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Go Make Disciples

Advent is preparation for Christmas – 
and the second coming

Lent is easy; Advent is hard.
Of course that is false, but the fact remains 

that many Catholics do not know what to do 
during the season leading up to Christmas.

The diffi culty of celebrating Advent comes 
from the perception that, unlike Lent, few ex-
ternal signs and actions accompany it. Lent is 
“easy” in the sense that Catholics know what to 
do: receive ashes on the forehead, abstain from 
meat on Fridays, fast, give alms, pray and give 
up something as a penance.

But what must Catholics do in Advent? Be-
sides an Advent wreath, what is appropriate to 
this time of year?

The Catechism gives a brief but impressive 
answer. “When the Church celebrates the litur-
gy of Advent each year, she makes present this 
ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by shar-
ing in the long preparation for the Savior’s fi rst 
coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire 
for his second coming” (CCC 524).

In the four weeks of Advent, Catholics live in 
a quiet “expectancy,” and join their ancestors 
in faith in waiting for the one that God has 
promised since the beginning, the one to save 
mankind from sin and death. However, Cath-
olics also long to welcome Christ at the end of 
time.

So, how can Catholics prepare? Catholics of 
all ages can meditate on the ways in which God 
prepared the world and the people of Israel for 
the coming of his Son. Children can become 
involved in the stories of the biblical characters 
by making a Jesse tree. As they make orna-
ments representing the ancestors of Jesus, 
they can recall the promises God made to these 

faithful men and 
women.

Adults can refl ect 
on the genealo-
gies of Jesus in the 
Gospels, especially 
through lectio divi-
na. For guidance on 
this ancient practice, 
“Pray With the Bible, 
Meditate With the 
Word,” published by 
the American Bi-
ble Society and the 
Vatican Publishing 
House, was released 
last month. This and 
other relevant books are available in the arch-
diocesan library.

In the Mass readings for the Sundays of Ad-
vent, Jesus and the prophets predict the “com-
ing of the Son of Man.” In Matthew, Jesus says 
“Stay awake! For you do not know on which 
day your Lord will come.” John the Baptist 
cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.”

How does this translate to daily life? It is a 
warning to be vigilant in thought, word and 
deed. When struggling with sin, Catholics 
should ask the saints for help and go to con-
fession. When receiving the Eucharist, they 
should prepare a place in their hearts for 
Christ. Every Christian should help the poor, 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked and visit the 
imprisoned so that when the Lord comes, he 
will welcome a “good and faithful servant.”

Families can read the Blessing of an Advent 
Wreath from “Catholic Household Blessings 

and Prayers,” and recite the “O Antiphons,” 
said during evening prayer in the seven days 
leading up to Christmas Eve. They are well 
known as the verses of “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel.”

Advent, though it too involves outward signs, 
suggests quiet watchfulness – a peaceful mo-
ment before the exuberant joy of Christmas.

What did Christ’s mother do during Advent? 
Mary probably sewed baby clothes, while 
Joseph lovingly fashioned a cradle. But when 
all the preparations had been made, Mary had 
time to wonder at the miracle of Christ’s com-
ing, and silently refl ect on the love and faithful-
ness of God.

Liturgical resources available at http://www.
usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-re-
sources/advent/.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer for the Soon-
er Catholic and the editor of the Sooner Catho-
lic enewsletter. To subscribe to the enewsletter, 
visit www.fl ocknote.com/archokc.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Year of two popes leaves indelible mark
VATICAN CITY — The goal of the Year of Faith, which 

concludes Nov. 24, has been to educate Catholics about 
basic Church teachings, strengthen their faith and 
inspire them to share it with others. Happily for Year of 
Faith organizers, the historic papal transition that oc-
curred in March served to focus the attention of Catho-
lics and non-Catholics alike on that goal.

“The election of Pope Francis has given new visibility 
to the core teachings of Jesus Christ, which ultimately 
is what the Year of Faith sought to achieve,” Msgr. Paul 
Tighe, secretary of the Pontifi cal Council for Social Com-
munications, told Catholic News Service.

Both Pope Benedict XVI, who opened the celebration 
in October 2012, and Pope Francis dedicated their Year 
of Faith talks to explaining the creed, looking at modern 
cultural challenges to faith, recognizing faith as a gift, 
and urging Catholics to proclaim God’s love and share 
the Gospel.

But a different pope means a different personality and 
a different style, even when teaching or preaching on 
the same themes. In addition, a new pope tends to draw 
more visitors to the Vatican because many Catholics are 
eager to meet their new shepherd.

Eight months after Pope Francis’ March 13 election, 
the number of visitors to the Vatican continues to be 
higher than usual, which most observers attribute to 
his easy rapport with a crowd and his touching focus on 

children and the sick.
By Nov. 13, more than 8 million Catholics had come to 

Rome and offi cially registered as Year of Faith pilgrims 
at a visitors’ center just down the street from St. Peter’s 
Basilica. But Father Francesco Spinelli, an offi cial at 
the Pontifi cal Council for Promoting New Evangelization, 
said the real number of participants in Year of Faith 
events at the Vatican is far higher, “because most come 
without registering at all.”

continued on page 14

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis embraces emeritus Pope Benedict XVI at the papal 
summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, Italy, March 23.  (CNS pho-
to/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters)
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

At the annual general 
assembly of the United 
States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, the U.S. bish-
ops elected Archbishop 
Joseph E. Kurtz of Lou-
isville, Ky., as the new 
conference president.

Archbishop Kurtz on Nov. 
19 appointed Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley as chair-
man of the Catholic Relief 
Services Board of Direc-
tors (see this page). The full 
news release is available 
online.

Pope Francis recently 
prescribed “the daily rosa-
ry” for “what ails you.” 

Archbishop Coakley’s 
pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples,” along with a 
three-minute video to intro-
duce the new vision state-
ment, are on the archdi-
ocesan homepage. A study 
guide for the pastoral letter 
is coming soon!

To subscribe to the 
weekly Sooner Catholic 
enewsletter, the Catho-
lic schools enewsletter 
or the Father Stanley 
Rother Guild enewsletter, 
visit www.fl ocknote.com/
archokc, register with the 
archdiocese and click “sub-
scribe” to your preferred 
lists.  

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Nov. 24 – Blessing of “Hungry 4 Justice” Procession, 3 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Nov. 27 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 1 – Mass and Blessing of new Tabernacle, 12:30 p.m., Good Shepherd Church, Marietta
Dec. 3 – Saint Ann Retirement Center Board Meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 3 – Department Heads Meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 3 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 3 – Finance Council Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 4 - Dec. 5 – Catholic Relief Services Board Meeting, Baltimore, Md.
Dec. 8 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Saint Patrick Church, Anadarko (with Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Binger 
and Saint Richard Church, Carnegie)

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Star of New Evangelization
Last week dozens of bishops, priests, religious men 

and women and lay leaders from throughout the 
American continent gathered at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe for an extraordinary event.  The 
purpose of this pilgrimage was to refl ect in prayer and 
conversation on the progress of evangelization in the 
Americas from Canada to Argentina, and every land 
and nation in between.  I was privileged to participate 
in this marvelous “encuentro.” The timing was signif-
icant.  We gathered at the conclusion of the Year of 
Faith, 15 years after Blessed John Paul II published 
his apostolic exhortation on the “Church in America” 
(“Ecclesia in America”) and to prepare to receive Pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhortation on the New Evangeli-
zation called, appropriately, the “Joy of the Gospel,” 
“Evangelii Gaudium.”

There is also a profound signifi cance in the fact 
this continental congress on the New Evangelization 
was held in the place where the fi rst evangelization of 
the Americas received its decisive impulse.  In 1531, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to an indigenous 
layman, Saint Juan Diego, and entrusted to him 
the mission to bring her message to the fi rst bishop 
of the Americas, Bishop Zumarraga of Mexico. She 
asked that a church be built on Tepayac hill, the 
place where she appeared to this humble man.  When 
the wise bishop requested a sign to authenticate this 
extraordinary request from such an unlikely messen-
ger, Mary responded not only by making roses bloom 
in December on a rocky hillside, but by imprinting 
her image in the tilma (cloak) that Juan Diego used 
to carry these roses back to the bishop.  The mirac-
ulous image of Mary, who had taken on the mestizo 
features of the local people, as well as the remarkable 
symbols contained in the image itself, became the 
model for a perfectly inculturated preaching of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in this land, so recently dis-
covered by Europeans.  

What followed was the most extraordinary fl ow-
ering of evangelization in the Church’s history.  In 
Christian history the conversion of nations was often 
brought about by the conversion of their kings and 
rulers.  This chapter had more humble beginnings 
involving the faithful response of a layman to Mary’s 
humble request on behalf of her Son.  When simple 
people saw the miraculous image they were convert-
ed by the experience of God’s love for them displayed 
in the tender and compassionate face of the Virgin, 

who is pregnant with her 
divine Son.  Within a few 
short years millions of 
conversions and baptisms 
followed.  

This event was the 
impulse for the evange-
lization of our American 
continent.  How appropriate that we returned there to 
pray for a New Evangelization of America and entrust 
this ardent prayer to Mary under the title of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, star of the new evangelization of the 
American continent.

I was deeply moved at each of our Masses in the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Just as at the 
fi rst Pentecost Mary was in the midst of the apostles 
and disciples praying and awaiting the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, so we bishops, as successors to the 
Apostles, together with disciples from throughout the 
Americas were gathered in prayer with Mary in our 
midst.  Her presence can be palpably felt in that sa-
cred place, made holy by her visitation in 1531, and 
where her miraculous image continues to be vener-
ated as a reminder of God’s love for us and Mary’s 
maternal compassion and protection.

It was also deeply reassuring and consoling to offer 
to Mary, on behalf of our archdiocese,  the fruit of 
our recently concluded envisioning process, and the 
pastoral vision and priorities that were its fruit.  As 
expressed in my recent pastoral letter, “Go Make 
Disciples,” our own archdiocesan vision, priorities 
and goals are closely aligned with the renewal of 
evangelization being called for in our time, most re-
cently expressed in Pope Francis’ exhortation “Evan-
gelii Gaudium,” “the Joy of the Gospel,” that will be 
published on the Solemnity of Christ the King at the 
conclusion of the Year of Faith.  My prayer, entrusted 
to Our Lady of Guadalupe, the star of the new evan-
gelization, is that the fruits of the Year of Faith will 
endure as we set about together along the path of 
discipleship and mission.  As with the fi rst evangeli-
zation of the Americas, the new evangelization in our 
time begins with an encounter with the person of Je-
sus Christ.  Conversion and mission fl ows from that 
encounter with divine grace and mercy, and, without 
such an encounter, all of our efforts are in vain.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangeliza-
tion, pray for us!

Archbishop Coakley named CRS Chairman
BALTIMORE/OKLAHOMA CITY (Nov. 19, 2013) 

-- Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City 
has been appointed chairman of the Catholic Relief 
Services Board of Directors by Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., president of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops. Archbishop Kurtz made the 
announcement Nov. 19

Archbishop Coakley, a CRS board member since 
2012 and a member of the board’s Governance and 
Nominations Committee, succeeds Bishop Gerald F. 
Kicanas, of Tucson, Ariz., as CRS chairman. 

“It is a privilege to be appointed Chairman of the 

Catholic Relief Services Board of Directors, and I 
thank Archbishop Kurtz for entrusting me with this 
responsibility,” Archbishop Coakley said. “I am also 
deeply grateful to Bishop Kicanas for his sterling 
example and dedication as the previous chair. As a 
member of the CRS board, I have witnessed CRS at 
work and know fi rsthand what an effective and essen-
tial organization it is.”

Archbishop Kurtz said Archbishop Coakley “has the 
gratitude of the USCCB” for his willingness to take on 
the role.

Read more about this at www.archokc.org.
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At conference for new evangelization, pope reiterates 
call for Catholics to adopt missionary mindset

MEXICO CITY — Pope Francis 
once again called for Catholics to 
adopt a missionary mindset and 
make mission the priority of all 
pastoral activities.

The pope, speaking from the 
Vatican via video to an audience 
of clergy, religious and laity at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Mexico City, also called for par-
ticipants to cast aside clericalism 
and to get out of their churches to 
serve people where they are.

“It’s vital for the Church to not 
shut itself off, not feel satisfi ed 
with what it already has achieved,” 
Pope Francis said Nov. 15 in 
pre-recorded comments to the 
conference on the “new evangeliza-
tion” of the Americas.

“If this happens, the Church 
becomes ill, it becomes ill from 
imaginary abundance, from super-
fl uous abundance, it impedes itself 
and is weakened,” he said.

Pope Francis has made previous 
pleas for Catholics to embrace 
missions in their everyday lives 
and to go meet people where they 
are. He spoke about this twice in 
Aparecida, Brazil: during the gen-
eral meeting of the Latin American 
bishops in 2007 and when he trav-
eled, as pope, to Brazil for World 
Youth Day in July.

The mission mandate has had 
its focus on a region rich in Cath-
olic history: the New World. And it 
comes as the Church is attempting 
to regain relevance on continents 
largely converted to Catholicism 
centuries earlier by the conquering 
Europeans, but where evangelical 
groups have gained ground and 
millions more consider themselves 
cultural Catholics or only Catho-
lics in name.

“Aparecida proposes putting the 
church in a permanent state of 
mission,” said Pope Francis, the 
fi rst pontiff from the Americas. It 
also proposes “carrying out acts 
of a missionary nature, but in 
the larger context of a generalized 
missionary style: that all normal 
activity of individual churches has 
a missionary character.”

