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HUNTINGTON, Ind. (CNA) —
Pope Benedict has used his
pontificate to advance the New
Evangelization and to speak to the
modern world, said the president of a
leading Catholic publication.

“During his eight-year pontificate,
he used the Chair of Peter as a
pulpit from which to address the
challenges and the hopes of modern
society,” said Greg Erlandson,
president and publisher of Our
Sunday Visitor.

“His three encyclicals ... all spoke
to his concerns and revealed both
a solicitude for modern men and
women in the midst of immense
cultural transformation and an
unshakable faith that our hope
remained always and essentially in
Christ.”

On Feb. 11, Pope Benedict
announced his decision to resign
from his papal duties, effective Feb.
28.

The Holy Father cited concerns of
advancing age and declining strength,
saying that, for these reasons, he
is unable to “adequately fulfill the
ministry entrusted to me.”

Erlandson said the pontiff has been
a “great gift” to the Church. He noted
his collaboration with John Paul II,
and the continuity between their
pontificates.

“He continued and made a center-
piece of his pontificate the New
Evangelization first proclaimed by
John Paul II. He saw clearly that
the Church itself needed to be rein-
vigorated and renewed, and it was in
this spirit that he assembled the
recent synod of bishops in October.”

The publisher believes that Pope
Benedict’s papacy will be remembered
both for his travels, including those to
the United States, U.K, Lebanon and
Cuba, as well as for his writings.

“He wrote with great intellectual
and stylistic clarity, which made him
one of the most accessible and widely
read popes of the last century,” said
Erlandson.

His efforts to address the clergy sex
abuse scandal, both as head of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith and as Pope, will also be part of
his legacy.

“Ultimately, however, we will miss
him as much for his humility as for
his wisdom, humility embodied in his
decision to resign from the papacy for
the good of the Church Universal,”
concluded Erlandson.

“A monumental theologian of the
20th century, and the first new
pope of the Third Millennium, we
believe that Pope Benedict will be
remembered for his dedication to the
renewal of the Church and its people.”

HistoricHistoric
MomentMoment
Pope Benedict
XVI Only Third
Pontiff, First in
600 Years, to
Resign

“During his eight-year pontificate, he used the Chair of Peter as a pulpit from
which to address the challenges and the hopes of modern society.”

(Photo by Vincenzo Pinto/AFP/Getty Images)

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN
News) — The Vatican’s
spokesman announced that the
coming conclave to elect Pope
Benedict XVI’s successor might
be convened in shorter order
than previously thought.

“It is possible that church
authorities can prepare a
proposal to be taken up by the
cardinals on the first day after
the papal vacancy,” Holy See
Press Office director Father
Federico Lombardi told the
press on Feb. 16.

Church law currently pre-
scribes that from the moment a
pope dies or renounces the
pontificate, “the Cardinal
electors who are present must
wait fifteen full days for those
who are absent.”

In Blessed John Paul II’s
1996 document, the Apostolic
Constitution titled “Universi
Dominici Gregis,” cardinals are

Conclave May
Occur Earlier
Than Expected

continued on Page 3
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Since the surprising announcement on Feb. 11 that our
beloved Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, would resign
from office on Feb. 28, the Church and the world have
grappled to find appropriate words and gestures to
respond to this new reality. Only twice before, in 1294
and 1415, has something similar occurred.

Questions immediately arose; practical questions.
When I met with the media on the day of the announce-
ment I was asked, “What will he be called after his
resignation?” and “What will he wear?” There were also
more probing questions: “What will be the legacy of Pope
Benedict XVI?” “What happens next?”

These and many other questions have been on the
minds of many Catholics as well as people of other faiths
and no faith at all. The interest surrounding this un-
likely event reminds us of the importance of the Bishop
of Rome, the Pope, not only for Catholics who number
more than 1 billion members throughout the world, but
his importance for all of humanity. His is a singular voice
of religious and moral authority which may not always
be heeded, but is rarely ignored.

The preoccupations that have filled the minds of many
during the early days following this announcement, such
as his title (post-resignation) or even his legacy, are
certainly not the questions that the Holy Father spent
time pondering in arriving at his decision. As he himself
acknowledged, this was a decision made before God,
and God alone. It was based solely on what Pope
Benedict determined was best, not for himself, but for
the Church. Having recognized that his strength, due
to his advancing age and attendant physical weakness,
was no longer adequate to fulfill the responsibilities
and shoulder the burdens of his office, he resolved to
renounce the Petrine ministry.

In doing so he clears the way for another man whom
the Cardinal electors, guided by the Holy Spirit, must
select to occupy the Chair of Peter in the course of the
upcoming conclave. It is hard to imagine a more humble

demonstration of the
enduring love and concern
for the Church which this
Servant of the Servants
of God has made the
foundation of his life and
ministry.

The years ahead
will provide adequate
opportunity to assess the
legacy of Pope Benedict’s
papacy and his other significant contributions as priest,
theologian, bishop and cardinal. This moment, however,
is a moment to give thanks. Here we have no particular
paradigm to follow. Though he will soon resign, he will
still be with us. We are not mourning the death of a pope.
It offers us an opportunity to express our gratitude in
various ways.

I am proposing that all of the priests, deacons,
consecrated women and men, and all of the faithful of
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City join together in prayer
during these days. I ask that we begin a novena on
Tuesday, Feb. 19, and conclude on Thursday, Feb. 28,
the day of the Holy Father’s resignation. The same
prayer of gratitude and petition can be used following
that date until the election of a new pope has been
accomplished.

The prayer, developed by the Supreme Chaplain of the
Knights of Columbus, Archbishop William Lori, ought to
be used to conclude the Universal Prayer (Prayers of the
Faithful) at each Mass. It can also be prayed personally,
in the home, in parish gatherings and in schools.

Thank you for accepting this invitation to pray for the
Church. At this moment our hearts swell with gratitude
for the ministry of Pope Benedict XVI. We entrust the
future of the Church and the See of Peter to Christ, the
Good Shepherd who promised never to leave his flock
untended.

An Invitation to Prayer
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Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
Feb. 24 — Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Anthony of Padua Church, Okeene
Feb. 25-26 — Visit Seminarians at St. John Vianney Seminary, Denver
Feb. 27 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, 8:20 a.m., St. Mary School, Ponca City
Feb. 27 — Blessing of Memory Care Unit, 6:30 p.m., St. Katharine Drexel Retirement Center, El Reno
Feb. 28 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King School
Feb. 28 — Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices
March 2 — Mass at Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference, 8 a.m.
March 3 — Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Rose of Lima Church, Perry
March 5 — Saint Ann Retirement Center Board Meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 5 — Personnel Board Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 6 — Envisioning Leadership Team Meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 7 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, 8:15 a.m., Saints Peter and Paul School, Kingfisher
March 7 — Seminary Committee Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 8 — Catholic Charities Green Tie Gala, 6 p.m.
March 9 — Birth Choice Life of the Party Gala, 6 p.m.
March 10 — Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Mary Assumption Church, Wakita

Luke 5:4

Volume 35, Number 4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Prayer for the Church
O Lord Jesus Christ, Supreme Pastor of Your Church,

we thank you for the ministry of Pope Benedict XVI
and the selfless care with which he has led us
as Successor of Peter and Your Vicar on earth.

Good Shepherd, who founded Your Church
on the rock of Peter’s faith

and have never left your flock untended,
look with love upon us now,

and sustain Your Church in faith, hope and charity.
Grant, Lord Jesus, in Your boundless love for us,

a new Pope for Your Church
who will please You by his holiness

and lead us faithfully to You,
who are the same yesterday, today and forever.

Amen.
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decreed to commence
the voting process
behind closed doors no
sooner than 15 days,
but no later than 20
into the “sede vacante”
period.

Given the unprece-
dented circumstances
of the Pope’s planned
resignation on Feb. 28,
however, Father
Lombardi stated that
the date could be
moved forward.

“In the Constitution,
it says between 15 and
20 days, but this period
is to ‘wait,’ that is to
give those who need it
the time necessary to
reach the Vatican. In
the eventuality that

the cardinals were
already all here, the
Constitution could be
interpreted in a
different way,” said the
press office director.

Father Lombardi
said it would be in the
hands of the College
of Cardinals, led by
Cardinal Angelo
Sodano, to decide.

He also revealed
that Pope Benedict
XVI will likely be
spending two months
at the papal residence
in Castel Gandolfo
following his resigna-
tion. He will be waiting
there for renovations
to be completed on
Mater Ecclesiae

monastery. Joining him
at the property within
the Vatican gardens
will be his personal
secretary, Archbishop
Georg Gaenswein, and
members of his current
household staff.

Meanwhile,
preparations continue
for the final papal
general audience on
Wednesday, Feb. 27.

Vatican Radio
reported that
thousands will be
“flocking” to St. Peter’s
Square, where they
will be able to attend
Pope Benedict XVI’s
“last great appoint-
ment with the People
of God.”

Conclave continued from Page 1 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When
Pope Benedict XVI officially leaves
office at 8 p.m. Feb. 28, most of the top-
level Vatican officials lose their jobs, but
that does not mean the majority of
Vatican employees get a vacation.

Although Catholics inside and out-
side the Vatican love to complain about
its unwieldy bureaucracy, coordinating
the universal ministry of the church
involves a steady flow of paperwork,
correspondence and meeting planning.
All of that continues even when there is
no pope.

However, the publication of docu-
ments, the nomination of new bishops
and approval of statutes for Catholic
universities and religious orders are
suspended. Anything that must be
issued in the name of the Vatican or in
the name of the Pope must be approved
by Pope Benedict’s successor.

“The general rule is that all ordinary
business continues,” the secretary of
one Vatican congregation told Catholic
News Service during the “interregnum”
— the period between popes — in 2005.
“Like in most bureaucracies, most of
our business is ordinary business.”

Commissions and subcommittees
continue to meet, reports continue to be
prepared, letters are answered and
Vatican officials try to tidy their desks
enough to be able to inform the new
pope about exactly where their various
projects stand.

Under long-standing church rules,
updated by Blessed John Paul II in
1996, the Vatican secretary of state,
the prefects of Vatican congregations
and the presidents of pontifical
councils lose their jobs the minute the
papacy is vacant; the offices are run
by the congregation and council

secretaries during the interregnum.
However, the prefects and presidents

don’t pack up their offices before they
leave. Sixteen of the 22 prefects and
presidents are cardinals who will be
participating in the conclave to elect a
new pope. Generally, immediately after
the election of a new pope, prefects and
presidents are asked to take up their
old jobs again, at least temporarily.

While Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone
leaves his position as secretary of state,
with the interregnum the real work
begins for his position as camerlengo
or chamberlain of the Holy Roman
Church; during the period when there
is no pope, he is charged with adminis-
tering the temporal goods of the church.

The other person who does not lose
his job is the head of the Apostolic Peni-
tentiary, currently Cardinal Manuel
Montiero de Castro. The  Penitentiary
is a Vatican court dealing with matters
related to the sacrament of confession
and to indulgences. His position is not
suspended because he is the person
who ensures penitents guilty of serious
sin and seeking forgiveness can receive
absolution.

