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Go Make Disciples

Good Shepherd School at Mercy: A place of joyful hope

Good Shepherd School at Mercy 
was established in the fall of 2011 
to serve the special needs of ele-
mentary school age children with 
autism spectrum disorders. As 
many as 20 children are enrolled 
at Good Shepherd, which is a 
collaborative partnership between 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Mercy Health Systems of Oklaho-
ma and the University of Central 
Oklahoma. 

Visitors are greeted by young 
students, who are smiling and 
walking hand-in-hand with one of 
the 31 staff members. A lot of hugs 
and high fi ves help the children 
feel love, acceptance and encour-
agement.

There are seven core staff mem-
bers and 23 part-time child care 
workers, 11 of whom are graduate 
students in psychology at UCO. 

The program at Good Shepherd 
uses Applied Behavioral Analysis 
(ABA). The school’s website ex-
plains that “ABA is based on the 
science of human learning and 
behavior. The success of ABA is 
in large part due to the persistent 
goal of identifying what works.”

Dr. Scott Singleton, assistant 
professor of psychology at UCO, is 
the clinical director at Good Shep-
herd. He is in charge of all behav-
ioral, academic and skill-building 
programs at the school. He ex-
plains that skills can be “looking 
at a letter and saying the sound, 
being able to function in a group 
or shoe tying.” 

The ultimate goal, he continues, 
is “to get the kids back into tra-
ditional schools.” Good Shepherd 
has seen success in this regard 
with some students returning to 
public school in the fi fth grade.

Students at Good Shepherd are 
between the ages of 3 and 9. Each 
child is initially evaluated, and a 
highly individualized plan is devel-
oped for that student.

Hope Wheeler, director of ad-
ministrative operations at Good 
Shepherd, explains that after the 
evaluation, children are placed in 
one of three learning programs: 
Discovery, Transition 1 or Transi-
tion 2. Wheeler points out that the 
students are placed “cognitively, 
not chronologically.”

Each of the three programs has 
its own room and has “the tra-
ditions and routines of a regular 
school,” Wheeler says. In addition 
to group activities, each child 
has one-on-one time with a staff 
member every morning and every 
afternoon. 

The school is Catholic, and 
prayer and religious education 
are part of each school day for all 
children.

In the Discovery Room, students 
focus on early learning skills, es-
pecially language skills. The Tran-
sition 1 Room builds on this and 
begins literacy, math and other 
academic skills.

Christie Man is lead behav-
ior interventionist in Transition 
2 where students are studying 

science, math, reading, writing 
and spelling. While students have 
“extra challenges,” Man says her 
students can become successful 
academically.

“I’m so excited every day,” Man 
says, and “Every day, I am blessed 
by them. I love these kids!”

Samantha Garman is the ABA 
supervising intern at Good Shep-
herd. She is on-hand daily, meet-
ing with lead ABAs, functioning as 
a resource person. Garman says 
that the school is at capacity and 
has a waiting list. She believes one 
of the reasons for Good Shepherd’s 
success is that “we set high expec-
tations for our kids.”

Families bring children to Good 
Shepherd from as far away as 
Blanchard, Guthrie and Minco. 
Some, Hope Wheeler says, have 
even relocated to the Oklahoma 
City area so their children can 
attend Good Shepherd.

At Good Shepherd School, 
Wheeler points out, “It’s not what 
they can’t do; it’s what they can 
do.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Two students take an art class at Good Shepherd School at Mercy. Photos J.E. Helm.

Celebrating Thanksgiving across Oklahoma
Parishes serving families, communities, those in need

Parishes across the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing by giving prayerful thanks for con-
tinued blessings of family, community 
and service to others. 

Several parishes plan community 
dinners, which are open to the public, 
and food pantries provide and deliver 
turkeys, trimmings and bags of food 
for families and hungry individuals 
who need assistance.

Volunteer sackers and drivers as 
well as non-perishable food items are 
needed at food pantries for the holi-
days. Organizers ask families to pick 
up a few extra items during holiday 

grocery trips to help feed the hungry 
or bring the kids to help serve.

“Thanksgiving gatherings with my 
family are among my fondest mem-
ories from childhood. I am grateful 
for those times that always involved 
family and friends, and of course, 
a traditional Thanksgiving dinner,” 
Archbishop Paul Coakley said. “Let us 
not forget our neighbors who struggle 
with poor health, hunger and loneli-
ness this time of year. May we give of 
ourselves and pray for God’s contin-
ued mercy for all.”

 For a list of community dinners 
and food pantries, see the accompa-
nying information or contact your 

continued on page 7
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

The Bishop McGuinness 
Academic Team placed fi rst 
at the district tournament. 
See our briefs.

 St. Gregory’s University 
and Catholic Charities host-
ed a Halloween Carnival 
at the Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center. Check 
our news section.

For upcoming parish 
Advent events, check our 
calendar.

At a recent conference, 
Archbishop Coakley spoke 
about his vocation to the 
priesthood. Listen to the 
podcast at www.archokc.
org.

Check out our mobile 
app in the App Store and 
Google Play!

Find us on Instagram
@archokc.

Due to the Thanksgiving 
holidays, the submission 
deadline for the Nov. 30 
issue is Nov. 20.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Nov. 16 – Marriage Anniversary Mass, 3 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Nov. 18 – Installation Mass for Archbishop Blase J. Cupich, Chicago
Nov. 19 – Presbyteral Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 21 – Groundbreaking/Blessing for New Addition, 10 a.m., Center of Family Love, Okarche
Nov. 21 – Catholic Extension Board of Governors Meeting (via teleconference), Noon
Nov. 21 – Catholic Foundation Board Meeting, 1 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 21 – Opening Session, Region X Youth Conference, 7:30 p.m., Renaissance Hotel, Oklahoma City
Nov. 23 – Closing Mass, Region X Youth Conference, 9 a.m., Renaissance Hotel, Oklahoma City
Nov. 24 – Bible Reading for National Bible Association’s International Day of the Bible, Noon, Oklahoma State  
                Capitol
Nov. 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel at Catholic Pastoral Center.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

During the month of November the Church’s lit-
urgy and popular devotion turn our attention to the 
Four Last Things: death, judgment, heaven and hell. 
This is no morbid fascination, but a sober remind-
er of the transitory nature of this world and a bold 
summons to Christian hope. We begin the month 
celebrating the saints in glory on the Solemnity of All 
Saints. On Nov. 2, we observe the Commemoration of 
All the Faithful Departed (All Souls Day) and later in 
the month, on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, 
we celebrate the triumphant Solemnity of Christ the 
King.

Though we may rarely ponder these realities, they 
are inescapable for each of us. They remind us of the 
eternal destiny of joy that God has prepared for us 
in Christ and the eternal consequences of turning 
our back on God’s love. St. John of the Cross wrote, 
“In the evening of our life, we shall be judged on our 
love.” Perfect love will make possible our immedi-
ate entrance into heaven. Imperfect love will require 
purifi cation. The ultimate rejection of divine love will 
mean eternal separation from God. 

God has made us for heaven, where we will enjoy 
the perfect fulfi llment of all human longing in su-
preme and eternal happiness. We are called to this 
blessedness. We are summoned to be saints. We can-
not even begin to imagine the joy God has prepared 
for us in heaven. The bible uses images such as a 
wedding banquet to offer us a glimpse of the joy and 
happiness of heaven. We know that in heaven we will 
enjoy perfect communion in love with the most Holy 
Trinity and all of the angels and saints. Jesus has 
opened the gates of heaven for us by his death for our 
sins and his resurrection from the dead.

At the other end of the spectrum is the frightful 
rejection of love, which is hell. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church teaches that “The chief punishment 
of hell is eternal separation from God” (CCC 1035) 
who alone is our supreme and ultimate fulfi llment. In 
choosing to persist in sin, those who are condemned 
to hell have freely rejected God’s love and his call to 
repentance. “God predestines no one to go to hell” 
(CCC 1037). He desires only our happiness. But, he 
cannot violate our freedom and force us to love him. 
In that sense, hell is of our own making and choos-
ing. 

Those who die in the state of friendship with God, 
but who are not yet perfected in love, are assured of 
salvation, but they must undergo further purifi ca-
tion from the effects of their sins. Only then can we 
bear the weight of heavenly glory and enter into the 
presence of God. After we die, we can no longer help 
ourselves. While we still are able to do so, we ought 
to make satisfaction for the sins by fervent prayer, 
penance and almsgiving. With the proper dispositions 
we also can obtain indulgences from the Church for 
partial or full remittance of the temporal punishment 
due to our sins. 

The process of purifi cation that continues beyond 
death is called Purgatory. “The Church gives the 
name Purgatory to the fi nal purifi cation of the elect, 
which is entirely different from the punishment of the 
damned” (CCC 1031). We really do not know pre-

cisely what Purgatory 
is. It is often described 
in terms of a purifying 
fi re. The image of fi re 
helps us recognize that 
perfect love is achieved 
only through a painful 
stripping away of the 
remnants of self-cen-
teredness that cling 
to us and keep us from 
loving freely and totally. 

In the Communion of Saints we are united with 
fellow believers on earth, with the suffering souls in 
Purgatory as well as with the blessed in heaven. In 
this wonderful communion of life and love we are able 
to assist and be assisted by the prayers and good 
works of one another. 

The Church is always mindful of the duty to assist 
those in Purgatory especially through the Eucharist. 
We remember the faithful departed in the Eucharistic 
prayer of every Mass. But, we also have the opportu-
nity to request that Masses be offered for our depart-
ed loved ones.

As an expression of the mystery of the Communion 
of Saints, the Church also allows us to obtain indul-
gences and apply them in charity toward the souls 
in Purgatory. Though it is our Christian duty to be 
always mindful of the faithful departed, the month of 
November is an opportune time.

On All Souls Day, we come to the aid our deceased 
brothers and sisters by special remembrance at 
Masses as well as by other local customs. In many 
cultures it is the day set aside for the wonderful prac-
tice of visiting the graves of deceased family members.  
By visiting these places we honor the dead and by our 
prayers we assist them as they await the fulfi llment 
of their hope, that is, the resurrection of the body and 
life everlasting. Amen.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

November and the four last things

“The Last Judgment” by Michelangelo Buonarroti in the 
Sistine Chapel. CNS photo/Paul Haring.
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Vatican releases offi cial English translation of synod’s report 

VATICAN CITY – Now released in English, the 
Synod of Bishop’s fi nal relatio reveals a more 
positive tone regarding the family called for 
by the synod’s small groups as well as greater 
clarity on phrases that generated confusion in 
the midterm relatio.

At the close of the 10-day meeting, which 
gathered 253 bishops from around the world, 
a fi nal document was issued that summed up 
key points of the discussion that took place, 
and which serves as the offi cial “working doc-
ument” for next year’s ordinary synod on the 
family.

With substantial changes made in compar-
ison to the much discussed midterm synod 
report, particularly surrounding the topics of 
both homosexual and divorced and remarried 
persons offers a more positive tone, more refer-
ences to scripture and clearer language.

