
The Easter Vigil is the “Mother 
of All Vigils” Easter Sunday, then, 
is the greatest of all Sundays, and 
Easter Time is the most important 
of all liturgical times. Easter is the 
celebration of the Lord’s resurrec-
tion from the dead, culminating in 
his Ascension to the Father and 
sending of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church.

There are 50 days of Easter from 
the fi rst Sunday to Pentecost. It is 
characterized, above all, by the joy 
of glorifi ed life and the victory over 
death, expressed most fully in the 
great resounding cry of the Chris-
tian: Alleluia! All faith fl ows from 
faith in the resurrection: “If Christ 
has not been raised, then empty is 
our preaching; empty, too, is your 
faith” (1 Cor 15:14).

The octave of Easter comprises 
the eight days that stretch from the 
fi rst to the second Sunday. It is a 
way of prolonging the joy of the ini-
tial day. In a sense, every day of the 
Octave is like a little Sunday.

The word “Easter” comes from 
Old English, meaning simply the 
“East.” The sun that rises in the 
East, bringing light, warmth and 
hope, is a symbol for the Christian 
of the rising Christ, who is the true 
Light of the world. The Paschal 
Candle is a central symbol of this 
divine light, which is Christ. It is 
kept near the ambo throughout 
Easter Time, and lit for all liturgical 
celebrations.  
Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday, also known as 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our 
Lord, celebrates the triumphal 
entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem 
on a donkey with people cutting 
off branches of palm trees and 

strewing them in 
his path, shout-
ing “Hosanna to 
the son of Da-
vid. Blessed is 
he that comes 
in the name of 
the Lord,” there-
by fulfi lling the 
Old Testament 
prophecy: “Re-
joice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! 
Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jeru-
salem! Lo, your 
king comes to 
you; triumphant 
and victorious is 
he, humble and 
riding on an ass, 
on a colt the foal 
of an ass” (Zecha-
riah 9:9).

New Testament accounts of 
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem are 
in Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, 
Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:12-15.

Palms are a symbol of rejoicing in 
Jewish tradition. In other parts of 
the world where palms are diffi cult 
to obtain, other branches are used. 
On Palm Sunday they are distrib-
uted to the congregation, and the 
members of the congregation carry-
ing palms go in procession into the 
church for Mass. The passion of 
Christ is read aloud with the priest 
in the speaking role of Christ.  The 
congregation speaks the role of the 
crowd in the gospel, all the while 
standing. 
Chrism Mass

At the cathedral the bishop bless-
es the chrism, which is the per-
fumed oil that is used for anointing 
the sick and the catechumens who 
will enter the Church at the Eas-
ter Vigil.  A reference to anointing 
with oil is found in Mark 6:13. The 
apostles were told by Christ to go 

out into the world.
“And they cast out many demons, 

and anointed with oil many that 
were sick and healed them.” 

Chrism also is used for consecra-
tion in baptism, confi rmation and 
holy orders. 
Holy Thursday

Holy Thursday is the fi rst day of 
the three days of the Easter Trid-
uum followed by Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday, which includes 
the Easter Vigil. Many things take 
place on Holy Thursday, including 
especially and emphatically the 
celebration of the institution of the 
Holy Eucharist. 

Holy Thursday is also known 
as Maundy Thursday. The term 
maundy, derived from the Latin 
“mandatum,” pertains to mandat-
ing a new commandment of Jesus 
to his disciples that they love one 
another as he loves them (John 
13:31-35). In a sign of humility, 
Christ washed their feet (John 
13:1-17). This is why the Church 

has the washing 
of the feet on Holy 
Thursday. “By 
this all men will 
know that you 
are my disciples, 
if you have love 
for one another” 
(John 13:35). 
Good Friday

On Good Friday, 
clergy who cele-
brate the Extraor-
dinary Form wear 
black vestments, 
and those who 
celebrate the No-
vus Ordo wear red 
to refl ect Christ’s 
holy passion. 
The altar is bare 

and statues covered. The Mass is 
called the Mass of the pre-sanc-
tifi ed because the hosts for Com-
munion were consecrated on Holy 
Thursday. The gift of the Eucharist 
comes from the Last Supper as 
detailed in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
There also is adoration of the Holy 
Cross.
Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil Mass takes place 
Holy Saturday evening or before 
sunrise on Easter Sunday.  

The Paschal candle is lit from a 
fi re outside the church. The candle 
is then used to light candles held 
by the congregation gathered out-
side. The priest leads the congrega-
tion into a darkened church, stop-
ping three times to chant “Light of 
Christ.” The congregation responds 
“Thanks be to God.”  

This is followed by the Liturgy of 
the Word, a series of readings from 
the Old Testament, after which the 
darkened church is illuminated, 
and Gloria in Excelsis Deo, mean-
ing Glory to God in the Highest 
from Luke 2:14, is sung. Catechu-
mens are received into the Church 
and receive Holy Communion for 
the fi rst time.
Easter

Easter is the most important 
day of all days for it is the day that 
Christ rose from the dead, and the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
glossary states: “Easter: The great-
est and oldest Christian feast, 
which celebrates Christ’s Resur-
rection from the dead. Easter is the 
‘feasts of feasts,’ the solemnity of 
solemnities, the ‘Great Sunday.’”

To fi nd a parish map, go online 
to www.archokc.org and click on 
Directory.
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Holy Week, Easter

Sorrowful Passion to Easter joy
By Ted King

For the Sooner Catholic

The third station, Jesus falls the fi rst time, the fourth station, Jesus 
meets his mother, and the eighth station, Jesus meets the women of 
Jerusalem, exhibited at the DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun in Tucson, 
Arizona. CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

The Safe Environment 
annual facilitator training 
will cover “The Grooming 
Process: Recognizing and 
Responding.” The event will 
be April 21 from 9:30 a.m. 
to Noon at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. To register, 
contact Sr. Catherine Pow-
ers at (405) 709-2750.

Family expert Dr. Ray 
Guarendi will present “Back 
to the Family” April 15 at 
7:30 p.m. at Saint Greg-
ory’s. The event is free, 
seating is limited. For res-
ervations, contact the FIDE 
Offi ce at (405) 878-5352, 
fi de@stgregorys.edu.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
March 17-21 – Travel to Rome for Ordination of Most Reverend Peter B. Wells, as Apostolic Nuncio in South    
                        Africa and Botswana, and Titular Archbishop of Marcianopolis
March 22 – Priests afternoon of refl ection, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
March 22 – Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
March 23 – Catholic Charities board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offi ces
March 24 – Holy Thursday Liturgy, 7 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
March 25 – Good Friday Liturgy, 7 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
March 26 – Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
March 29 – Saint Ann Retirement Center board meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel at CPC
March 30 – School Mass and classroom visits, 1 p.m., Rosary School, OKC
March 31 – Catholic Advocacy Day, 8 a.m., Oklahoma State Capitol
April 2 – Confi rmation, 5:30 p.m., Saint John the Baptist, Edmond
April 3 – Confi rmation, 11 a.m., Saint Philip Neri, Midwest City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On the First Sunday of Lent we heard that imme-
diately after his baptism, “Jesus was led by the Holy 
Spirit into the desert” (Lk.4:1). For 40 days Jesus 
fasted, prayed and was tempted by the devil. Why 
was Jesus baptized in the fi rst place?  

The baptism administered by John the Baptist was 
an act of repentance that began with a personal con-
fession of sins (Mk.1:5). Those who went down to the 
Jordan to be baptized by John humbled themselves. 
Their action was accompanied by heartfelt prayer for 
pardon. 

Imagine the scene: crowds of the “unwashed” gath-
ering at the Jordan River to confess their sins. How 
shocking it was (even to John) to see Jesus joining 
the ranks of these sinful men and women! Would 
seeing Jesus awaiting his turn among 
the ranks of sinners at the Jordan be 
any less shocking than it would be to 
see him in the confessional line in any 
Catholic church on a Saturday after-
noon? 

Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan shows 
us how completely he identifi es him-
self with us sinners. Jesus, the in-
nocent Lamb of God, went down into 
the Jordan to be baptized as an act of 
solidarity with sinful humanity. His 
baptism is a revelation of the Father’s 
mercy! He takes the sins of the world 
(including mine and yours) upon himself. As his 
public life unfolds and leads ultimately to his passion 
and death, he bears our sins and nails them to the 
cross. Such is the amazing mercy of God!

When Jesus was criticized for his association with 
sinners, he replied, “Those who are well do not need 
a physician, but the sick do. I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners” (Mk.2:17). Failing to confess 
our sins, we exclude ourselves from the company 
of Jesus, who was known as the “friend of sinners” 

(Lk.7:34). 
If Jesus does not hes-

itate to identify himself 
with sinful humanity, 
why would we be so 
hesitant to do so? It is 
only in the acknowl-
edgement of our sins 
that we encounter the 
mercy of God. In order 
for us to participate in the great Jubilee of Mercy, we 
have to take our place in the ranks of sinful human-
ity!

Our Lenten disciplines are incomplete if they do not 
lead us to repentance and the confes-
sion of our sins in the Sacrament of 
Penance. Lasting change in our lives 
begins with an encounter with Jesus, 
the visible face of the Father’s mercy. 
That encounter invites us to examine 
our lives through the lens of the mer-
cy that we have received, and make 
the changes that will help us follow 
Jesus more closely. 

In the waning days of Lent and as 
we approach Easter, I suggest we 
examine our appreciation of this sac-
rament. The Sacrament of Penance is 
one of the means Jesus has entrusted 

to his Church to heal, to reconcile and help us grow 
in holiness. 

How well do we make use of this precious gift? The 
Sacrament of Penance is not just for Lent and Ad-
vent. It ought to be a regular, even monthly, practice 
as a powerful aid in our struggle to overcome sin and 
to live as disciples of Jesus. There is plenty of room 
in the confessional line for each of us. Jesus is saving 
us a place.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The sacrament of mercy



The prayer the Missionaries of 
Charity in Yemen prayed every 
morning:

Lord, teach me to be generous. 
Teach me to serve you as you 

deserve; to give and not to count 
the cost, to fi ght and not to heed 
the wounds, to toil and not to 
seek for rest, to labor and not to 
ask for reward.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“It is only in the 
acknowledgement 
of our sins that 
we encounter the 
mercy of God.”

Print or download a free two-
page “Guide to Confession” at 
www.archokc.org.

Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated each year on the 
Second Sunday of Easter. This designation was estab-
lished by Saint John Paul II in the jubilee year 2000 on 
the canonization of Saint Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun 
who had visions of Jesus as the Divine Mercy. On this day, 
the Church remembers and celebrates that Jesus is the 
fulfi llment of God’s love for the world.

There are many people who have a special devotion to 
the Divine Mercy, following in the practice begun by Saint 
Faustina. There are numerous websites related to the 
Divine Mercy, and there are national and international 
conferences held in conjunction with this feast. There is a 
Divine Mercy chaplet, which is prayed like the rosary, and 
a Divine Mercy novena, which is prayed for the nine days 
prior to the feast.

Saint Faustina’s visions and the feast serve the purpose 
of focusing our attention on this fact and encouraging us 
to remember God’s great love for us.

 

Divine Mercy adoration
On April 3, St. John the Baptist 

in Edmond will show a fi lm on 
Divine Mercy at 2 p.m., and hold 
a 3 p.m. solemn Eucharistic Holy 
Hour followed by refreshments.

The faithful can receive a plena-
ry indulgence under these condi-
tions:

Celebrate the Feast on the fi rst 
Sunday after Easter;

Sincerely repent of all sins;
Place complete trust in Jesus;
Go to Confession;
Receive Holy Communion on the 

day of the Feast;
Venerate the Image of the Divine 

Mercy;
Be merciful to others.

Divine Mercy Sunday
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USCCB honors ‘Martyrs of Charity’
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ Administrative Committee 
issued a statement March 8, honoring the work 
and the lives of the four religious sisters of the 
Missionaries of Charity, who along with 12 oth-
er people were murdered in Yemen, March 4. 

 The committee also renewed its call for an 
increase in the international response to vio-
lence in the Middle East. 

 “Caring for the aging and dying is an act 
of love and mercy. Giving totally of oneself to 
serve the most vulnerable of our brothers and 
sisters is an act of courageous faith. Thus, it is 
always a great sorrow when such acts of mercy 
lead to martyrdom. On March 4, four sisters 
from the Missionaries of Charity, along with 12 
people for whom they cared, were murdered in 
Yemen. Acknowledging they ‘gave their blood 
for the Church,’ Pope Francis described these 
sisters as ‘martyrs of charity.’

