed was a breakdown be-
tween two languages,” the traditional language 
of the church and the language of an “antago-
nistic social culture.”

At the same time, he said, the referendum 
showed “that when the demanding teaching of 
Jesus is presented in a way which appears to 
lack mercy, then we open the doors to a false 
language of cheap mercy.”

Ireland still has a high number of Christian 

marriages and a low divorce rate compared 
to the rest of Europe, he said. “Families are 
strong and generous. That has not changed 
substantially.”

The Irish referendum, he said, demonstrated 
how “people struggle to understand abstract 
moral principles” like those often presented by 
the Church. “What they do understand is the 
predicament of individuals whom they wish to 
see happy and included. It is a very individual-
istic culture, but not necessarily an uncaring 
one.”

The challenge of the synod, Archbishop Mar-
tin said, is to help the church fi nd language 
that presents the fullness of its teaching about 
marriage and family life in a way that touches 
the reality of people’s experience. For example, 
he said, few couples would speak of the “indis-
solubility” of their bond, but “they live fi delity 
and closeness and care in ways we underesti-
mate.”

Like Bishop Murry, Maltese Bishop Mario 
Grech of Gozo told the synod that some fam-
ilies feel “discouraged in the church because 
they sense that some of us give more impor-
tance to principles than to the person in his or 
her concrete situation.”

The Church, like Moses and like Saint Paul, 
is called to be “an instrument of pastoral medi-
ation,” upholding the ideals of marriage while 
accompanying the “fragile person,” he said. 

The Christian life is a journey toward perfec-
tion, something that every human being fails at 
occasionally. 

Church teaching points out the ideals, while 
the church’s pastoral ministry encourages peo-
ple to get up after a failure and to keep walking 
toward perfection.

Bishop Grech pointed to the Orthodox 
churches’ principle of “oikonomia,” meaning 
economy or dispensation, which is at the basis 
of their permitting, in some cases, a second 
church marriage. 

The Orthodox recognize marriage as indissol-
uble and see the breakdown of a marriage as a 
result of sin, but through “oikonomia” they give 
people a second chance, although the liturgy 
for a second marriage is different and includes 
penitential prayers.

The Orthodox principle, Bishop Grech said, 
is similar to a Catholic insistence on a relation-
ship between “justice – understood as obser-
vance of the law – and pastoral mercy. These 
are not two aspects in opposition, but two 
dimensions of one reality.”

If theology and Church practice are reduced 
to a “’closed system’ theology becomes an ide-
ology” and is no longer Christian, he said. “We 
must be careful that knowledge of Jesus is not 
transformed into an ideological and also regu-
latory knowledge and that we close the doors 
with many rules.”

Church must walk with families
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The mystery of male-female complementarity
Making Sense of Bioethics

James Parker came out at age 17 
and later entered into a relation-
ship with another man. He worked 
as a gay activist for a while, but 
his personal experiences of intima-
cy and human sexuality eventually 
led him to grasp that “same-sex 
marriage just doesn’t exist; even if 
you want to say that it does.” He 
concluded that trying to persuade 
those with homosexual inclina-
tions that they can have marriage 
like heterosexual couples is basi-
cally to “hoodwink” them: “Deep 
down, there is no mystery between 
two men, ultimately.”

This striking insight helps bring 
into focus the authentic and re-
markable mystery we encounter 
in the joining of husband and wife 
in marriage. That abiding mystery 
touches on their one fl esh union 
and reveals an inner fruitful-
ness, enabling them to contribute 
together something greater than 
either can do alone, namely, the 
engendering of new life in the 
marital embrace. Ultimately, that 
life-giving mystery fl ows from their 
radical male–female complemen-
tarity.

Saint John Paul II commented 
on this “mystery of complementar-
ity” when he noted how “uniting 
with each other [in the conjugal 
act] so closely as to become ‘one 
fl esh,’ man and woman, rediscov-
er, so to speak, every time and in a 
special way, the mystery of cre-
ation.”

The personal and bodily com-
plementarity of man and woman, 
along with the “duality of a myste-
rious mutual attraction,” reminds 
us, again in the words of the pope, 
how “femininity fi nds itself, in a 
sense, in the presence of mascu-
linity, while masculinity is con-
fi rmed through femininity.”

In recent times, nevertheless, the 
importance of the bodily and spir-
itual complementarity of man and 
woman has come to be diminished 
and even negated in the minds of 
many, largely due to the diffusion 
of contraception.

This way of intentionally im-
peding our own procreativity has 
effectively diminished and even 
undermined our ability to perceive 
the inner order and interpersonal 
meaning of our own sexuality.

Saint John Paul II once de-
scribed the root truth about 
human sexuality as that “charac-
teristic of man — male and female 
—which permits them, when they 
become ‘one fl esh,’ to submit at 
the same time their whole human-
ity to the blessing of fertility.”

The routine promotion of con-
traceptive sexual relations across 
all strata of society has effectively 
collapsed the mystery of sexuality 
into the trivial pursuit of mutual-
ly-agreed-upon pleasurable sensa-
tions. It has managed to reconfi g-
ure that sexuality into, basically, 

sterile acts of mutual auto-eroti-
cism. 

Men and women, neutered and 
neutralized by various surgeries, 
pharmaceuticals, or other devices, 
no longer really need each other in 
their complementary sexual roles, 
with homosexual genital activity 
claiming the status of just another 
variant of the same game. This de-
pleted vision of our sexuality strips 
out the beautiful mystery at its 
core and diminishes our human 
dignity.

Human sexuality clearly touches 
deep human chords, 
including the real-
ity of our solitude. 
In the depths of the 
human heart is found 
a desire for comple-
tion through the total 
spousal gift of oneself 
to another, a gift that 
profoundly contrib-
utes to alleviating 
our primordial sense 
of human solitude. 
Both Saint John Paul 
II and Pope Francis 
have noted how the 
deeper mystery of 
communion that we 
seek through inti-
macy is connected to 
this desire to over-
come solitude. We are 
ultimately intended 
for communion, so 
our experiences of 
human solitude draw 
us into relationship, 
and beckon us to an 
encounter with the 
other.

Yet the union of 
friendship that arises 
between two men, for 
example, or between 
two women, while 
clearly important in 
helping to overcome 
solitude, can be predi-

cated only on non-genital forms of 
sharing if their friendship is to be 
authentic, fruitful and spiritually 
life-giving. Genital sexual activity 
between members of the same sex 
fails to communicate objectively 
either the gift of life or the gift of 
self. Such activity countermands 
authentic intimacy by collapsing 
into a form of consensual bodi-
ly exploitation, contradicting the 
very design and meaning of the 
body in its nature as masculine or 
feminine. It represents, in fact, the 

lifeless antithesis of nuptial fruit-

fulness and faithfulness.
The beauty and meaning of every 

sexual encounter in marriage, 
then, is rooted not only in faithful 
and exclusive love, but also in the 
radical complementarity of spous-
es manifested in the abiding mys-
tery of their mutual procreativity. 

Pope Francis, speaking at the 
2015 Synod of Bishops and ad-
dressing the theme of “The Voca-
tion and Mission of the Family in 
the Church and in the Contempo-
rary World,” reiterated this divine 
design over human sexuality when 
he stressed, “This is God’s dream 
for his beloved creation: to see it 
fulfi lled in the loving union be-
tween a man and a woman, rejoic-
ing in their shared journey, fruitful 
in their mutual gift of self.”

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

A couple attend a prayer vigil for the Synod of Bishops on the family in St. Peter’s 
Square. CNS/Paul Haring.
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Meet the 
Monks

This is the fi rst in a series to 
introduce the men of the religious 
orders of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B.

What order do you belong to? I 
belong to Saint Gregory’s Abbey – Order of Saint 
Benedict.

When and at what age did you enter the commu-
nity? I became a novice at age 20 and professed 
fi rst vows at age 21.

When did you profess your fi nal (permanent) 
vows? I made my profession of fi nal vows on 
July 11, 1988.