Business As Usual — Almost
Some Vatican Offices and Positions Suspended Until

New Pontiff Reconfirms Them, But Work Goes On

Pope Benedict XVI waves after celebrating Ash Wednesday Mass in St. Peter’s
Basilica at the Vatican Feb. 13. The service was expected to be the last large
liturgical event of Pope Benedict’s papacy. The Pope announced Feb. 11 that he
will resign at the end of the month. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope Benedict XVI greets the crowd after
praying the Angelus from the window of his
apartment overlooking St. Peter’s Square
Feb. 17. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News) —
Pope Benedict XVI said that many of
the misinterpretations of the Second
Vatican Council were caused by the
media promoting its own version.

“The world interpreted the council
through the eyes of the media instead
of seeing the true council of the fathers
and their key vision of faith,” said Pope
Benedict at Paul VI Hall Feb. 14.

“Fifty years later, the strength of the
real council has been revealed, and it is
our task for the Year of Faith to bring
the real Second Vatican Council to life,”
he told the priests gathered to meet
him.

Pope Benedict spoke with the priests
of the Rome Diocese in an unscripted
speech on the Second Vatican Council,
which he first attended as a special
adviser to Cardinal Frings of Cologne
and later on as a theological expert.

“The immediate impression of the
council that got through to the people
was that of the media, not that of the
Fathers,” he explained. “The council of
journalists did not, naturally, take place

within the world of faith but within
the categories of the media of today,
that is outside of the faith, with
different hermeneutics … a hermeneu-
tic of politics,” added Pope Benedict.

The pontiff, who will give up office
on Feb. 28, is one of the few remaining
witnesses of the council.

“The media saw the Council as a

political struggle, a struggle for power
between different currents within the
Church,” he recalled.

“But it was obvious that the media
would take the side of whatever faction
best suited their world.”

In his view, there were those
who sought a decentralization of the
Church.

“There was this triple issue: the
power of the Pope, then transferred to
the power of the bishops and then the
power of all ... popular sovereignty and
naturally they saw this as the part to
be approved, to promulgate, to help,”
said the Pope.

He also said that this was the case
for the liturgy with no interest in it as
an act of faith, but as something to be
made understandable, “similar to a
community activity, something profane.”

“We know that this council of the
media was accessible to all,” he said.

“So, dominant and more efficient, this
council created many calamities, so
many problems, so much misery. In
reality, seminaries closed, convents
closed, the liturgy was trivialized ...
and the true council has struggled to
materialize, to be realized,” he stated.

In his analysis, Pope Benedict
said that the virtual council was
stronger than the real council, but
the real strength of the council was
present.

“It has slowly emerged and is
becoming the real power which is
also true reform, true renewal of the
Church,” he said.

Pope — Media Helped Spread Vatican II Misinterpretations
By Estefania Aguirre

Catholic News Agency/EWTN

A photo of Pope Benedict XVI and a sign of support for the church and the Pope are seen
in St. Peter’s Square as the Pope leads the Angelus from the window of his apartment
overlooking St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Feb. 17. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
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Vatican City — Pope Benedict XVI
used his second to last Angelus to tell
thousands of pilgrims gathered in St.
Peter’s Square that Lent is a “spiritual
battle.”

Lent, he said, “always involves a
battle, a spiritual battle, because
the spirit of evil naturally opposes
our sanctification and seeks to divert us
from the way of God.”

Pope Benedict has just days left as
head of the Catholic Church until his
almost unprecedented resignation takes
effect Feb. 28.

The Pope, speaking from the window
of the Apostolic Palace, explained that
the Lenten “spiritual battle” is the
reason why the Gospel of the first
Sunday of Lent relates each year to
Jesus’ temptations in the desert.

He reflected on the Sunday gospel,
which tells how Jesus was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil after having received
the Holy Spirit in his baptism at the
Jordan River.

“Upon starting his public ministry,
Jesus had to expose and reject the false
images of the Messiah that the tempter
proposed,” said the Pope. “But these
temptations are false images of man
and during all times undermine the
conscience, disguised and proposed as
affordable, effective and even good.”

Pope Benedict said the evangelists
Matthew and Luke reveal three
temptations of Jesus, but differ only in
the order in which they present them.
He said the core of these temptations is
always to exploit God for some lowly
ends, giving more importance to success
or to material goods.

Pope Benedict said that faith is what

is ultimately at stake in temptations
because God is at stake.

“But in hindsight we are at cross-
roads — do we want to follow the ‘I’ or
God? The individual interest or the real
good and what is really good?” said the
Pope.

But the pontiff said we do not have to
fear facing the fight against the spirit of
evil since “Jesus took our temptations
to give us his victory.”

“The important thing is that we do
this with him, with the Victor,” said the
Pope.

Pope Says Lent is
a ‘Spiritual Battle’

By Estefania Aguirre
Catholic News Agency/EWTN

Pope Benedict XVI leaves following an audience with Romanian President Traian
Basescu at the Vatican Feb. 15. The meeting was in the Pope’s schedule before he
announced Feb. 11 that he will resign at the end of the month. (CNS photo/pool
via Reuters)

Pope Benedict XVI leaves on a wheeled
platform after celebrating Ash Wednesday
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican
Feb. 13. The service was expected to be
the last large liturgical event of Pope
Benedict’s papacy. The Pope announced
Feb. 11 that he will resign at the end of the
month. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

VATICAN CITY — In trying to help people under-
stand how belief in God is a natural part of life and
provides grounding for the values that protect human
dignity and peaceful coexistence, Pope Benedict XVI
saw Jews and Muslims as natural allies.

But in the almost eight years of his pontificate, his
relations with the Jewish and Muslim communities
were marked by alternating tensions and new initia-
tives.

During his pontificate, Pope Benedict visited syna-
gogues in three countries and mosques in three others.
However, despite his efforts to promote new forms of
dialogue with the followers of Islam, in the field of
Catholic-Muslim dialogue, many people remember Pope
Benedict primarily for remarks about Mohammed in a
2006 speech.

His relationship with the world’s Jewish
communities was not always smooth either, primarily
because of his decision in 2009 to lift the ex-
communication of a traditionalist bishop who denied
the extent of the Holocaust.

As recently as last October, Pope Benedict affirmed
the church’s teaching about the importance of dialogue
with and respect for Jews, Muslims and members of
other religions, but he did so with a caveat.

In an essay published on the eve of the 50th

anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican
Council, Pope Benedict wrote about the ongoing
importance of “Nostra Aetate,” the declaration on re-
lations with other religions, for Catholics in increasingly
multi-religious societies.

But he also said, “a weakness of this otherwise
extraordinary text has gradually emerged: It speaks of
religion solely in a positive way, and it disregards the
sick and distorted forms of religion which, from the
historical and theological viewpoints, are of far-reaching
importance,” and which explain why Christians for
centuries had been mostly critical of other religions.

When some 300 religious leaders joined him in Assisi,
Italy, in October 2011 to mark the 25th anniversary of
Blessed John Paul II’s prayer for peace meeting, Pope
Benedict said that, as more and more people become
convinced religion is a major source of tension in the
world, religious believers have to be honest about their
communities’ past and present.

“As a Christian I want to say at this point:Yes, it is
true, in the course of history, force has also been used
in the name of the Christian faith.We acknowledge it
with great shame. But it is utterly clear that this was
an abuse of the Christian faith, one that evidently con-
tradicts its true nature,” he told the religious leaders.
At the same, he insisted that history also has shown
the danger of denying God’s existence because “when
man no longer recognizes any criterion or any judge
above himself,” he feels free to unleash his fury to
obtain what he wants.

During his May 2009 visit to the Holy Land, Pope
Benedict visited the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial,
prayed at the Western Wall — Judaism’s holiest site —
and met with Israel’s chief rabbis and with Jewish
leaders from throughout the country.

He used his meeting with leaders of the Jewish
community as an occasion to reaffirm the fact that “the
Catholic Church is irrevocably committed to the path
chosen at the Second Vatican Council for a genuine and
lasting reconciliation between Christians and Jews.”

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Pope Saw Jews, Muslims as Allies in Defending Belief in God

(CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters)



DENVER — Pope Benedict XVI
has left a lasting mark on Catholic
education by showing how reason and
knowledge can lead to an essential love
of God, reflected scholars at leading
Catholic universities.

“This is the chief idea of Pope
Benedict about higher education: It isn’t
our job just to provide information about
God, but that the Catholic university
should be a place where God is in our
midst,” John Garvey, president of
Catholic University of America, told
CNA.

“In his writings, this emphasis on
coming to the love of God is essentially
connected to what universities do ... for
Benedict there is this essential and
intrinsic connection (between) knowing
God and loving God.”

Garvey reflected that Pope Benedict
has tirelessly taught that Catholic
universities should be bringing their
students “not just to know God, but to
love God.”

That perspective is part of the vision
shaping Catholic University of America,
Garvey said. He noted that students
are formed in virtue while there, and
that liturgical life is “essential ... not
accidental” to the life and work of the
university.

During his 2008 address to Catholic
educators, which he delivered at the
D.C.-based university, the Pope empha-
sized the importance of Catholic identity
at institutions of higher education.

This address, in concert with the
efforts of American bishops, Garvey
said, has had “real, noticeable effects
on the attention that Catholic higher
education pays to the Catholicism of our
universities.”

He noted first a “lessening of suspi-
cion” within the academic community
about the role bishops play in connect-
ing Catholic universities to “the life of
the Church.” He also mentioned a
“greater willingness” among Catholic
universities to “be comfortable” in saying
they are Catholic.

The final effect that Garvey thinks
Pope Benedict has had on U.S. Catholic
universities is an increase in efforts “to
carry out their mission as Catholic
universities” in the areas of “student
formation” and in the intellectual life.

Another important point in the Pope’s
thought about Catholic education,
Garvey said, is that faith, alongside rea-
son, is a path to knowledge of the truth.

“Benedict argues ... that faith has an
essential part in what we come to know
at universities.”

Garvey discussed Pope Benedict’s
2006 Regensburg address, in which he
argued that theology does arrive at
truth — and therefore belongs in the
academy — and is not mere opinion or
speculation.

Faith and reason “are not separate
enterprises. ... A university (that) closes
itself off to discussions of faith and the
role of faith in coming to know, is
narrowing itself in an unacceptable
way,” said Garvey. That universities
must have a place for both faith and
reason is one of Pope Benedict’s endur-
ing gifts to the intellectual treasury of
the Church, he explained.

Related to this point is Pope
Benedict’s “wish to reaffirm the

great value of academic freedom,”
as he said at this 2008 address at
Catholic University of America.

Counter to “unfair characterizations,”
Garvey said, the Pope has upheld
the necessity, and indeed goodness, of
academic freedom.

Pope Benedict affirms that the
human person can, with the use of both
reason and faith, come to know the
truth. “‘Academic’ freedom,” he wrote in
his book The Nature and Mission of
Theology “is freedom for the truth, and
its justification is simply to exist for the
sake of the truth.”