On the topic of homosexuality, the fi nal 
report noted how some families have some 
members who are homosexually oriented, and 
said there had been signifi cant discussion sur-
rounding the appropriate pastoral response in 
accord with Catholic teaching.

“There are absolutely no grounds for con-
sidering homosexual unions to be in any way 
similar or even remotely analogous to God’s 
plan for marriage and family,” the report read 
in paragraph 55.

However, it also emphasized that “men and 
women with a homosexual tendency ought to 
be received with respect and sensitivity. Every 
sign of unjust discrimination in their regard 
should be avoided.”

In the following paragraph the report con-
demned international organizations that link 
their fi nancial assistance to poor countries 
with the acceptance of laws supporting the 
establishment of same-sex “marriage.”

On the topic of divorced and re-married Cath-
olics, the fi nal report emphasized that these 
situations require “careful discernment and an 
accompaniment of great respect.”

“Language or behavior which might make 
them feel an object of discrimination should 
be avoided, all the while encouraging them to 
participate in the life of the community,” the 
document read, pointing out how the synod 
fathers discussed the possibility of giving per-
sons access to confession and communion.

Even though there were divergent opinions 
on the issue, with some advocating for cur-
rent practice to remain the same and others 
promoting a more personalized approach that 
would give access in certain situations, their 
fi nal word in the closing report said the topic 
still “needs to be thoroughly examined.”

Discussion also touched on the topic of 
spiritual communion for the divorced and 
remarried, which is a topic the synod fathers 
also said needed “further theological study” of 

spiritual communion in light of the sacrament 
of marriage.

Signifi cant discussion also surrounded the 
topic of streamlining the annulment process, 
and the report observed how many synod 
fathers had stressed the need for making the 
process “more accessible and less time-con-
suming.”

Among the proposals offered was the estab-
lishment of an administrative process under 
the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop as well 
as a “simple” process to be used when the case 
of nullity is clearly evident.

Among other proposals, the role of faith in 
the lives of persons who marry “could possibly 
be examined in ascertaining the validity of the 
Sacrament of Marriage, all the while maintain-
ing that the marriage of two baptized Chris-
tians is always a sacrament,” the document 
explained.

Paragraph 49 also touched on the procedure 
of marriage cases, saying that numerous synod 
fathers requested that a group of persons, both 
lay and clerical, be completely dedicated to this 
particular work, which would require greater 
responsibility from the diocesan bishop.

In regards to mixed marriages, the fi nal re-
latio explained that there were frequent inter-
ventions expressing concerns on the topic, and 
that differences with Orthodox Churches in 
terms of marital regulations can in some cases 
create “serious problems.”

In his concluding speech for the Synod of 
Bishops, Pope Francis explained that “we still 
have one year to mature, with true spiritual 
discernment, the proposed ideas.”

He encouraged this spiritual discernment 
be used to “fi nd concrete solutions to so many 
diffi culties and innumerable challenges that 
families must confront; to give answers to the 
many discouragements that surround and suf-
focate families.”

By Elise Harris 
CNA/EWTN 

CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz.

Just imagine for a moment that you have no 
home. 

What will you do for meals today? Where will 
you shower? Where will you sleep? If you have 
children, how will you provide for them? And 
how will you cope with being homeless tomor-
row, next week, next month? Such imaginations 
are distressing. Aren’t they?

Last winter I took imagining what it would be 
like to be homeless one step further. I lived one 
day in Baltimore as a homeless man trying to 
stay warm and fed. From street, to soup kitch-
en, to shelter I ventured.

I learned a lot that day about how rough it is 
to have no place to call your own. But, later that 
night my experience as a homeless person end-
ed. I got in my vehicle and headed for home. 

For 100 million people throughout the world, 
not having a home to go to each night is a hard, 
sad reality (61st session of the U.N. Commission 

on Human Rights). And in the U.S., according 
to the National Coalition for the Homeless, 3.5 
million people – 39 percent of which are children 
– have no place to call home. 

Recently, I spoke with Ken Leslie, a former 
homeless alcoholic and drug addict, who is now 
a leading advocate for people who have no home. 
Based in Toledo, Ohio, Leslie founded 1Matters 
to help break down homeless stereotypes and 
build community.

 One major stereotype is the word “homeless” 
itself. Since the word “homeless” often conjures 
up negative images of people, which in most 
cases are completely untrue, Leslie prefers using 
the word “unhoused.” 

A model project of 1Matters is “Tent City.” 
Every year on the last weekend of October, Tent 
City brings together doctors, nurses, medical 
students, social workers and more than 500 
other caring souls to serve the unhoused.

This year, Tent City celebrated its 25th anni-
versary. On Toledo’s Civic Center Mall, under 
several tents, approximately 1,000 unhoused 
and marginally housed fellow human beings re-
ceived medical treatment, prescriptions, job and 
housing assistance, I.D. acquisition, haircuts, 
food, clothing, commitment to follow-up care 
and lots of love. 

Another outstanding program of 1Matters is 
“Veterans Matter.” 

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs, there are more than 49,000 homeless 

veterans on the streets of America. And while 
many of them qualify for government rental as-
sistance, they lack the upfront deposit needed to 
get an apartment.

 Veterans Matter has provided deposits for 
approximately 500 veterans to date in several 
states. 

Everyone deserves a home. And National 
Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week (Nov. 
15-23) is an ideal time to get started in helping 
to make a difference in the lives of unhoused 
people. 

The social doctrine of the Catholic Church 
clearly teaches that safe, decent housing is a 
basic human right. And that individuals, gov-
ernments and society in general have a moral 
obligation to help end homelessness.

In the spirit of the Beatitudes: “Blessed are 
those who help the unhoused, for they shall fi nd 
a home in heaven.”  

Tony Magliano is an internationally syndicated 
social justice and peace columnist.

Making a Difference: Everyone needs a home
National Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week

Tony Magliano

Syndicated social 
justice columnist

CNS photo/Paul Haring.

To read the full synod report, visit 
www.archokc.org, click the Media tab 
and look under Documents.



A year after graduating from col-
lege, I found myself at daily Mass 
with a friend my age and her new-
born baby. An older woman, heart-
warmed by the sight of a beautiful 
young mother with her child, came 
up to us as we were leaving to tell 
my friend how happy she was to 
see a young woman living out her 
vocation.

The words, meant as encour-
agement to my friend, stung me: 
I would have loved for my own 
vocation to be clearer. I was open 
to and desirous of marriage and 
motherhood, but that had not 
yet been given to me. The lack of 
knowledge about my permanent 
vocation led to an uncertainty 
about my relationships to others 
as an adult.

The doubts about the signifi -
cance and nature of our relation-
ships to others as adults can be 
compounded in a church that reg-
ularly extols the virtuous of mar-
riage and family life, even if it also 
discusses the diffi culties, as at the 
recent Synod on the Family.

In his opening address at the 
Synod, Pope Francis says, “The 
family has been, from the begin-
ning, an integral part of his loving 
plan for humanity.”

Only 26 percent of Millenials, 
however, are married (a record 
low for this age group). While the 
high percentages of single young 
adults emphasizes the importance 
of praising marriage, these state-
ments can add to feelings of isola-
tion for these same people, many 
of whom desire marriage. While 
they would like to be husbands 
and wives, mothers and fathers, 
they are not, often through no 
choice of their own. As a recent 
interviewee put it, “To be married, 
you have to persuade someone to 
marry you.”

But the single person is still a 

sister or brother, aunt or uncle, 
daughter or son, granddaughter 
or grandson. The single person is 
part of a family — something easily 
forgotten in an age when “to have 
a family” is equated with being 
the head of a family, and families 
are reduced to adult parents and 
minor children. Families, howev-
er, extend above and beyond the 
nuclear family, to aunts, uncles, 
grandparents, and siblings — and 
to the parish family. Each of us 
comes into this world given to par-
ticular people.

The single person can be tempt-
ed to eschew obligations to their 
natural or adoptive family in favor 
of fun times out with friends. 
While socializing with peers also is 
a necessary part of life, it cannot 
be at the expense of familial com-
mitments. The words of Cardinal 

Erdo, relator general of the Synod 
on the Family, speak to this great 
challenge of the family when he 
said that often we equate love with 
emotions, where the “feel good 
factor” outweighs any other val-
ue, particularly commitment and 
sacrifi ce.

Commitment to one’s family of 
origin and parish family can help 
develop a cohesive narrative, view-
ing life with a consistent mission.

Such a commitment develops 
natural virtue, guarding against 
the pull to selfi shness and coun-
tering the temptation Cardinal 
Erdo laid out. He said that often, 
we live in a world of mere emo-
tions, where life “is not a project, 
but a series of moments” and “sta-
ble commitment appears formida-
ble.”

Pope Francis’s remarks in his 
closing homily also speak to sin-
gle adults, especially those who 
desire marriage. He said that the 
most important aspect of follow-
ing Christ is, “being docile to His 
will, devoting our lives to Him and 
working for His Kingdom of mercy, 
love, and peace.”

He continued by saying that in 
following the will of God, we are 
given a hope that stands in the 
face of the pervasive cynicism in 
our culture. “Here is the leaven 
which makes it grow and the salt 
which gives fl avor to all our efforts 
to combat the prevalent pessimism 
which the world proposes to us.”
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Young singles face great challenge of the family

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Black Catholics have made their mark 
on the Catholic Church in its more than 2,000-year history and the 
U.S. church’s observance of Black Catholic History Month each No-
vember calls to mind those contributions, said an offi cial of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. The month celebrates the lives and 
contributions of black saints through the centuries and the ministry 
of leading African-American laypeople and religious, some of whom 
are candidates for sainthood. It is important for black Catholics to 
remember that “many well-known people came before us,” said Don-
na Toliver Grimes, assistant director of African American affairs for 
the USCCB’s Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the Church.

Black Catholics’ history,
heritage given special notice

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda 

Biddick
For the Sooner 

Catholic

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of 
Philadelphia is pictured in front of 
the offi cial image for the Sept. 22-27, 
2015, World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia. CNS photo/Massimiliano 
Migliorato. 

Pope hails role of St. John 
Paul in Berlin Wall’s fall

 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Commemorating 

the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, Pope Francis said the sudden end 
to the division of Europe was prepared by 
the prayers and sacrifi ce of many people, 
including St. John Paul II.

After reciting the Angelus prayer Nov. 
9 with visitors in St. Peter’s Square, Pope 
Francis spoke about the anniversary of the 
wall coming down, a wall “that for so long 
cut the city in two and was a symbol of the 
ideological division of Europe and of the 
entire world.

The fall was sudden, but it was made 
possible by the long and hard commitment 
of many people who struggled, prayed and 
suffered for it, some even sacrifi cing their 
lives,” the pope said. St. John Paul II, he 
said, had “a role as protagonist” in the 
change.

During his lifetime, the Polish-born pope 
refused to claim personal credit for the 
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, 
but he knew his support for human dig-
nity and freedom energized the forces for 
change, particularly in his homeland.
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Meet Our 
Sisters

This is part of a series to introduce the religious 
sisters of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. The 
sisters serve in Oklahoma.