When and how did you fi rst discern a call to 
religious life? My parents were very devoted in 
our Catholic faith and emphasized its priority to 
all of their fi ve sons. The thought of priesthood 
always was in the back of my mind, but I never 
talked about it with anyone. I was probably 12 
when our associate pastor, Fr. Bernard O’Ro-
urke, O.S.B., took the Mass servers to Saint 
Gregory’s. We attended Vespers and had supper 
with the monks. It make a huge impression on 
me.

What is your ministry? My primary ministry 
is to serve the monastery as abbot. I lead the 
monks as individuals and as a community in 
our discernment of how we are best to seek God 
and to serve others. Along with this, I serve as 
the chancellor of SGU and I assist parishes as a 
substitute when the pastor needs to be absent.
 
What do you want people to know about mo-
nastic life? Monastic life in many ways is more 
parallel to family life than it is to the life of a 
diocesan priest. Monks form a multi-generation-
al community of mutual support and encour-
agement in our desire to become more and more 
like Christ and to be of service to others. Each 
monastic community is different. Our communi-
ty has always played an active role in the life of 
the local Church.

What is the most satisfying part of your vocation? 
It is very satisfying to know that I am part of 
something bigger than myself. 

What is your advice to young men who are in 
the process of discerning their vocation? Do not 
be afraid of God’s will for your life. It is the way 
for you to fi nd the greatest sense of fulfi llment 
and joy in this life. It is important to ask ques-
tions and get to know men who have embraced 
consecrated life or the priesthood. You do not 
need to have your mind made up before talking 
with someone or even visiting a monastery or 
seminary. Finally, take the time to pray. Ask the 
Lord to open your heart to His will. Then listen 
with your heart, your mind and your “gut feel-
ings” to discern what the Holy Spirit is telling 
you.

BVM Sister celebrates diamond jubilee 
Sister Virginia McCaffrey, BVM (Justinian), 

celebrates 75 years in religious life this fall. 
She was among 26 diamond jubilarians who 
gathered in the Mount Carmel Motherhouse 
Chapel in Dubuque, Iowa, on Sept. 6 for a 
liturgy of thanksgiving. 

Sister Virginia was born in Seneca, Kan. 
She entered the BVM congregation on Sept. 

8, 1942, and professed fi rst 
vows on March 19, 1945, 
and fi nal vows on Aug. 15, 
1950. She was superior/
principal at Saint Charles 
in Oklahoma City. She also 
served in Illinois, California 
and Arizona.

Sister Lillian Stecklein
Sister Lillian Stecklein, an 

Adorer of the Blood of Christ 
for 74 years, died Aug. 23 in 
Wichita. She was 91.

Sister Lillian, baptized 
Katherine Louise, was the 
seventh of 10 children born 
to Andrew and Rose (Dinges) Stecklein. She 
entered the Adorers’ novitiate on Aug. 10, 
1940, made her fi rst vows on Aug. 10, 1941, 
and fi nal vows on Aug. 11, 1946.

She earned her bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from Sacred Heart College (now Newman 
University) and her master’s degree at Empo-
ria State Teachers College.

Sister Lillian served more than 40 years 
in schools in Oklahoma, Kansas and Colo-
rado, including Saint Francis Xavier, Still-
water, 1943-1946, 1966-1968; Holy Trinity, 
Okarche, 1963-1966, 1979-1989; Saint 
Eugene, Oklahoma City, 1968-1975. 

She also served as a parish minister in 
Oklahoma for several years and directed re-
ligious education at Sacred Heart in El Reno 
from 1975 to 1979.

Memorials in her honor can be made online 
at adorers.org or by sending them to the 
Adorers of the Blood of Christ, U.S. Region 
Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur Ave., St. Lou-
is, MO 63109.

Sister Celine Hasenfratz
Sister Celine Hasenfratz, ASC, died Tues-

day, Sept. 22. She was 76, and an Adorer of 
the Blood of Christ for 57 years.   

She grew up on family 
farms near Perry, Okla., and 
Marion, Kan., and for a time, 
after her mother’s death in 
childbirth, with relatives in 
McPherson, Kan. She lived 
with the Sisters of Divine 
Providence during the week 
so she could attend Catholic 
school, and came home on weekends.

She made her fi rst vows in 1958 and fi nal 
vows in 1963.

 She graduated from Sacred Heart College 
(now Newman University) in 1962 with a 
bachelor’s degree in education, and earned a 
master’s degree at Northwestern State Teach-
ers College in Alva in 1969. 

By 2011, she had completed 50 years of 
elementary education in Kansas, Oklaho-
ma and New Mexico, and served as a school 
principal for more than half of them. She 
worked at Sacred Heart in Oklahoma City.

Memorials in her honor can be sent to the 
Adorers of the Blood of Christ, U.S. Region, 
Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur Ave., St. Lou-
is, MO, 63109, or made online at adorers.
org. 

Sister Florence May
Sister Florence May, ASC, died Tuesday, 

Sept. 29. She was 101 and spent 83 of her 
years as a professed Adorer of the Blood of 
Christ.  

She was born on Jan.13, 
1914, on a farm near Garden 
Plain, Kan., the fourth of 11 
children of Peter and Eliza-
beth (Stuhlsatz) May.

She entered the convent at 
age 16, in 1930; pronounced 
fi rst vows on July 31, 1932, and fi nal vows 
on Aug. 10, 1937.  

She earned a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion at Northwestern State Teacher’s College 
in Alva in 1943 and a master’s degree in edu-
cation at Marquette University in 1954.

Her various ministries took her to Kansas, 
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Maryland, Italy, 
and Korea, including Holy Family in Canute, 
1936-1942, and Saint Francis Xavier School 
in Stillwater, 1951-1953.

Memorials in her honor may be sent to the 
Adorers of the Blood of Christ, U.S. Region, 
Mission Center, 4233 Sulphur Ave., St. Lou-
is, MO 63109, or online at adorers.org.

Obituaries

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican opened the 
“Gift of Mercy,” a shelter for homeless men, 
just a few hundred yards away from St. Pe-
ter’s Square.

Housed in a Jesuit-owned building, the 
shelter was created by and is run with funds 
from the papal almoner, who has taken a 
variety of initiatives to assist the homeless 
people in the area surrounding the Vatican. 

Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, Pope Fran-
cis’ almoner, inaugurated the shelter Oct. 7 
by celebrating Mass for the fi rst guests. The 
shelter offers 34 beds in an open-fl oor, par-
titioned dormitory, according to a statement 
from the Almoner’s Offi ce Oct. 12.

The shelter is run by the Missionaries of 
Charity, who briefl y interview the guests be-

fore they are checked in. Because of limited 
space, the guests may stay for a maximum of 
30 days. 

The guests agree to abide by a structured 
schedule with check-in each evening between 
6 p.m. and 7 p.m., followed by lights-out at a 
set time.

After the 6:15 a.m. wake-up call, guests 
are offered breakfast and have until 8 a.m. 
to tidy up their respective areas and use the 
washrooms. After the shelter closes for the 
day, guests can shower and visit the barber 
at a facility set up under the colonnade in St. 
Peter’s Square. The facility also was estab-
lished by the papal almoner.

Various locations around the Vatican offer 
lunch and dinner, including the Vatican 
soup kitchen at the nearby “Gift of Mary” 
shelter for women. The shelter for women 
also is staffed by the Missionaries of Charity.

Vatican inaugurates new homeless shelter for men
By Nicole Pellicano
Catholic News Service 
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Pilgrimage to bring relics of St. Maria Goretti to OKC
During the Pilgrimage of Mercy in anticipa-

tion of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the body of 
Saint Maria Goretti will be in Oklahoma City 
on Nov. 9 at Christ the King. 

The relics of the youngest canonized saint 
will be at Christ the King for a full day of public 
veneration.

The pilgrimage was organized by Father 
Carlos Martins, who brought the “Treasures of 
the Church” relics presentation to Oklahoma in 
2014.

Catholics venerate relics – the bodies, cloth-
ing or possessions – of saints because the men 
and women are close to God, and have the 
ability to intercede for the faithful. Saint Maria 
Goretti is petitioned as the patroness of mer-
cy, because of the forgiveness she showed her 
murderer.

