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Go Make Disciples

Christ the King’s Karen Carter named Distinguished Principal 

Principal Karen Carter of Christ 
the King School in Oklahoma City 
has won the National Catholic 
Educational Association’s Distin-
guished Principal Award for Region 
X. The award will be presented 
at a banquet during the NCEA 
Convention in Pittsburgh in April 
2014. Though she did not expect 
to receive the award, her col-
leagues and the students at Christ 
the King were not surprised. Those 
who know her best say that her 
generosity in time and talent is 
inspirational.

Fully Rely on God
At fi rst, Mrs. Carter did not 

want a career in education. “Both 
my mother and my sister were 
teachers, so I didn’t want to be,” 
said Mrs. Carter.  “I worked for 10 
years at Children’s Mercy Hospi-
tal (Kansas City) in Dietetics, but 
I missed seeing the children after 
they left the hospital. So I went 
into education to spend more time 
with them.”

“I have taught every grade 
except kindergarten, but mostly 
I’ve taught science to grades fi ve 
through eight,” said Mrs. Carter. 
“I fi rst taught in the Diocese of 
Jefferson City, Mo.… I fi rst be-
came principal there and when 
we moved to Oklahoma in 2001, 
I taught fi fth grade for a year at 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton be-
fore becoming principal at Rosary 
School.   I was a principal at Saint 
Patrick’s in Wichita, Kan. before 
returning to Oklahoma and Christ 
the King.”

The Carter family was always 
busy, but never as much as in the 
last few years.

“Since I already had a family 
before I became a teacher, our 
four children grew up with Mom 

watching over them in elementa-
ry school and my husband, Tom, 
teaching them in high school,” 
said Mrs. Carter.  “The biggest 
challenge when Mr. Carter decided 
to become a deacon was the com-
mitment to four years, giving one 
weekend a month for the training. 
I’m not sure we could have done 
that with young children.” Mr. 
Carter was ordained to the perma-
nent diaconate in Oct. 2013.

Mrs. Carter is well known for her 
motto that helps her to fulfi ll her 
many responsibilities.

“It has become my mantra to 
F.R.O.G. Fully Rely On God,” said 
Mrs. Carter, mentioning that she 
has many frogs in her offi ce that 
remind her of this message. “I use 
that with others and try to live it 
myself.  [It’s] so simple, yet not 
that easy.”

Though there are hard days 
when students or teachers are 
struggling, Mrs. Carter truly en-
joys her work.

“I love that no two days are the 
same. I love visiting classrooms, 
seeing students at Church, in 
the halls, at recess or at sporting 
events,” she said.

“Christ the King has a very 
professional, dedicated faculty 
and staff.  I am blessed with two 
amazing assistants, Amy Feighny 
and Robert Crump.  Best of all 
though, is the blessing of a sup-
portive, active pastor who worries 
about everything so I don’t have 
to!  Father Rick Stansberry is why 
I came to Christ the King and a 
big part of why I have stayed,” said 
Mrs. Carter.

Stocking caps
A winter cold did not keep Mrs. 

Carter from knitting 60 stocking 
caps. “Every year for Christmas, 
Karen makes handmade items for 
the entire staff,” said Mrs. Blake 
Pereyra, third grade teacher.  
“Some of these items include hot 
pads with our names embroidered 
on them, needlepoint pictures, 
scarves and most recently, knit 
hats…The only thing she ever asks 
for in return are our prayers,” said 
Pereyra.

The assistant principal at Christ 
the King, Amy Feighny, has wit-
nessed Mrs. Carter’s care for the 
students. “Karen Carter is such a 
visible presence in the building,” 
she said. “She is constantly in and 
out of classrooms overseeing both 
the learning that is taking place 
and the actions of the students.”

Patrick Williams, an eighth-grad-
er, wasn’t surprised to hear that 
Mrs. Carter was being recognized. 
“Mrs. Carter doesn’t lock herself 
away in the offi ce,” he said. “She 
speaks her mind, and takes charge 
when she needs to.”

Father Stansberry was extremely 
appreciative of Mrs. Carter’s ser-
vice. He revealed that she is a good 
example not only to the school, 
but to her family as well. “Her 
husband Tom was just ordained a 
permanent deacon, her son Patrick 
a transitional deacon and all of her 
children are faithful, active Cath-
olics. That speaks volumes of her 
infl uence,” he said.

“I have worked with her for 10 
years, four at Rosary and six here 
at Christ the King,” he said.  “I 
know I can say without a doubt I 
am a better priest because of her 
inspirational way of life.”

Mrs. Carter admits that she 
cried when she heard she had won 
the award. “It has been a chal-
lenging fall for our family, with my 
husband’s recent cancer diagno-
sis. Yet through it all we have seen 
so many blessings and this is cer-
tainly a big one. God is so good!” 
she said.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer 
for the Sooner Catholic and the ed-
itor of the Sooner Catholic enews-
letter.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Karen Carter with the fi rst grade class at Christ the King school.

A few of the FROGs in Carter’s offi ce.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

In his New Year’s mes-
sage, Pope Francis urges 
the faithful to spend their 
time on others. Read more 
at soonercatholic.com.

Courts give some 
last-minute relief from 
the HHS contraceptive 
mandate: The Supreme 
Court issued a temporary 
injunction protecting the 
Little Sisters of the Poor. 
Read more at soonercatho-
lic.com.

 Spring 2014 Pastoral 
Ministry courses begin 
this month.  Offerings 
include all of the following: 
“The Creeds and Faith,” 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesdays beginning Jan. 
21; “Theology of Church,” 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Thursdays, beginning 
Jan. 23; and “Beliefs and 
Believers,” from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Mondays, begin-
ning Jan. 27. Visit http://
archokc.org/offi ce-of-pas-
toral-ministry/home for 
more information.

 Fellowship opportu-
nities across the archdio-
cese include bingo nights 
and Fifth Friday Fish 
Fries. For schedules and 
more information, visit 
http://archokc.org/briefs. 

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Jan. 8 – Jan. 17 – Middle East Tour with Catholic Relief Services
Jan. 18 – Martin Luther King Mass combined with Pilgrim Mass for March for Life Pilgrims, 5 p.m., Corpus 
Christi Church, Oklahoma City
Jan. 19 – Mass for Filipino Feast of Señor Santo Niño, 4 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Okla-
homa City
Jan. 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 22 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Saint Joseph School, Enid
Jan. 23 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Holy Trinity School, Okarche
Jan. 24 – Crisis in the Family Panel Discussion, 10 a.m., Oklahoma State Capitol
Jan. 24 – Music Heals the Heart Benefi t Concert for Father Roberto Quant Scholarship Fund, 7 p.m., Saint 
James Church

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I love our Catholic Schools.  They make me very 
proud of this archdiocese.   Every year, I look forward 
to the opportunity to visit each of our schools.  In this 
issue of the Sooner Catholic, we want to share some 
of the reasons why we are so proud of our schools.  
In anticipation of Catholic Schools Week (Jan. 26 
through Feb. 1), you will fi nd a special insert in the 
following pages celebrating our Catholic schools as 
communities of faith, knowledge and service.  This 
annual observance provides an opportunity to affi rm, 
to promote and to renew our commitment to the im-
portant mission of Catholic education. 

The Church in the United States is blessed with 
the strongest networks of Catholic schools anywhere 
in the world.  In addition to the many fi ne schools 
founded and staffed by religious congregations, our 
system of parish schools in archdioceses and dioces-
es across the country is without equal.  

Catholic schools are very much a part of the unique 
history of the Church in the United States.   Signifi -
cantly, the fi rst American-born saint, Saint Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, established the fi rst parish school in the 
United States.   It was Saint John Neumann, the fi rst 
American bishop to be canonized, who established 
the fi rst diocesan school system and laid the founda-
tion for a legacy of Catholic education that endures to 
our day. 

The strength of our Catholic schools is a testimony 
to our ancestors’ determination and commitment to 
hand on their Catholic faith.  The cultural climate of 
those times was often hostile to Catholics, especially 
immigrant Catholics.  They recognized that, in addi-
tion to providing an excellent education for their chil-
dren, Catholic schools also provided a way for them 
to transmit their most important values, customs and 
beliefs to the next generation.  Then and now, the 
fi rst and foremost mission of Catholic schools is the 
transmission of faith through an integrated educa-
tion and formation of the whole person.  Catholic 
schools exist to form disciples of Jesus Christ who 
are prepared live their faith and fulfi ll their mission in 
service to Church, family and society.  Good Cath-

olics make good citi-
zens.  It has always been 
so.  Catholic schools are 
unsurpassed as commu-
nities of faith, knowledge 
and service to others.  

It has never been easy 
to maintain our Catholic 
schools.  They have fl our-
ished because of the shared commitment of parents, 
religious congregations of women and men and, of 
course, parish priests and parishioners.  In later 
years dedicated lay faculty and staff have contrib-
uted their own tremendous energy and talents.  All 
shared the conviction that Catholic schools are worth 
the sacrifi ce.  They are a good investment.  Catholic 
education offers an irreplaceable service to parents in 
providing for the education, especially the religious 
education, of their children.  

Directly or indirectly, all of us benefi t from Catholic 
schools.  In order to guarantee that Catholic educa-
tion is available in our archdiocese for future gener-
ations we have to accept our shared responsibility 
for preserving and strengthening the legacy which we 
have received from those who came before us.  We are 
the benefi ciaries of the sacrifi ces of others.  And we 
have to be mindful of those who will come after us.  

Parents of today’s Catholic school children cannot 
be left to shoulder the full cost of Catholic education 
alone.  For most families it would be simply out of 
reach.  Catholic schools cannot be only for the privi-
leged few who can afford them.  Our Catholic schools 
have fl ourished because Catholics have recognized 
and accepted that what are required are a shared 
commitment and a shared sacrifi ce.   The future 
depends on our ability to sustain this spirit of stew-
ardship.

If we can match the creativity and stewardship that 
characterized our forebears’ dedication and support 
of Catholic schools, then the future of Catholic edu-
cation in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is truly 
bright.  It is our turn now.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Catholic schools: Communities 
of faith, knowledge and service
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The brainchild of two local Catholics, the annual Rose 
Day Rally now attracts thousands of pro-life voters

OKLAHOMA CITY  — Thousands 
of pro-life supporters will merge 
on the State Capitol Feb. 5, 2014, 
for the annual Rose Day Rally to 
support life.

The Rose Day Rally provides 
voters with an opportunity to 
show support for pro-life legisla-
tion to their state representative, 
state senator, lieutenant governor 
and governor simply by handing 
them roses and voicing support 
for pro-life positions. At the end of 
the day, vases will be overfl owing 
with pro-life roses in the offi ces of 
legislators.

Participants often bring extra 
roses for representatives and 
senators whose constituents are 
too far away to attend the annual 
rally.

The event will start with regis-
tration on the fourth fl oor of the 
Oklahoma State Capitol, with rose 
distribution from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. The morning concludes 
with a pro-life rally in the House 
Chamber at 11:45 a.m.

The rally will feature a keynote 
address from Dr. 
Russell D. Moore, 
president of the 
Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commis-
sion, the Southern 
Baptist Conven-
tion’s offi cial 
entity assigned 
to address social, 
moral and ethical concerns.

A widely-sought cultural com-
mentator, Dr. Moore speaks 

frequently to issues of theology, 
culture and public policy, having 
been quoted or published by many 
of the nation’s leading news agen-
cies and periodicals—including 
the New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, Washington Post, Chi-
cago Tribune, USA Today and the 
Associated Press.

Rose Day was started in Okla-
homa by two Catholic moms who 
could not make it to the annual 
March for Life in Washington D.C. 
because they had small children 
at home. They decided to walk the 
halls of the State Capitol on the 
same day as the March and hand 
out roses in support of pro-life 
efforts in our state.

Dozens of years later, the halls 
of the State Capital on Rose Day 
are fi lled with pro-lifers; mothers, 
fathers, grandparents, schoolchil-
dren and even a few infants are 
usually in attendance.

After a few years, the founders 
of Rose Day enlisted help with 
running Rose Day. Today, a com-
mittee works together to plan the 
event. Becky Van Pool, director of 
parish outreach at Catholic Char-
ities of Oklahoma City, sits on the 
Rose Day board. 