Sister Gisela Rivera, CMST

 What community do you belong to? I belong to 
the Missionary Carmelites of Saint Teresa.

What is your ministry in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City? I am part of the promoters of voca-
tions for this region, but in Clinton, I am one 
of the ministers at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. 
Our job is to provide a bridge between differ-
ent cultures, the major one being American to 
Hispanic.

When and at what age did you enter the con-
vent? I entered the convent the day I turned 15.

When did you take your fi nal vows? I made my 
fi nal vows in 1961.

When and how did you fi rst discern a call to the 
religious life? I began to feel an emptiness in my 
life. I discovered that I wanted to serve God and 
my neighbor. This was when I was 13 1/2 years 
old.

What has surprised you the most in your voca-
tion? What has surprised me the most is that I 
had to serve in a parish and study and continue 
preparing myself to serve, and respond better to 
my work.

What is the most fulfi lling part of your vocation? 
What has been the most fulfi lling is being able 
to help people who need my prayers and my 
happiness, and being happy to serve those who 
need me.

What is your advice to young women who are in 
the process of discerning their vocation? If they 
feel dissatisfi ed, if they don’t feel happy in their 
activities, to take time for themselves and get 
to know various religious communities, to visit 
them and fi nd the place where God needs them.

About my community: Our biggest work is our 
daily prayer as a community. This experience of 
God brings us to the apostolate with happiness, 
and we can bring that to share with others in 
our work and above all in our community. Our 
mother house is in Mexico City and there are 
four superiors, one in charge of each region. 
Our Provincial Superior is in Houston.

Norman’s Saint Thomas More 
hosts Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage

Pope Benedict said, “To go on pilgrimage 
really means to step out of ourselves in order 
to encounter God where he has revealed 
himself, where his grace has shone with 
particular splendor and produced rich fruits 
of conversion and holiness among those who 
believe.”

Saint Thomas More University Parish in 
Norman is hosting a unique event to immerse 
yourself in the gospel message of Lourdes 
as given by our Lady to Saint Bernadette. In 
1858, Mary appeared to Bernadette Soubir-
ous in Lourdes, France.

Throughout her life, Saint Bernadette saw 
18 apparitions of the Blessed Mother and 
among other things was asked to pray for 
sinners, do penance, “drink from the foun-
tain and bathe in it,” and build a chapel at 
the Grotto where she appeared. More than 5 
million Christian pilgrims visit Lourdes each 
year to receive the healing grace passed down 
from Saint Bernadette.

 On Monday, Nov. 24, at 7 p.m. St. Thomas 
More, along with North American Lourdes 
Volunteers, is hosting a Lourdes Virtual 
Pilgrimage. Those in attendance will have 
a chance to touch the Grotto Rock from 

Lourdes, understand and feel the grace of 
the Lourdes water and receive a Eucharistic 
blessing. All of those attending this guided 
tour will be granted a Plenary Indulgence, 
under the usual conditions. The event is free.

 Bridget Graham and Alicia Reynolds, 
University of Oklahoma juniors and parish-
ioners of Saint Thomas More, fi rst partnered 
with North American Lourdes Volunteers this 
past June when they went on a volunteer 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. They said traveling 
to Lourdes changed their lives through their 
understanding of the Blessed Mother.

“We both agree that being in Lourdes was 
the closest we felt to being in Heaven, and 
we want to share this gift with our Oklahoma 
community!”

 Founder and president of North American 
Lourdes Volunteers, Marlene Watkins, will 
lead the Virtual Pilgrimage and Father Jim 
Goins will do a Eucharistic blessing.

Graham and Reynolds hope everyone 
comes to experience this virtual pilgrimage 
and believe it brings the message of Our 
Lady of Lourdes and the experience of visit-
ing Lourdes for those who would never have 
the chance of traveling to the apparition site 
in France. 

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Bridget Graham and Alicia Reynolds (on left) in Lourdes. Photo provided.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

Carmelite Sisters spread their wings and fl y
Saint Ann Retirement Center was given a free 

ticket to fl y on a 1929 Ford Tri-Motor 
Airplane.

This special vintage airplane visited 
Sundance Airport in Oklahoma City on 
Sept. 25. The owner offered free tours 
of the airplane and a short fl ight. Saint 
Ann’s held a drawing for a free ticket 
for one of their residents to fl y in the 
nine-passenger plane that was built 
more than 85 years ago.  

While most of the residents were hes-
itant to put their name into the draw-
ing, the ticket hopper quickly began to 
grow. The drawing took place on Sept. 

24, and the winner was Sister Sylvia. The Sisters 
have nicknamed her the “fl ying nun.” 

On the day of the fl ight, two other 
residents decided to pay their own way 
to fl y with Sister Sylvia. She said she 
would go again if given the opportunity.

The Carmelite Sisters moved into St. 
Ann’s this summer, and were welcomed 
by the community. A new convent is 
being built near St. Ann’s with a pro-
jected completion date of September 
2015.

For more information on St. Ann’s 
Retirement Center, call Richard Amend 
at (405) 721-0747.
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Prayer and penance mark the Advent season
Nov. 30 is the fi rst Sunday of 

Advent. Advent means coming. 
Advent to Christians means the 
coming of Christ. 

The glossary for the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church states 
“ADVENT: The liturgical season of 
four weeks devoted to preparation 
for the coming of Christ at Christ-
mas.” Advent is symbolized by the 
four candles we see at Mass: three 
colored violet and one colored rose.

Each week, an additional candle 
is lit as we come closer to Christ-
mas. “I have come as light into the 
world, and whoever believes in me 
may not remain in darkness.” Jn 
12:46.

The fi rst two Sundays, Nov. 30 
and Dec. 7, and the fourth Sun-
day, Dec. 21, are marked by violet 
colored candles, and the priest-cel-
ebrant wears a violet vestment. 
The third Sunday, Dec. 14, which 
is Gaudete Sunday, is marked by a 
rose-colored candle, and the priest 
may wear a rose vestment. 

Gaudete is Latin for rejoice, and 
Gaudete Sunday is a reprieve from 
the penitential acts like self-denial 
that should be practiced during 
Advent. Violet is the color of pen-
ance; rose is the color of joy.

Although it is not often men-
tioned, Advent is a penitential time 
when we should practice some 
acts of penance like self-denial 
because we are preparing for the 
coming of Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, for 
many of us, Advent is overlooked 
and, in effect, ignored by an ob-
session with shopping and many 
parties before Christmas.

Prayer and self-denial are out 
of place in our hyper-secularized, 
consumer driven society, espe-
cially before Christmas, but the 
Church challenges us to be differ-
ent from the world.

So, are we to be sullen before 
Christmas? No. It is perfectly prop-
er to enjoy Advent, which is meant 
to show and emphasize what the 
season is about, the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, “the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sins 
of the world,” not the buying of 
things and parties.

Moreover, frantic shopping and 
partying can be a lot of work that 
may take some of the genuine joy 

away from Christmas. What can be 
more joyful than God’s becoming 
man for our salvation? Nothing!

Ted King is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

A lit candle is seen on a wreath during Mass in the Crypt Church at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington.
CNS photo/Bob Roller.

By Ted King
For the Sooner Catholic

Two books that are a blessing for the coming year

“Blessings of the Table” and “Blessings of the 
Daily: A Monastic Book of Days” are two books 
for the new year that offer to take the reader on 
a day-by-day journey through the liturgical and 
calendar seasons.

Written by Brother Victor-Antoine d’Avila-La-
tourette of Our Lady of the Resurrection Mon-
astery in New York’s Hudson Valley, each book 
is imbued with the personality of its popular 
author whose culinary talent has been enjoyed 
in the pages of “From a Monastery Kitchen, 
Twelve Months of Monastery Soups,” and “The 
Pure Joy of Monastery Cooking.”

“Blessings of the Table” is a compilation of 
table graces, prayers offered before and after 
meals.  In his introduction, Brother Victor-An-
toine talks about “the sacred character of 
the dinner table,” the “profound link between 
prayer and the meal itself.”  He points out the 
many passages in the New Testament that are 
tied to the breaking of the bread, most notably 
the institution of the Eucharist, but also the 
wedding at Cana, the meal at Emmaus, and 
the multiplication of the loaves and fi shes.

Part I of “Blessings at Table” begins as the 
church year begins, with Advent and blessings 
for this season. Following are graces for Christ-
mas, Easter, Ordinary Time and blessings for 
the feast days of saints. Each day’s pages are 
decorated with drawings that resemble wood-
cuts, and each day offers an optional reading 
in Scripture.

The prayers refl ect the fact that meals are 
meant to be shared. For each day, there is 
something to be read by a “leader” as well as a 
response to be said by “all.”  The Lord’s Prayer 
may be offered, followed by a “blessing” for the 
day, to which all present answer “amen.”  Indi-
viduals, of course, can make use of the book by 
joining in spirit with the family of God.

Part II of “Blessings at Table” includes 
blessings for special foods such as oil, wine, 
bread and herbs. Also featured, are prayers 
of thanksgiving after meals, ecumenical and 
international graces, prayers for children and 
still others.

The second selection reviewed here, “Bless-
ings of the Daily: A Monastery Book of Days” 
was written on request from readers who had 
enjoyed Brother Victor-Antoine’s cookbooks 
and asked for a book that would capture and 
expand on the monastic themes that are a 
featured part of his culinary works. And so, 
Brother tells us in his introduction, he began 
the work of “putting into writing the daily mo-
ments of monastic living, as experienced here 
at Our Lady of the Resurrection.”

The book begins by recording his thoughts on 
Dec. 1 as he recalls the martyrdom of Father 
Charles de Foucauld in the Sahara in 1916 
when the hermitage of this French priest was 
attacked and he refused to reject his Christian 
faith and accept the Koran. The Dec. 1 entry is 
like so many in the book in that it introduces 
the reader to a new personage or a somewhat 

obscure saint or takes a new look at a familiar 
idea.

Brother Victor-Antoine introduces us to Saint 
Pachomius, Silouan the Athonite, Saint Poe-
men the Shepherd and Saint Telchilde, Abbess. 
His day entries begin with quotes from Ed-
mund Spencer, Theophan the Recluse, Lewis 
Carroll and Martin Luther. He begins with lines 
from Byzantine Matins, a Shaker song, and an 
old French proverb.

“Blessings of the Daily” will enrich and beau-
tify the daily living of anyone who reads it and 
uses it as a guide for the year.  This book, as 
well as “Blessings of the Table,” would make a 
wonderful Christmas gift for someone else or a 
treasured addition to one’s own library.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic
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Thanksgiving
continued from page 1

parish. For other assistance, contact Catholic 
Charities at (800) 375-8514.