Maria Goretti was born into a poor Italian 
family. Her father died when she was age 9, 
and Maria began to care for her fi ve siblings 
while her mother did farm work.

At age 11, her 20-year-old neighbor, Ales-
sandro Serenelli, began to make inappropriate 
advances toward her. Finally, he attempted to 

rape her, and brutally stabbed her numerous 
times. Maria died the next day, July 6, 1902. 
Her last words were, “I forgive Alessandro 
Serenelli … and I want him with me in heaven 
forever.”

While Alessandro was in prison, he said 
Maria appeared to him and forgave him. Filled 
with contrition, Alessandro began to live a life 
of holiness, eventually becoming a Franciscan 

lay brother.
Maria’s mother, 

Assunta, also for-
gave Alessandro, and 
she lived to see her 
daughter canonized 
a saint on June 24, 
1950.

To enable as many pilgrims as possible to 
view the relics of Saint Maria, the process of 
veneration will be as follows:

Pilgrims may enter Christ the King through 
the glass doors of the parish center on Dorset 
Drive.

The pilgrimage will begin with a 20-minute 
video on Saint Maria Goretti shown contin-
uously in the parish center atrium. After the 
video, pilgrims can enter the church where 
they may venerate the relics of Saint Maria for 
a short time.

Sacramentals, including medals, rosaries, 
holy cards, scapulars, icons, pictures, wedding 
bands, etc., may be touched to the reliquary. 
All pilgrims will receive two holy cards that 
have been touched to the relics of Saint Maria.

Archbishop Coakley will celebrate a Solemn 
Mass at 7 p.m. For those unable to attend, a 
livestream of the Mass can be viewed at www.
ckokc.org/live-streaming.

Donations will be accepted to help fund the 
restoration of the Italian basilica where Saint 
Maria’s relics are kept.

After the stop in Oklahoma City, Saint Ma-
ria’s relics will be venerated in Tulsa on Nov. 
10 and 11.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

A glass reliquary holds the remains of St. Maria Goretti, patroness of purity.

If You Go
WHERE: Christ the King Church
8005 Dorset Dr., OKC

WHEN: Public veneration: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
The Sacrament of Confession available throughout the day
Mass: 7 p.m.

WEBSITE: http://mariagoretti.com

PARKING: Parking available at Christ the King and surrounding 
neighborhood. Overfl ow parking at Oklahoma City Golf and Country 
Club, with shuttle service.
Those living within walking distance of Christ the King are encour-
aged to walk to the church in pilgrimage.

GROUPS: School groups contact Principal Karen Carter at (405) 
843-3909 to schedule visit.

Spaghetti for Goretti
Sunday, Nov. 8, a fundraising evening 
for the restoration of the basilica that 
houses the relics of Saint Maria will be 
at Christ the King. Dinner at 6 p.m., 
8005 Dorset Dr. Reservations at www.
ckokc.org/spaghetti.

St. Philip Neri School’s Pray Walk Talk
Saint Philip Neri students re-

cently participated in “Pray Walk 
Talk,” an event that includes 
prayer, refl ection, exercise and 
communication.

Students heard from Angie Tom-
linson, R.N, about how to nourish 
their “mind, body and spirit.” 

Father Timothy Fuller provided 
a blessing for the students, urging 
them to challenge themselves.

“May we adjust to the physical 
challenge, but also to experience 
other things as well.” 

The three-quarter-mile jaunt to 
Kiwanis Park was led by student 
leaders, carrying a banner which 
read, “Walking Together with 
Scripture.” 

“I believe it’s important that I 
share my life’s path with the stu-
dents so that they can better un-
derstand what it takes to become 
a disciple, because, ultimately, 
we are teaching all of them to be 
disciples,” Principal Brenda Tener 
said.

Midwest City Police offi cers 
provided a safe escort at the main 
street crossing. Halfway down the 

road, Klondike, HeathCARE Ex-
press’ mascot, cheered the kids 
with high-fi ves and hugs.  

Members of Midwest City’s Fire 
Station 6 were on standby at the 
park to show off their truck and 

allow students to manage a hose 
at full-throttle.

In the park’s pavilion, the PTO 
provided water and healthy snack 
options.

Lastly, Frank Cleary, youth 

group director, led scripture re-
treats with various age groups. 

“You are unique in your own 
body,” he said. “This is the body 
God has given you. Take care of 
it.” 

Students, teachers and parent volunteers use the crosswalk at the St. Philip Neri School Pray Walk Talk event. Photos 
provided.

The walk was led by eighth graders 
[from left to right] Aubrie Lopez, Mi-
caela Borrego, Jocelyn Suarez and Joy 
Warlick.

Bottom left: First graders Rylan Nguy-
en and Ethan Barklow rest at Kiwanis 
Park.

Bottom right: Fr. Fuller blesses the 
students before they begin their walk.

The Vatican has issued a plenary indulgence for all who venerate the 
relics of Saint Maria Goretti during the Pilgrimage of Mercy tour.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “An indulgence is a remis-
sion before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has 
already been forgiven...”

The conditions for receving the indulgence are:

1. Make a sacramental Confession
2. Receive the Holy Eucharist
3. Pray for the intentions of the Holy Father, Pope Francis
4. Have the interior disposition of being detached from sin, even venial  

       sin.

For more information, go online to:
www.ewtn.com/Devotionals/mercy/general_conditions.htm.

Pilgrims can receive indulgence

At left, the offi cial document granting the indulgence to those who venerate St. 
Maria Goretti.
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Head of CRS examines today’s competitive 
environment and the role of teachers

Dr. Carolyn Woo, president and chief execu-
tive of Catholic Relief Services, visited Oklaho-
ma recently to discuss the competitive culture 
in which we live, how it effects children, and 
the role and expertise of educators in helping 
guide young people with faith.

Over a two-day session, Dr. Woo spoke to 
Catholic educators and catechists throughout 
the archdiocese, praising them as dedicated 
unsung heroes. 

While she acknowledged that competition can 
be a good way to help children discern where 
their talents lie, it often is interpreted as a de-
terrent or personal discouragement.

“If you win a medal, it doesn’t add anything 
to who you are. If you don’t win a medal, it 

doesn’t take away from who you are,” she said. 
“Sometimes it makes us competitors when we 
don’t need to be competing.”

She said children face isolation, pressure 
through social media, abuse, drugs and lack 
of community. Educators, along with the fi rst 
role models of parents, need to help students 
navigate the current culture and understand 
the love and grace of God.

“It’s always there for the asking, you just 
have to stop and recalibrate our own thinking,” 
Woo said. “God is there to help us.”

For more tips and information, go online to 
www.parentteachersupport.org (featured at 
the World Meeting of Families) or www.catho-
liceducation.org/en/marriage-and-family. For 
information about Catholic Relief Services and 
their work around the world, go online to www.
crs.org.

By Diane Clay
The Sooner Catholic

Dr. Carolyn Woo. Photo Cara Koenig.

Edmond’s Libby Medina named 2015 Religious Educator of the Year
Over the past 11 years, the Catholic Founda-

tion of Oklahoma has recognized outstanding 
educators in the archdiocese. At the Catechet-
ical Congress held this month at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, the foundation awarded the 
2015 Archbishop Paul S. Coakley Religious 
Educator of the Year Award to Elizabeth “Lib-
by” Medina, the second-grade sacramental 
preparation catechist at Saint John the Baptist 
in Edmond. 

Medina has served the parish and commu-
nity for 30 years as a catechist, member of the 
Formation Pillar Board for the parish, an RCIA 
facilitator and sponsor, a Eucharistic minister, 
a lector and many other parish activities. 

Finalist for the 2015 Religious Educator of 
the Year Award were Helen Caughlin, volunteer 
director of religious education, catechist and 
RCIA team leader at Saint Joseph in Tonkawa, 
and Kyra Childers, fi fth and sixth grade cat-

echist at Saint Joseph in 
Ada.

The award winner receives 
a $500 award and a $5,000 
grant for her parish’s reli-
gious education department. 
Finalists receive a $500 
award. 

