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Go Make Disciples

Behind bars: Prison ministry as a Catholic calling     
The United States has been called the 

world’s jail keeper.  According to the Inter-
national Center for Prison Studies, no other 
country incarcerates a higher percentage of 
its population.  The Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics (BJS) reports that “in 2012, about 1 in 
every 35 adults in the United States, or 2.9 
percent of adult residents, was on probation 
or parole or incarcerated in prison or jail.”  
What are we as Catholics to think about all 
these men and women behind bars?

The Gospel teaches us that we are to see 
Christ in the prisoner.  In Matthew 25, Jesus 
tells us that, whatever we do for the least of 
our brethren, we do for Him.   Very specifi -
cally, Jesus says “I was … in prison and you 
visited me.”  

By Church teaching, visiting the impris-
oned is one of the seven Corporal Works of 
Mercy, along with feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, sev-
eral priests and deacons and many lay min-
isters, as well, are active in prison ministry 
programs.  

Father Joseph Schwarz says he “inherited 
the duty” of ministering to the women in Ma-
bel Basset Corrections Center when he was 
appointed pastor of Saint Benedict parish in 
Shawnee last year.  Father Schwarz goes to 
the prison every Saturday, schedule permit-
ting, to say Mass and hear Confessions.  He 
says that he sees his ministry as one of sim-
ple presence.  “Some days, I will be the only 
person not a guard that they will see.”  

He feels that many of the inmates are just 
normal people who made a mistake and need 
to hear the message of the Gospel.  “I look 
forward to going to see the ladies and giving 
them the opportunity to meet Christ in the 
Eucharist,” he says.

Deacon David Schrupp, also of Saint Ben-
edict’s, has been involved in prison ministry 
for more than 10 years.  He accompanies  Fa-
ther Schwarz to Mabel Bassett, and he visits 
male inmates at the Davis Correctional Facil-
ity at Holdenville, as well.  Once a month, he 
goes to the State Penitentiary at McAlester.  

He is active in Kairos, an international prison 
ministry program with the motto “Changing 
Hearts, Transforming Lives, Impacting the 
World.”  

Faith-based programs in prison have been 
shown to reduce violence among inmates and 
to lessen the likelihood of their return to pris-
on.  

The inmates that Deacon Schrupp visits 
share their experiences with him, and he 
says he can “see Christ working in them.”  He 
learns from them, as well, he says, and he 
is especially touched by how the women at 
Mabel Bassett “really care about each other.”  
He explains that “we bring God’s message to 
them and they bring Christ to us.”

Father Mark Mason is Pastor of Sacred 
Heart Parish in El Reno and Saint Joseph 
in Union City.  The Union City Corrections 
Center is a part of his assignment.  Father 
Mason takes Mass and the sacraments to 
the inmates, some of whom have undergone 
conversion.  Archbishop Paul Coakley himself 
has gone to the prison to administer the sac-
raments of baptism and confi rmation.

Father Mason says that he meets many 
inmates who have a desire for what he calls 
“continued conversion” in their lives.  They 
want to change; they want to be rehabilitat-
ed.  Father Mason’s role in all 
this is really very simple.  

“I’m their pastor,” he ex-
plains.

On Friday, Jan. 31, 2014, 
Archbishop Coakley named 
Deacon Roy Forsythe as Cath-
olic Faith Group Liaison for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
to the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections.  Forsythe, of Saint 
John’s parish in Edmond, is a 
retired physician who was ordained a deacon 
in 2006.  He has volunteered as a chaplain at 
the Oklahoma County Jail for the past seven 
years.  

He had a chance to see the Kairos program 
at work in the prison at McAlester, and he 
inquired about working with inmates in Okla-
homa City.  Today, he goes to the Oklahoma 
County Jail twice a week and ministers to 

four or fi ve peo-
ple each day.  

When he vis-
its these men 
and women, he 
points out to 
them that the 
Holy Spirit is 
working in their 
lives.  

Deacon For-
sythe identi-
fi es himself as 
“passionate” about prison ministry. He says, 
“When I go to the jail, I see a blank canvas on 
which a beautiful picture can be painted.”

Deacon Forsythe plans to visit parishes 
throughout the archdiocese, meeting with 
priests, deacons and laypeople to develop and 
expand this important Church ministry.

One person who began working with in-
mates at Deacon Forsythe’s invitation is 
Sally Riesenberg of Christ the King Parish 
in Oklahoma City.  Sally began taking books 
and magazines to the Oklahoma County Jail 
when she learned that inmates there were 
without reading material.  Deacon Forsythe 
invited her to begin visiting the prisoners.

Riesenberg points out that some of the 
County Jail inmates have not yet been con-
victed; they are there awaiting trial. Many are 
eventually found to be not guilty.  Given the 
right set of circumstances, “we all could be 
there,” she says.

Today, Riesenberg has several people who 
volunteer with her and many people who 
support her ministry indirectly.  Members of 
Christ the King bake cookies for the jailees 
at Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  Girl 
Scout troops, religious education students, 
elementary school students and high school 
students all join in making prayer cards 
and greeting cards and collecting books and 
magazines.  One woman makes her hour of 
adoration each week for the inmates.  It’s 
a contagious spirit.  “It’s the Holy Spirit,”  
Riesenberg says.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic and an adjunct professor of En-
glish at several area colleges.

Deacon Roy 
Forsythe

“Evangelii Gaudium” Study Day to expose new 
readers to life-affi rming message of Church document

Released Nov. 26, 2013, “Evangelii Gaudium” or “The Joy 
of the Gospel” was Pope Francis’ fi rst apostolic exhortation. 
In it, Pope Francis invites the faithful to rejoice in Jesus’ love 
for them — and to then extend Jesus’ love to others.

In the weeks — now months — since the release of “Evan-
gelii Gaudium,” people of all stripes have mined the docu-
ment for insight into the mind of Pope Francis. Meanwhile, 
many others have not yet had the time or opportunity to 
crack the cover.

To provide just such an opportunity in a communal set-
ting, Saint John Nepomuk Catholic Church in Yukon will 
host an archdiocesan-wide Day of Study and Refl ection on 
“Evangelii Gaudium.” 

“The study day will be a great opportunity to connect with 
other Catholics from the archdiocese who are passionately 
seeking to make the love of Jesus better known,” said Fa-
ther Shane Tharp, pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Church in 

Chickasha.
Carole Brown, Ph.D., archdiocesan director of New Evan-

gelization added: “Generally, people tend to be intimidated 
by Church documents as though they’re heady, theological, 
abstract things that are ‘too deep for me.’ The idea here is 
to expose people to the document in a non-intimidating way 
that really introduces them to just how accessible Church 
documents are so that our own thinking about the mission 
of the Church in this season can be shaped by the head 
pastor.”

Slated for 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, the 
day will feature remarks from Brown; Pedro Moreno, director 
of the Offi ce of Hispanic Ministry; Father Tharp; and Richard 
Klinge, director of advocacy for Catholic Charities Oklahoma 
City.

“Prayerful study of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation, 
within a community environment, prepares us to more effec-
tively become active participants in the New Evangelization,” 

continued on page 6
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

On Saturday, Feb. 1, the 
Offi ce of New Evangeliza-
tion launched an email 
study of Archbishop Paul 
Coakley's pastoral letter, 
"Go Make Disciples." It is 
not too late to subscribe! 
Visit www.fl ocknote.com/
archokc.
 
The World Day of Prayer 
Celebrating Consecrat-
ed Life was Feb. 2, but a 
planned celebration at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center 
was rescheduled because of 
weather. Archbishop Coak-
ley invites all the faithful 
of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City to pray Vespers 
with him at 4 p.m. Sun-
day, March 2, in the chap-
el of the Catholic Pastoral 
Center to mark this import-
ant event in the life of the 
Church. For more informa-
tion, visit www.archokc.org.

National Marriage Week 
is Feb. 7 to Feb. 14 and 
World Marriage Sunday is 
Feb. 9. Learn more about 
these celebrations and fi nd 
resources to support your 
marriage at www.archokc.
org and www.usccb.org.

The U.S. bishops fi led 
an amicus curiae brief 
supporting Hobby Lobby 
and Conestoga Wood Spe-
cialties in Supreme Court 
cases challenging the HHS 
mandate.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Feb. 15 – Mass at Oklahoma Catholic College Student Conference, 10 a.m., Our Lady of Guadalupe Youth Camp
Feb. 16 – Confi rmation, 12:15 p.m., Christ the King Church
Feb. 18 – Department Head Meeting, 9:15 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 18 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 18 – Finance Council Meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 19 – Presbyteral Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 19 – Priests Continuing Education Committee Meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Feb. 20 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Saint Eugene School
Feb. 20 – Catholic Charities Mass Annual Meeting, 4 p.m., Saint Joseph Church, Norman
Feb. 21 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Saint Charles Borromeo School
Feb. 21 – Catholic Foundation Board Meeting, 1 p.m., Saint Joseph Church, Norman
Feb. 22 – Day of Recollection and Study of Evangelii Guadium, The Joy of the Gospel, Apostolic Exhortation of 
Pope Francis, 8:30 a.m., Saint John Nepomuk Church, Yukon
Feb. 22 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., Saint Eugene Church
Feb. 23 – Centennial Mass and Celebration, 11 a.m., Sacred Heart Church, Konawa

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The liturgical year begins on the First Sunday of Ad-
vent. The new year based on the solar calendar begins 
on Jan. 1.  The lunar new year begins with the TET 
celebration.  Recently, Archbishop Paul Coakley cele-
brated TET at Masses with two Vietnamese communi-
ties in Oklahoma City: on Feb. 1 at Saint Andrew Dung 
Lac parish and on Feb. 2 at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help.  The following is the text of the arch-
bishop’s homily for the TET celebration at Saint Andrew 
Dung Lac parish.

It is a great pleasure to be with you to celebrate the 
TET holiday again this year.  It is such a joy to share 
in this beautiful celebration of our Catholic faith ex-
pressed in and through the richness of the Vietnamese 
culture.  I am very happy to wish you and your fam-
ilies all of the blessings and prosperity that God can 
bestow upon you in this New Year!

Over the centuries, the great cultures and civiliza-
tions of the world have developed many different ways 
of marking the passage of time.  Traditionally, these 
various calendars and ways of measuring time have 
been based upon careful observations of the move-
ments of the great heavenly bodies: the sun and the 
moon, whose creation we hear about in today’s fi rst 
reading from the Book of Genesis.  In whatever way 
we might measure the beginning and ending of each 
passing year, that is, whether according to a solar or a 
lunar calendar, our Catholic faith affi rms that all time 
belongs to Christ!  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever!

Christ is the beginning and the end of history.  All 
things are created through him and all things are des-
tined to fi nd their fulfi llment in Him.  He is the Word 
through whom God creates and redeems 
the universe, and through whom God di-
rects all events according to His wise and 
loving purposes!  This assurance gives us 
great hope and consolation during times 
of diffi culty, confusion and sorrow.  The 
events of our lives are not random, but 
governed and redeemed by Christ through 
God’s saving will and loving Providence.

For us believers, therefore, the cele-
bration of the New Year is an occasion of 
great hope and spiritual joy. We see God’s 
hand and loving Providence at work to 
renew his blessings among us.  Saint Paul 
urges us in today’s second reading, say-
ing:  “Rejoice in the Lord always.” That joy 
should be especially apparent today, as 
we celebrate the beginning of a New Year!  
We do not think of time or history as an 
endlessly repeating cycle of events without 
meaning or purpose or direction.  God has 
a plan for the world which he created and 
redeemed in Christ.  God has a plan for 
our lives; for yours, and for mine.  There-
fore, as Saint Paul says: “Have no anxiety 
at all!”  

In the Gospel, Jesus 
urges us not to worry 
about the future!  Look 
at how God provides for 
all of the creatures on 
the face of the earth!  He 
cares for all of creation: 
the beasts and the 
plants.  And how much 
more precious are we in his sight?  We do not know 
what tomorrow may bring, but we are called to live by 
faith and that means to live in hope and confi dence of 
God’s continued loving providence and care for each of 
us today, tomorrow and every day.  

I don’t know if it is a custom with TET, but in the 
American culture the New Year is the occasion for 
making new resolutions.  As we begin this New Year let 
us resolve to turn toward Christ and learn from him.  
Let us live at peace with one another, letting go of all 
fear and mistrust.  Let us resolve to forgive one anoth-
er of past injuries as Christ has forgiven us.  Let us re-
solve to be patient with one another’s weaknesses and 
failings, as Christ is patient with us.  Let us rejoice in 
the Lord always!  If we resolve to live in this manner 
the peace of Christ will dwell here in this parish, and 
in your homes, and in your hearts.  

As we continue our celebration of the Eucharist this 
morning let us give thanks to God for the blessings 
of the year just completed.  With renewed hope and 
confi dence let us entrust the year before us to God’s 
loving Providence.   May the Lord bless you and all of 
your loved ones in the New Year!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Whatever calendar we use, 
all time belongs to Christ
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Catholic identity must be clear, uncompromising, pope tells university

VATICAN CITY — Catholic uni-
versities must give “uncompromis-
ing” and “unambiguous” witness 
to church teaching and defend 
themselves from all efforts to di-
lute their Catholic identity, Pope 
Francis said.

Catholic universities, “by their 
very nature, are committed to 
demonstrating the harmony of 
faith and reason and the relevance 
of the Christian message for a full 
and authentically human life,” he 
said in an audience with members 
of the board of trustees of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and other 
offi cials.

The pope met Jan. 30 with some 
130 people representing the In-
diana-based Catholic university, 
who were in Rome for the inau-
guration of the university’s new 
Rome center.

Speaking in Italian, Pope Francis 
praised the university, saying it 
“has made an outstanding con-
tribution to the church in your 
country through its commitment 
to the religious education of the 
young and to serious scholarship 
inspired by confi dence in the har-
mony of faith and reason in the 
pursuit of truth and virtue.”