“Catholics should attend Rose 
Day to join with people of faith 
to profess the humanity of the 
unborn child and to call upon the 
community to protect and care 
for the unborn and their mothers.  
We are the voice for those who 
cannot speak for themselves,” said 
Van Pool.

Cara Koenig is the photographer 
and special projects editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

 Wednesday, February 5, 2014
Attendance Goal: 2,000
Church Goal:

www.bgco.org/RoseDay

Bring red roses to give to your state representative, state senator, lieutenant 
governor and governor. For more information or to find out who your 
legislators are, visit www.bgco.org/RoseDay.

Join us on the 4th floor of the Oklahoma State Capitol
on Wednesday morning, February 5, 2014.
Rose Distribution: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Pro-Life Rally, House Chamber: 11:45 a.m.Dr. Russell D. 

Moore

Annual March for Life seeks to end legalized abortion
On Jan. 22, thousands will walk in the an-

nual March for Life in Washington, D.C. In the 
Catholic Church, this day is known as the Day of 
Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Chil-
dren.

According to the event website, www.marchfor-
life.org, “the March for Life began in Washington, 
D.C., as a small demonstration and rapidly grew 
to be the largest pro-life event in the world.  The 
peaceful demonstration that has followed on the 
somber anniversary of Roe v. Wade every year 
since 1973 is a witness to the truth concerning 
the greatest human rights violation of our time, 
legalized abortion on demand.” An estimated 55 
million babies have been aborted since Roe v. 
Wade.

The March starts on the National Mall and 
ends in front of the Supreme Court. Marchers 
are encouraged to visit their state representa-
tives in the House and Senate, as Oklahomans 
do at the state Capitol on Rose Day in February. 
Marchers hope their lawmakers will work toward 
an end to abortion.

Although half a million marchers have shown 
up in the last few years, the March for Life re-
ceived little coverage from secular media outlets. 
Many have criticized this omission of a newswor-
thy event, seeing in it a bias against the pro-life 
movement. In fact, the latest edition of the “Asso-
ciated Press Stylebook” directs reporters to “use 
anti-abortion instead of pro-life and pro-abortion 

rights instead of pro-abortion or pro-choice.”
In 2013, the 40th anniversary of the Supreme 

Court decision, approximately 650,000 pro-life 
men and women marched. High school youth 
groups, college students, babies and the elderly, 
priests and bishops – including Archbishop Paul 
Coakley – braved the cold to show their support 

for life.
Although the Day of Prayer falls during the 

liturgical season of Ordinary Time, priests may 
celebrate Mass with white or violet vestments. 
This marks Jan. 22 as a day not just of prayer, 
but “penance for violations to the dignity of the 
human person committed through acts of abor-
tion” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 
no. 373).

Last year about 225 Oklahoma Catholics 
joined the March. This year, youth from Saint 
Benedict Church in Shawnee and Holy Family 
Church in Lawton will join Catholics from the 
Diocese of Tulsa to participate in the March.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, a Sancti-
ty of Life Mass will be celebrated at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help to pray for the 
unborn. Father William Novak, V.G. will preside 
at the Mass on Jan. 15.

The March for Life is a non-denominational 
secular event, but Catholics have been at the 
forefront of the movement due to the Church’s 
teaching on the sacred dignity of every human 
life. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teach-
es, “Human life must be respected and protected 
absolutely from the moment of conception. From 
the fi rst moment of his existence, a human being 
must be recognized as having the rights of a per-
son – among which is the inviolable right of every 
innocent being to life” (2270).

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and the editor of the Sooner Catholic 
enewsletter.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

David Halfmann, 17, of St. Louis, stands with a pro-life sign 
on the National Mall during the March for Life rally in Wash-
ington Jan. 25, 2013.  (CNS photo/Daniel Sone)
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The poorest of the poor challenge conscience
Pope Francis has ignited a useful 

and necessary conversation about 
our responsibilities to the poorest 
of the poor–those who some may be 
tempted to write out of the script 
of history as hopeless cases. That 
conversation would be enhanced if 
participants in it took a close look 
at Paul Collier’s suggestive book, 
The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest 
Countries Are Failing and What Can 
Be Done About It (Oxford University 
Press). 

Collier shares the Holy Father’s 
passion for the well-being of the 
poorest of the poor. As he wrote, “I 
have a little boy who is six. I do not 
want him to grow up in a world with 
a vast running sore–a billion people 
stuck in desperate conditions along-
side unprecedented prosperity.” The 
poorest of the poor–the “bottom bil-
lion,” in Collier’s trenchant phrase–
should be a challenge to everyone’s 
conscience.

Meeting that challenge means 
getting the facts straight, both about 
our current circumstances and the 
best means of fostering prosperity. 

As for our current circumstanc-
es, Collier’s book was published in 
2007, before fi nancial dislocations 
shook the world economy, but the 
basic picture he drew remains valid: 
There are some 7 billion people on 
Planet Earth; 1 billion or more of 
us enjoy unprecedented material 
prosperity; another 5 billion or so 
are en route to prosperity, although 
at different rates and to different 
degrees; and then there are Pope 
Francis’s “peripheries,” the “bottom 
billion,” who live in the 21st century 
as a matter of chronology but whose 
reality, Collier wrote, is “the 14th 
century: civil war, plague, igno-

rance.” On Collier’s reading of the 
data, most of the world’s poor are in 
fact getting not-poor (think of China 
and India), but the poorest of the 
poor (think large swaths of Africa) 
are sliding down a slippery slope to 
whatever lies beyond destitution.

The question, as ever, is: why?
The poor who are getting not-poor 

have, in the main, been incorporat-
ed into global systems of production 
and exchange: sometimes roughly, 
to be sure, and often unevenly, but 
where economic growth lifts large 
numbers of people out of poverty, 
that growth comes from being part 
of a global market, not from any 
other source. By contrast, the poor-
est of the poor, the outliers of the 
“bottom billion,” are disconnected: 
disconnected from the global econo-
my and disconnected from the skills 
and habits necessary to participate 
in what has become a world market. 

And why is that? Collier, who 
studied the varying impacts of de-
velopment assistance at the World 
Bank before teaching economics at 
Oxford, lists four “traps” that hold 
the “bottom billion” down. There 
is the “natural resource trap,” in 
which oil, minerals, or other mar-
ketable resources make a few 
oligarchs and politicians rich but 
defl ect a country’s attention from 
pursuing the human and material 
infrastructure of genuine economic 
development. There is the “con-
fl ict trap,” in which countries are 
destroyed, economically, by civil 
wars and/or genocides. There is 
the “bad governance trap,” in which 
corruption and misgovernance 
waste development aid and make it 
impossible for investment to fl our-
ish (given what amounts to endemic 

lawlessness). And 
there is the curse 
of geography, by 
which landlocked 
countries in a bad 
neighborhood fi nd 
their commerce and 
communications 
strangled. 

All of which 
suggests that John 
Paul II was right when he proposed 
that the poorest of the poor suffered 
most from marginalization: from 
being trapped outside the networks 
where human economic creativity 
fl ourishes, wealth is created, and 
the poor become not-poor.

Providing effective assistance to 
the “bottom billion” is neither simple 
nor easy, but it is morally imper-
ative. If getting countries not-poor 
were just a matter of money, the 
vast sums that have been spent 
on development assistance since 
the era of de-colonization would 
have done the job. But the job has 
manifestly not been done. That is no 
reason to abandon development aid. 
The challenge is to deploy develop-
ment aid, and other instruments of 
foreign policy, more intelligently and 
strategically, providing immediate 
assistance to the desperate while 
helping build public cultures that 
can sustain productivity, exchange, 
and prosperity. 

George Weigel is Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washington, 
D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed 
by the Denver Catholic Register, the 
offi cial newspaper of the Archdiocese 
of Denver.

Of a New Year’s resolution
We say it every Sunday, sometimes twice!  Christ 

is coming back.  You may not have noticed, but the 
Church spent the season of Advent and Christmas di-
recting our gaze to a future horizon, when Christ will 
come at the end of time—His “Second Coming.”  Are 
you looking forward to that?

As I was praying about my New Year’s resolution, 
the thought occurred to me: What if I knew that 
Jesus were coming back next year?   (I don’t have an 
inside track on this, by the way.)  We know that he 
is coming back.  So, theoretically—what if he were 
coming soon?  What would we have to do to get ready, 
and to make sure that our 
world is ready?  If I knew Je-
sus was coming back, what 
might my New Year’s resolu-
tion look like?

Jesus told us that some 
people will be caught off 
guard—they will not be 
ready, and their lack of 
readiness spells disaster.  
Matthew’s Gospel gives us 
several examples:

For as were the days of 
Noah, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
fl ood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 
the ark, and they were unaware until the fl ood came 
and swept them all away, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man.  […] Therefore, stay awake, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into.  
Therefore you also must be ready, for 
the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.

There is an urgency about the com-
ing of Jesus—be ready!!  Saint John’s 
Gospel is likewise urgent:

Very truly, I tell you, the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of 

God, and those who hear will 
live. […] Do not be aston-
ished at this; for the hour 
is coming when all who are 
in their graves will hear his 
voice and will come out—
those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, 
and those who have done 
evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation.

If I suspected that Jesus 
was coming back next year, 
I wouldn’t be caught off 

guard, and I’d make sure my friends were not caught 
off guard either.  I wouldn’t tell them this to scare 
them—rather, I want them to look forward to meeting 
Jesus and experiencing the resurrection.  If we are 
prepared, we have a lot to look forward to!

So, as I look forward to Jesus’ second coming, my 
new year’s resolution is this: help people to be ready.  
Maybe I’ll get involved in the New Evangelization this 
year!

By Carole 
Brown

By George 
Weigel
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Guard faith with ‘spiritual cunning,’ says pope 
VATICAN CITY — Christians 

should go out into the world to fol-
low God but use “holy cunning” to 
guard against the snares of temp-
tation, Pope Francis said. 

The pope made the remarks at 
a Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 
6 on the feast of the Epiphany, 
which marks the manifestation of 
Jesus as savior to the world. 

In his homily, the pope said that 
life is a journey, and like the three 
Wise Men, or Magi, people are 
looking for the “fullness of truth 
and of love which we Christians 
recognize in Jesus, the light of the 
world.” 

Jesus is found by reading the 
world of God’s creation and the 
sacred Scripture, which nourishes 
the soul and “enables us to en-
counter the living Jesus, to expe-
rience him and his love,” the pope 
said. 

On life’s journey, we need to be 
“attentive, alert and listen to God 
who speaks to us,” and be pre-
pared when we encounter “dark-
ness, suspicion, fear and jealou-
sy.” 

This happened to the Magi when 
they briefl y lost sight of the star 
to Bethlehem and passed through 
Jerusalem where they encountered 
King Herod, who was “distrustful 
and preoccupied with the birth of 
a frail child whom he thought of as 
a rival,” the pope said. 

Jesus wasn’t interested in 
usurping the king, “a wretched 
puppet,” the pope said, but in 
overthrowing the devil. 

Nonetheless, the king and his 
counselors felt threatened and 
feared “a whole world built on 

power, on success, on possession, 
on corruption was being thrown 
into crisis by a child,” the pope 
said. 

“The Magi were able to overcome 
that dangerous moment of dark-
ness before Herod, because they 
believed in the Scriptures,” and 
believed the Messiah would be 
born in Bethlehem, he said. 

They were able to fl ee the dark-
ness and resume their journey 
toward God because of a “holy 
cunning, that is, a spiritual 
shrewdness which enables us to 
recognize danger and to avoid it.” 

Pope Francis said Jesus’ instruc-
tion to his disciples to “be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves” 
means Christians must welcome 
God into their hearts and “culti-
vate that spiritual cunning which 
is able to combine simplicity with 
astuteness.” 

The Magi “teach us how not to 
fall into the snares of darkness 
and how to defend ourselves from 
the shadows which seek to envelop 
our life,” the pope said. 

Like the Magi, we need to “safe-
guard the faith with holy cunning, 
guard it from that darkness which, 
many times, is also disguised as 
light,” he said. 