Church leaders in Latin America 
say renewal is constantly carried 
out and that missions were dis-
cussed by the Second Vatican 
Council and Blessed John Paul II’s 
1999 apostolic exhortation, “Eccle-
sia in America.”

But with vices such as inequality 
still rife and many people falling 
way from the church, the call for a 
new evangelization is timely.

“We’ve felt that it is necessary for 
there to be deepening of the faith 
of those belonging to the Catholic 
Church,” said Cardinal Raul Vela 
Chiriboga, archbishop emeritus of 
Quito, Ecuador.

The Nov. 16 to Nov. 19 confer-
ence at the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, with an estimated 
80 bishops – including Archbishop 

Paul Coakley of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City – in attendance, 
was an attempt to better defi ne 
the church’s missionary role. That 
starts with defi ning an oft-misun-
derstood word: mission — not to 
be confused with “proselytizing.”

“We don’t do proselytism. Pros-
elytism is a manipulation,” said 
Father Manuel Rodriguez, Re-
demptorist provincial for Puerto 
Rico and Dominican Republic. 
“What we do is give the witness of 
Jesus Christ.”

The conference and pilgrimage 
were held at the world’s most visit-
ed Marian shrine, where Our Lady 
of Guadalupe appeared to Saint 
Juan Diego in 1531. The appari-
tion allowed for an early evangeli-
zation throughout the Americas, 
where Mary is often accepted in an 
acculturated way and still honored 
by millions.

Pope Francis cited “the tempta-
tion of clericalism,” which “does 
damage in Latin America” and 
prevents the proper formation of 
maturity and “Christian responsi-
bility” among the laity.

“The attitude of the true pastor 
is not one of a prince or a mere 

functionary, primarily paying at-
tention to discipline, regulations or 
organizational mechanisms,” Pope 
Francis said. “This always leads to 
a pastor distant from the people, 
unable to bring about or achieve a 
true encounter with Jesus Christ.”

The church also confronts vi-
olence, especially in Mexico and 
Central America. To fi ght this, 
Mexican dioceses say they are 
emphasizing catechism classes 
and the better training of laity, 
and some parishes are providing 
special pastoral attention to vic-
tims of violence, said Archbishop 
Carlos Garfi as Merlos of Acapulco, 
Mexico.

Latin America’s youthful demo-
graphics also draw attention.

“The (youthfulness) of Latin 
America almost forces future-look-
ing perspective, and that means 
missionary,” said Archbishop 
Thomas G. Wenski of Miami.

“The church in Latin America is 
a young church ... half the popu-
lation (in some countries) is under 
age 25. That’s certainly not true of 
Europe,” he added.

Evangelical congregations also 
have increased, drawing Catho-

lics. The Pew Forum on Religion 
and Public Life says 39 percent of 
the world’s Catholics live in Latin 
America, but just 72 percent of the 
region’s population professed the 
Catholic faith in 2010.

Father Rodriguez expressed 
some skepticism of the expansion 
of evangelicals, saying many peo-
ple he encountered were “church 
shopping” and ending up unsat-
isfi ed and falling away from any 
form of Christianity.

Some in the church say they are 
seeing positive signals of a pos-
sible revival since the election of 
Pope Francis.

While acknowledging a lack 
of solid statistics, Guzman Car-
riquiry, secretary of the Pontifi cal 
Commission for Latin America, 
reported more people coming to 
churches with questions about Ca-
tholicism, requesting sacraments 
such as confession and even par-
ticipating in pilgrimages to Marian 
shrines.

“There are a series of signals 
that allow us to say that this Cath-
olic resurgence on the continental 
level is something our conference 
wants to accompany and encour-
age,” said Carriquiry, a Uruguayan 
working at the Vatican.

Father Rodriguez said Pope 
Francis’ style has been important 
in attracting people, especially his 
use of gestures and his nonjudg-
mental language.

“They’re rediscovering Jesus, re-
fl ected in Pope Francis. ... the way 
he approaches sick people, the 
way he answers letters, his sim-
ple lifestyle. It’s being like Jesus,” 
Father Rodriguez said.

“If this is Catholicism, rather 
than just being against things, 
(people say,) ‘Maybe I should look 
into this,’” Father Rodriguez said.

Sooner Catholic staff contributed 
to this report.

By David Agren
Catholic News Service 

An estimated 80 bishops gathered in Mexico City for a conference to address the new evangelization.

An image of Our Lady of Guadalupe was prominently on display at the event.
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President John F. Kennedy after 50 years
On Nov. 22, 1963, the seventh grade at Baltimore’s 

Cathedral School was in gym class when we got word 
that President Kennedy had been shot. A half-hour 
later, while we were climbing the stairs back to 7B’s 
classroom, Sister Dolorine’s voice came over the p.a., 
announcing that the president was dead. Walking 
into 7B, my classmates and I saw something that 
shocked us as much as the news we’d just heard: our 
tough-love homeroom teacher, a young School Sister 
of Notre Dame, was sobbing, her faced buried in her 
arms on her desk.  

The days of public mourning that followed—their 
solemnity shattered only by the assassination of the 
assassin on live TV—were bound to leave an impres-
sion on a 12-year-old. Indeed, so great was the im-
pression, and so effective the subsequent myth-mak-
ing, that a half-dozen or so years later, as a college 
student beginning to feel the effects of late-‘60s skep-
ticism, I was nonetheless offended when it was fi rst 
reported that the late president had been a “fearsome 
girler” (as Ben Bradlee’s father put it). 

Still, the magnetic appeal of the man (or the myth, 
or both) was such that when I fi rst went to Dallas, I 
was inexorably drawn to the site of the assassination, 
the Texas School Book Depository and nearby Dealey 
Plaza. Standing at the window from which the shots 
that changed American history were fi red, I quickly 
decided that a trained marksman could have easily 
done, by himself, what the Warren Commission con-
cluded he had done.   

I remain grateful to John F. Kennedy for inspiring 
the conviction that public life ought to accommodate 
both idealism (without illusions, as JFK described 
his own approach) and elegance. Fifty years after 
his death, however, I fear that much of the Kennedy 
mythos is an obstacle to the fl owering of Catholic wit-
ness in America—and indeed to a proper understand-
ing of modern American history. 

The myth of Camelot, for example, misses the truth 
about the assassination: that John F. Kennedy was 
a casualty of the Cold War, murdered by a dedicat-
ed communist. “Camelot” also demeaned the liberal 

anti-communist internationalism that 
Kennedy embodied; that deprecation 
eventually led Kennedy’s party into the 
wilderness of neo-isolationist irrespon-
sibility from which it has yet to emerge.  

Then there is the mythology sur-
rounding Kennedy’s 1960 speech on 
church-and-state, delivered to the 
Greater Houston Ministerial Associa-
tion. No one should doubt that hoary 
Protestant bigotry was an obstacle the 
Kennedy campaign had to overcome 
in 1960. Still, a close reading of the Houston speech 
suggests that Kennedy neutralized that bigotry, not 
only by deft rhetorical moves that put bigots on the 
defensive, but by dramatically privatizing religious 
conviction and marginalizing its role in orienting a 
public offi cial’s moral compass. Thus Kennedy be-
came, in effect, a precursor of what Richard John 
Neuhaus later called the “naked public square”: an 
American public space in which not merely clerical 
authoritarianism, but religiously-informed moral con-
viction, is deemed out-of-bounds. 

Finally, there is the phenomenon that might be 
called the Kennedy Catholic: a public offi cial who 
wears his or her Catholicism as a kind of ethnic 
marker, an inherited trait, but whose thinking about 
public policy is rarely if ever shaped by Catholic so-
cial doctrine or settled Catholic moral conviction. The 
many Kennedy Catholics in our public life are one of 
the last expressions of urban (or suburban), ethnic, 
Counter-Reformation Catholicism in America; and as 
such, they evoke a certain nostalgia. Unfortunately, 
the shallowness of their Catholic formation and the 
invisibility of Catholic moral understandings in a lot 
of their judgments make Kennedy Catholics de facto 
opponents of the Church’s mission in the postmod-
ern world, not protagonists of the culture-reforming 
Catholicism of the New Evangelization.  

George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 
Catholic Register, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdi-
ocese of Denver. Phone: (303) 715-3215.

By George 
Weigel

Finally becoming Catholic (even if you happen to be one)
The Year of Faith ends on Nov. 24 and it’s time to 

do what everyone loves to do at the end of the year – 
reminisce over the good times and look forward to the 
future. Personally, I’m more interested in fi nding out 
what difference this year made in the life of my fellow 
Catholics. So, I have a quiz for you. (Don’t act sur-
prised; you should have seen this coming at this point.) 
So, get out a piece of paper and write down your best 
answer to this question: “What one word ties togeth-
er the Creed, the sacraments, Christian morality and 
prayer?” Do you need a hint? Okay, hmmm. … The 
word I’m thinking of is explicitly said with three of the 
four pillars and implicitly with the other.

The Holy Fathers, Benedict and Francis, intended 
something for this Year of Faith that many Catholics, 
I suspect, don’t encounter often. They expected con-
version. By returning to the historical moment and 
the enthusiasm that accompanied the Second Vatican 
Council, the Holy Fathers wanted a fresh taste of the 
Holy Spirit placed on the lips of Catholics. By directing 
us to a sure source of clear teaching, that unwavering 
connection between the Age of the Apostles and the 
Information Age, through a re-connection to the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, the Holy Fathers desired 
for us a gift of hope and a renewed trust in Jesus. By 
encouraging us to deepen our prayer, the Holy Fathers 
want us to actually know God, and not merely know 
something about Him!

But why conversion? Doesn’t that happen once and 
then it’s clear sailing? In a word, no, that’s not what 
happens. Conversion, that daily turning toward Jesus, 
must be consciously willed. To paraphrase a quote 
from Sherry Weddell’s book, “Forming Intentional Dis-
ciples,” you can no more go to bed and wake up “acci-
dentally” a brain surgeon than you could go to bed and 
“accidentally” be converted. Even a passing familiarity 
with the lives of the saints demonstrates this.

The Year of Faith has reawakened, at least for me, 
a growing desire to belong to Jesus alone. I don’t say 
this to toot my own horn or to appear more pious than 
I actually am. I say this because I see how far my heart 

often roams from our Lord. I cannot begin to list the 
great fruits of grace that God has poured into my soul 
these days. Many times they were graces I didn’t notice 
until God slapped me in the face with their presence. 
As this Year of Faith ends for the Church, I fi nd only 
one request left in my mind: Transform me, Lord. 
Whatever I was, I’m not sure that’s what you want from 
me. Transform me, Lord into whatever you want me to 
be.

Did you fi gure out the pop quiz? What’s the one 
word? 

It’s “amen.” The word “amen” means “so it is” in 
Hebrew. In the Gospels, in the English translation, we 
frequently fi nd Jesus prefacing a statement with “Truly, 
truly, I say to you ...” In the original language, the word 
translated as “truly” is “amen.” “Amen” concludes the 
Creed, in essence acting as my signature on the dot-
ted line, binding me heart and soul to the reality the 
Creed describes. That “amen,” in turn, leads me to 
bind myself more perfectly to the Church, given that I 
received the Creed, not created it. When I receive the 
sacraments, an “amen” accompanies each reception, 
regardless of the sacrament. Each “amen” testifi es to 
the covenantal bond I received from Jesus, through the 
ministry of the Church. The “amen” affi rms that my 
desire is to be fruitful as God intends. My moral actions 
carry an implicit, unspoken “amen” but it’s there none-
theless. When I choose between one action and anoth-
er – the one act, good; the other, evil – I’m saying an 
“amen” with my will, uniting myself to Jesus who has 
transmitted the moral life to me, through the ministry 
of the Church. And fi nally, when I pray, I seal it with 
the “amen,” commending all that I desire and I fear into 
the hands of my loving Father. 

That’s how you fi nally become a Catholic even if you 
happen to have been one all these years. Say “yes.” 
Just say “yes” to Jesus. Say “yes” to the Church Je-
sus made for you, made from you. Just say “yes.” The 
reason we aren’t the Christian disciples that we long to 
be is because our days are fi lled with “maybe.” Maybe 
I’ll follow Jesus. For the good of your soul, (and frankly, 
my sanity) just say “yes.” And expect to be transformed.

By Father Shane Tharp
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 13th part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminari-
ans of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City to the people they 
will one day serve as priests.

Alexander Kroll

1. What is your home parish?  
Saint Francis Xavier in Enid, Okla.

2. What seminary do you attend?  Conception 
Seminary College. 

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be 
ordained a priest?  2018 or 2019 

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought 
that God might be calling you to the priesthood?  
I was a sophomore in High School. 

5. What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?  The most im-
portant thing I have learned while in seminary 
is to trust in God. I may have plans and aspi-
rations, but these pale in comparison to what 
God has planned for me and each one of us. 
True happiness lies in following God’s will. This 
I have begun to learn in seminary and will con-
tinue to be schooled in until I breath my last. 
Jesus I trust in you. Thy will be done. 