Garvey said there is a tendency to
mistake the belief that “there really are
false and true ideas ... for a disbelief in
academic freedom.” Pope Benedict’s
writings, in contrast, highlight that
truth is the only context in which
academic freedom can arise and have
meaning.

The value of academic freedom is that
it allows truth to win out over falsehood
in any “free and open encounter”
between the two, as the 17th-century
English poet John Milton said.

Garvey reflected, “The idea that there
are true and false ideas are themselves
the original basis for protecting …
academic freedom. To imagine that
Benedict doesn’t believe in it, because he
believes that there is a truth we can find
about God, is both to misunderstand
Benedict, and to have a kind of funny
notion of where academic freedom came
from.”

A little-noticed document of Pope
Benedict’s final months in the papacy
will likely have a lasting effect on
Catholic education. Only two weeks
before announcing his resignation, the
Pope released two documents “on his
own initiative” that drastically reduced
the workload of the Congregation for
Catholic Education.

The Congregation was relieved of
oversight on catechesis and seminary
formation on Jan. 25, freeing it up for its
primary mission of overseeing Catholic
universities worldwide.

Garvey visited the Congregation for

Catholic Education in October and said
he was “blown away” by the “scope of
their responsibility.” He noted that
the Congregation is left with the
responsibility for ordering studies in
philosophy and theology, and that the
priests working there will now have
more time to devote to this since they
have been relieved of extraneous tasks.

Susan Hanssen, a professor of history
at the University of Dallas, also
discussed the significant work of the
Congregation for Catholic Education
under the reign of Pope Benedict.

She found the Congregation’s 2011
decree reforming the philosophical de-
partments of Catholic universities to be
the clearest affirmation of the dignity of
human reason since the Second Vatican
Council.

She told CNA Feb. 13 that the decree
emphasizes there are “perennially valid”
truths that are accessible by reason, and
shows that “an important part of being
a Catholic is to affirm the dignity of
human reason and what we can know
by reason — and these are essential
points for Catholic education.”

The affirmation of reason and its
capacity for truth was a theme of Pope
Benedict’s Regensburg address,
Hanssen noted. This point is important,
she said, because it allows Catholics to
engage moral problems — such as
abortion and contraception — in the
public sphere on the basis not of “biblical
truth” but of “rational truth,” accessible
to all persons.

Hanssen said the Regensburg address
was important because it sought to
engage the “academic establishment,”
which by and large has “lost its faith
in reason” and reason’s “capacity to
actually arrive at truth.”

“Benedict XVI had a very clear grasp
of the problems with Catholic education,
and particularly with Catholic higher
education — intellectual problems that
had infected the universities,” she said.

“His understanding of academic
freedom was always the freedom to
pose questions about the ultimate
things, about the origin and destiny

of man, about religion and ethics.”
The dangerous notion of academic

freedom as a refusal to raise questions
of man’s origin and destiny, “lest we dis-
cover any truth about them,” Hanssen
said, is what Pope Benedict referred to
as “the dictatorship of relativism.”

She added that with his Regensburg
address and his 2008 lecture at Catholic
University of America, Pope Benedict
“diagnosed the problem of seculariza-
tion” in Catholic education.

His accomplishment, and what she
believes will be his enduring legacy,
was his “revitalizing the base” and
“appealing directly to the laity,” along-
side Blessed John Paul II.

She discussed how Pope Benedict has
influenced parents who are helping
their children to choose from among
universities. His public ministry pro-
claiming the importance of Catholic
identity and of both faith and reason is
easily accessible online for parents, and
for prospective university students.

“Parents are much more informed
consumers after this decade,” she said.
They “are no longer fooled by Catholic
labels” but are looking for “vibrantly
Catholic” universities.

Hanssen described “roving bands of
Catholic parents, well aware of their
parental right to educate their children,
determined to spend their money wisely,
market-educated by listening to EWTN,
reading up on colleges on the John
Henry Newman Society website, and
combing through Catholic college web-
sites, faculty web pages and university
curricula for that rare commodity — a
genuinely Catholic education worth its
weight in gold.”

These well-informed parents, together
with the proliferation of “smaller, newer,
more vibrantly Catholic institutions”
such as Wyoming Catholic College, “are
the legacy ... of Benedict XVI,” she said.

Pope Benedict has assisted parents in
the “pretty serious moral decisions,”
which “God has entrusted” to them,
of guiding their children to make
good decisions about their education,
Hanssen reflected.

February 24, 2013   5Sooner Catholic 

Pope’s Legacy One of Linking Education With Love For God
By Carl Bunderson

Catholic News Agency/EWTN

Pope Benedict XVI accepts offertory gifts from children dressed as the Three Kings during Mass on the feast of Mary, Mother of God, in St.
Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. The Pope is widely credited with working to revitalize Catholic education. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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On Jan. 14, I prayed for my new-
born granddaughter in the chapel
at Cardinal Glennon Children’s
Medical Center. I paused at the
door to sign the guest register and
write the name Eliana Noel in the
prayer request space next to my
name.

A couple of days earlier, my son
called to tell me that their baby
had been born. The call was not
the call I expected. “Mom,” he said,
“we have a baby girl, but it has
been a terrible night. She’s 9
pounds, 9 ounces.” I gasped. My
daughter-in-law is extremely
petite, with a pre-pregnancy
weight of about 110 pounds.
Candice had just delivered a baby
that was about one-half of her
pregnancy weight.

“The baby was stuck in the birth
canal for a very long time. The
umbilical cord was wrapped
around her neck twice. The doctors
finally just pulled her out by her
arm. She didn’t have a heartbeat,
Mom.” Tears streamed down my
face as I listened to my son
describe the birth of his first
child. “She wasn’t breathing.
They worked on her for about 12

minutes, and she didn’t breathe on
her own until 13 minutes after
delivery. She’s being transferred to
Cardinal Glennon Hospital, and
they aren’t sure if she’s going to
make it.”

He listed the possible scenarios.
Paralysis. Cerebral palsy. Brain
damage. The next day, Eliana had
two seizures. For three days, the
neurological team said the MRI
would show some brain damage.

As I prayed in the chapel, I
asked for the intercession of
Blessed John Paul II. I asked
everyone I met to pray and had
become a beggar of prayers. Clergy,
the curia, seminarians, countless
orders of men and women reli-
gious, faithful Catholics, and
perfect strangers agreed to pray
for Eliana. I asked for prayers
through Facebook and LinkedIn. I
asked them to lay this petition
before Blessed John Paul II.

Thousands were storming the
heavens.

Eliana means “God answers
prayer.” Her parents chose the
name last summer. They prayed
throughout the pregnancy that
their little girl would give glory to
God.

Outside the chapel is a sketch of

John Paul II with a quote: “I want
the young boys and girls being
taken care of at Cardinal Glennon
Children’s Hospital and all sick
children everywhere to know that
the Pope prays for each one of
you.”

The next evening my son called.
“No brain damage, Mom ... none.
Her mind is perfect, and the doctor
says that her brain function now
depends solely on the DNA she
received from us.” And then he
laughed while I cried tears of joy.

God not only saved their little
girl, He had protected her through-
out the birth. Eliana’s nurses have
said, “This child is miraculous. We
have never seen this happen.
Babies just don’t go through what
she went through without suffer-
ing some brain damage.”

I have seen the power of inter-
cessory prayer. I don’t know that
this will be a Church-declared
miracle for the canonization of
Blessed John Paul II, but I am
confident he prayed for Eliana at
the throne in heaven, and God
heard his prayer.

Bossert is a member of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in New Melle. Read her blog at
www.catholicbygrace.blogspot.com.

‘Storming the Heavens’ With Prayer For a Miracle

At his election in 2005, some
thought of him as a papal place-
keeper: a man who would keep the
Chair of Peter warm for a few years
until a younger papal candidate
emerged. In many other ways, and
most recently by his remarkably
self-effacing decision to abdicate,
Joseph Ratzinger proved himself a
man of surprises. What did he
accomplish, and what was left un-
done, over a pontificate of almost
eight years?

He secured the authoritative
interpretation of Vatican II
that had been begun (with his
collaboration) by his predecessor,
Blessed John Paul II. Vatican II,
the Council in which the Church
came to understand herself as a
communion of disciples in mission,
was not a moment to deconstruct
Catholicism, but a moment to rein-
vigorate the faith that is “ever
ancient, ever new,” precisely so
that it could be more vigorously
proposed.

He helped close the door on the
Counter-Reformation Church in
which he had grown up in his
beloved Bavarian countryside, and
thrust open the door to the Church
of the New Evangelization, in which
friendship with Jesus Christ is the
center of the Church’s proclamation
and proposal. As I explain in
Evangelical Catholicism: Deep
Reform in the 21st-Century Church
(Basic Books), Benedict XVI was
a hinge man, the pivot on which
the turn into the evangelical,
mission-driven Church of the third
millennium was completed.

He accelerated the reform of the

liturgy, accentuating the liturgy’s
beauty. Why? Because he under-
stood that, for postmoderns uneasy
with the notion
that anything is
“true” or anything
is “good,” the ex-
perience of beauty
can be a unique
window into a more
open and spacious
human world, a
world in which it is
once again possible
to grasp that some
things are, in fact, true and good
(as others are, in fact, false and
wicked).

He proved an astute analyst
of contemporary democracy’s dis-
contents, as he also correctly
identified the key 21st-century
issues between Islam and “the rest”:
Can Islam find within itself the
religious resources to warrant
both religious toleration and the
separation of religious and political
authority in the state?

He was a master catechist and
teacher, and, like John Henry
Newman (whom he beatified) and
Ronald Knox, his sermons will be
read as models of the homiletic art,
and appreciated for their keen
biblical and theological insights, for
centuries.

As for the incomplete and the
not-done:

Benedict XVI was determined to
rid the Church of what he called, on
the Good Friday before his election
as pope, the “filth” that marred the
image of the Bride of Christ and
impeded her evangelical mission.

He was successful,
to a degree, but
the work of re-
construction, in the
wake of the sexual
abuse scandal,
remains to be
completed. This
is most urgently
obvious in Ireland,
where the resistance
of an intransigent
hierarchical es-
tablishment is a
severe impediment
to the re-evangeliza-
tion of that once-
Catholic country.
And the next pope
must, in my judg-
ment, be more severe
than his two prede-
cessors in dealing with
bishops whom the evidence
demonstrates were complicit in
abuse cover-up — even if such
an approach was considered
appropriate at the time by both the
counseling profession and the legal
authorities. The Church has higher
standards.

Joseph Ratzinger had extensive
experience in the Roman Curia and
it was widely expected that he
would undertake its wholesale
reform. Not only did that not
happen, things got worse, and the
Curia today is, in candor, an im-
pediment to the evangelical mission
of the pope and the Church. A
massive housecleaning and re-
design is imperative if the Church’s
central administrative machinery is
to support the New Evangelization,

which, for the Curia, is not a matter
of creating a new bureaucratic
office but a new cast of mind.
(Evangelical Catholicism contains
numerous suggestions for how that
might be done.)

And then there is Europe. The
man who named himself for the
first saintly patron of Europe tried
his best, but, like his predecessor,
the best he could manage was to
stir the flickering flames of renewal
in a few parts of Catholicism’s
historic heartland. Its re-evange-
lization remains an urgent task.

George Weigel is a Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center in Washington,
D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic Register, the
official newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3215.

Pope Benedict XVI and Mustafa Cagrici, the grand mufti of
Istanbul, pray in the Blue Mosque in Istanbul in this 2006 file
photo. In trying to help people understand how belief in God is
a natural part of life and provides grounding for the values
that protect human dignity and peaceful coexistence, Pope
Benedict saw Muslims and Jews as natural allies. (CNS
photo/Patrick Hertzog

The Legacy of Benedict XVI

By George
Weigel

By Denise Bossert
Catholic By Grace
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NORMAN — Lent got off to a good
start Feb. 16 for about 700 men
attending the 17th annual In the
Father’s Footsteps Catholic Men’s
Conference.

Held at the Embassy Suites, this
year’s event, titled “Upon this Rock,”
once again gave men the opportunity
to grow in their faith and become
better fathers, sons and Catholics.

It was a day of fellowship, learning
and having fun as nationally ac-
claimed speakers imparted wisdom to
men gathered from parishes across the
state.

Father Richard Fragomeni, a priest
of the Diocese of Albany, N.Y., gave the
keynote address after a blessing by St.
Eugene’s pastor, Father Joe Jacobi.

Father Fragomeni said true spiritual
growth and enrichment comes when
people yielded to God and His will.

“As men we want to be in control,”
he said. “That’s why we invented the
GPS so we wouldn’t have to ask for
directions.”

Good things happen when we give
our hearts to Christ, he said.

“Our Protestant brothers and
sisters say that you’re born again but
once, but we believe we’re born again
over and over again,” he said. “How
else do you explain the need for Lent
every year?”

And when believers give their life to
God, they become humble, embrace
hospitality, and become more generous
and concerned about justice and
charity.

People also enrich their prayer life.
“When we talk about prayer, it’s

about being present with God, not
trying to manipulate God like our old
controlling selves,” he said.

Finally, he said a faithful life leads
to “bedazzlement.

“Yes, life has its challenges, but life
is also beautiful and full of hope,” he
said. “Life doesn’t have to be just one
darn thing after another.”

His message was embraced by
conference attendees, such as Dale
Moore of St. John’s Edmond.

“I like these conferences because I
learn new things,” Moore said. “Faith is
yielding to what you believe. Satan
believes, but he doesn’t yield to it.”

For others present, the event
provides many opportunities for
spiritual enrichment.

“It gives me a great boost of faith,”
said Larry King of St. Mary’s Ponca
City. “It’s like getting a big dose of
spiritual B-12 vitamins.”

Of the 700 attendees, about 300
were Knights of Columbus and 100
were middle school and high school
youth. Among the youth were Gabe
Volpe, attending his second conference.

“I like the conference. It can be
funny at times,” he said. He attends
church with his family at St. Teresa’s
in Harrah. Volpe was there with
Jacob Ledet already making his fourth
conference.

There also were people like
Meredith Parks of St. Eugene’s in
Oklahoma City, who likes being
around “other Catholic men,” and likes
the live music of the conference.

Another speaker, Father Josh
Wagner of Ohio, discussed sin and how
it led people to be “isolated and alone.”

“Hell is absolute loneliness,” he
said. “We are designed to be in
relationships. To be alone is not good
for human beings.”

Father Wagner added that it is
Christ who shows what it’s like to be a
man and that God called people to be
“men of action.”

He also urged attendees to be
grateful and forgive.

“I knew a woman who was mad at
her brother for 40 years, and even
after he was dead,” he said. “Holding a
grudge and never forgiving is like
taking a poison and hoping someone
else dies from it.”

He encouraged men to value their
spouses and children.

Many members of the clergy were
available to offer reconciliation.
The Blessed Sacrament was also
presented.

Men also were treated to a
presentation by Father David Dwyer, a
national radio host, and William
Federer, a historian and defender of
religious freedom. He pointed out
examples in history where leaders,
such as President Washington, were
quick to acknowledge the power of
God.

Archbishop Coakley concluded the
day with the celebration of Mass.

Conference director Ray Haefele was
pleased with the day.

“So far I’ve received nothing but
positive feedback,” he said. “Normally
we might hear one or two things, but
so far it’s gone smooth and we hope for
another good turnout next year.”
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Catholic Men Stand Upon the Solid Rock of Faith

NORMAN — It was a young man’s luncheon
at the In the Father’s Footsteps Catholic Men’s
Conference with two special guest speakers, Gabe
Ikard and Blake Bell.

Ikard and Bell are both Catholic and football
players for the University of Oklahoma. Ikard, a
Bishop McGuinness graduate, is an All American
offensive lineman, while Bell has earned fame over
the past two seasons as the “Belldozer,” the Sooners
very successful short yardage quarterback.

They spoke to about 100 young men at the
luncheon.

“What’s most important to me is to be a man of
God,” Ikard said. “Your character and your faith are
everything,” he added.

Ikard and Bell said they are almost the only
Catholics on the team, but were loyal to their faith.

The two were asked about what it was like to
play last season against traditional Catholic foot-
ball powerhouse Notre Dame. Both admitted they
were recruited by Notre Dame and respected the

program. However, each was still a bit dis-
appointed by the loss in Norman last October and
looked forward to next year’s game at Notre Dame.

Bell said he and Ikard both attended Mass at
St. Thomas More in Norman, just south of the
Gaylord Family Memorial Stadium on campus.

And how does Bell feel about his nickname, the
Belldozer?

“It’s a name the fans chose and it’s fine,” he said.
Ikard was pleased to be a part of the conference.
“I’ve been to one before. This is just awesome,” he

said. Both players stayed after the luncheon and
visited with attendees and posed for photographs.

Youth were also treated to a “Stump the Priest,”
session where visiting priests Father Dave Dwyer
and Father Josh Wagner fielded many questions.
Those questions included whether pets would join
us in heaven and if people before Christ’s time
would be saved. Father Wagner said pets would
probably be recreated in heaven by God if it
brought joy to those in heaven, and Father Dwyer
said God would be merciful to those before Christ’s
time. Both were stumped, not knowing the name of
the Pope in 366, Pope Liberius.

Sooner football players, and Catholics, Gabe Ikard, left,
and Blake “The Belldozer” Bell addressed young men,
urging them to be men of faith. (Photo by Steve Gust)

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

About Faith and Football...
Ikard — Character and Faith are Everything

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Above, director Ray Haefele welcomes
almost 700 men to the In the Father’s
Footsteps Catholic Men’s Conference,
held in Norman Feb. 16. At right, Father
Joe Jacobi, pastor of St. Eugene’s. He led
the opening prayer for the conference.
(Photos by Steve Gust)
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Oklahoma Catholics made their presence known again as they
joined with thousands of other pro-life supporters from various faith
communities to fill the state Capitol during the 22nd annual Rose
Day event.

Rose Day was Feb. 6 and again served to bring together Catholics
and Protestants in an effort to convince lawmakers to support pro-
life legislation. This year’s keynote speaker was Lila Rose, who
several years ago as a young college student at UCLA exposed the
true agenda of Planned Parenthood.

Tony Lauinger and Kevin Calvey of Oklahomans for Life, Inc. were

both on hand as was Barbara Chishko and Ruth Blakely of Birth
Choice of Oklahoma. They were joined by several representatives
from Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and a
number of students from Mount St. Mary High School.

Calvey’s wife, Toni, and their children joined him at Rose Day.
Toni Calvey shared a personal story about why she is dedicated to
the pro-life effort. Her mother chose to put her up for adoption rather
than abort her.

As for Lila Rose, her story in the pro-life movement began as a
student at UCLA when she obtained information that showed the

university health clinic had recorded that some 2,000 pregnancy
tests had been distributed in a year. Rose said she found this odd
because she never saw a pregnant student walking the campus at
UCLA. She went to the campus clinic and told the officials there she
was pregnant and asked what support she could receive from the
school. She was told there was no support from the school but there
were two abortion providers available to her.

She since has created a firm known as Live Action, which has gone
about the country exposing other Planned Parenthood clinics as
being interested first and foremost in promoting abortion.

Oklahoma Catholics’ Dedication
to Life Blooms at Rose Day Event

Above, Kevin and Toni Calvey with their children at the 22nd Rose Day at the state Capitol. Top right, Mount St. Mary
students Madison Hughes, Mary Beth Schwager, Tayler Duclos and Ana Mascote visit with Calvey, of Oklahomans for Life,
Inc. Bottom right, Catholic Charities was well represented at Rose Day. (Photos by Ray Dyer)

Come and See Weekend
Come and See Weekend will be April

13 to April 15 at Conception Seminary
College. This is a trip for young men
who are juniors and seniors in high
school and older who would like to visit
a seminary.

This is an excellent opportunity to
meet seminarians who are discerning
their call to the priesthood. This visit
is sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City Vocations Office and
is free. Please contact your pastor
or the Archdiocesan Vocations
Office at (405) 721-9351 or email
vocations@archokc.org.

Faith Nursing Conference Set 
EDMOND — The sixth annual Faith

Community Nurses Association
Conference “Weaving Presence into
Nursing Ministry” will be Thursday,
April 18, at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church, 900 S. Littler.

This program will begin with prayer
followed by four presentations:

Theology of Presence by Harry
Kocurek, Ph.D.; The Practice of
Presence by Doris Giles, MS, RN, and
Deborah Seider, MS, RN; The Power
of Presence by Richard Klinge, JD;
Integrating the Ministry of Presence by
Pat Haymaker, RN, FCN.

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. with
the conference beginning at 8 a.m. and
ending at 4:30 p.m. This course is ap-
proved for 5.75 contact hours applicable
for RN, LPN or LMHT re-licensure. Cost
is $45 for FCNAOK members and
nursing students, and $75 for non-
FCNA members. Checks payable to:
FCNA OK, Attn: Maria Avers, 820552
South 3320 Road, Wellston, Okla. 74881.

For more information, contact
Marilyn Seiler at (405) 334-1630, or
marilynseiler72@gmail.com.

St. Eugene’s Lenten Mission

OKLAHOMA CITY — St. Eugene’s
Church will host a Lenten Mission with
Father Nick Rice.

The mission will be March 4 to
March 6 with sessions at 9 a.m.
following Mass and 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
each day. Confessions will be heard after
the morning sessions.

Father Rice is from the Archdiocese of
Louisville. He was ordained in 1967 and
has served as president of the National
Conference of Catechetical Leadership
and two terms as president of the
Council of Priests.