“The Catholic Foundation 
is most honored and grate-
ful to all of the nominees 
for their great contribution 
to religious education in 
the archdiocese,” Catholic 
Foundation President Jerry 
Kelley said. “The backbone 
of our Catholic faith forma-
tion is with these volunteer 
teachers.”

From left to right: Pat Koenig, Director of RE for the archdiocese, Libby 
Medina, CFO board member Sharon Robinson, Helen Caughlin and Kyra 
Childers. Photo Cara Koenig.

Midwest City’s Monica Schmidlkofer named 2015 Catholic School Educator of the Year
At the annual Teacher’s Fall Institute held at 

the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City, 
the Catholic Foundation awarded the 2015 
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley Catholic School 
Educator of the Year Award to Monica Schmid-
lkofer.

Schmidlkofer is an eighth-grade middle 
school teacher at Saint Philip Neri Catholic 
School in Midwest City. She has spent 21 years 
teaching in Catholic schools, the past 17 have 
been at Saint Philip Neri where she has taught 
religion, science, literature and pre-algebra. 
She has served as a curriculum trainer, man-
aged technology for the school, fostered team-
work service projects, led the school’s team in 
the Future City Engineering Competition and 

serves as the school’s science fair sponsor.
 Finalists for the 2015 Catholic School Ed-

ucator of the Year Award are Robin Bailor, 
the Pre-K lead teacher at Saint Mary Catholic 
School in Guthrie, and Brian Boeckman, the-
ology teacher and campus minister at Mount 
Saint Mary Catholic High School in Oklahoma 
City.

The award winner receives a $500 award 
and her school receives a $5,000 grant from 

the Catholic Foundation and a reception in her 
honor at her school. The fi nalists also receive a 
$500 award.

“They are all excellent examples of what 
Catholic teachers should be, living examples of 
teachers as Jesus taught,” Catholic Foundation 
President Jerry Kelley said. “They are dedicated 
role models for their students and we congrat-
ulate them as they receive this honor.”

From left to right: Diane Floyd and Cris Carter, Associate Superintendent and Superintendent of Schools for the 
archdiocese, Brian Boeckman, Monica Schmidlkofer, Robin Bailor and Sharon Robinson. Photo Diane Clay.
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October

The Silver Rose will be dis-
played at the National Shrine 
of the Infant Jesus of Prague 
for seven days. It also is the 
yearly statewide pilgrimage 
day for the Knights of Colum-
bus. The parish to provide 
traditional Czech dinner after 
Mass, before Benediction. 
Contact Mike Moore, (405) 
609-9528.

The last Bingo night for 2015 
at St. James Church, 4201 
S. McKinley Ave., OKC. Food 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo 
at 6:30 p.m. All games $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in October, 
November, December. All 
players get entry for large fl at 
screen TV drawing. Contact 
Michael Zink, (405) 314-
4120.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center, C-1. Contact 
Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, tonicalvey1900@gmail.
com or visit www.SpiritOKC.
org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave. (405) 
420-2527.

Shawn Carney, a founder of 
40 Days for Life, will be at 
the Norman abortion clinic at 
Noon on Tuesday, Oct. 27. All 
are invited to come and hear 
his testimony.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave. (405) 
420-2527.

St. Charles Borromeo, 5000 
N. Grove, OKC, to host Hal-
loween Carnival, 5:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Four tickets for $1 at 
the door. Call (405) 789-0224.

Red Mass at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
5 p.m.

Catholic Singles and Friends 
Halloween dance, St. Charles 
Borromeo, N.W. 50 and 
Grove, at 7 p.m. Dance ends 

at 11 p.m. Costumes option-
al; there will be a contest. 
Snack foods welcome for 
sharing table. Contact Doro-
thy, (405) 604-4603.

November

All Saints Day

Daylight Saving Time ends.

Turkey dinner at Sts. Peter 
and Paul, Kingfi sher, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Parish Hall, 315 
S. Main. Contact (405) 375-
4616.

The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday 
of the month at St. Thomas 
More, Norman, in the library. 
To learn how Francis lived, 
plan to attend. Contact Alice 
at (405) 473-7680.

18

22

22

22

27

29

30

31

31

1

1

1

1

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Educator Service Awards 2015

Five years of service: Elizabeth Letourneau, All Saints; Alex-
ander Genheimer, Justin Jones, Mark Veneklasen, Jocelyn Perez, 
Bishop McGuinness; Jaryn Meyer, Kelli Neuenschwander, Holy 
Trinity; John Baldridge, Melanie Morris, Rebecca Lane, Mount St. 
Mary; Jaclyn Carroll, Rosary; Adriana Garza, Caitlin Schaefer, 
Sacred Heart-OKC; Melodie Smith, Beth Sprague, St. Charles 
Borromeo; Kristin Stang, St. James; Jennifer Herndon, Sarah 
Toy, Nicole Crumley, St. John Nepomuk; Tony Crispo, St. Joseph; 
Marion Sullivan, St. Mary-Guthrie; Valerie Foster, St. Mary-Law-
ton; Amanda Wohler, Sarah Hunsaker, St. Mary-Ponca City; 
Cheryl Clemons, archdiocesan education office.

Ten years of service: Julie Hagen, Bishop John Carroll; Genieve 
Pezalski, Gary Savely, Bishop McGuinness; Denise Leonard, De-
nise Phoenix, Maribeth Ward, Tricia Castro, Christ the King; Len-
da Schaefer, Holy Trinity; Rebecca Johnson, Sacred Heart-OKC; 
Valerie Lassiter, St. Charles Borromeo; Elyse Angelo, St. Charles 
Borromeo and St. John Nepomuk; Stephanie Visina, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton; Sofia Brannon, St. James; Michele Roach, Debra Niles, 
St. Mary-Guthrie; Tonja Outhier, St. Philip Neri; Angela Schmidt, 
archdiocesan education office.

Fifteen years of service: Melissa Manning, All Saints; Kelly 
Matteson, Jennifer Collins, Ray Copeland, Bishop McGuinness;  
Tanya Brown, Christ the King; John Keilty, Mark Woodward, 
Mount St. Mary; Janet Basler, Rosary; Emily Laska, Teena Dam-
ron, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; Karen Boaz, St. Eugene; Christy 
Gilbert, St. Mary-Guthrie; Diane Floyd, Sr. Diane Koorie, archdi-
ocesan education office.

Twenty years of service: Frank Lawrence, Veronica Cline, All 
Saints; Constance Dwyer, Cheri Crabtree, Christ the King; Tanya 
Norman, Sacred Heart-El Reno; Mary Smith, Joana Cama-
cho-Matthynssens, Sacred Heart-OKC; Constance Fox, St. Eugene; 
Sheila Hastings, St. James; Sue Parizek, St. John Nepomuk; Bren-
da Tener, Mary Dresel, St. Philip Neri; Sharon Alig, Sts. Peter and 
Paul; Dr. Cristiana Ritchie-Carter, Marcia Dubey, archdiocesan 
education office.

Twenty-five years of service: Scott Stevenson, Bishop McGuin-
ness; Talita DeNegri, Mount St. Mary; Nancy McCabe, St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton; Lydia Flynn, Gail Herth, St. Eugene; Amy Croom, 
St. John Nepomuk.  

Thirty-five years of service: Anne 
Hathcoat, Bishop McGuinness; Jo-
seph Sine, Mount St. Mary.  

Forty years of service: David 
Morton, Bishop McGuinness.  
Photos Diane Clay.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Yo soy fan de las películas clásicas del cine. 
Hay una escena en Dos Hombres y Un Destino 
(“Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid”) en el 
que los dos héroes forajidos (Paul Newman y 
Robert Redford) los están siguiendo a través 
de montañas y desiertos por una banda impla-
cable de representantes de la ley. A pesar de 
todos sus esfuerzos, no son capaces de sa-
cudirse de ellos. Sundance se vuelve a Butch 
y le pregunta con incredulidad, “¿Quiénes son 
esos tipos?”

Podríamos hacer la misma pregunta mien-
tras nos preparamos para celebrar la Solem-
nidad de Todos los Santos el 1 de noviembre 
¿Quiénes son estos hombres y mujeres a los 
que la Iglesia le extiende tales honores?