6. What do you look forward to most about 
becoming a priest? The prospect of the priest-
hood is awe-inspiring. If God wills, I most look 
forward to administering the sacraments. The 
idea that the priest, by virtue of his ordina-
tion, is ontologically changed to act as an alter 
Christus (another Christ) – not from anything 
he has done, but only as a gift from God, to 
make of him an instrument for the promulga-
tion of the sacramental life of the Church – is 
overwhelming. The priest is present at the most 
profound moments of peoples’ lives. Priests 
share in the joy of baptism and newness of life 
in Christ, the reconciliation of men to God, the 
unitive beauty of matrimony, the hope of heav-
en amidst tremendous grief and innumerable 
other grace-fi lled occasions. He offers the sacri-
fi ce of the Mass that provides nourishment and 
life for the people of God. That Christ can act 
through a simple priest to accomplish His work 
on earth is the miraculous truth that excites 
me most about the priesthood. 

7. Name one thing that every Catholic needs 
to know. The one thing every Catholic must 
know and defend is that contained in the most 
Blessed Sacrament is the Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
the Mass is a participation in the once and 
for all sacrifi ce of Christ’s passion, death and 
resurrection. This is the source and summit of 
the Christian life and from it (the Mass) fl ow all 
other graces. It is the sacrifi ce of our salvation. 
Thus it should be approached worthily and 
reverently. 

8. Describe your relationship with Christ. 
My relationship with Christ is marked by an 
intense desire to know Him and love Him. In 
love, our Lord cannot be outdone. Each one 
of us He knows and loves inexhaustibly and 
unconditionally. Christ reaches out to me and 
beckons me to follow Him, to trust Him and to 
love Him more and more each day. My relation-
ship with Him grows when I am vigilant for his 
voice and His grace and ready to give up pride 
and selfi shness to follow him, and is impeded 
when I am distracted by wiles of the world and 
selfi sh ambition. I know that if I open my heart 
to Christ and His sanctifying grace, I will con-
tinue to grow in love of Him and consequently 
His love will be able to fl ow from me to all I 
encounter. 

Bimonthly Prayer Days for the Retired 
build community, encourage refl ection

As soon-to-be retirees dream of what they 
will do in retirement, gardening, golfi ng and 
touring the country often top their list of 
to-dos – but retirement is also a prime time 
to deepen one’s spiritual life. The Offi ce of 
Worship and Spiritual Life gives people the 
chance to do just that with their day of refl ec-
tion for retired people every other month from 
September to May.

“The Prayer Day for the Retired was start-
ed by Sister Mary Kevin Rooney, ASC, when 
she took the position of associate director of 
the Offi ce of Worship and Spiritual Life,” said 
Mary Fahy of the Offi ce of Worship and Spiri-
tual Life. “It was considered to be, and still is, 
a day of refl ection for retired people, focusing 
perhaps on the season of the year, spiritu-
ality, prayer, Scripture passages, issues like 
aging, illness, death, mourning, learning to 
live alone or to live in community in a retire-
ment home.”

The day is meant to be a time of prayer, 
sharing and community building. “It is about 
stepping out of the ordinary,” said Fahy.

A typical Prayer Day for the Retired begins 
with registration at 9:30 a.m., including coffee 
and donuts.  The fi rst presentation is at 10 
a.m.  Then the group attends the 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in the Saint Francis de Sales Chapel of 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. Lunch follows 
Mass, after which the sacrament of reconcil-
iation is available to those who want it. The 
group reconvenes in the meeting room for an 
afternoon presentation, and concludes the 
day with prayer by 3 p.m.    

“The people who come for the day enjoy 
being here, having kind of a fi rst- hand ex-

perience of the staff  at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, the beautiful chapel, sharing meals 
with each other and the people who work 
there and often with other groups that are 
meeting in the building.  The retired people 
are building community among themselves 
and I believe building up the Body of Christ in 
this process,” said Fahy.

But it would seem the people who attend 
the prayer day get so much more than just a 
day of refl ection; they receive a new commu-
nity of faith. 

“I remember a small older woman who had 
been coming to Prayer Day when I start-
ed working in the Offi ce of Worship,” Fahy 
said. “I knew her for several years.  She lived 
simply on a limited income and had one son.  
She was an unassuming, kind woman whom 
I never heard complaining about anything.  
Eventually she died, and we went to her fu-
neral Mass at Resurrection Cemetery Chapel.  
The funeral was simple, but the Chapel was 
full. Her son was stunned at all of the people 
who came to pray for her – people whom she 
had touched in some way, people who cared 
about her.”

The next Prayer Day for the Retired will be 
Dec. 4 at the Catholic Pastoral Center. The 
topic for the day will be “Learning from Mary 
as We Walk through Advent.” Mary Diane 
Steltenkamp will be the presenter. 

“The day will focus on how the qualities of 
Mary can assist us in our journey to Christ-
mas,” said Steltenkamp.  

To attend the day, retirees must simply sign 
up with the Offi ce of Worship at (405) 721-
5651. The cost is $7, which includes lunch.

Cara Koenig is the photographer and special 
projects editor for the Sooner Catholic.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

Vocations fair to feature religious orders

LaVerta Straham is a junior at the Universi-
ty of Oklahoma, majoring in religious studies 
and minoring in anthropology; she’s also dis-
cerning whether she’s called to religious life.

Born and raised in Little Rock, Ark., Stra-
ham attended Central Arkansas Christian 
High School, which is affi liated with the 
Church of Christ.

There, the cradle Catholic faced questions 
about her faith and, as she sought to answer 
them, came to a deeper understanding of 
Catholicism.

“I really started to learn more about my 
faith,” she says. “I came to want to have a 
radical relationship with Christ and to live a 
life that is centered around Him.”

After graduation, she moved to Norman, 
Okla., for college. As a freshman, she joined 
a women’s discernment group based at Saint 
Thomas More University Parish. She was 
soon entrusted with the leadership of that 
group.

Last year, she and several other members 
decided they wanted to observe religious life 
more closely. They organized what they called 
a “Nun Run,” traveling from Oklahoma to 
Maryland and meeting with various religious 
sisters along the way.

“We met so many women who desired a 
radical relationship with God,” Straham says. 
“We saw women so dedicated to the Eucharist 
that they gave up what the world would call 
freedom to live a life of true freedom through 
the Eucharist. We met women whose apos-
tolate involved being mothers to the world, 
women who dedicate their lives to preparing 
the elderly to stand before our maker with no 
regrets and a religious family whose goal is 
the evangelization of the culture through the 

prolonging of the Incarnate Word.”
Back in Norman, Straham and her friend 

and fellow traveler, Lucy Fitzmorris, wanted 
to enable high school and college students 
from all over Oklahoma to similarly encounter 
religious life. They enlisted the help of their 
campus minister, Erin Snow, and the men’s 
discernment group at Saint Thomas and 
began to plan a vocations fair for both young 
women and young men.

This March, the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City will play home to that fair. 
Out-of-state orders – including the Nash-
ville Dominicans, Daughters of Saint Paul, 
Daughters of Charity and Jesuits – will be 
represented, as well as the in-state orders of 
Benedictines, Sisters of Mercy and Francis-
cans. Diocesan priests will also be present. 

The cost of the retreat is $10 for high school 
students, who are invited to attend from 4:30 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, March 28, and $20 for 
college students, who are invited to attend 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, March 29. 
To sponsor a student or to learn more, vis-
it http://www.stm-ou.org/students and go 
to “Vocations Festival” under the tab “Faith 
Formation.”

Straham doesn’t yet know whether she’ll 
become a consecrated religious nor which 
particular order she’ll join if she does – but 
she knows it’s vital to the Church to foster 
new and vibrant vocations.

“There are things that married people 
contribute to the Catholic Church that other 
people can’t; there are things that priests con-
tribute to the Church that other people can’t; 
and there are things that consecrated women 
contribute that other people can’t,” she said. 
“That witness of the entire devotion of your 
life – it’s powerful.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of commu-
nications at the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic
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Local Catholic food producers practice care for creation

November brings vibrant leaves, 
litters of pecans on the lawn, 
cold gusts of wind and a holiday 
intended to remind us to give 
thanks for the bountiful har-
vest God has given us.  Benedict 
XVI, on the Italian thanksgiving 
in 2010, urged the faithful to 
“re-evaluate agriculture” in a way 
that “development may be sus-
tainable.”  For World Food Day 
in 2012, he suggested that small 
farms and agricultural cooper-
atives lie on this path.  Many 
Oklahoma Catholics are working 
to help small farms thrive.

Bob Waldrop, music director 
at Epiphany Parish in Oklahoma 
City, co-founded the Oklahoma 
Food Cooperative to help connect 
local producers with consumers.  
The Coop, celebrating its tenth 
anniversary this month, oper-
ates through a monthly delivery 
system.  Farmers, ranchers and 
other producers list their available 
products—which range from pea-
nut butter and honey to grass-fed 
beef and in-season vegetables—
on the Coop website.  Members 
select which items they’d like to 
buy.  On the monthly delivery 
day, the producers from around 
the state take these items to be 
sorted and then delivered to loca-
tions throughout the state, where 
members pick up and pay for their 
products.  The entire operation 
runs on a volunteer basis, though 
volunteers are able to earn food 
credit for their time.

Waldrop, who grew up in Freder-
ick, Okla., says when he grew up, 
he “had grass-fed beef and free-
range eggs, but no one thought in 
those terms.”  

He learned more about local 
food while living in Utah during 
the 1980s as a “hedonistic pa-
gan.”  He was poor, he says, so he 
started gardening and began to 
cook with basic ingredients.  After 
moving to Oklahoma in the early 
1990s, he converted to Catholi-
cism and saw his interest in food 
dovetail with the Catholic faith.  
He attended a food dinner at the 
Holy Family Catholic Worker in 
Kansas City, where everything was 
made with products from the area.  
He saw this as a part of the care 
for creation we are called to by 
the Church’s social teaching and 
began searching for ways to make 
buying local food more convenient.  

Eventually, he hit on the idea of 
a Food Cooperative and met with 
others who made this a reality.

Clear Creek Monastery, the 
Benedictine Monastery in the 
Tulsa Diocese, sells lamb and 
beef through the Food Coop.  For 
Brother Joseph, his work with the 
lambs and the land is part of his 
vocation in the Benedictine tradi-
tion of work and prayer.

Brother Joseph quotes his Uni-
versity of Kansas professor, John 
Senior, who said, “Knowledge be-
gins with the hands, with a sense 
of wonder at nature.  In order to 
learn, we have to fi rst say, ‘Oh, 
beautiful!’”  Our knowledge of cre-
ated reality leads us to a greater 
knowledge of God.

Melissa and Dean Bennett 
run Guadalupe Oaks Farm just 
outside the monastery gates in 
Hulbert, Okla., near a number 
of other Catholic families who 
live as much as they can off the 
land.  The Bennetts began farming 
with the intent to grow enough to 
feed themselves; now they sell at 
the Tahlequah Farmer’s Market, 
through the Food Coop and from 
their farm gate.

“We had no big aspirations; 
we just started taking classes,” 
Melissa said. “We decided to get 
just a few chickens.  I love dairy, 
I love cheese, so a neighbor had 
some dairy goats, and her teenage 
daughter taught me how to milk.  
It just kind of snowballed.”

Cindy Greenwood runs Green-
wood Farms in Big Cabin, with 
her husband, Gary, where they 
raise grass-fed beef, free-range 
hogs, goats, sheep and chickens.  
Farming helps her better under-

stand God.
“We kind of look at it like it all 

blends together, the land and God 
and everything,” she said. “We 
couldn’t do the farming without 
God and the Church.”

Sustainable farming methods 
practiced by small farms are in 
line with the Catholic social prin-
ciple of care for creation, rather 
than leading to soil erosion and 
water pollution like practices 
inherent in industrial agricul-
ture.  Many of these practices of 
industrial agriculture, such as 
mechanization, increased reliance 
on chemical fertilizers and special-
ization, cut costs in the short term 
but pose problems long-term for 
the health of the land and for the 
health of consumers.  

Small farms and ranches that 
are able to sell their products to 
consumers, rather than to food 
conglomerates and feedlots, are 
able to make a living off their hard 
work.  Many large conglomerates 
such as Tyson-IBP under-pay 
cattle ranchers to the point that 
they have a negative return—and 
boycott any ranches that try to ne-
gotiate a fair price.  This practice 
stands in contrast to the dignity 
of the worker, reinforced in every 
Catholic social encyclical.

Though farm work is some of the 
hardest work there is, it is also 
immensely rewarding for those 
who do it.  Dean Bennett says, 
“When I go to bed at night, man, 
I’m tuckered out, but there is 
nothing else I’d rather do.”

His wife Melissa adds “You really 
feel tied closer to God when you 
are tied closer to the land.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Where to Get Local Food
-In your own yard!  Start growing some of your own food, even if it’s 
just potted herbs
-Local Farmer’s Market
-Oklahoma Food Cooperative
-Earth to Urban and Native Roots in Oklahoma City
- Dodson’s and the Earth in Norman
- Restaurants that serve some local food: Patty Wagon, Tucker’s On-
ion Burgers, Whiskey Bar, and Ludivine in Oklahoma City; Smoke 
and Elote Café in Tulsa; Local, Scratch, and the Earth in Norman

Catholic farmers across the state say their faith informs their farming.

“You really feel tied to God when you are tied to the land,” says one farmer. 
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Local “Hungry 4 Justice” project to underscore 
universality of the faith, need for justice for immigrants

OKLAHOMA CITY (Nov. 13, 2013) — Judith 
Huerta is a vibrant, impassioned, twenty-some-
thing who wants to call attention to the need for 
reform of the U.S. immigration system. 

