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Go Make Disciples

In December, two Marian feasts point toward Christmas

December is a month of miracles, culminat-
ing in the glorious birth of Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Along the way to Dec. 25 are 
two important Marian feasts:  the celebration 
of the miraculous appearance in Mexico City of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in 1531 and the feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, a dogma that 
was promulgated by Pope Pius IX in 1854 and 
confi rmed by Our Lady herself four years later 
when she miraculously appeared to Bernadette 
Soubirous at Lourdes, France, in 1858.

The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
defi nes Mary as being completely free from 
original sin from the moment of her concep-
tion, from the moment her soul was created 
and entered her body. 

The Church teaches that this “singular priv-
ilege and grace” was granted to her by God in 
view of the role she was to play as the mother 
of Christ.  Since original sin never entered her 
soul, she was preserved from all sin and be-
came, as the poet Coleridge names her, “our 
tainted nature’s solitary boast.”  

Our Lady had been praised as sinless 
throughout the centuries by the Fathers of the 
Church.  Saint Ambrose and Saint Augustine 
believed her to be most holy and free from 
sin, and, so, Pope Pius IX, on Dec. 8, 1854, 
pronounced the doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, now celebrated as a holy day of 
obligation in the United States on the eighth of 
December.

Three years later, in 1858, Our Lady mirac-
ulously appeared to Bernadette Soubirous at 
Lourdes, France.  Mary asked that a church 
be built on the site in her honor.  When Berna-
dette relayed this request to her parish priest, 
Dean Peyramale, he directed her to ask “The 
Lady,” as Bernadette called her, who she was.  
The Lady answered, “I am the Immaculate Con-
ception.”

A poor girl with little 
education, Soubirous 
was likely not familiar 
with the Church doc-
trine of the Immac-
ulate Conception.  
It is doubtful that 
she even under-
stood the words she 
carried back to her 
priest.  Thus, Our 
Lady confi rmed 
the Church 
teaching.

Another mirac-
ulous occurrence 
took place in 1531 
near what is today 
Mexico City.  A 
young Indian 
man, Juan Di-
ego, was visited 
by a beautiful 
young wom-
an who spoke 
to him in his 
native lan-
guage and, as 
at Lourdes, 
asked that 
a church be built on that site to honor her.  
Juan Diego believed her to be the Virgin Mary, 
and he relayed her request to the archbishop 
who asked for a sign to confi rm her identity.  
Our Lady instructed Juan Diego to gather the 
fl owers growing nearby, red roses blooming 
out of season on an otherwise barren hilltop, a 
fi rst miracle.  Juan Diego wrapped them in his 
cloak, or tilma, and took them to the archbish-
op.  When he opened his tilma, the roses fell to 
the fl oor, and on the cloak was a miraculously 
created image – the now well-known image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Scientists have stud-
ied the tilma, which today 
hangs in the Cathedral in 
Mexico City. How the im-
age was created cannot be 
determined.  Made of fi bers 
from the cactus plant, the 
cloak would normally last 
20 to 30 years.  Pilgrims 
today visit the Cathedral to 
view this image which has 
been miraculously preserved 
for nearly 500 years.

In Oklahoma City,  the 
Dec. 12 Feast of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe is celebrated 
in a big way at both Sacred 
Heart Church and Little 
Flower Church, both home 
to large Hispanic communi-
ties.  

At Sacred Heart, Arch-
bishop Coakley will be at a 
midnight Mass for the feast.

At Little Flower, according 
to pastor Father Jesus San-
cho, a novena was begun on 
Nov. 29, marked by a series 
of talks by Father Juan 
Angel Lopez, visiting here 

from Tegucigalpa, the capital city of Hondu-
ras.  Each day, parishioners bring roses to the 
church along with gifts of food for the poor.  
On the Feast itself, Las Mañanitas, a morn-
ing prayer that is sung, will be offered at 5:00 
a.m. The church “will be packed,” according to 
Father Sancho.  Mass will be celebrated at 5:30 
a.m.  Before and after Mass, Father explained, 
there will be “Matachines, special religious 
dancing performed only for her feast.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic and an adjunct professor of English at 
several area colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Secular commercialization of Christmas challenges 
Catholics to more intentionally observe Advent 

By the second week of December, Christmas decora-
tions, songs and sales have all become almost common-
place as Oklahomans begin Christmas preparations and 
celebrations.  For Catholics, these practices cause cer-
tain tensions as we, too, prepare for Christmas, but not 
always in the same way as the secular world during this 
season of Advent.

George Rigazzi, director of the archdiocesan Offi ce of 
Family Life, says, “ Advent should be a time of refl ection, 
a new beginning, a renewing of our relationship with God 
and fostering a sense of watching and waiting for the 
Lord.”

This spirit of refl ection and renewal of our relationship 
with Christ should be the central focus of Advent as we 
await the birth of Jesus.  This is often diffi cult when we 
are surrounded by early celebrations of Christmas—and 
focus on the consumer aspects of gift-giving.  Rigazzi 
says, “The reality is we are bombarded by the secular cul-
ture and maintaining the proper attitude during Advent 
can be challenging, especially when Christmas decora-
tions in stores are arriving in September, [with] crass 

commercialism.”  
Consumerism and gift-giving can cause internal friction 

for many Catholics, for the tradition of gift-giving during 
the Christmas season stems from sharing the spirit of                                                                                                               

                                                    continued on page 5 

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

For Director of New Evan-
gelization Carole Brown’s 
thoughts and refl ections 
on the connection be-
tween confession and the 
new evangelization, visit 
www.archokc.org.

To read Pope Francis’ ap-
ostolic exhortation “Evan-
gelii Gaudium,” click on 
the cover story about it on 
www.archokc.org.

A 17-section study 
guide to accompany Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley’s pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Dis-
ciples,” is available on the 
homepage of www.archokc.
org. Especially relevant for 
Advent!

If you still have not regis-
tered to receive the Sooner 
Catholic enewsletter, Cath-
olic schools enewsletter 
and other electronic list 
offerings and would like to 
receive them, please vis-
it www.fl ocknote.com/
archokc, register and then 
click “subscribe” to your 
chosen lists.

As you plan your end-of-
year gifts, we would be hon-
ored if you would consider 
using the “Online Giving” 
tab at www.archokc.org to 
support our many arch-
diocesan programs and 
services.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Dec. 8 – Confi rmation, 10 a.m., Saint Patrick Church, Anadarko (with Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Binger, 
and Saint Richard Church, Carnegie)
Dec. 12 – Mass for Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 12 midnight, Sacred Heart Church, Oklahoma City
Dec. 12 – School Mass and Cornerstone Day Celebration for Mount Saint Mary’s High School, 10:30 a.m., Sa-
cred Heart Church, Oklahoma City
Dec. 14 – Deacon Advisory Board Meeting, 9 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 17 – Preside at Holy Hour for Life, Marriage and Liberty, 4 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic 
Pastoral Center
Dec. 18 – Priests Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 19 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., Saints Peter and Paul School, Kingfi sher
Dec. 19 – Vocations Board Meeting, 3:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 20 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 22 – Mass, 10 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

In the simple beauty of its liturgy Advent is one 
of the richest seasons of the year.  The prayers and 
readings at Mass as well as the hymns and antiphons 
of the Liturgy of the Hours invite us to a quiet refl ec-
tion that heightens our sense of longing as we pre-
pare to welcome the King who comes to save us.  

Advent is also a season with memorable rituals and 
traditions for the home as well.  Lighting each candle 
of the Advent wreath may be the occasion to gather 
the family for a moment of prayer.   The child’s antic-
ipation and joy each day upon opening another door 
or window of an Advent calendar reminds us why the 
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who become like 
little children.

Precisely because the season of Advent is charac-
terized by quiet waiting and unhurried preparation, 
it is easily lost in the noise and frenzy of the commer-
cial “holiday season.”   “Black Friday” has now be-
come “Black Thursday!”  We don’t even wait until the 
Thanksgiving dishes are washed and put away before 
the shopping frenzy begins. The pressures of shop-
ping for bargains and that perfect gift, the rounds of 
parties, decorating and travel create a level of stress 
and busyness that is anything but refl ective.  No 
wonder so many people experience only exhaustion or 
letdown when Christmas fi nally arrives.  

It is a pitiful and telling symptom that so many 
Christmas trees are already stripped and littering the 
curb and landfi lls on the day after Christmas.  Was it 
only about the presents?  The “shopping season” may 
be over but the real feast of Christmas is just begin-
ning.   As Catholics we celebrate the octave day of 
Christmas on Jan. 1 by honoring the Mother of God 
and the Christmas season will reach its climax with 
the feast of the Epiphany.  The real Christmas season 
has been completely eliminated in our culture just 
as Advent has been replaced by a commercial substi-
tute.  What can we do?  We can let Advent be Advent.  
And let Christmas be Christmas.

For such a great feast as Christmas we need the 

weeks of Advent to pre-
pare ourselves proper-
ly.  We need the weeks 
of Advent to ponder and 
remember God’s age-old 
promises and to experi-
ence the longing of those 
patriarchs and prophets 
that still fi nds its echo in 
our own hearts today.  It 
is the longing which cries 
out, “Maranatha! Come 
Lord Jesus!”

The word Advent means “coming.”  During Advent 
we prepare to celebrate the Lord’s coming in history 
when he was born as a child in Bethlehem.  We also 
prepare for his coming again in glory when he will 
judge the nations and turn over the Kingdom to his 
heavenly Father.  But there is also the Lord’s hidden 
coming to us in the mystery of his grace each day.  

Christmas is not just a nostalgic remembering of 
an event that occurred in a faraway place a long time 
ago.  Neither do we prepare for the birth of Christ 
by pretending that he has not yet been born.   By 
remembering and pondering the mysteries leading 
up to and surrounding the birth of Jesus, the Spirit 
opens our hearts to experience His coming as some-
thing new for us!  Jesus Christ was born to bring 
salvation into our own world, and to bring joy and 
hope to our hearts today!  He comes to renew a world 
grown old in sin and to make all things new.  The 
grace of Advent invites us to experience his coming 
with new hearts, as if, perhaps, for the fi rst time.  The 
Lord comes to us in this hidden way through his holy 
Word.  He comes especially through the celebration of 
the Sacraments by which he communicates his gift of 
salvation to each of us.  

Advent reminds us that there is much more going 
on here than getting and spending.  There is real rea-
son for rejoicing.  God is with us.  Today!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

On Advent
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In document, pope lays out his vision for an evangelical church

VATICAN CITY  — In his fi rst extensive piece 
of writing as pope, Pope Francis lays out a 
vision of the Catholic Church dedicated to 
evangelization in a positive key, with a focus on 
society’s poorest and most vulnerable, includ-
ing the aged and the unborn.

“Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gos-
pel”), released by the Vatican Nov. 26, is an 
apostolic exhortation, one of the most author-
itative categories of papal document. (Pope 
Francis’ fi rst encyclical, “Lumen Fidei,” pub-
lished in July, was mostly the work of his pre-
decessor, Pope Benedict XVI.)

The pope wrote the new document in re-
sponse to the October 2012 Synod of Bishops 
on the new evangelization, but declined to work 
from a draft provided by synod offi cials.

Pope Francis’ voice is unmistakable in the 
50,000-word document’s relatively relaxed style 
— he writes that an “evangelizer must never 
look like someone who has just come back 
from a funeral!” — and its emphasis on some 
of his signature themes, including the dangers 
of economic globalization and “spiritual world-
liness.”

The church’s message “has to concentrate on 
the essentials, on what is most beautiful, most 
grand, most appealing and at the same time 
most necessary,” he writes. “In this basic core, 
what shines forth is the beauty of the saving 
love of God made manifest in Jesus Christ who 
died and rose from the dead.”

Inspired by Jesus’ poverty and concern for 
the dispossessed during his earthly ministry, 
Pope Francis calls for a “church which is poor 
and for the poor.”

The poor “have much to teach us,” he writes. 
“We are called to fi nd Christ in them, to lend 
our voices to their causes, but also to be their 
friends, to listen to them, to speak for them 
and to embrace the mysterious wisdom which 
God wishes to share with us through them.”