He said the institution’s origi-
nal vision, guided by its religious 
founders of the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, “remains, in the 
changed circumstances of the 21st 
century, central to the university’s 
distinctive identity and its service 
to the church and American soci-
ety.”

Catholic identity and missionary 
discipleship are critical, the pope 
said, and need to be evident in the 
way Catholics live and in the work-
ings of all Catholic institutions.

Catholic universities play a spe-
cial role in being faithful mission-
aries of the Gospel because of their 
commitment to showing the com-

patibility of faith and reason, and 
showing how the Christian mes-
sage offers people a fuller, more 
authentic human life, he said.

“Essential in this regard is the 
uncompromising witness of Cath-
olic universities to the church’s 
moral teaching, and the defense 
of her freedom, precisely in and 
through her institutions, to uphold 
that teaching as authoritatively 
proclaimed by the magisterium of 
her pastors,” he said.

“It is my hope that the University 
of Notre Dame will continue to of-
fer unambiguous testimony to this 
aspect of its foundational Catholic 
identity, especially in the face of 
efforts, from whatever quarter, to 
dilute that indispensable witness,” 
he said.

The pope then looked up from 
his prepared text and told his 
audience in Italian, “This is im-
portant: Your own identity — as it 
was intended from the beginning 
— to defend it, preserve it, carry it 
forward,” he said.

Though the pope made no 

references to any controversies, 
the University of Notre Dame had 
reignited a heated debate about 
maintaining the Catholic identi-
ty of U.S. Catholic institutions of 
higher education when it invited 
President Barack Obama to deliver 
the commencement address and 
receive an honorary law degree in 
2009.

Several U.S. bishops and oth-
er critics said Obama’s support 
of legal abortion and embryonic 
stem-cell research made him an 
inappropriate choice to be com-
mencement speaker at a Catholic 
university.

More recently, a Notre Dame 
professor, Gary Gutting, wrote an 
op-ed piece in the New York Times 
Jan. 23 calling on Pope Francis 
to rethink the church’s absolute 
opposition to abortion. In many 
cases, abortions are immoral, the 
Catholic professor of philosophy 
said, but “this by no means im-
plies that most abortions actually 
performed are immoral,” particu-
larly in cases of pregnancy result-

ing from rape or when the life of 
the mother is in danger.

A group of university alumni 
have also expressed concern about 
the institution’s decision to comply 
with the federal Affordable Care 
Act, which requires employer-pro-
vided health insurance to include 
coverage of contraceptives, steril-
izations and other types of birth 
control opponents say can induce 
an abortion, while the university 
continues its lawsuit against the 
mandate.

In the homily at Mass in the 
chapel of his residence that morn-
ing, Pope Francis focused on the 
importance of humility and fi delity 
to the church and its teaching.

“The fi rst fruit of baptism is to 
make you belong to the church, to 
the people of God,” he said, ac-
cording to Vatican Radio.

That’s why it is “absurd” to 
imagine a Christian who loves 
Christ, but doesn’t love, listen to 
or stay close to his church, he 
said.

People who follow the Gospel 
their own way without the church 
are living “a fantasy,” he said, “an 
absurd dichotomy.”

Humility is needed to feel part 
of the church, he said, because a 
person who isn’t humble “will hear 
what she or he likes” and not what 
God and the church really say.

“We receive the Gospel message 
as a gift and we have to pass it 
on as a gift, but not as something 
that is ours; what we give is a gift 
received” from Jesus, the pope 
said.

People need to be faithful “to 
the church, to its teaching, to the 
Creed, to doctrine, to safeguard 
doctrine” as they seek to live it and 
hand it on to others, he said.

Christians don’t “become mas-
ters of the Gospel, masters of 
received doctrine, to use it as we 
like,” he said.

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis accepts a gift presented by Holy Cross Father John I. Jenkins, president 
of the University of Notre Dame, and Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington, during 
a meeting with members of the board of trustees and other Notre Dame offi cials at the 
Vatican Jan. 30. (CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano) 

Pope Francis: A church without religious sisters is ‘unthinkable’

VATICAN CITY — A church without religious 
sisters would be “unthinkable,” Pope Francis 
said, honoring the contributions consecrat-
ed men and women make to the church and 
society.

“Every consecrated person is a gift to the 
people of God on pilgrimage,” he said Feb. 2, 
reciting the Angelus with visitors in St. Peter’s 
Square. The pope had just fi nished celebrating 
Mass for the feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord, which the church marks as the World 
Day for Consecrated Life.

“There is such a great need for their pres-
ence, which reinforces and renews the commit-
ment to spreading the Gospel, Christian edu-
cation, charity for the neediest, contemplative 
prayer, the human and spiritual formation of 
the young and families, and the commitment 
to justice and peace in the human family,” the 
pope said.

Straying from his prepared text, Pope Fran-
cis told people gathered in the square: “Think 
what would happen if there weren’t any sisters, 
if there weren’t any sisters in the hospitals, 
no sisters in the missions, no sisters in the 
schools. Think what the church would be like 
without sisters — no, that’s unthinkable.”

Consecrated life is a gift that moves the 
church forward, he said. 

“These women who consecrate their lives 
to carrying forward the message of Jesus — 
they’re great,” he added.

Pope Francis asked all Catholics to pray “that 
many young people would respond ‘yes’ to the 
Lord when he calls them to consecrate them-
selves totally to him.”

The earlier liturgy for the feast of the pre-
sentation, once widely known as “Candlemas,” 
began with dozens of sisters, brothers and re-
ligious priests carrying lighted candles into St. 
Peter’s Basilica ahead of the pope.

In his homily, he urged religious to allow the 
joy of the Holy Spirit to guide both their ob-
servance of their communities’ rules and their 
willingness to be prophetic.

Religious must “never be rigid or closed, but 
always open to the voice of God who speaks, 
who opens and who leads and invites us to go 
out toward the horizon,” he said.

Within religious communities, the pope said, 
the elderly should communicate their wisdom 
to the young and the young should accept “this 
patrimony of experience and wisdom and carry 
it forward, not to preserve it in a museum — 
no, no, no — but to continue it and bring it to 
bear on the challenges that life poses.”

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis blesses a member of the Missionaries of 
Charity during a visit to a soup kitchen and women’s 
shelter at the Vatican May 21. (CNS photo/L’Osserva-
tore Romano via Reuters) 
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Navigating the New (and Old) Atheists, Part II
In part I of this essay, I described the godless man of 

the marketplace and the godless man of science. I turn 
now to two additional categories of atheism.

The godless man wearied by suffering
You know more atheists of this type than you realize. 

They are our family members, our friends, our neigh-
bors. Overcome with the evil of human suffering, and 
seeing no light within suffering, some men and wom-
en of good will fi nd themselves empty of faith in God. 
Suffering can be so unrelenting that faith is lost in a 
seemingly impenetrable blackness.

The Church has long viewed this type of atheism as 
a great tragedy. Of all atheists, these strike me as the 
most sympathetic. It remains the work of the Church 
to embrace such people without judgment.

The godless man of narcissism
I argue that one of the newest and most pernicious 

forms of atheism springs from the overarching culture 
of narcissism in which we are all immersed. We live 
in an age at once instantly connected and isolated; 
an age in which men and women struggle to listen; 
struggle to engage emotionally; struggle to feel authen-
tic empathy for others. Ours is the culture of ‘selfi es’; 
the age of cosmetic surgery; the age of indulgence; the 

age in which children are unwanted 
because they infringe on the luxury of 
autonomy.

In large part, the godless man of nar-
cissism has no faith in God because 
he fi nds it diffi cult to conceive of a 
being more interesting than him. Such 
atheists are not seekers detoured by 
the dazzling brilliance of science or by 
the weight of human suffering. They 
are not seekers, period. 

Summary conclusions
Part III of this essay will explore a theological re-

sponse to the atheisms of our time. Until then, consid-
er this: faith is as much an act of the will as it is a gift 
from God. We must choose how we will live and Chris-
tians do the faith a disservice if we ignore atheism as 
a mere absence of faith. Atheism is a phenomenon in 
which man expels God from paradise. The fi rst task of 
faith is to proclaim the name of God and affi rm that 
belief in God is the most human and reasonable of all 
actions.

Father Goins is the pastor of Saint Thomas More Cath-
olic Church in Norman.

By Fr. James 
Goins

A date to remember
Papal approbation being no bad thing, I was delighted 

to learn that Pope Francis, in a homily a few weeks ago, 
had suggested that his congregants learn the date of 
their baptisms and celebrate it—which is precisely what 
I have been proposing to audiences around the country 
this past year, when discussing my book, “Evangelical 
Catholicism”. 

I usually begin by confessing that marking and hon-
oring the date of my baptism hadn’t really occurred 
to me until a quarter-century or so ago, when I began 
working with evangelical Protestants on pro-life and re-
ligious freedom issues and noted that some of them had 
an interesting way of introducing themselves at a meet-
ing. Whereas the normal American way of breaking-
the-ice is to say, “I’m John Doe and I work at Boeing” or 
“I’m Jane Smith and I’m an attorney,” these folks would 
begin rather differently: “I’m John Doe/Jane Smith and 
I was born again on such-and-such-a-date,” usually 
in the past 10 or 15 years. Contrarian that I can be on 
occasion, when things got around the table to me, I’d 
say, “I’m George Weigel and I was born again on April 
29, 1951… at which point I was 12 days old.”

Which got a few interesting conversations going about 
sacramental regeneration, etc. 

Then, when I was working on the biography of John 

Paul II and was reminded that the fi rst 
thing he had done on returning to his 
home parish in Wadowice as pope was 
to kneel and kiss the baptismal font, 
memories of those men and women who 
remembered the day of their rebirth 
in Christ as a crucial way of identify-
ing themselves came back to me. And 
I started taking April 29 much more 
seriously (shocking an usher when, on 
the 50th anniversary of my baptism, I 
went to the church where the deed had 
been done—amidst great caterwauling on my part, I’m 
reliably informed — and asked him to help me fi nd the 
baptismal font, which had been moved in a post-concili-
ar wreckovation, so that I could kiss it). 

As I explain to my audiences after I ask how many 
of them know the date of their baptism (average “yes” 
response: 3 percent of any group), baptism and the 
new evangelization, baptism and mission, go together.  
We are baptized into mission and for mission. Indeed, 
viewed through the prism of the new evangelization, 
the day of our baptism is the day of our being commis-
sioned as missionary disciples.

This link between baptism and mission is made 
explicit in the biblical readings at Mass for the feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord. In the A cycle, which we are 
using this liturgical year, the Old Testament reading is 
from one of the Servant Songs in Isaiah, establishing 
the link between the baptism of Jesus and the mission 
of the Servant of the Lord: “Behold my servant, whom 
I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
put my Spirit upon him, he will bring forth justice to 
the nations….”

Then, in the reading from Acts, Peter tells Cornelius 
about “the word which was proclaimed throughout all 
Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which 
John preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil; and God was with him.”

The very next verse — “And we are witnesses to all 
that he did” — points out our responsibilities as mis-
sionary disciples: we, too, are to “do good” and to help 
heal “all those who [are] oppressed by the devil.” As 
Pope Francis reminds us, we are to be like medical 
workers in a battlefi eld hospital after a terrible battle. 
We are to offer others the possibility of encountering the 
mercy of God, and the possibility of learning the truths 
about right-living that the encounter with the divine 
mercy affords us. 

Baptism is baptism-into-mission. Thus a papally-en-
dorsed suggestion from your scribe: learn the date of 
your baptism, celebrate it each year — and be re-ener-
gized for mission because of that celebration. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s 
column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the 
offi cial newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.

By George 
Weigel
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The 32nd annual Catholic Charities Green Tie Gala offers attendees 
opportunity to “eat, drink and change a life”

OKLAHOMA CITY — The 32nd 
annual Green Tie Gala is slat-
ed for Saturday, March 8, at the 
National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum, Catholic Char-
ities of the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City executive director Patrick 
Raglow recently announced.

The always-anticipated Green 
Tie Gala offers attendees the 
opportunity to “eat, drink and 
change a life.” The event, which 
features fi ne dining and exciting 
auctions, benefi ts the Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers 
and Holy Family Home of Catholic 
Charities, which provide assis-
tance to homeless women in the 
metro area. 

Raglow also named marketing 
consultant and media strategist 
Linda Haneborg as chair of the 
event and long-time philanthro-
pist Jim Everest as the 2014 
Green Tie Gala Ambassador.

“Linda brings extensive commu-
nity leadership experience to the 
position of chair,” Raglow said. 
“Most recently, she chaired the 
2013 Myriad Gardens 25th anni-
versary celebration, Splendor in 
the Gardens. We are grateful for 
her generosity in planning and 
executing the Green Tie Gala, 
which supports two unique and 
transformative programs in the 
Oklahoma City metro.”

 “We are also delighted to honor 
Jim Everest as our 2014 Green 
Tie Gala Ambassador,” Raglow 
added. “Jim has been deeply 
involved in the success of Catho-
lic Charities for the past decade, 
serving on our board of directors. 
In addition, we know that Jim’s 

passion for improving our com-
munity doesn’t stop with us, 
as he has been involved 
with countless 
charities over the 
years.”  

Visited by 
more than 70 
women on a 
daily basis, 
Sanctuary 
Women’s Devel-
opment Center 
in Stockyards 
City offers unique 
social services to 
help restore feelings of 
self-worth, confi dence and 
dignity to homeless and at-risk 
women in Oklahoma City. In 
addition, Sanctuary offers many 
resources to its visitors including 
access to phones and computers 
for job seeking, job and life skills 
development, counseling, linkage 
to community resources, and a 
shower and laundry facility. 

Holy Family Home in Midwest 
City provides a community living 
environment for up to 12 women 
and eight children on a revolv-
ing basis. Women who enter into 
this program work closely with a 
case manager who helps establish 
a plan of action for overcoming 
barriers to success. Once en-
rolled, clients will stay anywhere 
between three months to two 
years as they work on achieving 
self-suffi ciency. 