Los santos son los amigos de Jesús. Son 

hombres y mujeres de todas las edades y 
razas y culturas que nos recuerdan que to-
dos estamos llamados a ser amigos íntimos 
de Jesús y compartir su vida. Nos muestran 
cómo amar y servir como Jesús amó y sirvió. 
Ellos nos muestran cómo vivir nuestras vidas 
de tal manera que nosotros también podemos 
ser dignos de compartir la gloria que Nuestro 
Señor ha preparado para sus amigos en el cie-
lo. Todos estamos llamados a ser santos.

A veces les pregunto a los candidatos de 
Confi rmación cuántos de ellos se esfuerzan por 
ser santos. Pocos levantan la mano. Cuando 
le pregunto a cuántos de ellos están luchando 
para llegar al cielo, todo el mundo reconoce 
que esta es su esperanza. Les recuerdo que, 
además de Dios y los ángeles, los únicos que 
están en el cielo son los santos. No todos son 
canonizados, por supuesto. Pero al lado de 
Dios y los ángeles, los santos son los únicos 
ciudadanos del cielo. El punto aquí es que to-
dos estamos llamados a la santidad. En formas 
ordinarias y extraordinarias, incluso, estamos 
llamados a una vida de virtud que refl ejan la 
bondad, la belleza y la verdad de Jesús, que es 
nuestro modelo de lo que signifi ca ser plena-
mente humano, creado a imagen y semejanza 
de Dios.

Con la ayuda de su gracia y el buen uso de 
nuestra libertad, la santidad no está más allá 
de nuestro alcance. Es el derecho de nacimien-
to que heredamos cuando renacemos por el 
agua y el Espíritu Santo en el bautismo.

Hace unas semanas, tuve el privilegio de 
estar presente en Washington, DC, cuando 
Francisco canonizó a San Junípero Serra. Fue 
la primera canonización en los Estados Unidos. 
San Junípero Serra fue un misionero francis-
cano español del siglo 18 que caminó arriba 
y abajo de la costa de California establecien-
do misiones y proclamando el evangelio de la 
misericordia a los pueblos nativos. Él los llevó 
a Jesús.

Más cerca de casa, la causa de beatifi cación 
y canonización del hijo nativo Okarche el Padre 
Stanley Rother continúa avanzando en Roma. 

Al igual que el 
Buen Pastor a 
quien le servía, 
el Padre Rother 
dio su vida por el 
rebaño confi ado 
a su cuidado. 
Cuando la ag-
itación violenta 
amenazó su parro-
quia, a orillas del hermoso lago Atitlán en Gua-
temala y la muerte vino a llamar a la puerta, él 
se negó a huir y asegurar su propia seguridad. 
Él se mantuvo fi rme, porque el pastor no puede 
huir a la primera señal de peligro. Se negó a 
abandonar a sus ovejas, incluso a costa de su 
propia vida.

“¿Quiénes son esa gente?” Ambos fueron 
hombres ordinarios, pero la gracia de Dios y su 
fi delidad a esa gracia los transformó en testigos 
heroicos de Cristo. Los santos son nuestros 
héroes y modelos a seguir en la gran aventura 
de discipulado cristiano. Son marido y mujer, 
jóvenes, sacerdotes, religiosos y religiosas, 
viudas, personas solteras y mártires. Todos 
estamos llamados a la santidad.

La santidad no es algo artifi cial; sino que 
pone de manifi esto lo que es mejor y más 
auténtico en cada uno de nosotros. La llama-
da a la santidad es una invitación a ser lo que 
realmente somos.

“Queridos míos, desde ahora somos hijos de 
Dios, y lo que seremos no se ha manifestado 
todavía. Sabemos que cuando se manifi este, 
seremos semejantes a él, porque lo veremos tal 
cual es.”(1 Jn 3: 2). En la vida de los santos de 
todas las cualidades que ennoblecen el corazón 
humano son elevados y perfeccionados por la 
gracia divina.

“¿Quiénes son esa gente?” Los santos son los 
hombres y mujeres de todo tiempo y lugar que 
no sólo señalan el camino al cielo, sino tam-
bién nos muestran cómo establecer una autén-
tica civilización del amor y misericordia en la 
tierra.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Los Santos: “¿Quiénes son esa gente?”

Siervo de Dios Padre Stanley Rother. Foto del archivo 
de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

Concientización de la 
violencia doméstica 

Octubre es el mes de 
la concientización de la 
violencia doméstica y pone 
en frente un problema 
para muchas familias en 
Oklahoma. El resultado de 
violencia doméstica no solo 
son golpes a los adultos 
familiares o miembros de 
la familia, es aterradora y 
emocionalmente abusivo 
para los niños, que son tes-
tigos. Si sabes de alguien 
que es víctima de violencia 
doméstica animar a esa 
persona a buscar ayuda a 
través de línea segura de Oklahoma en (800) 
522-SAFE (7233).

Aparten la fecha
El 31 de octubre se celebrara una Misa Roja 

en el horario regular de la Misa de las 5 p.m. 
en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpet-
uo Socorro, de Oklahoma City. El Arzobispo 
Coakley estará presidiendo la celebración. El 
Reverendísimo Anthony Taylor, Obispo de Little 
Rock, estará dando la homilía. Habrá una re-
cepción después en el Centro Connor. La Misa 
Roja toma su nombre de los ornamentos rojos 

utilizados en la Misa, 
símbolo de las lenguas 
de fuego que descend-
ieron sobre los Apóstoles 
en Pentecostés. La Misa 
estará dedicada a la 
búsqueda de la guía del 
Espíritu Santo para to-
dos aquellos que buscan 
la justicia y ofrece la 
oportunidad de refl ex-
ionar sobre lo que los 
Católicos creen que es la 
responsabilidad de todos 
en la profesión legal.

Misa celebrando los 
Aniversarios 

El Arzobispo Coakley invita a las parejas 
casadas que estén celebrando su aniversario 
especial (25, 40, 50+) el presente año 2015 
para que asistan a una Misa Especial de 
Aniversario el domingo 8 de noviembre, a las 
3 p.m. en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del 
Perpetuo Socorro, 3214 N. Lake Ave., OKC. 
Después de la Misa habrá una recepción. 
Contacte a la Ofi cina de Vida Familiar al (405) 
721-8944.  El Arzobispo le dará su bendición y 
la comunidad local se alegrará en su ejemplo y 
compromiso al Sacramento de Matrimonio.

Peregrinación de misericordia
La Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City par-

ticipará en la Peregrinación de Misericordia 
con las reliquias de Santa María Goretti. Se 
mostrará a la veneración las reliquias de Santa 
María el 9 de noviembre en la iglesia de Cristo 
el Rey en Oklahoma City. La veneración públi-
ca durará de 9 a.m. hasta 11 p.m. El Arzobispo 
Coakley celebrará la Misa a las 7 p.m. http://
mariagoretti.com.

En breve

Un retrato de Santa María Goretti, por 
Giuseppe Brovelli Soffredini.
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Obispos sinodales bendecidos con maravillosos teólogos prácticos
Escucha la sabiduría que trasciende los grados teológicos

La mayoría de los católicos 
probablemente saben de una 
reunión importante en el Vaticano 
en Roma, algo que se llama síno-
do. En estas reuniones regulares 
se congrega una selección de los 
principales líderes de la Iglesia, 
bajo la guía del Papa, para hablar 
sobre temas de singular impor-
tancia pastoral y teológica para la 
Iglesia en el mundo.

El proceso puede ser comparado 
al de hacer salchichas. No se ve 
bonito pero el producto fi nal es, 
por lo general, algo maravilloso y 
práctico. Nos guía a un servicio 
mejor dentro del Cuerpo de Cristo, 
con mayor amor y compasión.

El tema de este sínodo es la fa-
milia. El Pontifi cio Consejo para la 
Familia hace un hermoso comen-
tario en relación con este sínodo:

“El ‘Evangelio de la Familia’ es 
la buena noticia acerca del amor 
divino, que se proclamó a los que 
viven la experiencia fundamental, 
humana y personal, de la pareja y 
de la comunión abierta al don de 
los hijos, es decir, la comunidad 
de la familia. La enseñanza de la 
Iglesia sobre el matrimonio se pre-
senta y ofrece de una forma comu-
nicativa y efi caz, para que llegue 
a los corazones y los transformen 
de acuerdo a la voluntad de Dios 
manifestado en Cristo Jesús.”