“Shield it from the song of the 
Sirens,” who seek to distract us 
from taking the right path, guard-
ing one’s faith “with prayer, with 
love, with charity.” 

The Magi also teach us “not to 
be content with a life of medioc-
rity, of playing it safe, but to let 
ourselves be attracted always by 
what is good, true and beautiful — 
by God,” he said. 

Look to the heavens as they did, 
aim high and “follow the great de-
sires of our heart” while also being 

wise to the deception of appear-
ances, by what the “world consid-
ers great, wise and powerful.” 

“We must not be content with 
appearances,” but press on, past 
the darkness and worldly temp-
tations, to the periphery, to Beth-
lehem, to fi nd the true light and 
king of the universe, the pope 
said. 

After the Mass, tens of thou-
sands of people streamed to St. 
Peter’s Square to listen to the 
pope’s noon prayer and to visit the 
Vatican’s Nativity scene. 

Like the star that appeared in 
the night sky over Bethlehem, God 
is the fi rst to appear and signal to 
the world his presence, the pope 
said. 

God is always the fi rst to take 
the initiative — he is the one who 
invites and then patiently waits. 

“The Lord calls you, the Lord 
looks for you, the Lord waits for 
you,” the pope said. “The Lord 
doesn’t proselytize. He gives love 
and this love looks for you and 
waits for you, you! Even if right 
now you don’t believe or you are 
far” from God. 

The pope noted Jan. 6 marked 
World Day of Missionary Child-
hood, and he praised the efforts by 
Christian children to spread the 
Gospel and reach out to the less 
fortunate. 

The pope also extended a Christ-
mas greeting to Eastern Christians 
who follow the Julian calendar 
and were preparing to celebrate 
the birth of Christ Jan. 7. 

He asked that Jesus “strength-
en in everyone their faith, hope 
and love, and give comfort to the 
Christian communities experienc-
ing ordeals.” 

By Carol Glatz  
Catholic News Service 

A woman dressed as a character from a Nativity scene puts a lamb around the neck of 
Pope Francis as he arrives to visit the Church of St. Alfonso Maria dei Liguori in Rome 
Jan. 6. (CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters)

Catholic agencies’ advance plans keep services going in nasty weather 

WASHINGTON — With a huge 
swath of the United States — from 
the upper Midwest to the Atlantic 
Seaboard — alternating between 
one-two punches of cold and snow-
storms, everybody’s talking about 
the weather. 

Catholic service providers are do-
ing something about the increased 
need for emergency services that 
such weather brings. 

Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Baltimore works with 
Baltimore city authorities to keep 
people warm when a “code blue” is 
announced. 

Mary Anne O’Donnell, its director 
of community services, said she got 
the code-blue call early in the after-
noon of Jan. 5. That activates con-
tingency plans to keep My Sister’s 
Place shelter and Our Daily Bread 
employment center and feeding 
program running. 

It involves having some person-
nel pack overnight gear and stay 
on site.  “We try to bring in some 
people who might be able to work 
additional hours, some extra vol-
unteers, some central staff who can 
work at our shelter site,” O’Donnell 
said. 

As a result, My Sister’s Place and 
Our Daily Bread haven’t closed 
due to weather in 31 years. This 
includes the “snowmageddon” of 
2010. O’Donnell, an 18-year em-
ployee of Catholic Charities, knows; 
her fi rst day of work was Jan. 8, 
1996, the fi rst weekday after a 
weekend storm blanketed much of 
the East Coast with 16 inches of 
snow. 

In Detroit, the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen has served meals for more 
than 80 years. On a typical day, it 
serves 2,000 meals — breakfast, 
lunch and dinner — at two sites on 
the city’s near east side. 

The numbers were down Jan. 
6, according to Capuchin Brother 
Jerry Smith, who directs the soup 
kitchens, “but it’s signifi cant to me 
that we have people at all. They are 
pretty much that desperate.” Ten to 
12 inches fell Jan. 5 in the Detroit 
area, while temperatures nose-
dived overnight. The forecast Jan. 6 
high for the city was 9; the expected 
low, 10 below zero. 

“I was afraid our staff couldn’t 
get in. We start work at six in the 
morning,” Brother Smith said. “At 
both our locations, people said, 
‘People are hungry, we’ve got to get 
in here.’” 

Because of the frigid tempera-

tures, “we allow people to remain in 
the building. The hard part is clos-
ing time, 4:30,” when he has to ask 
the homeless to leave, “and I hate 
doing that,” Brother Smith said. 

“The snow can be inconvenient, 
but the cold weather is life-threat-
ening. They’re living in abandoned 
houses. They’re out on the street,” 
he added. The projected wind chill 
for Detroit on Jan. 7, he said, was 
40 below zero. 

In Macomb County, Mich., a sub-
urban county just north of Detroit, 
30 Catholic churches are part of a 
90-church consortium called the 
Macomb County Rotating Emergen-
cy Shelter Team. They take turns 
hosting 30-60 homeless visitors at 
a time. An estimated 1,100 resi-
dents of the county are homeless, 
according to executive director April 
Fidler. 

“When the weather’s like this, the 
churches will allow our guests to 
stay in all day long, or our doors 
are open all day long, so they’re not 
out in the frostbit cold,” Fidler said. 

“We usually consider it (a con-
tingency plan) a day or two in 
advance,” Fidler told Catholic News 
Service Jan. 6, but “last week our 
staff started preparing for this. We 
hope sometimes it (bad weather) 
takes a turn and misses us, but 

this time it didn’t.” 
Immaculate Conception Church 

in downtown Fort Smith, Ark., was 
opening its doors to the homeless 
Jan. 6 because of the cold weather, 
with a forecast low of 10 degrees. 
Parish volunteers were to provide 
dinner in the evening and breakfast 
in morning. 

Catholic Charities agencies in La-
Crosse, Wis., and Minneapolis run 
daytime drop-in centers to provide 
a safe haven during the day for 
homeless folks whose night shelter 
isn’t open during the day, according 
to Patricia Cole, a spokeswoman for 
Catholic Charities USA. 

Cole said Catholic Charities in 
the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, 
Pa., offers two programs to help 
residents get through the winter. 
One is a winter heating assistance 
program that delivers heating oil, 
wood, coal, propane or kerosene to 
households that have run out of 
funds through a low-income as-
sistance program or which did not 
qualify in the fi rst place. 

A community “fuel bank” operates 
out of Catholic Charities’ offi ce in 
Bellefonte, Pa. The other program 
provides shelter for individuals and 
families in Johnstown in a hotel, 
while Catholic Charities’ own shel-
ter is being readied for occupancy. 

By Mark Pattison  
Catholic News Service 
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 16 part in a 24-part series to introduce the 
seminarians of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to 
the people they will one day serve as priests.

Edwin Nalagan Jr.

1. What is your home parish?   Catholic Church of 
Saint Eugene – Oklahoma City

2. What seminary do you attend?  Saint Meinrad Seminary and School 
of Theology

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be ordained a priest?  2017

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought that God might be calling 
you to the priesthood? Initially, I was 16 years old when I started to 
consider becoming a priest, but I was not one of those brave, enlight-
ened young men who had the courage to enter seminary after high 
school.  It took me 29 more years to “discern” answering God’s call af-
ter a career in health care administration. I fi nally applied to become 
a seminarian for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City at the age of 45.

5. What is your favorite subject in the seminary?  Biblical Studies and 
Church History.

6. Describe your typical day.  I am an early riser.  I am awake by 4:30 
a.m. and start the day by praying the Invitatory.  If I do not have any 
homework to fi nish before class, I usually run on the treadmill for 30 
minutes.  We have Morning Prayer at 8:00 a.m., classes from 8:30 
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. Mass is 11:30 a.m. every day except on Sunday 
mornings, when it is at 10:30 a.m.  I have afternoons free until 4:00 
p.m. for Schola practice or my ministry assignment on Wednesday.  
Otherwise, at 5:00 p.m. we have communal Evening Prayer, followed 
by dinner.  My free time is spent mainly in prayer and/or studies.  
Saying the minor offi ces and Compline is pretty much your daily per-
sonal responsibility, as it would be once you are ordained.  I also try 
to be an active part of the community and enjoy spending time with 
my classmates and the formation staff.  I end the day with praying 
Compline (Night Prayer) and saying the rosary and try to be in bed by 
9:45 p.m.

7. What is the most important thing you have learned in the seminary 
so far? In order to fully understand and realize whether consecrat-
ed life is truly your vocation, then lead your life as though you were 
already an ordained priest.   Also, smile until your gums cave in … 
haha!
 
8. What do you look forward to most about becoming a priest? Just 
being of service to God, his Church and its people.  To be able to lead 
people to Christ and help them realize that I personally cannot fi x 
their problems or the world’s, only God can do that.  I can help them 
realize that, if you always remain close to God, there is nothing to 
fear.  Most of all, always wear a smile.  It is the best outward sign of 
your personal belief and trust in God’s grace and mercy. 

9. Who is your favorite saint? My patron saint, Saint Anthony of Pad-
ua.  He has helped me fi nd everything from my eyeglasses (a daily 
occurrence) to “fi nding happiness” in life by following Christ.

10. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to know.
Nothing is impossible with God.  God’s love, mercy and compassion 
for us are boundless.

11. Describe your relationship with Christ. Before entering seminary, 
my relationship with Christ is as my Lord and Savior.  If I had a 
problem or need, all I had to do was ask and wait to see what He had 
in store for me and, then, afterward, say thank you and remind Him 
of my love for Him.  As a seminarian preparing for priesthood, He is 
still my Lord and Savior, but, in addition, Christ is also my teacher 
and the older brother I never had.  He leads me to discover gifts and 
talents I never knew I possessed.  Most of all, in times of struggle or 
fear, He is always there to comfort, strengthen and reassure me.  I 
wake to each day as a new adventure between Christ and me.  It al-
most always requires a lot of hard work and effort on my part, but as 
long as He is by my side, it brings fulfi llment into my life that I cannot 
describe and that I can’t go wrong in his eyes.

Saint Monica’s parish brings the biblical 
charge “Let the children come to me” to life

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
exclaims, “Let the children come 
to me, and do not prevent them; 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.” Saint Monica’s 
parish in Edmond, Okla., hopes 
to make this statement a reality 
with a new program facilitated by 
the Children of Hope Eucharistic 
adoration curriculum. 

Every third Wednesday of the 
month, children of all ages, along 
with their parents, gather at the 
Saint Augustine chapel from 10 to 
11 a.m. for prayer, activities and 
song. Two Saint Monica’s parish-
ioners saw a need for this kind 
of devotional prayer focused on 
teaching young children to have a 
relationship with Christ.

“We break up the hour with 
activity and coloring sheets, songs, 
vocal prayer and quiet prayer.  We 
do not do more than what can be 
expected out of kids,” explained 
organizer Cheryl Gumerson. “It is 
important to gear the hour to what 
the children will enjoy. We stress 
the point that Jesus is right there. 
When the kids understand this, 
they are thrilled to be there!”   

Father Antoine Thomas, a priest 
with the Brothers of Saint John, 
began the Children of Hope ad-
oration program in 2000 as an 
answer to Blessed Pope John Paul 
II’s call for people of all ages to 
spend more time with our Lord in 
Eucharistic adoration.

“The children enjoy being at the 
feet of Jesus, resting under the 
loving gaze of he who is no longer 
hidden in the tabernacle.  The 
children experience a pacifi cation 
of body, mind and spirit,” said 
Father Thomas.

Young children often have a 
more innocent faith to help them 

fully believe in the true presence. 
This faith will help them prepare 
for their eventual First Commu-
nion. 

“It is my prayer that the chil-
dren will learn how to truly talk 
to Jesus as their best friend and 
loving protector and that that 
relationship with Him will last the 
rest of their lives,” added organizer 
Lorryn McGarry.

Parents at Saint Monica’s have 
already seen their children re-
spond to the time spent in adora-
tion.

“It’s so benefi cial for us to get 
to spend the prayer time togeth-
er, and my son has learned a lot 
already.  Each time we said a 
prayer or heard something we’d 
talked about at home, he’d look at 
me like, ‘Hey!  Other people do this 
too!’” said parent Holly Barron.  