Last year, Holy Family Home 
provided shelter for 27 clients, 
nine of whom were homeless chil-
dren. 

Through both of these programs 

and others offered through Cath-
olic Charities, the agency 

transitioned 98 fami-
lies into permanent 

housing in the 
past year alone. 
Those statistics 
resonate deeply 
with Haneborg, 
who has cham-
pioned the 
dignity of wom-
en throughout 

her career as a 
small-business 

owner, corporate 
executive, and commu-

nity volunteer.
 “Every woman deserves to live 

and work in an environment that 
accords with her innate worth as 
a human being,” Haneborg said. 
“When tragic and unforeseen 
circumstances render a woman 
homeless, she ought to be able 
to seek and fi nd a respectable 
refuge from outside pressures. In 

the Oklahoma City metro area, 
that refuge is Sanctuary or Holy 
Family Home. The staff of Catho-
lic Charities will treat anyone who 
walks through the doors of either 
program with decency and com-
passion, and she will walk away 
with a renewed sense of herself 
and the possibilities for her fu-
ture.”

“Everyone who purchases a 
ticket to the Green Tie Gala, who 
donates an auction item or who 
sponsors the event contributes 
to this worthy cause,” she added. 
“We cannot thank our supporters 
strongly enough for their commit-
ment to Catholic Charities and to 
the women who rely on Sanctuary 
and Holy Family Home as a reli-
able haven from the uncertainty 
and insecurity of the streets.”

For more information, to pur-
chase tickets or to make a dona-
tion, contact Christopher Cowden 
at Catholic Charities at (405) 523-
3000 or visit greentiegala.net.

Dear readers,
The Catholic Press Association 

designates February as Catho-
lic Press Month. The term “press” 
suggests a paper product, and, 
indeed, the Catholic press continues 
to publish an impressive number of 
newspapers and magazines. In 1951, 
95 newspapers and 269 Catholic 
magazines had a combined circula-
tion of 8.8 million. In 2012 (the most 
recent year for which numbers are 
available), 142 Catholic newspapers 
and 90 Catholic magazines and 
newsletters had a combined circula-
tion of 11.8 million. 

The Sooner Catholic, with its circu-
lation of more than 45,000, contrib-
utes to those robust statistics, and 
we are proud of that fact. This paper, 
with its storied history, has always 
been and remains the fl agship offer-
ing of the Offi ce of Communications 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

For the more than 120,000 Cath-
olics in central and western Oklaho-
ma, the Sooner Catholic is a tangible 
reminder of our shared faith – and of 
what that faith looks like when it is 
lived out in the ruggedly individualis-
tic Sooner State, the former frontier. 
For non-Catholics, the Sooner Catho-
lic is a door – or maybe just a win-

dow – to the Church, to a 
way of life that upholds 
freedom for the sake 
of choosing Christ 
and living more 
abundantly.

It is our prayer 
that anyone who 
picks up a copy 
of the Sooner 
Catholic fi nds in 
it an invitation to a 
deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

To us, the Sooner 
Catholic is an important tool 
for evangelization, and we are deeply 
grateful that you, our loyal readers, 
recognize that fact. We hope that 
you fi nd the local and personalized 
stories we tell to be relevant to your 
lives and to be worth sharing with 
your friends and family. 

Even as we celebrate the ongoing 
demand for and delight in traditional 
Catholic news products, though, we 
recognize that, in 2014, a newspaper 
is no longer the only – or even the 
primary – effective medium through 
which to communicate the Gospel.

“Keeping the doors of our churches 
open also means keeping them open 
in the digital environment so that 

people, whatever their 
situation in life, can 

enter, and so that 
the Gospel can 
go out to reach 
everyone,” Pope 
Francis said in 
his message for 
the 48th World 
Day of Social 
Communications. 

“Communication 
is a means of ex-

pressing the mission-
ary vocation of the entire 

Church; today the social net-
works are one way to experience this 
call to discover the beauty of faith, 
the beauty of encountering Christ.”

An estimated 18.1 million adult 
Catholics have an online social net-
work profi le on which they specify 
their religion as Catholic (i.e. 31 per-
cent of adult Catholics), according to 
a Nov. 2012 report of the Center for 
Applied Research in the Apostolate. 
Among weekly Mass attendees, 13 
percent read or follow blogs on the 
Church – and, of those, 72 percent 
say they do so to learn more about 
the Church’s teachings and their 
faith and 71 percent say they do so 
to stay up to date on news of the 

Church.
Given this, we in the archdiocesan 

Offi ce of Communications consid-
er it an important responsibility to 
maintain an online presence for 
the Church in central and western 
Oklahoma. Our regularly-updated 
homepage is www.archokc.org, but 
we’re also active on Facebook (Face-
book.com/ArchOKC), Twitter (Twit-
ter.com/ArchOKC) and FlockNote 
(FlockNote.com/ArchOKC). In addi-
tion, our director of New Evangeliza-
tion blogs at newevangelizationokc.
blogspot.com.

This Catholic Press Month, will you 
please pass this issue of the Sooner 
Catholic along to someone who has 
never read it, as well as “like” us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter and 
subscribe to us on FlockNote so that 
we can reach as many people as pos-
sible with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ? Thank you in advance for 
your support and encouragement!

Saint Francis de Sales, patron 
saint of communicators, pray for us!

Tina Korbe Dzurisin
Director of Communications

Sooner Catholic, Editor 

If You Go
32nd Annual Green Tie Gala

When: Saturday, March 8, 2014 (6 p.m. silent auction and cocktail 
reception, 7:15 p.m. dinner, live auction and presentation and 9:30 
p.m. Irish Pub with dancing and live music)
Where: National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Okla-
homa City
Why: To raise money for the Holy Family Home and Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers, two  homeless service programs of 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
To secure a space: Tickets are $200.00 per person. Feb. 28 is 
the suggested RSVP/registration deadline. For more information, 
to purchase tickets or to make a donation, contact Christopher 
Cowden at Catholic Charities at (405) 523-3000 or register online 
at www.catholiccharitiesok.org/greentie.

Catholic press serves evangelical function
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                                   continued from page 1 
Moreno said. “We will have a clearer understanding of 
how to joyfully bring Jesus Christ, our Good News, to 
our brothers and sisters.” 

Archbishop Paul Coakley will lead a morning prayer 
and offer opening remarks. The registration fee is $15 
and includes breakfast, lunch and materials. Financial 
assistance is available upon request. The deadline to 
register is Feb. 15. To download the registration form, 
please visit www. archokc.org.

“I remember when I discovered ‘Catechesi Tradendae’ 
(an apostolic exhortation by Pope John Paul II) about a 
dozen years after it had been published,” Brown said. 
“When I opened it up, I found all kinds of confi rmation 
for things that had been instinctively coming up in my 
heart about what needed to be done in my setting. I 

just found it a tremendously affi rming experience, so 
that’s what I want other people to experience – not to be 
intimidated by a Church document just because it’s a 
Church document, but to actually be enlightened by it 
and enjoy it.”

Klinge said the pope’s reminder in “Evangelii Gaud-
ium” that there is “an inseparable bond between our 
acceptance of the message of salvation and genuine 
fraternal love” really resonates with him. 

“I do not ever want, as Pope Francis says, ‘to lose (my) 
excitement and (my) zeal for living the Gospel of frater-
nity and justice!’” he said. “Evangelii Gaudium gives us 
both the inspiration and the roadmap for bringing the 
joy of the Gospel to every person whom we encounter.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communications 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

If You Go
“Evangelii Gaudium” Day of Study
When: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 22
Where: Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic Church in Yukon
Why: To reencounter the life-giv-
ing message of the Gospel 
through the words of Pope Francis
To secure a space: Registration 
fee is $15 and includes breakfast, 
lunch and materials. Financial as-
sistance is available upon request. 
Deadline to register is Feb. 15. To 
download the registration form, 
please visit www. archokc.org.

“Evangelii Gaudium”

If you can cheer for a sports team, you can praise God, pope says

VATICAN CITY — Prayers of 
praise for God aren’t just for char-
ismatics, Pope Francis said in a 
morning homily.

“We fi nd it easy to understand 
praying to ask God for something 
and also to thank the Lord,” he 
said Jan. 28 at his early morning 
Mass. But prayers of praise “don’t 
come so spontaneously.”

According to a report in Vatican 
Radio, Pope Francis focused his 
homily on a line from the day’s fi rst 

reading, which described David 
as “dancing before the Lord with 
abandon.”

Pope Francis said he could 
imagine someone objecting, “but, 
Father, that’s for people in the 
Renewal in the Spirit, not for all 
Christians.”

“No,” he said, “prayers of praise 
are Christian prayer.”

In fact, the pope said, the Psalms 
are fi lled with prayers of praise and 
that’s what the Sanctus or “Holy, 
Holy” and the Gloria recited at 
Mass are.

Returning to possible objections, 
he said he knows some people 
might think they just can’t pray 
that way. He said he would count-
er, “You’re able to shout when your 
team makes a goal, but you cannot 
sing the Lord’s praises?”

Explaining more of the biblical 
story from the 6th chapter of the 
Second Book of Samuel, Pope 
Francis noted how Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, reproached David 
for dancing in public and making 
a spectacle of himself. The chapter 
ends abruptly with the line, “Saul’s 

daughter Michal was childless to 
the day she died.”

“I wonder how many times we 
scorn in our hearts good people 
who praise the Lord naturally, 
spontaneously,” rather than for-
mally or with great dignity, he said.

When the Bible says Michal 
remained childless, it is telling 
believers that “prayers of praises 
make us fruitful,” he said, while 
“those who close themselves up 
in the formality of a cold, careful 
prayer might end up like Michal in 
the sterility of her formality.”

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope: Sacrifi ce key to reaping wealth of God’s love, fi ghting misery

VATICAN CITY — Courageously 
follow Jesus in seeking out the 
poor and sinners, and in making 
diffi cult sacrifi ces in order to help 
and heal others, Pope Francis said.

Christians are called to confront 
the material, spiritual and moral 
destitution of “our brothers and 
sisters, to touch it, to make it our 
own and to take practical steps to 
alleviate it,” the pope said in his 
fi rst message for Lent, which be-
gins March 5 for Latin-rite Catho-
lics.

Saving the world will not come 
about “with the right kind of hu-
man resources” and token alms, 
but only “through the poverty of 
Christ,” who emptied himself of 
the worldly and made the world 
rich with God’s love and mercy, he 
said.

Released by the Vatican Feb. 
4, the text of the pope’s message 
focused on the theme of Christ’s 
poverty, with the title: “He became 
poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich,” which is from 
a verse from St. Paul’s Second Let-
ter to the Corinthians.

Pope Francis said he chose the 
passage to explore what St. Paul’s 
references to poverty and charity 
mean for Christians today.

There are many forms of poverty, 
he said, like the material destitu-
tion that disfi gures the face of hu-
manity and the moral destitution 
of being a slave to vice and sin.

But “there is only one real kind 
of poverty: not living as children 
of God and brothers and sisters of 
Christ,” he said.

People experiencing the spiritual 
destitution of believing they don’t 

need God and can make it on their 
own “are headed for a fall,” the 
pope wrote. “God alone can truly 
save and free us.”

“The Gospel is the real antidote 
to spiritual destitution,” he said, 
and the greatest treasure of all is 
“boundless confi dence in God” and 
the desire to always do his will.

All Christians are called “to 
proclaim the liberating news that 
forgiveness for sins committed is 
possible, that God is greater than 
our sinfulness, that he freely loves 
us at all times and that we were 
made for communion and eternal 
life.”

Spreading the joy of the Gos-
pel, consoling broken hearts and 
offering real hope means “following 
and imitating Jesus, who sought 
out the poor and sinners,” and by 
opening up “new paths of evangeli-
zation and human promotion” with 
courage, he said.

Imitating Christ also includes 

confronting the abuses, discrim-
ination and violations against 
human dignity, which often cause 
the material poverty suffered by 
those who lack the basic rights to 
food, water, work, development 
and “equal access to education 
and healthcare,” he said.

Sometimes the unjust social 
conditions that rob people of their 
dignity lead to moral destitution — 
a kind of “impending suicide,” he 
said.

Think of how much pain is 
caused by people, especially the 
young, when they turn to alcohol, 
drugs, gambling, pornography or 
other vices because they “no longer 
see meaning in life or prospects for 
the future,” he said. “How many 
have lost hope!”

“By loving and serving the poor, 
we love and serve Christ,” he said, 
but such service also entails con-
version.

“When power, luxury and money 
become idols, they take priority 
over the need for a fair distribution 
of wealth. Our consciences thus 
need to be converted to justice, 
equality, simplicity and sharing,” 
he said.

While Lent is a time for “self-de-
nial,” don’t forget that real sacrifi ce 
and poverty have a “dimension of 
penance” and pain, he said.

“I distrust a charity that costs 
nothing and does not hurt,” he 
said.

“God did not let our salvation 
drop down from heaven, like 
someone who gives alms from their 
abundance out of a sense of altru-
ism and piety,” the pope said.

God operates according to “the 
logic of love, the logic of incarna-
tion and the cross” — to be with 
those who need him most, “to take 

upon himself the burden of our 
sins” and to comfort, save and free 
people from their misery.

“What gives true freedom, true 
salvation and true happiness is the 
compassion, tenderness and soli-
darity of his love, Christ’s poverty, 
which enriches us,” he said.

Cardinal Robert Sarah, presi-
dent of the Pontifi cal Council Cor 
Unum, the offi ce which handles 
the pope’s charitable giving, pre-
sented the Lenten message at a 
Vatican news conference.

The cardinal said the pope’s 
message reminds people that their 
“bourgeois consciences” cannot be 
put to rest merely by “denouncing 
the lack of resources for others” or 
denouncing the structural under-
pinnings of poverty.

The only way to truly help people 
is to care for all their needs — spir-
itual, material and moral — the 
cardinal said, and not “pretend to 
solve a person’s problems just be-
cause one has solved the problems 
related to his physical and materi-
al wellbeing.”