Durante el sínodo muchos teólo-
gos llegan a hacer presentaciones 
sobre diversos temas. Esta sem-
ana pasada me encontré con una 
presentación única. Los obispos 
llegaron a escuchar a una pareja 
casada hablar de su familia. Esta 
familia es una clara manifestación 
de expertos en teología práctica 
que comparten con los obispos 
en el sínodo una sabiduría que 
trasciende los grados académicos 
en teología.

Esta familia especial, de la dióce-
sis de Mumbai, India, Penélope y 
Ishwarlal Bajaj compartieron un 
testimonio de vida familiar que nos 
regresa de los candentes debates 
teológicos a un amoroso ministerio 
centrado en Cristo a las familias 
que tienen su hogar en nuestras 
parroquias.

En primer lugar permítanme 
compartir el testimonio de la seño-
ra Penélope Bajaj.

“Llevo de casada un poco más de 
38 años. En enero de 2016 serán 
39 años completos. ¡Guau! No 
puedo creerlo. Se lo debo sólo a 
la gracia de Dios y Él es la tercera 
persona que nos mantiene unidos. 
Aunque somos una pareja inter-
religiosa  e inter-comunitaria, mi 
marido hindú y yo católica, pero 
con nuestros antecedentes edu-
cativos y sociales muy similares, 
nos las arreglamos para tener una 
gran armonía en nuestra relación, 
junto con las muchas pruebas y 
sufrimientos que hemos experi-
mentado.

El éxito de un matrimonio in-
terreligiosa tiene que ser tal, que 
el cónyuge católico no se le debe 
pedir a renunciar a su fe. Mi mari-
do entendió esto antes de tomar 
la decisión de casarse conmigo. A 
cambio le di la opción de seguir su 
propia fe. Esta libertad religiosa 
hizo el camino de nuestro matri-
monio fl uido y exitoso.

Luego vino el nacimiento de 
nuestros dos hijos que me acom-
pañaron a la iglesia y donde 
asistieron a la escuela dominical, 
pero no fueron bautizados. Era 
el deseo de mi marido que tanto 
nuestros hijos se les debe per-
mitir la libertad de elegir su propia 
religión y lo acepté con un gran 
nudo en la garganta. Tenemos que 
agradecer a los muchos mentores 
que nos ayudaron en nuestra 
familia. Las diferencias de religión 
nunca fueron un obstáculo para 
nosotros, las pequeñas palabras 
mágicas como compromiso, hu-
mildad y perdón nos ayudaron a 
perder nuestro ego y vivir para el 
otro.

¿Tomaríamos las mismas deci-
siones de hoy? Por supuesto. ¡No 
hay otra manera!

¿Hay alguien aquí que sabe 
cómo realizar un matrimonio per-
fecto? Todavía estamos aprendien-
do y entendiendo nuestro matri-
monio todos los días. Si no fuera 
por la tolerancia de mi marido y su 
amor al cristianismo y mi amor y 
la comprensión dl lugar de dónde 
viene, nunca hubiéramos tenido la 
oportunidad para celebrar nues-
tras diferencias de vida e inter-co-
munitarias. Gracias a Su Santidad 
el Papa Francisco y esta distingui-
da Asamblea por inspirarnos para 
compartir con ustedes nuestras 

memorias personales de nuestra 
vida.”

Ahora permítanme compartir el 
testimonio del Sr. Ishwarlal Bajaj.

Nací en una familia hindú con 
padres con estudios superiores 
con mi madre doctora en medici-
na y mi padre un ingeniero. Mis 
padres tomaron la decisión de 
enviarme a una escuela protestan-
te, donde desde temprana edad 
asimilé valores y elementos de la 
fe cristiana novedosos y también 
profundos e inspiradores. Conocí 
a mi esposa Penélope, una católi-
ca devota  y comprometida cuya 
madre era directora de una es-
cuela y cuyo padre era un médico 
además de ser un ofi cial del ejérci-
to indio.

Ambos decidimos casarnos 
hace 38 años y no hubo mucha 
oposición de nuestras familias. Me 
di cuenta de que había diferencias 
en la religión, y ya que mi esposa 
estaba interesada en el seguimien-
to de la fe católica, yo estaba feliz 
de permitirle su libertad religiosa.

Después de un tiempo, empecé 
a asistir a la Santa Eucaristía y 
estaba lleno de admiración por su 
contenido. Me sentí a gusto con 
la homilía y que la celebración 
estuviera en un idioma, el inglés, 
con que yo estaba familiarizado. 
Entonces empecé a asistir a un 
curso de teología, titulado “manan-
tiales”, que mi esposa Penélope 
había organizado y dirigido para 
los laicos de la Arquidiócesis de 
Mumbai. A través de mi asistencia 
al programa durante siete años 
he asimilado las enseñanzas de 
Jesucristo y me metí en un pro-
fundo conocimiento y amor de las 
Escrituras. Pregunté, refl exioné y 
fi nalmente decidí bautizarme en 

nuestro aniversario de bodas de 
plata hace trece años.

Mi bautismo eleva nuestro ma-
trimonio a un nivel espiritual más 
alto, con una mejor comprensión 
de nuestra relación. Esto motivó y 
alentó a mi hijo e hija que a su vez 
decidieron a la edad de 28 y 32 a 
abrazar la fe católica, completando 
así el tejido de una familia católica 
unifi cada.”

Esto es lo que nunca debemos 
olvidar. Nuestras discusiones 
teológicas no son sólo verdades 
frías y duras que se disputan y 
discuten en un proceso de aniqui-
lar a la vista opuesta y salir vic-
torioso por haber conservado la 
integridad de la doctrina y de la 
verdad bíblica. Este no es el cami-
no. Detrás de cada punto teológico 
hay un ser humano que lucha por 
vivir, lo mejor que puede en sus 
circunstancias particulares, la vo- 
luntad de Dios, de la mejor mane-
ra que pueda entenderla en ese 
momento de su vida. Nunca debe-
mos perder de vista a las personas 
detrás de nuestras verdades.

Tal vez si nuestras discusiones 
teológicas incluirían algunas pa- 
labras claves nacidos del amor 
cristiano, como las mencionadas 
por la señora Bajaj, palabritas 
mágicas como compromiso, hu-
mildad y perdón, entonces tal vez 
el Sínodo sobre la Familia podrían 
acercarnos más, en el amor y 
servicio a tantos matrimonios y 
familias que están sufriendo, y no 
convertirse en una excusa para 
la creación de más muros para 
separar los que son llamados a 
servirles.

Gracias Sr. y la Sra. Bajaj por 
su amorosa sabiduría, más allá de 
grados académicos en teología. 

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Penny Bajaj, con su marido Ishwar, habla durante una conferencia de prensa después de la sesión de la mañana del 
sínodo. CNS/Paul Haring.
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Memorial gifts that invest in the 

future of our faith
When a loved one dies, many times the 

family asks that memorial gifts be directed to 
specific causes. Consider making the Catholic 
Church the recipient of these gifts. In many 
cases, the family adds to the obituary that in 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to a 
specific parish where the deceased worshiped 
or to a specific Catholic cause or program. In 
any case, the appropriate wording would be 
“In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to the Catholic Foundation (for the benefit of 
xxx), P.O. Box 32180, OKC 73123, or www.
cfook.org.” The Catholic Foundation main-
tains an online presence and memorials are 
added as a line item on the “donate now” 
page. The foundation has memorial self-ad-
dressed envelopes for distribution at wakes 
or funerals, if needed. Tracking the donations 
for memorials is handled by the foundation. 
Acknowledgement notes are promptly sent 
to the donors, and the family is notified of the 
gifts. For more information about memorial 
gifts, contact the Catholic Foundation office. 