Her eyes, vivid behind black-rimmed glasses, 
are as dark as her close-cropped hair. On this 
particular evening, she looks intriguingly cre-
ative in plaid pants, a leather jacket and bright 
nails. She speaks both English and Spanish, 
laughs easily and multitasks effortlessly. 

In a meeting, she sips a grass-colored bev-
erage from a cup that looks like a camera lens 
and types vigorously on the keys of her Mac as 
she relates the origins of her latest ideas.

At the moment, she’s preparing to fast for 11 
days, one day for each of the estimated mil-
lion undocumented immigrants who live in the 
United States. During that time, she’ll pray that 
elected offi cials will prioritize family reunifi ca-
tion and humane treatment of undocumented 
immigrants as they negotiate reforms of the 
current immigration system.

Huerta calls the project, “Hungry 4 Justice.”
She knows fi rsthand what it is like to live in 

the U.S. “sin papeles,” or without papers. When 
she was two years old, her parents and she 
crossed the border from Mexico into the United 
States even though they lacked the documen-
tation to do so legally. They settled in California 
until her parents separated. At that point, her 
mom and she moved to Oklahoma. 

In Oklahoma, Huerta obtained a high school 
and college education and, in 2012, when 
President Barack Obama offered to defer ac-
tion for undocumented immigrants who came 
to the U.S. as children and pursued either an 
education or military service, Huerta applied for 
deferred action and qualifi ed. In other words, 
for now, she’s protected from deportation.

She knows that’s not the case for millions of 
others, though, and, so, for 11 days, she’ll eat 
no more than one meal a day.

A sense of Christian brotherhood 
Huerta won’t be alone during her fast: Not 

only will she be joined by several friends and 
colleagues, including Fredy Valencia, a fellow 
immigrant and organizer, but she’ll also be 
buoyed by support from the local Church.

When Huerta approached Father Mike Chap-
man, pastor of Holy Angels Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, about her idea for a fast, Father 
Chapman not only agreed to host the 11-day 
event at Holy Angels, but he also enlisted the 
encouragement of other Catholic leaders in 
Oklahoma, including Archbishop Paul Coakley.

“I have been a priest for 44 years,” Father 
Chapman said. “Nobody in all that time has 
made a similar request! I know that ‘prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving’ have a venerable place 
in the lives of believers. I am aware of Jesus’ 
fast in the desert, as well as other biblical ac-
counts of fasting at important moments in the 
history of salvation. For me, Judith’s request 
brings to light the importance of this moment in 
American life.” 

Archbishop Coakley decided to lend his sup-
port to “Hungry 4 Justice” because he recog-
nized that it could serve as a time not only to 
pray for a temporal solution to the problem of 
an inoperable immigration system, but also 

as a time to remember that “the Church is not 
foreign to anyone, anywhere,” as the U.S. and 
Mexican bishops wrote in a joint pastoral letter 
“Strangers No Longer.”

“I was happy to support this project because 
it provides a prayerful and visible witness, as 
well as an opportunity to support our brothers 
and sisters who are caught up in this impasse,” 
Archbishop Coakley explained. “I want to help 
move our great nation toward a more just solu-
tion to the situation that keeps so many living 
in the shadows of our society.”  

“The Church has a message that highlights 
the dignity of every human being, the impor-
tance of the family and the demands of justice,” 
he added. “These are rooted in the Gospel but 
also in reason and the natural law.”

Father Tim Luschen, pastor of Saint Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, 
who also helped to organize the project, echoed 
the archbishop.

“Dignity and value is not given by the laws of 
our country and cannot be taken away by the 
laws of our country,” he said. “We are called as 
faithful people of God and followers of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, to reach out to strangers, feed 
the hungry and heal the sick. We are to see all 
people – all people – as our neighbor. Helping 
immigrants who suffer is just one way – not the 
only way – but one way that we reach out to our 
neighbor in love. When immigrants suffer, we, 
the other members of the body of Christ, suffer. 
When immigrants fi nd peace and safety, we join 
in the joy and comfort that comes from that.”

After all, membership in the Church is not 
conferred through legal status, but through the 
sacraments – through baptism, Confi rmation 
and the Eucharist.

“As a sacrament of unity and thus a sign and 
binding force for the whole human race, the 
Church is the place where illegal immigrants 
are also recognized and accepted as broth-
ers and sisters,” according to “Strangers No 
Longer.” “It is the task of the various dioceses 
actively to ensure that these people, who are 
obliged to live outside the safety net of civil 
society, may fi nd a sense of brotherhood in the 
Christian community.”

The “Hungry 4 Justice” project also happens 
to coincide with a national effort of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops to highlight the 
issue of immigration.

The bishops have articulated the following 
fi ve basic principles related to migration: (1) 
Persons have the right to fi nd opportunities in 
their homeland, (2) Persons have the right to 
migrate to support themselves and their fam-

ilies, (3) Sovereign nations have the right to 
control their borders, (4) Refugees and asylum 
seekers should be afforded protection and (5) 
The human dignity and human rights of undoc-
umented immigrants should be respected.

On the basis of those principles, they have 
advocated for comprehensive immigration 
reform that incorporates global anti-poverty 
efforts, expanded opportunities to reunify fam-
ilies, a more effective and equitable temporary 
worker program, broad-based legalization of 
those in this country without proper immigra-
tion documentation and the restoration of due 
process.

Fasting, prayers and a procession
Huerta, Valencia and others will fast on lo-

cation at Holy Angels from Friday, Nov. 22, to 
Monday, Dec. 2. 

Archbishop Coakley said he invites the more 
than 120,000 Catholics of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City to join the fasters in refl ect-
ing on the current situation of the immigrant 
population in Oklahoma and in praying for a 
resolution for all those who live in uncertainty 
and insecurity. 

Specifi cally, the archbishop asks the faith-
ful to join him as he prays a novena – which is 
available online at www.archokc.org – from Nov. 
23 to Dec. 1.

Throughout the 11 days of prayer and fast-
ing, the fasters will engage the public through 
informational workshops, movies, discussions 
and open mic nights, during which immigrants 
will share stories of detention, deportation and 
hope.

In addition, at 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 24, Father 
Chapman and Father Luschen will lead an 
open-to-the-public prayerful procession from 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City to Holy Angels Catholic Church. 
Archbishop Coakley will bless the processors 
before they begin.

“So many young people, families and suffering 
persons are voiceless and invisible in our so-
ciety because of their immigration status,” the 
archbishop said. “There is great potential here.  
They have come here for a variety of reasons, 
but they are drawn by the promise of freedom.  
They want to contribute to the common good 
and have a shot at the American dream.”

For more information about “Hungry 4 Jus-
tice,” visit www.archokc.org. For more informa-
tion about the USCCB campaign to raise aware-
ness of the need for immigration reform, visit 
www.justiceforimmigrants.org. 

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic
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Center for Family Love hosts fl ag dedicationSaint Elizabeth students experience 1889 schoolday
Fourth grade students from Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School 
in Edmond recently spent a day at the 
Edmond Territorial Schoolhouse to learn 
what it would have been like to attend 
a one-room schoolhouse in 1889. The 
morning passed quickly with ciphering 
and recitation. At recess, the students 
ran sack races, jumped rope and 
played a game called hoops and graces. 
The day concluded with a spelling bee 
and storytelling involving the Oklahoma 
Land Runs.

How to cook a 
turkey 

Sacred Heart, El Reno, Pre-K class
• “Shock him and then cut it and 
put it in a pot and put it in the 
microwave for 3 minutes.”-Alfredo 
Carmona, Jr.

• “Put Glitter on it and put it in the 
oven for 20 minutes.”-Meredick 
Martinez

•“Put it in the oven for 6 minutes 
and then put bread on it for my tur-
key sandwich.” -Jude Warren
 
Sacred Heart, El Reno, Kindergarten 
class
 “Put it on my daddy’s grill.” - Sa-
mantha Curtis
 
“You put your hand in it to clean it 
out.” - Alan Gonsalez
 
“You cook it with fi re.” - Aleister 
Wall  
 
“Put some salt & pepper on it and 
then put it in the oven for 100 
hours.” - James Thompson
 
“I don’t know, my grandma Lela 
does it.”- Lily Elliot 

Clockwise from left: (1) Fourth grade students from St. Mary’s School in Ponca 
City, visit the Outdoor Classroom in Newkirk, Okla. (2) Area fi remen visit St. James 
School in Oklahoma City. (3-4) Sacred Heart, El Reno’s Thanksgiving chefs. (5) St. 
Eugene’s second grade class wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving with their 

OKARCHE, Okla. – The Catholic War Veterans Post 168 and Fourth Degree Knights held a fl ag dedication ceremony at the Center 
of Family Love on Saturday, November 10, 2013.  The group was led by Commander Roger Thibeault, of the Catholic War Veterans.  
In the solemn ceremony honoring the raising of a new fl ag, 25 gathered to witness and share in the dedication that ended with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  The Knights of Columbus Orders Fourth Degree were also on hand in support of those who serve and those 
who have served.
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O’Reilly vividly retells Christ’s crucifi xion – but can’t compete with the Gospels 
Killing Jesus: A History by Bill 

O’Reilly and Martin Dugard (Mac-
millan, 2013)

Reviewed by J.E. Helm
In “Killing Jesus”, Bill O’Reilly 

and Martin Dugard pull together 
well-researched historical facts 
along with vivid descriptive detail 
to create a backdrop for an accu-
rate retelling of the Gospel story.

As the top-rated host of Fox 
News Channel’s “The O’Reilly 
Factor,” Bill O’Reilly is often in 
the political limelight, offering 
straight-to-the-punch opinions on 
everything from illegal immigrants 
and the Affordable Care Act to 
baseball and Christmas displays. 
Viewed by most as a conservative, 
O’Reilly is also a Catholic who 
claims he was inspired by his faith 
to write “Killing Jesus”.

While O’Reilly himself might be a 
controversial personality, “Killing 
Jesus” is mercifully non-political. 

O’Reilly co-authored the book 
with Martin Dugard, a New York 
Times bestselling author with a 
bent for historical writing.  The 
two men also co-wrote “Killing Lin-
coln” in 2011 and “Killing Kenne-
dy” in 2012.  Both books had sales 
in the millions and were on The 
New York Times bestseller list si-
multaneously. “Killing Jesus” has 
already been similarly successful. 
As of Nov. 11, it was No. 1 on the 
bestseller list.

What the book does so well is 
bring to life the historical times 
and events of the fi rst century.  
Each chapter begins with a date-
line, giving the work a reportorial 
feel.  Chapter One begins, “Bethle-
hem, Judea.  March, 5 B.C., Morn-
ing.”  The book has 13 maps to 

complement the events described, 
especially helpful in following the 
accounts of Jesus’ travels through 
the countryside from Capernaum 
in Galilee, south through Samaria, 
and to Jerusalem in Judea.  

There are also a number of fi ne 
illustrations and reproductions, 
as of the “East View of the Temple 
Showing the Antonia Fortress.”  
Footnotes throughout the book ex-
plain, for example, that there were 
at that time “two Bethlehems” and 
that the High Priest Caiaphas wore 
“a long blue tunic decorated with 
bells and tassels” and a breast-
plate “coated in precious stones.”  

O’Reilly and Dugard show us 
real people.  We have King Herod 
“gazing out a palace window.”  At 
69, he is of “massive girth” with a 
“bloated face” and a beard “that 
extends from the bottom of his 
chin to just below his Adam’s 
apple.”  He wears a purple mantle 
over a white silk tunic and suf-
fers from a “lung disease, kidney 
problem, worms, a heart condi-
tion” and “sexually transmitted 
diseases.”

This is a world of brutality.  We 
meet a relentless Julius Caesar 
and learn that his successor, 
Tiberius Caesar, has a villa on 
the island of Capri that features a 
“thousand foot cliff alongside the 
palace” from which is hurled any 
slave, servant or former ally who 
displeases Caesar. 

The authors detail Christ as a 
living, breathing human being.  
Jesus, about to topple the tables 
of the money changers in the Tem-
ple, “clenches a coiled whip in his 
fi st as he makes his way up the 
steps.”  There is “a power to Jesus’ 
gait and a steely determination to 
his gaze.”  When Jesus preaches 
from a boat offshore at Caper-

naum, “people stop what they are 
doing to listen.”  

The inevitable end of the narra-
tive, of course, is the crucifi xion.  
On Tuesday, “Dawn breaks. The 
countdown to Passover continues.” 
The chief priests “are now in a 
frenzy” to have Jesus killed. Judas 
asks the priests, “What are you 
willing to give me if I hand him 
over to you?”

Jesus is taken; he is beaten, 
blindfolded.  “Fists and kicks come 
from all sides.”  He endures the 
verbaratio, the scourging. A guard 
with an abacus records the num-
ber of lashes.  The soldiers cut 
branches from “a tall white shrub 
with long curving thorns that 
sprout closely together,” and this 
becomes the crown of thorns.  

We are shown “the crucifi xion 
death squad,” four men who will 
position the patibulum, the cross-
bar carried by the condemned, 
onto the staticulum, the vertical 

in-ground post that stands some 
eight feet high.  These are the men 
who will hammer the nails “at pre-
cisely the spot where the radius 
and ulna bones meet the carpal of 
the wrist.”

“Three hours pass,” three ter-
rible hours, and then “Jesus of 
Nazareth is dead.”

The book is not a religious 
treatise.  Novel-style, the story of 
the Christ concludes with “To this 
day, the body of Jesus of Naza-
reth has never been found.”  In 
the postscript, O’Reilly says he 
believes “we have brought you an 
accurate account of not only how 
Jesus died, but also the way he 
lived.”  