“I think the Holy Father does 
well to insist on these three types 
of poverty and destitution,” the 
cardinal said.

“There’s the destitution of mate-
rial poverty that’s easier to solve 
because it takes a bit of money 
and one can fi nd ways to resolve 
this problem. But it’s much more 
diffi cult to (address) moral and 
spiritual destitution,” which is why 
Cor Unum and the church put 
added emphasis on that area.

The church urges people to 
choose the poverty of Christ in or-
der to fi ght the misery and destitu-
tion in the world — not for ideo-
logical reasons, the cardinal said, 
“but for the love of Christ.”

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis. (CNS photo)
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 17th part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminar-
ians of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City to the people they will 
one day serve as priests.

Jerome Krug

1. What is your home parish? 
Saint Monica, Edmond

2. What seminary do you attend? Conception 
Seminary College: Conception, Mo.

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be or-
dained a priest? 2019

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought 
that God might be calling you to the priesthood? I 
was a junior in high school when I fi rst began to 
consider the priesthood.

5. What is your favorite subject in the semi-
nary? Theology or Psychology

6. What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?  The most im-
portant lesson I have learned is that the process 
is the goal. For example, we as a pilgrim people 
are constantly seeking to grow in communion 
with God. There will never be a moment during 
our life on earth where we have reached perfect 
communion with God. Setting an eventual goal,  
other than the process of growing in holiness it-
self, will leave us either bitter or vain depending 
on our “success” instead of focusing on “faith-
fulness.” The very process of growing in holiness 
is the goal.

7. What do you look forward to most about 
becoming a priest? I most look forward to facili-
tating an encounter with God’s loving mercy for 
people through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
and to lead God’s people to deepening their love 
of and participation in the Eucharist.

8. Who is your favorite saint? My two favorite 
saints right now are Saint Thérèse of Lisieux 
and Saint Josemaría Escrivá, Thérèse because 
of her writings about the simplicity of Christian 
living, and how every experience is an invita-
tion to greater love, and Josemaría because he 
taught about the sanctifi cation found in daily 
work and how the place each person fi nds ho-
liness is in his or her school, workplace, home, 
parish, etc.

9. Name one thing that every Catholic needs to 
know. The life of the disciple of Jesus is simple: 
never easy, but always simple. In its simplest 
expression the life of a disciple is to love and be 
loved.

10. Describe your relationship with Christ. 
My relationship with Jesus is both my greatest 
treasure and greatest challenge. I am constant-
ly reminded that growing in relationship with 
Jesus is not an abstract or impersonal endeav-
or, but a uniquely intimate and even consuming 
encounter. My relationship is nothing more, 
and nothing less, than being loved and loving in 
response.

11. Why choose a life of sacrifi cial love in any 
vocation rather than a life of self-gratifi cation? 
When love stops being given, it stops being love. 
If we are to imitate our God who is Love Him-
self, we must daily pour ourselves out in love. 
This is the call of every Christian whether a 
married person for his or her spouse and chil-
dren, a priest for his people, a consecrated man 
or woman for his or her community, or as one 
living the generous single life for those they are  
committed to serving. Life without love, true 
self-giving love, is just boring. 

Intentional altar serving is often a 
catalyst for vocational discernment

One of the most recognizable elements of 
the Catholic Mass is young men and women 
serving on the altar alongside priests.  Most 
practicing Catholic families have at least 
one child who is or has been an altar server.  
Even Oklahoma City Thunder star Kendrick 
Perkins was once an altar boy as a child.   
Serving at the altar not only helps contrib-
ute to the respectful celebration of the Mass 
but provides young people with leadership 
skills they can use in their school and family 
life.

 Altar servers have been part of the Mass 
since the earliest years of the church by 
assisting the priest during the Mass and 
helping to lead the congregation in prayer.  
Becoming an altar server can be an excellent 
way for young men and women to learn ini-
tiative and responsibility, while contributing 
to the life of the parish.  

 “As I was growing up, altar serving had 
two impacts on my life. The fi rst is that in 
order to serve Mass I had to arrive early at 
the Church. This provided a habit of having 
time to prepare not only the items needed 
for Mass but also prepare myself for Mass,” 
said second-year seminarian Jerome Krug. 
“The second impact is that it taught me to 
pay attention to the actions of Mass and 
understand them better as parts of a greater 
action.” 

 By participating directly in the Mass, altar 
servers are able to focus more on the read-
ings and homilies of the priests, in addition 
to learning about all the small prayers and 
rituals the congregation often does not no-
tice. 

 “Kids who grow up serving get to see 
the Mass from another point of view,” said 
Father Shane Tharp, pastor of Holy Name of 
Jesus parish in Chickasha, Okla. “They are 
given a greater opportunity to understand 
the meaning of the Mass because of their 
proximity to the celebration.”

 Being an altar server can plant the seed 
of a vocation in a young boy’s or girl’s mind.  
While gathering in the sacristy before and 
after Mass, altar servers have a chance to 
have more interaction with the priests and 
see the blessings and demands of his voca-

tion fi rst hand.  
 “In the long run, serving at the altar or 

performing any kind of liturgical ministry 
can be a catalyst for getting young people 
thinking about vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life,” said Archbishop Paul 
Coakley. “More importantly, I think the 
example of parents who place a high priority 
on getting their family to Mass every Sunday 
teaches young people the importance of this 
great gift and develops esteem for the priest-
hood and religious life.”

 According to the Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate, 70 percent of sur-
veyed diocesan seminarians from the class 
of 2013 said that they served as altar serv-
ers when they were younger.

 “I began serving as an altar boy in fourth 
grade when the Mass was still in Latin.  It 
required several months of training and 
preparation to learn all of the proper re-
sponses and gestures!  It was a great privi-
lege and something that I took a good deal of 
pride in doing,” said Archbishop Coakley. “ I 
am not sure that it had any direct infl uence 
on my vocation, but it did arouse a real in-
terest in what the priest was doing and what 
was happening during the Mass.”

 Vocations director for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, Father Stephen Hamil-
ton, believes strongly that altar serving is 
an important step in discerning a religious 
vocation. 

 “While it is true — and I would be the fi rst 
to admit — that not every altar boy becomes 
a priest; still, most priests who served Mass 
would tell you that their service as altar 
boys was critical in hearing a call to the 
priesthood,” said Father Hamilton. “We need 
to give our boys and young men every op-
portunity for this, every opportunity to hear 
the call of God in this regard.”

 Saint Monica’s altar boy Austin Harkey 
considers altar serving the greatest way he 
can serve his parish as a young man.

 “Becoming an altar server has placed me 
around some great guys and some amazing 
holy priests,” said Harkey. “We help each 
other grow closer to Christ by learning from 
one another and supporting each other.”

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Hella Quinnett serves at the Permanent Diaconate Ordination at Our Lady’s Cathedral Oct. 19, 2013. Photo 
by Cara Koenig
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Sacred Heart benefi t concert honors Father Quant’s 
memory, raises almost $2,000

After a fi rst attempt on Dec. 
6, when snow, ice and freezing 
temperatures caused the cancella-
tion of the event, “Music Heals the 
Heart: A Benefi t Concert for the 
Father Roberto Quant Scholarship 
Fund” fi nally took place on Jan. 
24. Almost $2,000 was raised to 
help students attend Sacred Heart 
Catholic School in Oklahoma City.

The concert at Saint James the 
Greater Catholic Church was well 
attended, which was “great to see, 
since it had to be rescheduled,” 
said Joana Camacho, principal of 
Sacred Heart. Tickets for the orig-
inal event were honored, but there 
were new guests, as well.

 “The audience came from Law-
ton, Guymon, Oklahoma City, 
Sacred Heart and Saint James,” 
said Camacho. “There were people 
from all over.”

Camacho said that Father 
Quant’s family, including his 

mother and brother from Hondu-
ras, his sister from Miami and his 
brother from Dallas, had planned 
to attend the concert on its origi-
nal date. They ended up stuck in 
Dallas because of the ice. Al-
though they were unable to attend 
the rescheduled concert, Sacred 
Heart videotaped the event and 
will be able to send copies to the 
family. 

The new date called for some 
changes to be made to the event. 
“Not all of the musicians sched-
uled to attend the fi rst evening 
were able to come, so our music 
teacher created a new program of 
music,” said Camacho. Current 
students and graduates of the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
music school performed pieces by 
Mozart, Brahms, Chopin and oth-
ers, including George Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue for Solo Piano.” 
Classical guitarists and pianists 
performed, as well as the Cadenza 
Trio, which included horn, fl ute 
and piano.

Luisa Matthynssens, the music 
teacher at Sacred Heart, per-
formed several pieces as part of 
the trio, including the debut of her 
own composition entitled “Tango.” 
The piece was “very well received” 
by the audience, said Camacho.

Edith Miranda of the archdi-
ocesan Hispanic Ministry offi ce 
said, “[The event] was a beautiful 
gesture to honor Father Quant’s 
memory and his love for the chil-
dren of Sacred Heart. Education 
was always important for him; 
Joana recognized this great vir-
tue in Father. He really lived with 
joy, and with interest in the kids’ 
learning and development.”

Miranda said she “had goose 
bumps from hearing the UCO 
performers.” She also enjoyed 
the slideshow of photos of Father 
Quant.

Archbishop Paul Coakley led 
the opening prayer at the concert, 
while Sacred Heart pastor Fa-
ther Gilberto Moya led the closing 
prayer. After the concert, Elina 

Avila, an eighth-grader at Sacred 
Heart School, gave a testimony on 
the importance of tuition assis-
tance to her education. 

In her welcome message at the 
concert, Camacho said that 70 
percent of current Sacred Heart 
students receive some level of 
tuition assistance. The scholar-
ship fund currently has more than 
$33,000. “We are awarding our 
fi rst recipient in May to coincide 
with the anniversary of Father 
Quant’s death,” said Camacho. 
“We had many requests asking 
when we’ll be doing the next event 
to raise money for the scholar-
ship.”

Sacred Heart continues to take 
donations for the scholarship 
fund. The school offi ce can provide 
more information at (405) 634-
5673.

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer 
for the Sooner Catholic and the ed-
itor of the Sooner Catholic enews-
letter. To subscribe, visit www.
fl ocknote.com/archokc. 

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

Catholic 
Schools:

Communities 
of Faith, 

Knowledge, 
and Service

Catholic Schools Week

Catholic Schools Week 2014 was 
Jan. 26 to Feb. Schools across the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City cele-
brated in a variety of ways. Schools 
represented in the photos here are: 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Edmond, 
Sacred Heart, El Reno, St. Philip 
Neri, Midwest City, St. James the 
Greater, Oklahoma City, St. Mary, 
Guthrie, All Saints, Norman, St, 
Charles, Oklahoma City and Mount 
St Mary High School, Oklahoma 
City.
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“Gimme Shelter” conveys pro-life message through gritty, gripping plot

By Rebekah Scaperlanda

“Gimme Shelter” is a powerful 
portrayal of a pregnant 16-year-
old’s unselfi sh decision to keep her 
child and discover a world fi lled 
with hope. The fi lm begins with a 
gritty- looking Vanessa Hudgens 
running away from her abusive, 
drug addict mother (Rosario Daw-
son). Hudgens’ Apple escapes to 
her biological father’s New Jersey 
mansion, which he shares with an 
uptight wife and two kids. Hav-
ing never met Apple, Tom (Bren-
dan Fraser) opens his home, but 
remains cautious of the nature 
of her visit. Apple is anything but 
endearing as she sloppily eats her 
food and callously interacts with 
Tom’s family. Soon, Apple discov-
ers she is pregnant and Tom and 
his wife (Stephanie Szostak) offer 
to help her on one condition: She 
must have an abortion. After a 
convincing speech by her father to 
“put it all behind and move for-
ward,” Apple goes to the appoint-
ment. Looking at the ultrasound, 
Apple runs from the clinic. 

Writer-director Ronald Krauss 
spends little time focusing on 
Apple’s decision to keep the baby, 
but instead rushes into a much 
larger picture of her journey to 
fi nd hope. Soon after fl eeing the 
clinic, Apple meets Father Frank 
McCarthy, portrayed by an al-
ways-steady James Earl Jones, 
and they begin a dialogue about 
God. Believing that a God who 
loved her wouldn’t put her in the 
position she’s in, Father McCarthy 

explains that she might be exactly 
where she is meant to be. 

Powerful in its subtlety, the pro-
life message emerges as Father 
McCarthy recites the prayer of 
Saint Francis, “Make me a chan-
nel of your peace; where there is 
darkness, let me sow light.” Telling 
Apple about a special shelter for 
homeless mothers, McCarthy looks 
at Apple with a stern kindness and 
simply states, “Don’t make your 
child suffer because you’re suf-
fering.” This encounter plants the 
seeds for Apple’s journey toward 
God and toward fi nding good in 
the moment as she eventually 
learns to move beyond past mis-
takes.

The monotonous feel of the 
script sometimes falls fl at but is 
elevated by the acting of Hudgens 
and an almost unrecognizable 
Dawson.  At times Hudgens seems 
to be trying too hard to be taken 
seriously after her Disney “High 
School Musical” days and her 
bikini-clad performance in “Spring 
Breakers”. Overall, she has a great 
performance portraying both the 
toughness and vulnerability of her 
character. 

Apple’s internal struggle to 
accept help eventually leads her 
back to Father McCarthy. The kind 
priest urges her to “grab a book” 
and he begins to recite Jeremiah 
29:11, “ For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord. 
Plans for your welfare and not for 
evil. To give you a future and a 
hope.” As the words continue in 
the background, the two travel to 
the shelter of Kathy DiFiore and 
are greeted by a statue of Mary 

and Jesus. Ann Dowd plays Di-
Fiore not as a cheesy portrayal of 
a happy-go-lucky caregiver, but a 
realistic performance full of com-
passion and love. 