Although children are welcome 
to come to Eucharistic adoration 
at any time, the children’s ado-
ration hour provides a time for 
parents to bring their children to 
adoration and not be concerned if 
they are disturbing others.

“The Scriptures show us that the 
Lord desires little ones to come 
to him by means of committed 
spousal love in marriage.  He is 
honored by the simple love and 
(often) fi dgety adoration offered 
by the precious souls of our dear 
children,” remarked Father Ste-
phen Hamilton, pastor of Saint 
Monica’s. “I believe and hope that 
children’s adoration will make the 
church a familiar place for these 
children such that Eucharistic ad-
oration may continue to occupy a 
prime place in their spiritual lives 
as they grow to become adults.”  

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic
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Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service
and You’re Invited To See Why!

The theme for the National Catholic Schools Week 2014 is “Catholic
Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service.” The annual ob-
servance starts January 26, 2014 and ends February 1, 2014. Schools
typically celebrate Catholic Schools Week with Masses, open houses, and
other activities for students, families, parishioners, and the community
at large. 

The 2014 theme was developed in response for a theme and logo that
would last more than a year, allowing schools to brand the week and their
ongoing marketing activities with repeated mentions and use of a consis-
tent logo. The theme encompasses several concepts that are at the heart
of a Catholic education. First, schools are communities—small families in
their own right, but also members of the larger community of home,
church, city and nation. Faith, knowledge and service are three measures
by which any Catholic school can and should be judged.

Why Catholic Schools? 
In today's economic climate, parents may wonder why they should send

their children to Catholic schools.  We offer a most compelling reason:  to
learn how to make right choices in a world where such choices are
counter-cultural.  Through our Catholic worldview, we give children the
tools they need to analyze the world in which they live through the lens of
a morality and spirituality that comes through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We
teach our children to show their Love in Action by willing the good of the
other and acting on it. 

With a solid curriculum, dedicated teachers and staff, and a desire to
change the world one child at a time, the Catholic Schools within the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City live the biblical call to justice.  Through morning
prayer, weekly mass during the school day, a religion curriculum based
on archdiocesan standards, a desire to help those in need through charity
and social justice, and a joy for the blessings given us, we do so much
more than educate the mind.  Each school is truly a community of faith,
knowledge and service.

High academics, high parental involvement, low student-teacher ratios,
and value-based education all lead to an outstanding education for stu-
dents attending Catholic elementary and secondary schools. 

For more information about enrolling your child in one of the Oklahoma
Catholic schools, please call or visit the school of your choice from the list
on these pages. Be a part of this faith-filled community!

For more information about enrolling your
child in one of the Archdiocese Catholic
schools, please call or visit the school of
your choice from the list on the next page.

continued on page10

This is God’s word addressed to us by Jesus before he left this world.
Jesus teaches that what we have received as a gift we must be ready to
give as a gift.  We are called to become missionary disciples!  If we are
not growing in our faith and sharing our faith with others, our faith may
eventually atrophy and die.  At best such faith becomes a superficial and
meaningless accessory in our lives.

In proclaiming a vision for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City this past
fall, Archbishop Coakley asked us, “to focus on the very heart and
essence of what it means to be a Catholic. It is not first and foremost
about building and maintaining fine institutions and structures, though
these have their proper place.  Jesus first calls each of us to discipleship.
Each of us is invited to friendship with Jesus as a member of his church.
The rest flows from this encounter and relationship.” 

As we celebrate
Catholic Schools Week
we address the notion
of discipleship by look-
ing no further than the
priests, principals and
teachers, who are ex-
amples of the product
of our Catholic
Schools within the
Archdiocese and who
give back as disciples
within those same
schools, dedicating their vocational lives to share their faith with the next
generation of Oklahoma Catholics.  

Father William Novak (Mount St. Mary), Father Stephen Bird (Bishop
McGuinness) and Father Stephen Hamilton (Bishop McGuinness) grad-
uated from Catholic schools within the Archdiocese. Likewise, Principals 

“Go Make Disciples...” 
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2 - Saints Peter & Paul
Catholic School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade
309 S. Main St.

Kingfisher, OK 73750
(405) 375-4616

www.stspeterandpaul.org
Observation Days: by appointment

3 - Holy Trinity School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade

Missouri & N. 2nd St.
Okarche, OK 73762

(405) 263-4422
www.holytrinityok.org

Open House: March/April 2014
Interested parents contact: 
Tammy Jacobs, Principal 

Observation Days: 
by appointment

5 - St. John Nepomuk School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade

600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd.
Yukon, OK 73099

(405) 354-2509 • www.sjnok.org
Open House: April 6, 2-4 p.m.

Observation Days: by appointment

4 - Sacred Heart School
Preschool - 7th Grade

210 S. Evans Ave. 
El Reno, OK 73036

(405) 262-2284 
www.elrenosacredheart.com

Open House: April 2, 4 - 6 p.m.
Tours & Observation Days: 
anytime by appointment

1 - St. Joseph School
Pre K - 5th Grade

110 N. Madison St. • Enid, OK 73701
(580) 242-4449

www.stfrancisenid.com
Open House: April 2014

Observation Days: anytime by 
appointment

6 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School

Pre K - 8th Grade • (405) 348-5364
925 S. Boulevard St.
Edmond, OK 73083

www.seascardinals.org.2.ecatholic-
churches.com

Open House: Jan. 26, 1-3 p.m.
Tours & Observation Days: 

by appointment

7 - All Saints Catholic School
Pre K - 8th Grade

4001 36th Ave. NW
Norman, OK 73072

(405) 447-4600
www.allsaintsnorman.org

Tours: by appointment

8 - St. Philip Neri Catholic
School

Pre 3 - 8th Grade
1121 Felix Place 

Midwest City, OK 73110
(405) 737-4496 

www.stphilipnerischool.com
Please contact the school office to

arrange a tour of our school.

Pre 3 - 7th Grade
502 East Warner Avenue

Guthrie, OK 73044
(405) 282-2071

www.stmarysguthrie.
eduk12.net
Open House:

Jan. 26, 12 - 1 p.m.
Observation Days:
by appointment

11 - St. Mary School - Ponca City
Pre K-8th Grade and  
Virtual HS 9th-12th

611 SW “A” Ave. 
Lawton, OK 73501
(580) 355-5288

www.stmaryslawtonok.com
St. Mary's Catholic High
School in collaboration

with Archdiocese of Miami
Virtual Catholic School will

hold an open house Jan
31, 6 -7:30 p.m. this is a
fully accredited Catholic

virtual high school.  
Open House and Open En-
rollment March 1, 1-4:30

p.m.

9 - St. Mary School - Lawton 10 - St. Mary School - Guthrie

Pre K - 8th Grade
415 South 7th Street
Ponca City, OK 74601

(580) 765-4387
Fax (580) 765-1352

www.stmarypc.k12.ok.us
Open House: March 2014

Interested parents contact:
Allyson Helm at the school
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Catholic Schools of Oklahoma Open House Schedule

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week, Jan. 26th - Feb 1st, 2014

16 - Christ the King School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade

1905 Elmhurst Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

(405) 843-3909
www.ckschool.com

Open House: Feb. 2, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Observation Days: by appointment

17 - Good Shepherd Catholic
School

Children with Autism Spectrum Disor-
ders

13404 N. Meridian Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

(405) 752-2264
Tours: Scheduled 2nd and 4th Thurs-

days monthly at 10 a.m.
Please call school to schedule.

18 - St. James the Greater 
Catholic School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade
1224 SW 41st St. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73109
(405) 636-6810

www.stjames-catholic.org
Open House: Jan. 26, 10:- 12:30 p.m.

Observation: by appointment

19 - Sacred Heart Catholic
School

Pre K - 8th Grade
2700 S. Shartel Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73109
(405) 634-5673 

www.sacredheartokc.org
We welcome your visit; contact
the principal to arrange a tour.

20 - Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School 

801 NW 50th St. • OKC, OK 73118
(405) 842-6638 • www.bmchs.org

Freshman Registration:
Feb. 24 and 25, March 3

Open House: Nov. 2
Shadow Visits: by appointment only
Observation: Parent observation is

scheduled by appointment only

21 - Bishop John Carroll
Catholic School
Pre K - 8th Grade
1100 NW 32nd St.

Oklahoma City, OK 73118
(405) 525-0956 • www.bjcs.org

Open House: March 2, 11:30 - 1 p.m.
Observation and Private Tours with

the Principal by appointment

15 - St. Eugene Catholic School
Pre 3 - 8th Grade

2400 W. Hefner Rd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73120

(405) 751-0067 
www.steugeneschool.org

Open House: Jan. 26, 2 -4 p.m.
School Tours: by appointment

14 - Mount St. Mary Catholic High School13 - Rosary School

Pre K - 8th Grade
5000 N. Grove Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73122
(405) 789-0224

www.stcharlesokc.org
Open House:

March 9, 3-4:30 p.m.
Visits: by appointment

12 - St. Charles Borromeo Catholic School

Pre K - 8th Grade
National Blue Ribbon

School
1919 NW 18th St.

Oklahoma City, OK 73106
(405) 525-9272

www.rosaryschool.com
Open House:

Jan. 26, 1 -3 p.m.
Visits to Campus by 

Appointment

2801 S. Shartel Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73109

(405) 631-8865
www.mountstmary.org
Open House: In the fall
Early application for i

ncoming freshman  Dec. 9,
2013 to Jan. 20, 2014.

General admission is avail-
able, if spots are open. 

Shadow visits and guided
tours: throughout the year. 
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Catholic Schools In the Archdiocese of OKC
Five year enrollment statistics

“Go Make Disciples...” 
continued from page 7

Talita DeNegri (Mount St. Mary), Suzette Williams (St Eugene School),
Anne Codding (St James the Greater School), Jay Luetkemeyer (St John
Nepomuk School) and Leslie Schmitt (All Saints School) have also grad-
uated from Catholic schools within the Archdiocese and have returned
to be leaders, and in a very true sense, disciples for our faith within the
very same schools. Many teachers also have graduated from our Catholic
schools and turned
and come back to
the same schools to
teach and to pass on
their faith to the
youth in the Arch-
diocese.  Frances
Savely, a second
grade teacher at St.
Eugene School and
the 2013 Catholic
Schools Teacher of
the Year Award re-
cipient, is the product of Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.  

During this week long celebration of the ministry of Catholic education,
we are grateful for the gifts of all of our pastors, teachers, administrators,
school communities, and benefactors.  We invite you to come, and walk
with us as we seek to become Christ’s disciples.

2008-2009 School Year:
Elementary Enrollment 4,228
High School Enrollment 1,001
Total Enrollment: 5,229

2013-2014 School Year:
Elementary Enrollment 

3,967  - 6.17% decrease in a 5 yr period
High School Enrollment

1,087  - 8.59% increase in a 5 yr period

Total Enrollment:

5,054  - 3.34% decrease in a 5 yr period

Catholic Elementary School Graduates & High School:
In 2008, 64% of our 8th grade graduates attended Catholic High
School.  In 2012, 71% of our 8th grade graduates attended Catholic
High School. In 2012, our two high schools graduated 240 students.
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God was ‘bigger than Elvis’ for Hollywood star
“The Ear of the Heart” by Mother 

Dolores Hart, OSB

Reviewed by J.E. Helm
“The Ear of the Heart” by Mother 

Dolores Hart, OSB, is not a Holly-
wood story.  It is a vocations sto-
ry.  In 1963, Dolores Hart walked 
away from a blossoming career as 
a Hollywood actress to enter Regina 
Laudis, a contemplative Benedictine 
monastery in Bethlehem, Conn.  
Now 50 years later, she has writ-
ten this wonderful autobiography 
detailing her spiritual journey.  She 
presents herself in every way as a 
sincere and faithful Catholic woman 
living a life of dedicated conviction.