For the most part, details of 
“Killing Jesus” follow the story of 
the Gospels. There are six pages 
of sources, but these are simply 
books the authors have read and 
used; they have not sought out 
primary sources.  This is not, how-
ever, intended as a scholarly work. 

Like the TV miniseries “The 
Bible”, “Killing Jesus” aims to be 
a fresh take on a timeless story, 
a book that brings the Gospel 
times to life and shows us a living, 
breathing Jesus Christ — and, for 
the most part, it succeeds. Also 
like the TV miniseries “The Bible”, 
though, the story of the success 
of “Killing Jesus” is as much the 
story of brilliant marketing as it 
is a story of evangelization. In the 
end, the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection are the 
truest accounts available: If you 
haven’t read them from beginning 
to end, read them before you read 
“Killing Jesus”.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an ad-
junct professor of English at sever-
al area colleges.

The Catholic Foundation 
Board of Directors has adopt-
ed a Matching Grants Program 
to individual Catholic schools 
that establish permanent en-
dowment funds at the Catholic 
Foundation. Currently, 18 of 
the 21 schools have custodial 
funds at the Catholic Founda-
tion. Many of these funds are 
called endowment funds but are 
truly quasi-endowment in na-
ture and owned by the school or 
the respective parish. In 2013, 
seven Catholic schools within 
the archdiocese, chosen random-
ly, received challenges from the 
Catholic Foundation to establish 
a new, permanent endowment 
fund to benefi t the school. The 
Catholic Foundation will match 
a portion of the funds raised 
with a grant funded by the 
proceeds of the 2013 Catholic 
Foundation Golf Classic. 

The purpose of establishing 
these new school endowment 
funds is to benefi t the schools 
with maximum annual distri-
butions and at the same time to 
stimulate giving from individuals 
as part of the Catholic Founda-
tion’s Give Catholic Endowment 

Building Campaign. In addition, 
this program will allow donors 
to establish named funds if their 
gift is at least $5,000. It also al-
lows for annual distributions of 
the growth and income from the 
fund to benefi t school operations 
or scholarships. 

A drawing to determine the 
seven eligible schools for the 
challenge matching grant in 
2013 was held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 27, 2013, at the month-
ly Catholic schools’ principals 
meeting. The schools receiving 
the challenge matching grants 
are All Saints Catholic School in 

Norman, Sacred Heart Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City, Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School in El 
Reno, Saint Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City, Saint Eugene Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City, Saint 
James the Greater Catholic 
School in Oklahoma City, and 
Saint Mary Catholic School in 
Lawton.

Under the matching grant, 
the Catholic Foundation will 
donate $1 for each $3 raised in 
new donations to each school 
endowment fund up to $5,000.  
In other words, if the individual 

school raises $15,000 in do-
nations to this new permanent 
endowment fund, the Catholic 
Foundation will match it with a 
gift of $5,000.  The endowment 
funds can be set up as a school 
operations fund or as a school 
tuition scholarship fund.

 Under the 2013 Challenge 
Grant Program, gifts made to 
the fund between Sept. 1, 2013, 
and Aug. 31, 2014, are eligi-
ble for the match and have to 
be received from an individual, 
foundation, corporate donor or 
from the school directly.

“In addition to increasing 
endowments, the goal is to 
encourage the Catholic Schools 
to attract new donors,” explains 
Barney Semtner, executive direc-
tor. “We provide this opportunity 
to help these schools establish 
their own endowment fund, 
which provides annual distribu-
tion amounts.”

To learn more about making a 
donation to the Matching Grants 
Program, contact your school 
principal, the Catholic Founda-
tion at (405) 721-4115 or email 
bsemtner@archokc.org
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Catholic author’s debut novel weaves religious complexities into dynamic narrative
“Ceremony of Innocence” by Dor-

othy Cummings McLean (Ignatius 
Press, 2013)

Reviewed by Anamaría Scaper-
landa Biddick

Dorothy Cummings McLean’s de-
but novel, Ceremony of Innocence, 
is a fast-paced tale of intrigue and 
mystery set against social upheav-
al in modern-day Germany.  Ri-
ots—against immigrants as well as 
misunderstood papal comments, 
presumably the Regensburg ad-
dress—take place alongside Islam-
ic extremist terrorism.  Scottish 
journalist Catriona McClelland, 
German correspondent for an 
American Catholic news agency, 
is an onlooker to these events, 
traveling to the center of the ac-
tion for her articles.  McClelland’s 
neutrality is questioned when she 
is personally confronted with the 
violence erupting amidst Western 
decadence.

The book opens with the death 
of Suzy Davis, an idealistic young 
Canadian studying in Germany, 
who was forcibly drowned on her 
way to meet Cat McClelland.   The 
reader is immediately gripped with 
questions of who killed the naïve 
North American student—and 
why.  The majority of the story 
is told in fl ashbacks, beginning 
with Cat fi rst meeting Suzy in the 
bathroom of a German club.  It 
follows them through a neo-Nazi 
riot, hedonistic party with German 
celebrities and Suzy’s declaration 
of love for Cat’s German boyfriend, 

Dennis.  Optimistic Suzy queries 
jaded Cat about romantic love, 
true faith and religion, and politics 
at every chance she gets: surprise 
visits to Cat’s fl at, hiding during 
an outbreak of violence against 
foreigners, and chance encounters.  
Cat treats her with a mixture of 
distant affection and indifferent 
amusement.  While these short 
conversations reveal each woman’s 
outlook, the fast-paced novel does 
not linger on these scenes. In-
stead, it is quickly pulled forward 
by renewed action.  

McLean’s enthralling chronicle 
is rife with questions of innocence 
and guilt, which the author expert-
ly brings to the surface without 
answering.  On a political level, 
complacent, materialistic West-
erners stand indifferent to the 
war their country is waging in the 
Middle East while Islamic extrem-
ists bring the violence of that war 
back to Germany—killing both 
innocent Germans and Muslims 
living abroad.  Neo-Nazis erupt in 
aggressive protest to these acts of 
terrorism through brutality against 
peaceful foreigners.  Meanwhile, 
Suzy’s pacifi st student group, 
Peace Now, protests foreign in-
volvement in Middle Eastern war 
while silent in the face of domestic 
brutality.  

Though the novel parallels Gra-
ham Greene’s The Quiet American, 
it does not share Greene’s indict-
ment of Western entanglement in 
Eastern wars; at most, McLean’s 
novel condemns terrorism and 
naïve participation in complicated 
meetings between the East and the 

West.  
The moral questions in McLean’s 

story become even more compli-
cated on a personal level.  Cat 
McClelland, a Mass-going Catholic 
who works for the Church, faith-
fully abstains from communion 
due to domestic arrangements that 
place her outside the moral law.  
Her faith is present amidst her 
own sin, but without the hope in 
goodness and love to which an un-
damaged, complete faith in Christ 
leads.  Her cynicism becomes 
more sympathetic as it is revealed 
that Cat was married to a faithful 
Catholic professor who left her for 
a student; his continued contact 
with Catriona revolves around the 
question of an annulment in order 
to sanction his once-illicit relation-
ship.   

Cat’s past evokes sympathy, 
even for her sarcastic, distrustful 
attitude.  However, the question 
of her own innocence and guilt 
remains, especially with regard to 
her boyfriend, Dennis, who wants 
to legitimize their relationship 
through marriage.  Her personal 
moral responsibility in terms of the 
wider political situation is called 
into question as her professional 
journalism pulls her into greater 
knowledge of the people associated 
with acts of terrorism and violence.

The book’s ending does not dis-
appoint, providing the reader with 
a series of twists that will prompt 
re-reading of earlier chapters and 
revising questions of moral culpa-
bility.  These same ethical com-
plexities make the book appropri-
ate for mature audiences only.

Fans of Graham Greene and the 
fi ctional works of G.K. Chester-
ton should be grateful there is a 
Catholic novelist writing today who 
is able to weave moral and reli-
gious complexities into the fabric 
of dynamic, suspenseful narra-
tive.  The prose is tight without 
being sparse; the characters are 
realistic.  As in life, grace and sin 
are co-existent in the principal 
characters.  McLean’s novel is a 
must-read for those interested in 
the future of Catholic literature, 
as well as a thoroughly enjoyable 
story for anyone interested in good 
fi ction, making it a great gift for 
any book-lover.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

“Free Birds” movie: “Zany, good-natured comedy”
Catholic News Service classifi cations:
•A-I — general patronage 
•A-II — adults and adolescents 
•A-III — adults 
•A-IV — adults, with reservations (this indi-

cates fi lms that, while not morally offensive in 
themselves, are not for casual viewing because 
they require some analysis and explanation in 
order to avoid false impressions and interpre-
tations) 

•L — limited adult audiences, fi lms whose 
problematic content many adults would fi nd 
troubling

•O — morally offensive 

Free Birds

 NEW YORK —Parents be warned: Your kids 
will want you to revise the Thanksgiving dinner 
menu once they see “Free Birds” (Relativity), 
a 3-D animated adventure about two rogue 
turkeys who travel back in time to change the 
“main course” of history.

 Jimmy Hayward (“Horton Hears a Who!”) 
directs this zany but good-natured comedy, 
co-written with Scott Mosier (and having noth-
ing to do with the Lynyrd Skynyrd song “Free 
Bird”). There’s something for every age wrapped 
up in a holiday-themed package, including 
cute-as-a-button characters, clever (but some-
times a bit rude) humor, a send-up of science 
fi ction, and even a little (superfi cial) slice of 
American history.

 There’s also a good message for the youngest 
viewers: Look out for each other, or someone 
may end up as dinner (literally).

Our turkey hero, Reggie (voice of Owen 

Wilson), is an outcast on the farm. He doesn’t 
follow the dimwitted fl ock, and his warnings 
about the farmer and his ax go unheeded — 
until, for some, it’s too late.

 “Thanksgiving is a turkey’s worst night-
mare,” Reggie says.

 Out of nowhere, the president of the United 
States (voiced by director Hayward) arrives to 
choose a turkey to receive the offi cial pardon 
prior to the national holiday. Reggie’s the one, 
and he is whisked to Camp David, where he 
lives in the lap of luxury.

 Before long he is addicted to pizza (“much 
better than corn”) and obsessed with watching 
a romantic telenovela on TV.

 His strange interlude ends when he is ab-
ducted by fellow bird Jake (voice of Woody Har-
relson). As the founder of the “Turkey Freedom 
Front,” Jake enlists Reggie on a wild scheme: 
travel back to the fi rst Thanksgiving in 1621, 
and keep turkey off the dinner table.

 And so these turkeys hijack a time ma-
chine (voiced by George Takei of “Star Trek” 
fame) and land in Plymouth, Mass. There they 
meet up with their feathered ancestors, led by 
Chief Broadbeak (voice of Keith David) and his 
spunky daughter, Jenny (voice of Amy Poehler).

 For Reggie and Jenny, it’s love at fi rst peck, 
while Jake butts beaks with Jenny’s tough 
brother, Ranger (also voiced by Hayward), over 
leadership of the master plan.

 The Pilgrims are a bumbling lot, grousing 
over the lack of food and ganging up on Gov-
ernor Bradford (voice of Dan Fogler). It’s left 
to the sadistic Myles Standish (voice of Colm 
Meaney) and his pack of vicious dogs to hunt 
down the turkeys in time for that fi rst dinner 
with the native Indians.

 A rollicking adventure ensues, with echoes 

of the great escape in 2000’s “Chicken Run.” 
While some of the action sequences may be too 
intense at times for younger viewers (“Those 
turkeys are angry birds,” one Pilgrim quips), 
it’s all in good fun, and the tasty resolution, 
involving one of America’s favorite foods, is 
bound to please.

 The fi lm contains a few mildly perilous situa-
tions and some rude humor. The Catholic News 
Service classifi cation is A-I — general patron-
age. The Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG — parental guidance suggested. 
Some material may not be suitable for children.
Ender’s Game
The fi lm contains a number of scenes with 

fi ghting and bullying behavior among teenag-
ers, several classroom slurs, some scary imag-
ery, some mild innuendo, and one use of crass 
language. The Catholic News Service classifi -
cation is A-II — adults and adolescents. The 
Motion Picture Association of America rating 
is PG-13 — parents strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate for children 
under 13.
About Time
The fi lm contains semi-graphic premarital 

sexual activity, brief nudity, several vulgar 
gestures, some sacrilegious humor and sex-
ual innuendo, and much profanity and crude 
language. The Catholic News Service classifi ca-
tion is L — limited adult audience, fi lms whose 
problematic content many adults would fi nd 
troubling. The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is R — restricted. Under 17 re-
quires accompanying parent or adult guardian.

Find more reviews at http://www.catholic-
news.com/movies.htm

McAleer is a guest reviewer for Catholic News 
Service.

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

La semana pasada, decenas de obispos, 
sacerdotes, religiosos y religiosas y líderes 
laicos de todo el continente americano se reu-
nieron en el Santuario de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe para un evento extraordinario. El 
propósito de esta peregrinación fue refl exionar 
en oración y la conversación sobre el progreso 
de la evangelización en el continente ameri-
cano desde Canadá hasta Argentina, y todos 
los países y de la nación en el medio. Tuve 
el privilegio de participar en este maravillo-
so “encuentro”. El momento fue signifi cativo. 
Nos reunimos en la celebración del Año de la 
Fe, quince años después de que el beato Juan 
Pablo II publicó la Exhortación apostólica sobre 
la Iglesia en América (Ecclesia in America) y 
prepararse para recibir la Exhortación Apos-
tólica del Papa Francisco en la Nueva Evangeli-
zación se llama, apropiadamente, la Alegría del 
Evangelio, Evangelii Gaudium.