DiFiore is based on the real life 
founder of Several Sources Shel-
ters, started in 1981, as a residen-
tial shelter for mothers and their 
children. DiFiore, who struggled 
with abuse and homelessness, 
says that during that time she 
clung to the Prayer of Saint Fran-
cis and, in turn, followed its teach-
ing and decided to help others, 
saying “we give can give them shel-
ter, we can give them guidance, we 
can give them a future.”

Apple’s time at the shelter is 
transformative as she learns to 
love and allow herself to be loved. 
The fi lm shows the resilience of 

girls from varying backgrounds 
learning how to be parents. Al-
though the fi lm portrays Catholic 
values and teachings, it does so 
without being religious propa-
ganda. Instead of mass religious 
conversions, the viewer is treated 
to subtle transformations of the 
heart.

 Many movies with powerful 
Christian infl uences end up sac-
rifi cing quality for the message, 
but “Gimme Shelter” incorporates 
both. The fi lm also has a hint of 
social realism, showing the inad-
equacies of “the system” as Apple 
is shuffl ed between foster care and 
her mother, all the while strug-
gling with rape, molestation and 
abuse. 

“Gimme Shelter” is the epito-
me of a passion project. Viewers 
can tell that actors and writers 
put their all into this fi lm. Krauss 
spent a year at the shelter for 
homeless teens as he developed 
the script. Hudgens gained weight, 
chopped off her black hair and 
put herself into the mindset of a 
struggling teen. Fraser donated 
his salary from the fi lm to Several 
Sources Shelters. It’s clear that 
this fi lm seems to sincerely want 
to incite change in the heart of the 
viewers.

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

Editor’s note: The Catholic 
News Service classifi cation is A-III 
— adults.

Valentine’s Day reviews address popular love stories
Whether Valentine’s Day is 

celebrated as a feast day or as 
a secular holiday, a good book 
or movie about love in its many 
forms is never amiss. From the 
staff and writers of the Sooner 
Catholic, here are some Catholic 
perspectives on some popular love 
stories. From this list, we hope 
our readers can fi nd something 
to entertain them instead of “Fifty 
Shades of Grey.”

“The Book Thief,” by Markus 
Zusak (Random House Children’s 
Books, 2006). This is the sto-
ry of Liesel Meminger, a young 
girl separated from her parents 
during World War II in Germany.  
Raised by foster parents, she sees 
war’s terrible effects fi rsthand.  
The characters are complex and 
believable; the plot is compelling.  
Liesel’s stepfamily hides a Jewish 
man in their basement.  Liesel 
does in fact steal books because 
she loves reading.  The story is 
told, in part, by Death.  Using the 
fi rst person, Death describes the 
characters’ lives, and fi nally, their 
ends. This is a beautiful and poi-
gnant story of a young girl’s life as 
a victorious survival.

“The Fault in Our Stars,” 
by John Green (Dutton Books, 
2012). This young adult novel is 
a very fast read, but it explores 
the issues of life, death and love 
with appropriate gravity. Hazel 

Grace Lancaster and Augustus 
Waters are the star-crossed lovers 
who fall for one another during a 
support group for teenagers with 
terminal cancer. Their surpris-
ing story hints at the sacrifi cial 
aspects of love so important to 
Christians. The story could spark 
some great discussions for a book 
group, especially on changes to 
the moral order in the face of a 
terminal illness. As a book for 
teenagers, however, the author 
touches on some very mature 
themes, including atheism/loss of 
faith and sexuality.

“Story of a Soul: The Auto-
biography of St. Therese of 
Lisieux,” translated by John 
Clarke, OCD (ICS Publications, 
1996). Saint Therese was in her 
early 20s when she wrote her au-
tobiography and when she died, 
so this work is an especially wor-
thy read for young adults. Therese 
grows from a spoiled youngest 
child to a sensitive young woman, 
when she is fi nally allowed to join 
the Carmelite order. Her pious 
mother, her kind older sisters and 
her incredibly generous father are 
the intriguing supporting charac-
ters. This popular saint observes: 
“I understood that love comprised 
all vocations, that love was every-
thing, that it embraced all times 
and places…in a word, that it was 
eternal.”

“Burial Rites,” by Hannah 
Kent (Little, Brown and Com-
pany, 2013). Based on the true 
story from 19th century Iceland, 
Agnes Magnusdottir is sentenced 
to death for the murder of her 
former lover. In the months 
leading up to her execution, she 
gradually reveals the truth of her 
guilt. Where Dostoevsky’s “Crime 
and Punishment” demonstrated 
the redeeming power of love, this 
novel portrays Agnes’ actions in 
an ambiguous light. Like Jean 
Valjean in “Les Miserables,” Agnes 
experiences something of a reli-
gious conversion – but this is not 
heavily emphasized in the story. 
Readers might be better off enjoy-
ing the romances in these famous 
novels, especially because of the 
disturbing and graphic images of 
violence and sexuality in “Burial 
Rites.”

“Anna Karenina” by Leo 
Tolstoy, translated by Richard 
Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky 
(Penguin Classics, 2004). Origi-
nally published in serial install-
ments from 1873 to 1877, Leo 
Tolstoy’s classic novel garnered 
critical acclaim from some of the 
most talented authors in history, 
including Fyodor Dostoyevsky, 
Vladimir Nabokov and William 
Faulkner. It received fresh atten-
tion in 2004 when Oprah promot-
ed it through “Oprah’s Book Club” 

and in 2012 when Universal Pic-
tures, Focus Features and Work-
ing Title Films presented director 
Joe Wright’s lavish movie adap-
tation of the tale. Yet, for all its 
public acclaim, Anna Karenina is 
an intensely private novel – an al-
ways exquisite, often painful and 
ultimately rewarding glimpse into 
the lives of several unhappy fam-
ilies. Unfailingly refl ective of the 
moral order, the storyline deliv-
ers sometimes gentle, sometimes 
violent justice to the impressively 
human characters as they grope 
toward spiritual maturity. The 
fate of Anna Karenina is depress-
ingly predictable, but refreshingly 
connected to the agonizing choic-
es she makes; she faces the mis-
erable consequences of an extra-
marital affair. Fortunately, while 
she might be the titular character, 
she by no means exclusively oc-
cupies the 864 pages of the novel 
– and the romance that lingers 
longest in the mind of the reader 
is not the passionate love affair of 
Anna and Vronsky, but the graced 
relationship of Kitty and Levin. 
(Fans of the book will likely be 
disappointed by the recent movie 
version; while visually luscious, 
it is at times too luscious, leaving 
less to the imagination than desir-
able. Ultimately, the movie fails to 
elucidate the lessons that lend the 
book its enduring relevance.)
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Renowned Catholic author and professor to share “How to Win the Culture War”

One of the world’s premier 
Catholic authors and professors of 
philosophy will be in Shawnee on 
Feb. 16 for a one-day-only event 
hosted by the Offi ce for Faith Inte-
gration, Development and Evange-
lization (FIDE) at Saint Gregory’s 
University. Renowned Catholic 
author and professor Peter Kreeft, 
Ph.D., will speak to the subject of 
“How to Win the Culture War” at 
1:30 p.m. inside Benedictine hall 
on the Saint Gregory’s University 
Campus. 

“Professor Kreeft has long been a 
guide and inspiration both for his 
students and for so many thinking 
Catholics the world over,” says 
Sean Connolly, Ph.D., Saint Greg-
ory’s professor of philosophy and 
former Kreeft student.  “Many of 
the blessings in my own intellec-

tual and spiritual 
life are in no small 
part due to his 
unique knack for 
joining profound 
perennial wisdom 
with wit and com-
mon sense.   His 
observations and 
insights on the 
faith in contem-
porary culture are sure to both 
enlighten and entertain.”

Kreeft is the prolifi c author of 
many well-known books on Cath-
olic teaching and apologetics, 
including “Handbook of Christian 
Apologetics,” “Christianity for 
Modern Pagans,” and “Summa of 
the Summa.”  He is also a regular 
contributor to several Christian 
publications, and is in wide de-
mand as a speaker at conferences 
across the country. He is current-
ly a professor of philosophy at 

Boston College in Boston, Mass., 
and at the King’s College in the 
Empire State Building, New York 
City. 

Saint Gregory’s University is 
an authentically Roman Catholic 
University providing a liberal arts 
curriculum and professional pro-
grams to students in Shawnee and 

Tulsa. Founded in 1875, Saint 
Gregory’s is the oldest institution 
of higher learning in Oklahoma. 
Additional information about 
Saint Gregory’s University can be 
found at www.stgregorys.edu or 
by calling 1-888-STGREGS.

Emily Kimmel is a senior philoso-
phy student at Saint Gregory’s. 

By Emily Kimmel
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
“How to Win the Culture War,” a lecture by Peter Kreeft, Ph.D.

When: 1:30 p.m. Feb. 16
Where: Benedictine Hall on the Saint Gregory’s University Campus 
in Shawnee, Okla.
Why: To hear from one of the world’s premier Catholic authors and 
professors of philosophy
To secure a space: Tickets for the event are $10. Group rates are 
available and may be purchased by contacting FIDE at (405) 878-
5352 or fi de@stgregorys.edu.

Peter Kreeft, 
Ph.D.

Abby Johnson to speak at 2014 pro-life event
On the heels of a snowy but 

successful March for Life in the 
nation’s capital, representatives 
from local pro-life organizations 
will gather on Feb. 26 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center to provide 
the community opportunities to 
further a pro-life culture. 

From 7 p.m.  to 9 p.m., leaders 
from area pro-life organizations, 
including 40 Days for Life, Project 
Gabriel, Rachel’s Vineyard and the 
Holy Innocents Foundation, will 
have exhibits to showcase their 
groups along with information to 
help individuals consider the best 
way to use their time, talent and 
treasure. The organizers antici-
pate that Oklahomans who saw 

the national coverage of the March 
for Life in Washington, D.C. were 
inspired to contribute to the end of 
a culture of death in our nation.

“We know many in the commu-
nity want to get involved in the 
pro-life movement but they have 
many questions and they do not 
know where to start,” said Deb-
orah Krisch, coordinator of the 
event.  “Hopefully this ministry 
fair will inspire them to talk to the 
organizers and eventually sign up 
to help change our culture.”

In addition to the pro-life min-
istry fair, nationally recognized 
speaker and author Abby Johnson 
will speak about her experiences 
as director of a Planned Parent-
hood clinic and her conversion 
from pro-choice to pro-life. John-

son’s heart was changed as she 
witnessed an ultrasound-guided 
abortion for the fi rst time. Follow-
ing that experience, she sought 
assistance to change her life 
through a local pro-life group and 
has never turned back.

“Hearing Abby Johnson speak 
will be an eye-opening experi-
ence for many. She will tell her 
fi rsthand knowledge of what goes 
on inside those clinics, and how 
women and young girls are talked 
into abortions even though they 
might want to keep the baby,” said 
event organizer Karen Kenworthy. 
“I hope and pray it will make more 
people unafraid to speak up on the 
evil and dangers of abortion in this 
country.”  

Also speaking at the event will be 

Dierdre McCool, executive direc-
tor of Deaconess Pregnancy and 
Adoption Services, Tony Lauinger, 
chairman of Oklahomans for Life, 
and Sister Maria Faulkner, who 
works with end of life issues in our 
community.

“I believe the event will motivate 
those in attendance to commit 
themselves more fully to the fi ght 
to defend the sanctity of human 
life,” said Lauinger. “It will pro-
vide opportunities for attendees to 
understand the different pro-life 
efforts that are ongoing, and to 
fi nd their own ‘niche’ in 
the pro-life cause.”

Sarah Cooper is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

Eighteenth annual Men’s Conference expected to draw more than 800 attendees

NORMAN — Over the last 18 
years, the Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence “In the Father’s Footsteps” 
has grown. As it has grown, it has 
moved from the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center to Bishop McGuinness 
High School to the Embassy Suites 
Conference Center in Norman, 
where it will be again this year. 
More than 800 men are expected 
for the March 1 event.

“The goal of the men’s conference 
is to reach out to as many men as 
possible in our archdiocese and to 
invite and welcome as many men 
as possible,” said core team mem-
ber Chris Engel. “The day is a time 
to grow in our Catholic faith and 
spirituality and to share in com-
munity with other Catholic men.”

“In the Father’s Footsteps” start-
ed to fi ll a need; it grew because it 
succeeded and then some. 

This year is expected to be no 
different. With the theme of “Stand 
Firm in the Lord,” the conference 
will feature these highly anticipat-
ed and well-known speakers: Steve 
Ray, author, Holy Land guide and 
ITFF favorite; Jeff Cavins, author 
of “My Life on the Rock” and Bible 

timeline developer; Deacon Ralph 
Poyo, a leading voice for the New 
Evangelization; and the Most Rev-
erend Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop 
of Oklahoma City.

Archbishop Coakley said he is 
excited to once again be a part of 
the Men’s Conference.  

“The conference has a wonderful 
history.  Catholic men from across 
Oklahoma and even beyond come 
together to encourage one anoth-
er, be inspired and become better 
equipped to live and share their 
faith as Catholic men,” the arch-
bishop said. 

“I really enjoy meeting the men 
and celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, so this is a great 
day for me!” he added. 

Archbishop Coakley will speak 
about the new archdiocesan vision 
statement, “Go Make Disciples.” 
The full vision, as outlined in a 
pastoral letter from the archbish-
op, is available at www.archokc.
org, along with an accompanying 
study guide.

 “I will be speaking to the men 
about the call to become disciples 
and then to take the next step 
in becoming disciple-makers.  I 
would like them to be bold and 

confi dent witnesses to the Gospel 
in their homes, in their workplac-
es and communities, and in the 
Church,” said the archbishop. “I 
would like them to become more 
confi dent in their ability to share 
their faith with others.”

Terry Givens of Saint Eugene 
Church in Oklahoma City has at-
tended the conference for at least 
four years.

“The best part of the conference 
is the fellowship, knowing that I 
am a part of this growing group of 
Catholic men sharing faith here in 
Oklahoma,” Givens said.