The theme for the March 4 evening
session will be “Embrace Christ” and
will explore our relationship with the
person of Jesus Christ and what role it
plays in our daily lives. The theme for
March 5 will be “Treasure the Church”
and will explore the meaning and role of
being the Body of Christ made visible
through our life, sacraments, service
and sanctification in family and work

life. On March 6, the theme will be
“Witness Your Faith” with a focus on
translating the aspects of God’s love into
daily actions and building a world that
reflects God’s abiding presence.

Child care will be available during all
sessions.

“Ladies of Grace”
OKLAHOMA CITY — Christ the

King Catholic Church will again present
its annual “Ladies of Grace” conference
on Saturday, March 9, from 9 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

The women of Christ the King
will share faith, fun and fabulous hot
topics. The keynote speaker is Laura
Nelson, Catholic speaker, author,
teacher and blogger from Grapevine,
Texas. Her presentation will be “Wonder
Woman, Wondering Woman or Woman
of Wonder - Which One Are You?”

The conference breakout session
topics include “The Lent of the Irish Be

With You,” “The Virgin Diet,” “Well-
Being for All Ages,” “New to OKC: The
Real EVOO” and “Estate Sale 101.”
Presenters include: Jennifer Bentley;
Kathy Kempf; Jody Kerr; Mary Diane
Steltenkamp; Martha Tarpay, MD; Mary
Jane Frye, PharmD; Laura Webb, MD;
Maggie Kite; and Teresa Wall.

“Ladies of Grace gives women a
special time to spend with other women
praying and learning together and
having some fun as well,” said Father
Rick Stansberry, pastor at Christ the
King.

The conference is at Christ the King’s
Parish Center, 8005 Dorset Drive, one
block north of Wilshire between Penn
and May. The conference is open to the
public, costs $25 and includes lunch. To
register, call (405) 843-4766 or email
cindy@-ckokc.org. Deadline for registra-
tion is March 4.
Oklahoma Master Chorale Presents
Requiems 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Saint Francis
of Assisi Parish, 1901 NW 18th St., will
host the Master Chorale concert March
3.

Two famous requiems will be featured
at the concert. Neither composition uses
the traditional text, yet both have won
huge acclaim from audiences around the
world. The performance, including the
chorale, soloists and full orchestra,
will begin at 3 p.m. under the baton of
director Dr. Vicki J. Schaeffer.

In 1887, French musician Gabriel
Faure, in perhaps his most famous
work, chose not to follow the traditional
mode, but offered texts that reflected his
own personal views, focusing on rest
and peace. Almost a hundred years
later, American composer John Rutter
presented his requiem, which like
Faure’s, does not reflect the standard
liturgy. Instead, Rutter includes
material from the Anglican Book of
Common Prayer, as well as the Roman

Catholic Mass. In 1983, Rutter’s father
had recently died, and the composer
wanted to honor him with a creation of
original music. Since his parent had had
no musical training, Rutter wrote a less
structured composition that he hoped
“could be appreciated by people every-
where.”

The concert is free, but donations are
appreciated.

Parish Ministry Series
Do you serve in a parish office in

some capacity? Secretary? Receptionist?
Bookkeeper? Another role? Full-time?
Part-time? Paid? Volunteer? In an urban
parish? Rural parish? Have you ever
thought about meeting with other
parish office staff to discuss your ups
and downs, challenges, best practices?
Want to develop your skills and ex-
pertise? Would you like to deepen your
awareness of your role in ministry?

Then consider participating in the

Parish Faith and Ministry Formation
Series Parish Office Staff In-Service,
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., Feb. 21,
March 21 and April 25. Topics will
include role of staff in parish ministry,
best practices for church office
operations, healthy boundaries and
strengthening communication skills.
These in-service programs may be
attended at any one of our video-
conferencing sites: Catholic Pastoral
Center, Oklahoma City; St. Francis,
Enid; St. Peter, Woodward; St. Mary,
Clinton; Prince of Peace, Altus; and Holy
Family, Lawton. For more information
or to register for any of these presenta-
tions, call or email the Pastoral Ministry
Office: (405) 721-4208 or 800-721-5651
Ext. 131; pmp@archokc.org<mailto:pmp-
@archokc.org>; or Parish Outreach and
Program Development, (405) 523-3003,
bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.org-<mail-
to:bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.org>.

Across Oklahoma

WASHINGTON — The Catholic
Relief Services Collection will take
place the weekend of March 9 to
March 10. This year’s collection
theme: “Jesus in Disguise: How
will you help?” invites Catholics to
influence the lives of more than
100 million people at home and
abroad, particularly families
affected by persecution, war and
natural disasters.

“The Catholic Relief Services
Collection enacts Jesus’ message
of caring for the least of our
brothers and sisters through
providing humanitarian aid and
ongoing resources. This collection
provides an opportunity for
Catholics in the United States
to help suffering families around
the world,” said Archbishop
Dennis M. Schnurr of Cincinnati,
chairman of the Committee on
National Collections of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB).

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is
the official overseas relief and
development agency of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Recent collection funds have
helped CRS establish water
programs in 40 countries around
the world. In East Africa, for
example, where a terrible drought
sent millions from their homes in
search of food and water, some
farmers in Ethiopia stayed home.
Their thriving crops and livestock
needed tending. Long before the
drought struck, CRS built more
than 700 water sources that
provide clean water to 2.1 million
people there.

In Sudan, the youth of West
Darfur with little or no access to
education, have been given a
second chance through CRS’
Accelerated Learning project.
Since 2005, this project has
enabled CRS to build and re-
habilitate hundreds of classrooms
and has allowed more than 600

CRS-trained
teachers to put
their good train-
ing into practice.

In addition
to CRS, the
Catholic Relief
Services
Collection funds
five other
Catholic
agencies:
USCCB’s
Migration and
Refugee Services,
which helps
resettle refugees
in the United
States; USCCB’s
Secretariat of
Cultural
Diversity in the
Church, which
provides out-
reach and
pastoral care
to ethnic and
cultural groups;
USCCB’s
Department of
Justice, Peace
and Human
Development,
which advocates
for poor and
vulnerable people
and for inter-
national justice
and peace;
Catholic Legal
Immigration
Network, Inc.
(CLINIC); and
the Holy Father’s
Relief Fund,
which provides
assistance to  victims of
natural disasters and other
emergencies around the world.

More information on the
Catholic Relief Services Collection
and the projects it funds
can be found online at:

www.usccb.org/catholic-
giving/opportunities-
for-giving/catholic-relief-services-
collection/<http://www.usccb.org/
catholic-giving/opportunities-
for-giving/catholic-relief-services-
collection/>

Catholic Relief Services March
Collection Helps ‘Jesus in Disguise’

“The Catholic Relief Services
Collection enacts Jesus’ message of
caring for the least of our brothers

and sisters through providing
humanitarian aid and 

ongoing resources. This collection 
provides an opportunity for Catholics 
in the United States to help suffering

families around the world.”
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr
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OKLAHOMA CITY — “Come back to me with all
your heart, your broken heart, your troubled heart.”
Through the prophet Joel, God calls to each of us
with these words on Ash Wednesday. Through a very
special healing ministry in our Archdiocese, God calls
uniquely to those who are suffering from the pain of
abortion … their own abortion or that of a family
member or friend.

This healing process is open to women and men,
mothers and fathers of a child who was aborted,
grandparents, other family members or friends
affected by an abortion. Mercy, forgiveness and peace

is God’s desire for each of us. Come to a Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat and have an opportunity to
grieve the loss of this child and experience the
peace and happiness you seek. The next retreat in
the Oklahoma City area will be May 24 to May 26.

Please contact the Rachel’s Vineyard team through
the confidential phone line or email with your
questions. Phone: (405) 623-3844. Email: rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com. Also, the international web-
site has a great deal of information about the retreat
and locations and dates of the retreat throughout the
country. Website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Offers
Healing for Those Affected by Abortion

Supporting Seminarian Education
The Seminarian Burse Fund at the Catholic Foundation continues to ensure

financial resources are available for seminarians of the Archdiocese. Last
year, contributions of $265,000 did not cover the expenses of more than

$885,000 to support our seminarians during their graduate educational years.
Income from the Fund helps to make up the difference. Your gift to any of the

named Burses or the general Seminarian Burse Fund at the Catholic
Foundation will help to ensure we can educate an abundance of seminarians
for our Archdiocese in the future. The Foundation’s mission is to continue to

invest in the future of our faith. It takes your planned gift to ensure that
future. Please give serious consideration to include the Catholic Foundation

when making your estate plans.

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@catharchdioceseokc.org

CORNERSTONE

AMMAN, Jordan — Cardinal Robert
Sarah, president of the Pontifical
Council Cor Unum, is visiting Jordan
to take stock of the serious refugee
situation created by the Syrian conflict
and to assess how Catholic charities
are responding.

“The humanitarian situation in
Syria and throughout the region is
unsustainable. Some estimates speak
of 1 million refugees, more than 2.5
million displaced persons, and almost
100,000 deaths directly attributable to
violence,” a Feb. 18 press release from
Cor Unum says.

The Pontifical Council is responsible
for overseeing the international
Catholic relief agency Caritas,
distributing funds to disaster victims
and coordinating Catholic charitable
efforts.

The meeting will provide an
opportunity to assess humanitarian
aid provided by Catholic charities,
including Caritas, to refugees and
victims of the violence in Syria.

The scale of the refugee crisis is vast.
Jordan, Israel, Lebanon and Turkey
have all received people trying to es-
cape the fighting between government
troops and opposition forces. The U.N.
estimates that 5,000 people are leaving
Syria every day, although other reports
indicate the actual number could be
significantly higher.

As of Feb. 18, the number of refugees
in Jordan had reached 355,000. On
Monday, the Jordanian border guard
forces reported that 1,279 people had
crossed into the country in the last 24
hours alone.

The stream of refugees pouring into
Jordan “has exceeded all expectations
as the number of Syrians crossing the
border between the two countries
during the first week of the new year
has come to 8,835 refugees, whereas
the number in December was 22,000,”
a Jan. 12 situation report from Caritas
Jordan said.

Refugee Crisis
Continues as
Vatican Officials
Arrive in Jordan

A Syrian boy stands in front of his
family’s tent at the Zaatri refugee camp in
the Jordanian city of Mafraq, near the
border with Syria. The United Nations
urged neighboring countries to keep open
their borders to civilians fleeing the
intensifying conflict in Syria. More than
30,000 refugees arrived at the Zaatri
camp this year. (CNS photo/Muhammad
Hamed)

By David Uebbing
CNA/EWTN News

BALTIMORE (CNA/EWTN News)
— Pro-life advocates are urging an
end to third-trimester abortions in
response to the death of a 29-year-old
woman who underwent the procedure
at a Maryland clinic run by Dr. Leroy
Carhart.

“It is so tragic that this family had
to lose not only their nearly full-term
child, but also their wife, daughter and
sister,” said Michael Martelli, executive
director of the Maryland Coalition for
Life. “What is most appalling is that
the State of Maryland refused to hear
the pleas of this community and
has allowed this man to continue to
butcher women and children.”

The pro-life group said that, on
the same day the woman died, the
Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene announced on its
website that it issued an abortion
license to Carhart’s clinic without
inspecting the facility.