También hay un profundo signifi cado en 
el hecho de este congreso continental sobre 
la Nueva Evangelización se llevó a cabo en el 
lugar en el que la primera evangelización de 
las Américas recibió su impulso decisivo. En 
1531 la Virgen María se le apareció a un laico 
indígena, San Juan Diego, y le encomendó la 
misión de llevar el mensaje al primer obispo de 
las Américas, el Obispo Zumárraga de Méxi-
co. Ella pidió que se construyera una Iglesia 
en la colina de Tepeyac, el lugar donde ella se 
le apareció este hombre humilde. Cuando el 
sabio obispo pidió una señal para autenticar la 
solicitud extraordinaria de un mensajero tan 
improbable, María respondió no sólo al hacer 
que las rosas fl orecieran en diciembre en una 
ladera rocosa, pero imprimiendo su imagen 
en la tilma que Juan Diego utiliza para llevar 

las rosas al obispo. La milagrosa imagen de 
María, con las características mestizas de la 
población local, así como los símbolos notables 
contenidos en la propia imagen, se convirtió en 
el modelo para una predicación perfectamente 
inculturada del Evangelio de Jesucristo en esta 
tierra, tan recientemente descubierto por los 
europeos.

Lo que siguió fue el más extraordinario fl o-
recimiento de la evangelización en la historia 
de la Iglesia. En la historia cristiana la con-
versión de las naciones a menudo comienza 
por la conversión de sus reyes y gobernantes. 
Este capítulo tuvo un comienzo más humilde 
que involucra la respuesta fi el de un laico a la 
humilde petición de María en nombre de su 
Hijo. Cuando la gente sencilla vieron la imagen 
milagrosa fueron convertidos por la experien-
cia del amor de Dios por ellos representada en 
el rostro tierno y compasivo de la Virgen, que 
está embarazada de su Hijo divino. Después de 
unos pocos años siguieron millones de conver-
siones y bautismos.

Este evento fue el impulso para la evangeli-
zación de nuestro continente americano. Qué 
apropiado que volvimos allí para orar por una 
nueva evangelización de América y confi ar esta 
ardiente oración a María bajo el título de Nues-
tra Señora de Guadalupe, estrella de la nueva 
evangelización del continente americano.

Me conmovió profundamente cada una de 
las Misas en la Basílica de Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe. Así como en el primer Pente-
costés María estaba en medio de los apóstoles 
y discípulos orando y esperando la efusión del 
Espíritu Santo, para nosotros, los obispos, 
como sucesores de los Apóstoles, junto con los 
discípulos de todas las Américas se reunieron 

en oración con 
María en nuestro 
medio. Su presen-
cia se puede sentir 
palpablemente en 
ese lugar sagrado, 
santifi cado por su 
visita en 1531, y donde su imagen milagrosa 
sigue siendo venerada como un recordatorio 
del amor de Dios por nosotros y de la compa-
sión y la protección maternal de María.

También fue profundamente tranquilizador 
y consolador el ofrecer a María, en nombre 
de nuestra arquidiócesis, el fruto de nuestro 
proceso de recientemente concluido, y la visión 
pastoral y prioridades que fueron sus frutos. 
Según lo expresado en mi reciente Carta Pasto-
ral, Vayan y Hagan Discípulos, nuestra propia 
visión Arquidiocesana, las prioridades y los 
objetivos están estrechamente alineados con la 
renovación de la evangelización que se pide en 
nuestro tiempo, expresado recientemente en la 
Exhortación Evangelii Gaudium, la Alegría del 
Evangelio, del Papa Francisco, que se publicará 
en la Solemnidad de Cristo Rey al cerrar el 
Año de la Fe. Mi oración, confi ada a la Virgen 
de Guadalupe, la Estrella de la Nueva Evan-
gelización, es que los frutos del Año de la Fe 
duren al ponernos en el camino del discipulado 
y misión. Al igual que con la primera evangeli-
zación de América, la nueva evangelización en 
nuestra época se inicia con un encuentro con 
la persona de Jesucristo. Conversión y misión 
fl uyen de ese encuentro con la gracia divina 
y la misericordia, y sin tal encuentro, todos 
nuestros esfuerzos son en vano.

¡Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, Estrella de la 
Nueva Evangelización, ruega por nosotros!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
Estrella de la Nueva Evangelización

Finalmente Ser Católico (Incluso si se diera el caso de que ya lo sea)
El Año de la Fe termina el 24 de noviembre y 

es el momento de hacer lo que a todos nos gus-
ta hacer al fi nal del año: recordar los buenos 
momentos y mirar hacia el futuro. Personal-
mente, estoy más interesado en saber qué dife- 
rencia ha hecho este año en la vida de mis her-
manos católicos. Por lo tanto, tengo una prueba 
para ti. (No te sorprendas, deberías haber visto 
venir este momento.) Por lo tanto, consigue un 
pedazo de papel y escriba su mejor respuesta a 
esta pregunta: “ ¿Qué palabra une el Credo, los 
sacramentos, la moral cristiana, y la oración?” 
¿Necesitas una pista? Bueno, hmmm.... la 
paabra que estoy pensando se dice explícita-
mente con tres de los cuatro pilares e implícita-
mente con el otro.

El Santo Padre, Benedicto XVI y Francisco, 
tuvieron una expectativa para este Año de la Fe 
que muchos católicos, sospecho, no encuentran 
a menudo. Su expectativa fue la conversión. Al 
regresar al momento histórico y el entusiasmo 
que acompañó el Concilio Vaticano II, los San-
tos Padres querían que los católicos saboreára-
mos al Espíritu Santo de nuevo en nuestros 
labios. Al dirigirnos a una fuente segura de 
enseñanza clara, con una fi rme conexión entre 
la Época de los Apóstoles y de la Época de la 
Informática, a través de una reconexión con 
el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica, los Santos 
Padres deseaban para nosotros un regalo de 
esperanza y un renovada confi anza en Jesús. 
Al alentarnos a profundizar en nuestra oración, 
los Santos Padres quieren que realmente conoz-
camos a Dios, ¡y no sólo conformarnos con 
saber algo acerca de Él!

Pero ¿por qué la con-
versión? ¿Eso no ocu-
rrirá una vez y luego es 
navegación clara? En una 
palabra, no, eso no es lo 
que sucede. Conversión, 
ese diario volverse hacia 
Jesús, debe ser un acto 
consciente de la voluntad. 
Parafraseando una cita del libro de Sherry Wad-
dell, Formando Discípulos Intencionales, no 
más se puede ir a la cama y despertar “acciden-
talmente” como neurocirujano como tampoco 
se puede ir a la cama y “accidentalmente” tener 
una conversión. Incluso una familiaridad con 
las vidas de los santos demuestra esta realidad.

El Año de la Fe se ha vuelto a despertar, al 
menos para mí, un creciente deseo de per- 
tenecerle solamente a Jesús.  No digo esto 
para sonar mi propia bocina o para que me vea 
más piadoso de lo que en realidad soy. Digo 
esto porque veo hasta qué punto mi corazón a 
menudo se desplaza de nuestro Señor. No pue-
do empezar a enumerar los grandes frutos que 
la gracia que Dios ha derramado en mi alma en 
estos días. Muchas veces fueron gracias des-
apercibidas hasta que Dios me dio una bofeta-
da en la cara con su presencia. Al llegar al fi nal 
de este Año de la Fe en la Iglesia, creo que un 
solo deseo queda en mi mente: Transfórmame 
Señor. Lo que yo he sido, no estoy seguro de 
que es lo que quieres de mí. Transfórmame, 
Señor en lo que Tú quieras que sea.

¿Averiguaron la respuesta de la prueba sor-
presa? ¿Cuál es la palabra?

Es Amen. La palabra “Amén” signifi ca “que 

así sea” en hebreo. En los Evangelios con 
frecuencia encontramos a Jesús prologar 
una declaración con “en verdad, en verdad 
os digo...” En el idioma original, la palabra 
traducida como “ verdad” es Amen. “Amén”, 
concluye el Credo, en esencia, que actúa como 
mi fi rma al fi nal del contrato, obligándome en 
cuerpo y alma a la realidad que el Credo de-
scribe. Ese “Amén”, a su vez, me obliga a estar 
más perfectamente unido a la Iglesia, ya que yo 
recibí el Credo, no lo compuse. Cuando recibo 
los sacramentos, un “Amén” acompaña cada re-
cepción de uno de ellos.  Cada “Amen” atestigua 
el vínculo del pacto que he recibido de Jesús, 
a través del ministerio de la Iglesia. El “Amén” 
afi rma que mi deseo es ser fructífero como Dios 
quiere. Mis acciones morales llevan un im-
plícito, y  no hablado, “Amen”, pero no obstan-
te está ahí. Al elegir entre una acción y otra 
– entre un acto, bueno, y otro malo — estoy 
diciendo “Amén” con mi voluntad, uniéndome a 
Jesús que ha transmitido la vida moral a mí, a 
través del ministerio de la Iglesia. Y, por último, 
cuando oro, lo sello con el “Amén”, entregando 
todo lo que quiero, y temo en las manos de mi 
Padre amoroso.

Eso es como fi nalmente se convierte uno en 
un católico, incluso si se diera el caso de que 
ya lo sea. Di que sí. Sólo di sí a Jesús. Diga sí 
a la Iglesia que Jesús creó para ti y de ti. Sólo 
decir sí. La razón de que no somos los discípu-
los de Cristo que anhelamos ser, es porque 
nuestros días están llenos de “tal vez”. Tal vez 
voy a seguir a Jesús. Por el bien de tu alma, (y, 
francamente, mi salud mental) sólo decir que sí. 
Y espera ser transformado.

Por el Padre Shane Tharp
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“Hambrientos Por Justicia” para subrayar la universalidad 
de la fe, la necesidad de justicia para los inmigrantes

OKLAHOMA CITY (Nov. 13, 2013) – Judith 
Huerta es una joven vibrante, apasionada, de 
veintitantos años que quiere llamar la atención 
sobre la necesidad de reformar el sistema de 
inmigración de EE.UU. 

Sus ojos, vivos detrás de unas gafas de marco 
negro, son tan oscuros como su pelo muy corto. 
En esta noche en particular, se ve curiosamente 
creativa con pantalones a cuadros, una cha- 
queta de cuero y las uñas pintadas de colores. 
Habla inglés y español, se ríe con facilidad y sin 
esfuerzo realiza múltiples tareas. 

En una junta, ella da sorbos a una bebida 
de color verde de una taza que parece un lente 
de una cámara y teclea vigorosamente en el 
teclado de su laptop portátil Mac que relata los 
orígenes de sus últimas ideas.

En estos momentos, se está preparando para  
un ayuno de 11 días, un día por cada uno de 
los cerca de 11 millones de inmigrantes indocu-
mentados que viven en Estados Unidos. 

Durante ese tiempo, ella va a rezar para 
que los funcionarios electos den prioridad a la 
reunifi cación familiar y el trato humano de los 
inmigrantes indocumentados que negocian las 
reformas del sistema de inmigración actual.

 Huerta llama al proyecto, “Hambrientos por 
Justicia.”

Ella sabe de primera mano lo que es vivir en 
los Estados Unidos “sin papeles”. Cuando tenía 
dos años de edad, sus padres y ella cruzaron 
la frontera desde México a los Estados Unidos 
a pesar de que carecían de la documentación 
para hacerlo legalmente. 

Se establecieron en California hasta que 
sus padres se separaron. En ese momento, su 
madre y ella se cambiaron a Oklahoma. 

En Oklahoma, Huerta obtuvo una educación 
preparatoria y universitaria y, en 2012, cuando 
el presidente Barack Obama puso en marcha 
un plan para diferir la decisión para los inmi-
grantes indocumentados que llegaron a Estados 
Unidos cuando eran niños y que estaban en 
busca de ya sea un servicio educativo o militar, 
Huerta solicitó por la Acción Diferida  y califi co. 
En otras palabras, por ahora, está protegida de 
la deportación.

Ella sabe que este no es el caso para millones 
de otros, sin embargo, y, por lo tanto, durante 
11 días, no comerá más de una comida al día.

 Un sentido de  fraternidad en la comuni-
dad cristiana 

Huerta no estará sola durante su ayuno: No 
sólo será ella  unida por varios amigos y cole-
gas, entre ellos Fredy Valencia, un compañero 
inmigrante y organizador, sino que también va 
a ser impulsada por el apoyo de la Iglesia local.

Cuando Huerta se acercó al Padre Mike 
Chapman, párroco de la iglesia católica de Los 
Santos Ángeles en Oklahoma City, acerca de 
su idea para un ayuno, el Padre Chapman no 
sólo aceptó acoger el evento de 11 días en Los 
Santos Ángeles, pero también contó con la pro-
moción de otros líderes católicos en Oklahoma, 
incluyendo al Arzobispo Pablo Coakley.

El Arzobispo Coakley decidió prestar su apoyo 
a “Hambrientos por Justicia” porque reconoció 
que podría servir no solo como un tiempo para 
orar por una solución temporal al problema 
de un sistema inoperable de inmigración, sino 
también como un tiempo para recordar que “en 
la Iglesia, nadie es un extraño, y la Iglesia no es 
ajena a ninguna persona, en cualquier lugar”, 
como los obispos de Estados Unidos y México 
escribieron en una carta pastoral conjunta “ya 
no somos extranjeros”.