 In the words of the Holy Father, they were 
‘victims not only of those who have murdered 
them, but also of the globalization of indiffer-
ence.’ As the administrative committee of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops convenes 

this week in Washington, D.C., we pause to 
make our own the words and prayer of Pope 
Francis. We invite the faithful and all people 
of good will to join in solidarity with people of 
faith – all faiths – who see their lives threat-
ened by evil, indifference, hatred and terrorism.

 We renew our call for an increased inter-
national response. Addressing the full body 
of bishops in November, USCCB President 
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz described the atroc-
ities faced by Christians in the Middle East as 
‘nothing short of genocide.’ The U.S. Depart-
ment of State is considering an offi cial fi nding 
of probable cause that genocide is occurring 
against Christians, Yazidis and other reli-
gious minorities. It would be an important 
step toward a declaration of genocide. That 
declaration would be a life-saving aid in the 
defense of those facing the extremists’ violence. 
The Christian community along with others is 
working to help gather the necessary evidence 
to urge State Department action.

 Wherever people of good will, of any faith, 
face death because they reject violence and 
extremism, we must be their witness. We give 

particular thanks to God for the ‘martyrs of 
charity.’ Through their sacrifi ce, they were 
transformed into signs of Christ’s victory over 
sin, violence and death.”

Martyrs of Charity Sr. Anselm, Sr. Reginette, Sr. 
Marguerite and Sr. Judith.

The Catholic Difference

Ukraine’s Greek Catholic heroes
Ever since then Maidan revolution 

of dignity erupted in Kyiv in Novem-
ber 2013, Russian propaganda has 
been pumped into the world in a 
steady stream of bilge reminiscent 
of what spewed out of Germany in 
the 1930s. 

That propaganda has come 
through governmental and putative-
ly independent channels, through 
senior Kremlin offi cials, TV outlets 
like “Russia Today,” and Russian 
Internet trolls. Most unfortunately, 
it has come from senior offi cials of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, who 
have too often misrepresented what 
the Kremlin is up to in Ukraine 
while slandering Ukraine’s Greek 
Catholic leaders with false accusa-
tions of Russophobia. 

This mendacity is bad enough in 
itself. Its distortion of international 
public life is intensifi ed, however, 
when ignorant, naïve or duplicitous 
western reporters and commenta-
tors take these lies at face value and 
repeat them in their own work.

One outrageous example of this 
unhappy phenomenon appeared in 
a recent issue of the “Tablet,” the 
London-based Catholic weekly that 
reaches a global audience. There, 
in an otherwise insightful article, 
writer Jonathan Luxmoore recy-
cled Russian Orthodox Metropol-
itan Hilarion’s demonstrably false 
charge that Greek Catholic leaders 
in Ukraine has “used openly Rus-
sophobic rhetoric,” thus making it 
harder to heal historical wounds. 

Then, Mr. Luxmoore proceeded to 
make matters worse:

“The Moscow Patriarchate has a 
point. The Greek Catholic Church’s 
youthful, inexperienced leaders 
undoubtedly helped stoke the 2013-
2014 uprising against Ukraine’s 
pro-Russian president Viktor Yanu-
kovych, with one bishop in partic-
ular, the U.S.-born Borys Gudziak, 
coming close to inciting confl ict. 

None of this can justify Russia’s 
land-grab in Crimea and backing 

for the breakaway republics of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. But, it may 
help to explain why Pope Francis 
has held back in his statements on 
the confl ict, much to the frustration 
of Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk 
of Kiev-Halych, the Greek Catholic 
Church’s 45-year-old leader.”

Rarely has so much disinforma-
tion been packed into four sentenc-
es.

It is libelous to suggest that Bish-
op Gudziak “incited confl ict,” when 
the truth of the matter is that he, 
and other Greek Catholic Church 
leaders, risked their lives to sustain 
nonviolent resistance and main-
tain calm on the Maidan, amidst 
an assault by murderous internal 
security forces who killed more than 
100 innocent, nonviolent democrat-
ic activists. 

Ukraine’s Greek Catholic leaders 
did not “stoke … an uprising” in 
Ukraine; they supported their peo-
ple in the people’s insistence that 
the promise of Ukraine’s democratic 
future within Europe be redeemed, 
when it was being betrayed by a 
corrupt, kleptocratic government 
under pressure from Vladimir Putin. 

As for the alleged “youthful 
inexperience” of Ukraine’s Greek 

Catholic leadership, the retired 
leader of the Ukrainian Greek Cath-
olic Church, 80-year-old Cardinal 
Lubomyr Husar, was present on the 
Maiden, supporting his younger col-
leagues – and as the most respected 
man in the country, Cardinal Husar 
helped give the Maidan revolution of 
dignity its striking moral depth. 

Cardinal Husar, Major-Archbish-
op Shevchuk, and Bishop Gudziak 

are friends of mine, so some may 
consider me a suspect witness. But, 
I know these men well, and the 
suggestion that Major-Archbish-
op Shevchuk and Bishop Gudziak 
are callow, inexperienced naïfs is 
literally incredible to anyone famil-
iar with the heroic roles they have 
played over the past two and a half 
years, under extraordinarily diffi cult 
circumstances.

They have acted as bishops ought 
to act, and as Pope Francis has 
asked bishops to act, most recently 
in Mexico: standing with the fl ock 
as true shepherds, risking their own 
lives in the process. Their witness 
undoubtedly inspired many conver-
sions on the Maidan; their service 
since then continues to do so; they 
are true heroes of the faith, as is 
their inspiration, Lubomyr Husar.

 Misrepresenting the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic leadership in such a 
manifestly false way invites the con-
cern that the author of these cal-
umnies has made himself into a tool 
of propagandists – unwittingly, one 
hopes. That the editors who han-
dled his material saw fi t to pass it 
through invites the further concern 
that an important Catholic publica-
tion has lost its critical edge. 

The hoped-for rapprochement 
between Catholicism and Russian 
Orthodoxy is not advanced when 
Catholic publications swallow and 
then regurgitate toxic falsehoods 
emanating from Russian Orthodox 
leaders, who are themselves recy-
cling lies from the masters of Krem-
lin propaganda. The unity we seek 
can only be unity in truth. 

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center

Pope Francis receives an original copy of the Ukrainian icon of Our Lady the Door 
of Mercy from Bishop Ken Nowakowski of New Westminster, British Columbia, and 
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, major archbishop of Kiev-Halych, Ukraine. CNS 
photo/courtesy Bishop Ken Nowakowski.



As we gathered at my parents’ 
house, united in our grief, friends 
of my grandfather came and went. 
Unable to capture their condo-
lences with words, they brought 
us food – warmed soup, cheesy 
chicken casserole, rich Moroccan 
chicken and soothing chocolate. 
After the funeral, my grandfather’s 
fellow Saint Joseph parishioners 
prepared the parish hall with table 
clothes, silverware and lunch for 
all attendees. When thanked, one 
woman simply responded, “Of 
course. The grandfather of 
the universe was buried 
today.”

In their quiet work, the 
parishioners of Saint 
Joseph showed us God’s 
mercy. Their partici-
pation in the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works 
of Mercy extended to 
us: we were the affl ict-
ed who were comforted 
and the hungry who were 
fed. It was our grandfather, 
Abba, who they prayed for and 
helped bury. We received God’s 
compassion through these simple 
gestures.

Refl ecting on mercy this year, 
I contemplate how these unde-
manding, straightforward actions 
were able to effectively commu-
nicate God’s love, mercy and 
compassion in a time of immense 
sorrow.

It spurs me to do the same; to 
spread God’s compassion through 
my actions to those in need, using 
the works of mercy as a guide. 

But, how can I do as Jesus in-
structs his followers in Matthew 
25 while still attending the normal 
duties in life? When do I have time 
to feed the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, clothe the naked, shel-
ter the homeless, visit the sick, 
visit the imprisoned and bury the 
dead? 

Refl ecting on how to incorporate 
the Corporal Works of Mercy into 
my life requires thinking about my 
state in life, accepting the limits of 

my daily obligations as well as 
the freedoms they offer. With 
a baby and toddler in tow, 
I am not able to spend 
afternoons at the soup 
kitchen, but I do make 
dinner most nights. I can 
make a little bit more for 
a parish funeral, a fam-
ily welcoming a baby or 
someone who is sick.

In ordering my house, 
I can pass along extra 

clothes and toys to Birth 
Choice or directly to a fami-

ly in need. On my weekly grocery 
trip, I can sacrifi ce some unnec-
essary treat to stay under budget 
and give the extra to someone in 
need.

Other people, with different 
demands on their resources, in-
corporate the works of mercy into 
their life in other ways. My dad, 
a professor with grown children, 
spends many Saturday afternoons 
volunteering with Saint Vincent de 
Paul and his yearly spring break 
with students at an orphanage in 
Uganda. In college, a good friend 

used her free time volunteering 
with Catholic Charities’ refugee 
resettlement program; now, as a 
married woman who doesn’t yet 
have children, she works for Do-
minican volunteers in Chicago. 

A family I know with older chil-
dren carves out time from school, 
sports and piano to volunteer at 
a local soup kitchen or attend the 
parish work day. We all can give 
part of our monthly tithe to the 
arms of the church engaged in 
sheltering the homeless at places 
like Rose Home and Catholic Char-
ities Refugee Resettlement pro-
gram; or feeding the hungry with 
programs like Sister BJ’s pantry 
and the Oscar Romero Catholic 
Worker House.

Engaging in and otherwise 
supporting the works of mercy, 
as Christ makes clear in the last 
judgment parable, are essential 
aspects of being Christian. In 
doing so, we are serving Christ 
himself as he makes clear, “what-
ever you did for the least of these, 
you did it to me.”

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is 
a freelance writer and columnist for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Catholics and acceptable uses of contraceptives
Contraceptives include drugs 

and devices like condoms, the Pill 
and spermicides. It might come 
as a surprise to some to learn 
that the Catholic Church does not 
always oppose the “use of contra-
ceptives.” 

A couple of trivial examples 
can help explain this point. The 
Church would not oppose the use 
of a contraceptive spermicidal gel 
to lubricate the axle of a bicycle 
tire to improve its rotation, nor 
would it specifi cally oppose the 
use of infl ated condoms as party 
balloons. The particular context is 
important. More serious examples 
of acceptable contexts and uses 
for contraceptives would include 
using the Pill medically to treat 
serious gynecological problems, or 
using the Pill to block the release 
of an egg from a woman’s ovary in 
a situation of rape to protect her 
from becoming pregnant from the 
attack. Contrary to popular con-
fusion, as we can see, the Church 
does not always oppose the “use of 
contraceptives.”

What the Church does always 
oppose, however, are acts of con-
traception. An act of contraception 
is a very particular type of disor-
dered human action that involves 
the decision freely to engage in 
marital intercourse, while pursu-
ing countermeasures in anticipa-
tion of, contemporaneously with, 
or after the completion of the sexu-
al act, to try intentionally to block 
it from achieving its proper fi nali-
ty, namely, the engendering of new 

human life. 
These countermeasures can in-

clude, to borrow the words of Pope 
Paul VI, “any action that either 
before, at the moment of, or after 
sexual intercourse, is specifi cally 
intended to prevent procreation – 
whether as an end or as a means” 
(Humanae Vitae, n. 14). 

Pope Francis, in a recent inter-
view, pointed out that Pope Paul 
VI, in a diffi cult situation in Africa, 
“permitted nuns to use contracep-
tives in cases of rape.” This use of 
contraceptives by a group of nuns 
occurred during an exceptional 
wartime situation in the Belgian 
Congo. Although no document has 
ever been found in the Vatican 
indicating that permission was 
actually given by the Pope, these 
women were given the Pill by their 
physicians because they appeared 
to be in imminent danger of sexu-
al assault during the uprisings of 
1960. The Pill was provided to pre-
vent their ovaries from releasing 
an egg, so that if they were raped 
during the chaos, the attacker’s 
sperm would not be able to fertilize 
any of their eggs, and a pregnancy 
would not occur.

This “use of contraceptives” 
would clearly not be an act of con-
traception, because there would be 
no consensual sexual act, but only 
an act of violence and brutality 
forcibly directed against the wom-
en. Hence, this use of contracep-
tives constituted, in its essence, 
an act of self-defense, not an act of 
contraception. A rapist, of course, 

has absolutely no right to forced 
sexual intimacy with his victim, 
nor does he have any right to bring 
about her impregnation, and the 
woman has absolutely no moral 
duty to make her eggs available to 
an attacker’s sperm. Hence, the 
use of contraceptives in an emer-
gency situation like this would 
be morally permissible precisely 
because it would not constitute, 
morally speaking, an act of contra-
ception, but would rather repre-
sent a defensive and self-protective 
maneuver in a situation of grave 
and imminent danger.

The use of contraceptives can 
be morally acceptable in other 
contexts as well, again, because 
such uses do not constitute acts of 
contraception. For example, when 
a woman has severe menstrual 
bleeding, or pain from ovarian 
cysts, the hormonal regimen con-
tained in the Pill may sometimes 
provide a directly therapeutic 
medical treatment for the bleeding 
or the pain. This use of contracep-
tives is an act of medical therapy 
to address a pathological situation, 
not an act of contraception. 

The secondary effect from the 
treatment, namely, marital infer-
tility, is only tolerated, and should 
not be willed, desired or intended 
in any way by the couple. It is 
worth noting that it would not be 
acceptable to make use of con-
traceptives like the Pill for these 
medical cases if other pharmaco-
logical agents or treatments were 
available that would offer the same 

therapeutic benefi ts and effects 
without impeding fertility.

In sum, while the Church has 
always taught that marital acts of 
contraception are morally wrong, 
the use of contraceptives can 
sometimes be acceptable within 
certain other contexts outside of 
consensual conjugal acts. 

Janet Smith has succinctly 
summarized the issue this way: 
“The Church teaches that acts of 
contraception are always against 
the plan of God for human sexual-
ity, since God intended that each 
and every act of spousal inter-
course express both the intention 
to make a complete, unitive gift 
of one’s self to one’s spouse and 
the willingness to be a parent with 
one’s spouse. These meanings of 
the spousal act are, as ‘Humanae 
Vitae’ stated, inseparable.”

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

State considers autism insurance coverage for Oklahoma families
House Bill 2962 could help families at Good Shepherd Catholic School at Mercy

A bipartisan measure authored by more 
than 30 House republicans and democrats 
that would require health insurers to cover 
autism treatment for children is now on its 
way to the state Senate. The bill passed the 
House by a vote of 76-20 on March 9. House 
Bill 2962 would require a health benefi t plan 
offered in Oklahoma to provide coverage for 
the screening, diagnosis and treatment of an 
autism spectrum disorder in children. 

In central Oklahoma, the Good Shepherd 
Catholic School at Mercy is a special school 
developed collaboratively with support from 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Mercy Hos-
pital and the University of Central Oklahoma. 

The school opened its doors in the fall of 
2011 for children with autism and other 
neurological disorders. The school served 36 
children over the past year. The program is 
tailored to each student based on a compre-
hensive, initial assessment, and by using a 
carefully sequenced set of more than 400 ob-
jectives designed to teach effective communi-
cation, social skills and key academic compe-
tencies, including school readiness skills. The 
goal of the school is to prepare its students for 
a traditional classroom setting. Four students 
“graduated” this past summer and went on to 
traditional schools.

Coverage for evidence-based treatments 
such as those provided at Good Shepherd, 
and which are endorsed by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and the U.S. Surgeon 

General, is denied by health insurers. More 
than one million Oklahomans with state-reg-
ulated private health insurance do not have 
meaningful autism insurance coverage in their 
plans.

This places a tremendous fi nancial burden 
on the parents of children with autism.

The majority of children with autism who 
receive medically necessary treatment ex-
perience marked improvement – 47 percent 
achieve typical function, 40 percent make 
signifi cant improvement, and the remaining 
13 percent make limited progress. 

Forty three states have passed similar leg-
islation. The U.S. military (Tricare), Federal 
Employee Health Plan and about 40 percent of 
self-funded plans provide coverage. 

What does HB 2962 do?
House Bill 2962 requires coverage for the 

diagnosis and evidence-based treatment for 
autism spectrum disorder for individuals age 
9 and younger when prescribed by a licensed 
physician or licensed psychologist as medical-
ly necessary. 

This includes:
 Behavioral health treatment (applied be-

havior analysis up to $25,000 per year);
 Pharmacy care, psychiatric care, psycho-

logical care, and;
 Therapeutic care (speech, occupational 

and physical therapy).
According to the Harvard School of Pub-

lic Health, the incremental cost of caring for 

someone with autism over their lifetime is 
$3.2 million. The cost of treatments covered 
could be expected to be recovered through 
reductions in educational and medical expen-
ditures alone.  

The legislation can be viewed at www.okleg-
islature.gov.

Archbishop Coakley poses with a graduate of Good 
Shepherd School.
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Catholic school national standards effective, accountable
As the debate about Education 

Savings Accounts becomes more 
public and heated, the anti-ESA 
crowd has used the argument that 
public funding will go to schools 
that have no accountability. By 
accountability, they mean paro-
chial and private schools are not 
required to take the end of instruc-
tion tests, called EOIs, and are not 
required to use the A through F 
school grading system. 

It is disingenuous to assert that 
our schools have no accountabil-
ity. 

First, the ESA bills require that 
schools receiving students with 
the ESA debit card be accredited. 
Our Catholic school accreditation 
process is approved by the state 
Education Department and is 
rigorous. 

Unlike the one-day visit from 
the state accreditation offi cer used 

in Oklahoma public schools, our 
process requires at least a year’s 
worth of preparation and study. 
During the year, teams of teach-
ers, staff, volunteers and school 
advisory council members review 
and rate the school on standards 
in a variety of areas such as 
Catholic identity, curriculum and 
instruction, governance, facilities 
and safety. The teams also discuss 
areas for improvement, and devel-
op strategies to meet improvement 
goals. 

Once the study has been read 
by our offi ce and approved, a site 
team from the Diocese of Tulsa 
spends three to four days on cam-
pus verifying that standards are 
met, safety procedures are in place 
and that what the schools say 
they do, is indeed being done. At 
the conclusion of the site visit, the 
visiting team generates an exhaus-
tive report to the Council of Com-
missioners. Serving on that coun-
cil are the superintendents from 
each diocese, three principals from 
each diocese, a pastor from each 
diocese and a representative from 
an institution of higher education. 
The council reads the reports, 
asks questions and recommends 
accreditation status. The recom-
mendation is sent to Archbishop 
Coakley and Bishop Slattery, who 
make the determination of accredi-
tation status. 

This process occurs every sev-
en years. Every three years, our 
offi ce, along with the religious 
education offi ce, visits each cam-
pus to ensure that recommenda-
tions from the visiting team are in 
progress. We review student and 
personnel records as well as cur-
riculum and religious education 
documentation from teachers and 
administration.

In addition, high schools in both 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Diocese of Tulsa are 
accredited through a process with 
an organization called AdvancEd. 

AdvancEd’s process is approved by 
the state Education Department. 
The AdvancEd study is thorough 
and includes key standards that 
examine the Catholicity of the 
school. High schools also receive 
a three-year visit from the Catho-
lic school and religious education 
offi ces. 

Although we do not provide EOI 
tests, because we teach a different 
curriculum from the state, our 
schools take rigorous norm refer-
ence tests, the Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills, the ACT, PSAT and SAT. 

We have learned from the data 
we collect from these tests that if 
students stay within our schools 
over the long haul, they are col-
lege-ready, and the least likely to 
take remedial classes at the college 
level. Furthermore, the ESA bill 
requires that we use individu-
al student ITBS and ACT scores 
to demonstrate student growth, 
which in fact is the proper use of 
norm reference tests. 

At the end of the day, the ulti-
mate source of accountability is 
the parent. Their satisfaction and 
commitment to the mission of 
our schools is just one ingredient 
of the “secret sauce” that makes 
Catholic schools work well for 
students and families. The main 
ingredients in the mix are our faith 
and the commitment to helping 
students understand that college 
is a life goal and that heaven is the 
ultimate goal.

Every family deserves the oppor-
tunity to choose the kind of educa-
tion that fi ts their values and the 
needs of their children.

Cris Carter
Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools

Students from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School recently performed 
the musical “Godspell” under the direction of Ms. Holly Pritchard.

The Mount St. Mary Vocal Music Ensemble will compete in the OSSAA State 
Competition. This is the first time for the MSM Choir to make it to state. The 
SSA Honors Ensemble and six soloists also qualify. State will be held on April 
21-24 at OBU, the same week the entire music department will perform on the 
main stage at the OKC Festival of the Arts.

St. Gregory’s hosts Fine Arts Day for Catholic schools
On March 10, St. Gregory’s University hosted the second annual 

Catholic Schools Fine Arts Day on St. Gregory’s Campus, with over 
150 students in attendance.

“We love having the students on campus, and our St. Gregory’s 
University arts majors look forward to sharing their talent with our 
visitors,” said Dr. Jessica Van Oort, chair of the Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts at St. Gregory’s.

Visiting students, teachers and parents had the opportunity to 
spend the day viewing and presenting performances of music, theatre 
and dance, as well as exhibiting their visual art. They were also able 
to tour the Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art and take classes with the 
museum staff and university arts faculty. 

“We hope this was an opportunity for the students to see the cre-
ative work that their peers at other schools are doing, and also a 
glimpse at what artistic studies look like at the college level,” Van 
Oort added. “We are honored to have received a Pastoral Music and 
Fine Arts Grant from The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, with 
funding from the Bobbie Dean Little Trust that enabled us to put on 
this event.”

Smaida Mara, a junior at St. Gregory’s, was one of the students 
that performed for the visitors. 

“It was amazing to see the kids be so excited to learn more about 
fi ne arts. Their joy and enthusiasm for arts made me smile,” she 
said. “I had a chance to see some of their artwork, it is great to see 
so many young artists fi nding their style and expressing themselves 
through art.” 

Photos Theresa Bragg.
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Evangelization team delivers Christ’s love in Oklahoma

The National Evangelization 
Teams, an international youth 
ministry challenging young Catho-
lics to love Christ and embrace the 
life of the Church, sent one of their 
14 U.S. teams to Oklahoma in 
February. The visiting team con-
sisted of 12 members who devoted 
nine months to the organization’s 
mission – to share the Gospel. 

The NET Ministries 
arrived in Oklahoma 
on Feb. 25 and led 
retreats at a differ-
ent parish every day 
until they departed 
March 13. It is team leader Anna 
Dick’s second year with NET. She 
planned to attend college after her 
fi rst year, but was called by Jesus 
to return. She said it just proves 
that his “plans for us prevail” and 
that 2016’s theme for the organi-
zation, “There’s Nothing Like NET,” 
is true.

Other than a two-week break 
during Christmas, the teams live 
on the road year round. Each 
member sets aside a half hour 

to pray privately and an hour for 
group praise and worship. They 
get a 20-minute media allowance. 
They primarily conduct retreats 
for youth. Since 1981, NET teams 
have led more than 29,000 re-
treats and ministered to more than 
1.7 million young Catholics.

During the past few weeks, and 
over the past 30 years, the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City hosted the 
group as they traveled the state, 

leading retreats for 
high school Catholics.

“They have been a 
blessing to our arch-
diocese and have 
touched many of our 
young people’s lives 

over the years in helping them 
to develop or grow in their rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ,” said 
Nancy Housh, director of the arch-
diocese’s Youth and Young Adult 
Offi ce.

On March 4, the NET team led a 
retreat at Saint Joseph in Norman. 

“We are seeing more people hav-
ing a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and willing to share 
that. One of our priorities at Saint 
Joseph is new evangelization and 

in that is simply sharing Jesus,” 
said Itzel Ortiz, youth director at 
Saint Joseph. “Allowing the kids 
to be exposed to these types of 
retreats makes them more open to 
the idea of the kerygma and evan-
gelizing others.”

The Norman retreat began with 
dinner, followed by a skit and 
“rap” with ending lyrics, “put your 
money on the Lord because he’s 
your best bet.” 

Then, students and leaders 
broke into small groups to talk 
in a more intimate setting before 
coming together once more to 
hear the night’s talk called “Why 
Catholic?” Other retreat themes 
the NET explores include “Reality 
Check,” “You Will Receive Power,” 
“Anchored in Hope,” “Strength and 
Beauty,” and “Life to the Full.”

Olivia Biddick is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

By Olivia Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

NET Ministries
www.netusa.org
(651) 450-6833

The NET introduced themselves to the group with a rap. Photo Olivia Biddick.

UCO Newman Center encourages student faith, fun

The Catholic Newman Center at the University 
of Central Oklahoma in Edmond is an organiza-
tion devoted to the spiritual and intellectual en-
deavors of Catholic college students. It is a place 
for all who desire to explore their faith and grow in 
their love for God. 

More than 30 Catholic young 
adults gather throughout the 
week with other interested stu-
dents to socialize, share meals, 
make music and talk about 
their faith. 

Karson Snellen, a sophomore 
at UCO and long-time member, 
said the center provides a place 
for many different people to come together. 

“We’re such an eclectic group. Everyone is really 
friendly, inviting and accepting. I wouldn’t trade 

this place for the world,” she said.
Snellen is the designated chef for Sunday sup-

per at the Newman Center, and she always looks 
forward to cooking for the group members.

“I like to make people happy with my food. We’re 
all one big, diverse family and I love making mem-
ories with them.” 

Katie Kersgieter, a nursing major at UCO and a 
recent transfer student, ex-
pressed how much she loves 
spending time at the Catholic 
Newman Center. 

“If I’m not in class or at work, 
I’m here. I love it because it 
brings me peace and bright-
ens my day. I have grown a lot 
in my faith and I understand 

more about Catholicism. We all help each other 
grow and learn. It’s great.” 

The Catholic Newman Center welcomes many 

attendees who are not members of the Catholic 
Church and who do not attend UCO.

“We have a lot of international students, stu-
dents from OSU-OKC and students from Okla-
homa Christian University come here to join us. 
It doesn’t matter where you’re at in your journey 
of faith or where you come from. We can grow 
together,” Snellen said. 

The best way to become a member of the Catho-
lic Newman Center at UCO is to attend one of the 
many events hosted by the faith-based organiza-
tion every week. The Men’s Bible Study is every 
Sunday at 5:30 p.m. followed by Sunday supper 
at 7 p.m.

On Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m., Jesus and Java is 
hosted at Café Evoke on Broadway in downtown 
Edmond. Tuesday evenings are designated for the 
celebration of Mass at 7:30. The Women’s Bible 
Study is held Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. or Thurs-
days at 9 p.m. 

The center also recently created a co-ed Bible 
study group that meets Thursdays at 10 p.m. All 
of the events are held at the Catholic Newman 
Center, located at 321 E. Clegern Ave., in Ed-
mond. 

Madeline Hecker is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

UCO Catholic Newman Center
Director John Axtell - 
(405) 990-9424
Online - www.catholicsatuco.com
Facebook - “The Catholic New-
man Center at UCO” page 

By Madeline Hecker
For the Sooner Catholic

Karson Snellen cooks Sunday supper for students at 
the UCO Newman Center. Photos Madeline Hecker.

The men’s Bible study meets every Sunday at the UCO Newman Center.



“I am a simple pilgrim who begins the last 
stage of his pilgrimage on this earth.” – Pope 
Benedict XVI on the last day of his pontifi cate

A pilgrimage, or journey to a holy place, has 
been a feature of Christian life from the be-
ginning of the Church. In this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, Catholics are called to make a special 
effort to become pilgrims as a sign of penance 
and the desire to become holy.

Christian pilgrimages originated in Judaism. 
God wanted to remind the Jews of their days of 
wandering – the Lord Jesus, his family and his 
disciples made pilgrimages to Jerusalem as did 
all faithful Jews on the feast days of Passover, 
Pentecost and Booths. The Gospels and the 
Acts of the Apostles have many examples of 
this, such as Luke 2:41 and Acts 2.

According to the Catechism, “Pilgrimages 
evoke our earthly journey toward heaven and 
are traditionally very special occasions for re-
newal in prayer” (2691).

The beauty of churches suggests the beau-
ty of heaven, and a journey to a particular 
church helps remind the faithful of the ulti-
mate goal of life.

Young and old, rich and poor make pilgrim-
ages – but why? Many people make a pilgrim-
age to petition the Lord or his saints for a par-
ticular need, including healing from an illness 
or to ask for the gift of a child. The arduous 
journey is meant to show the humility of their 
supplication.

In other cases, pilgrimages also may be made 
in repentance for a serious sin. Throughout 
the early Church and the Middle Ages some 
confessors would prescribe a pilgrimage as a 
very public penance for a sinner.

Pilgrimages are intended to differ from vaca-
tions or tourist excursions, although they may 
coincide. They often involve some kind of hard-
ship to show their penitential character, such 
as walking barefoot or begging for food. To 
this day, many pilgrims remain on their knees 
while ascending the Scala Santa in Rome or 
approaching the Basilica of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe near Mexico City.

The most popular Christian pilgrimage site is 
the Holy Land. In every generation, the faithful 
have followed in Jesus’ footsteps through the 
streets of Jerusalem or prayed at the grotto 

where he was born in Bethlehem.
Other pilgrimage sites arose at the tombs of 

the martyrs, especially at Saint Peter’s Basil-
ica in Vatican City where the bones of Saint 
Peter are kept, and at Santiago de Compostela 
in Spain, where the body of Saint James the 
Greater is entombed. In recent years, Arch-
bishop Coakley joined the hundreds of pilgrims 
who travel the Camino de Santiago, or the Way 
of Saint James; a network of roads starting at 
various points throughout Europe and leading 
to the saint’s shrine.

This year, Pope Francis has designated spe-
cial Holy Doors in churches where the faithful 
can make pilgrimages.

“My thought fi rst of all goes to all the faith-
ful who, whether in individual dioceses or as 
pilgrims to Rome, will experience the grace of 
the Jubilee. I wish that the Jubilee Indulgence 
may reach each one as a genuine experience of 
God’s mercy, which comes to meet each person 
in the face of the Father who welcomes and 
forgives, forgetting completely the sin commit-

ted,” Pope Francis wrote.
“To experience and obtain the Indulgence, 

the faithful are called to make a brief pilgrim-
age to the Holy Door, open in every cathedral 
or in the churches designated by the dioce-
san bishop, and in the four Papal Basilicas 
in Rome, as a sign of the deep desire for true 
conversion.”

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Arch-
bishop Coakley has designated eight Holy 
Doors – The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help, OKC; Saint Joseph Old Cathedral, 
OKC; Saint Wenceslaus, Prague; Saint Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee; Saint Peter, Woodward; 
Saint Mary, Ponca City; Holy Cross, Madill; 
Blessed Sacrament, Lawton. Find more infor-
mation at www.archokc.org/year-of-mercy/
jubilee-year-of-mercy-home.

Brianna Osborne is managing editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Journey toward heaven: 
Pilgrimages during the 

Jubilee Year
By Brianna Osborne

The Sooner Catholic

Book on St. Peter’s Basilica provides fun facts, faith

Offering 
fascinat-
ing trivia 
alongside 
spiritual 
teachings 

about the Church and her saints, 
“101 Surprising Facts about St. 
Peter’s and the Vatican” is an 
essential resource for families and 
pilgrims alike. 

Written by Father Jeffrey Kirby, 
S.T.L., and with original photo-
graphs from Justin and Challiss 
Gaeta, the book serves as a guide 
on the basilica and the theological 
meaning behind it.

The fi rst few facts are details 
about the operations of Vatican 
City, information on its inhabi-
tants, including the pope and the 
Swiss Guard, and statistics on the 
size and shape of the basilica. For 
instance, Fact No. 90 states that a 
space shuttle could fi t within the 
area of the dome of Saint Peter’s 

Basilica.
The facts are supplemented with 

maps and diagrams that show the 
layout of Saint Peter’s in rela-
tion to the ancient ruins under-
neath, or the location of important 
chapels and statues inside the 
church.

The history included in the text 
is substantial, with explanations of 
the papacy – complete with a list 
of the succession of popes – and 
the story of Saint Peter’s martyr-
dom, his burial, the building of his 
basilica and the rediscovery of his 
bones in the 20th century.

The most valuable aspect of the 
book is how the spiritual signifi -
cance of the basilica is conveyed 
through quotations from sacred 
scripture and tradition. Nearly 
every page has a Bible passage 
related to the topic discussed. 
Father Kirby also provides trans-
lations of all important Latin and 
Greek inscriptions in Saint Peter’s 
Square and Basilica. This en-
hances the reader’s appreciation 

for every detail of the basilica and 
makes it more accessible to a mod-
ern audience.

Pilgrims planning to visit Saint 
Peter’s during the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy will fi nd that the book 
touches on many relevant topics, 
from the strict dress code to enter 
to information on the Holy Door. 
Explanations also are provided on 
signifi cant works of art – including 
Michelangelo’s “Pieta” – as well as 
the relics of saints and the crypt of 
popes.

This volume’s only omission 
regards climbing the dome of the 
basilica – it does not mention how 
diffi cult it is! Fact No. 92 does 
mention the coffee bar on the roof, 
which, besides the fantastic view, 
is compensation for the hundreds 
of steps and the narrow passage-
ways.

Pilgrims or tourists who like to 
bring guidebooks might consid-
er getting the Kindle edition. The 
paperback is about the size of a 
coloring book and not great for 

travel.
Those who are not able to visit 

Saint Peter’s in person will benefi t 
just as much from this beautiful 
book. The vivid photography of 
Rome and the chapels and statues 
of Saint Peter’s make the book’s 
large size perfect for family mem-
bers to enjoy together.

Brianna Osborne is managing 
editor of the Sooner Catholic.

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

 Baptist preacher John Bunyan’s peren-
nial bestseller “The Pilgrim’s Progress” was 
written in 1678 as a Christian allegory for 
the journey of life.
 The Catholic crown jewel of pilgrimage 

stories is the epic poem “Divine Comedy,” 
written by Dante Alighieri in the early 14th 
century. It describes a pilgrim’s journey 
through Hell, Purgatory and Heaven. Pope 
Francis has recommended it as reading for 
the Year of Mercy.
 Pilgrimages have also been the back-

ground for stories not quite so holy, includ-
ing Geoffrey Chaucer’s “The Canterbury 
Tales.” Although the travelers in this story 
are making a pilgrimage to Canterbury, 
England, to visit the shrine of Saint Thomas 
Becket, they spend the trip telling bawdy 
stories, each more scandalous than the 
last.
 More recently, Emilio Estevez and Mar-

tin Sheen made the fi lm “The Way,” depict-

ing a man’s pilgrimage on the Camino de 
Santiago after his son’s death. 

“The Pilgrim’s Progress,” “Divine Comedy” 
and “The Way” are available in the archdioc-
esan library, (405) 721-1910.

Pilgrimages in literature and fi lm

An illustration by Sandro Botticelli of the infernal 
abyss from Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Comedy” is 
part of the manuscript collection of the Vatican 
Library. CNS/courtesy of Vatican Library.

Father Rother Guatemala Pilgrimage
Last chance to sign up!

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and Archbishop Coakley are leading a 
pilgrimage to Guatemala for the 35th anniversary of the death of Servant of 
God Father Stanley Rother. 

The pilgrimage is July 25-29. Deposit and fi rst payment due soon. The 
trip includes four nights in Guatemala City, Antigua and Panajachel with 
Masses, a city tour of Antigua, a memorial Mass for Father Rother (vigil) 
and a boat trip to Santiago Atitlan for a memorial Mass for Father Rother on 
the anniversary of his death. 

Fewer than 20 spots remain. $2,200.00 per person, dbl occ. Deposit $400 
due with registration. Additional $900 by April 1. Final payment by June 1. 
Cost includes all expenses except airline baggage fees. Optional trip exten-
sion in Guatemala City for three nights with Mayan ruins and city tours. 

For more information or questions, contact Mary Fahy at mfahy@archokc.
org, (405) 721-5651, Ext. 158

Pilgrimage churches, clockwise 
from top left: Blessed Sacrament, 
Lawton; St. Wenceslaus, Prague; 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help; Holy Cross, Madill; St. 
Mary, Ponca City; St. Joseph Old 
Cathedral

Page 9: The Holy Door at St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee, and St. Peter, 
Woodward.
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Healing for a hurting world

Do miracles really 
happen? Are people 
today healed as they 
were healed by Jesus 
2,000 years ago? 
Mary Healy answers 

these questions and more in her latest book, 
“Healing: Bringing the Gift of God’s Mercy to 
the World.”

Dr. Mary Healy is associate professor of 
scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit and a member of the Pontifi cal Bibli-
cal Commission. Moreover, her book bears the 
Church’s Nihil Obstat and Imprimatur, formal 
declarations that the work is free from doctri-
nal or moral error.

Healy explains, initially, that she has written 
to “share … what I have learned from studying 
what scripture, theology and Church history 
have to tell us about healing as well as my own 
experience and that of friends and co-laborers 
in the Lord’s vineyard.”

Healy’s book balances theology with real life 
stories. She opens with someone healed of ce-
rebral palsy, and every chapter has the story of 
someone saved from pain, depression, cancer 
and so on. She also relates familiar stories of 
Jesus’ healing of the blind, lepers, the pos-
sessed, and in each case she analyzes exactly 
what took place and why. Nearly every page 
has a reference to scripture, and Healy fre-
quently explains the passage by reaching back 
to the original Greek. 

When Jesus states in Luke 19:10 that he 
came “to seek and to save the lost,” Healy notes 
that “the Greek verb for ‘save’ (sozo) also can be 
translated ‘heal.””

While somewhat scholarly, the book is never-
theless highly readable because Healy presents 
these accounts of healing that she has actually 
witnessed; even been a part of.

Responding to the book, “Why There Are No 
Miracles Today,” Healy said “I wish I could 

have sat down with the author to share hour 
upon hour of miracle testimonies I have heard 
about or personally experienced.”

Christ came, Healy says, not just to save 
souls “but to save human beings.” Christ’s 
healing of the sick, the infi rm, the possessed 
“are inseparable from his preaching of the 
kingdom of God.”

Healy explains the theological issues involved 
in Jesus’ healings. Christ bore not only our 
sins, but, according to Isaiah, our infi rmities 
and our diseases. So, just as he was and is 
able to free us from our sins, he was and is 
able to free us from our infi rmities.

Healy traces healing through the history 

of the Church, from the time of the apostles, 
through the Middle Ages and up to the present 
day. The apostles did not heal simply as an end 
in itself; they used healing as an opportunity to 
proclaim Christ. The “signs and wonders” that 
they demonstrated were and invitation to faith 
in the redeemer, the living Son of God.

Healy explains the role of faith in the act of 
healing as well as the power of forgiveness. 
Both are essentials in opening the door to mer-
cy and healing.

One of the book’s chapters is “A Model for 
Healing Prayer.” Healy offers “a fi ve-step model 
of healing prayer that is simple and effective.” 

As she pointed out earlier, praying for the 
sick is something “most Catholics are used to.” 
The kind of healing that is prayed for and the 
way that it is prayed for is what makes Healy’s 
approach a little different. 

She writes, “I have become convinced that 
miraculous healing is not meant to be some-
thing rare but ordinary in the life of the 
Church, and that the Lord does not want to 
use only spiritual superstars with special gifts, 
but every ‘little ole’ me.”

Reaching out to others to offer healing is a 
part of evangelization, Healy explains. For cen-
turies, most Christians lived “in environments 
where everyone … was Christian” and there 
were “simply no unbelievers to evangelize.” 

Today, things are quite different, and our 
hurting world is fi lled with people who do not 
know Jesus Christ. “Healing prayer ministry 
is a simple but extremely effective way to bring 
people into an encounter with Jesus the good 
Shepherd and divine physician,” Healy writes.

If we are willing to believe with the same faith 
as the apostles, the faith of the early Chris-
tians, if we are “willing to lay everything on the 
altar,” as Healy says, then “he will use us to 
minister his healing power to the sick and the 
suffering, revealing his love and the presence of 
his glorious kingdom.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
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Mime Stations of the Cross return to Ada 
The youth ministry at Saint 

Joseph in Ada performed the Sta-
tions of the Cross March 4 using 
a “mime” program from 20 years 
ago. The program was revised by 
Danielle Pacula, director of Total 
Youth Ministry, and Sarah Catala-
no, leader of youth group.

Six students – Derrick Stevens, 
Matthew Sanjines, Jonathan Mar-
tinez, Taylor Smith, Noelle Vargas 
and Sarah Crabtree – practiced 
diligently for more than four 
weeks to prepare the program. 

“People who have attended this 
program in the past fi nd 
this to be a very emo-
tional experience. You 
will actually see 
the audience 
with tears in 
their eyes,” said 
Roxanne Tay-
lor, religious education director.

During a “mime” program, there 
is a narrator and actors portray 
the 14 Stations of the Cross with-
out words. A similar “mime” Sta-
tion of the Cross Program also was 
performed during World Youth 
Day in Denver.  

The traditional 14 Sta-
tions of the Cross are 
as follows: Jesus is 
condemned to death; 
Jesus takes up his 
cross; Jesus 
falls 

the fi rst time; Je-
sus meets his mother; Simon of 
Cyrene carries the cross; Veroni-
ca wipes the face of Jesus; Jesus 
falls the second time; Jesus meets 
the daughters of Jerusalem; Je-
sus falls the third time; Jesus is 
stripped of his garments; Jesus is 

nailed to the cross; Jesus is cruci-
fi ed; Jesus is taken down from the 
cross; Jesus’ body is laid in the 
tomb.

The third, fourth, sixth, seventh 
and ninth stations are not specif-
ically described in the Gospels. 
However, Christian tradition has 
used them as important stops in 
Jerusalem Pilgrimages for more 
than 1,000 years. 

Devotions to the Way of the 
Cross began in earnest after 
1342 when the Franciscan 
friars were given custody of the 
holy sites in the Holy Land.

Charles Albert is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Charles Albert
For the Sooner Catholic

Learn more about 
the Stations of the 
Cross, including an 
audio presentation, at 
www.usccb.org.

Students mime the 13th Station, 
Jesus is laid in the arms of his 

mother. Photos Deacon Dennis 
Fine.
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Project Together continues service to tornado survivors 
Following the deadly May 2013 tornados in 

central Oklahoma, mental health counselors 
from Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City helped storm survivors cope 
with the immediate trauma and eventual recov-
ery following the storms.

“We are humbled by the response and out-
come as expressed in letters we received from 
these survivors,” said Patrick 
Raglow, executive director of 
Catholic Charities. 

Through Project Together, 
counseling staff members met 
with disaster clients for two and 
a half years, through December 
2015. Grants from the Okla-
homa City Community Foun-
dation, Christus Health and 
United Way of Central Oklaho-
ma helped fund the program. 

Monica Palmer, Catholic 
Charities’ senior director of 
clinical services, said mental 
health is a particular need that 
arises after traumatic events.

“Some survivors may seek 
help in the early stages of re-
covery and feel they are improv-
ing, and realize after more time 
has passed that the traumatic 
experience is still resonating in 
their lives,” Palmer said. “Cath-
olic Charities’ Saint Joseph’s Counseling Cen-
ter provides bilingual counseling for families, 
couples and individuals to meet those mental 

health needs.” 
In addition to the team of therapists provid-

ing counseling support, a team of case manag-
ers are in place to fulfi ll the mission of long-
term recovery for those needing resources to 
rebuild or repair their homes or property.

“I look back now and realize when I came to 
seek counseling, I was scared of everything and 

the smallest thing would send 
me into a rage,” one client said.

“I wasn’t mourning the loss 
of my grandfather in a normal 
way, which caused me to lash 
out at my family, friends and 
strangers. (Catholic Charities) 
taught me how to tie a knot on 
the end of the fragile thread, 
which helped me pick up the 
remnants of my forgotten soul.” 

Case managers help each 
client with a recovery plan and 
connect them to the resources 
they need to return to normal 
living. They also work to cov-
er clients’ insurance gaps and 
ensure safe and sanitary living 
conditions. Case workers con-
tinue to partner with Convoy of 
Hope, a faith-based humanitari-
an-relief organization, to rebuild 
houses. 

“There is nothing I can do 
in my life to pay back (Catholic Charities) for 
giving me back my daughter,” a survivor said. 
“The ways you taught her to cope with the 

trauma she suffered, in the tornado and the 
months and years following, she is putting to 
good use. Without the counseling this would 
have never happened. God put you in her life 
and you are, and will always be, credited with 
this great progress she has made.” 

Founded in 1912, Catholic Charities serves 
all, regardless of race, religion or national 
origin through its mission to provide help and 
hope through the Catholic tradition of service. 

Headquartered in Oklahoma City, Catholic 
Charities provides regional service locations in 
Ardmore, Clinton, Enid, Guymon and Lawton 
and program locations in Norman and Mid-
west City. Catholic Charities serves more than 
13,000 Oklahomans annually. 

Catholic Charities 
Disaster Relief

http://catholiccharitiesok.
org/Disaster
(405) 523-3028
Toll free: (800) 375-8514

Catholic Charities OKC Disaster Response team visit 
with a client immediately after the May 21, 2013, 
Moore tornado.

Catholic Charities’ Project Gabriel 
to provide parish training

Just months after joining Cath-
olic Charities, Project Gabriel is 
gaining clients as well as commu-
nity support. Active in Oklaho-
ma since 2001, the program has 
served 186 women to date. Project 
Gabriel has locations in Edmond 
and Shawnee, and Catholic Chari-
ties hopes to expand it to parishes 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

“Project Gabriel offers another 
way for us to partner with com-
munity agencies and serve those 
women who might feel forgotten. 
We want them to know ‘You, your 
child, your family are important to 
us,’” said Jewel McCorkle, director 
of Adoption and Pregnancy Ser-
vices and co-coordinator of Proj-
ect Gabriel ministry at Catholic 
Charities.

Each year, about 36,000 wom-
en in Oklahoma experience un-
planned pregnancies. McCorkle 
said nearly 17 percent of those 
women, fearing they have no other 
options, choose abortion.

Project Gabriel is a national 
pro-life ministry supporting wom-
en in need. The program offers 
one-on-one mentorship; pregnan-
cy information and prenatal care 
assistance; maternity and baby 
supplies; referrals to affordable 
housing and medical care; and 
information on parental support 
and adoption.

“Currently, local parishes are 
looking for dedicated volunteers to 
serve as mentors, gather supplies 
and partner with local organiza-
tions to create a lifeline for wom-

en needing help,” 
McCorkle said.

The name Project 
Gabriel is inspired 
by the biblical story 
in Luke 1:26-38, 
where the Angel Ga-
briel visits the Vir-

gin Mary to announce she would 
give birth to a child, Jesus. When 
she asked, “How can this be?” the 
angel told her not to be afraid for 
“nothing is impossible with God.”

Founded in 1912, Catholic 
Charities serves all, regardless of 
race, religion or national origin 
through its mission to provide help 
and hope through the Catholic 
tradition of service. Headquartered 
in Oklahoma City, with region-
al service locations in Clinton, 
Enid, Guymon and Lawton and 
program locations in Norman and 
Midwest City, Catholic Charities 
serves 18,000 Oklahomans annu-
ally through its 16 social service 
programs. 

To learn more about Catho-
lic Charities, go online to www.
catholiccharitiesok.org.

Project Gabriel Training
Catholic Charities training ses-
sions for volunteers and coordina-
tors:
Volunteer orientation - April 9
Training on assessing needs - July 
9
Volunteer orientation and training 
on strengthening families - Oct 8.
Contact Jewel McCorkle at (405) 
523-3012. More online at www.
projectgabrielok.org.

Missionary of Mercy calls Catholics to 
relationship with Jesus

Father John E. Hurley, C.S.P., 
a Missionary of Mercy designated 
by Pope Francis during the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, challenged Catholics 
during a Lenten Mission at Saint 
John the Baptist in Edmond to step 
out of their comfort zones to help 
others and strengthen their encoun-
ter with Jesus. 

Father Hurley, founder of New 
Evangelization Strategies, based 
his talks each night on a different 
passage from Scripture, starting with 
John 9, “Jesus heals a man born 
blind.” 

During each 90-minute session, he 
challenged and encouraged parishio-
ners to think with their hearts.
 “There are many people in our 

world today who are in the same 
situation for one reason or another 
looking for something from some-
one else and they’re invisible. We 
walk three blocks around them. We 
need to open our eyes and see more 
clearly.”
 “We’re all sitting back and let-

ting the growing secularization take 
over in our times. We’re just letting it 
happen. Faith was rooted in culture. 
Today, it’s not. And why isn’t it? It’s 
because of us. We let it encroach on 
us and we went along with it.”
 Jesus’ life was “the greatest love 

story ever told. … It’s about listening 
to his story and walking through the 
lives of his disciples. For those who 
were baptized into the Church as 
infants, the New Evangelization is 
important to reawaken, if not ignite, 
why we are Christian to begin with.”

 “Pope Francis invites all of us to 
get out of our comfort zone. That’s 
what these stories are about … en-
countering the love of God.”
 “Those among us who engage 

in Corporal Works of Mercy, say this 
‘I walked away with so much more 
than I felt I gave.’ Pope Francis is 
telling us when you look into the face 
of someone else and you see the face 
of Jesus you have hope and security 
that that person will see the face of 
Jesus in me.”
 “The message is not complicat-

ed. Pope Francis puts it this way, 
‘The Eucharist is not a prize for the 
perfect, but a medicine for the sin-
ner.’”
 “We need to talk about Jesus 

more with one another, to bow our 
heads and praise God. It’s not about 
what other people think; it’s about 
your own relationship.”
 “As Pope Francis reminds us 

this Lent is a reawakening of conver-
sion, to see the world as it really is. 
God encourages us to open our eyes 
to see his love.”

Listen to podcasts from the three-
night Lenten mission with Father 
Hurley online at 
http://stjohn-catholic.org.

By Diane Clay
The Sooner Catholic
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En el primer domingo de Cuaresma oímos 
que inmediatamente después de su bautismo, 
“Jesús fue conducido por el Espíritu Santo 
al desierto” (Lc 4:1). Por cuarenta días Jesús 
ayunó, oró y fue tentado por el diablo. En 
primer lugar, ¿Por qué fue Jesús bautizado?

El bautismo administrado por 
Juan el Bautista era un acto de 
arrepentimiento, que comenza-
ba con una confesión personal 
de los pecados (Mc 1:5). Los 
que bajaban al Jordán para ser 
bautizado por Juan se humilla-
ban. Su acción fue acompañada 
por la oración sincera pidiendo 
perdón.

Imagínese la escena: multi-
tudes reunidos “los no lava-
dos” en el Río Jordán, listos para confesar sus 
pecados. Lo chocante es (incluso a Juan) el ver 
a Jesús, ¡unirse a las fi las de estos hombres y 
mujeres pecadores! ¿Sería impactante el ver a 
Jesús a la espera de su turno en las fi las de los 
pecadores en el Jordán o sería más impactante 
el verlo en una fi la para entrar a un confesion-
ario en cualquier iglesia católica un sábado por 
la tarde?

El bautismo de Jesús en el Jordán nos mues-
tra cuán completamente se identifi ca con no-
sotros los pecadores. Jesús, el inocente Corde-
ro de Dios, bajó al Jordán para ser bautizado 
como un acto de solidaridad con la humanidad 

pecadora. ¡Su bautismo es una revelación de 
la misericordia del Padre! Toma los pecados 
del mundo (entre ellos el mío y el suyo) sobre 
sí mismo. A medida que se va desarrollando su 
vida pública y en última instancia lo conduce a 
su pasión y muerte, el lleva nuestros pecados 

que terminan clavados con él 
en la cruz. ¡Tal es la increíble 
misericordia de Dios!

Cuando Jesús fue critica-
do por su asociación con los 
pecadores Él respondió: “Los 
que están sanos no necesitan 
médico, sino los enfermos. No 
he venido a llamar a justos, 
sino a pecadores “(Mc 2, 17). Al 
no confesar nuestros pecados, 
nos excluimos de la compañía 

de Jesús, que era conocido como el “amigo de 
los pecadores” (Lc 7: 34).

Si Jesús no duda en identifi carse con la hu-
manidad pecadora, ¿por qué habríamos no-
sotros de ser tan reacios a hacerlo? Es sólo en 
el reconocimiento de nuestros pecados que nos 
encontramos con la misericordia de Dios. Para 
nosotros poder participar en el gran Jubileo de 
la Misericordia, ¡tenemos que tomar nuestro 
lugar en las fi las de la humanidad pecadora!

Nuestras disciplinas de Cuaresma estarían 
incompletas si no nos llevan al arrepentimiento 
y a la confesión de nuestros pecados en el Sac-
ramento de la Penitencia. Un cambio durade-

ro en nuestras 
vidas comienza 
con un encuen-
tro con Jesús, la 
cara visible de 
la misericordia 
del Padre. Ese 
encuentro nos 
invita a examinar 
nuestras vidas 
en y a través del lente de la misericordia que 
hemos recibido y hacer los cambios que nos 
ayudarán a seguir a Jesús más de cerca.

En los últimos días de Cuaresma y al acer-
carnos a la Pascua les sugiero que examine-
mos nuestra apreciación de este sacramento. 
El Sacramento de la Penitencia es uno de los 
medios que Jesús le ha confi ado a su Iglesia 
para sanar, reconciliar y ayudarnos a crecer en 
la santidad.

¿Qué tan bien hacemos uso de este precio-
so regalo? El Sacramento de la Penitencia no 
es sólo para la Cuaresma y Adviento. Debería 
ser una realidad habitual, incluso mensual-
mente, la práctica como una poderosa ayuda 
en nuestra lucha para vencer el pecado y vivir 
como discípulos de Jesús. Hay mucho espacio 
en la fi la del confesionario para cada uno de 
nosotros. Jesús nos está guardando un lugar.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El sacramento de la misericordia

“Es sólo en el 
reconocimiento de 
nuestros pecados 
que nos encontra-
mos con la miseri-
cordia de Dios.”

Inspirados en el Año Santo, un número más grande de personas 
se acercan a los confesionarios en la basílica de San Pedro

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – La ci-
fra de personas que han acudido a 
los confesionarios en la basílica de 
San Pedro ha aumentado notable-
mente en los primeros meses del 
Año de la Misericordia, pero no en-
tre las personas de habla inglesa, 
que aparentemente se han man-
tenido lejos de Europa por miedo 
al terrorismo, dijo el rector del 
grupo de confesores de la basílica.

El sacerdote franciscano de 
encierro, Rocco Rizzo, rector, le 
dijo al periódico del Vaticano que 
a partir de la apertura del Año 
Santo, el 8 de diciembre del 2015, 
al pasado mes de febrero, había 
confesado a cerca de 2,000 perso-
nas en San Pedro.

Pero, dijo, “nos estamos dando 
cuenta de que la mayoría de los 
penitentes son italianos. Y yo creo 
que esto se debe a la alarma ter-
rorista “ después de que sucedió 
la serie de ataques en París el mes 
de noviembre pasado. “Es por esta 
razón que los sacerdotes que con-
fi esan en lengua inglesa han teni-
do que confesar a menor número 
de personas”.

En una entrevista publicada 
el 10 de marzo en la edición de 
“L’Osservatore Romano”, periódico 
del Vaticano, el padre Rizzo dijo 
que en adición a los 14 francisca-
nos de encierro asignados a tiem-
po completo en los confesionarios 
de la basílica de San Pedro, otros 
30 más de sus compañeros habían 
completado su trabajo en el tiempo 

que va del Año Santo.
Los franciscanos de encierro 

confi esan todos los días de las 10 
a.m. a la 1 p.m.; y de las 3:30 p.m. 
a las 6:30 p.m. en el invierno y 
hasta las 7 p.m. en la estación de 
primavera y verano. Además, hay 
confesores que lo pueden hacer en 
italiano, español, inglés, francés, 
alemán, portugués y polaco. Tam-
bién los confesores pueden ofrecer 
los sacramentos en una variedad 
de lenguas, incluyendo el maltés, 
el chino y el cróata.

El padre Rizzo dijo que gen-
eralmente confi esa de 20 a 30 
personas al día, utilizando la 
lengua italiana o española; pero 
el número de penitentes aumenta 
los sábados y domingos y que les 
ofrecerá los sacramentos a por lo 
menos unas 50 personas todos los 
días los fi nes de semana.

Se ha notado otro fenómeno, 
dijo, y es que mayor número de 
personas acuden a los confesion-
arios pero que no son católicas. 
“Quieren confesarse para saber de 
qué se trata”, dijo. Claro que tal 
acto no se considera como con-
fesión sacramental, en la may-
oría de los casos, a pesar que los 
confesores pueden escuchar y dar 
consejo a las personas que no son 
católicas.

En contraste, muchos católi-
cos que visitan la basílica de San 
Pedro, o hasta peregrinos quizá, 
no estén muy familiarizados con 
el sacramento de la reconciliación, 
conocido también como sacra-
mento de penitencia, dijo el padre 
Rizzo. Muchos jóvenes dicen que 

no se han confesado desde que 
hicieron su Primera Comunión; y 
no es extraño que alguien llegue 
y diga que no se había confesado 
durante 30 años, a partir de la 
última confesión.

“Me he encontrado con personas 
que han escuchado las palabras 
del Papa y que han recordado 
haber cometido algún pecado 
grave 30 o 40 años antes y que 
ahora sienten la necesidad de rec-
onciliarse con el Señor”, dijo. “En 
especial, varias mujeres han acu-
dido a mí, porque se han sometido 
anteriormente a algún aborto y 
llevan consigo la herida abierta 
que nunca sana. Incluso si ya se 
han confesado de ello, quieren 
volverlo a hacer de nuevo”.

Para el Año de la Merced, el 
padre Rizzo y los otros sacer-
dotes que confi esan en San Pedro 
y las otras basílicas principales 

de Roma han recibido facultades 
especiales para extender la absolu-
ción, incluso en casos de haberse 
cometido aborto, que normalmente 
requieren consulta con el obispo 
de la localidad o incluso con el 
Vaticano.

Otro cambio que se ha producido 
en este Año de la Misericordia es 
la penitencia que se les da a los 
que se confi esan. Y cada vez con 
mayor frecuencia, los sacerdotes 
de la basílica en lugar de darles 
a los fi eles la penitencia de rezar 
diez Padre Nuestros, por ejemplo, 
les piden que hagan la penitencia 
ejerciendo alguna obra de miseri-
cordia; “como visitar a alguien que 
esté enfermo, irle a hacerle las 
compras a alguien de mayor edad, 
pagarle la cuenta a alguien que 
carezca de dinero “ o ayudarle a 
alguien a acudir a la iglesia.

Por Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 
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¿Cuándo te vimos forastero, y te dimos la bienvenida?
Hospitalidad: Tercera obra de misericordia corporal

Me divierto mucho cuando busco 
los orígenes de palabras y me pon-
go a analizarlas. Esta es una gran 
oportunidad para analizar algunas 
palabras que actualmente forman 
parte de un dialogo nacional.

Una palabra griega para foraste-
ro es “xénos”. Una palabra griega 
para miedo es “phóbos”. Al unirlas 
tienes xenofobia, la aversión o mie-
do intenso o irracional a personas 
de otros países.

En cuanto al miedo me gus-
taría compartir uno de mis versos 
preferidos de las Escrituras:

“En el amor no hay lugar para el 
temor: al contrario, el amor per-
fecto elimina el temor, porque el 
temor supone un castigo, y el que 
teme no ha llegado a la plenitud 
del amor” (1 Jn 4, 18).

Una palabra griega para el amor 
es “philos”, amigo o alguien que 
queremos y amamos. Si se combi-
na esto con la palabra griega para 
forastero obtienes, (¡Que suenen 
las trompetas!)  “philoxenos”, 
palabra griega para el amor al 
forastero o la práctica de la hospi-
talidad!

¡Me encanta jugar con palabras!
Cristo nos llama a amar y darle 

la bienvenida al extranjero entre 
nosotros. Tenemos un mandato 
bíblico para alejarnos de la xeno-
fobia y, ¡avanzar hacia philoxenos, 
hospitalidad! 

Las Sagradas Escrituras dan 
un paso más allá de ser hospita-
lario. La Biblia nos lleve a donde 
muchos no quieren ir cuando dice, 
“Practiquen la hospitalidad, sin 
quejarse” (1 P 4, 9). Esto también 
se aplica a los demás sinónimos 
para quejarse que existen. 

Cristo practicó la hospitali-

dad con sus discípulos. Estamos 
llamados a seguir su ejemplo y 
practicar la hospitalidad con los 
forasteros entre nosotros. Como 
una nación cristiana estamos 
llamados a continuar nuestra 
tradición de la hospitalidad y si 
decidimos a no seguir este camino 
al menos ser lo sufi cientemente 
honestos como para dejar de lla-
mar a nosotros mismos cristianos 
y dejar de referirnos a esta nación 
como una nación cristiana.

Cualquier debilitamiento de 
nuestra capacidad personal o 
nacional para recibir a los demás 
sería un trágico deterioro de nues-
tros valores y los valores centrales 
de nuestra nación.

Somos mejores cuando estamos 
profundamente comprometidos en 
el amor al forastero entre nosotros, 
haciendo eco de las palabras del 

poema épico de Emma Lazarus, 
“El Nuevo Coloso”, “Dadme vues-
tros rendidos, vuestros pobres, 
vuestras masas hacinadas anhel-
ando respirar en libertad”.

Somos peores cuando estamos 
bebiendo de la copa de la xenofo-
bia, racismo, nacionalismo, mis-
andria, misoginia, homofobia o 
simplemente un odio genérico.

La acogida del forastero, practi-
car la hospitalidad, no siempre es 
fácil, pero se enriquecen nuestras 
vidas, nuestras familias, nues-
tros pueblos, ciudades y naciones 
más allá de lo que nos lo podemos 
imaginar. 

Cada acto individual de hospital-
idad, acoger a una nueva persona 
o familia, está poniendo la tercera 
Obra Corporal de Misericordia en 
práctica, una oportunidad para el 
crecimiento continuo del Reino de 

Dios y el progreso de este país.
La acogida del forastero, el tratar 

a los demás seres humanos con 
hospitalidad, sienta las bases para 
que las relaciones crezcan y se de-
sarrollen. Hospitalidad promueve 
verdadera comunión con Cristo.

La mejor cada persona tiene que 
ofrecer salga más fácilmente cuan-
do la hospitalidad es el terreno 
común sobre el que caminamos, 
la hospitalidad también se puede 
traducir en “Mi casa es tu casa.”

Por desgracia, lo contrario tam-
bién es cierto. La falta de hospital-
idad, e incluso el rechazo o la per-
secución, no sólo envía a muchos 
a las sombras de la sociedad sino 
que también nos priva de sus tal-
entos y dones, nos empobreciendo 
así a todos y debilita el Cuerpo de 
Cristo.

La Iglesia se esfuerza por vivir 
los últimos versos del poema de 
Lázaro inspirados en los evange-
lios, una obra que nos habla de 
las obras de misericordia y que se 
pueden encontrar en una placa 
de bronce dentro de la sala de 
exposiciones en la Estatua de la 
Libertad.

“Enviadme a estos, los desam-
parados, sacudidos por las tem-
pestades a mí, ¡Yo elevo mi faro al 
lado de la puerta dorada!”

Es en la práctica de la hospi-
talidad, el amor al forastero, que 
nosotros, como una nación ver-
daderamente podemos decir que 
somos una ¡Nación Bajo Dios!

Entonces... ¿Cuándo te vimos 
forastero, y te dimos la bienveni-
da? 

El rey les respondió diciendo, “ 
Les aseguro que cada vez que lo 
hicieron con el más pequeño de 
mis hermanos, lo hicieron conmi-
go.”

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Papa Francisco mira a la estatua de la Libertad mientras volaba sobre el Puerto 
de Nueva York. Foto CNS/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters.

Iniciativa diócesis se orienta a ayudar residentes 
permanentes a hacerse ciudadanos de EE.UU.

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. – Cuando Teresa 
Alvarado se criaba como una de 13 hermanos en 
una casa modesta en Jalisco, México, una tra-
gedia impactó repentinamente y alteró sus vidas 
para siempre.

El trabajo de toda la vida de su padre literal-
mente se esfumó cuando la pequeña zapatería 
familiar, la única fuente de ingreso, fue destruida 
por fuego.

Los años que subsiguientes fueron una lucha 
interminable para lograr cubrir los gastos men-
suales. Finalmente, a la edad de 57 años, su 
padre, Miguel, y los hermanos mayores de ella 
migraron hacia Los Ángeles buscando trabajo 
para ayudar a sustentar la familia de 15 -- una 
decisión desgarradora que dejaba atrás a Teresa, 
su madre y los demás hermanos y hermanas.

Después de más de 15 años de trabajo en 
fábricas de Estados Unidos, Miguel y sus hijos 
pudieron fi nalmente traer el resto de la familia a 
Estados Unidos en 1975, recordó Teresa recien-
temente.

Cinco años después, tras una tremenda can-
tidad de “trabajo, sacrifi cio y ahorros”, la familia 
de Teresa abrió Northgate, pequeño mercado 
vecinal en Anaheim y subsecuentemente los 
“portones del norte” se abrieron a la familia 
González. Desde entonces el negocio ha sobre-
pasado el sueño original de su padre de un día 
tener una tienda para cada hijo; hoy día ellos 

tienen más de 40 mercados en California y Arizo-
na.

“Hemos luchado para hacer un hogar en este 
país de esperanza y oportunidades”, explicó 
Teresa, feligresa en la iglesia Our Lady of Guada-
lupe en La Habra, en la Diócesis de Orange. “A 
través del tiempo, uno a uno, nos hemos conver-
tido en ciudadanos estadounidenses porque ser 
ciudadano es esencial para salir adelante en este 
país”.

Alvarado estuvo entre cientos de personas en la 
segunda Cumbre de Inmigración anual patroci-
nada por la Arquidiócesis de Los Ángeles y varias 
diócesis del sur de California y realizada el 27 de 
febrero en la catedral Christ de la Diócesis de Or-
ange en Garden Grove. Titulada “Anfi triones del 
Inmigrante: Un llamado a la Acción”, la cumbre 
sirvió como el lanzamiento ofi cial una iniciativa 
multidiocesana con base en las parroquias para 
ayudar a los residentes permanentes a obtener 
su ciudadanía estadounidense.

Según estadísticas del Departamento de Se-
guridad Nacional, en California hay unos 2.4 
millones de hombres y mujeres elegibles para 
naturalización.

Durante su presentación, el arzobispo Gomez 
se paró al lado de “La Cruz de los Encuentros”, la 
cual él le entregó al papa Francisco en Filadelfi a 
en septiembre. Mientras el papa celebraba Misa 
en Ciudad Juárez en México el 17 de febrero, 

esa misma cruz estaba erguida al otro lado de la 
frontera en El Paso, Texas, como señal tangible 
“del ‘encuentro’ de Jesucristo y el Evangelio con 
los pueblos de las Américas”.

“Tenemos que seguir concentrados en el ‘rostro 
humano’ de la reforma de inmigración, los nom-
bres, las historias, las familias”, dijo el arzobispo. 
“Tenemos que demostrar que estos rostros de 
hoy no son distintos a los de generaciones de 
inmigrantes que vinieron antes”.

La cumbre cerró con un “Via Crucis de los 
inmigrantes”, con los participantes saliendo del 
área de la conferencia en procesión detrás de la 
Cruz de los Encuentros y entrando a un salón 
aparte de la catedral para ver una exposición de 
cruces representando el sufrimiento y las vidas 
perdidas de incontables inmigrantes que cruzan 
la frontera. Entre las “estaciones” había pert-
enencias personales selectas que se han encon-
trado en la frontera Estados Unidos-México.

La nueva iniciativa parroquial es parte del 
apoyo en curso de la Iglesia Católica a la reforma 
abarcadora de inmigración; es una respuesta al 
llamado a la acción del papa durante el Jubileo 
de la Misericordia y une la Conferencia Católica 
de Obispos de California, Caridades Católicas y 
las diócesis participantes en un esfuerzo coordi-
nado.

Torres escribe para The Tidings, periódico de la 
Arquidiócesis de Los Ángeles.
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Forgive me if I brag a little 
bit. The thing is, despite all 
the obstacles to broadcasting 
Catholic radio, OCBN has be-
come a necessary fact of life, 
and is downright popular. 

At the recent Catholic men’s 
conference, “In The Father’s 
Footsteps,” the most common 
greeting volunteers at our 
booth heard was not “I did not 
know there was Catholic radio 
in Oklahoma,” but “Hey, you 
guys are doing a great job. I 
listen every day.” 

The other example comes 
from one of our business 
sponsors, Tony, of Fresh Coat 
of Edmond. Tony called me to 
let me know that he had just 
had a request for a job quote 
from someone who had heard 
about his business on OCBN. 
It made me realize that the 
benefits of Catholic radio go 
beyond evangelization and 
extend into the day-to-day 
details of our lives. Obviously, 
our listeners know that lis-
tening to the ads can enhance 
their lives, too.
OCBN RADIOTHON

Radiothon will be April 19-
20. OCBN will suspend reg-
ularly-scheduled programs 
to broadcast live and appeal 
for funding both days from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. You will hear 
interviews with some of your 
parish priests and at least one 

conversation with an EWTN 
personality, phoning in en-
couragement for the Radio-
thon. You also can expect to 
hear from Bishop Slattery and 
Archbishop Coakley.

For the Spring Radiothon, 
OCBN is taking the matching 
challenge to the parishes. Lis-
ten during the Radiothon to 
learn your parish challenge. 
Then, call and help match the 
challenge with your donation.

Double the impact of your 
giving by donating to the 
challenge and supporting your 
parish match.
DONATIONS

Donations can be made in 
several ways. Go to www.
okcatholicbroadcasting.com 
and click on the Donate link. 
If you have any questions or 
problems making a donation 
on the website, call (405) 
255-7348 or e-mail Marlene at 
mstapp4@gmail.com.
BUSINESS OWNERS! 

Are you interested in being 
recognized in one of our spon-
sor recognition spots? Contact 
Sally Crowe Nash at (405) 
441-3798 or sallycrowenash@
gmail.com. 

If you live in an area that 
can’t pick up one of the Cath-
olic stations, you can listen 
online at www.okcatholic-
broadcasting.com and click on 
the “Listen Online” button. 

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Briefs
Visit a seminary

If you think God might be calling 
you to the priesthood and would 
like to experience fi rsthand what 
seminary life is like, we invite you 
to “Encounter With God’s Call” 
weekend, April 16-18. Christ is 
calling young men to pick up their 
cross in a life of sacrifi ce and 
generous service. Register at (405) 
721-9351, jmulligan@archokc.org. 
Go online to www.archokc.org/
vocations/home.

Jubilee pilgrimage – register 
soon

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., of St. Gregory’s Abbey 
will lead a special pilgrimage to 
Poland and Rome for the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Pilgrims will leave 
OKC July 12 and return July 23.  
The pilgrimage features visits to 
Warsaw, Czestochowa, Auschwitz, 
Cracow and the Shrine of Divine 
Mercy. The second portion of the 
pilgrimage includes major pilgrim-
age sites and basilicas of Vatican 
City and Rome, with opportuni-
ty to pass through special Holy 
Doors during the Year of Mercy. 
Contact Abbot Lawrence as soon 
as possible at (405) 878-5463, 
abbot@monksok.org.  

Catholic Day with the Dodgers
Catholic Day with the OKC 

Dodgers will be Sunday, April 17, 
at 2:05 p.m. Tickets are $13 and 
include fi eld seats, free Dodgers 
baseball hat, game program, face 
painting, infl atables, pre-game 
player autographs, post-game kids 
run the bases. Deadline March 29. 
Contact Jazmin Cogburn at (405) 
721-9220, JCogburn@ArchOKC.
org.

Catholic Advocacy Day
Catholics from across Oklahoma 

are invited to join the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City and Catholic 
Charities for Catholic Advocacy 
Day at the state Capitol, Thurs-
day, March 31, 8:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Capitol’s Blue Room. The 
event provides Catholic voters an 
opportunity to connect with law-
makers about proposed legislation 
affecting Oklahoma communities. 
catholiccharitiesok.org/events.

Returning to the Church
St. Charles Borromeo in OKC 

will host “We Welcome You,” a 
group for people who are interest-
ed in investigating returning to 
the Catholic Church. This group 
will meet at 5024 N. Grove in the 
Kastner Room from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. each Tuesday for fi ve weeks, 
beginning April 5, and ending May 
3. Contact (405) 789-4394.

World-renowned violinist 
collaborate for global cause

Violinist Kyle Dillingham and 
his band, Horseshoe Road, set to 
perform “For Mercy’s Sake Benefi t 
Concert,” Friday, April 8, at St. 
John, 900 S. Littler Ave. in Ed-
mond. Proceeds benefi t the people 
of Piura, Peru. Food truck dinner 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by concert 

at 7 p.m., includes live and silent 
auctions; door prizes. Tickets $20. 
Purchase online at www.former-
cyssake.brownpapertickets.com or 
call (800) 838-3006. 

Breakfast with Teresa Tomeo
The Women of St. John’s Spring 

Taste N See Breakfast will be with 
author and EWTN host Teresa 
Tomeo. Her talk is entitled, “Re-
ceiving God’s Abundant Mercy, 
How God’s Mercy Brought Teresa 
Back to His Church.” The event is 
Saturday, April 9, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. at St. John’s Great 
Hall. Tickets $15 (scholarships 
available). Call to reserve (405) 
340-0691 Ext. 351, by Wednes-
day, April 6. Nursery provided 
upon request. Please indicate if 
nursery is needed when making 
reservation. Contact Shelly Lam-
bertz at shellylambertz@cox.net, 
(405) 210-9740.

St. Gregory’s to host health 
science focused day for 
prospective students

St. Gregory’s University invites 
prospective students and their 
family members to experience 
Cavalier Day on Thursday, April 
14, beginning at 10 a.m. in Bene-
dictine Hall. Students and their 
families will hear from Angi Mohr, 
St. Gregory’s alumnus and chief 
nursing offi cer at St. Anthony’s 
Hospital in Shawnee, experience 
a demonstration with high fi deli-
ty mannequins, visit an anatomy 
and physiology discussion and 
the cadaver lab. Students will 
have the opportunity to visit with 
current students, tour the histor-
ic campus, learn about student 
activities and campus life and 
meet current faculty and staff 
members who can assist with the 
admissions process. Cavalier Day 
is free; lunch provided. Contact St. 
Gregory’s Admissions Department 
at (844) BE EXTRA, admissions@
stgregorys.edu or register online at 
www.stgregorys.edu/cavalierday. 

Black Tie Blue Jeans Night
St. Charles Borromeo School is 

hosting the 11th annual school 
auction on April 16 at 6 p.m. Si-
lent auctions, games, an open bar 
and a live band/DJ. Tickets $30 
per person. Contact Brooke Hall 
at (405) 596-6984, tyandtasmom@
yahoo.com.

Calf fry fundraiser
St. William in Durant is hosting 

its Fourth Annual Calf Fry Fund-
raiser Sunday, April 17, Noon to 4 
p.m., Bryan County Fairgrounds, 
Haggard Hall, 1901 S. 9. Calf 
fries and other food items served 
starting at Noon. Live auction 
starts at 1 p.m.; there will be a si-
lent auction, two raffl es and kids’ 
activities. Event to benefi t new 
education building/parish hall 
building fund. Meal tickets $20 by 
April 15; $25 at door. Hot dogs for 
kids $3. Call Ginger Lewis at (580) 
916-1438. 

Safe Environment facilitator 

New Evangelization Summit
The 2016 New Evangelization 

Summit will be held April 15-16 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center.

The annual New Evangelization 
Summit will be held in Ottawa with 
more than 40 videoconferencing 
sites, including Oklahoma City. The 
summit will connect parishes and 
support parishioners as they strive 
to live out the missionary call.

Speakers are: Author Sher-
ry Weddell; Christopher West, 
world-renowned expert in Saint 
John Paul II’s Theology of the Body; 

Dr. Peter Kreeft; Angele Regnier, 
co-founder of Catholic Christian 
Outreach; Father Raniero Cantala-
messa; Bishop Christian Riesbeck, 
auxiliary bishop of the Archdio-
cese of Ottawa; and Michael Dopp, 
founder of the New Evangelization 
Summit and president of Mission of 
the Redeemer Ministries.

The summit is $45, including 
lunch, prayer, presentations and 
music. For more information, go 
online at www.newevangelization.
ca.
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Palm Sunday of the Passion 
of the Lord.

Chrism Mass, 6 p.m. at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help.

Holy Thursday – Catholic Pas-
toral Center closed.

Good Friday – Catholic Pasto-
ral Center closed.

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday of the Resur-
rection of the Lord.

Easter Monday – Catholic 
Pastoral Center closed.

Catholic Advocacy Day at the 
state Capitol. Presentations 

begin at 8:15 a.m. Register 
online at www.catholiccha-
ritiesok.org/events or call 
Becky VanPool at (405) 523-
3003.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave. (405) 
420-2527.

April

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the CPC. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at 
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available 

prior to Mass. Mass at 7 p.m. 
Materials about First Friday 
Devotion and consecrating 
family and home to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus available 
after Mass. Contact the Offi ce 
of Family Life, (405) 721-
8944.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC, 
on the fi rst and third Satur-
days of each month. Mass at 
9:30 a.m. in the chapel with 
meetings immediately follow-
ing. Fr. Tarasisio Tumuhereze 
is the spiritual director. 
Contact Karen Banks at (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 341-2199.

Divine Mercy Sunday. Second 
Sunday of Easter.

St. Mary in Guthrie invites 
parishioners throughout 
the archdiocese to celebrate 
newly ordained Archbishop 
Peter Wells for Mass at 10:30 
a.m. with reception following. 
RSVP at (405) 282-4239.

The Secular Franciscan Order 
of St. Claire Fraternity meets 
at 1:15 p.m. the fi rst Sunday 
of the month at St. Thomas 
More, Norman, in the library. 
All are welcome. To learn how 
Francis lived, plan to attend. 
Contact Alice at (405) 473-
7680.

St. John the Baptist in Ed-
mond will show a fi lm on 
Divine Mercy at 2 p.m., and 
hold a 3 p.m. solemn Eucha-
ristic Holy Hour followed by 
refreshments.

Jobs Box
Part-time gardener

The Catholic Pastoral Center seeks 
an experienced gardener for part-
time work. Duties include planning 
and executing small scale land-
scaping operations and maintaining 
landscape of the private residences 
on the grounds. Submit resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org. Applications 
available at 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway, OKC.

Full-time cook
The Catholic Pastoral Center seeks 

an experienced cook for a full-time 

position. This position requires 
some evening and weekend work. 
The successful candidate will have a 
minimum of fi ve years experience in 
food service. Catering experience pre-
ferred. Submit resume to nlargent@
archokc.org. Applications available at 
the CPC, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, OKC.

Elementary principal
Sacred Heart Catholic School, 

OKC, seeks a principal who will be 
a faith leader as well as academic 
leader of a PreK4 – 8 school with en-

rollment of more than 200 students. 
Candidate must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing with the 
Church and have knowledge and un-
derstanding of the faith. Bilingual in 
Spanish needed. Candidates should 
have minimum of fi ve years teaching 
experience, preferably in a Catholic 
school, and a master’s degree in edu-
cation fi eld. Position effective July 1. 
For application, call (405) 721-4202.

Teachers
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in Ed-

mond is accepting applications for 

teachers for the 2016-2017 school 
year. Interested applicants should 
hold at least a bachelor’s degree in 
education with state certifi cation in 
the desired teaching area. Send re-
sume, cover letter and copy of teach-
ing certifi cate to Laura Gallagher, 
principal, at lgallagher@stjohn-cath-
olic.org or to Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, 925 S. Boulevard, Edmond 
73034. Download application packet 
at www.archokc.org/multimedia/
fi les/doc_download/294-teacher-
application-packet.
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When did we see a stranger and welcome her?
Hospitality: Third Corporal Work of Mercy

I have a lot of fun searching for 
word origins and dissecting words. 
This column is a great opportuni-
ty to breakdown a few words that 
are currently part of the national 
discourse. 

A Greek word for stranger is 
“xénos.” A Greek word for fear is 
“phóbos.” Put them together and 
you have xenophobia, which is 
that intense or irrational dislike or 
fear of people from other countries.

Regarding fear, I would like to 
share one of my favorite scripture 
verses:

“There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love drives out fear because 
fear has to do with punishment, 
and so one who fears is not yet 
perfect in love” (1 Jn 4, 18).

A Greek word for love is “philos,” 
a friend or someone dearly loved. 
If you combine this with the Greek 
word for stranger you get, (Drum 
roll please!) “philoxenos,” which is 
the Greek word for love of stranger 
or hospitality!  

I love playing with words!
Christ calls us to love and wel-

come the stranger among us. We 
have a biblical mandate to move 
away from xenophobia and move 
toward philoxenos or hospitality! 

Scripture goes one more step 
beyond just being hospitable. The 
Bible takes us where many do 
not want to go when it says, “Be 
hospitable to one another without 
complaining” (1 Pt 4, 9). This also 
applies to any other synonyms for 
complaining that you can come up 
with. 

Christ was hospitable with his 
disciples. We are called to follow 
his lead and practice hospitality 
with the strangers among us. As a 
Christian nation we are called to 
continue our tradition of hospital-
ity and if we choose not to at least 
be honest enough to stop calling 
ourselves Christian and stop refer-
ring to this nation as a Christian 
nation.

Any weakening of our personal 
or national ability to welcome oth-
ers would be a tragic deterioration 
of our, and our nation’s, central 
values. 

We are at our collective best 
when we are deeply engaged in lov-
ing the stranger among us, echo-

ing the words of Emma Lazarus’ 
epic poem, “The New Colossus,” 
“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free.”

We are at our collective worst 
when we are sipping from the cup 
of xenophobia, racism, nation-
alism, misandry, misogyny, ho-
mophobia or just generic hate.

Welcoming others, practicing 
hospitality, is not always easy, but 
it enriches our lives, our families, 
our towns, cities and nation be-
yond our wildest dreams. 

Each individual act of hospitali-
ty, the welcoming of a new person 
or family, is putting the third Cor-
poral Work of Mercy into practice, 

an opportunity for the continued 
growth of the Kingdom of God and 
progress of this country.

Welcoming others, treating fellow 
human beings with hospitality, 
sets the stage for relationships 
to grow and develop. Hospitality 
promotes true communion with 
Christ.

The best each person has to 
offer comes out more easily when 
hospitality is the common ground 
on which we walk, hospitality also 
can be translated into “Mi casa es 
tu casa.”

Sadly, the opposite also is true. 
Absence of hospitality, and even 
outright rejection or persecution, 
not only sends many into the 
shadows of society but also sends 
into hiding their talents and gifts, 
thus impoverishing us all and 
weakening the Body of Christ.  

The Church strives to live out 
the fi nal Gospel-inspired verses of 
Lazarus’ poem, a work that speaks 
about the works of mercy and that 
can be found on a bronze plaque 
inside the Statue of Liberty exhibit 
hall.

“Send these, the homeless, tem-
pest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door!”

It is in practicing hospitality, 
love of stranger, that we as a na-
tion can truly say that we are One 
Nation Under God!

So …When did we see a stranger 
and welcome him?

The king responded by saying to 
them, “Amen, I say to you, what-
ever you did for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Pope Francis looks out at the Statue of Liberty while flying over New York Harbor. 
CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano via Reuters.

Sister Mary returning to OKC, Rosary School

On Wednesday, April 6, a reception will be 
held in Oklahoma City to honor Sister Mary 
Ellen Werner, O.P. 

Sister Mary, 88, will be returning to Okla-
homa and to Rosary School after 58 years to 
accomplish part of her “bucket list.” A favorite 
of many Rosary students, she taught fourth 
grade from 1953 through 1958 under her pro-
fessed name, Sister Marie Matthias. Prior to the 
reception on Wednesday evening, Sister Mary 
will attend Mass at 2 p.m. at Saint Francis of 
Assisi, followed by a tour of Saint Francis and 
Rosary School. 

Some of Sister Mary’s former students in-
clude Catholic priests, doctors, lawyers and 
business and civic leaders. Bob Leutkemeyer, 
an alumnus of Bishop McGuinness and the 
University of Notre Dame, described her as his 
very favorite teacher during the eight years he 
attended Rosary. 

Nick Gales, an accountant in Oklahoma City, 
was a student at Rosary and remembers Sister 
Mary as being “nurturing, kind, positive and 
encouraging.”

During her visit to Oklahoma City, Sister 
Mary’s main focus will be to visit and reminisce 
with former students.

Sister Mary currently lives in Sheboygan, 
Wisc. She is a member of the Sinsinawa Do-
minicans, of Sinsinawa Mound, Wisc. For 
information on the reception, call John Bane at 

(214) 707-1121.
Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.

By Sally Linhart
For the Sooner Catholic

Sr. Mary Ellen Werner, O.P. (Sr. Marie Matthias)

Annual Spring Oblate Gatherings

Benedictine oblates will gather at St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey on Mercy Sunday, April 3. Here is the 
schedule for the day:

 
9 a.m. Registration opens in monastery foyer
10 a.m. Mass in Abbey Church
11:30 a.m. Midday prayer in Abbey Church with 

the monks, lunch in the monastic refectory
1:15 p.m. Abbot’s conference:  Mercy in the 

Rule of St. Benedict
3 p.m. Recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet in 

the Abbey Church
3:30 p.m. Vespers, Reception of Oblate Novices 

and Final Oblations in the Abbey Church.
The Day concludes with Vespers.
 
RSVP not required to attend but is appreciated 

for the preparation of lunch. RSVP at (405) 878-
5490 or lrhail@stgregorys.edu.

 Those who would like to become Oblate nov-
ices and those who wish to make Final Oblation, 
should let Lynda know or contact the Abbey be-
fore March 31 by email: abbot@monksok.org.