It also noted that Carhart was
recently portrayed as a “hero” in the
documentary “After Tiller,” which
debuted at the prestigious Sundance
Film Festival earlier this year.

The documentary featured Carhart
as one of only four doctors in America
who perform third-trimester abortions.
It claimed to show the great care that
these doctors exercise with regard to
their patients.

However, Martelli said in a Feb. 8
statement that the woman’s death was

a “senseless tragedy” that resulted
from a false sense of health care and
“the apathy of the pro-abortion
Maryland state government.”

On Feb. 7, a woman died at Shady
Grove Adventist Hospital in Rockville,
Md., after reportedly beginning a
multi-day abortion procedure at
Carhart’s Germantown Reproductive
Health Services in Germantown, Md.,
the previous Sunday.

The Maryland Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner and the Mont-
gomery County Police Department are
investigating the woman’s death, the
Washington Post reports.

According to Operation Rescue, pro-
life witnesses outside the clinic said
the woman had come from New York
for a third-trimester abortion. She
visited the clinic each day through
Wednesday and appeared “pale and
weak.”

The woman reportedly began
suffering chest pain and other dis-
comfort on the morning of Feb. 7. She
unsuccessfully tried to reach Carhart,
and her family took her from a hotel to
the hospital at about 5 a.m. Thursday
morning.

Hospital staff members were also
unable to contact Carhart or get
assistance from his clinic, Operation
Rescue said, citing an anonymous
source. The woman suffered massive
internal bleeding and died about 9:30
a.m.

“The avoidable death of this young
woman dramatically illustrates the
dangers of third-trimester abortions
that are done outside of the safety of
obstetrical standards,” Operation
Rescue president Troy Newman said
Feb. 8.

“It is time for medical boards to put
an end to these horrifically dangerous
and barbaric third-trimester abortions.
If they do not, we can only expect
Carhart and his associates to send
more women to the morgue.”

He charged that the incident
showed “shoddy practices” and
“patient abandonment” that rise
to the level of criminal conduct.
However, Montgomery County Police
Department spokesman Capt. Paul
Starks told the Washington Post that
there is not yet any indication of
criminal activity in the case.

Newman urged the immediate
passage of a late-term abortion ban “to
protect other women and their viable
babies from unnecessary injury and
death.”

Carhart had previously sparked
controversy as a defendant in the U.S.
Supreme Court case Gonzales v.
Carhart, which resulted in the 2007
ruling that some legislative limits
on partial-birth abortion are
constitutional. He relocated much of
his practice to Maryland from
Nebraska after the state tightened
restrictions on late-term abortions.

Late-Term Procedure Blamed in Woman’s Death
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Desde el sorprendente anuncio del 11 de febrero de que nuestro amado
Santo Padre, el Papa Benedicto XVI, dimitiría de su Oficio el 28 de febrero,
la Iglesia y el mundo han lidiado para encontrar palabras y gestos
apropiados para responder a esta nueva realidad. Sólo en dos ocasiones
anteriores, en 1294 y 1415, algo similar ocurrió.

Preguntas surgieron inmediatamente; preguntas prácticas. Cuando me
reuní con los medios de comunicación en el día del anuncio se me preguntó:
“¿Qué va a ser llamado después de su renuncia?” y “¿Qué va a traer puesto?”
Hubo también preguntas de más sondeo: “¿Cuál será el legado del Papa
Benedicto XVI?” “¿Qué pasa después?”

Estas y muchas otras preguntas han estado en las mentes de muchos
católicos así como de  personas de otra fe y de sin fe en absoluto. El interés
que despierta este evento improbable nos recuerda la importancia del
Obispo de Roma, el Papa, no sólo para los católicos que suman más de un
billón de miembros en todo el mundo, pero su importancia para toda la
humanidad. La suya es una voz singular de  autoridad religiosa y moral que
no siempre puede ser atendida, pero rara vez es ignorada.

Las preocupaciones que han llenado la mente de muchos durante los
primeros días después de este anuncio, tal como su título (después de la
dimisión) o incluso su legado ciertamente no son las preguntas que el Santo
Padre paso tiempo pensando en llegar a su decisión. Como él mismo re-
conoció esta fue una decisión tomada delante de Dios, y sólo Dios. Se baso
únicamente en lo que el Papa Benedicto determinó que era mejor, no para sí,
pero para la Iglesia. Tras reconocer que su fuerza, debido a su avanzada
edad y la debilidad física concomitante, ya no era adecuada para cumplir con
las responsabilidades y asumir la carga de su Oficio, él resolvió renunciar al
ministerio Petrino. Al hacerlo, él abre el camino a otro hombre a quien los
Cardenales electores, guiados por el Espíritu Santo, deberán seleccionar
para ocupar la Cátedra de Pedro, en el curso del próximo Cónclave. Es
difícil imaginar una demostración más humilde del amor duradero y la

preocupación por la Iglesia, que este
Siervo de los Siervos de Dios ha hecho el
fundamento de su vida y ministerio.

Los próximos años darán una oportunidad
adecuada para evaluar el legado del
papado del Papa Benedicto XVI y sus otras
contribuciones importantes como sacerdote,
teólogo, obispo y cardenal. Este momento, sin
embargo, es un momento para dar gracias.
Aquí no tenemos algún paradigma
determinado a seguir. A pesar de que pronto
va a renunciar, él todavía estará con nosotros.
No estamos de luto por la muerte de un Papa. Nos ofrece una oportunidad
para expresar nuestra gratitud de varias maneras.

Estoy proponiendo que todos los sacerdotes, diáconos, mujeres y hombres
consagrados, y todos los fieles de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City se unan
juntos en oración durante estos días. Les pido que empecemos una novena el
martes, 19 de febrero que concluye el jueves, 28 de febrero, el día de la
dimisión del Santo Padre. La misma oración de gratitud y de súplica puede
ser utilizada después de esa fecha y hasta que la elección de un nuevo Papa
se haya logrado.

La oración, desarrollada por el Capellán Supremo de los Caballeros de
Colón, el Arzobispo William Lori, debe ser utilizada para concluir la Plegaria
Universal (Oración de los Fieles) en cada misa. También se puede rezar
personalmente, en el hogar, en reuniones parroquiales, y en escuelas.

Gracias por aceptar esta invitación a orar por la Iglesia. En este momento,
nuestros corazones se llenan de gratitud por el ministerio del Papa
Benedicto XVI. Encomendamos el futuro de la Iglesia y de la Sede de Pedro
a Cristo, el Buen Pastor, quien prometió nunca dejar sin atención a su
rebaño.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Una Invitación a la Oración 
Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

Encuentro Matrimonial Mundial
Los padres que se aman  tienen el doble que ofrecer.

UN REGALO SIN PRECIO…
Que sus hijos valoraran para siempre…
Que les darán un gran beneficio en sus vidas…
Que será un gran valor enlos años venideros…
Un regalo muy especial que que solamente USTEDES les pueden dar…
El regalo de su Amoroso Matrimonio.

Cada niño merece  Crecer siendo amado…
próximos fines de semana del 2013

Marzo 1,2,3 Junio 7,8,9 Octubre 11,12,13

Por más de 40 años, el Encuentro Matrimonial ha estado ayudando a
buenos matrimonios a volverse mejores matrimonios. Dese la oportunidad
de vivir la experiencia de un Fin de Semana  de Encuentro Matrimonial y

descubra lo que más de 3 millones de Parejas sus familias y Sacerdotes han
experimentado-comunicación íntima, perdón y entrega.

Martin y Emma Barcenas                   Edgar y Nancy Morales
(918) 557-7275 (405) 923-8744               (405) 517-2451 (405) 602-6950

Señor Jesucristo, Supremo Pastor de Tu Iglesia,
te damos gracias por el ministerio del Papa Benedicto XVI

y el generoso cuidado con el que nos ha guiado
como sucesor de Pedro, y tu Vicario en la tierra.

Buen Pastor, que fundaste Tu Iglesia
en la piedra de la fe de Pedro

y nunca dejas a tu rebaño desatendido,
míranos con amor ahora,

y sostén a tu Iglesia en la fe, esperanza y caridad.
Concede, Señor Jesús, en tu infinito amor por nosotros,

un nuevo Papa para tu Iglesia
que te agrade por su santidad
y nos guie fielmente hacia Ti,

que eres el mismo ayer, hoy y siempre.
Amén.

Oración por la Iglesia
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Lecciones Aprendidas sobre la fe de la Renuncia Papal

A las 5:59 AM, mi radio reloj se
enciende y un minuto más tarde, con
la noticia  de primera hora, me
entero de la renuncia del Papa. No
puedo recordar la última vez que me
senté en la cama tan rápidamente
después del sonido de la alarma. Tal
vez fue durante el entrenamiento
básico en Fort Sill.

Después de una semana para
reflexionar sobre este hecho histórico
puedo ver muchas enseñanzas sobre
la fe entremezcladas con la decisión
del Santo Padre. Aquí hay tres que
parecen ser las más claras para mí.

1. La fe y la Razón van juntas.
El párrafo 17 de la encíclica Fides

et Ratio el Papa Juan Pablo II
comienza ...

No hay, pues, motivo de
competitividad alguna entre la razón
y la fe: una está dentro de la otra, y
cada una tiene su propio espacio de
realización.

Y en el párrafo 43, cuando se habla
de Santo Tomás de Aquino, el Papa
Juan Pablo II escribe:

(Thomas) tuvo el gran mérito de
destacar la armonía que existe entre
la razón y la fe. Argumentaba que la
luz de la razón y la luz de la fe
proceden ambas de Dios; por tanto,
no pueden contradecirse entre sí.

El Papa Benedicto ha dejado en
claro que las exigencias de la Oficina
del Papado van más allá de sus
capacidades físicas y mentales,
cuando dijo:

... para gobernar la barca de san

Pedro y anunciar el
Evangelio, es
necesario también
el vigor tanto del
cuerpo como del
espíritu, vigor que,
en los últimos
meses, ha dis-
minuido en mí de
tal forma que he de
reconocer mi inca-
pacidad para
ejercer bien el
ministerio que me
fue encomendado.

Por lo tanto, para
continuar en la Oficina del Papado, a
su juicio, no sería  razonable.

2. La fe debe ser prudente.
El Catecismo de la Iglesia

Católica, párrafo 1806, define la
prudencia de la siguiente manera:

La prudencia es la virtud que
dispone la razón práctica a discernir
en toda circunstancia nuestro
verdadero bien y a elegir los medios
rectos para realizarlo. “El hombre
cauto medita sus pasos.” (Prov 14,15).
“Sed sensatos y sobrios para daros a
la oración.” (1 P 4,7). La prudencia es
la “regla recta de la acción,” escribe
S. Tomás (s.th. 2-2, 47,2, siguiendo a
Aristóteles). No se confunde ni con la
timidez o el temor, ni con la doblez o
la disimulación. Es llamada “auriga
virtutum”: Conduce las otras virtudes
indicándoles regla y medida. Es la
prudencia quien guía directamente
el juicio de conciencia. El hombre
prudente decide y ordena su conducta
según este juicio. Gracias a esta vir-
tud aplicamos sin error los principios
morales a los casos particulares y

superamos las
dudas sobre el bien
que debemos hacer
y el mal que
debemos evitar.