 “Estaba feliz de apoyar este proyecto, ya que 
proporciona un testimonio orante y visible, 
así como la oportunidad de apoyar a nuestros 
hermanos y hermanas que están atrapados en 
este callejón sin salida”, explicó el Arzobispo 

Coakley. “Quiero ayudar a nuestra gran nación 
hacia una solución más justa a la situación que 
mantiene a muchos de nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas que viven en las sombras de nuestra 
sociedad.”  

“La Iglesia tiene un mensaje que resalta la 
dignidad de todo ser humano, la importancia de 
la familia y las exigencias de la justicia”, agregó. 
“Estos están arraizados en el Evangelio, pero 
también en la razón y la ley natural.”

El Padre Tim Luschen, párroco de la Iglesia 
católica de San Carlos Borromeo en Oklahoma 
City, que también colaboró en la organización 
del proyecto, se hizo eco del arzobispo.

 “La dignidad y el valor no están dados por las 
leyes de nuestro país y no pueden ser retirados 
por las leyes de nuestro país”, dijo. “Estamos 
llamados como pueblo fi el de Dios y seguidores 
de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, para llegar a los 
extraños, alimentar a los hambrientos y curar 
a los enfermos. Hemos de ver a todas las per-
sonas — todas las personas — como nuestro 
prójimo. Ayudar a los inmigrantes que sufren 
es sólo una forma — no la única — pero de una 
manera que nos acercamos a nuestro prójimo 
en el amor. Cuando los inmigrantes sufren, no-
sotros, los otros miembros del cuerpo de Cristo, 
sufrimos. Cuando los inmigrantes  encuentran 
la paz y la seguridad, nos unimos a la alegría y 
al consuelo que viene de eso.”

Después de todo, la pertenencia a la Iglesia 
no es conferida por el estado legal, sino a través 
de los sacramentos — a través del bautismo, la 
confi rmación y la Eucaristía.

“Como sacramento de la unidad y por lo tanto 
un signo y fuerza obligatorio para toda la raza 
humana, la Iglesia es el lugar donde los in-
migrantes ilegales también son reconocidos y 
aceptados como hermanos y hermanas”, según 
“Ya no somos extranjeros”. “Es la tarea de las 
distintas diócesis activamente asegurar que 
estas personas, quienes se ven obligados a vivir 
fuera de la red de seguridad de la sociedad civil, 
puedan encontrar un sentido de fraternidad en 
la comunidad cristiana”.

El proyecto “Hambrientos por Justicia” tam-
bién coincide con un esfuerzo nacional de la 
Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de los Es-
tados Unidos para poner de relieve la necesidad 
de una reforma migratoria integral.

Los obispos han articulado los siguientes 
cinco principios básicos relacionados con la 
migración: (1) Las personas tienen derecho a 
encontrar oportunidades en su tierra natal, 
(2) las personas tienen derecho a emigrar para 
mantenerse a sí mismos y a sus familias, (3) 
Las naciones soberanas tienen el derecho a 
controlar sus fronteras, (4) Los refugiados y los 
solicitantes de asilo deben ser objeto de prote-

cción y (5) se deben respetar la dignidad y los 
derechos humanos de los inmigrantes indocu-
mentados.

Sobre la base de estos principios, que han 
abogado por una reforma migratoria integral 
que incorpora los esfuerzos mundiales para 
combatir la pobreza, la ampliación de oportuni-
dades para reunifi car familias, un programa 
más efi caz y equitativo de trabajadores tempo-
rales, la legalización de base amplia de las per-
sonas en este país sin la debida documentación 
migratoria y la restauración del debido proceso.

El ayuno, la oración y una procesión.
Huerta, Valencia y otros ayunarán en Los 

Santos Ángeles del viernes 22 de nov. al lunes 2 
de dic.  

El Arzobispo Coakley dijo que se invita a los 
más de 120,000 católicos de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City para unirse a los ayunantes en 
la refl exión sobre la situación actual de la po-
blación inmigrante en Oklahoma y en la oración 
por una resolución para todos los que viven en 
la incertidumbre y la inseguridad. 

En concreto, el arzobispo pide a los fi eles a 
unirse a él mientras reza una novena – la cual 
está disponible en línea en www.archokc.org - 
desde el 23 noviembre al 1 diciembre.

A lo largo de los 11 días de oración y ayuno, 
los ayunantes se dedicarán al público a través 
de talleres informativos, películas, debates y 
noches de micrófono abierto, en el que los inmi-
grantes compartirán historias de detención, la 
deportación y la esperanza.

Además, a las 3 pm del domingo, 24 de 
noviembre el Padre Chapman y el Padre Lu-
schen conducirán una procesión de oración 
abierta al público de la Catedral de Nuestra 
Señora del Perpetuo Socorro de Oklahoma City 
a la Iglesia Católica de Los Santos Ángeles. El 
Arzobispo Coakley bendecirá a los procesadores 
antes de empezar.

“Tantas personas jóvenes, familias y personas 
que sufren son mudos e invisibles en nuestra 
sociedad debido a su estatus migratorio”, dijo 
el Arzobispo. “Hay un gran potencial aquí. Ellos 
han venido aquí por una variedad de razones, 
pero se sienten atraídos por la promesa de la 
libertad. Quieren contribuir al bien común y 
tener una oportunidad del sueño americano.”

Para obtener más información acerca de 
“Hambrientos por Justicia”, visite www.
archokc.org. Para obtener más información so-
bre la campaña USCCB (Conferencia de Obis-
pos Católicos de Estados Unidos por sus siglas 
en ingles) para crear conciencia de la necesidad 
de la reforma de inmigración, visite www.
justiceforimmigrants.org. 

Tina Korbe Dzurisin es la directora de comuni-
caciones de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

Por Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic
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continued from page 1
Pope Francis will close the Year 

of Faith with Mass Nov. 24, the 
feast of Christ the King. The eve-
ning before, he will preside over 
the Rite of Acceptance, a brief 
ceremony in which adults who had 
been inquiring about the Catholic 
faith offi cially become catechu-
mens preparing for baptism.

The pope also plans to publish 
an apostolic exhortation on the 
new evangelization, promoting 
what he calls a “culture of encoun-
ter” between Christ and humanity 
and among believers themselves. 
The document and the ceremony 
with future Catholics will under-
line a key point of Pope Francis’ 
teaching: Christ not only knocks 
on hearts to get inside, he knocks 
on the doors of churches asking to 
be let out into the world.

Archbishop Jose Octavio Ruiz 
Arenas, secretary of the new evan-
gelization council, told Catholic 
News Service that Pope Benedict 
proposed the Year of Faith “to give 
a strong push to the new evan-
gelization” and to help Catholics 
“recognize the joy that comes from 
the great gift of faith” and from 
knowing that God loves them so 

much that he sent his son to save 
them.

Pope Francis’ election during the 
Year of Faith can be seen as “prov-
idential,” the archbishop said. 
“The personality of Pope Francis, 
his closeness, his use of language 
that is simple and profound, his 
desire to go out and meet people, 
has captivated people’s hearts.

“The Holy Spirit knew what 
he was doing,” Archbishop Ruiz 
said. “He wanted to be sure that 
in the Year of Faith many peo-
ple who had been far from the 
church would hear an invitation 
to respond to the Lord,” and, from 
what bishops and pastors around 
the world are reporting, it seems to 
have worked, he said.

Both popes have insisted that 
being an authentic Christian isn’t 
simply about one’s private prayer 
life; it must be evident in the way 
a person interacts with others and 
with the world.

Msgr. Tighe said, “One of the 
particular achievements of Pope 
Benedict was showing — with 
strong philosophical and theolog-
ical arguments — the legitimate 
claim of faith to having a place in 
the public square and in public 

debate.”
“In a simpler, more directly 

pastoral way, Pope Francis is 
almost literally bringing faith to 
the public square, particularly in 
and through the media,” he said. 
“We see especially in social media 
a huge desire on the part of people 
to share his words and deeds.”

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Year of Faith was marked 
by the conclusion of a 13-month 
process led by Archbishop Paul 
Coakley to discern and proclaim 
a mutually shared vision for the 
more than 120,000 Catholics of 
central and western Oklahoma. 
In October, Archbishop Coakley 
announced “Go Make Disciples” 
as the fi ve-year vision statement 
of the archdiocese — a statement 
that is very much in keeping with 
the messages of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI and Pope Francis.

In addition, Archbishop Coakley 
announced the new evangelization 
as one of the top three priorities 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. In October, he created an 
archdiocesan Offi ce of New Evan-
gelization to be spearheaded by 
Carole Brown, Ph.D. In less than a 
month, the Offi ce of New Evangeli-

zation has developed a study guide 
based on Archbishop Coakley’s 
pastoral letter “Go Make Disci-
ples.” That study guide will be 
available online at www.archokc.
org by the end of the month.

The archdiocesan Year of Faith 
committee also planned and 
sponsored a series of Year of Faith 
pilgrimages throughout the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. About 
150 Catholics of the archdiocese 
completed one or more of these 
pilgrimages. 

Father Shane Tharp and Direc-
tor of Hispanic Ministry Pedro Mo-
rales wrote a series of articles to 
commemorate the Year of Faith for 
the Sooner Catholic, and various 
members of the archdiocese gave 
their reasons for faith in video in-
terviews. Those articles and videos 
are available at www.archokc.org/
year-of-faith.

“This Year of Faith has been an 
opportunity for Catholics to renew 
and rediscover their relationship 
with Jesus Christ and with his 
Church,” Archbishop Coakley 
wrote in “Go Make Disciples.” “It 
has been an occasion of grace.”

Sooner Catholic staff contributed 
to this report.

Year of two popes

Archbishop Coakley has called 
us to “Go Make Disciples” and 
one of the ways in which we can 
do that is through the radio.  
Help Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting Network to reach others 
and spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  Be a part of the 
growth of Catholicism in Okla-
homa!

We can’t emphasize enough 
the need for routine monthly do-
nations to help us meet the op-
erating costs for all the stations.  
At some locations, we are renting 
the towers or the land they sit 
on and we must pay for electric-
ity and Internet service for each 
site. We are quickly approaching 
the end of another year and we 
wanted to remind you that we 
are a non-profi t organization and 
all donations are tax deductible.  
End-of-the-year donation letters 
will go out in January 2014.  
Please make sure to mail your 
gifts before Dec. 31, 2013, to 
receive credit for 2013.

On Nov. 5 and Nov. 6, we held 

a Radiothon from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. The response was encour-
aging and we were heartened by 
the stories of how Catholic Radio 
has made a difference in people’s 
lives. Callers from the Tulsa area 
were very excited about having 
Catholic programming available.  
If you were listening and at-
tempted to call in without speak-
ing to someone, call Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting at (405) 
255-7348. 

If you have not started listen-
ing to the broadcasts, do your-
self a favor and turn it on.  We 
believe you will love it!!

STATIONS
KKNG – OKC Metro – 97.3 FM
KTLR – OKC – 890 AM (Span-

ish – 1pm to dusk)
KOEG – Lawton – 88.3 FM
KIOP – Prague – 88.3 FM
KIOP – Tulsa – 94.9 FM

KIOP – Bristow – 105.7 FM
KMAC – Antlers – 90.3 FM

Coming soon:  
KEUC in Enid

Are you listening?
By Marlene Stapp

Briefs
Service of Lessons and Carols 
At 5 p.m. Dec. 1 at Our Lady’s 

Cathedral, is a wonderful opportu-
nity for those who would like to set 
aside an intentional preparation 
for the celebration of Christmas, 
while still retaining the integrity 
of Advent as a separate season. In 
this service we listen to fi ve Scrip-
ture lessons. Each lesson is then 
followed by a music meditation 
offered and prayer. All are invited.

Saint Eugene’s to host event 
“Celebrating the Gift of Music”

At 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, at 
Saint Eugene Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, pianist Leon W. 
Sanderson and organist Michael 
Scott will co-headline “Celebrat-
ing the Gift of Music,” a concert to 
benefi t the AIDS Walk of Oklahoma 
City. 

Sanderson will play upon the 
Dawson Memorial Steinway Piano, 
the funds for which were donated 
by the late Katherine Ann (Davis) 
Dawson in memory of her husband, 
Woodson. The concert happens to 
fall upon what would have been 
Mrs. Dawson’s 100th birthday. 
Scott will perform on a four-manual 
Walker digital organ. 

“Since its arrival to Oklaho-
ma City, (the Dawson Memorial 
Steinway Piano) has been highly 
acclaimed and revered by all who 
have played it. … Having Michael 
Scott, Our Lady’s Cathedral, con-
trol the mighty four-manual Walker 
digital organ promises to be an 
event of its own. Imagine the two 
dynamic instruments in the new 
Saint Eugene’s Church!” Sander-
son wrote in a letter to the Sooner 
Catholic. 

The concert is open to the public; 
suggested donation is $15. A recep-
tion in Ross Hall will follow.

Father Jandaczek to celebrate 
Polish Mass

Father Peter Jandaczek, pastor of 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church in Duncan, 
Okla., will celebrate a Polish Mass 
at 4 p.m. Dec. 21, 2013, at Saint 
Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, 
1576 Tim Holt Drive, in Harrah, 
Okla. Father Jaroslow Topolewski, 
pastor of Saint Anthony of Padua 
Church in Okeene, and Father 
Prakash Madineni, pastor of Saint 
Teresa of Avila Church in Harrah, 
will concelebrate. For more infor-
mation, call (405) 454-2819.