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Jobs Box
Development director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Director of De-
velopment and Stewardship to 
manage the overall strategies of 
stewardship programs and com-
prehensive fund development. This 
position will direct and coordinate 
all phases of the annual giving 
appeal (ADF) and other fundrais-
ing development initiatives. The 
successful candidate must be a 
Catholic in good standing with the 
Church. Candidates are required 
to have a bachelor’s degree and 
fi ve years of experience in develop-
ment or related fi eld. Send resume 
and cover letter to Rev. William L. 
Novak, V.G., at wnovak@archokc.
org.

Director of administration
The Senior Director for Admin-

istration is responsible for the 
administration of Catholic Char-
ities’ agency programs, including 
budget, program development and 
strategic planning. The position 
provides supervision and direction 
for all administrative functions. 
Five years supervisory experience 
preferred. Applicant should have 
understanding of Catholic social 
teaching, the Catholic faith and 
traditions and their applicabili-
ty to the work of Catholic Char-
ities. Submit resumes by Oct. 
21 to: Patrick Raglow, Catholic 
Charities, 1501 N. Classen Blvd., 
OKC 73106, or e-mail praglow@
catholiccharitiesok.org.

Part-time Title I teachers 
Catapult Learning is seeking 

a part-time Oklahoma certifi ed 
teacher to provide reading and/or 
math instruction in small group 
settings in Oklahoma City. Re-
quires a bachelor’s degree and 
valid teaching certifi cate. Teach-
ing experience preferred. Apply at  
https://careers-catapult.icims.
com/jobs/3577/teacher/job.

Substitute teachers 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School, Edmond, is looking 
for substitute teachers for the 
2015-2016 school year. Experi-
ence preferred. Safe Environment 
training required. To be placed on 
the substitute list, Contact Princi-
pal Laura Gallagher, lgallagher@
stjohn-catholic.org, and complete 
an application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/fi les/
doc_download/294-teacher-
application-packet.

St. Gregory’s Abbey 
development director

St. Gregory’s Abbey, Shawnee, 
seeks experienced development 
professional to implement innova-
tive strategies to educate and in-
spire others to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of the Monks, 
their ministries and the people 
of Oklahoma. Candidates should 
have fi ve to seven years experience 
with a successful track record of 
leading fund development efforts. 
Bachelor’s degree required; mas-

ter’s degree and CRFE preferred. 
Experience with GiftWorks a plus. 
Send resume to abbot@monksok.
org or call (405) 878-5490.

St. Gregory’s University 
development associate

The associate conducts donation 
processing protocols, maintains 
donor and alumni databases, sup-
ports annual giving campaigns, co-
ordinates parish solicitations and 
helps coordinate daily operations. 
To apply, go online to www.stgreg-
orys.edu/about-us/employment.

Registrar clerk 
Part-time position at St. Grego-

ry’s University. Clerk assists regis-
trar in maintaining permanent set 
of academic records, insuring pri-
vacy and confi dentiality of records; 
maintains student records to meet 
federal and state compliance re-
quirements; performs other duties 
as assigned. To apply, go online 
to www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/
employment.

Mother’s day out
The Mother’s Day Out program 

at Christ the King serves children 
from ages 3 months to 3 years on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. If looking for a part-
time job, the program may be a 
good fi t. Safe Environment training 
and background check required. 
Contact Jenni Butch, jenni@ck-
okc.org.
HR assistant 

The human resources assistant 
reports to the Director of Human 
Resources and is responsible for 
data entry of all information into 
HRIS system, fi ling and upkeep of 
employee personnel and benefi t 
fi les. To apply, go online to www.
stgregorys.edu/about-us/employ-
ment.

Professor of criminal justice
St. Gregory’s seeks applicants 

for a tenure-track position in 
criminal justice. More information 
at www.stgregorys.edu/about-us/
employment. 

St. Gregory’s security dispatcher
Monitors alarms and video sur-

veillance systems. Acts as switch-
board operator for the university. 
Interested candidates should 
submit cover letter, resume and 
references to hr@stgregorys.edu.

Security offi cer – part-time
Knowledge of basic security and 

fi re inspection procedures; basic 
computer skills. One year expe-
rience in police or security pre-
ferred; C.L.E.E.T. certifi cation pre-
ferred. An equivalent combination 
of experience and/or education 
can be substituted for certifi ca-
tions. Current Oklahoma driver’s 
license may be required. To apply, 
go online to www.stgregorys.edu/
about-us/employment.

www.archokc.org/jobs-box
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Briefs
Jubilee pilgrimage to Rome

Join Father Rex Arnold of St. 
John Nepomuk for a pilgrimage to 
Rome, March 31 – April 8, 2016. 
The pilgrimage will take place 
during the Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy. A rich program will explore 
the great historical, cultural and 
religious sites and monuments 
of Rome along with an excursion 
to Assisi. Mass will be celebrated 
each day at unique and moving 
historical religious sites. Regis-
trations accepted through Nov. 1; 
after Nov. 1 on a space-available 
basis. Go online to www.travelil-
lume.com/trc/psd for details.

Edmond 40 Days for Life
Join in praying for an end to 

abortion. Beginning Oct. 14, a 
group will pray each day between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. in front of 
Planned Parenthood in Edmond 
on Boulevard, just south of 33rd, 
concluding on Nov. 22. Contact St. 
John, St. Monica or St. Damien in 
Edmond.

Tour Catholic Quebec
Join Fr. M. Price Oswalt, St. 

Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC, April 
3-9, 2016, on a pilgrimage to 
Catholic Canada. Visit Montreal’s 
Notre Dame Basilica, St. Joseph’s 
Oratory, and the Chapelle of Notre 
Dame de Bon Secours. Pray at 
St. Kateri’s tomb, visit Canada’s 
National Shrine to our Blessed 
Mother, St. Anne de Beaupres, 
Montmorency Falls, tour Old 
Quebec City and see the only 
Holy Door in North America in the 

Quebec Cathedral. Daily Masses, 
most dinners, and more. $1,975 
per person, includes roundtrip air 
from OKC. Canterbury Pilgrim-
ages and Tours. $450 pp deposit. 
Contact Melani Roewe at (405) 
293-2003.

Fundraiser brunch
All are invited to a fundraiser 

brunch for Sr. Sponsa Beltran’s 
children in Liberia. Sr. Sponsa is 
Archbishop Beltran’s sister. The 
brunch is Tuesday, Oct. 20, from 
10 a.m. to Noon at 1941 N.W. 17, 
OKC 73106. Donations can be 
made to JCAD Foundation.

Charismatic Retreat
Charismatic Retreat at Immac-

ulate Conception Church, 3901 
S.W. 29, OKC, Oct. 23–25. Pre-
senters include Mary Jo Webb 
and Jackie Butler. Friday retreat 
begins at 7 p.m.; Saturday retreat 
at 9 a.m.; Sunday retreat after 
morning Masses. All welcome. Call 
(405) 685-4806.

Beginning Experience
There is help for the heartache 

of separation, divorce and widow-
hood at a Beginning Experience 
Weekend. Trained team members 
who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one share their experience 
as they lead participants through 
presentations, private refl ections 
and small group sharing. The next 
Beginning Experience Weekend 
will be Oct. 23-25 at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center. To register, 
contact the Offi ce of Family Life 

at (405) 721-8944. To download 
the registration form, go online to 
www.archokc.org/offi ce-of-fami-
ly-life/home.

Project Gabriel training
Project Gabriel training will be 

Oct. 24 at 9 a.m. at Catholic Char-
ities. Project Gabriel is confi dential 
and compassionate parish-based 
ministry helping women in cri-
sis pregnancies. Mentors receive 
training through Catholic Charities 
Adoption and Pregnancy Services. 
To register for training, call (405) 
523-3012.

40 Days for Life event
Shawn Carney, a founder of 40 

Days for Life, will be at the Nor-
man abortion clinic at Noon on 
Tuesday, Oct. 27. All are invited to 
hear his testimony.

St. Charles Borromeo School 
hosts Halloween carnival

St. Charles’ 29th annual Hallow-
een carnival will be Friday, Oct. 
30, from 5:30 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
at 5000 N. Grove, between Merid-
ian and MacArthur on N.W. 50. 
The family-friendly event provides 
games, infl atables, Bingo, food and 
prizes. Kids encouraged to come in 
costume. Sponsorships available. 
Tickets at the door are four tickets 
for $1. Contact (405) 789-0224.