Dolores Marie Hicks (her name 
was changed to Hart for profession-
al reasons) was not born a Catholic.  
She joined the Church at her own 
request in the third grade.  She had 
been sent to Catholic school during 
one of the periods of her young life 
when she lived with her grand-
mother in Chicago.  Her parents’ 
marriage was a confl icted one.  
There were several separations and 
then, fi nally, a divorce.  Her father 
had ambitions as an actor, and he 
did achieve some minor success.  
He was also a violent man who 
drank a lot.  At one point, he broke 
his wife’s jaw.  Another time, he 
threatened her with a knife.

Mother Dolores is not bitter in 
writing about her early childhood. 

She writes, “I remember the fi ghts, 
the yelling, but I don’t think I really 
connected them with the bruises I 
would often see on my mother.”  

Her father never abused his 

daughter Dolores in any way, and 
she says that “I always knew that he 
loved me and had a sense of pride 
in me.”  Everywhere in her story, 
she writes about people—even the 
diffi cult ones—with understanding, 
with affection and with love.

Mother Dolores was named for an 
aunt, Sister Dolores Marie, a sister 
of Saint Joseph Carondelet in Saint 
Louis.  Sister Dolores never actively 
tried to infl uence her young name-
sake to become a Catholic, but she 
remained a constant presence in the 
girl’s life.  Hart writes that, while her 
aunt supported her decision to leave 
Hollywood and enter the convent, 
“deep down she loved being the 
aunt of a movie actress.”

The rest of Hart’s family was only 
nominally Catholic.  What comes 
through in reading the book is that 
she was drawn to the Church and 
to religious life by nothing less than 
a deep love of God that presented it-
self spontaneously in her young life.  
She early on accustomed herself to 
listen to the voice of God with ‘the 
ear of the heart.’

She came to Hollywood stardom 
when Don Barbeau, a Loyola college 
student and a friend  of Hart during 
her freshman year at Marymount 
College, invited movie studio pro-
ducers to attend Hart’s performance 
in Loyola’s play “Joan of Lorraine,” 
based on the life of Joan of Arc.  
They came, they saw and they invit-
ed her to interview at their studios.  

Ultimately, she won a role star-
ring opposite Elvis Presley in “Lov-
ing You,” and the rest, as they say, 
is history.  She also had roles in 
“Where the Boys Are” and “Come Fly 
with Me,” and she acted on stage in 

New York in a successful production 
of “The Pleasure of His Company.”

 During all this time, Hart actively 
practiced her Catholic faith, and she 
frequently attended daily Mass.

“The Ear of the Heart” is fi lled 
with Hollywood names who became 
Hart’s friends and supporters, 
including Gary Cooper, Anthony 
Quinn, Bob and Dolores Hope, 
Edith Head and many, many more.  

The book has a unique format.  
Hart’s own words appear in italics. 
The rest of the text is by Richard 
DeNeut, bureau chief for the photo 
agency and syndicate Globe Pho-
tos. DeNeut met Hart during her 
early years in Hollywood and has 
remained a lifelong friend. She re-
quired his assistance in writing the  
book because she suffers from a 
form of neuropathy which limits her 
use of her feet and hands.

Hart had been engaged to marry 
Don Robinson, a highly promising 
architectural designer and, even-
tually, real estate professional.  He 
was also a devout Catholic.  Edith 
Head was planning to design her 
wedding gown from “a bolt of an-
tique Spanish lace she had been 
hoarding for years.”  The invitations 
were mailed, the date was set and 
Hart backed out. 

She walked away from all this 
success and expected happiness to 
enter Regina Laudis.  She was only 
24 years old.  This kind of spiritu-
al maturity could only have as its 
source her deep faith and strong 
sense of her religious vocation.

Hart entered the Abbey in 1963, 
and she lived through the tumultu-
ous years of changes in a post-Vati-
can II church.  It was not always an 
easy transition but one that ended 
happily. Regina Laudis today  is a 
successful working farm and an 
abbey  that has attracted many 
very talented young women as new 
members. The nuns have kept their 
traditional habit and continue to 
sing the Liturgy of the Hours and 
Holy Mass in Latin.

Hart was the subject of HBO’s 
“God is Bigger than Elvis” (2011), 
a documentary that was nominat-
ed for an Academy Award in 2012.  
Our Sunday Visitor named Hart as 
one of the “Top Catholics of 2013.”  
Reverend Mother Dolores M. Hart 
has now returned to the Abbey of 
Regina Laudis where she happily 
serves as Prioress.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

“Saving Mr. Banks” deepens the whimsical and redemptive plot of “Mary Poppins”
“Saving Mr. Banks,” Disney 

(2013)
Reviewed by Rebekah Scaperlan-

da
The title “Saving Mr. Banks,” 

which is set in the early 1960s, 
reveals the movie in its simplest 
form – Walt Disney, played by the 
always-endearing Tom Hanks, 
fi ghting to produce “Mary Pop-
pins,” his musical about the Banks 
family nanny. 

Disney had been introduced to 
Mary Poppins decades earlier when 
his two daughters read the books 
by P.L. Travers about this lovable 
nanny who would “blow in from 
the East.” Disney promised his 
girls that he would make the mov-
ie. Not wanting to disappoint his 
children or go back on his word, 
he has been battling for 20 years 
to obtain the rights to bring the 
books to the screen.

P.L. Travers, portrayed by an 
unyielding Emma Thompson, 
resists, refusing to let go of her 
beloved Mary Poppins for fear that 
she would be damaged by Disney’s 
portrayal. Thompson and Hanks 
do not disappoint, as they both 
deliver impeccable performances, 
truly captivating the audience on 
many levels with their dynamic 
chemistry and a compelling script. 

Disney and his team, comprised 

of screenwriter Don DaGradi 
(Bradley Whitford) and composer 
brothers Robert and Richard Sher-
man (Jason Schwartzman and The 
Offi ce’s B.J. Novak), add comedic 
relief to the plot as they cater to 
the insufferable Travers’ unreal-
istic expectations for the movie 
script. As Robert and Richard 
struggle to compose a soundtrack 
to Travers’ liking, the audience 
gets a glimpse into the magical 
world of the Mary Poppins that 
they know. As the Sherman broth-
ers introduce Travers to “Chim 
Chim Cheree” and “Let’s go Fly 
a Kite,” these iconic tunes trans-
port the audience back in (step-in) 
time deeper into the heart of Mary 
Poppins. 

As those whose love of Mary Pop-
pins brings them to sing Supercal-
ifragilisticexpialidocious when they 
see a carousel know, the beauty 
of the classic movie goes beyond 
cartoon penguins and brings true 
family values into the home. “Sav-
ing Mr. Banks” remains true to the 
Disney classic by incorporating the 
whimsical nature of the fi lm, while 
keeping the underlying redemptive 
theme – showing Mr. Banks learn-
ing what it means to truly love his 
children. 

In redeeming Mr. Banks through 
story and music, the movie invites 
the audience to consider themes of 
our broken and fragile humanity 
with the infi nite possibility of for-

giveness. Mr. Banks serves as the 
vehicle to explore these themes in 
the lives of lovable Disney and the 
distasteful Travers.

Through Travers’ childhood 
fl ashbacks, the audience watches 
her struggle with her beloved but 
tormented father, Travers Goff. 
Colin Ferrel plays Goff with raw 
emotion and offers a refreshing 
break from his usual brusque per-
sona. During these fl ashbacks, the 
complex nature of Travers’ cold-
ness, and, in turn, her sadness, 
is revealed. Because Disney faced 
his own struggles with his father, 
he relates to Travers. The fi lm 
moves beyond saving the movie 
about Mr. Banks, and saving the 
character Mr. Banks, and into a 
deeper understanding of how both 
Travers and Disney can heal their 
childhood wounds – and how Mary 
Poppins already had. 

As Travers realizes how Mary 
Poppins served as a form of re-
demption for a loved one in her 
own life, she discovers how many 
of the book series’ readers learned 
the lesson of redemption and love.  
Wanting to share this with others, 
Travers ultimately decides to allow 
Disney to make the fi lm. The pain-
ful, unresolved memories of her 
past are transposed on the screen, 
and Mr. Banks’ important lesson 
becomes a lesson for the whole 
audience. Lessons in love, hope, 
forgiveness and redemption. 

In a day and age of movies that 
glorify evils, “Saving Mr. Banks” is 
a refreshing return to true inspi-
ration in cinema. It should earn a 
place in your heart and your home.

Travers’ chauffeur, played by 
actor Paul Giamatti, who usual-
ly provides comic relief for fi lms, 
brings an understated sentimental 
fl air to the fi lm as he befriends 
Travers, showing her unrelenting 
kindness and warmth in the face 
of her frigid persona. Annie Rose 
Buckley captivates the audience 
with her role as a young Travers.

Director John Lee Hancock (“The 
Blind Side”) delivers a truly en-
chanting and inspirational fi lm. 
The only complaint could be the 
abrupt nature of cinematography 
as it jumps to Travers’ fl ashbacks. 
This is easily forgiven, however, as 
the audience is transported into 
that time and becomes intrigued 
by her memories. This fi lm is prac-
tically perfect in every way. 

The PG-13 rating is earned from 
content such as alcohol abuse. 
This is a great movie for families 
with older children. 

Be sure to stay for the end, as 
the credits provide a glimpse into 
the real making of Mary Poppins.

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Amo a nuestras Escuelas Católicas. Me 
hacen sentir orgullosos de esta Arquidiócesis. 
Cada año espero con interés la oportunidad 
de visitar a cada una de nuestras escuelas. 
En esta edición del Sooner Catholic queremos 
compartir algunas de las razones por las que 
estamos tan orgullosos de nuestras escuelas. 
En anticipación de la Semana de las Escuelas 
Católicas (26 de enero al 1 de febrero) se en-
cuentra un suplemento especial en las pági-
nas que siguen celebrando nuestras Escuelas 
Católicas como Comunidades de Fe, Cono-
cimientos y Servicio. Esta celebración anual 
ofrece una oportunidad para afi rmar, promover 
y renovar nuestro compromiso con la misión 
importante de la educación católica.

La Iglesia en Estados Unidos ha sido bende-
cida con la red más fuerte de Escuelas Católi-
cas de cualquier parte del mundo. Además de 
las muchas fi nas escuelas fundadas y atendi-
das por las congregaciones religiosas, nuestro 
sistema nacional de escuelas parroquiales 
Arquidiocesanas y Diocesanas no tiene igual.

Las Escuelas Católicas son una parte muy 
importante de la historia de la Iglesia en los 
Estados Unidos. De manera signifi cativa, la 
primera santa nacida en Estados Unidos, Sta. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, estableció la primera 
escuela parroquial en los Estados Unidos. 
Fue San Juan Neumann, el primer obispo 
estadounidense en ser canonizado, quien esta- 
bleció el primer sistema de escuelas diocesanas 
y sentó las bases de un legado de educación 
católica que perdura hasta nuestros días.

La fuerza de nuestras Escuelas Católicas es 
un testimonio de la determinación y el compro-

miso de nuestros antepasados de entregarle la 
fe católica a la próxima generación. El clima 
cultural de la época era a menudo hostil a los 
católicos, especialmente los católicos inmi-
grantes. Reconocieron que, además de propor-
cionar una excelente educación para sus hijos 
Escuelas Católicas también proporcionan una 
manera para ellos para transmitir sus valores 
más importantes, costumbres y creencias a la 
siguiente generación. Entonces y ahora la pri-
mera y principal misión de las Escuelas Católi-
cas es la transmisión de la fe a través de una 
educación y formación integral de la persona. 
Las Escuelas Católicas existen para formar 
discípulos de Jesucristo, que están preparados 
para vivir su fe y cumplir su misión al servicio 
de la Iglesia, familia y sociedad. Buenos católi-
cos son buenos ciudadanos. Siempre ha sido 
así. Las Escuelas Católicas son insuperables 
como comunidades de fe, conocimientos y ser-
vicio a los demás.

Nunca ha sido fácil el mantener a nuestras 
Escuelas Católicas. Han fl orecido gracias al 
compromiso compartido de padres, congrega-
ciones religiosas de hombres y mujeres y, por 
supuesto, párrocos y feligreses. En años pos-
teriores, los profesores y personal no docente 
laical han contribuido con su enorme energía y 
talento. Todos compartían la convicción de que 
el sacrifi cio por las Escuelas Católicas vale la 
pena. Son una buena inversión. La educación 
católica ofrece un servicio insustituible a los 
padres en la proveer la educación, especial-
mente la educación religiosa, a sus hijos.