Podemos ver
un signo de la pru-
dencia del Santo
Padre cuando
afirma que:

Después de
haber examinado
ante Dios reite-
radamente mi con-
ciencia, he llegado
a la certeza de que,

por la edad avanzada, ya no tengo
fuerzas para ejercer adecuadamente
el ministerio petrino.

3. La fe debe ser humilde.
El Glosario del Catecismo de la

Iglesia Católica define la humildad
como:

Virtud por la cual el cristiano
reconoce que Dios es el autor de todo
bien. La humildad evita la ambición
desordenada o soberbia, y es el
fundamento para dirigirse a Dios en
la oración; pobreza de espíritu.

El 29 de enero del año pasado, el
Santo Padre ofreció unas palabras
durante la oración del Ángelus del
domingo que parecen estar reflejadas
en su reciente decisión de dimitir del
papado.

La autoridad divina no es una
fuerza de la naturaleza. Es el poder
del amor de Dios que crea el universo
y, encarnándose en el Hijo unigénito,
abajándose a nuestra humanidad,
sana al mundo corrompido por el
pecado. Romano Guardini escribe:
“Toda la vida de Jesús es una
traducción del poder en humildad...,

es la soberanía que se abaja a la
forma de siervo.” A menudo, para el
hombre la autoridad significa
posesión, poder, dominio, éxito.
Para Dios, en cambio, la autoridad
significa servicio, humildad, amor;
significa entrar en la lógica de Jesús
que se inclina para lavar los pies de
los discípulos (cf. Jn 13, 5), que busca
el verdadero bien del hombre, que
cura las heridas, que es capaz de un
amor tan grande como para dar la
vida, porque es Amor.

El Santo Padre no está interesado
en tener el poder y la autoridad, él
sólo quiere servir a Dios de la mejor
manera posible, y al hacerlo, nos ha
dado una lección de fe humilde.

Este Año de la Fe, un año para
recordar el Concilio Vaticano
Segundo, un concilio de dos papas, y
también para celebrar el aniversario
del Catecismo, nos ha traído una
gran sorpresa, lecciones de fe que
podríamos haber perdido.

Estoy seguro de que el próximo
Sucesor de San Pedro seguirá
haciendo lo que el Papa Benedicto ha
hecho tan bien, conducir a todos
hacia Cristo, centro de nuestra fe.

Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A.
Moreno, O.P., MRE, Director de la
Oficina de Ministerio Hispano de la
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City,
es graduado de la Pontificia
Universidad Católica de Puerto Rico
y fue profesor de teología en la
Universidad de Dallas. El Sr. Moreno
es casado, tiene tres hijas y está
disponible para actividades de for-
mación en las parroquias de la
Arquidiócesis. Para más información
pueden contactar a la a la Sra. Edith
Miranda emiranda@archokc.org.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP
Director de la Oficina del
Ministerio Hispano de la

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

Cortas Enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Hoy tocaremos un tópico dentro de

la mentalidad protestante, que es
bastante característico entre ellos. Es
casi como una fórmula para atacar y
debilitar la fe del los católicos menos
preparados: ¿POR QUE LOS
CATOLICOS LLAMAN “PADRE” A
LOS SACERDOTES? SI LA BIBLIA
LO PROHIBE.

Vamos a leer el texto para refle-
xionar dicha “prohibición”: “No se
dejen llamar maestro, porque un solo
maestro tienen ustedes y todos son
hermanos. Tampoco deben decirle
padre a nadie en la tierra, porque un
solo padre tienen: el que está en el
cielo. Ni deben hacerse llamar guía,
porque para ustedes Cristo es el único
guía.” (Mateo 23,8-10).

Analicemos el texto con inteligencia
para desmontar el error interpre-
tativo de los hermanos no católicos.
En primer lugar, si se interpreta el
texto al pie de la letra, usted no le po-
dría decir padre a su papá; ni podría
decirle maestro al que enseña en la
escuela, o a un maestro de karate; ni
tampoco podría decirle guía a un guía
de turismo o a un guía scout, porque
incurriría en pecado, por incumplir la
palabra de Dios. El texto de Mateo no
se puede interpretar textualmente y
al pie de la letra; cosa que nos con-
duce  a pensar en otra interpretación.
Si se estudian y se leen otros pasajes
de la Biblia, veremos que esa prohibi-

ción según la óptica protestante esta
sacada de contexto y por eso no se
aplica para que los católicos no le
digan padre a los sacerdotes. Miremos
textos paralelos que desvirtúan la
mentalidad protestante a este respec-
to. La carta de Pablo a los Romanos
4,1 y versículos siguientes, desmiente
la interpretación protestante sobre
dicha prohibición: “Hablemos, pues de
Abrahán, nuestro PADRE según la
carne.” Romanos 4,1; “De manera que
Abrahán es PADRE de todos los que
creen sin haber sido circuncidados.”
Romano 4,11; “Y también es el
PADRE del pueblo Judío.” Romanos
4,12; “Abrahán creyó y espero contra
toda esperanza, llegando a ser
PADRE de muchas naciones.”
Romanos 4,18. Como vemos, a
Abrahán le dicen PADRE y Abrahán
estuvo aquí en la tierra. Por lo tanto
la afirmación  de Jesús: “Tampoco
deben decirle PADRE a nadie en la
tierra...” es mal interpretada por los
protestantes, ya que la palabra de
Dios no se contradice. Abrahán estuvo
aquí en la tierra y se le dijo PADRE.
Ahora, Si observamos otro texto,
por ejemplo Hechos 7,2 “Esteban
respondió hermanos y PADRES
escúchenme”; observamos también
aquí como Esteban antes de morir se
dirigió a los sumos sacerdotes
diciéndoles PADRES y ellos estaban
aquí en la tierra, y recordemos que

Esteban estaba lleno
del Espíritu Santo.

La palabra
PADRE en la Biblia
se entiende desde
dos ópticas; una
material y otra
espiritual. Cuando
se dice por ejemplo,
“honra a tu padre y
a tu madre.” Es en
un sentido material.
Y espiritual, cuando Esteban por
ejemplo, les dijo padres a los ancianos
y sacerdotes.

El sacerdote católico (el padre),
cuando administra los sacramentos y
predica el Evangelio, se hace padre
de los demás cristianos; cuando
acompaña en una dirección espiritual
y consejería.

Sabemos que  existe un solo padre,
que es nuestro Dios, creador de todo
cuanto existe, de las cosas visibles e
invisibles. Que solo El, es Señor Todo
Poderoso. Pero por participación en
Cristo, el sacerdote se hace padre
espiritual de la comunidad; porque
acompaña, orienta, corrige, anima,
ilumina, exhorta etc. Por eso se le dice
padre, padre espiritual.

Conclusión: - Es errónea la inter-
pretación de los hermanos no católi-
cos, al afirmar que la Biblia prohíbe
decirle padre aquí en la tierra a las
personas; por la sencilla razón que la

misma Biblia en otros pasajes nos
muestra que si se puede decir. Porque
la Biblia no se contradice.

-Es errónea, la interpretación
literal del texto de Mt 23,8-10. Sería
casi imposible la comunicación con los
padres de familia; con los maestros de
la escuela y con los guías de turismo,
cuando viajamos.

-Es errónea y mal intencionada,
la falsa acusación que hacen los
hermanos no católicos al afirmar que
nosotros no cumplimos la Biblia,
porque le decimos padre a nuestros
sacerdotes católicos.

-Es errónea y sacada de contexto la
interpretación de Mt 23,8-10.

Hermano católico, no se deje
confundir. Nos puede seguir diciendo
padres con sencillez y alegría a
nosotros los presbíteros, que por
participación en Cristo, nos hacemos
padres espirituales, también con
sencillez y alegría al servicio del
pueblo de Dios.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original de
Bogotá, Colombia incardinado a esta
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City es
Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia San
Pedro Apóstol en Guymon, Oklahoma.
El Padre Sánchez es abogado en
Derecho y Ciencias Políticas de la
Universidad la Gran Colombia, de su
país. Y es Licenciado en Teología del
Seminario Mayor de Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez
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EDMOND — A night full of
fun, fellowship and trivia.
That’s how supporters of Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton spent one
Friday night in early February.

A group of volunteers, all with
students at SEAS, organized the
second annual Trivia Night.
Alumni of St. Elizabeth’s worked
together to facilitate the evening.
Proceeds from ticket sales, food
donations and raffle donations
went to benefit the Red Envelope
Fund.

The Red Envelope Fund is a
tuition assistance program to
help families with tuition.
Twenty-seven families benefited
from the $60,000 fund for the
2012-2013 school year. This is the
only active fundraiser for the
SEAS Tuition Assistance Fund.
The church and school also take
a “Red Envelope Collection” to
benefit the fund. This year’s
trivia event brought in nearly
$6,000 to go toward the tuition
assistance fund.

DENVER — A lawyer involved in
prominent religious liberty cases says
the American Civil Liberties Union’s
opposition to religious exemptions will
discriminate against believers.

Eric Rassbach, deputy general
counsel at the Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty, said the ACLU
supports restrictions that “would
relegate many religious citizens into
second-class status.”

This is shown by efforts aimed at
“disqualifying them from many parts
of public life, including providing
certain kinds of social services or even
running a larger business,” he told
CNA Feb. 11.

The attorney’s remarks come in
reaction to an address by Louise
Melling, a deputy legal director of the
ACLU. She addressed the Colorado
chapter’s 2013 annual membership
meeting Feb. 9 in Denver on the
University of Denver campus.

Melling discussed what she saw as
“the limits of religious liberty” in
current issues like religious objections
to the federal mandate requiring
contraception coverage in health in-
surance plans and the legal position
of institutions and businesses with
moral reservations about treating
same-sex couples like married couples.

She also presented the position of
the national ACLU, which has
strongly opposed religious exemptions.

“If you’re an institution and you
open your doors to the public, you
hire people of different faiths and
you serve people of different faiths, at

some level, you should play by the
public rules,” she said.

“The questions of whether an
exemption is appropriate in today’s
battles are no different than questions
of whether we tolerated exemptions in
the civil rights era.”

Melling compared present contro-
versies to lawsuits against businesses
in the American South that refused to
serve black customers on religious
grounds and lawsuits against religious
schools that paid women less than
men because of religious beliefs that
men are the heads of households.

“We’re trying to remedy a second-
class status that has been imposed on
many of us,” she said. “We’re seeking
to foster equality, but also to end the
stigma that has been associated with
all that discrimination.”

In response, Rassbach said
Melling “attempts to tar religious
organizations with the broad brush of
‘discrimination.’”

“But if her simplistic approach is to
be believed, then ‘discrimination’ is
everywhere: people exercise religious
preferences in whom they marry,
whom they associate with, where they
go to school, or whom they choose to
be their clergy, among many other
areas of life.”

“If this is ‘discrimination,’ then we
are all discriminators.”

He said the law only restricts “in-
vidious discrimination” and not
“religious preferences that are a
natural and in some cases an essential
part of what it means to be religious.”

“The Supreme Court recognized as
much in the Hosanna-Tabor case
decided last year when it rejected

arguments very similar to Melling’s,”
Rassbach said, referencing the
January 2012 ruling that upheld the
right for religious groups to make
employment decisions without govern-
ment interference.

During her remarks, Melling also
expressed surprise at the more than
40 lawsuits challenging the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services’ new requirement that
employer health-care plans provide
coverage for sterilization and contra-
ception, including some drugs that can
cause abortion.

Violators face heavy fines, but many
organizations and business owners
say they cannot provide those drugs
and procedures to their employees in
good conscience.

Melling, who said the number of
lawsuits is “completely unusual,” gave
her own defense of the mandate.

“Contraception is essential to
women’s equality,” she said. “Contra-
ception lets us control decisions about
education, about family, about how we
structure our lives.”

She said that the refusal of contra-
ception, in some sense, means “that
the proper role of women is either to
be mothers, and accept pregnancies, or
not to be sexual beings, except for the
purposes of procreation.”

“Those are the kind of antiquated
stereotypes that used to permeate
this country and in a whole different
range of ways we said ‘no’ to,” she
continued, contending that religious
exemptions for companies are “rein-
forcing or at least supporting that
kind of view.”

Rassbach, whose legal group has

filed many legal challenges to the
HHS mandate, was dismissive of this
claim.

“Melling’s definition of ‘antiquated’
must be different than the normal
sense of that word, since, before
August 2011, the law did not prevent
employers to follow religious con-
science with respect to their insurance
plan coverage,” he told CNA.

“Was there rampant stereotyping
going on that no one happened to
notice?”

He added that the only federal
Court of Appeals to consider the
question has rejected the idea that the
refusal to provide contraception in
health-care plans constitutes illegal
sex discrimination.

Melling also acknowledged to the
ACLU membership meeting that the
U.S. bishops are engaged in “a very
serious campaign to try to educate
people about what they perceive
as the dramatic threat to religious
liberty.”

She noted the U.S. Bishops
Fortnight for Freedom campaign and
other initiatives like their letters to
the Catholic faithful.

Melling also questioned the Obama
administration’s recent changes to the
mandate, which the administration
has presented as an accommodation
that addresses religious and moral
objections from organizations like
Catholic archdioceses, colleges, health
systems and charities.

“I don’t really know what Obama
was thinking when he made those
accommodations, as if he thought
this was going to satisfy these adver-
saries,” Melling said.

ACLU’s Opposition to Religious Exemptions
Discriminates Against Believers, Attorney Says

By Kevin J. Jones
Catholic News Agency

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The chairman of the U.S.
Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty
has urged the House of Representatives to extend
long-standing federal conscience protections to the
Affordable Care Act’s new coverage mandates for
private health plans. Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore made the request in a Feb. 15 letter to
members of the House. Saying the tradition of con-
science rights in health care “has long enjoyed bi-
partisan consensus, but is now under greatly increased
pressure,” Archbishop Lori asked in his letter to attach

the conscience provision to upcoming appropriation bills
for the departments of Labor and Health and Human
Services. “I urge Congress to address this problem when
it considers proposals for continued funding of the
federal government in the weeks to come,” he said.

“While the mandate for coverage of abortion-causing
drugs, contraceptives and sterilization is hailed by some
as a victory for women’s freedom, it permits no free
choice by a female employee to decline such coverage
for herself or her minor children, even if it violates her
moral and religious convictions,” Archbishop Lori said.

Trivia Night
Benefits Red
Envelope Fund

Archbishop Urges House to Extend
HHS Mandate Conscience Provision 

Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore delivers the homily
during a Mass and Pilgrimage
for Life and Liberty at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in
Washington. Archbishop Lori,
chairman of the U.S. Bishops’ Ad
Hoc Committee for Religious
Liberty, has urged members of
the House of Representatives to
extend long-standing conscience
protections to the Affordable
Care Act. (CNS photo/Leslie E.
Kossoff)
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FEBRUARY
24-26 Lenten Mission, Epiphany
Parish, Oklahoma City, with Father
Boyer.

25 McGuinness Freshman A-G
Registration, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For
more information, contact Amy
Hanson at ahanson@bmchs.org or
842-6638 ext. 225.

25-27 Lenten Mission, 7 p.m. to
8:30 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi,
Oklahoma City, with Father James A.
Goins.

26 McGuinness Freshman H-N
Registration, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For
more information, contact Amy
Hanson at ahanson@bmchs.org or
842-6638 ext. 225.

27 Penance Service, 7 p.m., Christ

the King Parish, Oklahoma City

28 Penance Service, 6:30 p.m., St.
John Nepomuk, Yukon

28 Penance Service, 7 p.m., St.
Francis Xavier, Enid

MARCH
1 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
is at 5:30 p.m., with the Sacrament of
Reconciliation available prior to
Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. For more
information, call the Office of Family
Life at (405) 721-8944. Catholic
Pastoral Center, Oklahoma City

2 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta,
beginning with Mass at 7:30 a.m. in
the Chapel on the first and third
Saturday of each month. For more

information, contact Toni Harrelson
at (405) 341-2199, or lmcoklahoma@
sbcglobal.net. St. John the Baptist
Parish, Edmond

3 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. the first Sunday of the
month at St. Thomas More Church
in Norman in the library. For more
information, call Alice at (405) 473-
7680.

3 Oklahoma Master Chorale to
perform two Requiems, 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. St. Francis of Assisi, Oklahoma
City

3 The Byzantine Divine Liturgy,
5:30 p.m, St. Mark, Norman.

3 Taizé Prayer. In an environment
filled with the beauty of icons and
candlelight, the music is replete with
harmony that gives the repetitive

melodies an uncommon depth. 7 p.m.,
St. Eugene Parish, Oklahoma City

4 McGuinness Freshman O-Z
Registration, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For
more information, contact Amy
Hanson at ahanson@bmchs.org or
842-6638 ext. 225.

4 Penance Service, 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m., St. John the Baptist
Parish, Edmond

4-6 Lenten Mission, St. Eugene
Parish, with Father Nick Rice.
There will be a day and night
session. For more information, visit
www.steugenes.org.

9 The Benedictine Oblates of Red
Plains Monastery will meet from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. in Room 125 at the
Pastoral Center. For more informa-
tion, contact Sandy Poe, (580) 421-
6554, or email sandrapoe@ymail.com.

Calendar

Cafeteria Help Needed 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria

is now taking applications for part-
time cafeteria help. If interested,
please contact Laura Scott at
lscott@bmchs.org or 842-6656 for an
appointment.

Director of Pastoral Care 
Via Christi Village, Ponca City.

The position is responsible for the
delivery of spiritual care, as part of a

care team, to residents, their loved
ones and, as appropriate, staff.
Responsible for coordinating
programs and services to strengthen
alignment of decisions and behaviors
of the organization’s personnel with
VCH Mission and Core Values.
Candidates must be knowledgeable
and supportive of Catholic doctrine
and the Ethical and Religious
Directives for Catholic Health Care
Services.

Job requires bachelor’s degree.
Background in one or more of the
following areas is desirable: Religious
studies, ethics, counseling, psychology
(especially of the aging process),
clinical pastoral education, health-
care ministry (especially care of
seniors).

Please apply online at www.via-
christi.org, or in person at Via Christi
Village Ponca City, 1601 Academy
Road, Ponca City, Okla. 74604.

Health Care Openings 
The Center of Family Love has

employment opportunities for an
Assistant Director of Nursing,
Certified Dietary Manager and Direct
Care Staff (paid training offered for
Direct Care positions). If interested,
email your resume to HR@cflinc.org,
or apply in person between 7 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through Friday at 635
West Texas Avenue in Okarche.

Jobs Box

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing

Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent

positions

available. To

learn more, call

Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have

the strength of

the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN

YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@

kofc.org
Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an

agent in action,

scan here...



OKLAHOMA CITY — More
than 700 people from throughout
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
made their way to the Rite of
Election services on Sunday,
Feb. 17, at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Conducted by Archbishop Paul S.
Coakley, the Rite of Election is
the first step in the Lenten
journey of full membership in
the Catholic Church. The journey
will come to completion at the
Easter Vigil Mass when the
Catechumens and Candidates are
accepted into the Church.

The Archbishop conducted
three separate Rite of Election
ceremonies, all filling the
Cathedral. Those making this
journey of faith came from as
far as Guymon or as close as
Oklahoma City. The stories of how
they have come to this point in
their journey to the Catholic
Church were as varied as the
communities from which they
hail.

For instance, Pam McSpadden
of St. Joseph’s Parish in Union
City is a Candidate. She said her
father was a Catholic, but she and
her sister, Meredith Coburn of
Tulsa, never attended Mass while
they were growing up.

Some months ago McSpadden
said she felt the calling that she
wanted to become a Catholic. She
started attending RCIA classes.
Shortly after she started the
classes, she called her mother
and told her she was becoming
a Catholic. To her surprise,
her mother said, “Guess what?
Meredith is too.”

McSpadden said her sister is
scheduled to take part in the
Rite of Election in the Diocese of
Tulsa.

And then there was Kyle Ross,
25, who made his way to the
Cathedral from St. Mary’s Parish
in Ponca City. For some time
Ross said he has felt there
was something missing in his life.
He believed it had to do with his
spirituality.

“I started my journey going to
other churches but I never got that
‘I’m at home’ feeling,” Ross said. “I did
some research on the Catholic Church
and realized a lot of what the Church
stands for, I stand for.

“I went to a Mass and loved it.
Everybody there made me feel at
home,” Ross said.

Sitting two people down from Ross
was his mother, Patricia Ross. She
came to the Rite of Election as a
Candidate, too, and plans to join the
Catholic Church with her son.

Daniel Guerra is 7 years old and
attends St. John Nepomuk in
Yukon. He was sitting next to his
father, Joe Guerra.

“We’ve waited awhile for this,”
said the elder Guerra. “We’ve
moved around a lot so we are so
happy now that this day is here,”
he said.

Archbishop Coakley told the
Candidates and Catechumens
that while those taking part in the
election come from “many parishes
and many communities,” they all have
one thing in common, “a sense of God’s
calling.

“This is not about your election, it’s
about God’s election,” the Archbishop
said. “He has chosen each of us,
through no merit of our own because
he loves us.”
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Rite of Election Brings More Than 700 to Cathedral 

Rite of Election Attendance 

By Rex Hogan
For the Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley greets a young
Oklahoman making his way into the
Catholic faith at the Rite of Election. (Photo by
Rex Hogan)

Over the last several years, the
number of  people coming into

the Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
has grown steadily. More than

750 people are making the
journey this Lenten season.

Figures listed are from
the Archdiocesan Office of

Worship and Spiritual Life.


