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Go Make Disciples

Archbishop Coakley on newly-fi led lawsuit against HHS mandate: 
“Religious liberty encompasses more than the right to worship”

On Wednesday, March 12, Okla-
homa City became ground zero in 
the fi ght against a disputed Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
mandate.

That day, the newly-formed, 
Oklahoma-based Catholic Benefi ts 
Association – an organization com-
prised of some 200 Catholic employ-
ers from across the country – fi led 
a complaint in the United States 
District Court for the Western Dis-
trict of Oklahoma to challenge the 
mandate, which orders the majority 
of U.S. employers to provide em-
ployees with health insurance that 
covers contraception, abortifacients, 
sterilization and related counseling.

While not the fi rst lawsuit against 
the mandate, it is the fi rst class-ac-
tion suit.

In addition to the CBA, the named 
plaintiffs in this latest lawsuit in-
clude the Catholic Insurance Com-
pany (a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
the CBA), the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, All 
Saints Catholic School in Norman, 
Okla., Archbishop William E. Lori 
and the Archdiocese of Baltimore, 
the Cathedral Foundation in Balti-
more, Villa Saint Francis Catholic 
Care Center in Kansas City, Kan., 
and Good Will Publishers in North 
Carolina.

The plaintiffs contend that the 
HHS mandate violates the reli-
gious liberty of employers who are 
religiously opposed to the use of 
contraceptives, abortifacients and 
sterilization.

While religious employers are 
technically exempt from the man-
date, the administration defi nes 
“religious employer” so narrowly 

that the exemption does not protect 
all Catholic employers. Catholic 
dioceses are exempt, for example, 
but separately incorporated Catholic 
schools, nursing homes and charita-
ble organizations like Catholic Char-
ities and All Saints Catholic School 
are still subject to the mandate.

The Most Reverend Paul S. Coak-
ley, Archbishop of Oklahoma City, 
said the complaint underscores that 
the Catholic Church is not reduc-
ible to her houses of worship; the 
mission of the Church mandates 
educational and charitable works, 
as well. 

“The Catholic Church is one,” the 
archbishop said. “It is fi tting, then, 
that we should fi le this complaint. 
Even though we, as an archdio-
cese, are exempt from the so-called 
contraception mandate, several of 
our separately incorporated entities 
are not. 

“Yet, these entities were undeni-
ably founded for religious purpos-
es – to respond to the exhortations 
of Christ to preach and teach the 

truth, feed the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 
clothe the naked and visit the sick 
and in prison.

“In addition, many conscientious 
Catholics in the for-profi t sector 
are employers who wish to operate 
their businesses in accordance with 
Church teaching.”

The archbishop said none of these 
employers can in good conscience 
comply with the requirements of the 
administration in this matter.

“We as Catholics – whether in-
corporated as a diocese or a chari-
table organization – cannot in good 
conscience provide employees with 
insurance that covers contracep-
tion, abortifacients and sterilization, 
which undermine the dignity of the 
human person and the sanctity of 
human life and also jeopardize the 
physical and mental health of those 
who use them in untold ways,” he 
said.

He added that, just as the Church 
encompasses more than her houses 
of worship, religious liberty en-

compasses more than the right to 
worship.

“The U.S. Constitution and the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
safeguard our right to freely exercise 
religion, to allow religion to inform 
not merely our private beliefs, but 
also our public actions,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “It is my prayer that 
the courts will recognize that the 
federal government has no clear 
and compelling public interest that 
justifi es burdening our free exercise 
of religion by requiring us to pay 
for conscience-violating drugs and 
procedures.”

The Catholic Benefi ts Association 
exists to support and defend Cath-
olic employers who are united and 
committed in their defense of their 
First Amendment right to give wit-
ness to their Catholic faith, through 
their ministries and businesses, 
by providing their employees with 
life-affi rming health care coverage 
that is consistent with Catholic 
teaching. 

Through its subsidiary, the Cath-
olic Insurance Company, the CBA 
has arranged for health provider 
networks to assist Catholic employ-
ers in providing comprehensive, 
quality health care that honors the 
dignity of the human person.  

The nearly 200 Catholic employers 
represented by the CBA include dio-
ceses, non-profi t organizations and 
for-profi t businesses; collectively, 
they employ some 19,000 people.

More information about the CBA 
and the CIC is available at www.
lifeaffi rmingcare.com.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director 
of communications for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. 

Much of the information in this 
story was drawn from offi cial press 
releases and wire reports.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

People at a rally outside the Department of Health and Human Services in Washing-
ton. CNS photo/Bob Roller.

Annual archdiocesan-wide Rite of Election attracts about 768

Candidate Donna Tom for Corpus Christi parish, OKC, greets Archbishop Coakley.

On Sunday, March 9, the fi rst Sunday 
of Lent, some 768 men and women from 
across the archdiocese attended three 
separate ceremonies at the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma 
City to profess their desire to enter the 
Catholic Church.

Of these 768 individuals, about 283 
are “catechumens” – persons who have 
never been baptized and are preparing 
to receive all the sacraments of initiation 
(Baptism, Confi rmation and Holy Eu-
charist) during the Easter Vigil on Holy 
Saturday at their respective parishes.

The remaining 485 are “candidates” – 
persons who are baptized Christians but 
not Roman Catholics who wish to come 
into full communion with the Church. 
On Holy Saturday, they will profess their 

                         continued on page 7
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

 The fi rst-ever Oklahoma 
Religious Vocations Fes-
tival is March 28 to March 
29. Read more about this 
momentous event at www.
soonercatholic.com and look 
for coverage after the event, 
as well!

“The Passion of the 
Christ,” Mel Gibson’s block-
buster retelling of Jesus’ fi nal 
hours, will make its commer-
cial television premiere on 
the UP television network at 
8 p.m. CST on Palm Sun-
day, April 13, 2014. Details 
online.

Read additional commen-
tary from Catholic colum-
nists around the country, in-
cluding a recent column from 
Father Robert Barron on 
the relationship between 
Catholicism and science.

The archdiocesan Offi ce of 
Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry hosted a Young Adult 
Spring Day of Refl ection 
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day, March 22, at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center. Coverage 
of the event online.

The eighth annual Okla-
homa Catholic Women’s 
Conference is April 5, 2014, 
at the Reed Center in Mid-
west City. Speakers include 
Tom Peterson, Pat Gohn, 
Jamie Biller, Maura Byrne 
and Lorryn McGarry. Learn 
more about what the day has 
to offer you at soonercatholic.
com.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar. 
March 23 – Confi rmation, 8:30 a.m., Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Calumet
March 25 – Catholic Advocacy Day, 8 a.m., Oklahoma State Capitol
March 26 – Priests Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 26 – Personnel Board Meeting, 11 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 26 – Vocations Board Meeting, 1 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 26 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Church of Saint Mary, Ponca City
March 27 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., Bishop John Carroll School
March 27 – Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ces
March 27 – Meeting with Metro Area Priests – Metro Hispanic Initiative, 1:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 28 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Saint John the Baptist Church, Edmond
March 29 – Mass for Vocations Festival, 4 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
March 29 – BirthChoice Life of the Party Event, 6 p.m., Skirvin Hilton, Oklahoma City
March 30 – Confi rmation, 10:45 a.m., Saint Francis of Assisi Church, Newkirk
April 2 – School Mass and classroom visits, Saint Mary School, Ponca City
April 2 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Chandler
April 3 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., Saints Peter and Paul Church, Hobart
April 4 – Dinner with Retired Priests, 6 p.m., Saint Joseph Church, Norman
April 5 – Oklahoma Catholic Women’s Conference, 8 a.m., Reed Center, Midwest City
April 5 – Confi rmation, 4 p.m., Saint Teresa of Avila Church, Harrah
April 6 – Confi rmation, 10:30 a.m., Church of Saint Mary, Guthrie
April 6 – Scout Awards Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Lent is the season when the insistent call to con-
version echoes powerfully through the Scriptures, 
prayers and hymns of the Church’s liturgy. It is a 
season of grace and renewal.  Recently, I was deeply 
moved by the faith of the 800 or so individuals who 
participated in the three celebrations of the Rite of 
Election at Our Lady’s Cathedral.  These are men 
and women who are responding to the Lord’s call to 
conversion and preparing to enter the Church at the 
Easter Vigil.  They are a sign for the whole Church of 
the Lord’s continuing labors in our midst.

During the season of Lent, Jesus invites each of us 
to repent and believe.  Conversion is not a one-time 
event.  It is a lifelong process leading us deeper into 
the mystery of Christ, who reveals and shares the 
Father’s love for us in his death and resurrection.  

The journey of conversion draws us into the Heart 
of Christ.  But precisely from that interior space it 
also moves us outward to share the good news with 
others.  This is the work of evangelization. It is our 
work as missionary disciples to share what we have 
received.  As Pope Francis writes in The Joy of the 
Gospel, “The word of God constantly shows us how 
God challenges those who believe in him ‘to go forth.’  
Each Christian and every community must discern 
the path that the Lord points out, but all of us are 
asked to obey his call to go forth from our own com-
fort zone in order to reach all the ‘peripheries’ in need 
of the light of the Gospel” (20).

Abraham, our father in faith, was the fi rst to receive 
that call, as we heard in the fi rst Scripture reading of 
the Second Sunday of Lent: “Go forth from the land 
of your kinfolk and from your father’s house to a 
land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great 
nation….  All the communities of the earth shall fi nd 
blessing in you” (Gen 12:1-4).

Abraham was summoned beyond his comfort zone, 
as are we.  What are our comfort zones?  Last week-
end, I was in Guymon for Mass and Confi rmation.  
I was struck by the ethnic diversity of the parish 
community. The promise to Abraham is being fulfi lled 
dramatically in that community, which is a micro-
cosm of our archdiocese and the whole Church.  The 
Church is a community of many nations, languag-
es, races and peoples who are united by a common 

faith in Jesus Christ and 
his Gospel of salvation.  
Father Wheelahan, pastor 
of Saint Peter the Apos-
tle Parish in Guymon, 
told me that there are 26 
languages spoken in that 
city on the Panhandle.  
The parish is served by a 
priest from India, another 
from Colombia and one 
from Oklahoma.  The two 
principal languages of the parish are English and 
Spanish, but there is also a signifi cant Guatema-
lan community, some of whose members speak only 
Quiche, their native Mayan language.  

In spite of the challenges, indeed the messiness, 
that all of these differences entail, the parish is 
fl ourishing.  They have not drunk the deadly Kool-Aid 
which resists adapting to new challenges by saying, 
“But we have always done it this way.”  It is fl our-
ishing because the conversion taking place in that 
parish, as in many other parishes and communities, 
is what Pope Francis calls a “pastoral conversion.”  It 
is a willingness to examine and adapt the ways we 
are willing to serve the needs of those we are sent to 
serve.  Pastoral conversion has to accompany person-
al conversion if we are to be effective as missionary 
disciples, that is, if we are to live out our Gospel man-
date: Go make disciples.

The Holy Father writes in The Joy of the Gospel, “I 
dream of a ‘missionary option,’ that is, a missionary 
impulse capable of transforming everything, so that 
the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times 
and schedules, languages and structures can be suit-
ably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world 
rather than for her self-preservation.  The renewal 
of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can 
only be understood in this light: as part of an effort to 
make them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary 
pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and 
open, to inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire 
to go forth in this way to elicit a positive response 
from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship 
with him” (27).

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Conversion and mission

Seminary Burses
A $100 donation was made to the 

Father Kirk Larkin Seminary Burse in 
honor of Rosealie Larkin.

Three $100 donations were made to 
the Father Kirk Larkin Seminary Burse 

by anonymous donors.

A $100 donation was made to the Fa-
ther Gerald Ucker Seminary Burse by 

W. Henry Looby and Steven M. Kotlarz.

A donation was made to the Father 
Stanley Rother Seminary Burse in 

memory of Ed Weisenburger.

A $1000 donation was given to the 
Father Clement Pribil Seminary Burse 
by George and Nola Pribil in memory of 

their nephew Father Clement Pribil.

To make a donation to a Seminar-
ian Burse, mail a check to the Voca-
tions Offi ce Attn: Seminarian Burse, 
P.O. Box 32180, OKC, OK 73123. 
Make the check out to the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City and in the 
memo write which Burse it is for and 
if it is to remain anonymous.
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Get a pocket Bible, read it during your commute, pope recommends

ROME — If you get a seat on a 
crowded bus, you should use your 
travel time to read a few lines from 
the Bible, Pope Francis told mem-
bers of a suburban parish fi lled 
with people who commute to Rome 
for work.

“A Christian’s fi rst task is to 
listen to the word of God, to listen 
to Jesus, because he speaks to 
us and saves us with his word,” 
the pope said March 16 during a 
homily at the parish of Santa Ma-
ria dell’Orazione on the northeast 
outskirts of Rome.