Directa o indirectamente, todos nosotros nos 
benefi ciamos de las Escuelas Católicas. Con 

el fi n de garantizar 
que la educación 
católica se encuen-
tre disponible en 
nuestra arquidióce-
sis para las gene- 
raciones futuras 
tenemos que 
asumir nuestra responsabilidad compartida 
para preservar y fortalecer el legado que hemos 
recibido de aquellos que vinieron antes que 
nosotros. Somos los benefi ciarios de los sacrifi -
cios de los demás. Y tenemos que pensar en los 
que vendrán después de nosotros.

No podemos dejar que los padres de los niños 
de las Escuelas Católicas de hoy tengan que 
asumir a solas el costo total de la educación 
católica. Para la mayoría de las familias estaría 
simplemente fuera de su alcance. Las Escuelas 
Católicas no pueden ser sólo para unos pocos 
privilegiados que puedan pagarlos. Nuestras 
Escuelas Católicas han prosperado porque los 
católicos han reconocido y aceptado que lo que 
se requiere es un compromiso compartido y 
un sacrifi cio compartido. El futuro depende de 
nuestra capacidad de mantener este espíritu 
de mayordomía, o buena administración de 
nuestros bienes.

Si somos capaces de igualar la creatividad 
y la gestión que caracterizó la dedicación y el 
apoyo de las Escuelas Católicas de nuestros 
antepasados, entonces el futuro de la edu-
cación católica en la Arquidiócesis de Okla-
homa City será realmente brillante. Ahora es 
nuestro turno.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Escuelas Católicas: Comunidades 
de fe, conocimiento y servicio

Predicándole a una persona a la vez

Feliz Año Nuevo a todos y bendi-
ciones a sus familias y sus activi-
dades apostólicas en el 2014. 

Terminando el pasado año 2013, 
en la víspera de la celebración de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
nuestro Arzobispo Pablo Coakley 
envió formalmente a un pequeño 
ejército de dedicados hombres y 
mujeres a ser predicadores de la 
Nueva Evangelización en nuestra 
arquidiócesis.

Pronto estarán recibiendo nues-
tros párrocos detalles de la misión 
de estos laicos y laicas dedicados 
a la predicación de Cristo y su 
Buena Nueva a través de todo el 
territorio arquidiocesano.

Las leyes de nuestra Iglesia 
permiten que la predicación de la 
palabra, fuera del caso específi -
co de la homilía, sea ofrecida por 
seglares o laicos y la urgencia de la 
Nueva Evangelización nos brinda 
una magnífi ca oportunidad para 
promover este ministerio.

Mientras que todos estamos lla-
mados a ser discípulos misioneros 
en la Iglesia, predicando explíci-
tamente a Cristo con amor a los 
demás en cada oportunidad que se 
nos presente, a veces nos equivo-
camos al pensar que predicar es 
solamente algo que sucede ante 
grupos grandes de personas. 

Nuestro Santo Padre, el Papa 
Francisco, en su recientemente 
publicada primera Exhortación 

Apostólica “Evangelii Gaudium”, 
que signifi ca en español “La alegría 
del Evangelio”. Este hermoso docu- 
mento trata sobre el Anuncio del 
Evangelio en el Mundo Actual y te 
invito a que lo leas.

En el capítulo tres, que lleva por 
título El Anuncio del Evangelio, el 
Santo Padre, en la sección “Perso-
na a persona”, nos habla de esta 
manera de predicar como respon- 
sabilidad de todos. He aquí una 
selección de sus palabras en esta 
sección del documento.

“Hoy que la Iglesia quiere vivir 
una profunda renovación 
misionera, hay una forma de pred-
icación que nos compete a todos 
como tarea cotidiana. Se trata de 
llevar el Evangelio a las personas 

que cada uno trata, tanto a los 
más cercanos como a los descono- 
cidos. Es la predicación informal 
que se puede realizar en medio de 
una conversación y también es la 
que realiza un misionero cuando 
visita un hogar. Ser discípulo es 
tener la disposición permanente 
de llevar a otros el amor de Jesús 
y eso se produce espontáneamente 
en cualquier lugar: en la calle, en 
la plaza, en el trabajo, en un cami-
no”.

“En esta predicación, siempre 
respetuosa y amable, el primer 
momento es un diálogo personal, 
donde la otra persona se expresa y 
comparte sus alegrías, sus espe-
ranzas, las inquietudes por sus 
seres queridos y tantas cosas que 

llenan el corazón. Sólo después 
de esta conversación es posible 
presentarle la Palabra, sea con la 
lectura de algún versículo o de un 
modo narrativo, pero siempre re-
cordando el anuncio fundamental: 
el amor personal de Dios que se 
hizo hombre, se entregó por no-
sotros y está vivo ofreciendo su sal-
vación y su amistad. Es el anuncio 
que se comparte con una actitud 
humilde y testimonial de quien 
siempre sabe aprender, con la con-
ciencia de que ese mensaje es tan 
rico y tan profundo que siempre 
nos supera. A veces se expresa de 
manera más directa, otras veces a 
través de un testimonio personal, 
de un relato, de un gesto o de la 
forma que el mismo Espíritu Santo 
pueda suscitar en una circunstan-
cia concreta. Si parece prudente 
y se dan las condiciones, es bue-
no que este encuentro fraterno y 
misionero termine con una breve 
oración que se conecte con las 
inquietudes que la persona ha 
manifestado. Así, percibirá mejor 
que ha sido escuchada e interpre-
tada, que su situación queda en 
la presencia de Dios, y reconocerá 
que la Palabra de Dios realmente le 
habla a su propia existencia”.

El Santo Padre nos anima a 
todos a vivir nuestro llamado a ser 
predicadores. Que este 2014 sea 
conocido como nuestro año de “Id 
y Haced Discípulos”, predicándole 
a todos el amor de Jesucristo, una 
persona a la vez.

Ceremonia de instalación de los primeros predicadores laicos de la arquidiócesis.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano
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Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Iniciamos un nuevo año, 2014; 

sin dejar atrás la jornada del año 
de la fe, con retos múltiples e inten-
sos. Queda si, bien claro desde mi 
experiencia, que el pueblo de Dios 
en gran número desconoce mucho 
porque es católico; son hijos de los 
fi nales del siglo pasado e inicios 
del XXI. Tiempos estos, llenos de 
grandes confusiones, envueltas en 
ideologías seductoras, novedosas, 
cautivantes y atractivas; pero eso 
sí, carentes de un futuro que invite 
a cambios positivos en la sociedad, 
en la Iglesia. Así es muy compli-
cado hacer camino de fe. Nosotros 
sacerdotes estamos llamados a 
cuidar con mayor celo y entrega la 
grey que nos ha sido encomenda-
da. Los sacerdotes, algunos, por su 
anti testimonio, nos han salpicado 
a los que tratamos de hacer las 
cosas con la caridad que Jesús nos 

invita a actuar. Nos salpican de tal 
manera que los laicos se han mon-
tado en el andamio de la arrogan-
cia, pretendiendo saber más que el 
sacerdote. Una cosa es bien clara 
y sea  la ocasión de precisar. Que 
algunos miembros del clero com-
etan pecados y torpezas, es verdad 
pero otra, que no sepan teología, 
espiritualidad, pastoral etc. El laico 
se confunde, precisamente por no 
tener formación teológica académi-
ca ade-             cuada, que el 
sacerdote que peca no quiere decir 
que no sepa, entonces, lo despla-
zan o quieren hacer las cosas sin 
el pastor; por tal motivo se gener-
an todo tipo de divisiones en las 
parroquias. Sin pastor las ovejas 
se disgregan. Todos estos acontec-
imientos son muy negativos y son 
sintomáticos de apostasía; herejías 
y carencia de liderazgo.

En el último artí-
culo de estas cor-
tas enseñanzas de 
apologética católica, 
habíamos dicho que 
iríamos a desarrollar 
una serie de temas 
basados en pens-
amientos actuales 
y de preguntas que 
formulan las per-
sonas sobre la fe y 
la Iglesia, dejamos planteados la 
última vez, el criterio que afi rma 
que todas las religiones son ig-
uales, cosa que quedó aclarada. He 
decidido escribir sobre estos tópi-
cos, toda vez que la gente sencilla, 
así como usted, tiene. Parafrasean-
do al ya fallecido P. Jorge Loring, 
la gente posee un “cacao mental” 
tremendo. Donde confunde fe con 
religión; mal con demonio; santidad 

con bondad; bondad con ser tonto; 
catequesis y evangelización; re-
ligión con espiritualidad etc.

Vamos pues, a exponer lo que 
la gente piensa hoy día respecto a 
Dios, la Iglesia y su moral. Es nece-
sario precisar muchas cosas a este 
respecto, la gente piensa errónea-
mente, más por desconocimiento 
y prejuicios infundados de 2000 
años de cristianismo, que por otras 
razones.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original 
de Bogotá, Colombia incardinado 
a esta Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City es Pastor Asociado en la 
Apóstol Santiago en Oklahoma City. 
El Padre Sánchez es abogado en 
Derecho y Ciencias Políticas de la 
Universidad la Gran Colombia, de 
su país. Y es Licenciado en Teología 
del Seminario Mayor de Tegucigal-
pa, Honduras.

Por Padre Raúl 
Sanchez

Las Cortes eximen temporalmente a algunos de la ley j de contraceptivos im-

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida — En momen-
tos en los que celebraban la Víspera de Año 
Nuevo en compañía de residentes de edad 
avanzada, de bajos recursos económicos, las 
hermanas de la congregación de Little Sisters 
of the Poor (Hermanitas de los pobres), que 
tienen sus ofi cinas centrales en Baltimore, reci-
bieron la información de que la Suprema Corte 
había aprobado un mandato temporal para 
protegerlas de la aplicación de la ley judicial de 
uso obligatorio de contraceptivos según la ley 
conocida en inglés como Affordable Care Act. 

El mandato temporal otorgado por la 
magistrada del Tribunal Superior de Justicia 
de los Estados Unidos, Sonia Sotomayor, había 
sido dado unas pocas horas antes de la media- 
noche, momento en que entraría en vigor la 
ley judicial de uso obligatorio de anticoncepti-
vos, a partir del 1º de enero de este nuevo año 
2014, y se aplica tanto a las Little Sisters of the 
Poor como a su codemandantes, los Christian 
Brothers Services y al Christian Brothers Em-
ployee Benefi ts Trust que habían interpuesto 
una demanda en contra del gobierno federal. 

Esa misma tarde, un grupo de tres jueces de 
la Corte de Apelaciones de los Estados Unidos 
del Circuito del Distrito de Colombia, en un 
fallo de 2 a favor y 1 en contra, habían deter-
minado una suspensión de emergencia para 
organizaciones católicas en una demanda pre-
sentada por la arquidiócesis de Washington. 

Un vocero de la arquidiócesis de Washington 
publicó una declaración en la que se afi rmaba 
que la suspensión vindicaba “el compromiso de 
los obispos católicos de los Estados Unidos de 
permanecer en defensa resuelta de la primera 
y más sagrada libertad que es la libertad de 
creencias”. 

El mandato de Sotomayor fue dado en su 
capacidad de magistrada encargada de recibir 
solicitudes de emergencia del 10o Circuito de 
Apelaciones de los Estados Unidos, en el que 
se incluye Denver. En su mandato, consistente 
en dos oraciones, le daba instrucciones al gob- 
ierno federal para que se presente la respuesta 
a las 10 de la mañana del día 3 de enero. 

La suspensión otorgada a la congregación de 
Little Sisters y Christian Brothers signifi ca que 
por ahora no se les requerirá que entreguen ni 
contraceptivos, ni practiquen esterilizaciones, 
ni den medicinas o artefactos que causen abor-
to, como parte de la cobertura de seguro de 
salud del empleado. 

El mandato de la magistrada Sotomayor 
se dio mientras grupos afi liados a creencias 
religiosas en todo el país se apresuraban a ir a 

las cortes federales para que se diera un alto a 
la orden judicial del Department of Health and 
Human Services, o HHS. En varios casos, al-
gunos grupos tuvieron éxito en alcanzar la sus-
pensión temporal, el último día del año 2013. 