Deacon Bill Thurman of Saint 
Benedict’s in Shawnee has attend-
ed the conference from its incep-
tion and says there’s never been a 
better time to go than now.

 “The location it is in now is 
great,” he said. “Having all that 
room for vendors gives the men 
the opportunity to get resources 
to live what they have learned at 
the conference that they might not 
normally have the opportunity to 
buy.”

Past attendees emphasize that 
the conference is not just for fa-
thers, but for men in all stages of 
life.

“The most rewarding part for me 
is seeing the growth in the men 
who go – not just the guys but 
their sons, the younger men who 
attend,” Deacon Thurman said. 
“One of my oldest sons lives in 
Dallas and comes up often to go to 
the conference. One time he got in 
line for confession and was pleas-
antly surprised that it was the 
archbishop waiting at the front.”

Givens said this year will be the 
fi rst year his son will join him. 

“To me that is an important part 
of this conference, that those of us 
that know about the conference 
need to tell others about it and 
bring others to it,” said Givens. 

The Eighteenth Annual “In the 
Father’s Footsteps” is Saturday, 
March 1, at the Embassy Suites 
Conference Center in Norman, 
Okla. The registration fees remain 
the same as the last fi ve years, but 
early registration ends Feb. 17. 
To learn more or to sign up, go to 
http://www.catholicmen.net/. 

Cara Koenig is the 
photographer and spe-
cial projects editor for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El año litúrgico comienza el primer domingo 
de Adviento. El año nuevo según el calendario 
solar comienza el 1 de enero. El año nuevo lunar 
comienza con la celebración TÉT. Recientemente 
el Arzobispo Coakley celebró TÉT en las Misas 
con dos comunidades vietnamitas en Oklahoma 
City: el 31 de enero en la parroquia San Andrés 
Dung Lac y el 1 de febrero en la Catedral de 
Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo Socorro. El siguien- 
te es el texto de la homilía del Arzobispo para 
la celebración TÉT en la parroquia San Andrés 
Dung Lac.

Es un gran placer estar con ustedes para 
celebrar la fi esta del Tét de nuevo este año. Es 
una alegría compartir en esta hermosa cele-
bración de nuestra fe católica expresada en y 
a través de la riqueza de la cultura vietnamita. 
¡Estoy muy feliz de desearles a ustedes y a sus 
familias todas las bendiciones y prosperidad 
que Dios pueda derramar sobre ustedes en 
este nuevo año!

A través de los siglos, las grandes culturas 
y civilizaciones del mundo han desarrollado 
muchas formas de marcar el paso del tiempo. 
Tradicionalmente estos diversos calendarios y 
formas de medir el tiempo, se han basado en la 
observación cuidadosa de los movimientos de 
los grandes cuerpos celestes: el Sol y la Luna, 
de cuya creación hemos oído hablar hoy en la 
primera lectura del libro de Génesis. De cual-
quier manera que podamos medir el comienzo 
y el fi nal de cada año que pasa, es decir, si 
de acuerdo con un calendario solar o lunar, 
¡nuestra fe católica afi rma que todo el tiempo 
le pertenece a Cristo! ¡Jesucristo es el mismo 
ayer, hoy y siempre!

Cristo es el principio y el fi n de la historia. 
Todas las cosas son creadas por medio de él y 
todas las cosas están destinadas a encontrar 
su realización en él. ¡Él es la Palabra a través 
de quien Dios crea y redime al universo y por 
quien Dios dirige todos los eventos de acuerdo 
a sus propósitos sabios y amorosos! Esta cer-
teza nos da una gran esperanza y consuelo en 
momentos de difi cultad, confusión y dolor. Los 
acontecimientos de nuestras vidas no son alea-
torias, sino gobernados y redimidos por Cristo 
a través de la voluntad salvífi ca y Providencia 
amorosa de Dios

Para nosotros, los creyentes, por lo tanto, 
la celebración del Año Nuevo es una ocasión 
de gran alegría y esperanza espiritual. Vemos 
cómo trabaja la mano de Dios y la Providencia 
amorosa para renovar sus bendiciones entre 
nosotros. San Pablo nos impulsa en la segunda 
lectura de hoy, diciendo: “ Alégrense siempre 
en el Señor.” ¡Esa alegría debe ser especial-
mente evidente en la actualidad, al celebrar el 
comienzo de un año nuevo! No creemos que el 
tiempo o la historia como un ciclo sin fi n de la 
repetición de acontecimientos sin sentido ni 
propósito o dirección. Dios tiene un plan para 
el mundo que él creó y redimió en Cristo. Dios 
tiene un plan para nuestras vidas, para la de 
cada uno de ustedes, y para la mía. Por lo tan-
to, como dice San Pablo: “ ¡No se inquieten por 
nada!”

¡En el Evangelio Jesús nos insta a no preocu-
parnos por el futuro! ¡Fíjense cómo Dios provee 
para todas las criaturas sobre la faz de la tie-
rra! Él cuida de toda la creación: los animales y 
las plantas. ¡Y cuánto más valioso somos a sus 

ojos? No sabemos 
lo que el mañana 
pueda traer, pero 
estamos llamados 
a vivir por fe y 
eso signifi ca vivir 
en la esperanza 
y la confi anza de 
la continua providencia amorosa de Dios y el 
cuidado de cada uno de nosotros hoy, mañana 
y todos los días.

No sé si es una costumbre con Tét, pero en 
la cultura americana el Año Nuevo es una 
ocasión para hacer nuevas resoluciones. Al 
comenzar este nuevo año tomemos la deter-
minación de volverse hacia Cristo y aprender 
de él. Vivamos en paz unos con otros, dejando 
ir todo el miedo y la desconfi anza. Hagamos 
el propósito de perdonarnos unos a otros de 
las heridas del pasado, así como Cristo nos 
ha perdonado. Hagamos el propósito de ser 
pacientes con las debilidades y defectos de 
los demás, como Cristo es paciente para con 
nosotros. ¡Alegrémonos en el Señor siempre! 
Si resolvemos a vivir de esta manera la paz de 
Cristo morará aquí en esta parroquia, y en sus 
hogares, y en sus corazones.

A medida que continuamos nuestra cele-
bración de la Eucaristía de esta mañana demos 
gracias a Dios por las bendiciones del año 
recién terminado. Con renovada esperanza y 
confi anza encomendemos el año que nos ocu-
pa a la amorosa Providencia de Dios. ¡Que el 
Señor les bendiga a ustedes y a todos sus seres 
queridos en el Año Nuevo!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Sea cual sea el calendario que usemos, 
todo el  tiempo pertenece a Cristo

Autoridad de predicación proviene de amar como Jesús hizo, dice el papa 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO — La autoridad de 
la enseñanza de Jesús parecía “nueva” para 
la gente de sus tiempos, no por su contenido, 
sino por el amor y respeto con que hablaba 
Jesús, dijo el papa Francisco. 

Jesús “quería que la gente se le acercara y 
le buscara y se conmovió cuando la vio como 
ovejas sin pastor”, dijo el papa el 14 de enero 
durante la homilía de su Misa temprano en la 
mañana. 

La lectura del Evangelio de ese día, descri-
biendo a Jesús predicando en la sinagoga de 
Cafarnaúm, dice que la gente estaba sorpren-
dida por la predicación de él, que para ellos 
era “una enseñanza nueva con autoridad”. 

La autoridad de Jesús venía del “poder de 
la santidad” y la novedad de su enseñanza 
provenía del hecho que él transmitía “el amor 
de Dios para cada uno de nosotros”, dijo el 
papa, según un resumen de Radio Vaticana. 

Jesús “se acerca a las personas para que 
ellas puedan acercarse a él; está cerca de los 
pecadores”, dijo el papa. Él perdonó al adúlte-
ro y “habló de teología con el samaritano, 
quien no era un angelito”. 

“Él busca los corazones de las personas y se 
acerca a los corazones heridos de las perso-
nas”, dijo el papa Francisco. El Señor tenía 
solamente dos intereses: “la persona y Dios”. 

El pueblo de Capernaum estaba acostum- 
brado a escuchar a los escribas predicar, dijo 
el papa. Ellos enseñaban y predicaban, pero 
pusieron tantos requisitos, tantas “cosas pe-
sadas sobre los hombros de ellos que la pobre 
gente no podía moverse”. 

Los escribas y fariseos básicamente “apo- 

rreaban al pueblo, ¿verdad?, ‘tienes que hacer 
esto y esto y esto’”, él dijo. “Mucha gente cree 
que la fe es así”. 

La primera lectura del día, del Primer Libro 
de Samuel, cuenta cómo el sacerdote Eli al 
principio menosprecia a Hannah, quien está 
llorando y rogándole a Dios que le dé un hijo. 

Eli “era un representante de la fe, un líder 
religioso, pero su corazón no estaba en el 
lugar correcto y le faltó el respeto a esta mu-
jer”, dijo el papa. “¿Cuántas veces el pueblo 
de Dios se siente rechazado por aquellos que 
deberían estar dando testimonio, por cristia-
nos, cristianos laicos, sacerdotes, obispos?”, 
preguntó el papa. 

Él habló también de los hijos de Elí, quienes 
eran “sacerdotes pero bandoleros” porque 
se enfocaban en el dinero y el poder. “Ellos 
explotaban al pueblo, con ganancias de sus 
limosnas y regalos”. 

“El Señor los castigó fuertemente”, él dijo, 
porque eran corruptos, lo que debería servir 
como una advertencia a los “laicos que son 
corruptos, a los sacerdotes corruptos, a los 
obispos corruptos que se aprovechan de sus 
situaciones y de los privilegios de la fe y de ser 
cristianos”. 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Papa Francisco besa a una niña en una silla de rue-
das durante su audiencia general en la plaza de San 
Pedro en el Vaticano el 15 de enero. (foto de CNS/Paul 
Haring)

Misa en Español 
Asociación Rother

La  primera misa en es-
pañol de la asociación del 
Padre Rother será el 27 de 
febrero a las 6:30 pm en 
la parroquia de San Eugenio, en Oklaho-
ma City. Esta misa es un momento para 
reunirnos y orar por la Causa de Cano- 
nización del Padre Rother. Los miembros 
de la asociación estarán en la misa para 
responder preguntas y hablar sobre el 
Padre Rother y la Asociación. Todos son 
bienvenidos, no tienen que ser miembros 
de la Asociación para poder asistir.
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Si Cristo fue tentado…Todos los seremos también
En mi vida me he dado cuenta de cómo en 

ocasiones debo hace un esfuerzo especial por 
no dejarme llevar de la rutina diaria y caer en 
el descuido.  Ejemplo seria el del nacimiento de 
mis hijas. 

Cuando nació la primera era sorprendente el 
cuidado que teníamos con todo lo que usába-
mos para la niña. Cuando le comenzaron a salir 
los dientes si uno de sus juguetes se caía al piso 
se hervía en agua antes de dárselo de nuevo.  
Ya para la tercera hija era distinto. Al caerse 
un juguete ya no se hervía, se sacudía y se lo 
devolvíamos a la criatura.

En mi propia vida, la manera en que cuidaba 
mis primeros libros ya no se ve miles de libros 
después. La manera en que cuidaba de mi peso 
y mi régimen de ejercicios nacidos de mi pasada 
vida militar es ahora solo un recuerdo. (Recuer-
do bastante lejano según mi fi gura actual.)

Lo mismo sucede en cuanto a la fe católica, 
sobre todo si se lleva tiempo sirviendo en la Igle-
sia. Tristemente muchos se descuidan pensan-
do que como están cerca de Cristo, y sirven en 
la Iglesia alejados de pecados grandecitos, ya no 
serán tentados.

Les tengo malas noticias… ¡Todos somos 
tentados! Incluso tentados en abandonar a la 
Iglesia de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, la Iglesia 
Católica, y sobre esta tentación quisiera hablar 
un poco. 

Las tentaciones son causadas por uno mismo 
o por el mundo, el demonio o la carne. Nuestras 
diversas personalidades también tienen mucho 
que ver con nuestras tentaciones y los poderes 
del mal, expertos en la psicología de las tenta-
ciones, saben esto muy bien y se adaptan a las 
características y forma de ser de cada persona 
para alejarlos de Cristo y su Iglesia. 

Dentro de la Iglesia muchos son tentados con 
alejarse de los caminos de Dios y la Iglesia y 
otros son tentados con supuestas ideas y teorías 
de buscar caminos alternos que supuestamente 
los llevarán más cerca de Dios y a mejores vi-
vencias de lo que, en su mente, la Iglesia de-
bería ser.  

La ilusión, impaciencia y arrogancia humana, 
disfrazada como amor, celo pastoral y humil-

dad, de aquellos con supuestos conocimientos 
avanzados, o supuestas luces espirituales, son 
herramientas seguras para, con las mejores 
intenciones, irse alejando de Dios y su Iglesia. 
Yo les aseguro que cuando Cristo camino sobre 
la tierra muchos lo miraron y dieron opiniones 
de su apariencia. 

Mirando al Cuerpo de Cristo algunos           
pudieron pensar que su nariz estaba muy 
grande mientras otros pensaron que podía 
perder peso. Unos, fi jándose en su estatura, 
pensarían que no le vendría mal crecer un poco 
y otros, escuchando su voz, podrían pensar que 
su voz fue excesivamente potente.

La moraleja es sencilla, somos humanos de 
diversas opiniones y puntos de vista que siem-
pre podríamos encontrar imperfecciones en el 
Cuerpo de Cristo. Es por esto que una tentación 
muy común para los que están cerca de Cristo y 

lo aman es el de ir en búsqueda de un supues-
to cuerpo de cristo, iglesia, mejor. Esto le pasa 
a obispos, sacerdotes, diáconos, religiosas y 
laicos, o sea, a todos. 

Sí, Cristo fue tentado con alejarse del cami-
no, de seguir otros rumbos con otros valores. 
Nosotros también seremos tentados con esto 
y cosas peores. Lo triste es que pocos se dan 
cuenta a tiempo del error de sus pasos aunque 
existan ejemplos de cómo se ha cometido el mis-
mo error en el pasado. En nombre de una idea 
equivocada de amor se han cometido, y come-
ten, grandes errores. 