Charity is more than mere handouts, “it 
means working to eliminate the structural 
causes of poverty and to promote the integral 
development of the poor,” the pope writes. 
“This means education, access to health care, 
and above all employment, for it is through free 
creative, participatory and mutually supportive 
labor that human beings express and enhance 
the dignity of their lives.”

Yet he adds that the “worst discrimination 

which the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual 
care. ... They need God and we must not fail 
to offer them his friendship, his blessing, his 
word, the celebration of the sacraments and a 
journey of growth and maturity in the faith.”

Pope Francis reiterates his earlier criticisms 
of “ideologies that defend the absolute auton-
omy of the marketplace and fi nancial specula-
tion,” which he blames for the current fi nancial 
crisis and attributes to an “idolatry of money.”

He emphasizes that the church’s concern for 
the vulnerable extends to “unborn children, 
the most defenseless and innocent among us,” 
whose defense is “closely linked to the defense 
of each and every other human right.”

“A human being is always sacred and invi-
olable, in any situation and at every stage of 
development,” the pope writes, in his strongest 
statement to date on the subject of abortion. 
“Once this conviction disappears, so do solid 
and lasting foundations for the defense of hu-
man rights, which would always be subject to 
the passing whims of the powers that be.”

The pope writes that evangelization entails 
peacemaking, among other ways through 
ecumenical and interreligious dialogue. He 
“humbly” calls on Muslim majority countries 
to grant religious freedom to Christians, and 
enjoins Catholics to “avoid hateful general-
izations” based on “disconcerting episodes 

of violent fundamentalism,” since “authentic 
Islam and the proper reading of the Quran are 
opposed to every form of violence.”

Pope Francis characteristically directs some 
of his strongest criticism at his fellow clergy, 
among other reasons, for what he describes as 
largely inadequate preaching.

The faithful and “their ordained ministers 
suffer because of homilies,” he writes: “the laity 
from having to listen to them and the clergy 
from having to preach them!”

The pope devotes several pages to sugges-
tions for better homilies, based on careful 
study of the Scriptures and respect for the 
principle of brevity.

Pope Francis reaffi rms church teaching that 
only men can be priests, but notes that their 
“sacramental power” must not be “too closely 
identifi ed with power in general,” nor “under-
stood as domination”; and he allows for the 
“possible role of women in decision-making in 
different areas of the church’s life.”

As he has done in a number of his homilies 
and public statements, the pope stresses the 
importance of mercy, particularly with regard 
to the church’s moral teaching. While lament-
ing “moral relativism” that paints the church’s 
teaching on sexuality as unjustly discrimina-
tory, he also warns against overemphasizing 
certain teachings out of the context of more 
essential Christian truths. 

In words very close to those he used in an 
oft-quoted interview with a Jesuit journalist in 
August, Pope Francis writes that “pastoral min-
istry in a missionary style is not obsessed with 
the disjointed transmission of a multitude of 
doctrines to be insistently imposed,” lest they 
distract from the Gospel’s primary invitation to 
“respond to the God of love who saves us.”

Returning to a theme of earlier statements, 
the pope also warns against “spiritual world-
liness, which hides behind the appearance of 
piety and even love for the church, (but) con-
sists in seeking not the Lord’s glory but human 
glory and personal well-being,” either through 
embrace of a “purely subjective faith” or a 
“narcissistic and authoritarian elitism” that 
overemphasizes certain rules or a “particular 
Catholic style from the past.”

Despite his censures and warnings, the pope 
ends on a hopeful note true to his well-attest-
ed devotion to Mary, whom he invokes as the 
mother of evangelization and “wellspring of 
happiness for God’s little ones.”

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis addresses the crowd during his general au-
dience in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Nov. 13. (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring)

Pope frames vision for church outreach at every level

VATICAN CITY — Here are a few 
of the main features of Pope Fran-
cis’ apostolic exhortation, “Evan-
gelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the 
Gospel”), which was released Nov. 
26 at the Vatican:

— With a mix of conversational 
style and formal papal magisterial 
language, Pope Francis sets forth a 
vision for giving the entire church, 
at every level, a missionary thrust; 
he anticipates some objections and 
confusion, but asks everyone to 
give it a try.

— He calls for renewal and re-
thinking the way every person and 
every institution — from the pope 
and the Roman Curia down to the 
parish and its parishioners — live 
their faith and focus their energies.

— The pope recognizes the 
church must be realistic about 

the challenges individuals and the 
world pose to belief today, but — 
as a Jesuit — he encourages an 
Ignatian reading of the situation, 
looking for the people, places and 
trends where God is present. The 
practice should lead to greater 
consolation, joy and courage in 
sharing the Gospel.

— Pope Francis sees the Chris-
tian life as being based on know-
ing and experiencing God’s love, 
mercy and salvation offered to all 
through the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. Evangeliza-
tion programs and catechesis must 
be designed to help people return 
to that basic knowledge and expe-
rience and help them understand 
church teaching in light of God 
having revealed himself as loving 
and merciful.

— He apologetically spends 
a long section of the document 
talking about the importance of 

homilies as the one opportunity 
each week most priests have to en-
courage Catholics to live the faith. 
He provides detailed suggestions 
on reading the biblical texts for 
the Mass, writing the homily and 
delivering it.

— The pope recognizes that some 
church teachings and positions 
on modern issues are confusing to 
many people, especially outside the 
church. He affi rms church teach-
ing that women cannot be priests 
since Jesus chose only men as his 
apostles, but he also says women 
must be involved more in church 
decision making. He also insists 
that the defense of the life of the 
unborn fl ows from the conviction 
that every life is sacred, and is a 
position that will not change.

— Pope Francis says that the 
heart of the Christian moral mes-
sage is love for one another, which 
must motivate Christians to share 

the Gospel, help the poor and work 
for social justice. 

— He warns of “spiritual worldli-
ness” which leads apparently good 
Catholics to be concerned almost 
exclusively with power or appear-
ances or judging others rather 
than recognizing their own sin and 
reaching out to others with the 
same mercy God offers them.

— The pope highlights Mary not 
only as a model of faith and fi del-
ity, but as a strong woman and 
mother who shared many of the 
joys and sorrows facing people 
today and, therefore, understands 
the challenges they face.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

To read “Evangelii Gaudium” 
(“The Joy of the Gospel”) go to 
www.vatican.va an click on the 
link under FOCUS on the left 
side of the page.
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Let us now praise famous men
In his 2008 book, “The Faithful: A History of Cath-

olics in America”, Boston College historian James M. 
O’Toole did a fi ne job of fl eshing out the conventional 
U.S. Catholic storyline by emphasizing the role prom-
inent lay men and women played in the Catholic ex-
perience in these United States. Yet there seemed to 
be something of a political fi lter at work in O’Toole’s 
perceptions, such that only the lamentable Joseph 
R. McCarthy got a mention among post-World War II 
Catholic Republicans notable in American public life.

Or to illustrate the point another way: the index to 
The Faithful lacks the following entries: Buckley, Wil-
liam F. Jr.; Clark, William P. Jr.; Flanigan, Peter M.; 
Haig, Alexander M. Jr.; Hyde, Henry J. This seems, 
not only odd, but not right (no pun intended).

Bill Buckley (+2008) ranks with Orestes Brownson 
as one of the most important lay Catholic intellec-
tuals and publicists in American history. Bill Clark, 
who died in August, was one of Ronald Reagan’s clos-
est confi dants, national security adviser during the 
martial law period in Poland, and a key link in the 
conversation between Reagan and Pope John Paul II. 
Al Haig (+2010) helped hold the government together 
during the Watergate meltdown. Henry Hyde (+2007) 
was arguably the most infl uential Catholic legislator 
in the history of the U.S. House of Representatives.  

And then there was Peter Magnus Flanigan, of 
whom the public knew far less than it did of these 
other giants. Yet Flanigan was an integral part of that 
group of Catholic World War II veterans who re-cast 
American conservatism, helped effect one of the great 
political realignments in American history, and made 
the Republican Party a more comfortable (if not nec-
essarily permanent) home for Catholics. 

It says something about the character of my friend 
Peter Flanigan that, when his children wanted to 
throw him a 90th birthday party this past June, Pe-
ter insisted that it be a “celebration of ideas,” not of 
him. So we gathered in Newport, R.I., to honor Peter 
by thinking with him about the state of the culture 
and the country. Roger Kimball of the New Criterion 
and I may have thought that we had gotten the pro-
ceedings off to a great start by exploring the cultur-

al lava-fl ows beneath the surface of 
today’s politics. But when Princeton’s 
Robby George, who couldn’t be with 
us in person because of illness, never-
theless joined the party by Skype and 
played Peter two tunes on his banjo, 
Kimball and I knew we had been well 
and truly bested.

It was a marvelous evening, made 
all the more poignant retrospectively 
by Peter’s sudden death seven and a 
half weeks later. The obituaries not-
ed his wartime service as an F-4 Wildcat pilot, his 
government work, and his business career as man-
aging director of Dillon Read. But it was a Wall Street 
Journal editorial that best captured Peter Flanigan 
the man, the Catholic, and the citizen:

“Through the bright autumn of his years, Flanigan 
turned to education philanthropy. His unstinting 
focus was on giving poor kids better school options. 
He sat on the board of the Alliance for School Choice 
and founded Student Sponsor Partners, a privately 
funded school-voucher program … Peter Flanigan 
used his political skills and personal fortune to put 
in motion a small movement that has since grown 
into an army of benefactors working across the U.S. 
to give the country’s poorest kids an educational 
break.”

Peter once said that his goal for the children he 
served by his philanthropy was “educational free-
dom.” That vision, and the generosity that brought 
the vision to life, was shaped by Peter’s deep Catho-
lic faith, his confi dence in Catholic schools, and his 
appreciation of Catholic social doctrine—especially 
the principle of subsidiarity, with its cautions against 
turning citizens into wards of the state. Having been 
given much, he gave much in turn. 

And although Peter Flanigan will be sorely missed, 
his memory will be blessed, especially by the kids he 
gave a chance.

George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver 
Catholic Register, the offi cial newspaper of the Archdi-
ocese of Denver. Phone: (303) 715-3215.

By George 
Weigel

New Media for New Evangelization
Facebook. Twitter. Myspace. Instagram. YouTube. 

Blogs.
The information superhighway—the Internet—is 

enough to make your head spin.  It’s a dangerous 
and wonderful place.

Just off the highway is a virtual “town square” 
called the Catholic blogosphere, and it has provided 
the Catholic world a place to meet, share ideas, de-
bate and learn.  

In May of 2011, I had the opportunity to participate 
in the fi rst (and so far, only) Vatican blog-meet in 
Rome.  

There were about 200 bloggers gathered there from 
around the world, including famous bloggers like 
Rocco Palmo (Whispers in the Loggia), Thomas Peters 
(American Papist), Elizabeth Scalia (The Anchoress)—
and lil ole me!  

More than one participant observed that the Cath-
olic blogosphere has generated a fascinating new 
platform for conversation.  

Indeed, for the fi rst time, the possibility exists for 
a two-way conversation between the Vatican and the 
people.  

The accessibility of the Catholic blogosphere allows 
the Holy See to listen to bloggers, and gain insight 
into how Catholics at the grassroots level are grap-
pling with the issues and concerns of the day.

For all the various pitfalls of the Internet (and who 
among us hasn’t wasted some hours meandering 
through a few rabbit holes?), social networking is an 
incredible platform for dialogue on the issues we care 
about.  

One online forum in which I am engaged is about 
the New Evangelization.  A little more than a thou-
sand people are involved there in a vigorous discus-
sion of the challenge of conversion and disciple-mak-
ing in the Catholic Church.  

People meet there to share ideas, 
strategize, ask for insight, and post ar-
ticles and resources that they’ve found 
helpful.  

When the Holy Father’s recent ap-
ostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 
(“The Joy of the Gospel”) came out last 
week, several people were posting “live” 
the parts that struck them as they 
read, and a great conversation ensued 
with people all over the country partici-
pating at once.  

Since Archbishop Paul Coakley has set before us 
the call to “Go Make Disciples,” the New Evangeliza-
tion has become a key pastoral priority in the archdi-
ocese, as it has for the church universal. Yet, many 
are still wondering what exactly the New Evangeliza-
tion means.  I have created a space online where we 
can start engaging in “the big conversation” here in 
the archdiocese—a little blog entitled “Into the Deep” 
(http://newevangelizationokc.blogspot.com/). 

The blog title is inspired by Archbishop Coakley’s 
episcopal motto, “Duc in Altum.” The challenge of the 
New Evangelization could cause us to feel that we are 
“in over our heads.”  But that’s good.  We are meant 
to entrust ourselves to the Lord’s promise that a great 
catch awaits.  And it helps if we talk about it.  I will 
be posting articles, ideas and other thought-provok-
ing materials by people on the ground, all of whom 
are attempting to create conditions in their own par-
ishes and ministries that favor personal conversion 
to Jesus Christ as Lord in the life of every baptized 
person entrusted to them.  I invite you to join the 
conversation.

Carole Brown, Ph.D., is the director of the archdioce-
san Offi ce of New Evangelization.

By Carole 
Brown, Ph.D.

Sooner Catholic December 8, 2013  5National

Contiuned from page 1
tude, but it can quickly become 

the focus, overshadowing even the 
gift-receipt.  In a Mass at the end 
of Sept., Pope Francis emphasized 
the importance of keeping Christ 
at the center.  The human person 
is “made in the image and like-
ness of God, not in the image and 
likeness of material objects, not in 
that of idols,” he said.

Similarly, it can be diffi cult to 
joyfully prepare for Christmas 
while waiting to truly celebrate 
until the 12 days of Christmas, 
which begin on Christmas day 
and end with the coming of the 
Magi on Jan. 6.  Practically, this 
raises questions such as when to 
decorate for Christmas, especially 

with the Christmas tree. Tradi-
tionally, many European Catholics 
waited until Christmas Eve to put 
up and decorate their Christmas 
tree.  Archbishop Coakley follows 
in this tradition with Christmas 
decorations at the Pastoral Center. 
In more recent times, many Cath-
olics wait until the third Sunday of 
Advent, Gaudete Sunday, for the 
Christmas tree and ornaments.  

As Rigazzi says, however, it is up 
to the family. “It is suggested that 
they be put up ‘near Christmas.’ 
How near is ‘near’?  This is at the 
discretion, of course, of the family. 
Suffi ce it to say, mid-November is 
a bit much! My family has waited 
until at least after the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception on Dec. 

8 to decorate.  As a child it was 
around Dec. 17 that the tree was 
cut and decorated as we prayed 
the ‘O Antiphons’ from that date 
through the 23rd of December.”

Praying the ‘O Antiphons,’ an an-
cient series of antiphons specifi cal-
ly for Advent and said before the 
Magnifi cat in the church’s Evening 
Prayer, is one way for families to 
stay focused on preparing for the 
coming of Christ.  

Rigazzi lists other helpful prac-
tices, “The Church speaks of the 
use of the Advent wreath as a way 
to focus and can be very helpful in 
the family.  Most parishes sup-
ply prayer books to accompany 
the season and the lighting of the 
wreath is a beautiful method for 

gathering the family for prayer.  
Since penance is an element of the 
season, receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation is the perfect inter-
nal preparation.”

Whether we put up our Christ-
mas trees at the beginning or end 
of Advent, the most important 
point is to spend our time in ways 
that best allow us to welcome 
Christ into our hearts and homes.  

“While the season of Advent 
tends to be fi lled with parties and 
Christmas music,” Rigazzi says, 
“we should consider what can be 
done to enrich our soul around the 
nativity of Our Lord.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 
is a freelance writer and math tutor 
living in Oklahoma City.

Intentionally observe Advent 

High court to hear two cases on HHS mandate and for-profi t employers
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. 

Supreme Court agreed Nov. 26 to 
take up two cases that challenge 
provisions of the Affordable Care 
Act requiring employers to provide 
contraceptive coverage on behalf of 
for-profi t companies whose owners 
object to the mandate for religious 
reasons.

Probably in March, the court will 
take up the cases of Hobby Lobby, 
an Oklahoma-based, family-run 
arts-and-crafts chain, and Cones-
toga Wood Specialties, a Pennsylva-
nia family-run company that makes 
cabinets.

The cases will be combined for 
the arguments. A decision is likely 
by late June.

At issue in both cases will be 
First Amendment arguments that a 
federal requirement that the owners 
of the companies provide insur-
ance coverage they morally oppose 
violates the owners’ Free Exercise 
rights as well as their rights under 
a 1993 law, the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act.

Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Ad 
Hoc Committee for Religious Lib-
erty, was pleased with the court’s 
decision to take up the cases.

In a Nov. 26 statement he said 
the review “highlights the impor-
tance of this confl ict between the 
federal government and people 
seeking to practice their faith in 
daily life.”

“We pray that the Supreme Court 
will fi nd that the Constitution and 
the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act protect everyone’s right to reli-
gious freedom. We are encouraged 
by the advances in the lower federal 
courts so far in cases involving 
family-owned companies as well as 
nonprofi t religious organizations.”

In Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby 
Stores, the Green family won a 
ruling by the 10th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals that said their 
Hobby Lobby chain of more than 
500 stores and Mardel, a chain 
of 35 Christian bookstores, could 
proceed with seeking an injunc-
tion protecting the companies from 
meeting parts of the contraceptive 
mandate issued by the Department 
of Health and Human Services as 

part of the health care law.
Both the Justice Department 

and the Greens asked the Supreme 
Court to review the case.

The government requires most 
employers’ health plans to include 
free coverage of contraceptives, 
sterilizations and some abortion-in-
ducing drugs.

The Greens say they object to 
that part of the Affordable Care 
Act’s employer mandate requiring 
they provide emergency contra-
ceptive coverage — such as the 
morning-after pill or Plan B — say-
ing that violates their religious 
freedom. The family has no moral 
objection to covering “preventive 
contraceptives” and will continue 
to cover those for employees, they 
have said.

The court agreeing to hear their 
case is “a major step for the Greens 
and their family businesses in 
an important fi ght for Americans’ 
religious liberty,” said Kyle Duncan, 
general counsel of the Becket Fund 
for Religious Liberty and lead law-
yer for Hobby Lobby.

“We are hopeful that the Supreme 
Court will clarify once and for all 
that religious freedom in our coun-
try should be protected for family 
business owners like the Greens,” 
he said in a statement.

In a statement on the Hobby Lob-
by case issued by the press secre-
tary’s offi ce, the White House said 
it doesn’t comment on specifi cs of 

any case pending before the high 
court, but “as a general matter” it 
said the HHS mandate is designed 
to “ensure that health care deci-
sions are made between a woman 
and her doctor.”

President Barack Obama “be-
lieves that no one, including the 
government or for-profi t corpo-
rations, should be able to dictate 
those decisions to women, it said. 
The administration said it has al-
ready taken steps to “to ensure no 
church or similar religious institu-
tion” is forced to provide contracep-
tion coverage and allow women, not 
“corporate CEOS,” to make their 
own health decisions.

The second case, Conestoga 
Wood Specialties v. Sebelius, is 
an appeal by the Hahn family, the 
Mennonite owners, of a 3rd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruling 
that they had to comply with the 
contraceptive coverage require-
ment. The circuit court ruled that 
as a for-profi t, secular corporation, 
Conestoga Wood and its owners are 
not protected by the Free Exercise 
clause of the First Amendment.

In its petition for the Supreme 
Court to review its case, Conestoga 
Wood argued that the 3rd Circuit’s 
decision confl icts with rulings by 
other circuit courts that recognized 
religious rights of for-profi t corpo-
rations.

The 1993 law, known as RFRA, 
says that the government “shall 

not substantially burden a per-
son’s exercise of religion” unless 
that burden is the least restrictive 
means to further a compelling gov-
ernmental interest.” The legal ques-
tion raised in the case is whether 
RFRA protects a for-profi t company 
from having to provide a benefi t to 
which employees are entitled under 
federal law but to which the owners 
have religious objections.

The companies also raised the 
Free Exercise clause as a defense in 
arguing the mandate infringes on 
the employers’ right to be free from 
government interference with their 
religious beliefs. The argument 
cites the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
Citizens United that found a corpo-
rate free speech right to participate 
in the political process through 
campaign contributions.

The HHS mandate includes 
an exemption for some religious 
employers that fi t its criteria and 
has an accommodation for others 
allowing some employers to use a 
third-party to provide the contra-
ceptive coverage they fi nd objec-
tionable, but Catholic entities that 
have brought the lawsuits say the 
accommodation still does not solve 
their problem over being involved 
in providing coverage they reject for 
moral reasons.

The mandate does not include 
a conscience clause for employers 
who object to such coverage on 
moral grounds.

Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, pictured second from left, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Re-
ligious Liberty, joins other religious leaders at a news conference regarding the Health and Human Services contraceptive 
mandate July 2, 2013. The diverse group of religious leaders urged the U.S. government to “expand conscience protections” 
in the mandate that requires almost all employers to provide coverage of contraceptives, sterilization and some abortion-in-
ducing drugs free of charge. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn) 

Catholic News Service 
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 14th part in a 24-
part series to introduce the 
seminarians of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City to the peo-
ple they will one day serve as 
priests.

Vuong (Vic) Luong

1. What is your home parish? 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

2. What seminary do you attend? 
Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theol-

ogy

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be or-
dained a priest? 

2018

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought 
that God might be calling you to the priest-
hood?

I think when I was 30 or 31.

5. What is the most important thing you 
have learned in the seminary so far?  

The most important things I have learned are 
praying and working in God, as well as faith 
in Him. With faith in Him, I pray every day. 
Although praying is very necessary in the sem-
inary and brings me closer to Him, it is not suf-
fi cient to express that I am willing to devote my 
life to serve God. To me, to serve God means to 
serve our brothers and sisters in God. There-
fore, I need to work every day. There is no 
doubt that praying combined with working is 
necessary and suffi cient to demonstrate that I 
am ready for the assigned ministries to serve 
God unconditionally. Additionally, I am able 
to bring God to people around me through my 
good work—serving my brothers and sisters. 
In other words, people around me really don’t 
know who God is, and nobody knows who 
God is according to Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
but people around me will know who God is 
through His effects; that is, my good work and 
prayer.

6. Who is your favorite saint? 
Saint Joseph.

7. Name one thing that every Catholic needs 
to know.

Every Catholic needs to keep faith or belief in 
God.

8. Describe your relationship with Christ.
I think my relationship with Christ has gotten 

better than it was so far. The studying in the 
seminary gives me a good chance to strength-
en my faith in God and in Christ. My faith in 
Christ is to demonstrate by my obedience to 
what Jesus has taught. Furthermore, I not only 
obey His commandments, but also obey rules 
and regulations of my school where I am being 
educated to become an apostle of Christ in the 
future. To me, to have a good relationship with 
Christ, I have to obey Him by listening to Him 
in an active way. Listening actively to Him 
means: living under His teaching and bringing 
His love and forgiveness to my brothers and 
sisters.

Advent and the new evangelization 
converge in the confessional

A little more than a year ago, in November 
2012, the U.S. bishops issued an invitation to 
all Catholics to return to regular celebration of 
the sacrament of confession.

“In the Sacrament of Penance and Reconcili-
ation, also called confession, we meet the Lord, 
who wants to grant forgiveness and the grace 
to live a renewed life in him,” the bishops 
wrote then. “In this sacrament, he prepares 
us to receive him free from serious sin, with a 
lively faith, earnest hope, and sacrifi cial love in 
the Eucharist.”

The bishops acknowledged the trepidation 
that often waylays Catholics on the way to the 
confessional.

“We bishops and priests are eager to help 
you if you experience diffi culty, hesitation or 
uncertainty about approaching the Lord in 
this sacrament,” they wrote. “If you have not 
received this healing sacrament in a long time, 
we are ready to welcome you.”

After all, the bishops admitted, they them-
selves must confess, as well.

A year after the bishops’ invitation, anecdot-
al evidence suggests the line to the confession-
al is still lamentably short, as many Catholics 
continue to shy away from this particular 
sacrament.

The evidence of sin and evil surrounds us, 
but, too often, we fail to connect the dots. 

In various resources available at usccb.org, 
the bishops urge us to consider the suffering 
of those who have been offended by sin – the 
suffering of the wife whose husband cheats, 
the suffering of the laborer who has been 
deprived of his wages, the suffering of the 
old and infi rm who are considered useless, 
the suffering of the teenager who overhears 
gossip about himself, the silent suffering of 
the unborn child who wriggles to escape the 
abortionist’s instrument. How much injus-
tice might be avoided if each individual had a 
well-developed conscience that convicted him 
of his own faults?

Consider, too, the suffering we infl ict on 
ourselves by our own sins – the suffering of 
the alcoholic imprisoned by his addiction, 
the suffering of the young person seduced by 
hedonism and trapped in the endless pursuit 
of entertainment, the suffering of the young 
mother after she aborts her child, the suffering 

of the man who succumbs to sloth, to glut-
tony, to envy.

Consider fi nally the suffering of Christ upon 
the cross. If not for our sins, why did He 
suffer? Such considerations lead to the ines-
capable conclusion: We are all sinners in need 
of a Savior, in need of mercy – and confession 
is the place we experience that mercy in real 
time. 

Perhaps the theme of repentance is not so 
closely linked to Advent as it is to Lent, but, if 
Advent is a time of preparation for the com-
ing of Christ, it is particularly appropriate to 
return to confession during this season.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI tells us, “The 
New Evangelization … begins in the confes-
sional!” In other words, we cannot extend the 
mercy and love of Christ to others until we 
have experienced it ourselves. Those who have 
experienced it, though, know that confession 
– “making up” with the Lord – is as sweetly lib-
erating as reconciliation with a family member.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, each 
parish offers confession at designated times or 
by appointment with a priest. Visit your parish 
website to learn when confession is offered or, 
to make an appointment with a confessor near 
you, visit www.archokc.org, “Directory,” and 
then “Parishes” or “Priests.” 

For a helpful refresher on “How to Go to 
Confession,” visit http://www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/sacraments/penance/
sacrament-of-penance-resources-for-individu-
als.cfm.

Penitents wait in line to receive the sacrament of 
reconciliation. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

Obituary
Sister Mary dePorres Loughlin, Sister of 

Mercy, died suddenly on Nov. 7, 2013, at 
Mercy Health Center.  Sister was 84 years 
old.  She was born to Henry Anthony Lough-
lin and Louvie Jane Hart Loughlin of Oklaho-
ma City, Okla. Sister had expressed that she 
felt privileged to have a Catholic education 
from fi rst grade through college. She was 
educated by the Sisters of Mercy at Mount 
Saint Mary High School, Oklahoma City, 
where she found the challenge of learning 
to be exciting and joyful. Sister entered the 
Sisters of Mercy, Webster Groves, Mo., on 
Sept. 8, 1948, and made her fi rst profession 
of vows on March 12, 1951.  She received 
further education and earned degrees from 
Saint Mary’s College, Kan., and the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame, Ind. 

Her joy-fi lled sprit touched the lives of 
many children, families and parents through-
out her life.  Her ministry was serving as an 
educator in missions of Arkansas, Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas.  Other ministries in-
cluded Adult Religious Education, Stephen’s 
Ministry, and volunteer work at Mount Saint 
Mary High School and Mexican American 
Catholic College.  

Sister was a person who lived a spirit of ac-

cepting everyone she met.  She 
used her gifts generously and 
lovingly as animated by her 
Foundress, Catherine McAuley, 
who always  balanced joy, sor-
rows, trials and a timely sense 
of humor. 

Sister was preceded in death 
by her parents, her brother, 
Patrick Henry Loughlin and 
sister-in-law, Glenetta Jo, 
and two infant siblings.

Her survivors include:  beloved cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and their children, Mercy 
physicians, co-workers/caretakers, Mercy 
Associates and Religious Sisters of Mercy.

Mass of Christian burial took place on 
Monday, Nov. 11, 2013, followed by intern-
ment at Resurrection Memorial Cemetery, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Celebrants for Sister’s Mass included: 
Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen; Fathers John 
Baptist Sseruwu, Odemary Kisaka, Richard 
Kirkham, Marvin Leven, William Ross, James 
Wilcox; Deacon Paul Lewis; and also in atten-
dance was former Mount Saint Mary student 
Dominic Ramirez.

Sister Mary 
dePorres Loughlin

By The Sooner Catholic Staff
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During Advent, author of new study guide suggests, “help people to meet Jesus”

OKLAHOMA CITY (Nov. 29, 2013) — In Oc-
tober, Archbishop Paul Coakley released his 
pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples,” which 
articulated a new vision as to how the faithful 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City could live 
and proclaim the Catholic faith. 

The Offi ce of New Evangelization has re-
leased an accompanying study guide written by 
the director of new evangelization, Dr. Carole 
Brown. The study guide is available for down-
load on the homepage of www.archokc.org.

“Archbishop Coakley asked me to develop a 
tool that would help the people of the archdi-
ocese to engage with the ideas he set forth in 
his pastoral letter ‘Go Make Disciples,’” said 
Brown. “When I read the pastoral letter myself, 
I realized that a number of the ideas he set 
forth were extremely rich, and could benefi t 
from some unpacking.”

The study guide provides commentary on 17 
“key themes” in the pastoral letter. In addition, 
the study guide includes excerpts of important 
documents from the popes writing after Vat-
ican II. There are also “a series of refl ection/
discussion questions to help the reader to 
engage with the material and to refl ect on how 
it impacts their own life in Christ, here in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City” said Brown.

Brown had an important recommendation for 
anyone who wants to use the study guide.

“The fi rst thing is to read the pastoral letter 
all the way through at least once.  Underline 
the parts that speak to you, and put a ques-

tion mark by the parts that you would like to 
understand better.”

People of different personalities and learning 
styles will want to approach the study guide in 
a variety of ways, but Brown suggested a few 
methods. All of them involve prayerful refl ec-
tion on Archbishop Coakley’s message.

“Individuals can take 15-20 minutes a day 

and take one of the themes to pray on each day 
till you are through it…  Maybe even write a 
little prayer journal, where you write out your 
answers to the questions.  Or, a husband and 
wife could use the questions as the basis for a 
spiritual conversation together.”

“Alternatively, the guide can also be used by 
pastoral councils, or parish study groups, or 
even just a small group of friends who wants to 
have some thoughtful refl ection on the pastoral 
letter.  In the back of the study guide, there is 
a format for use in groups,” said Brown.

With a release on the fi rst Sunday of Advent, 
readers are encouraged to use the study guide 
to examine the ways they can “go make disci-
ples” during this liturgical season.

“In the New Evangelization, we have a chance 
to help people to meet Jesus, and to have a re-
lationship with him,” said Brown.  “People who 
don’t know Jesus often experience a longing, 
a loneliness, an emptiness, a sense that there 
should be more to life than this.  They feel 
like something is missing.  Many of them have 
been waiting a long time!  In a way, that expe-
rience is kind of like the experience of Advent: 
longing, waiting, wondering, searching.  When 
they meet Jesus, they fi nd what they’ve been 
looking for.  When we participate in the New 
Evangelization, we help people to fi nd what 
they are looking for.  We help them to come to 
know Jesus—and it’s like Christmas.  The wait 
is over—the biggest gift of all is given.”

Catholics Returning Home:  Just Say “Yes”     
Many of us know someone who 

has “fallen away from the Church” 
– a friend or a neighbor, perhaps, 
or a sister, a brother or some other 
family member. We wonder how to 
invite him to return; we fret that 
any overture might further alien-
ate her from the Church. The good 
news is that coming back to the 
Church is actually quite simple.

A number of area churches 
sponsor a program called “Catho-
lics Returning Home.” 

John Peoples of Saint Charles 
Borromeo parish in Oklahoma City 
explained the program he helps 
direct.  

“We usually have a program 
in the fall, around October, and 
another one in the spring, prior to 
Easter,” he says.  The group meets 
once a week for fi ve weeks and 
starts by trying “to explore why 
they left and help them decide if 
they want to come back.”  

Deacon Marc Lewand, also of 
Saint Charles, says they “try to be 
very welcoming.”  He notes that 
people might have stayed away 
“because they were hurt, ignored, 
or not treated pastorally.”  Some-
times it is a question of misinfor-
mation, and, in these sessions, 
“people get their questions an-
swered,” says Lewand.  Always, 
people come back “because the 
Holy Spirit is prodding them,” he 
says.

Saint Charles was one of the 
fi rst parishes in the archdiocese 
to sponsor a “Catholics Returning 
Home” program some 20 years 
ago.  The parish sets out a sign at 
the church to announce the pro-
gram when it is forming, and they 

also advertise in The Sooner Cath-
olic, The Gazette, and The Bethany 
Tribune.  Sessions draw anywhere 
from four to 10 participants.

Saint Charles uses Father Wil-
liam Bausch’s book “While You 
were Gone,” as well as a video on 
“Catholics Returning Home” to 
help reorient those in the program.

At Saint John the Baptist parish 
in Edmond, Deacon Gary Peterson 
directs the “Catholics Returning 
Home” program. He says that the 
fi rst two of their six meetings are 
“a hug and a howdy.”  They are 
simply trying to address concerns 
of the participants “and see where 
they are in their faith journey, he 
says.  At Saint John’s, 12 people 
serve as sponsors for those inter-
ested in returning to their Catho-
lic faith, and all the sponsors are 
people who themselves returned 
to the Church after being away.  
“They are all somebody who did 
this,” Deacon Peterson explains.

Peterson notes that, in many 
cases, people have marriage is-
sues.  “They may have married 
outside the Church, they may be 
divorced and they feel that the 
Church will not accept them.”  
“Catholics Returning Home” can 
help with these issues, pointing 

people in the right direction of ap-
plying for an annulment or having 
their marriage validated.

Many others have simply drifted 
away.  One person explained to Pe-
terson that she missed the Eucha-
rist and felt that her life “couldn’t 
get better” until she came back to 
Mass and the sacraments.

In weeks three and four of the 
program at Saint John’s, the 
deacon and a catechist review the 
Mass, the Nicene Creed and sacra-
mental Reconciliation.  Then each 
person in the program decides 
whether returning to the Church is 
the next step in their faith journey.

It is important to note that par-
ticipation in a Catholics Returning 
Home program is not required 
by the Church.  
Father Stephen 
Bird of the arch-
diocesan Offi ce of 
Worship explains 
that all that is 
necessary is sacra-
mental Confession.  
Anyone not able 
to attend a pro-
gram or simply not 
wishing to do so 
need only contact 
a parish priest in 

their area for more information.
At Saint Benedict parish in 

Shawnee, Stephen Shultz has 
recently taken charge of “Catholics 
Returning Home,” a program start-
ed some 15 years ago by Clyde and 
Gail Topping.  Shultz feels that 
“about 90 percent” of group partic-
ipants actually return to the faith.  

“We’re here to listen and to an-
swer questions,” Shultz says.  To 
reorient returning Catholics, the 
group actually tours the church, 
noting changes and explaining 
symbolism.  Like Saint John’s, 
Saint Benedict’s assigns sponsors 
to those in the “Catholics Return-
ing Home” program, and sponsors 
may even accompany participants 
to Sunday Mass.  All sponsors are 
people who were away from the 
Church at one time.  Shultz and 
his wife, in fact, were away for 
almost 20 years.  He explains their 
decision to come back: “Christ 
gave us His Church.  Let’s partic-
ipate in it.  Let’s appreciate it.  It’s 
an open door.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic
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Feliz cumpleaños 
Papa Francis

Buon compleanno 
Papa Francis

Plurimos annos 
Pontifex Franciscum

Χρόνια πολλά 
Πάπας Francis

Happy birthday 
Pope Francis

December 17 Pope Francis 
will turn 77 years young!

Heavenly Father,
We praise You for all Your gifts to us.

 We thank You especially today  for Pope Francis.
 Bless him always in Your love.

 Help us all to praise You and give You glory
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

On November 9, deacon aspirants and their wives volunteered their time at the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma. There are 
currently 24 aspirants (this is the term used during the fi rst year in the deacon formation). Working only a few hours their work 
provided meals for 3,822 children in Oklahoma. “It was a great way to bond and for the aspirants and their wives to get to know 
each other better,” said Max Schwarz, director of the Permanent Diaconate.

News on the Fr. Rother Cause

Archbishop Coakley meets with Dr. Ambrosio in October. The position is nearing comple-
tion and could be ready for submission before year end. There is no indication how long it 
may be before it will be reviewed by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.
Above: Archbishop Coakley holds the position paper. 

Prayer for the Cause of Canoniza-
tion of  Servant of God
Father Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily 

in our vocation, 
through the intercession 

of your Saints, 
on whom you bestowed 

a great variety of graces on earth.
Having graced Your Church

with the life and ministry of
your missionary priest

Stanley Rother,
grant that by his intercession
this humble fl ock may reach

where the brave Shepherd has gone.
Grant that Your Church may 

proclaim him as Martyr and Saint
serving in Your presence
and interceding for us.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please keep praying for the cause

Assumption 
Church  

Keep Christ in 
Christmas 

Craft Bazaar

Hungry 4 Justice procession, fi nal blessing cap 11 days of fasting
OKLAHOMA CITY – On a frigid Sunday in Novem-

ber, undeterred by the icy breeze and ominous sky, 
about 75 people processed more than three miles 
from the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help to 
Holy Angels Catholic Church. 

At the head of the procession, a man carried a 
banner with the lone word “Solidarity.” A few paces 
behind, dancers in colorful headdresses marched 
rhythmically. Behind them, a couple carried the Unit-
ed States fl ag. A handful of young adults displayed a 
sign that proclaimed the “Right to Dream.”

All joined the procession as a part of Hungry 4 
Justice, an initiative to call attention to the issue of 
“a broken immigration system.”

Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
Hungry 4 Justice began Nov. 22 and concluded Dec. 
2 – 11 days for the estimated 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants in the United States today. 

For the entire 11 days, a handful of grassroots 
leaders from DREAM Act Oklahoma fasted on loca-
tion at Holy Angels Catholic Church. Fasters Judith 
Huerta, Fredy Valencia, Jessica Vazquez, Martha 
Hernandez and Mark McCaslin said they approached 
Church leaders for permission to fast at Holy Angels 
because each had experienced the most devastating 
effect of the current immigration system – separation 
from family members.

As they fasted, the so-called DREAMers engaged 
the public through informational workshops, mov-

ies, discussions and open mic nights, during which 
immigrants shared stories of detention, deportation 
and hope.

Hungry 4 Justice also coincided with a national 
effort of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to 
highlight the issue of immigration. 

The bishops have articulated the following fi ve 
basic principles related to migration: (1) Persons have 
the right to fi nd opportunities in their homeland, (2) 
Persons have the right to support themselves and 
their families, (3) Sovereign nations have the right to 
control their borders, (4) Refugees and asylum seek-
ers should be afforded protection and (5) The human 
dignity and human rights of undocumented immi-
grants should be respected.

On the basis of those principles, they have advo-
cated for comprehensive immigration reform that 
incorporates global anti-poverty efforts, expanded 
opportunities to reunify families, a more effective and 
equitable temporary worker program, broad-based 
legalization of those in this country without proper 
immigration documentation and the restoration of 
due process.

As the 11 days drew to a close, fasters told Arch-
bishop Paul Coakley they felt affi rmed and encour-
aged by the turnout for the procession, as well as by 
the prayerful support they received from pastors and 
parishioners.

“It just really motivated me to ask, ‘What can we do 
next?’” Vazquez told The Edmond Sun.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff
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For one family, Catholic Foundation Scholarship came as a “gift from God” 

For years, Judith and Jacob Suarez prayed to 
be able to send their four children to Catholic 
schools. 

As active parishioners at Saint Eugene Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma City, they often en-
countered families whose kids attended private 
schools – and they couldn’t help but notice the 
resources available to those students.

Meanwhile, their own children – Kevin, 14, 
Jacob, 13, Jocelyn, 11, and Judith, 9 – attend-
ed public schools in the Mid-Del district. They 
reported mild bullying, and Jocelyn, in particu-
lar, fell behind academically.

As dearly as they desired an alternative, the 
couple simply could not afford the cost of Cath-
olic school tuition.

Both from Mexico, Mr. and Mrs. Suarez en-
tered the United States in the mid-1990s. Mrs. 
Suarez still barely speaks English. 

He drives a truck for Marianne’s Rentals, a 
company that rents tents, tables, chairs, table-
cloths and other party equipment. She cleans 
houses, working as often as jobs are available. 
Sometimes, that’s twice a week. Sometimes, 
that’s not at all.

“I would see the other kids at Saint Eugene’s, 
and their opportunities were very different from 
my children’s,” Mrs. Suarez said in Spanish. 
“I would pray to God, ‘When will my children 
have a chance to go to Catholic school?’”

In 2011, Gov. Mary Fallin signed into law the 
Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act. 
The Act effectively encourages private donors 
to contribute to scholarship funds for students 
from low-income families by granting 50 per-

cent tax credits for donations up to $2,000 for 
individuals, $4,000 for married couples fi ling 
jointly and $200,000 for corporations. 

Shortly thereafter, the Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma created the Catholic Schools Oppor-
tunity Scholarship fund. Donors to the fund 
qualify for tax credits under the Equal Oppor-
tunity Act. 

Although she didn’t know it yet, Mrs. Suarez’ 
prayers had been answered.

As the oldest Suarez son prepared to enter 
high school, Father Joe Jacobi asked Mr. and 
Mrs. Suarez whether they would be interested 

to send him to Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School. He offered direct fi nancial assis-
tance from the parish – and, crucially, suggest-
ed that scholarships might be able to fi ll in any 
remaining gaps.

Encouraged, the Suarez family also met with 
Mary Dresel, the principal of Saint Philip Neri 
Catholic Elementary School to inquire about 
potential fi nancial aid for their three youngest 
children, as well. Dresel connected the family 
to the Catholic Schools Opportunity Scholar-
ships.

Today, all four Suarez children attend Cath-
olic schools. The Suarez family pays $279 a 
month; scholarships cover the rest.

“If we had to pay anything more or extra, we 
wouldn’t be able to buy any food or pay for our 
house,” Mrs. Suarez said.

The difference in their children can’t be 
quantifi ed, though.

“They wake up happier because the place 
they’re going to, they like,” Mrs. Suarez said. 
“They say that there is less bullying and they 
have learned a lot more. It has made a differ-
ence also in me. I’m more comfortable because 
the principals are very nice and the teachers 
are, too.”

Principal Dresel said the affection goes both 
ways.

“They’re very hard-working – just really, re-
ally good people – and the children are won-
derful,” she said. “What they desire for their 
children is just so beautiful. This is what they 
wanted.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of commu-
nications for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop: Immigration tied to American identity
In the 127 pithy, profound pag-

es of “Immigration and the Next 
America,” Archbishop Jose H. Go-
mez penetrates to the core of the 
national debate about immigration 
– and urges Americans to harness 
the issue to renew the soul of the 
nation. 

“Immigration is about more than 
immigration,” the archbishop re-
minds readers repeatedly.

At issue in the immigration de-
bate, in fact, is no more nor less 
than the American identity itself. 

To craft a wise and reasonable 
immigration policy, then, requires 
the recovery of the fullest possible 
understanding of what it means to 
be an American.

In his quest to aid readers in 
that recovery, Archbishop Gomez 
roots them in an oft-forgotten 
strain of American history – the 
evangelization of the Americas by 
Spanish Catholic missionaries.

 “Two hundred years before any 
of the Founding Fathers were 
born, this land’s people were being 
baptized in the name of Christ,” he 
writes (p. 48). “The people of this 
land were called Christians before 
they were called Americans.”

Archbishop Gomez recalls this 
earlier American founding not to 
downplay the importance of the 
subsequent founding of the United 
States, but to emphasize the im-
portance of faith to the American 
identity.

True, the United States was 
founded by men who followed in 

the tradition of the Enlightenment, 
which prized reason over faith, 
but Archbishop Gomez provides 
ample evidence that the Founding 
Fathers, too, built the national 
identity on essentially religious 
assumptions. 

The American Creed includes 
these tenets: (1) God is ultimate-
ly sovereign (i.e. the world is 
governed by natural law, which 
trumps manmade law), (2) Men 
and women are created by God for 
God, (3) The rights of man come 
not from the state, but from God 
and (4) Government exists to se-
cure justice, defi ned as the promo-
tion and protection of God-given 
“unalienable” rights.

“This is the genius of America,” 
Archbishop Gomez says. “Our 
institutions and traditions are uni-
versal; they aren’t determined by 
any one culture. They are based 
on God’s sovereignty and the 
equality of the human person.”

Nativism – the belief that those 
who came to this country earlier 
are somehow superior or “more 
equal” than those who came after 
and those who are still coming – is 
a perversion of the creed.

Archbishop Gomez cites G.K. 
Chesterton’s incomparable for-
mulation of what makes America 
unique: “America invites all men 
to become citizens; but it implies 
the dogma that there is such a 
thing as citizenship.”

All of this indicates that it is a 
part of the American identity to 
welcome immigrants – but also to 
provide for their integration and 

Americanization. 
Were it not, though, it would still 

be a part of the Catholic identity to 
welcome the stranger, and Arch-
bishop Gomez encourages Ameri-
can Catholics to live their faith in 
this regard.

Archbishop Gomez acknowledg-
es, though, that various religious 
and civic principles “don’t lead 
to obvious conclusions on public 
policy” (p. 92).

“Immigration is not like the fun-
damental moral issues of abor-
tion or the defense of the family. 
In these areas, Catholics’ moral 
obligations are clear and unques-
tionable. By contrast, there is no 
single authentic ‘Catholic position’ 
on immigration,” he explains (p. 
92).

In fact, the issue admits of more 
possible solutions than many as-
sume if we would just bring more 
imagination and faith to bear. 

According to Archbishop Go-
mez, we must reform the confused 
current legal immigration system 
so that it is possible to follow and 
enforce in the fi rst place.

As for penalties for those who 
have entered the country illegally 
but wish to stay here, Archbishop 
Gomez favors “intensive, long-term 
community service, and civic edu-
cation and formation” (p. 108).

“To my mind, this is far more 
constructive than deportation and 
fi nes,” he says.

No matter what, though, we 
must not reject the notion that 
a common national identity is 
achievable.

“If immigration reform is to 
succeed – if the American dream 
is to be renewed,” the archbishop 
concludes, “we need to restore 
the ideal of citizenship based on 
integration and Americanization. 
Immigrants should be welcomed 
within a civic framework built on 
a common American story and 
universal values. We should be 
promoting broad expectations for 
citizens – including the under-
standing that individual rights 
presume common duties; and that 
freedom doesn’t mean doing what-
ever we want, but instead means 
doing what is true and beautiful 
and good.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the di-
rector of communications for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Judith and Jacob Suarez are able to send their four 
children to Catholic schools because of scholarships.
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For Advent and Christmas, new and old favorites to entertain and inspire
The Sooner Catholic has com-

piled a list of books, movies and 
CDs for this joyful season. There’s 
something for everyone on this list, 
whether you’re looking for a book 
to help you through Advent or a 
special Christmas gift. This year, 
go beyond “A Christmas Carol” 
and “How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas!” and fi nd some new favorites 
to go with “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

Children’s books

“The Tale of Three Trees,” by 
Angela Elwell Hunt (Lion Chil-
dren’s Books, 2001): A sweet 
picture book somewhere between 
“The Giving Tree” and “The Vel-
veteen Rabbit.” These three trees 
have grand plans for when they 
grow up. When they are cut down, 
they want to serve great kings as 
a splendid treasure chest, a proud 
sailing vessel and a sign pointing 
toward God. Their dreams come 
true in unexpected ways. This chil-
dren’s folktale has a great message 
for kids about an important virtue: 
humility. God has a plan for all 
of us, though it might not be our 
plan. As a bonus, the story can be 
read during Christmas, Ordinary 
Time and the Easter season.

“The Huron Carol,” by Jean de 
Brebeuf (Lester & Orpen Dennys 
Ltd, 1991) Illustrated by Frances 
Tyrrell, a uniquely North American 
Catholic children’s book based on 
a Christmas carol written by Saint 
Jean de Brebeuf. Saint Jean used 
the carol to teach the Huron tribe 
about the Christian faith on his 
missionary trips to Canada in the 
17th century. The people and plac-
es of the Native American tribe be-

come part of the Christmas story 
through beautiful illustrations of 
purple mountains, brilliant orange 
sunrises, soaring eagles and other 
American animals and the Holy 
Family in deerskin coats. Saint 
Jean teaches the mysteries of the 
Incarnation in simple terms: “The 
holy child of earth and heaven is 
born today for you.”

“The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” by Barbara Robinson (Harp-
er Collins, 2005 reprint) Though 
this chapter book is written for 
an elementary school level, the 
themes are meant to evoke a long-
ing for the true Christmas spirit 
in any age. The Sunday school 
Christmas play is ruined when the 
six Herdman children – bullies, ar-
sonists and delinquents – land the 
lead roles. There’s a cigar-smok-
ing Virgin Mary, a herald angel in 
sneakers and three Wise Men with 
some unusual gift ideas. Though 
parishioners old and young are 
bracing themselves for the worst, 
the Herdmans surprise everyone. 
They “get” Christmas more than 
any of the townspeople. You’ll 
laugh and you’ll cry when you read 
the touching conclusion.

“The First Night,” by B.G. Hen-
nessy (Viking Juvenile, 2008 
reprint): A beautifully illustrated 
children’s picture book of the night 
of Christ’s birth. With its simplic-
ity of words and timeless images, 
it tells the story in a moving and 
powerful way that children of all 
ages will understand and adults 
will fi nd moving. It begins with 
John 1:14 and treats of the shep-
herds, a small town, the animals 
in the barn and a star that hangs 
above it all. This is a book that you 
can read over and over again and 
will become a family favorite. 

Books for Adults
“A Child in Winter: Advent, 

Christmas and Epiphany” with 
Caryll Houselander, by Thomas 
Hoffman (Sheed & Ward, 2000): 
A must-read for adults who need 
to fi nd quiet time to be with God 
this Advent and Christmas season. 
Caryll Houselander was a laywom-
an mystic who lived during the 
London Blitz of World War II. Her 
writing is beautiful and insightful, 

yet down-to-earth and practical. 
She meditates on the importance 
of childhood, Mary’s experience of 

Advent, suffering and work, humil-
ity and joy. For each day of the Ad-
vent and Christmas seasons, the 
book offers a Scripture reading, an 
excerpt from Houselander’s writ-
ings, a meditation and a prayer. 
“There is great virtue in practicing 
patience in small things until the 
habit of Advent returns to us.”

“The Autobiography of Santa 
Claus,” as told by Jeff Guinn, a 
revised edition of the Christmas 
classic “The Christmas Chronicles” 
(Tarcher, 2003): This book uses 
fact, myth and fi ction to tell the 
life story of Santa Claus. The book 
begins with the wonderful line 
“You’re right to believe in me.” The 
story begins when Saint Nicho-
las is just a boy and takes you 
through the early 1900s. The book 
uses real events and real people 
and weaves them into the story of 
Santa Claus. This book is endear-
ing with wonderful twists and 
turns; it answers a few questions 
we all have about Santa and leaves 
you wanting more.

Movies and Music

“The Fourth Wise Man” (Paulist 
Pictures, 1985): Based on “The 
Story of the Other Wise Man” by 
Henry van Dyke, this story asks 
the question, “What if there was 
another wise man? What hap-
pened to him? What was his life 

story?” It also answers these 
questions as you follow Artaban 
from the rising of the star to the 
fi rst Easter Sunday. Artaban tries 
the rest of his life to bring his gifts 
to the Messiah, but misses Him 
time after time. Yet, he gives his 
gifts away to help others along the 
way. This is a touching and inspir-
ing story. Both the book and DVD 
are available in the archdiocesan 
library.

“The Legend of the Candy Cane” 
(Zonderkidz, 2001): An animat-
ed movie based on the book “The 
Legend of the Candy Cane” by Lori 
Walburg, this story is about the 
candy cane and the meaning be-
hind the holiday treat. The movie 
is not a direct interpretation of the 
book. It is “expanded and recreat-
ed.” It is a movie that would enter-
tain a small child, but would not 
keep the interest of older children.  
If you are a fan of the original sto-
ry, pull that out and enjoy a family 
read-along. This movie is available 
in the archdiocesan library.

“The Star of Bethlehem” (MPower 
Pictures, 2007): A documentary of 
a lawyer who started studying the 
star of wonder. He uses Scripture 
and a new computer program that 
can trace the movement of the 
stars and planets to fi nd the star. 
There are nine points in Scrip-
ture that he used to fi nd the star. 
Many of these points we know by 
heart. It rose in the East, it was 
the brightest star in the sky and 
it stopped over the town of Beth-
lehem, to list a few of the points. 
This is an eye-opening and awe-in-
spiring movie. This movie is avail-
able in the archdiocesan library.

“Voice of Joy” featuring Friar 
Alessandro (Decca Records, 2013): 
Friar Alessandro is the fi rst Fran-
ciscan friar to sign with a major 
record company. In “Voice of 
Joy,” his rich, orotund voice soars 
through 15 classic Christmas car-
ols, including “Adeste Fidelis” (“O, 
Come All Ye Faithful”), “O Santa 
Notte” (“O Holy Night”) and “Joy 
to the World.” Each piece is tech-
nically impressive and superbly 
rendered by the classically trained 
friar and sanctuary guide. A clear 
and exalting alternative to crass or 
cheesy radio adaptations of Christ-
mas tunes.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En la sencilla belleza de su liturgia Adviento 
es una de las épocas más ricas del año. Las 
oraciones y lecturas en la Misa, así como los 
himnos y antífonas de la Liturgia de las Horas 
nos invitan a una refl exión tranquila que au-
menta nuestro sentido de añoranza, mientras 
nos preparamos para recibir al Rey que viene 
a salvarnos.

Adviento es también una época con rituales 
y tradiciones memorables para el hogar tam-
bién. Iluminando cada vela de la corona de 
Adviento puede ser la ocasión para reunir a la 
familia en un momento de oración. La antici- 
pación y la alegría del niño cada día al abrir 
otra puerta o ventana de un calendario de 
Adviento nos recuerda por qué el Reino de los 
Cielos le pertenece a los que se hacen como 
niños pequeños.

Precisamente porque la época de Adviento 
se caracteriza por la espera tranquila y prepa-
ración sin prisas es que se pierde fácilmente 
en el ruido y frenesí de la comercialización 
de la época navideña. “Viernes Negro” se 
ha convertido ahora en “Jueves Negro”.  Ni 
siquiera esperamos a que se laven y guarden 
los platos de Acción de Gracias antes de que 
comience el frenesí de las compras. Las pre-
siones de las compras de gangas y ese regalo 
perfecto, las rondas de fi estas, las decora-
ciones y los viajes generan un nivel de estrés 
y de ajetreo que es todo menos oportunidad 
de refl exión. No es de extrañar que tantas 
personas experimenten sólo agotamiento o 
decepción cuando fi nalmente llega la Navidad.

Es un síntoma lamentable y revelador que 
tantos árboles de Navidad ya están despoja-

dos y ensuciando la acera y los vertederos en 
el día después de la Navidad. ¿Fue sólo tiem-
po de regalos? La “temporada de compras” 
puede haber terminado, pero la verdadera 
fi esta de la Navidad esta solo comenzando. 
Como Católicos celebramos el día la Octa-
va de la Navidad el 1 de enero al honrar a la 
Madre de Dios y la época Navideño llegará a 
su punto culminante en la fi esta de la Epi-
fanía, también conocido en muchos países 
de Latinoamérica como la Fiesta de Reyes. La 
verdadera época de la Navidad se ha elimina-
do completamente en nuestra cultura al igual 
que el Adviento ha sido reemplazado por un 
sustituto comercial. ¿Qué podemos hacer? 
Podemos dejar que el Adviento sea Adviento. 
Y que la Navidad sea Navidad.

Para una gran fi esta como la Navidad 
necesitamos las semanas de Adviento para 
prepararnos adecuadamente. Necesitamos 
las semanas de Adviento para refl exionar y 
recordar las promesas antiguas de Dios y 
experimentar la nostalgia de esos patriarcas 
y profetas que todavía encuentra su eco en 
nuestros corazones hoy. Es el anhelo que cla-
ma: “¡Maranatha! ¡Ven, Señor Jesús!”

La palabra Adviento signifi ca “venida” o 
advenimiento. Durante el Adviento nos prepa-
ramos para celebrar la venida del Señor en 
la historia cuando él nació como un niño en 
Belén. También nos preparamos para su veni-
da en gloria en el cual juzgará a las naciones 
y entregará el Reino a su Padre celestial. Pero 
también existe la llegada oculta del Señor a 
nosotros cada día en el misterio de su gracia.

La Navidad no es sólo un recuerdo nostál-

gico de un suceso 
ocurrido en un 
lugar lejano hace 
mucho tiempo. 
Tampoco nos 
preparamos para 
el nacimiento de 
Cristo, fi ngiendo 
que aún no ha 
nacido. Al recordar 
y meditar los misterios que conducen y que 
rodearon el nacimiento de Jesús, ¡el Espíri-
tu nos abre el corazón para experimentar su 
venida como algo nuevo para nosotros! ¡Jesu-
cristo nació para traer la salvación a nuestro 
propio mundo, y para traer alegría y esperan-
za a nuestros corazones hoy! Él viene a reno-
var un viejo mundo envejecido por el pecado 
y hacer nuevas todas las cosas. La gracia del 
Adviento nos invita a disfrutar de su venida 
con nuevos corazones, como si fuera, tal vez, 
por primera vez. El Señor viene a nosotros de 
esta manera oculta a través de su Santa Pal-
abra. Él viene sobre todo a través de la 
celebración de los Sacramentos por la que 
nos comunica el don de la salvación a cada 
uno de nosotros.

Adviento nos recuerda que hay mucho más 
en juego aquí que la obtención y el gastar. 
Hay una verdadera razón para regocijarse. 
Dios está con nosotros. ¡Hoy!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Adviento

El tiempo de adviento
La palabra Adviento viene del 

latín: adventus Redemptoris, 
‘venida del Redentor’. Es el pri-
mer tiempo litúrgico del año, y lo 
celebramos durante las 4 sema-
nas que anteceden a la Navidad, 
precisamente en prepararnos para 
recibir a Jesucristo nuestro salva-
dor. 

Durante estos domingos de ad-
viento, la misma Palabra de Dios, 
nos ambientará para que ten-
gamos la disposición espiritual que 
Dios mismo nos pide, a fi n de reci-
birlo en nuestra realidad de vida, 
conscientes de nuestra verdadera 
miseria de pecado, de la que nos 
urge ser redimidos por Jesús que 
viene a encarnarse en cada uno 
para podernos salvar. 

Tal como terminamos el año 
litúrgico en esas 3 o 4 semanas 
ultimas, también durante estos 
días, el Señor seguirá llamándonos 
a una conversión, dentro del mar-
gen de un tiempo muy limitado y 
estrecho para nosotros, en el que 
no queda otra alternativa que la 
de volver nuestro rostro a él; una 
decisión de vida o muerte, ante 
la cual se nos hace urgente un 
cambio radical de vida. Se trata 
de mantenernos en alerta, con los 
ojos bien abiertos y el corazón bien 
preparado y dispuesto a recibir al 
Mesías de Dios que ya viene.   

Y salir de esa situación de 
miseria y de pecado, de todo ese 
mundo de tinieblas en que nos 
hallamos sumergidos interior-
mente, es el itinerario espiritual 
que se nos propone, para permitir 
entonces que donde solo habita 

el pecado y la muerte, renazca 
la luz del perdón y la vida. Como 
bien nos lo propone el apóstol san 
Pablo: “La noche está avanzada, 
el día se echa encima: dejemos 
las actividades de las tinieblas y 
pertrechémonos con las armas de 
la luz. Conduzcámonos como en 
pleno día, con dignidad”. (Roma-
nos 13,12).

Precisamente este texto de san 
Pablo fue clave para el paso deci-
sivo a la conversión de ese gran 
hombre san Agustín. Él mismo 
así nos lo testimonia con estas 
elocuentes y sinceras  palabras: 

“¡Tarde te amé, hermosura tan 
antigua y tan nueva, tarde te amé! 
Y ves que tú estabas dentro de mí 
y yo fuera, y por fuera te buscaba; 
y deforme como era, me lanzaba 
sobre estas cosas hermosas que 
tú creaste. Tú estabas conmigo 
mas yo no lo estaba contigo. Me 
retenían lejos de ti aquellas co-
sas que, si no estuviesen en ti, 
no serían. Llamaste y clamaste, 
y rompiste mi sordera: Brillaste 
y  resplandeciste, y fugaste mi 
ceguera; exhalaste tu perfume 
y respiré, y suspiro por ti; gusté 
de ti, y siento hambre y sed; me 

tocaste y me abrasé 
en tu paz”.

También nosotros 
como san Agustín 
estamos pasando 
por esa etapa, por 
la que él atravesó, 
en la que nos nega-
mos a salir de no-
sotros mismos, por 
temor a perder lo 
que consideramos es nuestra úni-
ca seguridad, para poder ver que 
mas allá de nuestra miope mirada 
espiritual, habita el amor de Dios 
que se quiere encarnar a través de 
su Hijo Jesús en cada uno, como 
garante de esa salvación eterna 
que ya viene a nosotros. 

EL PBRO. JOHN MEJÍA, nació 
en Ciudad Bolívar, Antioquia en 
Colombia el 11 de febrero del año 
1969. Desde los 12 años ingresó al 
Seminario Menor donde comenzó 
su preparación al Sacerdocio, el 
cual culminó el 29 de diciembre de 
1995, cuando fué ordenado para 
servir en la Diócesis Misionera de 
Quibdó, Chocó Colombia. 2 años 
más tarde recibe la Licenciatura 
en Teología fundamental en la 
Universidad Pontifi cia Javeriana 
de Bogotá, Colombia. Los últimos 
12 años de su Ministerio los ha 
desarrollado en Venezuela. Y en 
la actualidad presta sus servicios 
para esta Arquidiocesis como Vica- 
rio parroquial en la Parroquia san 
Pedro de Guymon. Se ha destacado 
por ser, además de un gran mi- 
sionero, un excelente predicador, 
músico y escritor.

Por Padre John 
Mejia Munoz

Monica Wallace, 13, con el hermano MJ, 6, hermana Gracia, 11, y su madre Christine, 
enciende una corona de Adviento en su casa de Maryland. (CNS foto / Tom McCarthy 
Jr., Revista Católica)
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Toda la vida en un encuentro con Jesús
Este pasado 1 de diciembre la 

parroquia romana de San Cirilo de 
Alejandría, conocida por su gran 
número de inmigrantes, recibió la 
visita del Papa. Allí el Santo Padre 
compartió con las niños de la 
catequesis, los familiares y amigos 
de los bebes que se iban a bautizar 
y también con los enfermos de la 
parroquia. 

Es impresionante el ver cómo el 
Papa Francisco no quiere limitarse 
a las actividades ofi ciales dentro 
de la Ciudad del Vaticano sino que 
busca seguir sirviendo, y teniendo 
las vivencias, de la vida compar-
ativamente más sencilla de una 
parroquia.  

Antes de celebrar la Santa Misa, 
el Papa Francisco confesó a sie-
te miembros de la parroquia y, 
durante la Misa, confi rmó a nueve 
niños. 

Durante su homilía el Santo 
Padre enfatizó con los asistentes el 
cristocentrismo de nuestras vidas. 
Vidas centradas en, y siempre 
teniendo encuentros íntimos con, 
Nuestro Señor  Jesucristo. 

A continuación les ofrezco varias 
citas de esa homilía ofrecida en la 
Parroquia de San Cirilo de Alejan-
dría en Roma. Homilía que sirve 

de ejemplo de la Nueva Evangeli-
zación. 

 “Nuestra vida es un camino 
que tenemos que recorrer para 
llegar al encuentro con Jesús. 
Lo más importante que le puede 
pasar a una persona es encon-
trarse con Jesús... que nos quiere, 
nos ha salvado y dio su vida por 
nosotros”, ha dicho el Papa, di-
rigiéndose sobre todo a los nuevos 
confi rmados. “Podemos preguntar-
nos: ¿Pero cuando encontramos a 
Jesús? ¿Sólo al fi nal?: ¡No!... Toda 
la vida es un encuentro con Jesús, 
cuando rezamos, cuando vamos 
a misa y cuando hacemos obras 
buenas; cuando visitamos a los 
enfermos y cuando ayudamos a 
un pobre; cuando pensamos en los 
demás, cuando no somos egoís-
tas, cuando somos amables... En 
estas cosas encontramos siempre 
a Jesús. Y el camino de la vida es 
éste: caminar para encontrar a 
Jesús”.

 “Acordaos siempre: la vida es un 
camino. Un camino para encon-
trar a Jesús. Al fi nal y siempre. 
Un camino donde no encontramos 
a Jesús no es un camino cristia-
no... “Pero alguno me dirá - ha 
improvisado Francisco- tu sabes 
que este camino para mi es difícil, 
porque soy un pecador, he cometi-
do tantos pecados... ¿cómo puedo 

encontrar a Jesús? ¿Sabéis que 
las personas que Jesús buscaba 
eran sobre todo pecadores? Y esto 
es lo que reprochaba la gente, las 
personas que se creían justas. 
Decían: éste no es un verdade-
ro profeta ¡fíjate que compañía 
lleva! Estaba con los pecadores. 
Y Él decía: Yo he venido para los 
que necesitan salud, para los que 
necesitan ser curados; y Jesús nos 

cura los pecados. Y en el camino... 
todos somos pecadores. E incluso 
cuando nos equivocamos...Jesús 
sale al encuentro y nos perdona. 
Y ese perdón que recibimos en la 
confesión es también un encuen-
tro con Jesús; lo encontramos 
siempre”.

 “Y caminemos así por la vida, 
como dice el profeta, hasta el 
monte, hasta el día del encuentro 
defi nitivo. ..Esta es la vida cristia-
na: caminar, ir adelante, unidos, 
como hermanos, queriéndonos 
unos a otros. Sed valientes, no 
tengáis miedo. La vida es este 
camino”, ha concluido el Papa, que 
una vez acaba la misa, ha depar-
tido con algunos grupos de fi eles 
para volver al Vaticano poco antes 
de las ocho de la tarde.

Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A. 
Moreno, O.P., MRE, Director de 
la Ofi cina de Ministerio Hispano 
de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City, es graduado de la Pontifi cia 
Universidad Católica de Puerto 
Rico y fue profesor de teología en 
la Universidad de Dallas. El Sr. 
Moreno es casado, tiene tres hijas 
y está disponible para actividades 
de formación en las parroquias de 
la Arquidiócesis. Para más infor-
mación pueden contactar a la Sra. 
Edith Miranda emiranda@ archokc.
org.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

El papa expone en documento su visión de una iglesia evangélica 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — En su primera 
pieza extensa escrita como papa, el papa Fran-
cisco expone una visión de una Iglesia Católica 
dedicada a la evangelización en un tono positi-
vo, con un enfoque en los más pobres y vulne-
rables de la sociedad, incluyendo los envejeci-
dos y los que están por nacer. 

“Evangelii Gaudium”(“La alegría del Evan-
gelio”), publicada por el Vaticano el 26 de 
noviembre, es una exhortación apostólica, una 
de las categorías de mayor autoridad en docu-
mentos papales. La primera encíclica del papa 
Francisco, “Lumen Fidei”, publicada en julio, 
fue mayormente el trabajo de su predecesor, el 
papa Benedicto XVI. 

El papa escribió el nuevo documento en 
respuesta al Sínodo de Obispos de octubre del 
2012 sobre la nueva evangelización, pero de-
clinó trabajar usando un borrador provisto por 
funcionarios del sínodo. 

La voz del papa Francisco es inconfundible 
en el estilo relativamente relajado de las 50,000 
palabras del documento — ¡él escribe que un 
“evangelizador nunca puede parecerse a algui-
en que acaba de regresar de un funeral!” — y 
en su énfasis en algunos de sus temas carac-
terísticos, incluyendo los peligros de la global-
ización económica y la “mundanidad espiritu-
al”. 

El mensaje de la iglesia “tiene que concen-
trarse en lo esencial, en lo que es más hermo-
so, más grande, más atractivo y a la vez más 
necesario”, él escribe”. En este núcleo básico lo 
que brilla es la belleza, es el amor salvífi co de 
Dios manifestado en Jesucristo, quien murió y 
resucitó de entre los muertos”. 

Inspirado por la pobreza y la preocupación de 
Jesús por los desposeídos durante su ministe-
rio terrenal, el papa Francisco hace un llamado 
a “una iglesia que sea pobre y para los pobres”. 

Los pobres “tienen mucho que enseñarnos”, 
él escribe”. “Estamos llamados a encontrar 
a Cristo en ellos, a prestar nuestras voces a 

sus causas pero también a ser sus amigos, a 
escucharlos, a hablar por ellos y a abrirnos a la 
misteriosa sabiduría que Dios desea compartir 
con nosotros a través de ellos”. 

La caridad es más que meros donativos, “sig-
nifi ca trabajar para eliminar las causas estruc-
turales de la pobreza y promover el desarrollo 
integral de los pobres”, escribe el papa. “Esto 
signifi ca educación, acceso a atención médica 
y sobre todo al empleo, ya que es a través del 
trabajo creativo, participativo y de apoyo mu-
tuo que los seres humanos expresan y mejoran 
la dignidad de sus vidas”. 

No obstante, él añade que “la peor discrim-
inación que sufren los pobres es la falta de 
atención espiritual. ... Ellos necesitan a Dios 
y no podemos dejar de ofrecerles su amistad, 
su bendición, su palabra, la celebración de los 
sacramentos y un viaje de crecimiento y madu-
rez en la fe”. 

El papa Francisco reitera sus críticas anterio- 

res de “ideologías que defi enden la autonomía 
absoluta del mercado y la especulación fi -
nanciera”, las cuales culpa de la actual crisis 
fi nanciera y la atribuye a una “idolatría del 
dinero”. 

Él enfatiza que la preocupación eclesiástica 
por los vulnerables se extiende a “los niños que 
están por nacer, los más indefensos e inocentes 
entre nosotros”, cuya defensa está “vinculada 
estrechamente con la defensa de todos y cada 
uno de los otros derechos humanos”. 

“Un ser humano es siempre sagrado e invio-
lable en cualquier situación y en toda etapa de 
desarrollo”, escribe el papa en su declaración 
más fuerte hasta la fecha sobre el tema del 
aborto”. “Una vez que esta convicción desapa-
rece también lo hacen los fundamentos sólidos 
y duraderos para la defensa de los derechos 
humanos, los cuales siempre estarían sujetos 
a los caprichos pasajeros de los poderes exis-
tentes”. 

El papa escribe que la evangelización implica 
la pacifi cación, entre otras formas a través del 
diálogo ecuménico e interreligioso. Él “humilde-
mente” hace un llamado a los países de may-
oría musulmana a concederle libertad religiosa 
a los cristianos y ordena a los católicos “evitar 
las generalizaciones odiosas” basadas en “epi- 
sodios desconcertantes de fundamentalismo 
violento”, ya que “el auténtico islamismo y la 
apropiada lectura del Corán se oponen a toda 
forma de violencia”. 

El papa Francisco característicamente di-
rige algunas de sus críticas más fuertes a sus 
compañeros clérigos, entre otras razones, por 
lo que él describe como la predicación inade- 
cuada en gran medida. 

Los fi eles y “sus ministros ordenados sufren 
debido a las homilías,” él escribe: “¡el laicado 
por tener que escucharlos y el clero de la obli-
gación de predicarle!” 

El papa dedica varias páginas a sugerencias 
para mejorar las homilías, basado en un estu-
dio cuidadoso de las Escrituras y en el respeto 
al principio de la brevedad. 

Por Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

Papa Francis dirige a la multitud durante la audiencia 
general en la Plaza de San Pedro en el Vaticano, 13 de 
noviembre. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Papa Francis utiliza incienso mientras 
celebra la Misa en la Parroquia de San 
Cirillo Alessandrino en Roma 1 de dic-
iembre. (CNS foto / Paul Haring)



Oklahoma City — On Friday, 
Nov. 15, more than 3,000 Barons 
hockey fans from around the state 
watched the Children’s Choir of 
Saint James the Greater perform 
the national anthem at the Cox 
Convention Center. This eclectic 
group of children is being asked 
to perform all around the state, 
including singing for the Oklahoma 
City Red Hawks, the fall profes-
sional day for Archbishop Coakley 
and various local events.  This 
performance marks one of several 
appearances for the Oklahoma City 
Barons with more to come.  

“Saint James has performed our 
national anthem multiple times 
and I wanted to make sure they 
got another chance to do that, 
especially with some of the new 
students. … It’s a nice way to 
showcase schools’ talents at sport-
ing events and lets our fans know 
there are choirs like Saint James,” 
said group sales manager Chris 
Halley.

The Saint James Children’s 
Choir is comprised of 42 chil-
dren between the fi rst and eighth 
grades, and each is as remark-
able as their founder and director, 
Kristin Stang.  A lifelong Catholic 
herself, Stang brings her faith and 
formal music and theater training 
from New York City to her students 
at Saint James in Oklahoma City.  

“I recognize the value and vi-
tal role music plays in shaping 
a young person’s Catholic faith,” 
Stang admits.  “My own faith was 
strengthened due to the beauti-
ful hymns I was blessed to sing, 
the comprehension of Scripture 

through music, and the inspiration 
from music directors within the 
church.”

 The children’s work ethic and 
ability to take directions have a 
positive impact on their person.  
“The main comment I have re-
ceived from parents is that choir 
has instilled a great deal of con-
fi dence within their child,” says 
Stang.  “Many times I have heard, 
‘I didn’t know my child could do 
that!’ and ‘He/she is so shy. How 
did you get them to do that?’”

 The children are excited about 
the opportunities choir has pre-
sented, an excitement you can 

hear when they sing and when 
they talk about the role of choir in 
their lives.  

“[This choir] means my life be-
cause I love to sing and it’s proba-
bly the best hobby,” says Miranda 
Blakely, a fi fth grade member of 
the choir.  “I don’t get nervous 
because I love to sing!” she said, 
a response echoed by fellow choir 
members, Cailey Gower and John 
Newport.  

The Saint James Children’s 
Choir is growing every year, with 
many more appearances and pro-
grams on the calendar. 

“My vision for the choir remains 
what it was in the beginning, to 
spread joy to others.  By simply 
being who they are, the children 
spread joy and make a difference 
on a daily basis.  When we com-
bine their innocence with music, 
lives are changed,” says Stang.  “In 
the end, the more joy they spread 
through their smiles and music, 
the greater the mission behind 
Saint James’ Children’s Choir is 
accomplished.”
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Don’t Let Dec. 31 Sneak Up on You
   With this year’s challenges and accom-
plishments still fresh in your mind, now 
is a good time to review and update your 
estate plans. To help you in this process, 
here is a checklist of estate planning ac-
tions for you to go over as the end of the 
year nears:

1.  Review your current will and trusts. 
Should these documents be updated be-
cause of major changes in your life, such 
as births or deaths, or moves, etc?
2. Take inventory and make a written 
record of the contents of any safe-depos-
it box. Give a copy to a trusted family 
member. 
3. Review the benefi ciary designations 
for your life insurance and retirement 
plans to make sure your benefi ciary isn’t 
someone who is now deceased.
4. Make sure your durable power of at-
torney for health care and living will are 
current.
5. Be sure you are comfortable with the 
guardian named in your will for minor 
children or disabled loved ones under 
your care. 
6. Finish charitable contributions by 
December 31st. As you think about spe-
cial holiday gifts for family and friends, 
remember that making charitable gifts to 
the Catholic Foundation in their honor 
can be a heartwarming experience that 
also offers you tax benefi ts. 

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

GUYMON — The religious edu-
cation students of Saint Peter the 
Apostle Church last month part-
nered with Catholic Charities to 
complete a food drive. The stu-
dents brought food to the church 
and the food was then given to 
Loaves and Fishes food pantry.

“Saint Peter Religious Education 
Program provides Catholic Chris-
tian formation for grades pre-K 
through high school in which more 
than 350 children participate and 
60 adult teachers and aides share 
their faith with the children,” said 

Mary Ann Jacobson, director of 
religious education. “Each year, 
mission projects are selected in 
service to God’s people. Catholic 
Charities, Loaves and Fishes and 
Catholic Relief Services are the 
focus of our outreach this year.”
In the picture: (Back row, left to right) 
Father Prasad, Saint Peter the Apos-
tle Catholic Church; Jocelynn Avalos, 
teacher aide; Julia Gonzales, director of 
Catholic Charities, Guymon Regional 
Offi ce; Alexis Reyes, teacher aide; and 
Amber Longwell, teacher aide. (Front 
Row) Four-year-old’s class and teacher 
Brandy Tharp.

Guymon RE students feed the hungry

SAVE THE DATE: 
Catholic Charities Green Tie Gala slated for March 8

The annual Green Tie Gala to benefi t Sanctuary and Holy Family 
Home will be March 8, 2014, at the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum. For invitations, ticket information and details, 
call Chris Cowden at Catholic Charities at (405) 523-3009.

Saint James Children’s Choir showcases talent, character
By Eliana Tedrow

For the Sooner Catholic
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Calendar
DECEMBER

8 Second Sunday of Advent

8 Mount Curriculum Fair at 1 
p.m. in the Mount St. Mary audito-
rium. This is a guided tour where 
families will learn about classes, 
athletics, clubs, the admissions 
process and much more! All MSM 
staff, coaches and teachers are on 
campus during this program. For 
more information, contact Diane 
Wilson at dwilson@mountst mary.
org.

8 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

10  The Oklahoma Master Cho-
rale and Orchestra present 

Carols and Lullabies at 7 p.m. in-
cluding “A Ceremony of Carols” by 
Benjamin Britten and “Christmas 
in the Southwest” by Conrad Susa. 
Dr. Vicki Schaeffer, Conductor. 
www.oklahomamas terchorale.com   

10 Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/confl ict) will meet the second 
Tuesday of each month in the 
community room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Fr. M. Price 
Oswalt at 405-567-3404.

11 Catholic War Veterans USA 
The Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 
will hold their monthly meeting 
at 7 p.m. in the Sunnylane Fam-
ily Reception Center located at 
3900 SE 29th St in Del City, every 
second Wednesday. For more 
information contact Ken at (405) 
739-0036 or by e-mail at Okl-
aPost168@cox .net.

14 Christmas Bazaar, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., St. Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church, Prague, 4th St. and Jim 
Thorpe Blvd. Bake Sale, Attic Trea-
sures, Numerous Gift Vendors, 
free door prize drawings all day, 
homemade cinnamon rolls, Lunch: 
Chili, Frito Chili Pie or Chick-
en Tortilla Soup with drink, $5.  
Raffl e Drawings, grand prize $300 
cash. Come do your shopping with 
us and enjoy the day.

14 The Benedictine Oblates of 
Red Plains Monastery will meet 
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. in Room 
125 at the Pastoral Center, 7501 
NW Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
For more information, contact 
Jenny Fenner, (405) 721-0832 or 
e-mail jenfen@cox.net, or Sandy 
Poe, (580) 421 6554 or e-mail san-
drapoe@ymail .com.

15 Third Sunday of Advent

15 St. Gregory’s University 
Christmas Choral performance 
of Festival of Lessons and Car-
ols. This is a program of scripture 
readings and choral music for 
Advent and Christmas. For more 
information about St. Gregory’s 
performing arts programs, visit 
www.stgregorys. edu or contact 
program chair Dr. Jessica Van 
Oort at jvanoort@stgreg orys.edu.

17 Holy Hour at Catholic Pastoral 
Center Chapel 4-5p.m.

Job Box
DRE and Youth Director 
St. Benedict Church, in Shaw-

nee, is looking for a person to fi ll 
the full time position of Director 
of Religious Education and Youth 
Minister.   To apply please send 
your resume to pastor@stbene-
dictchurch.net.  For more informa-
tion, contact the Parish Offi ce at 
(405) 275-0001.

Librarian Opening 
Rosary School is looking for a 

librarian.  Please contact Karen 
Lynn at Rosary School, (405) 525-
9272, if you are interested.

French Language Teacher 
Rosary School is looking for a 

French Language teacher for 3 year 
olds through Middle School. Please 
contact Principal, Karen Lynn at 
(405) 525-9272.

Chemistry/Pre-AP Chemistry
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School has a full time teaching po-
sition open for the second semester 
of the current school year for a cer-
tifi ed high school Chemistry/Pre-
AP Chemistry teacher.  Interested 
applicants may fax their résumé/
certifi cation/letter of interest to 

Talita DeNegri at (405) 631-9209 or 
email tdenegri@mountstmary.org.

Development Director 
The Catholic Center at the 

University of Oklahoma is looking 
for a Development Director who 
will be responsible for leading and 
managing the fund development 
program, raising funds for the min-
istry and programs, and managing 
all committees involved in fund 
development activities. For more 
information on this position and 
how to apply, visit www.petrusde-
velopment.com.

Director of Youth Ministry 
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church, Oklahoma City, seeks a 
full -time Director of Youth Minis-
try to direct the youth activities for 
grades 7-12. The ideal candidate 
will be energetic, passionate about 
their Catholic faith and inspire a 
collaborative effort to engage youth 
from both public and parochial 
schools.  For full job description:  
www.stjames-catholic.org/Jobs.  
Apply online or send resume to 
Pastor at 4201 South McKinley, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73109.

For a full calendar and 
up-to-date jobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...
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High school students attend National Catholic Youth Conference

David Rodriguez, youth minister at Saint 
Peter the Apostle parish in Guymon, Okla., 
wanted the high school youth in his program 
to recognize that there are a lot more Catholics 
in the world than just the few they encounter 
living in the panhandle of Oklahoma.  

To help them realize this, Rodriguez and 18 
high school students from Saint Peter’s, along 
with 220 teens and adults from around the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, traveled to Indi-
anapolis to join 18,000 teenagers for the largest 
gathering of Catholic youth in the United States 
at the National Catholic Youth Conference.

“A lot of our teens are ashamed of their faith 
because they do not see teens out talking about 
their Catholic faith.  I want them to know that 
they are not alone,” said Rodriguez.  “Now they 
can take what they learned at the conference 
and go out and teach others in their schools 
about Catholicism.”

During NCYC, which took place Nov. 21 to 
Nov. 23, high school students were moved by 
energetic speakers, service projects and a dy-
namic closing Mass at Lucas Oil Stadium.

“I was inspired by how the speakers talked 
about how God truly changed their lives,” said 
Marlin Carbajal, an attendee from Saint Peter 
the Apostle parish. “Their experiences helped 
me to realize that, even when you feel like no 
one is there, God is always there.”

The biennial conference included morning 
and evening sessions with all of the attendees 
in the stadium, in addition to a menu of after-
noon workshops from which participants were 
able to choose.

“The teens loved what the workshops had to 

offer this year,” noted Rodriguez. “They helped 
them to understand their faith and now they 
are excited to participate in parish life.”

Father Joseph Irwin, pastor at Saint Francis 
Xavier parish in Enid, Okla., accompanied 11 
teens from his parish to this year’s conference. 
The conference is a way for his youth to experi-
ence Christ’s inspiring love for us.

“I love seeing the Holy Spirit inspire them in 
ways I could never have envisioned for them as 
their pastor.  When they come home inspired 
to lead and do things in the parish. When 
they tell me about how they stood up for their 
faith against people who want to put Catho-
lics down.  This is amazing to me,” said Father 
Irwin. “We have great reasons for hope in our 
young people in the church.”

By the conference’s end, many of the youth of 
Saint Francis Xavier parish had gained a radi-
cally new relationship with Christ.

“The highlight of NCYC for me was the Eu-
charistic adoration where more than 18,000 
teens were worshipping Christ at once,” said 
Grayson Fiest, a participant from Saint Francis 
Xavier parish. “This made a huge impact on my 
prayer life.  I now want to lead others to Christ 
and show them how their faith can help them 
with the issues they are facing.”

The organizers of NCYC hope that the teens 
who heard the conference’s message will take 
their enthusiasm back to their parishes to in-
spire others to fully live their faith.

“The theme this year was ‘Signed, Sealed and 
Delivered.’ The ‘Delivered’ part is most interest-
ing to me,” added Father Irwin. “I hope they will 
be the ones delivering the powerful love and 
truth of Jesus and the church to the world.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Epiphany, Oklahoma City youth.

St. Mark’s, Norman youth.

St. Monica, Edmond youth.

St. Francis, Enid youth.

St. Philip Neri, Midwest City youth.