También el 31 de diciembre, la Corte de Ape- 
laciones del Circuito 6º de los EE.UU. en Cin-
cinnati revocó una decisión dada por la Corte 
del Distrito de Nashville. La ley judicial del 
departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos 
por ahora no se cumplirá mientras esté pen- 
diente una demanda entablada por la diócesis 
de Nashville y otros querellantes. 

La hermana Constance Veit, directora de 
comunicaciones de las Little Sisters of the 
Poor, le dijo al Catholic News Service en una 
entrevista por teléfono que la llamada por parte 
de su abogado con la que se les informaba del 
mandato dado por la magistrada Sotomayor les 
había llegado mientras las hermanas termina-
ban de celebrar una fi esta con los residentes 
en su domicilio de Baltimore. Las hermanas di-
rigen 29 residencias para las personas de edad 
avanzada en todo el país. 

“Fue una sorpresa que supiéramos algo pues 
estábamos enteradas de que la magistrada 
Sotomayor se encontraba en la ciudad de Nue-
va York para la celebración del Año Nuevo, y 
quedamos muy agradecidas por la instancia en 
la dirección correcta”, le dijo a CNS. Sotomayor 
llevó la voz cantante en la cuenta regresiva de 
media noche, en momentos en que la gran es-
fera de cristal se dejaba caer en la plaza Times 
Square. 

En general, a los dueños de compañías que 
les dan seguro de salud a sus empleados se les 
requiere, a partir del 1o de enero de este año 
2014, que cumplan con la ley, en cuyos apar-
tados se incluyen varios tipos de contracepti-
vos, incluyendo la esterilización y productos o 
prácticas que induzcan el aborto. La multa por 
no cumplir, potencialmente, se eleva a miles 
de dólares diarios. Aunque la administración 
de Obama ha hecho algunas concesiones para 
algunas instituciones religiosas que quedan 
exentas, cuando se fi jaron las leyes fi nales en 
junio, algunos patrones católicos dijeron que 
la concesión no toma en cuenta sus objeciones 
morales. 

Las hermanas dijeron que esperan y rezan 
por un desenlace favorable a fi n de que puedan 
continuar dándoles servicios a las personas de 
edad avanzada de cualquier creencia religiosa. 

“Su estuviéramos sujetos a la multa, eso 
dañaría todas nuestras casas en todo el país”, 
dijo la hermana Veit. “Tenemos en nuestras 
casas a 13,000 residentes”, añadió. 

Antes del mandato, se habían otorgado 

suspensiones preliminares en 18 de 20 casos 
similares, de acuerdo con el Becket Fund que 
tiene sus ofi cinas principales en Washington, 
y que representa a muchas organizaciones que 
participan en la demanda en contra de la orden 
judicial y mantienen los datos acerca de todos 
los casos en su sitio de la red electrónica. 

Mark Rienzi, consejero de mayor rango 
del Becket Fund, le dijo a CNS que no tenía 
ningún sentido de que se les multara a las Lit-
tle Sisters por no conformarse pues ni siquiera 
se sabe todavía el resultado de la demanda. 

“En su mayor parte, las organizaciones 
religiosas que no son lucrativas van ganando 
las demandas, y las cortes han dicho que los 
gobiernos están equivocados en esto y que la 
gente tiene el derecho de ejercer su religión”, le 
dijo Rienzi al CNS poco antes de que la magis-
trada Sotomayor diera su mandato. “Algunos, 
desafortunadamente, no consiguieron suspen-
sión preliminar y por lo tanto se enfrentan a 
una inminente decisión: o violar los principios 
religiosos o encarar altas multas”. 

Se han presentado 91 demandas de orga-
nizaciones que no quieren acatar la ley de los 
HHS, de acuerdo con el Becket Fund. Y Rienzi 
añadió que hasta que la Suprema Corte no dé 
una respuesta clara ante los obstáculos legal-
es, habrá un trabajo de cosido de parches en 
decisiones de la Corte en las que algunos gru-
pos ganen y otros encaren altas multas que los 
obliguen a clausurar sus negocios. 

En otras partes, la Corte de Distrito de los 
EE.UU. con instalaciones en el Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, presentó una suspensión preliminar 
excluyendo temporalmente de la ley de uso de 
contraceptivos en contra de la diócesis de Fort 
Wayne-South Bend. 

En la demanda se incluye a Catholic Chari-
ties de la diócesis, a St. Anne Home and Re-
tirement Community, la Franciscan Alliance a 
Specialized Physicians of Illinois, a la Univer-
sity of St. Francis y el periódico Our Sunday 
Visitor. 

Por Tom Tracy 
Catholic News Service 

Todas cursillistas invitadas a gran even-
to, Movimiento de Cursillos de Cristian-
dad. Encuentro Región VIII de primavera 
2014, Feb. 29 – Mar. 1. Catholic Pastoral 
Center, Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73132. Costo de evento $75 por 
persona. Para más información, llamar a 
Maria Jones (580) 252-2763 casa, (580) 
467-8794 o al Ministerio Hispano (405) 
721-5651.
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Through an active spiritual life, winter depression turns to joy in Christ

In his 2013 Palm Sunday hom-
ily, Pope Francis said: “Do not be 
men and women of sadness: a 
Christian can never be sad! Never 
give way to discouragement!”

Giving way to sadness, anxiety 
and depression is a struggle for 
many people of faith, but never 
more than in the cold months of 
winter. After the joy of the Christ-
mas holidays and the time spent 
with family and friends, January 
and February bring dreary gray 
skies, too many pounds gained 
from holiday treats, loneliness and 
feelings of purposelessness.

Poets and writers from many 
different eras fi nd a connection 
between the gloominess of winter 
and a general lowering in spirits. 
For example, Emily Dickinson 
wrote: “There’s a certain slant of 
light, / On winter afternoons, / 
That oppresses, like the weight / 
Of cathedral tunes.” Throughout 
the rest of the poem, Dickinson’s 
words evoke despair, death and 
the indescribable feeling of apathy 
and listlessness that accompany 
the season.

However, Pope Francis contin-
ued: “Ours is not a joy born of 
having many possessions, but 
from having encountered a Per-
son: Jesus, in our midst; it is born 
from knowing that with him we are 
never alone…”

There are certain steps a Chris-
tian can take to remember Pope 
Francis’ words of joy and cope with 
these feelings of despair. The fi rst 
step might be to identify the root 
causes of the anxiety or depres-
sion. 

Recently, in the online edition of 
“Verily” magazine, Monica Gabriel 
discussed the traditional notion of 
“holiday blues.” In reading stud-
ies conducted by the Mayo Clinic, 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other insti-
tutes, she discovered that rates of 
depression and suicide actually 
decrease in the winter and in-
crease in the spring. Many people 
feel happy when they spend time 
with their families over the winter 
holidays, but feelings of loneliness 
grow in the spring.

Gabriel suggested that readers 
combat the “blues” by taking care 
of their bodies through healthy 
diet, exercise and sleep habits. She 
also emphasized staying in contact 
with loved ones.

Christians might consider mak-
ing an extra effort to reach out to 
those who are vulnerable to de-
pression: teens, young adults tran-
sitioning from school to work and 
the elderly. The Sage Age, a publi-
cation for senior adults in Central 
Oklahoma, emphasized the lone-
liness of those in long-term care 
facilities in its Jan. 2014 issue. It 
reminded readers that “more than 
half” of all nursing home residents 

suffer from depression.
Jennifer Long, director of coun-

seling at Saint Joseph’s Center, 
said that winter is still a season 
in which many people experience 
feelings of depression. 

“A specifi c form of depression 
that occurs in the fall and winter 
months is called Seasonal Affective 
Disorder,” said Long. “Symptoms 
include depleted energy, fatigue or 
inability to sleep, lack of appetite 
or increased appetite and isolation. 
It may also include an increase in 
thoughts of suicide.”

Long spoke with compassion 
about the ways those suffering 
from depression can fi nd comfort. 

“It can be hard to fi nd mean-
ing to our suffering when we feel 
this way. Identifying what has 
helped during other diffi cult times 
is something that is very helpful 
for clients who are experiencing 
depression. Clients often report 
that prayer, celebrating Mass, 
participating in Eucharistic adora-
tion or spending time with his or 
her support system is especially 
helpful during times of sadness. 
Exploring ways to improve time 
spent in prayer, Mass or Eucharis-
tic adoration as we work through 
the depression helps the client 
fi nd meaning to what he or she is 
feeling while utilizing tools to over-
come these feelings.”

Catholics have a particular grace 
in the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion, which can help with another 

root cause of anxiety – the guilt 
of sin. Many fi nd that confession 
frees the self from a kind of men-
tal weight, a “heavy heart” weary 
from bearing the burden of sin. In 
confession, through the hands and 
words of the priest, the sinner has 
an encounter with Jesus that frees 
them from despair.

If the causes of depression are 
external, as in the death of a loved 
one or the loss of a job, the sup-
port of family and friends is essen-
tial. Many parishes have counsel-
ors available to talk about these 
and other issues free of charge. 
Saint Joseph’s Counseling Center, 
part of Catholic Charities in Okla-
homa City, also provides help to 
individuals and families.

For further reading on a spir-
itual approach to coping with 
depression, Father Donald Hag-
gerty’s “Contemplative Provoca-
tions” speaks about fi nding God in 
prayer. Catholic theologian John 
Janaro’s book, “Never Give Up,” 
describes how God sustains each 
person through human suffering.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer 
for the Sooner Catholic and the ed-
itor of the Sooner Catholic enews-
letter.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

For help with depression, call:
St. Joseph’s Counseling Cen-

ter: (405) 524-0969
Emergency Hotline Number: 

211 
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SC Schedule
The 2014 publication schedule 
and submission deadlines of the 
Sooner Catholic appear below. The 
editorial staff welcomes a wide 
variety of submissions. For guide-
lines, visit soonercatholic.com.

Briefs
Prayer Service to commemorate Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity
The Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy and the Arts 

will present a prayer service to commemorate the 
2014 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at 4:00 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 19, 2014, at Chapel Hill United 
Methodist Church, 2717 W. Hefner Road, Oklaho-
ma City (between May and Penn).  All are invited.

The service will include music, prayer, sacred 
readings and presentations by two speakers: Bish-
op Robert E. Hayes Jr., bishop of the Oklahoma 
Conference of the United Methodist Church and 
bishop of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Confer-
ence, and the Reverend Doctor William Tabbernee, 
executive director of the Oklahoma Conference of 
Churches.

This year marks the 107th annual observance 
of the Week of Prayer, which began in 1908.  The 
observance lasts eight days, beginning Jan. 18 and 
concluding on Jan. 25.  These dates were originally 
chosen because they included the Christian cele-
brations of Saint Peter on Jan. 18 and Saint Paul 
on Jan. 25.

Father Stephen Bird, president of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Liturgy and the Arts, commented, “On 
the night of the Last Supper, Jesus prayed for his 
disciples, ‘that all may be one (John 17:21).’  Unfor-
tunately, today all Christians are not united.  The 
goal of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is to 
pray for the unity that Christ wills by whatever way 
he wills it.”

The international theme chosen for the 2014 ob-
servance of the Week of Prayer is “Has Christ Been 
Divided?” (1 Cor 1:13).

The mission of the Oklahoma Alliance for Liturgy 
and the Arts, a Christian not-for-profi t interdenom-
inational organization, is to enhance communal 
worship by promoting the visual and performing 
arts in Oklahoma churches. 

World Day of Prayer Celebrating Consecrated 

Life to be Feb. 2
Archbishop Paul Coakley will pray Vespers with 

the consecrated religious of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City at 4 p.m. Feb. 2 in the Saint Francis 
de Sales Chapel of the Catholic Pastoral Center in 
observation of the World Day of Prayer Celebrating 
Consecrated Life. All of the faithful of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City are invited.

Green Tie Gala 2014: Eat, drink and save a 
life!