Yo he pasado por esta tentación en el pasado 
y sé que muchos pasan por ella a diario. Pero… 
¿Por qué sigo perteneciendo a la Iglesia Cató- 
lica, Apostólica y Romana? Mi respuesta es la 
misma que ofreció un tal Joseph Ratzinger hace 
muchos años.  

Permanezco en la Iglesia porque creo que hoy 
como ayer, e independiente de nosotros, detrás 
de “nuestra Iglesia” existe “Su Iglesia” y que no 
puedo estar (más) cerca de Él si no es permane-
ciendo en Su Iglesia. 

Hermanos y hermanas, si alguna vez en tu 
caminar te llega la tentación de ir en búsqueda 
de otros caminos, supuestamente mejores pues 
todo se ve mejor en el patio del vecino, detente y 
dialoga sobre esta tentación con algunos sacer-
dotes o lideres bien formados. 

Muchos por caer en la rutina diaria, a pesar 
de su mucha oración, se han descuidado y han 
caído en la tentación de irse en búsqueda de 
supuestos mejores caminos. Muchos de ellos, 
arrepentidos de su decisión, han regresado. 
Otros, por no reconocer su error, se quedan. 
Otros, queriendo regresar, no vuelven a tener 
una oportunidad.  No olviden, si Cristo fue ten-
tado, todos los seremos también.

Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A. Moreno, O.P., 
MRE, Director de la Ofi cina de Ministerio Hispano 
de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City, es gradua-
do de la Pontifi cia Universidad Católica de Puerto 
Rico y fue profesor de teología en la Universi-
dad de Dallas. El Sr. Moreno es casado, tiene 
tres hijas y está disponible para actividades de 
formación en las parroquias de la Arquidiócesis. 
Para más información pueden contactar a la Sra. 
Edith Miranda emiranda@ archokc.org.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Iremos desarrollando y dando ex-

plicación, a una serie de frases; más 
bien, afi rmaciones toscas y frías, 
que poseen de suyo un manifi esto 
indiferentismo a lo religioso; a la fe; 
a la piedad y en concreto y sin temor 
a decirlo un claro anti catolicismo 
inmisericorde. Decíamos en días 
pasados, la afi rmación que sostiene 
que todas las iglesias son iguales, 
nos conduce eso a considerar  que 
hay una modorra para pensar y una 
falta de compromiso para responder 
a la fe cristiana con radicalidad. Es 
claro que no es lo mismo después de 
cometer un pecado, alzar los ojos al 
infi nito y pedir perdón a Dios; que 
acudir a un sacerdote para recibir  la 
gracia sacramental de la reconcilia- 
ción. Es muy fácil decir que todas 
las religiones son iguales, toda vez 
que si son iguales da lo mismo todo 
y si da lo mismo todo, ¿Cuál es el 
problema entonces, con los judíos, 
musulmanes, budistas, taoístas, 
zoroastristas, cristianos protestantes 
y cristianos católico; sin contar las 
religiones indígenas africanas, latino-
americanas, asiáticas y de Oceanía? 
No, defi nitivamente no todas las reli-
giones son iguales. Es defi nitivo que 
no es lo mismo adorar a la Pacha 
mama (deidad indígena- la tierra), 

que adorar a Dios judeocristiano. No, 
no es lo mismo creer en la Biblia que 
creer en los Vedas, los libros espir-
ituales de la India o en el Talmud 
judío o el Corán musulmán. El que 
afi rme pues, que todas las religiones 
son iguales, no sabe lo que está di- 
ciendo. Así entonces, siguiendo este 
orden de ideas se oye decir también 
cosas como estas “ Yo no voy a misa 
porque me aburre. Es que  la misa 
no me dice nada y es tediosa. Es que 
yo voy a misa cuando a mí me nace”. 
Como vemos, todas son manifesta-
ciones sentimentales. Y el cristian-
ismo no tiene nada que ver con eso. 
El cristianismo es más serio que 
esas sensiblerías. El cristianismo es 
cuestión de fe, de valores, de princip-
ios espirituales muy hondos. El ir a 
misa no depende de lo que yo sienta, 
depende de lo que signifi ca. Daré un 
ejemplo un poco doméstico y hasta 
simple, pero puede ayudar. Usted no 
va al dentista porque le aburre; no 
va al dentista porque le duela. Usted 
no va al dentista porque no le im-
portan sus dientes, no le interesa si 
le da una infección o se le dañan las 
encías o si queda mueco. El día que 
usted valore su dentadura (carta de 
presentación física y de aseo), ese día 
usted irá; así le duela, así le aburra, 

así le quede muy lejos 
el dentista. Usted 
irá porque sabe el 
precio de su sonrisa y 
salud oral. Así pues, 
cuando obramos 
por valores se obra 
correctamente, los 
valores son superio- 
res a los sentimien-
tos. No voy a misa, 
porque no me dice 
nada y es tediosa. 
Expliquemos: Si una persona está 
acostumbrada a escuchar narcoco- 
rridos de Los Rieleros; o a escuchar 
baladas porno del Chapo de Sinaloa, 
estoy completamente seguro que 
una sonata en fa mayor de Bach, 
no le va a sonar nada bien, lo va 
aburrir y sin dudarlo lo va a dormir. 
Es natural, una persona que no 
tiene cultura musical, una pieza de 
música clásica no representa ningún 
valor para el que no conoce; le queda 
imposible apreciar la hermosura de 
la composición. Pero si es claro, que 
por el hecho de no conocer la obra 
musical, esta no pierde su valor. 
No voy a misa porque me aburro. Y 
quien dice que la misa es para irnos 
a divertir. Una clase de matemáticas 
o de física cuántica es muy aburrida, 

pero no por eso no es importante 
y se han hecho muchas cosas con 
estas ciencias.  Voy a misa  por lo 
importante que es, por lo que sig-
nifi ca y vale y porque es una obli-
gación. Así como ir a la escuela, ir al 
odontólogo. No me gusta ir, pero voy 
porque es una obligación para mi 
vida de salud y mi vida de aprendiza-
je elemental. Valoro mi salud oral y 
valoro mi vida académica, pues no 
quiero quedarme “burro”. Lo mis-
mo la misa, no voy para divertirme 
o pasarla bien; voy porque es una 
obligación para mi vida espiritual, 
mi vida de fe. No vamos a trabajar 
a divertirnos, vamos porque es una 
obligación y responsabilidad, así no 
me guste. Hay muchas cosas que no 
nos gustan y tenemos que hacerlas. 
¿A quién le gusta hacerse una qui-
mioterapia? creo que a nadie, pero 
si tengo cáncer y con eso me voy a 
salvar, que me hagan todas las qui-
mioterapias que sean, está en juego 
mi vida, mi salvación. Pues bien, lo 
mismo la misa. Para terminar, la 
gente que afi rma tanta tontería para 
justifi car la no asistencia a misa; no 
sabe valorar su sentido, no conoce a 
Cristo Jesús que la instituyó y tiene 
poquísima  fe, para comprender su 
misterios sanador y salvador. 

Por Padre Raúl 
Sánchez
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone
Supporting Seminarian Education

   The Seminarian Burse Fund at the Catho-
lic Foundation continues to ensure fi nancial 
resources are available for seminarians of 
the Archdiocese. Last year, contributions of 
$265,000 did not cover the expenses of over 
$956,000 to support our seminarians during 
their formation. Income from the Fund helps 
to make up the difference. Your gift to any 
of the named Burses or the general Seminar-
ian Burse Fund at the Catholic Foundation 
will help to ensure we can educate an abun-
dance of seminarians for our Archdiocese in 
the future.  The Foundation’s mission is to 
continue to invest in the future of our faith. It 
takes your planned gift to ensure that future. 
Please give serious consideration to include 
the Catholic Foundation when making your 
estate plan.

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Are you listening? Did you 
hear Deacon Larry Sousa of 
Norman as he initiated the new 
local program, “Make Straight 
the Way” — an interview pro-
gram with Oklahoma Catholics 
who have made or are making 
a difference?  This program is 
on the air from 3:30 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. every Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

In case you weren’t aware, we 
offer several local programs by 
people you might know.  For 
example, at 7:00 a.m. and 11 
a.m. on Sundays, we broadcast 
the Mass from Saint Eugene’s 
in Oklahoma City. From 8 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. on Sundays, 
we play “Sounds of Sunday” 
(music of our faith). At noon 
on Sundays, Father Don Wolf 
presents his program, “Living 
Catholic.” In addition, Deacon 
Sousa and Fred Pope offer a 
calendar of upcoming events 
in the archdiocese at 3:25 p.m. 
every Monday through Friday 
following The Divine Mercy 
Chaplet at 3:00 pm. They also 
offer a preview of the upcom-
ing weekend Mass readings on 
“Good News Sunday,” which 
airs at 3:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday.

We have received many 
phone calls from people who 
stated that Catholic Radio had 
made a difference in their lives.  
For instance, Cindy called in 
and said she and her husband 
had been fans of KKNG – Clas-
sic Country and, since OCB 
switched to KKNG, they have 
been listening faithfully to us.  
Mary Beth called in to say she 
was a fallen-away Catholic who 
had returned to the Church 
after listening to Catholic 
Radio.  Cissy called and told 
us that she works with several 
Catholics and has been in-
spired by Deacon Larry Sousa 
and Catholic Radio programs. 
There were many other callers 

with inspirational comments 
and stories.    

We received our Construc-
tion Permit for a station in the 
Enid/Ringwood area and are 
looking for a site in that area 
to construct the tower.  Parish-
ioners of Saint Francis Xavier 
and Saint Gregory the Great-
er have shown tremendous 
support in the initial stages of 
seeking this permit.  The sta-
tion identifi cation letters will 
be KEUC.  Now we need the 
ongoing support from all of you 
to meet the expenses of con-
struction and initial set up and 
then the monthly costs.  

With the recent FCC permits 
awarded for LPFM transmis-
sions and the support of area 
Catholics, OCB will be reach-
ing more Oklahomans than 
ever!  The excitement can be 
felt in an ever-expanding circle.  
The parishioners in Elk City 
have been very supportive of 
Catholic Radio and special 
thanks go to Carla Damron for 
her persistence and hard work 
at getting the LPFM permit 
there.  

Our Spanish Programming is 
continuing to grow also as we 
recently added KZLI – 1570 am 
in Tulsa which will simulcast 
the KTLR Spanish programs 
from 1:00 p.m. until dark.  

The parishioners at Saint An-
drew Dung Lac have joined our 
“Army of Angels” in providing 
fi nancial support to Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting Network.

If you have not started lis-
tening to the broadcasts, do 
yourself a favor and turn it on.  
We believe you will love it!  To 
help support Catholic Radio in 
Oklahoma, send your donation 
to OCB, P.O. Box 1428, Guth-
rie, Okla. 73044. You may also 
donate online at okcatholic-
broadcasting.com or by calling 
(405) 255-7348.

Are you listening?
By Marlene Stapp

In celebration of those who made Catholic Charit ies’  past year of 
service possible,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley and the Board of Directors of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City Inc. cordially invite you to attend our Annual Mass & Meeting. Catholic Charities will present 
its Annual Service Awards for 2013 in the church at the conclusion of Mass. Following, please join us for the 
dedication of Sanctuary Women’s Development Center in Norman and reception.

Mass
Thursday,  February 20
4:00 p.m.
St .  Joseph Cathol ic  Church
421  E Acres  Street
Norman,  OK

Dedication of  Sanctuary Women’s  
Development Center
Following Mass and Awards Presentations
1100 N Porter  Ave
Norman,  OK

Please RSVP by February 14
(405)  526-2308 •  jmoon@cathol icchari t iesok .org

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  &

C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Obituaries
Father Lawrence T. Kowalski dies at 76

During his more than 40 years 
as a priest, Father Kowalski served 
many parishes throughout the 
archdiocese.

Reverend Lawrence T. Kowalski, 
76, entered into Eternal Life on 
Friday, Jan. 10, 2014, in Edmond, 
Okla.  One of three children of Hel-
en M. (Kulig) and Joseph Kowalski, 
Father Kowalski was born on July 
10, 1937, in West Hazleton, Penn.  
After graduating from Penn State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree 
in political science, Father Kowals-
ki enter St. Mary’s Seminary, Balti-
more, and later Conception Semi-
nary, Missouri. He was ordained a 
priest on Nov. 1, 1969.  During his 
more than 40 years as a priest, he 
served many parishes throughout 
the Archdiocese, including Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Lawton; St. 
Francis of Xavier Church, Enid; 
Sacred Heart Church, Alva; St. 
John the Baptist, Edmond; Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling; 
Holy Family Church, Lawton; St. 
Catherine Church, Pauls Valley; 

St. Peter Church, 
Lindsay; and St. 
Gregory the Great, 
Enid, where he 
served as pastor for 
many years prior to 
his retirement from 
active ministry in 
2011.   During his 
priesthood, Father 
also served as a 
Chaplain at Mount 
St. Mary High School, Oklahoma 
City, and at Central State Univer-
sity (UCO). 

Father Kowalski is survived by 
his sister Patricia Chandler and 
husband Joseph, Slatington, 
Penn., and his brother Ray Kow-
alski, Wallingford, Penn., many 
nieces and nephews and many 
loving friends. 

A Memorial Mass was celebrat-
ed on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2014, 
at St. Gregory the Great Catholic 
Church, Enid, Okla. Interment is 
at Transformation Cemetery, West 
Hazleton, Penn.

Fr. Lawrence T. 
Kowalski

Sister Irma Francis Godsil, OSF
Aston, Penn.—Sister Irma Fran-

cis Godsil, OSF, (92) died in Assisi 
House on Jan. 22. She had been 
a professed member of the Sisters 
of Saint Francis of Philadelphia for 
74 years. Sister Irma Francis was 
born in Boherbue, County Cork, 
Ireland, where she was a member of 
Saint Mary Parish. She entered the 
congregation in 1937 and professed 
her fi rst vows in 1940. She earned a 
B.S. in Education from Mount Saint 
Mary University in Emmitsburg, 
Md., in 1956.  Sister Irma Francis 
ministered primarily in elementary 
education and, after her retirement, 
in pastoral ministry. 