St. James the Greater, OKC
St. Vincent de Paul Ministry - Food pantry at 

1331 SW 59. The helpline is (405) 636-6804. 
We provide food assistance on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

St. Charles Borromeo, OKC
Volunteers needed at 9 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 

22, at the Dorothy Day Center, 4909 N State. 
Volunteers will help with grocery delivery to 
low-income home bound people or those who 
do not have transportation to a local food pan-
try. Volunteers also are needed to sack food on 
Nov. 20 and Nov. 21 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for 
delivery Saturday morning. The center is locat-
ed on the southeast corner of the St. Charles 
Borromeo property. The hunger ministry is 
part of its parish Social Ministry program. For 
information, go online to www.thedorothyday-
center.com.

Thanksgiving dance will be held Nov. 22. Mix 
and mingle 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.; music 8 p.m. to 
11 p.m. Snacks are welcome for the sharing 
table. Ask a friend to come. Also, if you like, 
bring non-perishable food items for our Dor-
othy Day Center to help feed the poor. The 
dance is at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 5024 
N Grove Ave., OKC. For more information, call 
Al at (405) 631-0763.

St. Francis of Assisi, OKC
Rosary School Turkey Bingo on Nov. 21 from 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the parish hall.

St. Joseph, Ada
Abba’s Tables soup kitchen open for dinner 

every night except Sunday from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. at 600 W 9, Ada.

St. Monica, Edmond
Knights of Columbus Chili Cook-Off, Satur-

day, Nov. 22, after 5 p.m. Mass in the Parish 

Center.

St. Gregory the Great, Enid
Food Drive for Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry 

- Please bring food donations to the Parish Hall 
on Sunday, Nov. 16.

St. Mary, Guthrie
Annual Parish Thanksgiving/Bake Sale Sun-

day, Nov. 16, after 10:30 a.m. Mass in the par-
ish hall, sponsored by the Catholic Daughters. 

God’s Food Bank is a non-profi t organization 
that provides food items to families in Logan 
County. God’s food bank, 1324 N Wentz Street, 
is open on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; and on Thursdays from Noon to 5:30 
p.m.

St. Teresa, Harrah
St. Teresa’s Church will host the annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner and Bazaar on Sunday, 

Nov. 23, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 1576 N Tim 
Holt Drive. An Early Bird Bazaar will be held 
on Saturday, Nov. 22, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. as 
well as on Sunday during dinner. Handcrafted 
items include Christmas decorations, wreathes, 
cookbooks and baked goods. A donation draw-
ing also will be conducted on several unique 
items. The public is invited. Cost for the din-
ner is $7 for adults and $3 for children ages 
10 and under. Carry-out orders available. For 
more information, contact Bernadette Klim-
kowski at (405) 454-2871 or Debby Birdsong at 
(405) 454-2167.

St. Joseph, Norman
St. Joseph’s parish will host its 92nd annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Nov. 16. The dinner will be served in the Parish 
Center gym at 421 E Acres. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for children (6-12), $30 for a family 
of fi ve, and children ages 5 and under are free. 
For tickets, call Rita at (405) 321-1376.

St. Thomas More, Norman
Martha and Mary Guild Fall Bazaar will be 

held from 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 29 and 
30 in the St. Thomas More atrium, 100 E Stin-
son, Norman. Items include a raffl e table with 
six wonderful gifts, a baked goods table and 
lots of arts and crafts.

St. Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley
Parish Thanksgiving Dinner, Sunday, Nov. 

16, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., 205 W Bert Ave.

St. Peter, Woodward
Food Pantry, 1111 Downs Ave., is run by vol-

unteers. If you would like to volunteer or can 
provide items after the holiday season, contact 
Karen Ansley at (580) 254-1504 or (580) 254-
1215.

Grace Outreach, 1316 9 Street, provides hot 
meals on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. to anyone in need. Various groups 
and volunteers provide the meals.

Catholic Campaign for Human Development: Lifting up the poor

For more than 46 million Ameri-
cans, and one in six Oklahomans, 
there is a thin line between health 
and hunger, home and home-
lessness, and work and unem-
ployment – a line more commonly 
known as poverty.

For a family of four, that line 
is set at an income of less than 
$23,283 a year. With a goal of 
changing systems and policies that 
keep people in poverty, the Unit-
ed States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops founded 40 years ago the 
Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD).

“The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development is dedicated 
to breaking the cycle of poverty by 
funding community programs that 
encourage independence,” said 
Becky VanPool, diocesan director 
of CCHD. “Through the donations 
received in 2014, CCHD was able 
to give a record number of grants 
to our Catholic communities and 
lift up those who are struggling.”

As one of the Catholic Church’s 
domestic anti-poverty programs, 
CCHD supports programs aimed 

at breaking the cycle of poverty 
through community groups that 
create lasting change.

Previous efforts that received 
funding included engaging His-
panic families in their children’s 
schools, tutoring programs, vo-
cational development for devel-
opmentally challenged adults, 
community afterschool programs, 
transportation assistance for the 
homeless, and support of the 
Cabrini Ministry (a suicide preven-
tion program of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City with support from 
Catholic Charities).

This year’s annual collection will 
be held the weekend of Nov. 22-23 
in parishes throughout the archdi-
ocese.  Twenty-fi ve percent of the 
proceeds from the collection stay 
in the archdiocese to help combat 
poverty at the local level. In 2014, 
support was provided to Saint 
Mary Church in Ardmore, Holy 
Trinity Church in Okarche and 
Saint Charles Borromeo Church 
and Sacred Heart Church in 
Oklahoma City. Bishop McGuin-
ness High School and Mount Saint 
Mary High School also received 
grants that supported student out-

reach service projects. 
“Because of the generosity of our 

donors, we impacted lives across 
Oklahoma last year,” VanPool 
said. “Your support this year will 
help continue that work and give 
those in poverty the support they 
need.”

The mission of CCHD is to ed-
ucate people about poverty and 
its causes. For more information 
about CCHD and the local cam-
paign, contact Becky VanPool at 
(405) 523-3003 or e-mail bvan-
pool@catholiccharitiesok.org.

Special for the Sooner Catholic
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The Mount launches “Higher Ground” campaign
On Nov. 1, Mount Saint Mary 

Catholic High School announced 
the launch of “Higher Ground,” 
a $4.4 million capital campaign 
effort set to upgrade and expand 
the current facility. The campaign, 
the most aggressive fundraising 
effort in the history of the school, 
was revealed during “Magic at the 
Mount,” the school’s annual fund-
raising event. 

More than $3.1 million has been 
committed to “Higher Ground” 
from several donors, including the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
Mount Saint Mary, the oldest 
Catholic high school in Oklahoma, 
is the only Catholic high school in 
the country that is co-sponsored 
by the local archdiocese and a re-
ligious congregation. Mount Saint 
Mary is partnered with the Sisters 
of Mercy, who established the 
school in 1903. 

Other donors include Inasmuch 
Foundation, the Tom and Judy 
Love Foundation, the Robert Glenn 
Rapp Foundation, Mercy Hospi-
tals/Mercy Clinic, 7-Eleven Stores, 
Matt and Janis Mollman, Tim and 
Kay Byrne, Fred and Fran Krapff 
and Nancy and George Records. 

Principal Talita DeNegri, a 1980 
graduate of Mount Saint Mary, ex-
pressed her excitement about the 
upcoming changes.

“As we begin taking Mount Saint 
Mary to “higher ground” because 
of our vision for the future and 
due to the fact our students and 
our school deserve this moment 
– this vision – we hope to break 
ground this summer and complete 
Phase I within two years.”

The fi rst phase of the addition 

and expansion will focus on fi ve 
areas – a new commons hall, 
kitchen, cafeteria, east patio and 
west patio. The current kitch-
en and cafeteria spaces will be 
overhauled as part of this phase. 
Kitchen space is expected to in-
crease in size from 524 to 1884 
square feet while seating in the 
commons area is expected to in-
crease from 80 to 300 square feet. 

Eventual plans for the complete 
transformation of the campus 
include an outdoor athletic facility, 
performing arts center and gymna-
sium.

Chris Stiles, director of advance-
ment at Mount Saint Mary, called 
the campaign the most bold, am-
bitious drive the school has ever 
undertaken. Stiles expressed his 
enthusiasm about the support the 
campaign has already received.

“Archbishop Coakley’s involve-
ment and the investment of our 
leadership partners have been the 
catalyst for our great start. Now, 
we are asking all of our constit-
uents to take ownership in our 
mission and do what they can to 
help fi nish this campaign with 
strength.” 

For more information, go online 
to www.msmhigherground.org. 

* * * * *

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Top: A rendering of the new Commons 
area to be built at Mount St. Mary 
High School. Courtesy Architectural De-
sign Group. Middle: Archbishop Coak-
ley chats with Frs. De Loera and Wolf 
at the auction. Bottom left: Principal 
Talita DeNegri was surprised during 
the live auction with a painted picture 
of her and her late father Pete Cordova 
(a longtime teacher at the Mount). Bot-
tom right: Participants cuddled a little 
rescue dog at the auction.
Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

BMCHS One Act Play group
wins state championship

The Bishop McGuinness Cath-
olic High School One Act Play 
group won their second consecu-
tive Class 5A State Championship 
last week with their performance 
of “Alice” during the OSSAA state 
competition held at East Central 
University in Ada.

Cast members, juniors Christo-
pher Allen and Evan Clear, were 
selected by the judges as part of 
the All State Cast, placing them 
in the top nine of all actors from 
competing plays. Allen played the 
role of Mad Hatter while Clear 
was the March Hare. The techni-
cal crew won Outstanding Stage 
Crew/Tech.  

Cast and crew members includ-

ed: Olivia Agosta, Canyen Ash-
worth, Milton Blackburn, Lara 
Branum, Sarah Jane Brooks, Eliz-
abeth Butts, Jordan Chavez, Dru 
Chilson, Isabella Curling, Grace 
Duginski, Lilly Forth, Madeline 
Gerber, Lilly Haave, Maddie Hart, 
Bridget Hatch, Allison Hopfer, 
Ryan Mai-Do, Cheyenne Martin, 
Danny Nguyen, Elaina Noll, Kim-
berly Potter, Luke Ray, Brandon 
Swindle, Alison Van Horn, and 
Hayden Zehrung.

“Alice” was performed under the 
direction of Ryan J. Swartz, with 
technical direction by Matt Avra. 
The play was choreographed by 
Brandi Kelley.

Bishop McGuinness Homecoming Court
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School recently celebrated “Hip Hop” 

homecoming week. Selected as the 2014 Homecoming Queen was Ijeoma 
Njenje. Ijeoma was crowned by Zach Kelley and last year’s queen, Maddy Hill 
during halftime ceremonies of the Bishop McGuinness vs. Guymon football 
game. Ijeoma is the daughter of Charles and Blessing Njenje of Edmond. 

Ijeoma was escorted by Tim Rosencrans. Other members of the court 
were Annie Coffey escorted by Ricky Bisson; Aspen Weber escorted by Ian 
Smith; Blair Morgan escorted by Jennings Jarman; Anna Egas escorted by 
Daniel Velasco; Katie Doan escorted by Brent Wilson; Blaire Scott escorted 
by Gavin Gee; and Lisa Tran escorted by Kieran Raj. The Crown Bearer was 
Jack Frame and the Flower Girl was Rylei McMahill.