The Green Tie Gala planned for March 8, 2014, 
will benefi t Holy Family Home and Sanctuary Wom-
en’s Development Center.  Honoree Jim Everest 
will be recognized at the festivities to be held at the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.  
Guests will dine and be entertained, so save the 
date for a grand green time!  Sponsors and auction 
items are needed at this time, and tickets are avail-
able by contacting Christopher Cowden of Catholic 
Charities at (405) 523-3000 or ccowden@catholic-
charitiesok.org.

September pilgrimage to include nights in Ti-
berius and Jerusalem

Father Lourdu Ponnapatti, pastor of Saint Mat-
thew’s in Elk City, Okla., will lead a 10-day pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land from Sept. 1 to Sept. 10, 2014, 
including three nights in Tiberius in Galilee and 
four nights in Jerusalem. Cost is $3,899 per per-
son, double occupancy. Includes roundtrip airfare 
from Oklahoma City on United and Austrian air-
lines, current air fuel surcharges and taxes,  4/5* 
hotels with private baths, spa facilities, famous 
Israeli buffet breakfasts and table d’hote dinners, 
licensed tour guide, deluxe AC motorcoach, all 
entrance fees as per itinerary. A deposit of $300 
each is due March 1 and fi nal payment is due June 
1, 2014. For brochures and additional information, 
contact Melani Roewe at (405) 293-2003 or (888) 
980-9837 or email MRoewe@unitours.com. 
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Calendar
JANUARY

12 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

15 Sanctity of Life Mass at 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help at 6 p.m. celebrated by 
Father William Novak, VG. There 
will be an adult and youth presen-
tation after Mass. 

17 Panel discussion on Evangelii 
Gaudium at 6:30 p.m. hosted by 
the Department of Theology and 
Philosophy at Saint Gregory’s Uni-

versity in the Shawnee Community 
Room at St. Gregory’s University, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
All are welcome.

18 St. Charles Catholic Singles 
(and friends)  at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church at 5054 N. 
Grove Ave., OKC.  Gathering  from 
7 - 8 p.m. Music begins at 8 p.m. 
and last dance at 11 p.m.  All are 
welcome to invite others to come 
along. Further information call Al: 
(405) 631-0763.

19 7th annual feast of St. Nino 
hosted by the Filipino Catholic 
Community of Oklahoma will be 
on Jan.19, at 4 p.m. starting with 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop 

Coakley at Our Lady’s Cathedral. 

21 Holy Hour at Catholic Pastoral 
Center Chapel from 4-5 p.m. All 
are welcome.

22 Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children in 
the U.S. 

24 Rescheduled: Music Heals the 
Heart: A Benefi t Concert for the 
Father Roberto Quant Scholarship 
Fund at 7 p.m. at Saint James the 
Greater Church in Oklahoma City. 
The scholarship fund assists stu-
dents with the costs of attending 
Sacred Heart School. Ticket prices 
is a suggested donation of $10. To 
obtain a ticket, call Joana Cama-

cho’s offi ce at (405) 634-5673.

25 New Year Meditation Retreat 
with Debra Luther, L.P.C. and 
Spiritual Director from 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Catholic Pasto-
ral center room 241. Bring a jour-
nal and wear comfortable clothes. 
Cost is  $75. To register call Debra 
at (405) 990-1974. 

31 5th Friday Fish Fry hosted by 
the St. Joseph’s Knights of Co-
lumbus in Norman, Jan 31, and 
the subsequent fi fth Fridays in 
2014, May 30, Aug 29 and Oct 31. 
Doors open 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  421 
E. Acres in the St. Joseph Parish 
Center gym.

Job Box
Job Coach
Center of Family Love, Okarche. 

The job coach has the responsibility 
of teaching developmentally dis-
abled adults the skills they need to 
be able to perform an assigned job. 
Along the way, the job coach will 
also provide encouragement and 
support as they build up the client’s 
self-confi dence. This opening is for 
our three-ring binder workshop 
in Okarche. Email your resume to 
HR@cfl inc.org or stop by and apply 
in person at 635 West Texas Avenue 
in Okarche.

Secretary Position 
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

Church in Yukon is accepting 
resumes for the position of parish 
secretary. Submit resumes to Fr. 
Rex Arnold or e-mail to offi ceasst@
sjnok.org 

Part-Time Cafeteria Help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria 

is now accepting applications for 
a part time position. Hours are 

Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
1:30 pm. Call Laura Scott or send 
email if interested. (405) 842-6656 
LScott@bmchs.org 

DRE and Youth Director 
St. Benedict Church, in Shaw-

nee, is looking for a person to fi ll 
the full time position of Director of 
Religious Education and Youth Min-
ister.  To apply please send your re-
sume to pastor@stbenedictchurch.
net.  For more information, contact 
the Parish Offi ce at (405) 275-0001.

Chemistry/Pre-AP Chemistry 
teacher

Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School has a full time teaching 
position open for the second semes-
ter of the current school year for a 
certifi ed high school Chemistry/Pre-
AP Chemistry teacher.  Interested 
applicants may fax their résumé/
certifi cation/letter of interest to 
Talita DeNegri at (405) 631-9209 or 
email to tdenegri@mountstmary.org.

Development Director 
The Catholic Center at the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma is looking for 
a Development Director who will be 
responsible for leading and man-
aging the fund development pro-
gram, raising funds for the ministry 
and programs, and managing all 
committees involved in fund devel-
opment activities. For more infor-
mation on this position and how 
to apply, visit www.petrusdevelop-
ment.com.

Director of Youth Ministry 
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church, Oklahoma City, seeks a 
full -time Director of Youth Minis-
try to direct the youth activities for 
grades 7-12. The ideal candidate 
will be energetic, passionate about 
their Catholic faith and inspire a 
collaborative effort to engage youth.  
For full job description:  www.
stjames-catholic.org/Jobs.  Apply 
online or send resume to Pastor at 
4201 South McKinley, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73109.

Associate Professor of Psycholo-
gy and Program Chair 

St. Gregory’s University has an 
opening for an Assistant or Asso-
ciate Professor of Psychology and 
Program Chair of the MA in Profes-
sional Counseling. Responsibilities: 
Coordinate the implementation of 
the new MA in Professional Coun-
seling, develop and assess curric-
ulum and faculty, recommend ad-
juncts, and ensure program quality 
in coordination with the Department 
Chair and Academic Dean.  Recruit 
students in coordination with the 
Admissions Dept. Teach up to 18 
credits each academic year.  Pur-
sue continuing/ongoing research 
in psychology or a related fi eld. 
Assist with internship and service 
learning opportunities. Send letter 
of application, curriculum vitae, 
transcripts, and contact information 
for three professional references 
attention Human Resources Depart-
ment, St. Gregory’s University, 1900 
W. MacArthur Drive, Shawnee, OK 
74804 or to hr@stgregorys.edu.
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The 18th annual Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference 
to encourage men to “Stand Firm in the Lord”

The 18th annual “In the Fa-
ther’s Footsteps” Oklahoma Cath-
olic Men’s Conference is slated for 
Saturday, March 1, 2014, at the 
Embassy Suites Convention Cen-
ter in Norman, Okla.

The event will feature a roster of 
sought-after speakers, including 
noted author and Holy Land guide 
Steve Ray, acclaimed author and 
biblical scholar Jeff Cavins, New 
Evangelization expert Deacon 
Ralph Poyo and Archbishop Paul 
Coakley.

Ray will tackle the topic of “Pro-
claiming the Gospel: Back Then 
and All Over Again.”

“Today, pluralism is the new 
paganism as comfort, affl uence 
and self-indulgence become the 
new gods,” Ray says in the confer-
ence brochure. “We face a deadly 
choice between remaining faithful 
and losing our souls.”

In a speech he wrote uniquely 
for the conference, Cavins will 
address the rabbi-disciple rela-
tionship.

“Think for a moment: What was 
it like to actually follow Jesus 
every single day, to witness what 
He did, listen to Him, sit at His 
feet and then be asked to do what 
He’s doing?” Cavins said in a 
video on the conference website. 
“That is the most exhilarating 
and adventurous life possible. I’m 

going to paint that picture for you 
and then challenge you to do it 
today.”

“Guys, it’s time we stood up as 
disciples of the Lord and walk in 
purpose, with courage, with bold-
ness and love,” he added.

Deacon Ralph Poyo will aim to 
equip conference attendees to do 
the work of a disciple through his 
presentation, “Arise Church, In 
the Power of the Holy Spirit.”

“Coming to a men’s conference 
and hearing sound teaching is 
both wise and encouraged but it 
isn’t enough,” Poyo says in the 
conference brochure. “We must 
transform this motivation into 
action, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit.”

The speakers’ theme of disci-
pleship accords with the overall 
theme of the conference, which is 
“Stand Firm in the Lord” (Joshua 
1:9), and also reinforces the vision 
statement of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, which is “Go 
Make Disciples” and the planned 
subject of Archbishop Coakley’s 
address to the conference.

Doors will open at the Conven-
tion Center at 8:00 a.m. and the 
conference will be underway by 
9:00 a.m. The day will also in-
clude opportunities to attend the 
sacrament of confession and to 
receive the Eucharist at a Mass 
to be celebrated by Archbishop 

Coakley.
“Men can spend the day at a 

fi rst-class conference facility, lis-
ten to nationally acclaimed Catho-
lic speakers, enjoy fellowship with 
other men and celebrate the sac-

raments of reconciliation and the 
Eucharist and – did I mention? 
– enjoy great food and beverages 
provided throughout the day … all 
for a very reasonable price!” said 
conference director Ray Haefele.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

If You Go
“In the Father’s Footsteps” Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference
When: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, March 1, 2014
Where: The Embassy Suites Convention Center in Norman, Okla.
Why: “This conference has introduced programs that have taken 

root in various parishes as permanent men’s ministries, such as 
‘That Man is You!’ and “Signposts Study Guides,” says conference 
director Ray Haefele. “We’ll be introducing more new technology this 
year that will aid in study of the Catechism, the Bible and books 
written by leading Catholic authors. We encourage men to gather a 
group from their parish and make a day of it … What a great way to 
prepare for our Lenten journey!

To secure a space: Registration is $29 for high school students, 
$39 for college students and either $55 for adults (before Feb. 10) 
or $65 for adults (after Feb. 10). For more information or to register, 
visit catholicmen.net.

Sister Roberta Schachle, OSB
Sister Roberta Schachle, OSB, 

87, a Benedictine sister of Mount 
St. Scholastica, Atchison, Kans., 
died Saturday, Dec. 21, 2013, at 
the monastery. 

The vigil service was, Dec. 26, at 
7 p.m. in the monastery chapel, 
and the Mass of Resurrection was 
celebrated there Friday, Dec. 27, 
at 10:30 a.m. The Arensberg-Pru-
ett Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Memorials may be 
sent to Mount St. Scholastica or 
made online at the Mount’s web 
site (www.mountosb.org).

Sister Roberta was born Nov. 
11, 1926, in Canute, Okla., one of 
eight children of John and Tere-

sa Simon Schachle. In 1945, she 
entered the Benedictine monastery 
in Tulsa, Okla., where she was a 
member until 1968, when she be-
came part of the new foundation of 
Red Plains Monastery in Piedmont, 
Okla. With a master’s degree in 
mathematics education from Syr-
acuse University, she spent most 
of her life teaching in elementary 
schools in Oklahoma including 
Marquette and Monte Cassino in 
Tulsa, John Carroll in Oklahoma 
City, All Saints in Broken Arrow, 
and St. John’s in McAlester. She 
also worked as a housemother 
for a halfway house of the Tulsa 
Psychiatric Center, assisted with 

retreatants and guests at Red 
Plains Monastery, and was a gifted 
potter and weaver. In 2009, her 
community merged with Mount St. 
Scholastica in Atchison, Kansas 
and she spent her remaining years 
there. 

She is survived by a brother, Pat 
Schachle, of Elk City, Okla., sister-
in-law Teresa Schachle of Canute, 
Okla., and by nieces, nephews, 
and her monastic family.

Sister Roberta was preceded in 
death by her parents, by her sis-
ters Teresa Ryan, Mary L. Hodgson 
and Katherine Wilhelm, and by 
her brothers Charles, James and 
John Schachle. 

Obituary