Pilgrimage opportunities
Father Joe Arledge, pastor at 

Saint Peter’s Church in Woodward, 
Okla., will lead a nine-day pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land from Sept. 
7 to Sept. 16, 2014. The itinerary 
includes two nights in Tiberius and 
fi ve nights in Jerusalem. The cost 
is $2,725 per person and includes 
roundtrip airfare from most East 
Coast or Midwest cities, superior 
tourist class hotels, daily break-
fast and dinners, escorted guides 
and Air-Cond motorcoach. Deposit 
is $450 each with fi nal payment 
by June 7, 2014. For additional 
information and brochures, contact 
John Tagnesi at 1-888-544-4461 or 
jtag1964@verizon.net.

Fathers Tom Boyer and Joe 
Jacobi will lead a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, Toulouse and Paris that 
will explore religious and cultural 
treasures in these iconic sites from 
Oct. 27 to Nov. 5, 2014. The cost is 
$3,875 per person and includes air 
fare, hotel, breakfast, three dinners 
and transportation within France.  
For event specifi cs, visit www.
travelillume.com/trc/ecl or  contact 
Judi Wilkinson at (405) 627-9965 
or  j_wilkinson@cox.net.  Registra-
tion deadline is Dec. 1, 2013.

A Benefi t Concert
“Music Heals the Heart: A Benefi t 

Concert for the Father Roberto Quant 
Scholarship Fund” will take place at 
7 p.m. on Dec. 6 at Saint James the 
Greater Church in Oklahoma City. 
The scholarship fund assists students 
with the costs of attending Sacred 
Heart School, where Father Quant, 
who died May 6 of this year, was pas-
tor of the Church. Ticket prices is a 
suggested donation of $10. To obtain a 
ticket, call Principal Joana Camacho’s 
offi ce at (405) 634-5673.
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Calendar
NOVEMBER

24 St. Teresa’s Catholic Church, 
Harrah, annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner and Bazaar from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at 1576 N. Tim Holt Dr.  
Many handcrafted items will be 
featured at the bazaar.  Cost for the 
dinner is $7 for adults and $3 for 
children 10 and under.  Carryout 
orders will also be available. 

28 Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. An unfailing 
means of tapping the inexhaust-
ible mercy of God from the source 
of our salvation. No one who is 
devoted to the Wounds and Blood 
of Jesus can be lost. Thursday’s 9 
p.m. -12:30 a.m. St James Church 
4201 S. McKinley, Okc, Ok. Loan 
at (405) 420-2527 (Bilingual).

DECEMBER 
1 First Sunday of Advent

1 Mass and Blessing of New Tab-
ernacle - Good Shepherd Church, 

Marietta at 1:30 p.m.

1 The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at 
1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday of the 
month at St. Thomas More Church 
in Norman in the Library. All are 
welcome. If you would like to learn 
how Francis lived plan to attend 
one of our meetings. For more 
information call Alice at (405) 473-
7680.

1 Advent Lessons and Carols at 
5 p.m. at Our Lady’s Cathedral. In 
this service we listen to fi ve Scrip-
ture lessons. Each lesson is then 
followed by a music meditation and 
prayer. All are invited.

1 The Byzantine Divine Liturgy 
will be at St. Mark in Norman, at 
5:30 p.m.

3 Mount St Mary Principal’s 
Coffee at  9 a.m. Enjoy a cup of 
coffee in a small group setting as 

MSM Principal, Mrs. DeNegri tells 
you about Mount St. Mary Catholic 
High School.

4 Prayer Day for the Retired with 
Mary Diane Steltenkamp as the 
facilitator from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center.

5 Sung Vespers. Join us for an 
evening of prayer and music. The 
Parish Choir of St. Charles Borro-
meo, Warr Acres Christopher Gan-
za, Organist & Director of Music to 
perform at 7 p.m.

6 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m.  
For more information call the Offi ce 
of Family Life at (405) 721-8944.

6 “Music Heals the Heart: A 
Benefi t Concert for the Father 

Roberto Quant Scholarship 
Fund” 7 p.m. at St. James Church 
in Oklahoma City. Ticket prices is 
a suggested donation of $10. To 
obtain a ticket, call Principal Joana 
Camacho’s offi ce at (405) 634-
5673.

8 Second Sunday of Advent

8 Mount Curriculum Fair at 1 
p.m. in the Mount St. Mary au-
ditorium. This is a guided tour 
where families will learn about 
classes, athletics, clubs, and the 
admissions process. All MSM staff, 
coaches and teachers are on cam-
pus during this program. For more 
information, contact Diane Wilson 
at dwilson@mountstmary.org

8 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

Job Box
Librarian Opening 
Rosary School is looking for a 
librarian.  Please contact Karen 
Lynn at Rosary School, (405) 525-
9272, if you are interested.

French Language Teacher 
Rosary School is looking for a 
French Language teacher for 3 
year olds through Middle School. 
Contact Principal, Karen Lynn at 
(405) 525-9272.

Chemistry/Pre-AP Chemistry 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School has a full time teaching 
position open for the second se-

mester for a certifi ed high school 
Chemistry/Pre-AP Chemistry 
teacher.  Interested applicants 
may fax their résumé/certifi ca-
tion/letter of interest to Talita 
DeNegri at (405) 631-9209 or 
email tdenegri@mountstmary.org.

Director of Youth Ministry 
St. James the Greater Catholic 
Church, Oklahoma City, seeks a 
full -time Director of Youth Minis-
try to direct the youth activities for 
grades 7-12. The ideal candidate 
will be energetic, passionate about 
their Catholic faith and inspire a 
collaborative effort to engage youth 

from both public and parochial 
schools.  For full job description:  
www.stjames-catholic.org/Jobs.  
Apply online or send resume to 
Pastor at 4201 South McKinley, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73109.

Part-time cook 
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond is seeking a 
part-time Cook for our Timeout 
Ministry. “Timeout” offers a respite 
for caregivers and a special out-
ing for Senior Citizens within the 
community by offering a variety 
of activities, entertainment, lunch 
and communion prayer service 

every Wednesday.  Duties for the 
part-time cook position include 
meal planning and preparation 
for 70 people, purchasing of food/
supplies for the lunch meal, food 
handling and light clean-up.  If 
interested, contact Jennifer Dolf at 
340-0691 or jdolf@stjohn-catholic.

For a full calendar and 
up-to-datejobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...



Sooner CatholicNational16 November 24, 2013

Bishops send ‘special message’ reiterating objections to HHS mandate
BALTIMORE — In a “special 

message” released Nov. 13, the 
U.S. bishops reiterated their objec-
tions to the Affordable Care Act’s 
requirement that employee insur-
ance include contraceptive cover-
age and said they remain “united 
in our resolve to resist this heavy 
burden and protect our religious 
freedom.”

The message was released one 
day after the conclusion of the 
Nov. 11-12 public portion of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ fall general assembly in Bal-
timore. The bishops met in execu-
tive session Nov. 13.

A media release with the mes-
sage explained that USCCB reg-
ulations regarding statements 
and publications defi ne a “special 
message” as a statement, only 
issued at general meetings, that 
the general membership considers 
appropriate in view of the circum-
stances at the time. It was passed 
unanimously.

The message opened with a list-
ing of various matters the bishops 
had dealt with during their assem-
bly, including a response to the 
Philippine typhoon, some liturgical 
issues and an update on church 
assistance to Haiti.

“We stand together as pastors 
charged with proclaiming the Gos-
pel in its entirety,” it said. “That 
Gospel calls us to feed the poor, 

heal the sick and educate the 
young, and in doing so witness to 
our faith in its fullness.”

The Constitution and the law 
protect the church’s freedom to 
answer that call to serve through 
various apostolates, the state-
ment said. “Yet with its coercive 
HHS mandate, the government is 
refusing to uphold its obligation 
to respect the rights of religious 
believers.”

The mandate was issued by U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services as part of the health care 
law. It requires most religious and 
other employers to provide health 
insurance coverage for contra-
ceptives, sterilization and aborti-
facient drugs and devices even if 
the employer is morally opposed 
to such services. It includes an ex-
emption for some religious employ-
ers that fi t its criteria. The man-

date does not include a conscience 
clause for employers who object to 
such coverage on moral grounds.

There also is an accommodation 
for some employers to use a third 
party to pay for the objectionable 
coverage.

The bishops’ message recapped 
the battle between the USCCB and 
the federal government over the 
mandate. It reiterated points made 
in a 2012 statement issued by the 
USCCB Administrative Committee 
titled “United for Religious Free-
dom.”

The special message outlined 
three objections the bishops still 
have, including that it establishes 
what they called “a false archi-
tecture of religious liberty that 
excludes our ministries and so 
reduces freedom of religion to free-
dom of worship.”

It “compels our ministries” to 

provide coverage that “violates our 
deeply held beliefs,” and the bish-
ops said they also object to “our 
faithful people in business” being 
required “to act against our teach-
ings, failing to provide them any 
exemption at all.”

There are multiple lawsuits 
working their way through the 
courts that have been fi led on 
behalf of church entities, religious 
colleges and faith-based institu-
tions as well as for-profi t compa-
nies.

“Despite our repeated efforts to 
work and dialogue toward a solu-
tion, these problems remain,” the 
message said.

The bishops’ message observed 
that the deadline for implementing 
the HHS mandate is Jan. 1.

“Even as each bishop struggles 
to address the mandate, together 
we are striving to develop alterna-
tive avenues of response to this 
diffi cult situation,” it said. “We 
seek to answer the Gospel call to 
serve our neighbors, meet our ob-
ligation to provide our people with 
just health insurance, protect our 
religious freedom and not be co-
erced to violate our consciences.”

It said they would continue their 
efforts “in Congress and especially 
with the promising initiatives in 
the courts to protect the religious 
freedom that ensures our ability 
to fulfi ll the Gospel by serving the 
common good.”

By Catholic News Service 

NFP-only doctor: Women face serious side effects of 
hormonal contraception and “we brush it under the rug”

When Dr. Robert Lawler from the Arch-
diocese of Chicago was unable to speak 
at a recent mission at Saint Monica’s in 
Edmond, Okla., as planned, Dr. Martha 
Garza, an obstetrician-gynecologist and 
reproductive endocrinologist based in 
San Antonio, Tex., drove to Edmond to 
speak instead.

Led by Father Daniel McCaffrey of 
Natural Family Planning Outreach, the 
Nov. 17 to Nov. 18 mission highlighted 
Church teaching against artifi cial contra-
ception and touted natural family plan-
ning as a moral and effective method to 
plan a family.

After each of the weekend Masses, Dr. 
Garza spoke to the medical reasons to 
abandon artifi cial contraception.

“Women die all over the world because 
of the birth control pill, and we brush 
it under the rug,” Dr. Garza said to the 
Sooner Catholic. She cites additional side 
effects of hormonal contraceptives: Headaches, 
strokes, liver tumors, increased risk of breast 
cancer and possible abortifacient effects.

“The hormones in the pill are powerful; you 
cannot mess with nature like that without pay-
ing serious consequences,” she says. “If you’re 
not using natural family planning for spiritual 
reasons, maybe you’ll do it because you don’t 
want to pollute your body.”

Like Dr. Lawler, Dr. Garza is an NFP-only 
OBGYN. That is, she will not prescribe birth 
control or perform any sterilization or fertiliza-
tion procedures that are at odds with Church 
teaching.

She came to that decision gradually, howev-

er. When she fi rst began to practice, she joined 
a medical group made up of her two brothers 
and father in San Antonio, and, like them, she 
prescribed the pill. She also offered patients ac-
cess to in vitro fertilization and a menu of other 
non-sanctioned procedures.

After a trip to the Holy Land, she came home 
with a desire to practice medicine as Christ 
would.

“My fi rst realization was that Christ wouldn’t 
destroy His Father’s creations by tying women’s 
tubes, so I stopped doing that,” she said. 

As she learned more about why the Church 
opposes artifi cial contraception, she gradual-
ly transformed her practice to conform to the 
Church.

Her decisions caused a rift in her own 
family and she also saw about 40 to 50 
percent of her practice walk away from 
her – but “God is good,” she says, and, 
over time, her practice has grown to 
include more patients than it did previ-
ously.

Her patients have seen positive health 
outcomes.

“I had to learn my gynecology all over 
again,” she said. “When you give the 
same pill for 15 or 20 diagnoses, you 
know we don’t know what we’re talking 
about or we’re just masking the issue.”

Now, she actually treats underlying 
causes of issues instead of just symp-
toms.

That is also true in infertility cases, 
she said.

“The majority of people going through 
in vitro don’t have to go through in 
vitro, but they are desperate and doc-
tors capitalize on that,” she said. “It’s a 
very lucrative fi eld and it’s hard to walk 

away from as a doctor, but your salvation is on 
the line.”

To learn more about NFP, visit nfpoutreach.
org. To fi nd an NFP-only doctor near you, visit 
onemoresoul.com. 

Dr. Garza mentioned two area doctors by 
name: In the Oklahoma City area, Dr. Mary 
Martin practices obstetrics and gynecology, as 
well as treats infertility, using only natural fam-
ily planning, and, in the Lawton area, Dr. Jose 
Meza is a recent convert to Catholicism who 
is seeking to conform his practice to Church 
teaching.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communi-
cations for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic


