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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Religious
freedom advocates throughout the
country are voicing disappointment
at suggested changes to the federal
contraception mandate aimed at
resolving freedom of conscience
concerns.

“Today’s proposed rule does nothing
to protect the religious liberty of
millions of Americans,” said Kyle
Duncan, general counsel for the
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty.

Duncan was one of numerous critics
who raised concerns over a Feb. 1
announcement by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.
The department said that it intends to
revise the mandate, which requires
employers to offer health insurance
plans covering contraception,
sterilization and drugs that may cause
early abortions.

The mandate — which is currently
the subject of lawsuits filed by more
than 100 plaintiffs nationwide —
initially included a narrow exemption
that applied only to nonprofit
religious groups that exist to inculcate
religious beliefs and both serve and
employ primarily members of their
own faith.

The proposed revisions would drop
those requirements, simplifying the
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A bundled-up Archbishop Paul S. Coakley chats with Garrett Finnell during the
40th annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. Finnell is a student at the
University of Central Oklahoma. More coverage of the event can be found starting
on Page 8. (Photo/Ray Dyer)

The Lenten obligation, as
determined for Catholics in the
United States by our bishops,
requires that fasting be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
The law of abstinence from meat is
to be observed on Ash Wednesday
and all the Fridays of Lent. Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 13.

Who must fast?
All Catholics who are between the

ages of 18 and 59. The obligation
ceases when one begins his/her 60th
year.

Who must abstain?
All Catholics who are 14 years

and older.

What does fasting mean?
The observance of fasting means

that those obliged may take only
one full meal on the day of fast. Two
lighter meals (not equal to another
full meal) are permitted if necessary
to maintain strength according to

Catholics Prepare for Lenten Season of Faith

continued on Page 3
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Put Out Into the Deep
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A few weeks ago I issued a Call to Prayer through-
out the Archdiocese inviting people to pray for a
greater respect for life, the strengthening and
protection of marriage, and a defense of religious
liberty. I would like to focus here on marriage.

The Catholic Church has a great interest in the
promotion of strong and healthy marriages based
upon God’s plan for marriage and the family. The
family is the most basic cell of the Church. It is the
domestic Church. It is also the fundamental building
block for human society and civilization. For these
and for many other reasons we take marriage very
seriously. We require couples preparing for marriage
to participate in
marriage preparation
programs that help equip
them for a healthy and
holy married life.

We continue to provide
various opportunities for
marriage enrichment,
including training in
Natural Family Planning
and programs such as
Marriage Encounter. But
when marriages falter,
where can couples turn?
When couples struggle
with the challenges of
living out their marriage
covenant, they still
need our support.
Good support through
marriage and family
counseling is available
through the St. Joseph
Counseling Center at
Catholic Charities.

As part of our commit-
ment to support marriage
and families, we are
establishing in the Arch-
diocese a program to help
couples whose marriages are unraveling, or who have
already experienced separation and divorce but want
to try again. The need for such a program is evident.
In our society, up to half of all first-time marriages
are ending in divorce. A significantly higher percent-
age of second marriages end the same way.

This program is called Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro vi), a French word meaning rediscovery. It is
Catholic in origin and has been offered around the

country for many years.
In fact, we have had
them in Oklahoma but
not with a permanent
community in our
Archdiocese.

What is Retrouvaille?
Retrouvaille is a three-
month program, a lifeline for married couples. It
begins with a weekend experience in which couples
re-establish communication and gain insights into
themselves as individuals and as a couple. It is led
by couples who have experienced the weekend them-

selves and by a priest. It is
not a spiritual retreat, and
couples are not asked to
share their problems with
anyone else. Though it
is based on Catholic
principles, spouses need
not both be Catholic to
participate. Couples are
helped to look beyond
their hurt and pain
and discover how listen-
ing, forgiveness and
communication are helpful
tools in building or
rebuilding a loving and
lasting relationship.

The second phase
consists of a series of
weekly or biweekly
sessions over the course of
12 weeks that help couples
to deepen what they have
learned on the weekend
and provide additional
tools needed to rebuild
their marriage.

I have had the privilege
of witnessing the good
fruits of Retrouvaille over

the course of my priestly ministry. I am very pleased
that we are able to begin offering Retrouvaille in the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City on a more regular
basis. Please share this information with anyone who
might benefit from such an opportunity.

For more information, visit HelpOurMarriage.com
or call Oklahoma City Retrouvaille at (405) 443-3541,
or you may contact the Family Life Office at (405)
721-8944.

Retrouvaille is a Lifeline
for Struggling Marriages
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
February 10 — TET Mass and Celebration, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 11:45 a.m.
February 12 — Finance Council Meeting, Catholic Pastoral Center, 2 p.m.
February 12 — Catholic Relief Services Committee Teleconference, 3 p.m.
February 13 — School Mass at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, 9:40 a.m.
February 14 — Envisioning Leadership Team Meeting, Catholic Pastoral Center, 10 a.m.
February 15 — Mass and Blessing of Chapel at St. Anthony Shawnee Hospital, 12 noon
February 16 — Mass at Catholic Men’s Conference, 4:30 p.m.
February 17 — Rites of Election, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 2, 4:30 and 7 p.m.
February 18 - February 19 — Visit Seminarians at St. Meinrad School of Theology
February 20 — Priests Council Meeting, Catholic Pastoral Center, 9:30 a.m.
February 20 — Mass at Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel, 11:30 a.m.
February 20 — Annual Meeting of Cemetery Board, Catholic Pastoral Center, 2 p.m.
February 21 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City, 9 a.m.
February 22 — Catholic Foundation Board Meeting, St. Francis Xavier Church, Enid, 1 p.m.
February 22 — Blessing of Holy Innocents Chapel, Oklahoma City, 7 p.m.
February 24 — Confirmation, St. Anthony of Padua Church, Okeene, 10:30 a.m.

Luke 5:4

Volume 35, Number 3

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

“But when marriages falter, where can
couples turn? When couples struggle

with the challenges of living out their
marriage covenant, they still need our

support. Good support through marriage
and family counseling is available
through the St. Joseph Counseling

Center at Catholic Charities. As part of
our commitment to support marriage

and families, we are establishing in the
Archdiocese a program to help couples

whose marriages are unraveling, or who
have already experienced separation 

and divorce but want to try again. The
need for such a program is evident. In
our society, up to half of all first-time

marriages are ending in divorce. A 
significantly higher percentage of second

marriages end the same way.”
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February

In Spanish: Holy Angels
Parish invites you to the
celebration of their Lenten Mission
2013.

Faith in Christ: Gift and Response
with speaker Pedro A. Moreno.

Saturday, Feb. 16 in the morning.
Mini-mission with the children in
RE.

Saturday, Feb. 16 and Sunday,
Feb. 17, invitation to the mission at
each Mass.

Monday, Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m.,
Faith in a God of Love and
Kindness.

Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 7:30 p.m.,
Faith in the Promise of God to
Conquer Evil.

Wednesday, Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m.,
Faith in Christ, the Conqueror of
Sin.

St. Patrick Parish, Oklahoma
City, Penance Service, Feb. 20 at
6 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 21 at 7:30 p.m.,
Faith in Christ, the Eucharist as
Food of Love.

St. Mary Parish, Ponca City,
Lenten Mission, Feb. 17, 18 and
19 at 7 p.m. with Father Kevin
Ratterman.

St. John the Baptist Parish,
Edmond, Lenten Mission, Feb. 18,
19, 20 and 21 with Rev. Lawrence R.
Richards of Erie, Pa.

Epiphany Parish, Oklahoma City,
Lenten Mission, Feb. 24, 25 and 26
with Father Boyer.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
Oklahoma City, Lenten Mission,
Feb. 25 and 26 and Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.
each evening with Father Jim
Goins.

Christ the King Parish, Oklahoma
City, Penance Service, Wednesday,

Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.

Christ the King Parish, Lenten
Mission with the Apostles of the
Interior Life, Feb. 22-27.

Saint Francis Xavier Parish,

Enid, Penance Service, Feb. 28 at 7
p.m.

St. John Nepomuk Parish, Yukon,
Penance Service, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m.

March

St John the Baptist Parish,
Edmond, Penance Service, March 4
at 6:30 p.m.

Epiphany Parish, Oklahoma City,
Penance Service, March 10 at 5 p.m.

St. Mark, Norman, Lenten
Mission, March 10, 11 and 12.
Guest preacher Brendan Moss, OSB
(St. Meinrad).

St. Francis of Assisi Church,
Oklahoma City, Lenten Penance
Rite, Tuesday, March 12 at 7 p.m.

St. Peter Parish, Woodward,
Penance Service, March 13 at 6:30
p.m.

St. Monica Parish, Edmond,
Penance Service, March 13 from 6:30
to 8 p.m.

St. Ann Church, Elgin, Penance
Service, March 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Parish Lenten Penance Rite

one’s needs. Eating solid
foods between meals is not
permitted.

What does abstinence
mean?

The law of abstinence
forbids the eating of meat;
Fridays of Lent are days
of abstinence from meat.

Other voluntary acts of
self-denial are encouraged
for Catholics during this
penitential season.

Can anyone be dispensed
or excused from the fast
and/or abstinence of
Lenten?

Individuals with just cause
may be dispensed by a priest.
Those who are ill or have a
similar serious reason are
excused from the observance of
fast and abstinence.

Catholics are reminded
that they should not lightly
excuse themselves from this
obligation and if they do so,
they then need to compensate
with prayer and other
voluntary acts of penance.

definition of a “religious employer” to
be any nonprofit organization that fits
into Internal Revenue Code, Section
6033(a)(3)(A)(i) or (iii), which “refers to
churches, their integrated auxiliaries, and
conventions or associations of churches, as
well as to the exclusively religious activities
of any religious order.”

This “would primarily include churches,
other houses of worship and their affiliated
organizations,” the administration said, giving
the examples of parochial schools or soup
kitchens run by a church or mosque.

Religious organizations that do not meet
these qualifications would not be given an
exemption. Instead, these nonprofit groups
would be given an “accommodation,” by
which their employees will receive the free
contraception coverage “through separate
individual health insurance policies” provided
automatically by the organizations’ health
insurance issuers.

In the case of self-insured organizations, a
third-party administrator would work with
a health insurance issuer to provide this
coverage.

According to the federal government, this
coverage can be provided free of charge
because the “tremendous health benefits”
of contraception will lower the overall health-
care costs for women using it.

The suggested health mandate changes,
issued in an 80-page document, are complex
and require additional analysis to determine
their implication for specific organizations,
officials said. However, legal experts initially
expressed concern that the proposals do not
fully address the religious liberty issues at
stake.

“We’re doubtful that anyone who wasn’t
already covered by the exemption would now
be covered,” Duncan explained in a conference
call. He added that “the administration has
said itself that the (changes made to the
exemption) won’t make any difference as to
the scope” of the mandate.

“Having reviewed this proposal today,”

he said, “we have to say we are deeply dis-
appointed.”

“Today’s announcement is a veiled attempt
by the Obama administration to silence us,”
added Matt Smith, president of the Catholic
Advocate.

“The religious entities able to ‘opt-out’ are
still a minority of those affected,” he observed.
“Our government should not be picking
winners and losers when it comes to preserv-
ing our most cherished religious liberties.”

George Mason University law professor
Helen Alvaré explained that the expansion
added to the exemption “is as small as the
government could make it.”

Alvaré helped found “Women Speak for
Themselves,” a diverse group of women who
object to political figures claiming to speak
on behalf of all women in promoting the
mandate.

“These new regulations are very long and
very convoluted and very intent on exempting
the fewest folks possible,” she said in a state-
ment.

In addition, Alvaré noted that the suggested
changes would completely fail to protect
non-religious organizations, individuals and
for-profit businesses, adding that this fact is
particularly “disturbing.”

“In America, the right of religious freedom
extends to all,” she said.

Non-religious groups also objected to
the announcement, arguing that the
government’s solution failed to protect their
freedom of conscience.

Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the
Susan B. Anthony List, a group that promotes
pro-life politicians, argued that the proposal
unfairly excludes organizations that do not
identify with a certain religion.

“(T)here must be no religious ‘test’ by
the government as to who, and what type
of entities, are entitled to a conscience,” she
said in a statement.

“We demand respect for non-religious
entities such as the Susan B. Anthony List
that recognize the taking of human life is the
antithesis of health care,” she said.

Many groups — including the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops — said they
are awaiting a full legal analysis of the
proposed changes before they issue a
comment.

“We welcome the opportunity to study
the proposed regulations closely,” said
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New York,
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

Mandate continued from Page 1 

Lenten
continued from Page 1 

“Today’s announcement is a veiled 
attempt by the Obama administration to
silence us. The religious entities able to

‘opt-out’ are still a minority of those 
affected,” he observed. “Our government

should not be picking winners and 
losers when it comes to preserving our

most cherished religious liberties.”
Matt Smith, President

Catholic Advocate



OKLAHOMA CITY — Six months before 168
people lost their lives to a terrorist’s bomb,
Catholic Charities moved from its office a few
blocks from the downtown Murrah Federal
Building to its new home on Classen Boulevard.
Tim O’Connor calls that move a “turning point” for
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City.

O’Connor officially stepped down from his
position as executive director for Catholic
Charities earlier this month. After a few months of
getting acquainted with the organization and the
community it serves, his successor, Patrick Raglow,
has scrapped the “interim” label and has assumed
the role of executive director of the Catholic
Charities ministry.

O’Connor spent 28 years leading Catholic
Charities. When he started in 1984, it was a
ministry that operated on about $400,000. Today,
it’s a multi-faceted organization that last year
topped $2 million in donor support.

When Archbishop Charles Salatka hired
O’Connor in 1984 to lead Catholic Charities,
its focus was mainly on adoption and refugee
services. Those areas are still highly regarded but
today there is considerably more.

Catholics Charities now focuses on serving the
homeless, especially women and children, and is
heavily involved in respond-
ing to long-term needs for
those impacted by
disasters such as fires and
tornadoes.

Under O’Connor’s watch,
Catholic Charities expanded
into housing for senior adults
and families living on less
than moderate incomes.
Faith Community Nursing is
a ministry that now provides
care to those in need in a
number of parishes through-
out the Archdiocese, and
Catholic Charities today
operates offices in Clinton,
Enid, Lawton and Guymon
as well as Oklahoma City.

Transitional housing for
those working to assimilate
back into the community and
the workforce is supported
by Catholic Charities as is
the Saint Joseph Counseling
Center that addresses in-
dividual and family concerns.

Immigrants to Oklahoma
turn to Catholic Charities
for an array of assistance,
including legal services. And
under O’Connor, Catholic
Charities has developed a
strong voice in areas of social
action, legislative advocacy
and education all rooted in
Catholic Social Teaching.

But it was April 19, 1995,
that O’Connor believes set
Catholic Charities on a new
course. Oklahomans know
the day well. Timothy
McVeigh filled a truck with
fertilizer and exploded it in
front of the Murrah Federal
Building, killing 168 people,
including 19 children
enrolled in an onsite day
care.

“I think after the bombing,
people perceived Catholic

Charities in a
different way,”
O’Connor said.
He said through
the grace of
God, Catholic
Charities had
just completed
its move from
downtown
Oklahoma City
to its new home
on Classen, a
little over a mile from the Murrah Building.

“If we had still been downtown, we would not
have been able to function,” O’Connor said. “The
streets around the offices were closed for days
after the bombing.”

Following the bombing, workers with Catholic
Charities sprang into action. O’Connor said
Archbishop Eusebius Beltran approved purchasing
death certificates for those killed in the bombing,
alleviating that burden for the families who were
devastated by the violent action.

Besides gathering the
death certificates, Catholic
Charities also stayed
connected to the families.
Counseling was offered as
well as long-term assistance.
Parishes impacted by the
bomb received a great deal of
compassion from Catholic
Charities.

“Saint John’s in Edmond
lost eight parishioners,”
O’Connor said.

Another segment of the
community, the Vietnamese,
were deeply impacted by
the bombing. This growing
population had fled a war-torn
country only to see violence on
a massive scale follow them to
their new home.

“I think our reaction to
the bombing caused the
perception of Catholic
Charities to change, both
in the community as well
as the Church,” O’Connor
said.

O’Connor said he is proud of
the “ecumenical work” done
during his 28 years with
Catholic Charities. “I think
we’ve built a lot of bridges as
we came together as faith-
based organizations.”

He’s also proud that readers
of The Oklahoman newspaper
last year named Catholic
Charities the winner of the
Readers Choice Award. While
not opposed to government
support, O’Connor said he is
moved by the fact Catholic
Charities is able to do what it
does with virtually all local
funding, meaning its support
comes from those who believe
in what it does.

In O’Connor’s words,
Catholic Charities lives the
Faith.
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O’Connor — Catholic Charities Lives the Faith
Move Before Bombing Turning Point for Organization, Former Director Says

By Ray Dyer
Sooner Catholic

Former
Catholic

Charities
Executive

Director Tim
O’Connor in
front of the

offices of the
organization he
led for 28 years.

(Photo/Ray
Dyer)

OKLAHOMA CITY — Christopher Reen,
publisher of the Daily Oklahoman, will be
the honorary ambassador at this year’s
Green Tie Gala on Friday, March 8. The gala
is held annually to raise support for Catholic
Charities of Oklahoma City’s homeless
services. Specifically, the funds raised
support the ministries of the Sanctuary
Women’s Development Center in Oklahoma
City and The Holy Family Home in Midwest
City.

Reen said he was happy to be a part of the
gala because he believes in the ministry of
Catholic Charities and the two ministries
that benefit from the evening. As part of the
evening’s events, Reen will be offering a few
words about Catholic Charities’ ministry.

“I want to focus on the importance of
Catholic Charities’ ideal that they serve any
and all needy people in our community,”
Reen said. “They uphold the Benedictine
ideal of helping without prejudice.”

Reen’s family moved to the metro nine
years ago when he was offered a position at
the Oklahoman. Two years later, he was
promoted to president and publisher. His
family attends St. John the Baptist Church
in Edmond.

“We moved here from upstate New York,
and we really caught this city at the right
time,” he said. “We didn’t have any real
opinion about Oklahoma City at the time,
but as we transitioned here, we could just
feel the momentum.”

Reen said he looks forward to helping
support two vital ministries to women and
children. “Both these ministries help women
and children who have been in circum-
stances like homelessness and domestic
violence,” he said. “Catholic Charities helps
them get on a path to prosperity, while
supporting their basic human rights.”

Sanctuary Women’s Center began in April

2009 when Our Lady of Guadalupe Church
near Stockyard City was converted into a
pilot project of Catholic Charities. The
ministry focuses on women and children,
trying to assist them from homelessness or
transitional housing to permanent housing.
Additionally, according to Catholic Charities,
the ministry seeks “to provide social services
to homeless and at-risk women and their
children including resource referral and
assistance accessing services such as day
care and Early Head Start, vocational and
employment development, solution-focused
advocacy and self-efficacy group.”

The Holy Family Home in Midwest City
provides temporary residence and home-
lessness and community-based services to
women and their children. The new program
was launched in 2012, utilizing a wholistic
approach to allow residents to “work with
professional staff, setting goals regarding job
training, employment, education, income and
personal growth to create their own program
that will lead them to independence.”

The Green Tie Gala is tasked with raising
the $800,000 required to fully fund these
two ministries. Toward that end, the gala
includes an auction, featuring a signed
Kevin Durant jersey, a signed Russell
Westbrook jersey, court-side seats for an
upcoming Thunder game, clothing from Mr.
Ooley’s, a dinner for 18 with Father Rick
Stansberry at The Petroleum Club, and a
weekend getaway to Bison Bluff Ranch.

A video presentation will be shown prior
to Reen’s speech, featuring the work of
Sanctuary and The Holy Family Home. Reen
said he will also touch on the importance of
a strong Catholic community, reflecting on
his upbringing in a devout Catholic family
and Catholic schools in New York.

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at The
Skirvin Hilton. More information is avail-
able at Catholic Charities of Oklahoma
City’s website, or by calling (405) 523-3000.

Daily Oklahoman Publisher to be Honorary
Ambassador at Green Tie Gala
By Greg Horton

For the Sooner Catholic
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Catholic women from across
Oklahoma will have the
opportunity to view a relic from a
future saint at their upcoming
conference. A lock of hair from
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta will be
available for veneration at the
Oklahoma Catholic Women’s
Conference on March 2. The
keynote speaker will also talk
about her experiences working
with Mother Teresa.

In 2003, Pope John Paul II
beatified Mother Teresa, who died
in 1997. The process leading up to
the beatification has been the
shortest in modern history. Less
than two years after Mother
Teresa’s death, the Pope waived the
normal five-year waiting period
and allowed the immediate opening
of her canonization cause.

The seventh annual Oklahoma
Catholic Women’s Conference will
be held on Saturday, March 2 at
the Meridian Conference Center at
I-40 and Meridian in Oklahoma
City.

The conference will include a
morning Mass with Archbishop
Paul Coakley, Adoration,
Reconciliation, and a vendor area.

Four general sessions and two
new breakout sessions for teens,
featuring nationally and locally
known speakers, have been
scheduled, and vendors have
contracted to set up booths selling
books, clothing and religious items.

Through Feb. 18, the registration
fee is $50, and $30 for students,
and includes a box lunch and
drink. After Feb. 15, the registra-
tion fee is $60, and will be accepted
as space permits. Registrations can
be submitted on the conference
website using PayPal, or by mailing
in a registration form available on
the website or in parish offices.

Author and national speaker
Susan Conroy will give two
presentations:
Mother Teresa’s Lessons of
Love and Secrets of Sanctity

As an idealistic young volunteer,
author Susan Conroy spent a
summer serving in one of Mother
Teresa’s orphanages and in the
Home for the Dying. This is an
account you won’t soon forget, told
with simple and loving directness
by an eyewitness.
The End of the Present World
and the Mysteries of the Future
Life

This is the book that so greatly
influenced the life and spirituality

of St. Therese, “the greatest saint
of modern times.”

Learn more about Susan at
www.susanconroy.com.

Dr. Mary Martin, practicing in
Oklahoma City, is one of the
nation’s few NFP-only obstetrician-
gynecologists.
Barefoot, Pregnant and Stupid:
What Catholicism Actually
Teaches about Women’s Health
Care

How can a board-certified
obstetrician-gynecologist make a
living without resorting to birth
control pills for the treatment of
endometriosis, or acne or painful
menstrual cramps? Come listen as
Dr. Martin relates her poignant
and humorous faith conversion to
one of the fewer than 50 ob/gyn
physicians in North America who
practices in full compliance with
Catholic doctrine.

Learn more about Dr. Martin at
www.marymartinmd.com.

Mary Poirier and her family
travel throughout the country serv-
ing the church through missions,
retreats, conferences and concerts.
Family Intimacy, Sin and
Redemption: A Testimony of
HOPE

Mary shares her life testimony
of struggle, triumph, loss and
redemption. From childhood
memories highlighting the im-
portance of family intimacy to the
devastating effects of sin and the
healing power of the sacraments.

Learn more about Mary at
www.prayerbreaks.org.

Speakers and topics for the teen
sessions are:
Dr. Mary Martin

The “Pill” is not the answer to
painful periods and other health
concerns. Learn how an informed
Catholic young woman should
approach her doctor.
Lorryn McGarry

Lorryn McGarry lives in Edmond
and has worked in teen ministries
and as a Birth Choice counselor.
10 Life-Altering Steps to
Finding Your Soulmate

Lorryn will walk you through
practical and concrete steps to not
only discern God’s Will for your
life, but to also increase your
chances of attracting the kind of
man you have always dreamed of.

For registration and more
information, call (405) 396-6292,
email ocwc@OCWConference.com,
or visit the conference website at
www.OCWConference.com.

The Catholic Foundation
of Oklahoma is accepting ap-
plications for college scholarships
for the 2013-2014 academic
year. All forms and required
information must be submitted to
the Catholic Foundation Office no
later than Tuesday, April 2, 2013,
in order to be considered. You can
obtain an application from your
pastor or Director of Religious
Education, or you may down-
load an application from the
Foundation website at www.-
cfook.org.

Each year the Catholic
Foundation awards college
scholarships to an estimated 70
students from throughout the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.
The scholarship recipients are
determined based on financial
need, academic achievement and
service to church and community.
The recipient must be a full-time
student and a permanent
resident of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City. Scholarships are
renewed for all recipients for four
years of undergraduate study as
long as the student maintains a
3.0 cumulative GPA.

Scholarship committee
chairman Alan Aneshansley, from
Clinton’s St. Mary Church and
Catholic Foundation Board
member, commented, “Catholic
Foundation is offering Catholic
college students a $1,500 per
year scholarship for up to four
years of undergraduate study.
This is a $6,000 value. Catholic
students have received scholar-
ships from the Foundation for
over 40 years. The Foundation is
proud of its record of giving back

to the parishes throughout the
Archdiocese in support of this
wonderful education program.”

While all scholarships are
awarded regardless of the college
or university chosen by the
applicant, students attending a
Catholic university receive
double the Catholic Foundation
award of $1,500. Additionally, St.
Gregory’s University in Shawnee
matches the Catholic Foundation
scholarships for students attend-
ing this Catholic institution.

In addition to scholarships
awarded from the Catholic
Foundation Endowment Fund,
special scholarships are awarded
to students through several
named funds at the Foundation.
These include the Bob Little
Pastoral Music Scholarship (for
pastoral music majors); the
C.W. and Frances Aneshansley
Scholarship (for students from
St. Mary Church, Clinton); the
Amelia Davis and Elizabeth
Davis Lawrence Scholarship (for
students from Enid, Okarche, El
Reno); the Evelyn and Katherine
Hau Scholarship (for students
from Enid and Okarche); the
Dr. and Mrs. Francis Duffy
Scholarships (for students
attending St. Gregory’s
University); the P.B. Connelly
Medical Scholarship (for a
student attending the OU School
of Medicine); and the Helen
Hall Nursing Scholarship (for a
student enrolled in a nursing
school or program).

If you have any questions,
please contact the Catholic
Foundation office at (405) 721-
4115.

McKenzie Housh, a 2012 graduate of Mount St. Mary Catholic High School and
recent college scholarship recipient from the Catholic Foundation, is shown here
accepting her HS diploma from Archbishop Paul Coakley. (Photo courtesy)

Catholic Foundation Scholarship
Applications Due by April 2

Women’s Conference to Feature
Mother Teresa’s Lessons of Love

OKLAHOMA CITY — A
Women’s Prayer Retreat will be
held Saturday, Feb. 23 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. James the
Greater Catholic Church, 4201 S.
McKinley Ave.

All ladies are invited to attend
this Lenten Prayer retreat. There
is no charge to attend this retreat
and no reservations are required.

A soup and salad lunch will be

provided by the St James Altar
Society and desserts will be
served courtesy of the Central
Region Council of Catholic
Women. Contact Jodie Ford at
831-8340 for any questions about
the retreat.

This event is sponsored by
St. James Altar Society and
Central Region Council of
Catholic Women.

Lenten Ladies Prayer Retreat Set
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By Rex Hogan
For the Sooner Catholic

OKLAHOMA CITY — Because of
basketball players at the state’s four
Catholic high schools, Oklahoma
City Catholic Charities clients are
staying warmer, are keeping cleaner
and their babies are staying more
comfortable.

The two-day Hoops 4 Hope
tournament ended Jan. 19 at the
Mount St. Mary gym. Athletes and
students from Tulsa Cascia Hall and
Bishop Kelley, and Oklahoma City
Bishop McGuinness and Mount
St. Mary donated clothes such as
hats, gloves and scarves, soap and
detergents, diapers, personal hygiene
items, food and money for Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City.

This was the second year the
charity tournament featuring the
four Catholic high schools was held.
Last year, the teams played in Tulsa
and gave donations to Tulsa Catholic
Charities.

Will Banowsky, director of
development for Oklahoma City
Catholic Charities, said the
tournament brought in “a U-Haul full
of items.

“We’re still sorting through every-
thing. We know we have 700 pairs
of socks. We got a lot of diapers
and laundry detergent. It’s just
phenomenal,” Banowsky said.

Catholic Charities also received a
$5,000 check.

“These things are going to help our
clients for months and it’s really cut

down on our expenses. I can’t really
express in words what kind of a
blessing this is,” he said.

The athletes started the
tournament by attending Mass at
Sacred Heart Church. Tulsa Bishop
Edward J. Slattery delivered the
homily.

“It’s ingrained in us to be the best.
From an early age we hear, ‘Be a
winner,’” Bishop Slattery said. “This
event is about blessing. God has
given you the gift of athletic ability.
You should say to yourself, ‘Dear
Lord, I’m going to do my best, to use
the talent you’ve given me.’

“You should take away an
increased consciousness that the call
of a Christian, as Jesus said, is to
take care of others first,” he said. The
message wasn’t lost on Cascia Hall
senior forward Jaime Rahilly. It was
her father, Cascia Hall boys basket-
ball coach Brian Rahilly, who helped
start the first charity tournament
last year.

“It’s more than just a basketball
game. It’s us using our talents to give
back,” she said.

“It’s schools from Tulsa and
Oklahoma City coming together as
one community and helping people
who are not as fortunate as we are,”
Rahilly said.

Mount St. Mary senior forward
Dylan Murray said the bishop’s
message is clear.

“This is showing how kids as
competitive as us can come together
and donate for a really good cause,”
he said.

Hoopsters Bring Hope to
Oklahoma City Families

The spring Parish Faith and
Ministry Formation presentations
will include a three-part Parish
Office Staff In-Service series,
Lenten Reflections in English and
Spanish and Training for Liturgical
Ministers.

Training to support parish office
staff will be offered on three
Thursdays, Feb. 21, March 21 and
April 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Topics will include the role of staff
in parish ministry, best practices for
church office operations, healthy
boundaries and strengthening
communication skills.

Lenten reflections will explore
the topics of “Forgiveness” on
Saturday, March 2, 9:30 a.m. to
11 a.m. in Spanish, and Sunday,
March 3, 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in
English.

A presentation on “Losses: What
Do I Say?” will be held on Thursday,
March 7, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Skills and responses will be
discussed that show support, love
and compassion when dealing with
loss and tragedy.

“Using Rituals for the Healing
Process” will be held on Thursday,
March 14, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Rituals that have been used to
promote healing and how to in-
corporate them into our lives will be
discussed.

Communion Minister and Lector
Training will be held on Saturday,
March 9 in English to parishioners
who would like to strengthen
their skills and knowledge of
these liturgical ministries. The
training for Communion Ministers
will be from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
and for Lectors from 10:30 a.m.
until noon.

More information will be
available in the Sooner Catholic
and on the Archdiocesan website.
This series is offered by the
Parish Outreach and Program
Development Office at Catholic
Charities and by the Archdiocesan
Pastoral Ministry Office.

For more details, call Catholic
Charities at (405) 523-3003 or the
Pastoral Ministry Office at (405)
721-4208.

Spring Parish Faith and Ministry
Formation In-Service Series Offered

Bishop Slattery and Mount St. Mary Chaplain, Father Cory Stanley, outside Sacred
Heart Church following Mass. The Mass was celebrated prior to the Hoops 4 Hope
Basketball Tournament. (Photo courtesy)Catholic Radio Five Days a Week

KTLR FM 94.1 OKC         KTLR 890 AM OKC
KOEG 88.3 Lawton                     KIOP 88.3 Prague

FM 94.1 Schedule:
Monday - Friday: 1 p.m. - 7 a.m.
Saturday from 6 p.m. - midnight; Sunday from 7:30 p.m. - midnight

AM 890 Schedule:
Monday - Friday: 1 p.m. - until station sign-off at dusk.
Saturday from 6 p.m. - midnight; Sunday from 7:30 p.m. - midnight

KIOP 88.3 Schedule:
24 hours/day

Sunday Mass at noon from St. Mark Church in Norman on KTLR

Go to 
www.okcatholicbroadcasting.com

for the current schedule of programs.



February 10, 2013   7Sooner Catholic 

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Apostles of the Interior Life, an
order of nuns from Overland
Park, Kan., will lead a Lenten
mission at Christ the King
Feb. 23-27.

The mission will begin with a
potluck dinner at 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 23 to welcome
Sister Loredana Mazzei, Sister
Debbie Li and Sister Susan
Pieper, the order’s founder. On
Sunday evening at 5 p.m., high
school students will come to
Christ the King for a pizza party
and prayer with the Apostles.
Christ the King normally has
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament every Monday from 7
a.m. until benediction at 6:30
p.m. Adoration will be extended
to Tuesday and Wednesday as
well during the mission, and the
Blessed Sacrament will be
exposed during the mission’s
evening sessions, which begin at
7 p.m. and conclude around 8:30
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. Benediction will take
place at evening sessions with
group sharing and a brief Q and
A afterward on Monday and
Tuesday.

The Apostles will be available
during the day to meet on-on-one
with anyone seeking spiritual
guidance and to visit the
parish school and home-bound
parishioners. There is no charge
for the mission sessions, and non-
parishioners are welcome. The
evening sessions will take place
in the church. Please remember
when you arrive at Christ the
King that the Blessed Sacrament
will be exposed. Reverent silence
is requested as you settle into
your seats.

The Apostles of the Interior
Life are a young order of conse-
crated women who have taken
vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience, and are dedicated full
time to spiritual direction and
evangelization. The order’s web-
site is a wealth of information
about the founding, vocation
stories, and work of this truly
amazing group. Please visit
www.apostlesofil.com to learn
more about them.

For more information on the
mission, please contact Christ the
King’s DRE, Jenni Butch, at
(405) 843-4766, or by email at
jenni@ckokc.org.

Reflecting on the Journey — A Gift by Will

One of the most important steps you can take to
ensure your journey continues to leave a lasting
legacy is to prepare a Will. A Gift by Will means that
you include in your Will a return to the Lord for all
the blessings He has bestowed on you.

The ultimate objective of our stewardship
(management) of God’s property is to do with it
what He (the Owner) wants us (the managers) to do
with it. In practical terms, you state in your Will

that the Church will receive all or part of the wealth
that you have accumulated on earth during your
faith journey which you must leave behind for
others. A bequest to the Church can range from a
simple cash donation up to an Endowment Fund
(named in your memory) for a larger contribution. 

For more information on designating the Catholic
Church in your will, please contact the Catholic
Foundation.

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@catharchdioceseokc.org

CORNERSTONE

On Saturday, Jan. 19, the St. Philip
Neri Future City Team won the National
Engineering Week Oklahoma Regional
Competition. The team competed against
16 other teams from around the state.
The teams built SimCity 4 computer
cities, wrote 1,000-word essays on
Managing Runoff Water, created a city
narrative, built a model city to scale and
presented their cities to judges from all
disciplines of the engineering fields.

St. Philip Neri also won a special

award for Best Essay. The team consists
of seventh- and eighth-graders, Eduardo
Brito, Ricky Cortes, Tiffany Doan,
Andrew Kent, Cheyenne Martin, John
Mullooly, Catherine Nguyen, Matthew
Nguyen, Jacqueline Oh and Alexa
Sheppard. The three presenters,
Cheyenne, Jacqueline and Alexa, will
travel to the national competition in
February with their teacher, Sue
Hawkins, and their engineering mentor,
John Alexin.

From left, Tiffany Doan, Jacqueline Oh, Ricky Cortes, Eduardo Brito, John Mulloly,
Catherine Nguyen, Alexa Sheppard, Cheyenne Martin, Andrew Kent and Matthew Nguyen.
(Photo courtesy)

St. Philip Neri Team Captures
Future City Regional Competition

Nuns to Lead Lenten
Mission at Christ the King

Pope Benedict XVI asked Christians
to proclaim God’s love with “boldness,
humility and coherence” like Jesus.

“Let us ask the Lord to give each of
us a spirit of courage and wisdom, so
that in our words and actions, we may
proclaim the saving truth of God’s
love with boldness, humility and co-
herence,” said Pope Benedict in his
remarks after the Sunday Angelus
prayer.

“Jesus did not come to seek the
consent of men, but to give testimony
to the truth,” Pope Benedict told the
thousands of pilgrims gathered at St.
Peter’s Square.

“The true prophet does not obey any-
one other than God and places himself

at the service of truth, ready to pay in
person,” he added from the window of
the Apostolic Palace.

He noted that “it is true that Jesus
is the prophet of love, but love has its
own truth.”

He explained that love and truth are
“two names for the same reality” and
“two names of God.

The pontiff added that the Sunday
liturgy echoes the words of St. Paul.

“Love does not boast, it is not puffed
up with pride, it is not disrespectful,

it does not seek its own interests
and does not get angry,” said Pope
Benedict. “It does not take into account
a wrong suffered, does not rejoice over
wrongdoings but rejoices with the
truth.”

The Pope said that to believe in God
is to “give up prejudices and accept the
concrete face in which he has revealed
himself, the man Jesus of Nazareth.”

“This way also leads to recognize
him and serve him in others,” he said.

He talked about the Sunday reading

in which Jesus reads a passage of the
Old Testament at a synagogue.

Jesus said that “no prophet is
accepted in his own country” and
named two miracles performed by the
prophets Elijah and Elisha.

Pope Benedict said Jesus’ words
“showed that sometimes there is more
faith outside of Israel.”

“At that point the reaction was
unanimous as all rose to hunt him
down and to try to throw him off a cliff,
but he calmly passes through the
angry people and leaves,” said Pope
Benedict.

“Why did Jesus want to cause
this failure?” he asked. “But this is
precisely the point: Jesus did not come
to seek the consent of men, but to give
testimony to the truth.”

Pope — Proclaim God’s Love with Boldness, Humility, Coherence
By Estefania Aguirre

CNA/EWTN News “Jesus did not come to seek the consent of men, but to
give testimony to the truth. The true prophet does not
obey anyone other than God and places himself at the

service of truth, ready to pay in person.”
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Hannah
Whitman has attended the March
for Life in Washington, D.C., for 12
consecutive years.

She’s 18.
A student at St. Gregory’s University,

Whitman joined some 225 other
Oklahoma Catholics on a cross-country
bus journey to our nation’s capital. On
Jan. 25 they joined with more than
500,000 others, who like them, made
their way to Washington for one
purpose, to be a voice for the voiceless,
the unborn who since 1973 have lost
their lives to abortion.

This was the 40th anniversary of
the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court
decision that made abortion on demand
the law of the land. Since that time, an
estimated 55 million lives have been
lost to abortion. It’s a number that has
not gone unnoticed by the under 30
crowd that made up the vast majority
of the people marching in Washington
on a bitterly cold day.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley joined
the Oklahoma Catholics as they made
their way through the streets of D.C. to
the Supreme Court building. The event
is billed as a March, but it’s more like
a crawl. You can’t move a half-million
pedestrians through a city street in
anything faster than a crawl.

The event is filled with moments of
great hope and inspiration. Like the
woman, hunched over and making her
way along the route with the help of a
walker, or the group of teens, stopping

to help the older man who stumbled.
And there was great joy coming from
many directions. Consider the two
priests, dressed as the Blues Brothers,
one blowing on the harmonica while
the other belted out the Roe v. Wade
blues. And there was the pep band
accompanied by teens and college
students chanting energetic pro-life
slogans while bouncing up and down as
if on invisible pogo sticks.

Father Don Wolf of St. Benedict
Church in Shawnee and a member of
the St. Greg’s Board joined in the
March, as did a number of priests from
the Diocese of Tulsa. Anthony Keiser,
director of the Youth and Young Adult
Office for Tulsa, has organized the
pilgrimage for the past seven years.
Formerly of St. Benedict’s in Shawnee,
Keiser credited Nancy Housh, director
of the Oklahoma City Youth and Young
Adult Office, as being his mentor.

Keiser said just about every year
another bus is added to the caravan,
needed to carry more Oklahoma
Catholics to the March for Life event.
He, along with Archbishop Coakley,
expressed hope that would again be the
case next year.

St. Gregory’s students joined with
peers from the University of Central
Oklahoma, the University of Oklahoma
and plenty of high schools to make the
pilgrimage. Not an hour into the bus
ride that left St. Greg’s on Jan. 22 were
riders praying the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy.

This young Faith is alive.
Prior to the March, students were

able to take in the historical sites of
D.C. and had the opportunity to meet
with Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Oklahoma,
and several staff members represent-
ing other members of Oklahoma’s
congressional delegation.

“Oklahoma is blessed in that our
entire congressional delegation is pro-
life,” said Kevin Calvey, vice president
of Oklahomans for Life Inc. Calvey
represents Oklahomans for Life on the
west side of the state, while Tony
Lauinger, also in attendance at the
March for Life, covers Tulsa and
eastern Oklahoma. Lauinger serves as
president of the pro-life organization.

The night before the March, the
Oklahomans joined with thousands to
celebrate Mass at the Basilica of the
Shrine of The Immaculate Conception.
The principal celebrant for the Mass
was Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston,
who offered a dire prediction when he
said a society that allows parents to
kill their children will eventually allow
children to kill their parents.

The next morning, with
temperatures in the mid-20s, hundreds
of  thousands gathered for the March
for Life. Pro-life signs dotted the land-
scape. Political leaders such as Rick
Santorum and Rand Paul addressed
the massive audience, as did Speaker of
the House John Boehner, via a taped
video message. Rep. Dan Lipinski, D-
Illinois, also delivered a taped message,
representing Democrats for Life.

During the March, some government
workers appeared on balconies over-
looking the street and applauded, with

some cheering wildly as the pro-lifers
made their way past their buildings.
“We love life,” a woman screamed from
a balcony.

At one point along the way, graphic
images of aborted babies were shown
on a large screen. An organization that
believes the public mind-set will not
change completely until people under-
stand the violence that is involved
in abortion was responsible for the
display. Some marchers stared at the
images, while others could not and
turned away.

For student Ashley Dale, this was
her fifth time to take part in the March
for Life. She said the event is a way for
young people from around the nation to
come together. Realizing they are all
united in the pro-life effort empowers
them to push for change, she said.

Laura Ruskoski said this was her
first time to take part in the March.
She said coming to understand the
“history” of the March generates a
desire to “help spread the word.”

Vincent Carrasco, a St. Greg’s
student, put it this way.

“This is my third year going on the
National March for Life and every
year I come I always get something
different out of it. It really is amazing
to be a part of something that you
know will help the faces of other
people. It is comforting to know that we
are not alone in this fight and that
there are people out there that are
willing to stand up with you and be the
voice for those who can’t speak for
themselves.”

By Ray Dyer
Sooner Catholic

Oklahoma Catholics Join National March for Life
Crowds mass during the National March for Life, with the Capitol in the background. About 225 Oklahoma Catholics, mostly students, traveled on a pilgrimage to the March,
some of whom have been part of the March for years. (Photo/Aliki Dyer)



February 10, 2013 9Sooner Catholic 

For the 40th time a group of
people gathered on the Mall in
Washington to protest the Roe vs.
Wade Supreme Court decision of
1973 legalizing abortion. It
was a cold day in D.C. with
temperatures hovering around 25
with added snow in
the afternoon. The
crowd numbered
in the hundreds of
thousands and they
marched from
their gathering
just above the
Washington
Monument, facing
the Capitol, to the
Supreme Court
building. It was an expression of the
right of the people to gather and
petition their government for
redress of their grievances. In this
case it was for redress of the
55,000,000 lives that have been
taken since the inception of
legalized abortion in the United
States.

As we walked, the one question
kept pounding through our heads: Is
it worth it? We have gathered now
for 40 years, are we doing the right
thing? Of course the answer keeps
coming down to a simple proposi-
tion: What else are we to do? At this
point there is no other pathway
forward that is clearer than this.

We can, of course, work through
the political system to change this
aspect of our collective political
lives. But the growing body of law
surrounding this Court decision
makes any political accomplish-
ment less and less likely. It also
contributes to a growing disillusion-
ment with the political process.

The Catholic Church in its
abortion position has been de-
livered over to the major political
party that opposes abortion. But in
the full-throated Catholic support of
this position, the leaders of the
party have ignored other Catholic
positions on the dignity of human
life in a variety of issues from
capital punishment to torture to
the extent that we have been
embarrassed. We have become a
political pawn in a game much
larger than ours. Political solutions,
at this point, seem far distant and
frankly distasteful.

But to cease working for such a
solution is just as unpalatable. If we
do not bring political pressure, we
acquiesce in a barbaric practice that
embarrasses us all in civil society.
Even liberal European societies are
red-faced at our unrestrained
abortion laws that make it legal to
take the life of a child in utero vir-
tually up to the moment of delivery.
To make no noise, to decide not to
capitalize on our political voice is to
cede the day to those who in their
political ascendancy are quite happy
to keep the status murderously quo.

We can never forget that millions
and millions of our citizens have
never been born due to the pre-
sumptions that produced this
policy. Shrugging our shoulders is
not an option.

Of course we have to reach out
to serve those most in need. Our
policies for child-raising, adoption,
medical care, motherhood and job
participation have to be congruent
with our concern for the health
and well-being of children. We can
never tire in our support of those
programs and possibilities that help
out parents and their children, no
matter the circumstances or the
situations of the parents. At the
same time, it is not sufficient simply
to subsume our citizenry in personal
charity and forget our responsibility
as a people of laws. We have to
redress this savagery in our midst
or else we risk becoming savages
ourselves.

So we march. It is indefinite, it is
uncertain, it is an expression of
weakness and not of strength, but it
is an expression that matters. And
as our presence grows on the Mall,
then our conviction is strengthened

that some day this barbarous
practice must end. At least we can
remember, as we stamp our feet and
struggle to stay warm, that we are
drawn together in our opposition. If
we can celebrate no other success
we know we are not alone. And the
beginning of success is to grow a
community of those who care. When
our community of conviction grows
large enough and loud enough, then
the seed we nurture now will grow
and flower.

Two other things will have to
happen. The first is that we will
have to convince the country that
we love those who are damaged by
this violence. We are not out to
change their minds, we are on the
Mall because we want to rescue the
lost. When the country can celebrate
that they have been found in the
midst of their being lost, then we
will have begun to bring about
change.

The other is when economists,
demographers and businessmen
begin talking about the price of
our choices, then we’ll be in a
position to effect change. These
voices will be cold and distant but
they will be effective. That’s when
individuals will begin to see some-
thing beyond the decision to abort,
when there is another future to
contemplate.

We make our case now based on
what God wants and we quote
Scripture, appeal to reason and
address morality. But God can
speak and realize His will just as
effectively through the tax roles, the
future of Social Security and profit
and loss statements.

When the voice of God becomes
clear there, the future of this
law will be in question. We
have to have the faith to per-
severe and celebrate the truth even
there.

Forty Years of Sacrifice, Commitment to Life

By Father
Don Wolf

“As we walked, the one question kept pounding through our heads: Is it 
worth it? We have gathered now for 40 years, are we doing the right thing? 
Of course the answer keeps coming down to a simple proposition: What else

are we to do? At this point there is no other pathway forward that is 
clearer than this.”
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On the March
Above, twin sisters Emily and Margo Borders, daughters of Chris and Elizabeth Borders,
St. John the Baptist, Edmond, met up in Washington, D.C. to participate in the 40th
Annual Walk for Life. Emily is a freshman at Marquette University and Margo is a
freshman at Boston College. Both took an overnight bus trip to attend the event. Despite
the cold, snowy weather, they said it was “very powerful.” (Photo/courtesy). At right, top
to bottom, Anthony Keiser, left, poses with students who rode St. Gregory’s University bus
to the National March for Life; pro-life parents bundled up their young to take part in
the March; and a couple of cold Oklahomans take part in the March for Life. (Photos/
Aliki Dyer)

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A lack of
faith in God can damage marriage,
even to the point of affecting its
validity, Pope Benedict XVI said.

“Faith in God, sustained by divine
grace, is therefore a very important
element for living in mutual dedication
and conjugal fidelity,” he said.

The Pope said he was not suggesting
there was a simple, automatic link
“between the lack of faith and the
invalidity of marriage.”

Rather, he hoped “to draw attention
to how such a lack may, although not
necessarily, also hurt the goods of
marriage,” given that referring to God’s
plan “is inherent in the covenant of
marriage.”

The Pope made his comments Jan.
26 during a meeting with members
of the Roman Rota, a Vatican-
based tribunal that deals mainly with
marriage cases.

The current crisis of faith has
brought with it a state of crisis for
the Christian vision of marriage as an
indissoluble bond between a man and
a woman, the Pope said.

“The indissoluble covenant between
man and woman does not require, for
the purpose of sacramentality, the
personal faith of those to be married,”
he said. “What is required, as the
minimum condition, is the intention of
doing what the church does” when it
declares a marriage is a sacrament.

While the question of intent should
not be confused with the question of
the individuals’ personal faith, “it is
not always possible to completely
separate them,” he said.

The Pope quoted Blessed John Paul
II’s speech to the Vatican court in 2003
in which he said, “an attitude on the
part of those getting married that does
not take into account the supernatural
dimension of marriage can render it
null and void only if it undermines

its validity on the natural level on
which the sacramental sign itself takes
place.”

“The Catholic Church has always
recognized marriages between the non-
baptized that become a Christian
sacrament through the baptism of the
spouses,” and it does not doubt “the
validity of the marriage of a Catholic
with a non-baptized person if it is
celebrated with the necessary dispen-
sation,” the late Pope had said.

Pope Benedict said such
considerations need further reflection,
especially in a secularized culture that
puts little faith in a person’s ability to
make a lifelong commitment and
fosters an incorrect understanding of
freedom and fulfillment.

Humanity is incapable of achieving
what is truly good without God, the
Pope said, and refusing God’s invita-
tion “leads to a deep imbalance in
all human relationships,” including
marriage.

While faith in God is “a very im-
portant” part of a marriage lived with
commitment and loyalty, it does not
mean that “loyalty and other (conjugal)
properties are not possible in natural
marriage between non-baptized”
spouses, who still receive the graces
that come from God.

It’s not the first time Pope Benedict
has called for a closer reflection on
the impact of an absence of faith in
determining marriage annulments.

During an unscripted question-
and-answer session with priests in
northern Italy in 2005, the Pope noted
the problem of people who married in
the church not because they were
believers but because they wanted a
traditional ceremony.

He said that when he was prefect of
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, he asked several bishops
conferences and experts to study
the problem, which in effect was “a
sacrament celebrated without faith.”

Pope — Lack of Faith Can Hurt, Damage Validity of Marriage
By Carol Glatz

Catholic News Service
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Oklahoma
City is the crossroads for victims —
including teenagers — who are being
driven all over the United States and
forced to work as sex slaves.

That’s why Catholic Charities of
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is
working to assist the victims of the
human trafficking trade.

Because of its location in the
United States as an intersection
of major interstate highways,
Oklahoma City sees an unusual
number — mostly females — of sex
trade victims being driven through
the state. Sometimes they are forced

to work the streets of Oklahoma City
and sometimes they are on their way
to larger cities.

Catholic Charities was among the
dozens of nonprofit and law enforce-
ment agencies — all members of the
Oklahoma Human Trafficking Task
Force — that sponsored a candlelight
vigil Jan. 25 at the state Capitol.

Tim O’Connor, who retired Feb. 1
as Catholic Charities executive
director, said the organization has
a long history of helping victims of
human trafficking.

“We do a lot of work in the area of
human trafficking involving immi-
gration issues,” O’Connor said. “Then
we can access them to case manage-
ment of other programs we have.”

Patrick Raglow, hired to take
O’Connor’s place, said Catholic
Charities will continue its work help-
ing human trafficking victims and
will continue its partnership with
Oklahomans Against Trafficking
Humans.

“This is one issue that everyone
agrees on,” Raglow said. He said
Catholic Charities has numerous
resources it can put into play to help
women get out of the slavery trap.

“We have a safe place of respite
where they can rest up and collect
themselves. We have legal services
we can provide and we can help if
they have children. We walk with
them through their journey and it’s a
daunting one,” Raglow said.

Members of
the

Oklahoma
Human

Trafficking
Task Force,

which
includes
Catholic

Charities,
gathered at

a Jan. 25
candlelight
vigil at the

state Capitol.
(Photo/

Rex Hogan)

Catholic Charities Helps Human Trafficking Victims
By Rex Hogan

For the Sooner Catholic

John A. Coakley Jr., 94, formerly of
Overland Park, Kan., died Jan. 30 at
St. Ann’s Home in Oklahoma City.
John was born Nov. 5, 1918, in City
Island, N.Y. He was a U.S. Army
veteran of World War II and served
during the Korean Conflict.

He was preceded in death by Mary,
his wife of 44 years; and by his
parents, John and Edna; his brothers,
James and Richard; and a sister, Edna
Grady.

He is survived by his second wife,
Stella Bisbee Coakley of Overland
Park, Kan.; sons, John III of Merriam,
Kan., and Paul (Archbishop of
Oklahoma City); as well as by a
daughter, Chris Berry of Tahlequah.
He is also survived by a brother,
Robert of DuBois, Pa.; and by grand-
sons, John IV and Brandon Berry, as
well as by a granddaughter, Sophia
Berry.

John was a lifelong Catholic and a
Fourth Degree member of the Knights
of Columbus. He spent his working life
in the retail business, most recently as
the owner of The Sacristy in Overland
Park.

A Vigil was held on Sunday, Feb. 3
at Our Lady’s Cathedral in Oklahoma
City. Mass of Christian Burial was
held Monday, Feb. 4 at Our Lady’s
Cathedral. Burial was in Resurrection
Cemetery in Lenexa, Kan., on
Tuesday, Feb. 5. Funeral arrange-
ments were handled by Smith &
Kernke.

Memorial offerings may be sent to
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City for
the education of seminarians.

John A. Coakley Jr.

Obituary
John A. Coakley Jr.

Sister Frances Eugenie (Florence
Brewster Harding), Discalced
Carmelite Nun, died peacefully Jan.
8, 2013, at home in the Carmelite
Monastery in Piedmont. She was
born May 29, 1917, in Commerce
to Eugene W. Harding and Gladys
(Greer) Harding.

She entered the Carmelite
Monastery in 1944 and made her
Profession of Vows on Oct. 6, 1946.
During her 68 years as a religious
nun, she served the community in
many ways such as council member,
librarian, seamstress, answering

phone calls and doorbells and
making ceramic pieces, especially
nativity sets.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, a sister and two nephews.

She is survived by three nieces
and one nephew and all her
religious Sisters at the Carmelite
Monastery.

A vigil was held on Friday, Jan.
11 in the Chapel at the Carmelite
Monastery at 20,000 N. County
Line Road. The Mass of Christian
Burial was held Saturday, Jan. 12,
2013, in the Chapel.

Obituary
Sister Frances Eugenie 

Obituary
Sister Mary Mark McGuire

Sister Frances Eugenie

Sister Mary Mark McGuire, member
of the Carmelite Sisters of Saint Therese
of the Infant Jesus, was taken up to the
Lord on the first Friday of February,
2013.

She was born, baptized and raised
in Oklahoma City. Her parents are
deceased. She has a sister, Clara Ann;
brothers, Ernie, Jim and John Patrick;
and many nieces, nephews, grand-nieces
and grand-nephews; and all her Sisters
in the Community of Carmelites of Saint
Therese of the Infant Jesus at Villa
Teresa Convent.

She was educated by the Mercy
Sisters at Bishop John Carroll School

and  Catholic High (now called Bishop
McGuinness High School). After
graduation she answered God’s call and
entered the religious community of the
Carmelite Sisters, where she received
the religious name of Sister Mary Mark
of Our Lady of Hope.

While as a Carmelite, she attended
many colleges and finally graduated
from Central State College (now named
University of Central Oklahoma in
Edmond.)  

Affectionately known as Sister M&M,
she  taught in Oklahoma for 25 1/2 years
at St. Patrick (Sand Springs), St. Charles
Borromeo, Villa Teresa and St. Philip

Neri (all in Oklahoma City), and eight
years in California, (Our Lady of
Guadalupe (Hermosa Beach), and
Queen of Angels (Riverside). She also
served as director of Our Holy Child
School in Moore for two years and as the
Carmelite Vocation Director for two
years.

She was gifted with a listening, under-
standing, loving heart. She lived up to
her title of Our Lady of Hope. She gave
hope and love to everyone she knew and
knew no stranger! She was never known
to be or speak unkindly to anyone.

As an educator she was outstanding.
Besides being popular with every staff

and a blessing to parents, she was full
of good sense, humor and respect for
each of her students. No child left
her class without learning to read! Her
experiences would fill a book and be a
best-seller!  

The doctors, staff and residents of
Grace Living Center in Bethany were so
grateful for her presence in their lives.

Grateful and enduring thanks go to
her former doctors, nurses, caregivers
and the staff at Grace Living Center and
the Good Shepherd Hospice during the
past few years. And blessings be on her
many visitors who cheered her and
whom she cheered.
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Hace unas semanas emití un Llamado a la Oración a través de la
Arquidiócesis invitando a la gente a orar por un mayor respeto por la vida,
el fortalecimiento y la protección del matrimonio y la defensa de la libertad
religiosa. Me gustaría enfocarme aquí en el matrimonio.

La Iglesia Católica tiene un gran interés en la promoción de matrimonios
fuertes y saludables, basados sobre el plan de Dios para el matrimonio y la
familia. La familia es la célula más básica de la Iglesia. Es la Iglesia do-
méstica. También es la piedra angular sobre la cual se construye la sociedad
humana y la civilización. Por estas y por otras muchas razones tomamos muy
en serio el matrimonio. Requerimos que aquellas parejas que se preparan
para el matrimonio participen en programas de preparación matrimonial que
les ayudan a equiparlos para una vida matrimonial saludable y santa.

Seguimos ofreciendo diversas oportunidades para el enriquecimiento del
matrimonio, incluida la formación en Planificación Natural de la Familia y
programas como Encuentro Matrimonial. Pero cuando fallan los matrimonios
¿a dónde pueden las parejas acudir? Cuando las parejas luchan con los
desafíos de vivir su alianza matrimonial, todavía necesitan nuestro apoyo. Un
buen apoyo a través de la consejería matrimonial y familiar está disponible a
través del Centro de Consejería San José (St. Joseph Counseling Center) en
Caridades Católicas.

Como parte de nuestro compromiso de apoyar el matrimonio y las familias
estamos estableciendo en la Arquidiócesis un programa para ayudar a
las parejas cuyos matrimonios se están desintegrando, o que ya han
experimentado la separación y el divorcio, pero quieren intentarlo de nuevo.
La necesidad de un programa como este es evidente. En nuestra sociedad,
hasta la mitad de todos los matrimonios que se han casado por primera vez
están terminando en divorcio. Un porcentaje significativamente mayor de
aquellos que se casan por segunda vez termina de la misma manera.

Este programa se llama Retrouvaille (pronunciado retro vi) un palabra
francesa que significa redescubrimiento. Es católica de origen y se ha ofrecido

en todo el país durante muchos años. De
hecho, los hemos tenido en Oklahoma, pero no
con una comunidad permanente en nuestra
Arquidiócesis.

¿Qué es Retrouvaille? Retrouvaille es un
programa de tres meses, un salvavidas para
las parejas casadas. Se inicia con una experi-
encia de fin de semana en la que las parejas
restablecen la comunicación y obtienen perspi-
cacias sobre sí mismos como individuos y como pareja. Está dirigido por pare-
jas que han experimentado el fin de semana ellos mismos y por un sacerdote.
No es un retiro espiritual, y no se les pide a las parejas que compartan sus
problemas con nadie más. A pesar de que se basa en los principios católicos,
no se necesita que ambos de los cónyuges sean católicos para participar. Se
les ayuda a las parejas a ver más allá de su daño y el dolor y a descubrir
cómo el escuchar, el perdón y la comunicación son herramientas útiles en la
construcción o reconstrucción de una relación amorosa y duradera.

La segunda fase consiste en una serie de sesiones semanales o quincenales
a lo largo de 12 semanas que ayuda a las parejas a profundizar lo que han
aprendido en el fin de semana y proporcionar herramientas adicionales
necesarias para reconstruir su matrimonio.

He tenido el privilegio de ser testigo de los buenos frutos de Retrouvaille a
lo largo de mi ministerio sacerdotal. Estoy muy contento de que podamos
comenzar a ofrecer Retrouvaille en la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City sobre
una base más regular. Por favor, comparta esta información con cualquier
persona que pueda beneficiarse de esa oportunidad. Para obtener más
información, visite HelpOurMarriage.com al llegar a esa página selecciones
el idioma español en la parte superior derecha de esa página, o llame a
Retrouvaille en Oklahoma City al 405-443-3541. También puede comunicarse
con la Oficina de Vida Familiar al 405-721-8944.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Retrouvaille es un Salvavidas para
Matrimonios que están Batallando

Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

Mensaje del Santo Padre Benedicto XVI Para la Cuaresma 2013
Queridos hermanos y hermanas:
La celebración de la Cuaresma, en el marco del

Año de la fe, nos ofrece una ocasión preciosa para
meditar sobre la relación entre fe y caridad: entre
creer en Dios, el Dios de Jesucristo, y el amor, que
es fruto de la acción del Espíritu Santo y nos guía
por un camino de entrega a Dios y a los demás.

1. La fe como respuesta al amor de Dios
En mi primera Encíclica expuse ya algunos ele-

mentos para comprender el estrecho vínculo entre
estas dos virtudes teologales, la fe y la caridad.
Partiendo de la afirmación fundamental del apóstol
Juan: “Hemos conocido el amor que Dios nos tiene y
hemos creído en él.” (1 Jn 4,16), recordaba que “no
se comienza a ser cristiano por una decisión ética o
una gran idea, sino por el encuentro con un acontec-
imiento, con una Persona, que da un nuevo hori-
zonte a la vida y, con ello, una orientación decisiva...
Y puesto que es Dios quien nos ha amado primero
(cf. 1 Jn 4,10), ahora el amor ya no es sólo un ‘man-
damiento,’ sino la respuesta al don del amor, con el
cual Dios viene a nuestro encuentro.” (Deus caritas
est, 1). La fe constituye la adhesión personal ?que
incluye todas nuestras facultades? a la revelación
del amor gratuito y “apasionado” que Dios tiene por
nosotros y que se manifiesta plenamente en
Jesucristo. El encuentro con Dios Amor no sólo com-
prende el corazón, sino también el entendimiento:
“El reconocimiento del Dios vivo es una vía hacia el
amor, y el sí de nuestra voluntad a la suya abarca
entendimiento, voluntad y sentimiento en el acto
único del amor. Sin embargo, éste es un proceso que
siempre está en camino: el amor nunca se da por
‘concluido’ y completado.” (ibídem, 17). De aquí deri-
va para todos los cristianos y, en particular, para los
“agentes de la caridad,” la necesidad de la fe, del
“encuentro con Dios en Cristo que suscite en ellos el
amor y abra su espíritu al otro, de modo que, para
ellos, el amor al prójimo ya no sea un mandamiento
por así decir impuesto desde fuera, sino una conse-
cuencia que se desprende de su fe, la cual actúa por
la caridad.” (ib., 31a). El cristiano es una persona
conquistada por el amor de Cristo y movido por este
amor ?“caritas Christi urget nos” (2 Co 5,14)?, está
abierto de modo profundo y concreto al amor al

prójimo (cf. ib., 33). Esta actitud nace ante todo de
la conciencia de que el Señor nos ama, nos perdona,
incluso nos sirve, se inclina a lavar los pies de los
apóstoles y se entrega a sí mismo en la cruz para
atraer a la humanidad al amor de Dios.

“La fe nos muestra a Dios que nos ha dado a su
Hijo y así suscita en nosotros la firme certeza de
que realmente es verdad que Dios es amor ... La fe,
que hace tomar conciencia del amor de Dios revela-
do en el corazón traspasado de Jesús en la cruz,
suscita a su vez el amor. El amor es una luz ?en el
fondo la única? que ilumina constantemente a un
mundo oscuro y nos da la fuerza para vivir y
actuar” (ib., 39). Todo esto nos lleva a comprender
que la principal actitud característica de los
cristianos es precisamente “el amor fundado en la fe
y plasmado por ella” (ib., 7).

2. La caridad como vida en la fe
Toda la vida cristiana consiste en responder al

amor de Dios. La primera respuesta es precisa-
mente la fe, acoger llenos de estupor y gratitud una
inaudita iniciativa divina que nos precede y nos
reclama. Y el “sí” de la fe marca el comienzo de una
luminosa historia de amistad con el Señor, que
llena toda nuestra existencia y le da pleno sentido.
Sin embargo, Dios no se contenta con que nosotros
aceptemos su amor gratuito. No se limita a
amarnos, quiere atraernos hacia sí, transformarnos
de un modo tan profundo que podamos decir con
san Pablo: ya no vivo yo, sino que Cristo vive en mí
(cf. Ga 2,20).

Cuando dejamos espacio al amor de Dios, nos
hace semejantes a él, partícipes de su misma cari-
dad. Abrirnos a su amor significa dejar que él viva
en nosotros y nos lleve a amar con él, en él y como
él; sólo entonces nuestra fe llega verdaderamente
“a actuar por la caridad” (Ga 5,6) y él mora en
nosotros (cf. 1 Jn 4,12).

La fe es conocer la verdad y adherirse a ella (cf. 1
Tm 2,4); la caridad es “caminar” en la verdad (cf. Ef
4,15). Con la fe se entra en la amistad con el Señor;
con la caridad se vive y se cultiva esta amistad (cf.
Jn 15,14s). La fe nos hace acoger el mandamiento
del Señor y Maestro; la caridad nos da la dicha de
ponerlo en práctica (cf. Jn 13,13-17). En la fe somos

engendrados como hijos de Dios (cf. Jn 1,12s); la
caridad nos hace perseverar concretamente en este
vínculo divino y dar el fruto del Espíritu Santo (cf.
Ga 5,22). La fe nos lleva a reconocer los dones que el
Dios bueno y generoso nos encomienda; la caridad
hace que fructifiquen (cf. Mt 25,14-30).

3. El lazo indisoluble entre fe y caridad
A la luz de cuanto hemos dicho, resulta claro que

nunca podemos separar, o incluso oponer, fe y
caridad. Estas dos virtudes teologales están íntima-
mente unidas por lo que es equivocado ver en ellas
un contraste o una “dialéctica.” Por un lado, en
efecto, representa una limitación la actitud de quien
hace fuerte hincapié en la prioridad y el carácter
decisivo de la fe, subestimando y casi despreciando
las obras concretas de caridad y reduciéndolas a un
humanitarismo genérico. Por otro, sin embargo,
también es limitado sostener una supremacía
exagerada de la caridad y de su laboriosidad,
pensando que las obras puedan sustituir a la fe.
Para una vida espiritual sana es necesario rehuir
tanto el fideísmo como el activismo moralista.

La existencia cristiana consiste en un continuo
subir al monte del encuentro con Dios para después
volver a bajar, trayendo el amor y la fuerza que
derivan de éste, a fin de servir a nuestros hermanos
y hermanas con el mismo amor de Dios. En la
Sagrada Escritura vemos que el celo de los após-
toles en el anuncio del Evangelio que suscita la fe
está estrechamente vinculado a la solicitud caritati-
va respecto al servicio de los pobres (cf. Hch 6,1-4).
En la Iglesia, contemplación y acción, simbolizadas
de alguna manera por las figuras evangélicas de las
hermanas Marta y María, deben coexistir e inte-
grarse (cf. Lc 10,38-42). La prioridad corresponde
siempre a la relación con Dios y el verdadero com-
partir evangélico debe estar arraigado en la fe (cf.
Audiencia general 25 abril 2012). A veces, de hecho,
se tiene la tendencia a reducir el término “caridad”
a la solidaridad o a la simple ayuda humanitaria.
En cambio, es importante recordar que la mayor
obra de caridad es precisamente la evangelización,
es decir, el “servicio de la Palabra.” Ninguna acción
es más benéfica y, por tanto, caritativa hacia el
prójimo que partir el pan de la Palabra de Dios,

continúa en la página 13



Emprendido ya el recorrido por la selva espesa de
la doctrina protestante, desde hace quince días. Nos
mueve seguir profundizando al respecto, no para
hablar mal de ningún hermano nuestro que se ha
separado de la Iglesia Católica; sino para clarificar
su postura doctrinal sostenida en dos principios:
Sola fe y Sola escritura. Que como hacíamos men-
ción en la última entrega de este periódico, no solo
no se sostienen sino que se contradicen. Veíamos en
el número anterior de Sooner, como los protestantes
interpretan lo referente al bautismo de niños. Como
la Biblia no dice textualmente “hay que bautizar
niños” entonces según ellos no se pueden bautizar,
y de ahí nadie los puede disuadir y sacar. Pero
veíamos también que siguiendo su lógica textual, la
Biblia tampoco dice de manera literal y expresa que
“hay que bautizar niños ni tampoco que se pueden
bautizar los adultos.” Así entonces, como no dice lo
uno ni lo otro, entonces, ¿Cuál sería el criterio de
interpretación, pues vemos que con SOLO BIBLIA
no se llega a un acuerdo? (los luteranos bautizan
niños; los bautistas no bautizan niños y ambos son
protestantes y tienen la misma Biblia) Por lo tanto,
tiene que haber otro criterio u otra manera de dar
solución en este aparente conflicto interpretativo.
Pues bien, aquí es donde aparece la Tradición y su
Magisterio, que enseña y explica como la Iglesia
Católica ha entendido y enseñado este aspecto
sobre si se bautizan niños o no. Permítame el
lector, ilustrarlo e introducirlo en los criterios
teológicos en que la Iglesia se basa para afirmar por
que SE DEBEN BAUTIZAR LOS NIÑOS, así la
Biblia no lo exprese textualmente.

Diremos en principio que dentro del protes-
tantismo hay una fuerte corriente cuyo origen

histórico se encuentra en el
movimiento anabaptista del siglo
XVI que niega la validez del
bautismo de los niños.

Expliquemos entonces porque la
doctrina de la invalidez del
bautismo de niños no es bíblica.
Para entender la Biblia hay que
tener claro el concepto de alianza.
Dios establece una alianza en
cada época. Desde Abraham hasta
la venida de Cristo, Dios había
mostrado a su pueblo que quería que los niños estu-
vieran en alianza con El. El modo era sencillo:
Bastaba darles el signo de la alianza.

En el Antiguo Testamento el signo de entrada a
la alianza con Dios era la circuncisión. En el Nuevo
Testamento, Cristo había sustituido ese signo por el
Bautismo. Pero en ninguna parte de la Biblia se
encuentra que Jesús hubiera dicho que los niños
fueran excluidos de la alianza; de hecho se observa
a Jesús diciendo todo lo contrario: “Dejad que los
niños se acerquen a mí y no se lo impidáis, porque
de ellos es el reino de los cielos.” (Mateo 19,14). Se
encuentra un texto muy aclaratorio en este sentido
de alianza, cuando Pedro acabo su sermón en
Pentecostés, llamo a todos a aceptar a Cristo,
entrando en la Nueva Alianza: “Arrepentíos y bauti-
zaos en el nombre de Jesucristo, para remisión de
vuestros pecados, y recibiréis el don del Espíritu
Santo. Porque para vosotros es esta promesa y para
vuestros HIJOS...” (Hechos 2, 38-39). Es decir, Dios
quería que los niños estuvieran en alianza con El y
puesto que en el Nuevo Testamento solo figura el
bautismo como signo para entrar en la Nueva

Alianza, ¿por qué no debían ser bautizados los
niños de los creyentes? Así pues no nos debemos
extrañar que la Iglesia ha querido y ha practicado
el bautismo de los niños desde que fue instituida.

Vemos como los hermanos protestantes al no
tener la Tradición y el Magisterio que enseña cómo
interpretar la Biblia; se quedan solo con la Biblia y
la interpretación privada y textual de la Sagrada
Escritura, trayendo consigo inexactitudes, errores,
equivocaciones. Todo ello hace en primer lugar, que
se aparte más de la verdad de Cristo, que se
aparten mas entre ellos como protestantes y
naturalmente obvio que la relación con la Iglesia
Católica, sea casi irreconciliable.

Conclusión: Cuando venga un hermano separado,
con Biblia en mano y le pregunte como suelen
hacer: “¿Donde dice la Biblia que se debe bautizar
los niños?” Entonces usted le contestara y ¿donde
dice la Biblia que no se pueden bautizar? Hermano
católico como ya está ilustrado sabrá que responder,
no solo porque ya conoce algunos textos bíblicos que
le respaldaran la respuesta, (Articulo de Sooner
Catholic de hace quince días) sino por la base
histórica y teológica que le da sentido al bautismo
de niños. La Alianza de Dios con nosotros, desde el
Antiguo Testamento hasta el Nuevo.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original de Bogotá,
Colombia incardinado a esta Arquidiócesis de
Oklahoma City es Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia
San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon, Oklahoma. El Padre
Sánchez es abogado en Derecho y Ciencias Políticas
de la Universidad la Gran Colombia, de su país. Y
es Licenciado en Teología del Seminario Mayor de
Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
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Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez

La obligación de Cuaresma, según lo determinado para los católicos en los
Estados Unidos por nuestros obispos, requiere que se observe el ayuno el
Miércoles de Ceniza y Viernes Santo. La ley de la abstinencia de la carne debe
ser observada el Miércoles de Ceniza y todos los Viernes de Cuaresma.

¿Quién debe ayunar?
Todos los católicos que están entre las edades de 18 y 59. La obligación
cesa cuando uno comienza su 60 º cumpleaños.

¿Quién debe abstenerse?
Todos los católicos que tengan 14 años o más.

¿Qué significa el ayuno?
La observancia del ayuno significa que los obligados sólo podrán tomar una
comida completa en el día de ayuno. Dos comidas más ligeras (que entre ambas

no equivalgan a una comida completa) se permiten si es necesario para man-
tener la fuerza de acuerdo a las propias necesidades. Comer alimentos sólidos
entre comidas no es permitido.

¿Qué significa la abstinencia?
La ley de la abstinencia prohíbe el consumo de carne; los viernes de la
Cuaresma son días de abstinencia de carne. Otros actos voluntarios de abne-
gación son alentados durante esta temporada penitencial.

¿Puede alguien ser dispensado o exento del ayuno y / o la abstinencia?
Los individuos con una causa justa pueden ser dispensados por un sacerdote.
Los que están enfermos o tienen una razón igual de seria son absueltos de la
abstinencia y del ayuno. Se recuerda a los católicos que no deben excusarse a sí
mismos de esta obligación a la ligera y si lo hacen, entonces deben compensar
con la oración y otros actos voluntarios de penitencia.

Regulaciones para la Cuaresma

viene de la página 12
hacerle partícipe de la Buena Nueva del Evangelio,
introducirlo en la relación con Dios: la evangelización
es la promoción más alta e integral de la persona
humana. Como escribe el siervo de Dios el Papa
Pablo VI en la Encíclica Populorum progressio, es el
anuncio de Cristo el primer y principal factor de
desarrollo (cf. n. 16). La verdad originaria del amor
de Dios por nosotros, vivida y anunciada, abre
nuestra existencia a aceptar este amor haciendo
posible el desarrollo integral de la humanidad y de
cada hombre (cf. Caritas in veritate, 8).

En definitiva, todo parte del amor y tiende al amor.
Conocemos el amor gratuito de Dios mediante el
anuncio del Evangelio. Si lo acogemos con fe, recibi-
mos el primer contacto ?indispensable? con lo divino,
capaz de hacernos “enamorar del Amor,” para
después vivir y crecer en este Amor y comunicarlo
con alegría a los demás.

A propósito de la relación entre fe y obras de
caridad, unas palabras de la Carta de san Pablo a los
Efesios resumen quizá muy bien su correlación:
“Pues habéis sido salvados por la gracia mediante la
fe; y esto no viene de vosotros, sino que es un don de
Dios; tampoco viene de las obras, para que nadie se
gloríe. En efecto, hechura suya somos: creados en
Cristo Jesús, en orden a las buenas obras que de
antemano dispuso Dios que practicáramos” (2,8-10).
Aquí se percibe que toda la iniciativa salvífica viene
de Dios, de su gracia, de su perdón acogido en la fe;
pero esta iniciativa, lejos de limitar nuestra libertad

y nuestra responsabilidad, más bien hace que sean
auténticas y las orienta hacia las obras de la caridad.
Éstas no son principalmente fruto del esfuerzo
humano, del cual gloriarse, sino que nacen de la fe,
brotan de la gracia que Dios concede abundante-
mente. Una fe sin obras es como un árbol sin frutos:
estas dos virtudes se necesitan recíprocamente. La
cuaresma, con las tradicionales indicaciones para la
vida cristiana, nos invita precisamente a alimentar
la fe a través de una escucha más atenta y prolonga-
da de la Palabra de Dios y la participación en los
sacramentos y, al mismo tiempo, a crecer en la
caridad, en el amor a Dios y al prójimo, también a
través de las indicaciones concretas del ayuno, de la
penitencia y de la limosna.

4. Prioridad de la fe, primado de la caridad
Como todo don de Dios, fe y caridad se atribuyen a

la acción del único Espíritu Santo (cf. 1 Co 13), ese
Espíritu que grita en nosotros “¡Abbá, Padre!” (Ga
4,6), y que nos hace decir: “¡Jesús es el Señor!” (1 Co
12,3) y “¡Maranatha!” (1 Co 16,22; Ap 22,20).

La fe, don y respuesta, nos da a conocer la verdad
de Cristo como Amor encarnado y crucificado, adhe-
sión plena y perfecta a la voluntad del Padre e
infinita misericordia divina para con el prójimo; la fe
graba en el corazón y la mente la firme convicción de
que precisamente este Amor es la única realidad que
vence el mal y la muerte. La fe nos invita a mirar
hacia el futuro con la virtud de la esperanza,
esperando confiadamente que la victoria del amor de
Cristo alcance su plenitud. Por su parte, la caridad

nos hace entrar en el amor de Dios que se manifiesta
en Cristo, nos hace adherir de modo personal y exis-
tencial a la entrega total y sin reservas de Jesús al
Padre y a sus hermanos. Infundiendo en nosotros la
caridad, el Espíritu Santo nos hace partícipes de la
abnegación propia de Jesús: filial para con Dios y fra-
terna para con todo hombre (cf. Rm 5,5).

La relación entre estas dos virtudes es análoga a
la que existe entre dos sacramentos fundamentales
de la Iglesia: el bautismo y la Eucaristía. El bautismo
(sacramentum fidei) precede a la Eucaristía
(sacramentum caritatis), pero está orientado a ella,
que constituye la plenitud del camino cristiano.
Análogamente, la fe precede a la caridad, pero se
revela genuina sólo si culmina en ella. Todo parte de
la humilde aceptación de la fe (“saber que Dios nos
ama”), pero debe llegar a la verdad de la caridad
(“saber amar a Dios y al prójimo”), que permanece
para siempre, como cumplimiento de todas las
virtudes (cf. 1 Co 13,13).

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, en este tiempo de
cuaresma, durante el cual nos preparamos a celebrar
el acontecimiento de la cruz y la resurrección,
mediante el cual el amor de Dios redimió al mundo e
iluminó la historia, os deseo a todos que viváis este
tiempo precioso reavivando la fe en Jesucristo, para
entrar en su mismo torrente de amor por el Padre y
por cada hermano y hermana que encontramos en
nuestra vida. Por esto, elevo mi oración a Dios, a la
vez que invoco sobre cada uno y cada comunidad la
Bendición del Señor.

Mensaje del Santo Padre Benedicto XVI
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EDMOND — For part of one night,
more than 100 teens of  St. Monica’s
Catholic Church youth group got a
taste of what it might be like to be
poor, and they didn’t like it one bit.

A “poverty simulation” was held at
the church Jan. 30, and the teens
quickly learned about some of the
challenges faced daily by thousands of
people right here in Oklahoma County.

The program is sponsored by the
Oklahoma Department of Commerce, a
state agency that also sees way too
many real life struggles by people
trying to carve out an existence with
too many bills and not enough income.

The agency uses the “poverty
simulation” to heighten the awareness
and understanding of the day-to-day
poverty they say 11.8 percent of
Oklahomans experience.

Rebekah Zahn-Pittser, a program
planner for the Department of
Commerce, laid out the scenario for the
youth — ranging from seventh to 12th
grade. Each were broken into homes —
or circles of four chairs making up a
family. They were given a name tag of
the family member they represented.
Each were also presented with a
scenario of their family and the
challenges they faced in life.

An example of one was a head of
household, an information technology
professional, who was unemployed. His
unemployment benefits were drying
up, while his wife continued to work for
the family at a job paying only $8.50 an
hour. Some families had children with
medical conditions needing care. Other
families were told they had homes

needing repairs but there were no
funds available for it at the time.

The youth were given a list of rules
— requiring them to pay with fake
money for items such as utilities, child
care, mortgage and other expenses.
They had to accomplish this in the
course of a month. During the exercise,
a week was represented by 15 minutes.
Different desks around the room were
staffed with adults who handled the
roles of bankers, grocers, school-
teachers, state welfare workers, pawn
brokers, and even police. The youth
went around to the various desks
either paying bills, going to school or
hoping to get more money. It was
complicated with “luck of draw” cards
given where some situations were
enhanced or made worse by situations
out of their control.

While some of the students
enjoyed the drill, Zahn-Pittser made
the objective clear.

“This isn’t a game,” she told the
students before it started. She also
asked how many students had had
at least one meal the day before or
slept somewhere warm. All raised their
hands.

There was a goal she wanted each to
share after it was over.

“We should all be motivated to help
those in need,” she said.

Dean Hoffhines, a teacher at
Edmond St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School, also volunteered
for the role of teacher at the
simulation.

“We had to deal with some situations
where the students would get in
trouble,” he said. “One brought a gun
and we had to get the police.”

While being interviewed, two young
women with “I’m hungry” signs on
them approached Hoffhines and asked
if he would be interested in purchasing
illegal narcotics.

“We’re poor. We need money,” they
said.

Hoffhines declined the purchase
and directed them to the mock social
service agency.

The most popular stations during
the drill, as they are in real life, were
at the quick loan and pawn shops.
Students would try to sell wedding
rings, cameras, televisions or
other goods at the pawn station.
The items were represented by
photographs.

One of the pawn store owners,
Damian Rodriguez, was frugal with the
sellers.

“I got a million of these cameras
here, I just can’t give you that much
for it,” he said.

In real life, Rodriguez is a business
owner and poverty is an issue that
alarms him.

“I read where 18 percent of people
in Oklahoma County are living in
poverty,” he said. “It’s tragic. It really
is.”

Zahn-Pittser has seen it firsthand
also.

“Last week I had a mother of five
call me,” she said. “Her husband had
left and she had been evicted. She
needed help.”

Otto Nieman, father of one of the
youth, also had heard stories.