Turkey dinner
Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, King-

fi sher, will serve annual turkey 
dinner on Sunday, Nov. 1, from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. The dinner is served 

in the Parish Hall, 315 S. Main. 
Carry-out is available. Prices for 
the meals are adults $10 and chil-
dren ages 3-12 $5. Contact (405) 
375-4616.

All Soul’s Day
An All Soul’s Day Mass is sched-

uled for Monday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m. 
in the Resurrection Cemetery 
chapel. Archbishop Coakley will 
celebrate.

Women of the Way: Fall 2015
Women of all ages are invited 

to a monthly encounter to grow 
in prayer and discipleship. The 
meeting will be the fi rst Wednes-
day of the month from 4 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at St. James Father 
Stanley Rother House, 1229 S.W. 
41. Books to be discussed: Nov. 
4, “Fire in My Heart” by Sr. Ann 
Shields; Dec. 2, “Pray and Never 
Lose Heart” by Sr. Ann Shields. 
Contact Sr Maria, (405) 778-1107 
or srmariaofthetrinity@gmail.com.

St. Eugene gala and auction 
The fundraising event will be at 

6 p.m., Friday, Nov. 6, at the Okla-
homa History Center, 800 Nazih 
Zuhdi Dr., OKC. 

The event provides funding 
for the school, continued capital 
projects and the funds necessary 
for the Friends of Bolivia Founda-
tion to purchase medications for 
the medical mission. Tickets may 
be purchased at www.steugenes.
ejoinme.org/2015 or by calling 
(405) 820-7529.
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Synod Bishops blessed with wonderful practical theologians
Listen to wisdom beyond theological degrees 

By now, most Catholics probably 
are aware of a major gathering at 
the Vatican in Rome, something 
called a synod. These regular 
gatherings bring together a selec-
tion of key church leaders, under 
the guidance of the Pope, to speak 
on subjects of unique pastoral 
and theological importance for the 
Church in the world.

The process can be described 
as making sausage, it might not 
look pretty, but the fi nal product 
is usually some wonderful insights 
and practical pastoral advice on 
how to better serve within the 
Body of Christ with greater love 
and compassion.

The subject of this synod is the 
family. The Pontifi cal Council on 
the Family makes a beautiful com-
ment in regard to this synod:

“The ‘Gospel on the Family’ is 
the good news about divine love, 
which is proclaimed to those who 
live the fundamental, human and 
personal, experience of the couple 
and of communion open to the 
gift of children that is the commu-
nity of the family. The Church’s 
teaching on marriage is presented 
and offered a communicative and 
effective way, so that it reaches 
the hearts and transforms them 
according to the will of God mani-
fested in Christ, Jesus.” 

During the synod, many theo-
logians make presentations on 
various issues. This past week, I 
found one of the expert presenta-
tions rather unique. The bishops 
heard from a married couple about 
their family. This family is a clear 
manifestation of expert practical 
theologians who share with the 
bishops at the synod a wisdom 
that is beyond theological degrees.

This unique family from the 
Diocese of Mumbai, India, Penelo-
pe and Ishwarlal Bajaj, shared a 
witness of family life that brings us 
from the heated theological de-
bates to what it is all about, loving 
Christ-centered ministry to the 
families that make their home in 
our parishes.

First, let me 
share the witness 
from Mrs. Penelope 
Bajaj.

“I am married a 
little over 38 years. 
In January 2016, 
it will be 39 years 
complete. Wow! 
I can’t believe it 
myself. I owe it to 
God’s grace only 
and He is the 
third person that 
holds us together. 
Though we are an 
inter-faith, in-
ter-community couple, my hus-
band a Hindu and I Catholic, but 
with our educational and social 
backgrounds being very simi-
lar, we managed to have a great 
harmony in our relationship along 

with the many trials and sufferings 
we have experienced. 

The success of an inter-faith 
marriage between two people 
has to be such that the Catholic 
spouse should not be asked to give 
up his or her faith. My husband 
understood this before making the 
decision of marrying me. In return, 
I gave him the option to follow his 
own faith. This religious freedom 
made the path of our marriage 
smooth and successful. 

Then, came the birth of our two 
children, who accompanied me 
to church and attended regular 
Sunday school, but were not bap-
tized. It was my husband’s desire 
that both our children should be 
allowed the freedom of choosing 
their own religion and I accepted 
it with a very large lump in my 
throat. We have to thank the many 
mentors who helped us in our 
family. The differences of religion 
were never a deterrent to us, for 

little magic words 
like compromise, 
humility and sorry 
helped us to lose 
our ego and live for 
the other.

Would we make 
the same choices 
today? Sure. No 
other way!

Is there some-
one out here who 
knows - how a 
perfect marriage 
takes place? We 
are still learning 
and understanding 

our marriage every day. If not for 
my husband’s tolerance and love 
of Christianity and my love and 
understanding of where he comes 
from, we would never have been 
able to celebrate our life and in-

ter-community differences. Thank 
you Your Holiness Pope Francis 
and this distinguished assem-
bly for inspiring us to share our 
personal memoirs of our life with 
you.”

Now, let me share the witness 
from Mr. Ishwarlal Bajaj.

“I was born in a Hindu family 
with highly educated parents; my 
mother being a doctor of medi-
cine and my father an engineer. 
My parents made the decision 
of sending me to a protestant 
school where from an early age I 
assimilated Christian values and 
elements of the faith, which was 
novel but also deep and inspiring. 
I met my wife Penelope, a devout 
and committed Catholic whose 
mother was a principal of a school 
and whose father was a doctor of 
medicine too and an offi cer in the 
Indian Army.

We both decided to get married 
38 years ago with not much oppo-
sition from our families. I realized 
there were differences in religion, 
and since my wife was keen in 
following the Catholic faith, I was 
happy to allow her - her religious 
freedom.

After a while, I began attending 
the Holy Eucharist and was full 
of admiration at its contents. I felt 
at ease with the homily and the 
celebration being in a language - 
English I was familiar with. I then 
began attending a theology course, 
entitled “Wellsprings,” which my 
wife Penelope organized and con-
ducted for the laity of the Archdi-
ocese of Mumbai. Through my at-
tendance of the program for seven 
years I assimilated the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and got into a deep 
understanding and love of Scrip-
ture. I questioned, I pondered and 
fi nally decided to get baptized on 

our silver wedding anniversary, 13 
years ago.

My Baptism elevated our mar-
riage to a higher spiritual level 
with a much better understanding 
of our relationship with one an-
other. This motivated and encour-
aged my son and daughter who 
themselves decided at the ages of 
28 and 32 to embrace the Catholic 
faith, thus completing the fabric of 
a unifi ed Catholic family.”

This is what we must never 
forget. Our theological discus-
sions are not just cold hard truths 
that are fought over and argued 
about in a process to annihilate 
the opposed view and come out 
victorious for having preserved the 
integrity of doctrine and biblical 
truth. This is not the path. Behind 
every theological point there is a 
human struggling to live, as best 
they can in their own particular 
circumstances, the will of God, 
as best as they can understand it 
at that moment of their lives. We 
must never lose sight of the people 
behind our truths.

Maybe if our theological dis-
cussions would include some 
key words born out of Christian 
love, like the one’s mentioned by 
Mrs. Bajaj, little magic words like 
compromise, humility and re-
morse, then maybe the Synod on 
the Family could bring us closer 
together, in loving service to so 
many marriages and families that 
are suffering; and not become an 
excuse for creating more walls to 
separate those who are called to 
minister to them.

Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Bajaj 
for your loving wisdom, beyond 
theological degrees. 

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Penny Bajaj, accompanied by her husband Ishwar, speaks during a press briefing after the morning session of the Synod of Bish-
ops on the family. The couple from Mumbai, India, are observers at the synod. CNS/Paul Haring.

Follow the 2015 
Synod on the 
Family
Vatican website: 
http://w2.vati-
can.va/content/
vatican/en.html
EWTN: www.
ewtn.com