Sister Irma Fran-
cis ministered for 54 
years in the Archdi-
ocese of Baltimore.  
Sister Irma Francis 
also ministered in 
schools in the south 
and southwest. 
She taught in Saint 
Joseph Academy, 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 
(1962-1965).  Sister Irma is survived 
by nephews and cousins, and by her 
Franciscan family. Donations in her 
name can be made to the Sisters of 
Saint Francis Foundation, 609 S. 
Convent Road, Aston, PA 19014.

Sr. Irma Godsil

You’re Invited...
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9 Charismatic Healing Mass,  
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 
29th Street, Oklahoma City. For 
more information call the Church 
offi ce at (405) 685-4806.

11 Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/confl ict) will meet in the com-
munity room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Fr. M. Price 
Oswalt at (405) 567-3404.

12 Catholic War Veterans USA 
will meet at 7 p.m. in the Sun-
nylane Family Reception Center 
located at 3900 SE 29th St. in Del 
City. For more information con-
tact Ken at (405) 739-0036 or by 
e-mail at OklaPost168@cox .net.

13 Devotion to The Precious 
Blood Of Jesus. Thursdays 
9 p.m. -12:30 a.m. St. James 
Church 4201 S. McKinley, OKC. 
Loan at (405) 420-2527 (Bilin-
gual). 

14 Bingo at St. Joseph’s parish, 
Norman in the gym. Light sup-
per is served at 6:30 p.m. Games 
begin at 7 p.m. with a fi rst ses-
sion, followed by a second session 
around 8:30 p.m. Each 10 game 
packet is $5, includes one free 
Blackout game.

15 The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at St. 
John the Baptist Parish, Edmond, 
on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of 
each month beginning with Mass 
at 7:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  For 
more information contact Toni 
Harrelson, lmc at (405) 341-2199 
or lmcoklahoma@sbc global.net.

15 The community of the Secu-
lar Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. Tere-
sa of Jesus - Oklahoma Commu-
nity and Province of St. Therese, 
meets at Little Flower Church, 
OKC from 12 - 4:30 p.m.  For more 
information call Katherine Payne 
(405) 210-4826.

15 Friends of Bolivia Dinner  
All profi ts will benefi t the annual 
Friends of Bolivia medical mission. 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. 
in Ross Hall at St. Eugenes, 2400 
West Hefner Rd. Tickets are $8 
for adults and $5 for kids 6-12.  
Kids under 6 are free. For more 
information call Steve Chastain at 
470-2045.
 
16 How to win the Culture War. 
St. Gregory University, Catholic 
Culture Series presents: How to 
win the Culture War with Dr. Peter 
Kreeft. Feb 16 at 1:30 p.m. Cost is 
$10. For more info call (405) 878-
5352.

20 Catholic Charities Annual 
Mass and Meeting. Catholic Char-
ities will present its Annual Service 
Awards for 2013 in the church at 
the conclusion of Mass. Following, 
join us for the dedication of Sanc-
tuary Women’s Development Cen-
ter in Norman and reception. Mass 
will be at 4 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, 421 E Acres 
Street, Norman. RSVP by February 

14 (405) 526-2308  or by e-mail to 
jmoon@catholicc haritiesok.org

20 Theology on Tap! 7 p.m. 
dinner and 8 p.m. talk at Belle 
Isle Restaurant & Brewery – 50 
Penn Place, 1900 NW Expressway 
in Oklahoma City. This months 
Speaker: Fr. Bill Pruett, Pastor of 
St. James, on  Lent.

21 Fundraiser for St. Charles 
Borromeo Peace and Justice 
Committee. A live theater and an 
evening with friends at the Jew-
el Box Theatre, 3700 N. Walker 
for “The Lion in Winter,” 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 through the parish 
offi ce, 789-2595.

27 Spanish Rother Guild Mass. 
The fi rst ever Spanish Fr. Rother 
Guild Mass will be February 27 at 
6:30 p.m. at St. Eugene’s parish 
in Oklahoma City. This Mass is a 
time to come together and pray for 
the Cause of Canonization for Fr. 
Rother. All are welcome, you don’t 
have to be a member of the Guild 
to attend. 

Job Box
Elementary School Principal 
St. Mary’s School, a pre-K 

through twelve Catholic parish 
school in Lawton, Oklahoma, seeks a 
principal who will be a faith leader as 
well as an academic leader. A can-
didate must be a practicing Catholic 
and have a good knowledge and 
understanding of the Catholic faith. 
Candidate must hold a master’s 
degree in education administration 
or related fi eld, and a minimum of 
fi ve years educational experience. 
Candidate for principal must be 
willing to assume responsibility for 
the day-to-day administration of the 
school as well as assist in developing 
long-range goals for the school.  An 
application may be obtained from Of-

fi ce of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City 73123, or call 
(405) 721-4202.

Part-time Title I teachers 
Catapult Learning is seeking a 

part-time Oklahoma certifi ed teach-
er to provide reading and/or math 
instruction in small group settings in 
Oklahoma City, OK. Applicants must 
meet the highly qualifi ed require-
ments as described by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education. For 
full description go to www.sooner-
catholic.org/jobs-box.

Part-Time Cafeteria Help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria is 

now accepting applications for a part 

time position. Hours are Monday 
through Friday 7:30am to 1:30 pm. 
Please call Laura Scott or send email 
if interested. (405) 842-6656 LScott@
bmchs.org 

St Gregory’s University has job 
openings for: 

Associate Professor of Psychology 
and Program Chair

Men’s Lacrosse Coach
Assistant Professor of Psychology 

and Art Therapy
Head Swimming and Diving Coach
Assistant Professor of Theatre and 

Director of the St. Gregory’s Theatre
Assistant Professor of Psychology
Assistant Professor of Theatre De-

sign and Technical Theatre

Assistant Professor of Political 
Science

Life Science/ Biology Education 
Assistant Professor

Reference/Circulation Librarian
To learn more go to www.sooner-

catholic.org/jobs-box

For a full calendar and 
up-to-date jobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...

This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Olympics underscore need to promote dignity of persons, 
importance of community

On Feb. 7, opening ceremonies for the 22nd 
Winter Olympics took place in Sochi, Russia.  
The United States sent a team of 230 athletes 
to compete, the largest delegation of athletes 
from any single country in the history of the 
Winter Olympics. With 88 nations partici-
pating, the Olympics are a time for nations 
to come together, bring peace and celebrate 
top athletes while experiencing new cultures. 
Although nations might not agree on interna-
tional policies or politics, the Olympics are a 
time for divided countries to walk side by side 
in healthy competition. 

This year, however, the Olympics are about 
400 miles from Russia’s volatile North Cauca-
sus region. Last month in Volgograd, located in 
the North Caucasus region, an Islamic militant 
group claimed responsibility for back-to-back 
suicide bombings killing 34 people. The same 
group posted a video warning Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin of further attacks and 
threatening to strike the Sochi Games. 

The U.S. Department of State warned Amer-
icans traveling to the Sochi Games that this 
Olympics may be an “attractive target” for 
terrorists.  The State department also issued 
a warning to U.S. athletes participating in the 
games to be extra cautious outside the 1,500 

mile “Ring of Steel” security perimeter estab-
lished by Russian security forces. This includes 
not wearing apparel with team colors too prom-
inently. 

“The U.S. Department of State has advised 
that wearing conspicuous Team USA clothing 
in non-accredited areas may put your personal 
safety at greater risk.”

Mike Smith, NHL hockey player on the Ca-
nadian National Team, told Fox Sports the risk 
was too great for his family to come support 
him at the games, “They’re not gonna go. It’s 
not worth it. For myself, it’s about thinking if 
my wife is OK when I’m not with her. It’s unfor-
tunate, but it’s just the way it is.”

Ancient Greeks fashioned an “Olympic Truce” 
to create a safe and tolerant environment for 
the Games. To this day, an offi cial goal of the 
Olympics, according to the Olympic Charter, is, 
“promoting a peaceful society concerned with 

the preservation of human dignity.”
Pope Francis echoes this need to promote 

peace throughout the nations. On Sept. 1, the 
Holy Father spoke to pilgrims in Saint Peter’s 
square and exclaimed, “Humanity needs to see 
gestures of peace and to hear words of hope 
and peace. We want a peaceful world; we want 
to be men and women of peace.”

This peace starts with the respect of each 
person and the regard for their human dignity.  
In the encyclical “Pacem in Terris” on estab-
lishing universal peace in truth, justice, charity 
and liberty, Pope John XXIII stated that man’s 
common interest makes worldwide community 
of nations a necessity. The universal common 
good starts with individual States promoting 
the dignity of a person. 

“The public authority of the world community 
must likewise have as its special aim the rec-
ognition, respect, safeguarding and promotion 
of the rights of the human person,” Pope John 
XXIII wrote.

Peace among nations is always tenuous. As 
we tune in to the Olympics, we should pray 
that it be a channel of peace rather than dis-
cord and confl ict. 

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a freelance writ-
er with a background in development, sales, 
fashion and new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda 
For the Sooner Catholic

Parents, educators, broader community transmit Catholic identity to the young

As Catholics, we believe that our 
faith is a lifelong journey, moving 
in fi ts and starts toward God. We 
understand the importance of liv-
ing a life not for ourselves, but for 
God and neighbor. We cling to the 
sacraments, Scripture, tradition 
and a commitment to community 
for nourishment. How do we pass 
that on to the next generation? 

Although parents have the 
primary responsibility to educate 
their children, those in the wider 
community, too, are called to cre-
ate an environment to enrich this 
spiritual growth. Catholic schools 
provide a powerful avenue. 

Speaking to a group of students 
and educators last summer, Pope 
Francis said,  “School broadens not 
only your intellectual dimension, 
but also the human one.”  The 
Holy Father continued, “School can 
and should function as a catalyst, 
being a place of encounter and 
convergence of the entire educa-
tional community with the single 
objective of shaping and helping 
[the students] to grow as mature, 
simple, honest and competent 
persons who know how to love 
faithfully, who know how to live 
their lives as a response to God’s 
call and their future professions as 
a service to society.” 

Catholic schools strive to accom-
pany their work of education with 
the proclamation of the Gospel. 
Harry Kocurek, Ph.D., pastoral 
associate at Saint John the Baptist 
in Edmond, explains that Catholic 
education incorporates the whole 
student: spiritual, mental and 
physical.  

“We reinforce Catholic family 
values in conjunction with the 
family,” says Kocurek. “All of our 

classrooms have prayer centers; 
we stress the importance of com-
munity, provide reconciliation and 
create service opportunities for 
the whole family. We are able to 
discuss secular issues that affect 
church doctrine, all while being 
surrounded by prayer. That’s what 
sets us apart.” 

Along with infusing everything 
taught in schools with faith, it is 
also important to encourage those 
infl uential to students to remain 
actively growing in their own faith. 
Cris Carter, Ph.D., superintendent 
of Catholic schools, emphasizes 
the importance of teachers under-
standing that everything they do – 
in word and action – should mirror 
God’s love. 

“To accomplish this end, teach-
ers, administrators and parents 
have to always be willing to seek 
opportunities to grow in their own 
faith and understanding,” she said. 
“We cannot offer what we do not 
have, and so we must be open to 
seeking God’s presence through 
prayer, divine liturgy, sharing and 
study.” 

Janis Mollman, a mom who was 
actively involved in youth ministry 
at Saint James and with Mount 
Saint Mary’s where her four chil-
dren attended high school, sent 

her children to Catholic schools in 
order to reinforce the Catholic faith 
taught at home. Mollman stressed 
the importance of starting the 
teaching in the home by setting an 
example. The Catholic education 
should complement the family’s 
teaching. By having prayer in fami-
ly gatherings and incorporating her 
faith into all activities, Mollman 
and her husband helped form a 
Catholic identity in their children. 

“We pray and go to Mass as a 
family,” she said. “And our faith is 
a part of every aspect of our lives. 
If it’s cleaning and doing chores, 
we offer it up as a sacrifi ce. We 
helped prepare meals and did com-
munity service.”

Although it’s not always pos-
sible or best for every child and 
every family to attend Catholic 
schools, parents can still have an 
active involvement in their child’s 
religious formation. Not only are 
religious education classes prev-
alent throughout the diocese, but 
Kocurek noted that parents are 
encouraged to attend classes with 
students. 

“Parents are the primary educa-
tor,” he explained. “We have sac-
ramental prep classes for parents 
and make time to educate the par-
ents along with the kids.” Kocurek 

explained that faith is both caught 
and taught. The teaching takes 
place in the classroom, but it’s 
by students watching their family 
practice the faith and learning as a 
way of life – and not as an add-on 
– that kids truly learn the impor-
tance of their faith.  

Pat Koenig, director of religious 
education for the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, stressed the 
responsibility of the community to 
support and affi rm Catholic com-
munity-building. “It is the respon-
sibility and privilege of the Catholic 
community to partner with the 
parents of children in the parish to 
bring them up in the faith and cre-
ate an environment in which young 
people can grow in faith. Every 
child should be provided the neces-
sary formation and support to live 
their life faithfully throughout their 
childhood and into adult life.”

Mollman echoed her sentiment, 
“You’re a part of a family; you’re 
not just a person who goes to Mass 
and then leaves. You’re a part of a 
parish community and you have 
to be involved in the community 
in order to feel like you’re a part of 
the family.” 

“Be present,” Mollman added. 
“Find some way to get involved. Be 
active in supporting your child.”

Pope Francis reminds us, “ed-
ucating isn’t a profession but an 
attitude, a way of being. In order to 
educate you must go out of your-
selves and be amidst the young, 
accompanying them in the stages 
of their growth, standing beside 
them.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas. 

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

It takes prayer ... (CNS photo)