“I knew a woman with a baby,
who was married to a drug abuser,” he
said. “She would pray not to get an
unexpected bill, like a blown tire,
because she just couldn’t afford any
unforeseen expense.”

At the end of the evening, Zahn-
Pittser asked students how many had
bettered themselves during the
exercise. Less than 10 hands went up.
She asked how many had ended up
with “hungry” signs after not being able
to afford groceries. About half answered
affirmatively.

Some of the students also had
comments.

“People should be doing something
about this,” one young man said.

“There are people living in tents and
having no food. It’s not right.”

Another student didn’t look forward
to growing up.

And another participant was even
more succinct.

“Being poor is just terrible,” she said.

Mass Celebrated as Father Rother Guild Takes Shape

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Conner Blatt, 15, was one of more than
100 youth at the exercise. “It opened my
eyes to what people go through,” he said.
(Photo/Steve Gust)

Youth See Despair, Need for Action for Those Faced With Poverty 

Two easels stood at the back of
St. Eugene Catholic Church on the
evening of Jan. 24. One displayed the
familiar photograph of Father Rother
holding the hand of a small girl in
Guatemala. In the narthex, a beautiful
new portrait of Father Rother
greeted those attending the first Mass
celebrated for the Father Stanley F.
Rother Guild.

These two representations of Father
Rother reflect the purpose of the
Guild: to remember the life and
sacrifice of Father Stanley Rother, and
to look forward to the day when we
might call this holy man a saint.

Father M. Price Oswalt, Director of
the Guild, and Father Joseph Jacobi,
Pastor of St. Eugene, presided at the
Mass. Father Oswalt announced that
the chalice he would use during the
consecration had belonged to Father
Rother, and could someday be a
second-class relic.

Father Jacobi gave the homily,
sharing how Father Rother’s life had
affected his own. Father Jacobi’s se-
minary class, and the ones that came
after him, were the fruit of Father
Rother’s sacrifice. These young men
saw an exemplary priest who inter-
ceded for his people. Father Jacobi
urged those present, “As we remember

the sacrifice of Father Rother’s life, we
must also be drawn deeper into com-
munion with Jesus, the High Priest.”

Created to spread the word about
Father Rother and promote the Cause
for his Canonization, the Guild is open
to any who wish to join. Unlike other
church guilds in which members
participate in many events and
projects, a Rother Guild member’s
obligations are simply to pray for the
Cause, and give financial support
if they are able. Guild members will
regularly receive information and
updates on the Cause.

If you wish to join or would like
more information on the Guild, visit
fatherstanleyrotherguild.org, where
you can also find links to Twitter and
Facebook. The Guild offers items for
sale, such as medals, chaplets and
the book The Shepherd Cannot Run,
a compilation of letters written by
Father Rother.

The Guild will have booths at the
Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference
on Feb. 16, and at the Women’s
Conference on March 2. Guild Masses
will be offered in all the regions of the
Archdiocese. The next Mass will
be Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. at St. Benedict
Church in Shawnee.

By Brianna Joyce
Sooner Catholic

Father M. Price Oswalt elevates the
chalice that belonged to Father Rother

during Mass celebrated on Jan. 24.
(Photo/Cara Koenig)
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FEBRUARY
10 Charismatic Healing Mass,
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th St.,
Oklahoma City. For more information
call the church office at (405) 685-
4806.

12 Catholic War Veterans (of any
war/conflict) will meet the second
Tuesday of each month in the
community room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center at 7 p.m. For more
information, contact Father M. Price
Oswalt at (405) 567-3404.

13 Ash Wednesday

13 Catholic War Veterans USA.
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 will
hold their monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
in the Sunnylane Family Reception
Center located at 3900 SE 29th St. in
Del City, every second Wednesday.
For more information, contact Ken
at (405) 739-0036 or by email at
OklaPost168@cox.net.

16-21 Holy Angels Lenten Mission,
Faith in Christ: Gift and Response
with speaker Pedro A. Moreno. See
the web page for full decription.

16 Annual Men’s Conference at
the Embassy Suites Convention
Center. The day begins at 9 a.m. and
concludes with Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Coakley at 4:30 p.m.
Special sessions are planned for
teens and registration can be made at
www.Catholicmen.net.

16 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at
St. John the Baptist Catholic Parish,
Edmond, on the first and third
Saturday of each month beginning
with Mass at 7:30 a.m. in the chapel.
For more information, contact Toni
Harrelson at (405) 341-2199, or
lmcoklahoma@sbcglobal.net.

16 The Community of the Secular
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of
Jesus, Oklahoma Community and
Province of St. Therese, meets at
Little Flower Church, OKC, from 12
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Katherine Payne, (405) 210-
4826, or Betty Sharp, (405) 408-4275.

17-25 Monthly Novena to The
Infant Jesus. Nine days of novenas

to Infant Jesus of Prague monthly.
During these nine days, the novena
prayers will be as follows: Monday-
Friday following noon Mass, Saturday
following 6 p.m. Mass, and Sunday
following 11 a.m. Mass.

17 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Francis Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. at St. Anthony’s Hospital
Chapel. For more information, call
Jim Disbrow at 830-8688.

17 Lenten Mission at St. Mary
Parish, Ponca City, at 7 p.m. with
Father Kevin Ratterman.

18-21 Lenten Mission at St. John
the Baptist Parish, Edmond, with
Rev. Lawrence R. Richards of Erie, Pa.

20 Penance Service at St. Patrick
Parish, Oklahoma City, 6 p.m.

22-27 Lenten Mission at Christ the
King Parish with the Apostles of the
Interior Life.

24-26 Lenten Mission at Epiphany
Parish, Oklahoma City, with Father
Boyer.

25 McGuinness Freshman A-G
Registration from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
McGuinness Commons. Enrollment
night is determined by the first
initial of your last name. For more
information, contact Amy Hanson
at ahanson@bmchs.org, or 842-6638
Ext. 225.

25-27 Lenten Mission at St. Francis
of Assisi Parish, Oklahoma City, at 7
each evening with Father Jim Goins.

26 McGuinness Freshman H-N
Registration from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
McGuinness Commons. Enrollment
night is determined by the first
initial of your last name. For more
information, contact Amy Hanson
at ahanson@bmchs.org, or 842-6638
Ext. 225.

Calendar

Health-Care Openings 
The Center of Family Love has employment
opportunities for an Assistant Director of Nursing,
Certified Dietary Manager and Direct Care Staff
(paid training offered for Direct Care positions). If
interested, email your resume to HR@cflinc.org or
apply in person between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday at 635 W. Texas Ave. in Okarche.

Jobs Box

For a full calendar and up-to-date
jobs box, visit 

soonercatholic.org 
or use this 
QR Code 
with your 

smart phone.

Did you know?
You can follow the Archdiocese on

Facebook and Twitter?
Find the links to our pages on the

Archdiocesan web page at
www.archokc.org.

Look for the logos at the foot of each page.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing

Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent

positions

available. To

learn more, call

Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have

the strength of

the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN

YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@

kofc.org
Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an

agent in action,

scan here...
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Opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration
Oklahoma City . . .
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
3214 N. Lake, Oklahoma City

Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel
7501 N.W. Expressway, Oklahoma City

Christ the King Church
8005 Dorset Drive, Oklahoma City

Church of the Epiphany of the Lord 
7336 W. Britton Road, Oklahoma City

Holy Angels Church
317 N. Blackwelder, Oklahoma City

Sacred Heart Church,
2706 S. Shartel Avenue, Oklahoma City

Wednesday, 9 a.m. - noon

3rd Tuesday, 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday, 7 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
(followed by Benediction)

M,T,W,F, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1st Friday: Mass 8:30 a.m.,
Adoration 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

2nd Saturday, 8 p.m. - Sunday, 8 p.m.
Sunday, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Thursday: Holy Hour 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Outside Oklahoma City . . .
ADA

ALTUS

ANADARKO

ARDMORE

BLACKWELL

CHANDLER

CHICKASHA

EDMOND

EDMOND

EDMOND

EL RENO

ELGIN

ENID

GUYMON

HARRAH

KINGFISHER

LAWTON

LAWTON

MADILL

McLOUD

MIDWEST
CITY

1st Friday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
3rd Friday, 5 p.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday

Friday, Mass 8 a.m.,
Adoration 8:45 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday, 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
(followed by Mass)

Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
through Lent
1st Sunday after Lent, Perpetual
Adoration 

1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. (check 
bulletin or contact parish office)

Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 6:40 p.m.

Friday, 7:30 Mass, Adoration 
following until 5 p.m. (followed by
Benediction and Mass)

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours a
day/year-round (Chapel)

Monday, Noon - 10 p.m.
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Holy Hour for Vocations

1st Friday, following Mass at 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday, 2:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday, 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

1st Friday, following Mass at
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1st Friday, (September - May),
following Daily Mass, 8:30 a.m. - 7
p.m.

Wednesday, following Mass at
9 a.m. - Thursday, 11:30 a.m.

Friday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
1st Friday, 6 p.m. - Midnight

1st Friday, following Mass at 8:30
a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saint Joseph Church
1300 E. Beverly Street

Prince of Peace Church
1500 Falcon Road

Saint Patrick Church
1115 West Petree Road

Saint Mary Church
125 E. Street

Saint Joseph Church
315 West Blackwell Avenue

Our Lady of Sorrows Church
409 Price Avenue

Holy Name of Jesus Church
210 S. 7th Street

Saint Damien of Molokai
Church
8455 NW 234th Street

Saint John the Baptist Church
900 S. Littler

Saint Monica Church
2001 N. Western

St. Katharine Drexel 
Retirement Center
301 W. Wade Street

Saint Ann Church
8492 State Highway 17

Saint Francis Xavier Church
110 N. Madison Street

Saint Peter Church
1220 N. Quinn Street

Saint Teresa of Avila Church
1576 N. Tim Holt Drive

Saints Peter and Paul Church
309 S. Main Street

Blessed Sacrament Church
12 SW 7th Street

Holy Family Church
1010 NW 82nd Street

Holy Cross Church
14 W. Francis

Saint Vincent DePaul Church
123 S. 9th Street

Saint Philip Neri Church
1107 Felix Place

Saint Charles Borromeo Church
5024 N. Grove, Oklahoma City

Saint Eugene Church
2400 W. Hefner Road, Oklahoma City

Saint Francis of Assisi Church
1901 NW 18th Street, Oklahoma City

Saint James the Greater Church
4201 S. McKinley, Oklahoma City

Saint Joseph Old Cathedral
307 NW 4th Street, Oklahoma City

Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. (following school
Mass) - 8 p.m. (followed by Benediction)

Wednesday, 7 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
(followed by Benediction)

1st Friday: Mass 7:30 a.m.,
Adoration 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (followed
by Benediction)

Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

4th Thursday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
(Divine Mercy Adoration)

Saint Andrew Church
800 NW 5th Street

Saint Joseph Church
421 E. Acres Street

Saint Mark the Evangelist
Church
3939 W. Tecumseh Road

Church of Saint Mary
707 E. Ponca Avenue

Immaculate Conception
Church
811 West Wrangler Boulevard

Saint Benedict Church
632 N. Kickapoo Avenue

St. Gregory’s Abbey
1900 W. MacArthur

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church
220 N. “A” Street

Saint Francis Xavier Church
700 E. Oklahoma Ave., Highway 7

Saint Joseph Church
320 West North Street

Saint John Nepomuk Church
600 S. Garth Brooks Boulevard

MOORE

NORMAN

NORMAN

PONCA
CITY

SEMINOLE

SHAWNEE

SHAWNEE

STERLING

SULPHUR

TONKAWA

YUKON

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours 
a day/year-round (Chapel)

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours 
a day/year-round (Chapel)

1st Friday, 9 a.m. - Noon

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Monday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, 6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.;
1st Friday, 11 a.m. - Noon;
First Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30
a.m.

1st Thursday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

3rd Sunday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Wednesday, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 
4 p.m.
1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Parishioners kneel before the Eucharist. (CNS photo/J.D. Long-Garcia,
Catholic Sun) 