Oklahoma Catholics celebrate All Saints Day 

All Saints Day party at St. Monica Church, Edmond. At left, Fr. Gregory Nguyen poses with a saint. Photos provided.

Abbot Lawrence of St. Gregory’s Abbey spends time with “St. Benedict” and “St. Scholastica” at the St. James the Greater All 
Saints Day school Mass in Oklahoma City. Photos provided.

In Prague, a girl dressed 
as St. Patrick stands 
in line to play a game 
at the St. Wenceslaus 
Religious Education 
Department All Saints 
Day Party. The week 
prior to the party, all 
classes concentrated 
on each child fi nding a 
saint they could relate 
to. The night of the par-
ty, the children dressed 
as their chosen saint. 
They played games such 
as Pin the Sacred Heart 
on Jesus, Saint Walk, 
Knock on Jesus’ Door 
and He will let you in, 
and Guess How Many 
Saints are in a Jar. Pho-
tos provided.

Each year, school children 
from across the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City dress as 
their favorite saints in honor 
of All Saints Day. This year, 
All Saints Day was celebrated 
on Saturday, Nov. 1.

All Saints Day is a re-
minder for Catholics of the 
Church’s three components: 
the Church Triumphant in 
Heaven, the Church Suffering 
in Purgatory, and the Church 
Militant on earth.

All Saints Day is believed 
to have been started by Pope 
Gregory III (731-741) as a 
day to honor the saints, some 
of whom were martyrs. All 
Saints Day recognizes all the 
saints in Heaven, not just 
those canonized, and may 
include some of our relatives, 
priests, monks and nuns, or 
even popes.
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‘Fury’ and ‘St. Vincent’ offer surprisingly Christian themes

What makes a man truly good – as in noble, 
brave and heroic? Is it the ability to fi ght evil 
in a war, or the willingness to help others even 
when there’s great emotional or monetary sac-
rifi ce involved? And can a man attain greatness 
even when he is deeply fl awed in some signifi -
cant ways?

Those questions are explored in two new and 
very different movies, “Fury” and “St. Vincent,” 
that offer audiences the riches of unpredictable 
and fresh writing, bold performances and su-
perb direction. The fact that “Fury” is a harrow-
ing and hell-raising WWII fi lm led by Brad Pitt 
and “St. Vincent” is a quirky dramedy starring 
Bill Murray refl ects the fact that this fall has 
been offering an impressive slate of fi lms to 
make up for a summer of shallowness.

Surprisingly, they are also fi lms with very 
strong Christian themes and characters who 
are front and center to the story. “Fury” is fi lled 
with profanity, like most modern-era war mov-
ies, but at least three of the fi ve main charac-
ters are Christian and both prayers and heart-
felt descriptions of Scripture and God’s call are 
front and center to its most heroic moments. 
Any grown adult has heard “bad words” before, 
and these are grunted and yelled in the context 
of battling Nazis, so tune those out and you’ll 
be astonished to fi nd a truly powerful Christian 
witness.

“St. Vincent” has less profanity, being a 
PG-13 fi lm, but it does feature a central char-
acter who smokes, drinks and gambles way 
too much. He also hires a hooker weekly and 
the movie opens with a brief and tawdry (yet 
clothed in underwear) sex scene between that 
tries to play for laughs, but get past that min-
ute or so and you’ll be rewarded with a beau-
tiful and touching story of redemption that 
calls us all to strive to be saints no matter how 
many faults we are fi ghting.

“Fury” follows the story of Don “Wardad-
dy” Collier (Pitt) and his four-man tank team 
(including a solid Shia LeBeouf and an Os-
car-worthy Logan Lerman) as they attempt 
to mow down Nazis in the heart of Germany.  
Tough but scrupulously fair, Collier has a ster-
ling record of always bringing his team back 
alive.

But when his main gunner is killed, his 
replacement is a clerk typist named Norman 
(Lerman) who has never been trained in com-
bat and is petrifi ed by the idea of killing some-
one, even a Nazi. In his one morally ques-
tionable move, Collier forces Norman to shoot 
dead a Nazi soldier who is trying to surrender, 
and that life lesson in knowing how to kill or 
be killed leads to all manner of life lessons 
through the rest of the fi lm, including a fi nal 
showdown between these fantastic fi ve and a 
regimen of 300 SS offi cers.

“Fury” is written and directed by David Ayer, 
who has written the grittiest cop movies of this 
century in “Training Day” and the absolutely 
superb “End of Watch.” Here, he turns his eye 

away from the hellish streets of some corners 
of Los Angeles and towards the battlefi eld, 
offering an even more ambitious look at what 
defi nes manhood.

The choice to use the term “manhood” is 
intentional here, as these are both movies 
centering squarely on men – some in life and 
death situations from decades past, some in 
more low-key daily crises in the present day. 
But both these movies offer a refreshing al-
ternative to the often-neutered modern males 
portrayed on screen these days, while fi nding a 
safe median on the spectrum between Rambo 
and Ross from “Friends.”

“Fury” is packed with action, and while tis 
fi nal half-hour is thoroughly rousing, it takes 
the time to show the devastating impact com-
bat – especially the close, hand-to-hand kind 
still prevalent during the 1940s – could have 
on the mind, soul and spirit of our troops. It 
also has a centerpiece section away from the 
battlefi eld that is a masterstroke – offering a 
respite of humanity to both our heroes and the 
audience itself while showing the men as they 
each deal with a dinner with innocent German 
women in vastly varying ways.

Meanwhile, “St. Vincent” offers Bill Murray a 
tailor-made, career-capping, thoroughly Os-
car-worthy role as a cantankerous and highly 
confl icted man named Vincent, who reveals his 
nicer side slowly and surprisingly as he takes 
the young boy who’s his new next-door neigh-
bor under his wing. As a gambling addict, al-
coholic and chronic smoker who sleeps with a 
pregnant hooker (Naomi Watts) on the regular, 
Vincent should be nobody’s idea of a role model 

for an impressionable boy.
But when a struggling single mom named 

Maggie (Melissa McCarthy, toning down her 
obnoxious shtick to deliver a well-rounded per-
formance) moves in next door with her young 
son Oliver (newcomer Jaeden Lieberher in a 
sterling debut), he winds up being the kid’s 
babysitter. Being hopelessly in debt and gener-
ally averse to children, he charges $11 an hour 
to do the job, but just as Brad Pitt’s sergeant 
teaches his newbie a string of life lessons in 
“Fury,” Vincent winds up teaching Oliver an 
entirely different set of life skills while showing 
that even the biggest sinners can also be saints 
in some ways. As an all-too-rare bonus, the 
movie also positively portrays Catholic priests 
in extremely favorable fashion throughout.

“St. Vincent” has the improbable distinction 
of being the debut feature fi lm of writer-direc-
tor Theodore Melfi , a total unknown who not 
only accomplished the magic feat of landing 
Murray but drawing a classic performance out 
of him as well. The whole movie has a glow of 
goodness from start to fi nish even as it also 
provides a fun portrait of a man who is a nearly 
unchangeable reprobate.

As the movie reveals ever more about what 
Vincent does with his life and the circumstanc-
es that have driven him there, it draws a mix of 
both laughter and tears that is an al-too-rare 
combination in movies. And both these movies 
form a rare combination that, viewed separate-
ly or together, have something for everyone.

Carl Kozlowski has been a professional fi lm 
critic and essayist for the past fi ve years at Pas-
adena Weekly.

By Carl Kozlowski
for Catholic News Agency  

“Big Hero 6” (Disney) 
Colorfully set in a fi ctional 

city that blends elements of San 
Francisco and Tokyo, this ac-
tion-packed 3-D animated adven-
ture is loosely based on a Marvel 
Comics series. A teenage inventor 
(voice of Ryan Potter) uncovers the 
evil conspiracy that took the life of 
his older brother (voice of Daniel 
Henney). To fi ght the bad guys, 
he assembles a team made up of 
his personal robot (voice of Scott 

Adsit) and a quartet of fellow nerds 
(voices of Jamie Chung, Damon 
Wayans Jr., Genesis Rodriguez, 
and T.J. Miller). But the movie’s 
calmer moments offer good lessons 
in friendship, self-sacrifi ce, and 
resisting temptation. Mildly scary 
sequences, references to puberty, 
some slightly edgy humor. The 
Catholic News Service classifi ca-
tion is A-II — adults and adoles-
cents. The Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America rating is PG.

“Before I Go to Sleep” (Clarius) 
The cherished amnesia plot 

gets dusted off for this thriller, 
which fans of the genre should 
enjoy, although it offers only one 
big twist. Writer-director Rowan 
Joffe’s adaptation of S.J. Wat-
son’s novel recounts the story of 
an assault victim (Nicole Kidman) 
whose memory erases nightly. 
As she works with a psychologist 
(Mark Strong) to recover her past, 
she recalls her own extramari-

tal affair as well as the one her 
husband carried on with her best 
friend (Anne-Marie Duff). Yet now 
her spouse (Colin Firth) seems so 
kindly and attentive. Occasion-
al physical violence, an adultery 
theme, fl eeting rear nudity, a few 
instances of profanity and crude 
language. Catholic News Service 
classifi cation is A-III — adults. Mo-
tion Picture Association of Amer-
ica rating is R. Under 17 requires 
accompanying parent or guardian.

Catholic News Service movie ratings
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Snapchat hacking a reminder of Internet permanence

Many of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s 
priests, youth ministers and teenagers are 
active on social media, including Father Brian 
Buettner. As chaplain of Bishop McGuinness 
High School, his posts on Twitter and Insta-
gram help him reach students and provide a 
healthy model of responsible social media use.

“As a faith community, we should strive to 
use these innovative tools to advance our faith, 
to deepen our relationship with God, and to 
point the way toward Jesus Christ for some 
people whose only encounter with God may 
come from you,” Father Buettner said.

Unfortunately, many teenagers today are not 
using social media apps to spread the Gospel. 
Many use the apps that promise to serve as 
an anonymous forum to share inappropriate 
pictures and gossip with their peers.

One such app, Snapchat, has become popu-
lar with teens looking for a way to prevent their 
parents from accessing information. Unlike 
text messages or Facebook posts that can be 
read by parents, Snapchat guarantees that any 

pictures, videos or messages you send through 
their app will be deleted in a number of sec-
onds. The company also promises to contact 
the user if someone takes a screen shot of your 
image. This has made it a popular app for “sex-
ting” because the pictures are quickly deleted 
and there is less of a chance the pictures will 
be shared with a group of friends.

Despite their assurances of privacy, Snap-
chat databases have recently been accessed by 
a hacker of a third party app, who is threat-
ening to release the photographs and videos, 
many of which are inappropriate.  

“Always assume that what is posted is im-
mediately both public and permanent,” Father 
Buettner said. “I have talked to many young 
people who have been deeply hurt or found 

themselves in humiliating situations because 
they posted something inappropriate. These 
apps can be great tools to draw together as a 
community of faith, but they also can be used 
to destroy everything in their path.” 

Unfortunately, there is little parents can do 
to monitor their child’s Snapchat use short 
of banning the app. If their teenager is using 
Snapchat, parents need to openly discuss the 
dangers of “sexting” and the permanence of 
pictures shared through the Internet.

“With the growing use of technology that can 
be instantly deleted, it is critical that teens be 
assisted in learning how to properly integrate 
social media and maintain a healthy balance,” 
said Carrie Harkey, youth minister at Saint 
Monica Catholic Church in Edmond. “The 
foundation of understanding the dignity of the 
human person must be laid long before teens 
begin to engage social media.”

Lisa Carrasco, associate director of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City’s Offi ce of Family 
Life, used the lessons she learned from her 
older children and applied it recently to their 
youngest daughter, who just started using a 
cell phone. She considers owning a cell phone 
a “rite of passage” and created a contract that 
laid out the rules for responsible cell phone 
use.

“Keeping teens safe can only be done if the 
parents are constantly in touch with their 
teen,” Carrasco said. “We need to have conver-
sations early with our kids so that they will be 
better informed of the danger and will be better 
equipped to handle situations when they are 
teens.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Snapchat

Catholic Charities’ Patrick Raglow honored by 
Oklahoma Conference of Churches 

Patrick J. Raglow, executive 
director of Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
was presented with the OCC Com-
munity Service Award at the 2014 
OCC Annual Dinner on Thursday, 
Nov. 13. 

“We are delighted to honor Mr. 
Raglow for his outstanding leader-
ship of Catholic Charities and his 
personal involvement in more than 
a dozen social service programs in 
central and western Oklahoma,” 
said the Rev. William Tabbernee, 
executive director of the Oklahoma 
Conference of Churches.

“In particular we commend him 
on his immediate and innovative 
responses to the needs of individu-

als and families occasioned by the 
devastating tornadoes and storms 
in central Oklahoma in 2013, and 
by the housing of unaccompa-
nied migrant children at Ft. Sill in 
2014.”

 Raglow was instrumental in 
helping to establish the Oklahoma 
Disaster Recovery Project (ODRP), 
a unique collaboration of agencies 
that conducted joint disaster case 
management for people affect-
ed by the 2013 storms. He also 
implemented and guided Catholic 
Charities’ legal assistance for the 
children at Ft. Sill.

Raglow, a retired U.S. Air Force 
colonel, joined Catholic Charities 
in 2013.

Sinsinawa, Wis. — Sister 
Mariel Blanche Bronson, OP, 
died Oct. 24 at St. Dominic 
Villa. Her religious name was 
Sister Ethelwin. The funeral 
Mass was held in Queen of the 
Rosary Chapel at Sinsinawa fol-
lowed by burial of the cremains 
in the Motherhouse Cemetery.

Sister Mariel Blanche taught 
at Rosary School in Oklahoma 
City from 1966-1970. 

She made her fi rst religious 
profession as a Sinsinawa 
Dominican on Aug. 5, 1947, 
and her fi nal profession Aug. 5, 
1950. She taught for 36 years, 
ministered in social work for 
seven years and served as vol-
unteer music teacher for nine 
years. Sister Mariel Blanche 
was a talented cello player who 
played with the War Production 
Board Orchestra, Washing-
ton, D. C.; Sedalia Symphony 
and Sedalia Trio, both Sedalia, 
Mo.; and the D.C. Community 
Orchestra, Washington, D.C., 
where she was soloist for the 
Saint-Saen’s “Cello Concerto.” 
She served in Nebraska, South 
Dakota, Minnesota, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Missouri 
and the District of Columbia. 

Sister Mariel Blanche was 
born April 30, 1919, in Sedalia, 
Mo., the daughter of Ira and 
Ethel (Armstrong) Bronson. 
Her parents and a brother, 

John Bronson, preceded her 
in death. She is survived by 
nieces, nephews and her Do-
minican Sisters with whom she 
shared life for 67 years.

Memorials may be made to 
the Sinsinawa Dominicans, 585 
County Road Z, Sinsinawa, WI, 
53824-9701 or online at www.
sinsinawa.org by clicking on 
“Donate Now,” then “Honor and 
Memorial Gift.” 

Sister Mariel Blanche Bronson, OP
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

(Nota del Traductor: La traducción formal, según 
la teología católica, de la frase en inglés “The Four 
Last Things”  es “Los Novísimos” o, en el uso más 
antiguo, “Las Cuatro Postrimerías”.)  
Durante el mes de noviembre, la liturgia y 
devoción popular de la Iglesia dirige nuestra 
atención a Los Novísimos: muerte, juicio, cielo 
e infi erno. Esto no es una fascinación mor-
bosa, sino un recordatorio sobrio de la natu-
raleza transitoria de este mundo y un audaz 
llamado a la esperanza cristiana. Comenza-
mos el mes celebrando la gloria de los santos 
en la Solemnidad de Todos los Santos. El 2 de 
noviembre se observa la Conmemoración de 
Todos los Fieles Difuntos (Día de los Muertos 
o de los Difuntos) y más tarde en el mes, el 
último domingo del año litúrgico, celebramos 
la triunfal  Solemnidad de Jesucristo Rey del 
Universo. 
Aunque rara vez refl exionemos sobre estas re-
alidades, para nosotros son ineludibles.  Nos 
recuerdan el destino eterno de gozo que Dios 
ha preparado para nosotros en Cristo y las 
consecuencias eternas de darle la espalda a 
Dios y su amor. San Juan de la Cruz escribió: 
“En el ocaso de nuestras vidas seremos juzga-
dos en el amor”. El amor perfecto hará posible 
nuestra entrada inmediata al cielo. Amor 
imperfecto requerirá purifi cación. El rechazo 
defi nitivo del amor divino signifi cará la sepa-
ración eterna de Dios.
Dios nos ha hecho para el cielo, donde disfru-
taremos de la perfecta realización de todo an-
helo humano en suprema y eterna felicidad. 
Estamos llamados a esta bienaventuranza. 
Estamos llamados a ser santos. No podemos 
ni siquiera empezar a imaginar el gozo que 
Dios ha preparado para nosotros en el cielo. 
La Biblia usa imágenes como un banquete 
de bodas para ofrecernos una visión de la 
alegría y la felicidad del cielo. Sabemos que 
en el cielo vamos a disfrutar de la perfecta 
comunión de amor con la Santísima Trinidad 
y todos los ángeles y santos. Jesús ha abier-
to las puertas del cielo para nosotros por su 
muerte por nuestros pecados y su resurrección 
de entre los muertos.
En el otro extremo encontramos el rechazo 
espantoso del amor que es el infi erno. El 

Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica enseña que 
“La pena principal del infi erno consiste en la 
separación eterna de Dios” (CCC 1035) solo Él 
es nuestra suprema y defi nitiva realización. 
Al elegir persistir en el pecado los que están 
condenados al infi erno han rechazado libre-
mente el amor de Dios y su llamado al arre-
pentimiento. “Dios no predestina a nadie a ir 
al infi erno” (CIC 1037). Él desea sólo nuestra 
felicidad. Pero él no puede violar nuestra 
libertad y obligarnos a amarlo. En ese senti-
do, el infi erno es de nuestra propia creación y 
elección.
Los que mueren en el estado de la amistad con 
Dios, pero que aún no se han perfeccionado en 
el amor tienen asegurada la salvación, pero 
deben someterse a una purifi cación adicional 
de los efectos de sus pecados. Sólo entonces po-
dremos soportar el peso de la gloria celestial y 
entrar en la presencia de Dios. Después de que 
morimos ya no podemos ayudarnos a nosotros 
mismos. Mientras que todavía podamos ha-
cerlo debemos hacer expiación o satisfacción 
por los pecados a través de ferviente oración, 
penitencia y limosna. Con las debidas disposi-
ciones también podemos obtener indulgencias 
de la Iglesia para la remesa parcial o total de 
la pena temporal por los nuestros pecados.
El proceso de purifi cación que continúa más 
allá de la muerte se llama Purgatorio. “La 
Iglesia llama Purgatorio a la purifi cación 
fi nal de los elegidos que es completamente 
distinta del castigo de los condenados” (CIC 
1031). Realmente no sabemos con precisión lo 
que es el Purgatorio. Se describe a menudo en 
términos de un fuego purifi cador. La imagen 
del fuego nos ayuda a reconocer que el amor 
perfecto se logra sólo a través de un doloroso 
despojo de los restos de egocentrismo que se 
aferra a nosotros y no nos permite amar libre 
y totalmente.
En la Comunión de los Santos nos unimos con 
todos los demás creyentes en la tierra, con las 
almas que sufren en el Purgatorio, así como 
con los bienaventurados en el cielo. En esta 
maravillosa comunión de vida y amor somos 
capaces de ayudar y ser ayudados por las ora-
ciones y buenas obras de los demás.
La Iglesia tiene siempre presente el deber 

de ayudar a 
aquellos en el 
Purgatorio sobre 
todo a través de 
la Eucaristía. 
Recordamos a 
los fi eles difuntos 
en la Plegaria 
Eucarística de 
cada Misa. Pero 
también tenemos 
la oportunidad de solicitar que las Misas se 
ofrezcan para nuestros seres queridos. Como 
expresión del misterio de la Comunión de los 
Santos la Iglesia también nos permite obtener 
indulgencias y aplicarlas en caridad hacia 
las almas del Purgatorio. A pesar de que es 
nuestro deber cristiano de estar siempre con-
sciente de los fi eles difuntos, el mes de noviem-
bre es un momento oportuno. El Día de Todos 
los Fieles Difuntos llegamos ayudamos a nues-
tros hermanos y hermanas difuntos por medio 
de Misas especiales de Recordatorio, así como 
por otras costumbres locales. En muchas cul-
turas es el día reservado para la maravillosa 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Noviembre y los Novísimos

Suicidio de mujer llamado tragedia, símbolo de ‘cultura de muerte’

PORTLAND, Ore. (CNS) — Brittany Maynard, 
joven de California que estaba sufriendo de 
cáncer cerebral terminal y recibió atención 
nacional por su plan de usar la ley de suicidio 
ayudado de Oregon, terminó su vida el 1 de 
noviembre. Ella tenía 29 años de edad. 

“Estamos entristecidos por el hecho de que 
esta joven mujer perdiera la esperanza y ahora 
nuestra preocupación es por otras personas 
que tienen enfermedades terminales que po-
drían contemplar seguir el ejemplo de ella”, dijo 
Janet Morana, directora ejecutiva de Sacer-
dotes por la Vida, en una declaración del 2 de 
noviembre. 

“Nuestra oración es que estas personas en-
cuentren la valentía de vivir cada día a pleni-
tud hasta que Dios les llame a casa”, ella dijo. 
“La muerte de Brittany no fue una victoria para 
una causa política. Fue una tragedia, apre-
surada por la desesperación y ayudada por 
la cultura de la muerte que está invadiendo 
nuestro país”. 

Varios días antes del suicidio de Maynard, el 
arzobispo Alexander K. Sample de Portland in-
stó a Maynard y otros que están en situaciones 
similares: “¡No pierdan la esperanza!” 

“Estamos con ustedes. Como amigos, pa-
rientes y vecinos nos comprometemos a ro-
dearlos con nuestro amor y compasión hasta 
el momento sagrado cuando Dios les llame a 
casa”, él dijo en una declaración emitida justo 
antes de las fi estas de Todos los Santos el 1 de 

noviembre y Todas las Almas el 2 de noviem-
bre. 

Él dijo que el suicidio ayudado ofrece la 
ilusión de que los humanos pueden controlar 
la muerte. “Matarse elimina la libertad goza-
da en la vida terrenal”, él dijo. “La verdadera 
autonomía y la verdadera libertad vienes sola-
mente cuando aceptamos la muerte como una 
fuerza que está más allá de nuestro control”. 

Al comienzo del 2014, Maynard, recién casa-
da, se enteró de que tenía cáncer del cerebro. 
Unos cuantos meses después ella recibió dos 
cirugías; los médicos le dieron la noticia de que 
el cáncer había regresado y que por este tipo 
de tumores la mayoría de los pacientes muere 
en aproximadamente un año. Ella decidió en 
contra de tratamiento adicional. 

Maynard y su esposo, Dan Díaz, se mudaron 
a Oregon para convertirse en residentes legales 
del estado y así aprovechar su ley de suicidio 
ayudado. 

El 1 de noviembre, como lo había planeado, 
ella tomó una sobredosis legal. La AP informó 
que ella murió apaciblemente en su casa “en 
los brazos de sus seres queridos”, citando a 
Sean Crowley, portavoz del grupo de apoyo 
Compassion & Choices.

Por Catholic News Service

Brittany Maynard con su esposo Dan Diaz. Foto de 
CNS/Reuters.

“El Juicio Final” por Michelangelo Buonarroti en la 
Capilla Sixtina. Foto de CNS/Paul Haring.
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Conozcan 
a nuestras 
hermanas

Esta entrevista es parte de una serie para 
presentar a las hermanas religiosas de la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City. Las hermanas 
sirven en Oklahoma.

Gisela Rivera, CMST

¿A qué comunidad pertenece? A las Carmelitas 
Misioneras de Santa Teresa

¿Cuál es su ministerio aquí en la Arquidiócesis 
de Oklahoma City? Aquí en Oklahoma City soy 
parte de la promoción vocacional de esta región, 
pero en Clinton soy parte de los ministerios en 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Nos toca ser puente 
en las diferentes culturas, mayoría anglo en 
hispanos.

¿Cuándo y a qué edad entró al convento? 
Entré al convento el día que cumplí 15 años de 
edad.

¿Cuándo tomó sus votos? Tomé mis votos per-
petuos en 1961.

¿Cuándo y cómo discernió la llamada religiosa?
Comencé a sentir algo vacío en mi vida y des-
cubrí que lo que era, quería servir a Dios y al 
prójimo, eso fue a los 13 años y medio de edad.

¿Qué es lo que más le ha sorprendido de su vo-
cación? Lo que más me sorprendió es que tenía 
que dar servicio en una parroquia y estudiar y 
seguir preparándome para servir y responder 
mejor a mi trabajo.

¿Qué es lo más gratifi cante de su vocación?
Lo más gratifi cante ha sido poder ayudar y ver 
gente, que necesita de mi oración y mi alegría, 
de ser feliz sirviendo al que necesita.

¿Cuál es su consejo para las mujeres jóvenes que 
están en el proceso de discernimiento de su vo-
cación? Que si sienten algo que no les llena, ni 
se sienten felices en la actividad, se den tiempo 
para ellos mismas y conozcan varias comuni-
dades religiosas, visítenlas y allí encontraran su 
lugar donde Dios las necesita.

Nuestra comunidad: Nuestro trabajo fuerte debe 
ser nuestra oración en comunidad diariamente. 
Esta experiencia de Dios la llevemos al apostola-
do con alegría y podamos llevar a compartir con 
lo demás, en nuestro trabajo y sobre todo en 
nuestra comunidad.

Nuestra casa general está en la Ciudad de Méx-
ico y hay cuatro superioras encargadas una en 
cada región. Nosotras tenemos nuestra Superio-
ra Provincial en Houston, Texas.

Siguiendo los Pasos de Jesucristo en la Tierra Santa 

Donde menos uno se lo espera
encontramos a seres queridos y amados

Me sucedió algo muy curioso y no esperado 
en mi peregrinación a Tierra Santa este pasa-
do verano. Y no me sucedió una sola vez o en 
un solo lugar, no. Tanto en Nazaret como en 
Jerusalén me encontré con ella y por lo que 
pude ver lleva varios años en Tierra Santa.

El primer encuentro fue en Nazaret al visi-
tar el nuevo Santuario.

La palabra Nazaret (Natzeret en hebreo o 
al-Nāsira en árabe) signifi ca “brotar” y tam-
bién puede signifi car “estar en guardia”.  El 
pueblo de Nazaret se encuentra en un área 
levemente montañosa casi a mitad de camino 
entre el Mar de Galilea y el Mar Mediterráneo. 
Es en este pueblo que el Ángel le anunció a 
María el plan de Dios y al ella dar su consen-
timiento el Espíritu Santo descendió sobre 
ella y el Verbo se hizo carne en el vientre de 
la Virgen María.

El nuevo Santuario de Nazaret que celebra 
el gran misterio de la Encarnación es un her-
moso templo construido sobre las ruinas del 
templo construido en la época de las cruza-
das y está dividida en dos niveles. En el área 
inferior encontramos la gruta de la Encar-
nación del Verbo, o sea, las ruinas de la casa 
de la Virgen María.

En el nivel superior del Santuario de Naza- 
ret podemos ver una típica iglesia donde se 
celebran Misas a lo largo del día. La dec-
oración de este nivel superior consiste en 
paredes decoradas con diversas y modernas 

manifestaciones artísticas de la Virgen María 
a través de los siglos y representando a los 
diversos continentes y países. 

Allí fue donde me encontré con ella por pri-
mera vez. A más de siete mil millas de distan-
cia, desde la Ciudad de México, y ahora en el 
Santuario de Nazaret encontré a la Virgen de 
Guadalupe. ¡Pero no fue el único lugar!

En Jerusalén, detrás de un simbólico 
sarcófago representando el lugar donde pu- 
sieron el cuerpo de la Virgen María al llegar el 
fi nal de su vida terrenal, allí también me en-
contré a la Morenita, la Virgen de Guadalupe.

Una vez más se reafi rma que Nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo desde la cruz en el calvario, aquel 
cruento Viernes Santo, encima de salvarnos 
y redimirnos con su pasión y muerte, que ya 
en si es el regalo de amor más grande que 
podemos recibir, también nos dio un regalito 
menor para ayudarnos a no perder el regalo 
principal que nos dio con su vida. El regalito 
menor en el Calvario es el regalo de su madre 
que ahora es también Nuestra Madre. 

A través de los siglos Dios ha permitido por 
su generosa bondad y amor que ella visitara 
diversos continentes y países y así pudiera 
continuar la misión que comenzó en Nazaret, 
la misión de acercar la humanidad a su hijo 
Jesús.

Al celebrar las festividades guadalupanas 
este año no olviden que ella nos visitó para 
que cada uno de nosotros estuviéramos cerca 
de su Hijo y tampoco olvidemos que ella es 
regalo de Dios para el mundo entero. Amen.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director de Ministerio Hispano

Llamado para la educación de seminaristas
En los próximos días en la Arquidiócesis los dueños 

de casa católicos, recibirán una correspondencia de 
la Ofi cina de Vocaciones en relación al Llamado para 
la Educación de los seminaristas (SEA). Esta es una 
solicitud directa para satisfacer los costos de educar 
a nuestros seminaristas. Por favor participe con una 
donación en dinero para ayudar con los costos de 
educar a nuestros futuros sacerdotes. 

También rece por más jóvenes que se unan a ellos 
en el seminario. Apreciamos su generosidad. Para 
más información, por favor contacte la Ofi cina de 
Vocaciones al (405) 721-9351.

El Día de los Muertos Miembros del Grupo de Acción Católica y su altar para el Día de los Muertos. 
Para más información sobre este grupo, llame a Merce Hernandez al (405) 685-8540 o al presidente del 
grupo, Richard Marmolejo al (405) 605-4355. Foto proveida.

El papa dice que proceso de anulación
debe ser más barato y más efi caz

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — El papa 
Francisco dijo que el proceso eclesiástico de 
anulación del matrimonio debería ser más 
efi caz y quizás hasta gratuito y condenó todo 
intento de explotarlo para ganancias. 

“Algunos procedimientos son tan largos 
y tan pesados que no favorecen (la justicia) 
y las personas se rinden”, dijo el papa. “La 
Madre Iglesia debería hacer justicia y decir: 
‘Sí, es verdad, su matrimonio es nulo. No, su 
matrimonio es válido’. Pero la justicia signifi -
ca decirlo. De esa manera ellos pueden seguir 
adelante sin esta duda, esta oscuridad en su 
alma”. 

El papa hizo los comentarios el 5 de 
noviembre durante una reunión con fun-
cionarios diocesanos y juristas canónicos 
inscritos en un curso ofrecido por la Rota 
Romana, el tribunal vaticano primordial-
mente responsable de escuchar solicitudes de 
anulaciones matrimoniales. 

El papa Francisco dijo que los participantes 
en el Sínodo de los Obispos sobre la famil-
ia realizado del 5 al 19 de octubre habían 
expresado un deseo de “agilizar el proceso” 
de juzgar las solicitudes de anulaciones y 
él señaló que se había establecido reciente-
mente una comisión especial para hacerlo. 
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Memorial Gifts that invest
in the future of our faith

When a loved one dies, many times the 
family asks that memorial gifts be directed to 
specifi c causes. Why not consider making the 
Catholic Church the recipient of these gifts? 
In many cases, the family adds to the obitu-
ary that in lieu of fl owers, memorials may be 
made to a specifi c parish where the deceased 
worshiped or to a specifi c Catholic cause or 
program. The appropriate wording would be 
“In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be made 
to the Catholic Foundation (for the benefi t 
of a certain program), P.O. Box 32180, OKC, 
OK 73123 or www.cfook.org.”  The Catholic 
Foundation maintains an online presence 
and “[Deceased’s Name] Memorials” are 
added as a line item on the “donate now” 
page. The foundation has memorial self-ad-
dressed envelopes for distribution at wakes 
or funerals, if needed. Tracking the donations 
for memorials is handled by the foundation. 
Acknowledgement “thank you” notes are 
promptly sent to the donors, and the family 
is notifi ed of the gifts. For more information 
about memorial gifts, contact the Catholic 
Foundation offi ce. 

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Briefs
Oklahoma Panhandle Women’s 
Retreat

The 8th Annual Oklahoma Pan-
handle Women’s Retreat will be 
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 21-22, 
at St. Peter’s Church in Guymon. 
Presented by Mary Diane Stelten-
kamp, RN, MAPM, FCN, “Walking 
with Mary through the Advent 
Season,” begins at 6 p.m. Friday 
with Benediction followed by Mass 
in the church. The retreat con-
cludes at 3 p.m. Saturday. Con-
fession and Adoration available. 
Babysitting provided. For more 
information, call (580) 338-5683.

St. Teresa’s to host annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Bazaar

St. Teresa’s Church, Harrah, 
will host the annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner and Bazaar on Sunday, 
Nov. 23, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
1576 N Tim Holt Dr. An Early Bird 
Bazaar will be held on Saturday, 
Nov. 22, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. as 
well as on Sunday during din-
ner. Handcrafted items, including 
Christmas decorations, wreathes, 
cookbooks and baked goods will be 
available. In addition, a donation 
drawing also will be conducted on 
several unique items. The public is 
invited to participate in the dinner 
and bazaar. Cost for the dinner 
is $7 for adults and $3 for chil-
dren ages 10 and under. Carryout 
orders also available. For more 
information, contact Bernadette 

Klimkowski at (405) 454-2871 
or Debby Birdsong at (405) 454-
2167.

Free health summits
The Oklahoma Conference of 

Churches, in collaboration with 
the Oklahoma Health Equity 
Campaign, the Oklahoma Pub-
lic Health Association and the 
Interfaith Alliance of Oklahoma, 
will be convening two free health 
summits. The fi rst will be held in 
OKC on Monday, Dec. 1, and the 
second summit will be in Tulsa on 
Thursday, Dec. 4. The OKC sum-
mit begins at 1:30 p.m. at Francis 
Tuttle Career-Tech Center, Reno 
Campus. The Tulsa summit be-
gins at 2 p.m. at the University of 
Oklahoma’s Schusterman Center. 
The summits target faith com-
munities and include information 
from community-based providers 
representing health, housing, food 
security, transportation, literacy 
and education. Registration is re-
quired. Deadline is Nov. 21. Reg-
ister online at http://okchurches.
org/upcoming-events/together-
for-health-faith-community-based-
health-summit or by phone at 
(405) 605-2099. Funding for the 
events is provided by the American 
Public Health Association.
Are you suffering following an 

abortion?
You are not alone. Experience 

the healing love of Jesus Christ at 
a Rachel’s Vineyard weekend re-
treat Dec. 5-7. The retreat offers a 
profound opportunity, with a team 
of trained companions, therapists 
and clergy, to experience God’s 
love, forgiveness and compassion. 
Participation is strictly confi den-
tial. The retreat is sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Offi ce of Family 
Life. For more information, call 
(405) 623-3844 or e-mail rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com. The cost 
is $75 for meals, a private room 
and all retreat materials. Payment 
plans and fi nancial assistance are 
available. For a description of the 
retreat and a complete list of other 
retreat dates and locations, call 
(877) HOPE 4 ME (467-3463) or 
visit the international website at 
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Young adults ice skating
Young Adults (single or married 

ages 21-35) will go ice skating in 
Edmond at Mitch Park (NW Ed-
mond on Covell between Kelly and 
Santa Fe) on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
beginning at 7 p.m. Bring a pair 
of skates or rentals are available. 
Bring the kids! Come enjoy the 
holiday season with hot chocolate 
and concessions! Sponsored by St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church.
An evening of Hope

On Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 6 

p.m., the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, at the Connor 
Center, 3300 Lake Ave., OKC, is 
hosting “An Evening of HOPE” 
with nationally recognized present-
ers of faith, Michael James Mette 
and Greg Wasinski. This evening 
will offer engaging stories, uplift-
ing music and inspiring messages 
of hope to help attendees refocus 
on the true meaning of the Advent 
season. There is no cost to attend, 
but donations will be accepted.

Fr. Goins to lead Irish pilgrimage
Fr. Jim Goins, St. Thomas More, 

Norman, will lead a pilgrimage 
to Ireland July 6-17, 2015. The 
trip is $4,099 per person, includ-
ing airfare from OKC, four-star 
hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Kylemore Abbey, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dungaire 
Castle, Blarney Castle, Our Lady 
of Knock, Boyle Abbey, Ennis 
Cathedral, Killarney, Waterford, 
Dingle, Cliffs of Moher and Gal-
way. The $300 per person deposit 
is due before Feb. 1. Limited space 
available. Contact Melani Roewe 
at (405) 293-2003 or visit www.
unitours.com/client/RevGoinsIre-
land.pdf.

Find us on your radio dial at: 
97.3 FM Oklahoma City  94.9 FM Tulsa
88.3 FM Lawton    90.3 FM Antlers
88.3 FM Prague    105.7 FM Bristow
100.7 FM Canute/Elk City

Tambien en español:
Spanish Programs are 1 p.m. until dark – M thru F
890 AM Oklahoma City   1570 AM Tulsa 

Catholic radio across the archdiocese

Archbishop Coakley shares 
inspiring, funny faith journey

“The topic is one very much 
close to my heart. … What I 
would like to do is share with 
you from more of a personal 
perspective … how prayer has 
been that which has sustained 
me for so many years, in my 
own journey of faith and in 
my own journey of ministry, 
sustained me as a person of 
hope.” 

To listen to Archbishop 
Coakley’s story, go online to 
www.archokc.org.Archbishop’s diaconate ordination with John 

and Mary Coakley - Wichita, 1982.
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A classical guitar program, 
featuring Michael Fresonke 
playing South American com-
poser Agustin Barrios Mango-
re’s magnifi cent concert piece 
“La Catedral,” is at 2 p.m. at 
St. Joseph’s Old Cathedral, 
307 NW 4, OKC. The concert 
is free and open to the public.

Marriage Anniversary Mass at 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. The novena prayers 
will be as follows: Mon-
day-Friday following Noon 
Mass, Saturday following 6 
p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

Pope Francis wants us to 
read his joyful letter! Come 
to a refl ection on his exhor-

tation, “The Joy of the Gos-
pel,” at St. Charles Borromeo 
Church, OKC, from 7-9 p.m. 
Panelists for the evening: Sr. 
Diane Koorie (Archdiocese 
of OKC), Kris King (VOICE), 
Sonny Wilkinson (Catholic 
Charities) and Vince Brady 
(St. Charles.) All Catholics of 
the archdiocese are welcome. 
Contact Linda Clark at (405) 
384-3810 for details.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center, Rm. C-1. 
Call Toni Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, e-mail tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit 
www.SpiritOKC.org.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 

Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 
p.m. to 12:30 a.m., St. James 
Church 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave. (405) 420-2527.

Nov. 20-22 “Bamboozled!” by 
Michael Brill is a show for 
young audiences with clas-
sic characters who cavort, 
scheme and bop each other 
over the head with foam bats. 
All performances held at 
the Sarkeys Performing Arts 
Center, St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity. For more information or 
advance tickets, go online to 
www.stgregorys.edu.

Oklahoma Panhandle Wom-
en’s Retreat on Friday and 
Saturday, Nov. 21-22, at St. 
Peter’s Church in Guymon. 
Presented by Mary Diane Stel-
tenkamp, RN, MAPM, FCN, 
“Walking with Mary through 
the Advent Season” begins at 

6 p.m. Friday with Benedic-
tion followed by Mass in the 
church. The retreat con-
cludes at 3 p.m. Saturday. 
Confession and Adoration 
available. Babysitting provid-
ed. For more information, call 
(580) 338-5683.

Nov. 21-23 Region 10 Youth 
Conference in Oklahoma City

Thanksgiving Day

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. 9 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m., St. James Church 4201 
S. McKinley Ave. (405) 420-
2527.

First Sunday of Advent

Job Box
Assistant ministry director, Sis-
ters of Mercy

The Sisters of Mercy in St. Louis 
is seeking an assistant ministry 
director in supporting ministry 
goals of the South Central Com-
munity Leadership Team. The 
position requires a bachelor’s  
and master’s degree in education 
or other management/adminis-
trative related fi eld. The director 

must have at least seven years of 
combined experience in nonprofi t 
organizational development and 
capacity-building, strategic man-
agement, planning, communica-
tions and administration. For a 
complete job description or to send 
resumes and letters of interest, 
contact Patricia Manzi at pmanzi@
mercysc.org or mail to 101 Mercy 
Drive, Belmont, NC 28012.

Nursing adjunct faculty 
St. Gregory’s University seeks 

qualifi ed applicants as adjunct 
faculty in nursing for instruction 
in the RN to BSN degree comple-
tion program and/or the tradition-
al BSN program. Adjunct faculty 
should have a strong commitment 
to educational access, equity and 
diversity, including the ability 
to work effectively with under-

served and non-traditional college 
students. Current license as a 
registered nurse in Oklahoma is 
required. To apply, send letter of 
application and contact informa-
tion for three professional refer-
ences to the Human Resources De-
partment, St. Gregory’s University, 
1900 W MacArthur Dr., Shawnee, 
OK 74804 or e-mail to  hr@stgreg-
orys.edu.
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ARCHDIOCESE of OKLAHOMA CITY 
OFFICE of VOCATIONS
P.O. Box 32180 
Oklahoma City, OK 73123-0380

2014–2015
SEMINARIAN COSTS

Please Be Generous
In Prayer & Financial Support.

(Based on 17 Seminarians)

Seminarian Costs are rising annually. 
So, along with your prayers, please use the 
Investment Form below and help support 
our seminarians and the future of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Tuition/Room & Board $617,168  

Stipends $51,600
Books $10,400
Insurance $93,192

Total Cost Per Year $772,360

Total Cost Per Seminarian $45,433

Look for this year’s  
mailing containing your  
Seminarian Brochure
and Prayer Card!

2014 – 2015 Seminarian Education Investment Form

Thank You for Your Generous Tax-Deductible Donation!

 Yes! Please accept this gift for the future of our Archdiocese
 $300
 $250
 $100
 $75
 $50
 Other:

$

 Enclosed is my Check Payable to: Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

  Please Bill my Credit Card: 

 Visa    MasterCard    Discover

CARD NUMBER 3 DIGIT SECURITY CODE

SIGNATURE EXPIRATION DATE

PHONE NUMBER                                              E-MAIL

X

They will bring Jesus to us, and bring us to Jesus
in ways that only a priest can do!

 

 We are profoundly grateful to the Lord for the growing number of young men in 
seminary formation, now 17 for the Archdiocese. But our success in recruiting new 
seminarians adds to the annual cost of preparing these men for the priesthood.
 In order to stay abreast of the cost of educating our seminarians, I am asking you to 
consider a monetary gift specifically for the education and formation of our seminarians. 
No single source of revenue is adequate to fully fund the cost of seminary education but 
this annual appeal is very necessary. Consider this as an investment in the future of our faith 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. These are the men who will one day be the pastors of 
your parish.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY  STATE  ZIP

PARISH 

+ Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Fr. Stanley Rother 
Servant of God 
Priest • Martyr 
Oklahoman

Archdiocese of Oklahoma  City
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

SEMINARIAN EDUCATION APPEAL

“These seminarians are called to serve as our 
future priests…we are called to pray and support 
them in their journey! ”