Everyone should carry a small 
Bible or pocket edition of the 
Gospels and should fi nd at least a 
few minutes every day to read the 
word of God, Pope Francis said.

The pope suggested a bus-ride 
reading of the Gospels, when pos-
sible, “because many times on the 
bus we’re packed in and have to 
maintain our balance and defend 
our pockets” from pickpockets, he 
said. “But when you have a seat” 
on the bus or a minute or so free 
somewhere else, “pick up the Gos-
pel and read a few words.”

Preaching on the Gospel story 
of Jesus’ transfi guration, Pope 
Francis focused on the words the 

disciples heard when they were on 
Mount Tabor with Jesus: “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him.”

God tells the disciples and all 
followers of Jesus to listen to his 
son “to nourish our faith,” the 
pope said. “He makes our faith 
more robust and stronger with his 
word.”

People listen to the radio, to tele-
vision and to gossip throughout 
the day, but “do we take a bit of 
time each day to listen to Jesus?” 

Pope Francis asked.
The Church of Santa Maria 

dell’Orazione, inaugurated in 
2002, was packed for the pope’s 
Mass. Hundreds of people lined 
the streets leading to the church to 
watch the pope pass by, and many 
residents went on the roofs of 
neighboring apartment buildings 
to get a glimpse of him.

Pope Francis began his evening 
visit to the parish with the young-
er generation. Father Francesco 
Bagala, pastor, told the Vatican 

newspaper the parish has more 
than 100 infant baptisms each 
year, and 450 young people are in 
classes preparing for fi rst Com-
munion or confi rmation. The pope 
also met with the sick and people 
with disabilities and heard confes-
sions before Mass.

After the Mass, he went on to 
the rooftop terrace of the church 
to greet the hundreds of people 
gathered outside. He asked them 
to pray for him that he would be 
a good bishop and not make too 
many mistakes.

Earlier in the day, leading the 
recitation of the Angelus with 
visitors in St. Peter’s Square, Pope 
Francis asked members of the 
crowd to commit to reading a few 
lines of the Gospel each day. “Next 
Sunday tell me if you’ve done this 
(and) if you have a little Bible in 
your pocket or purse to read a 
passage during the day.”

“This is important,” he said. “It’s 
Jesus who speaks to us in the 
Gospel. Think about that.”

Pope Francis also asked peo-
ple in the square to pray for the 
passengers and crew members — 
and their families — of Malaysian 
Airlines fl ight that went missing 
March 8 after taking off from Kua-
la Lumpur on the way to Beijing.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis addresses parishioners during a visit to the parish of Santa Maria 
dell’Orazione on the outskirts of Rome March 16. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 

Pope Francis’ appeal not measurable yet in church attendance

WASHINGTON — Pope Francis’ popularity be-
gan immediately after his March 13, 2013, elec-
tion when he walked onto the balcony and hum-
bly greeted the crowd in St. Peter’s Square.

His appeal has been on a fast track ever since, 
causing many to speculate a possible “Francis 
effect” of increased numbers of Catholics going to 
church.

Although there has been anecdotal evidence of 
a resurgence of interest in the church since the 
pope’s election, it may still be too early to see if 
this interest translates to new or returning mem-
bers to the fold.

A Pew Research Center report released March 
6 reiterates what most people likely realize: Pope 
Francis is immensely popular among U.S. Cath-
olics — so much so that eight in 10 have a fa-
vorable view of him. But according to the poll’s 
results, the pope’s popularity has not brought 
more people to Mass or the sacraments.

The polling — conducted Feb. 14-23 among 
1,821 adults nationwide that included 351 Cath-
olics — found no change in the number of Amer-
icans — 22 percent — who identify themselves 
as Catholic now and those who did prior to the 
election of Pope Francis. The data also found no 
change in self-reported rates of weekly Mass at-
tendance among Catholics, which the report said 
remains at 40 percent.

The survey, “Catholics View Pope Francis as a 
Change for the Better,” also did not fi nd evidence 
that Catholics are volunteering or going to confes-
sion more often now than in the previous year but 
it did fi nd that seven in 10 U.S. Catholics see Pope 
Francis representing a major change in direction 
for the church. It also showed that during the past 
year 26 percent of Catholics have become “more 
excited” about their Catholic faith and 40 percent 
of Catholics have been praying more often.

The poll, conducted by landline and cellphones, 
has an overall margin of error of plus or minus 2.6 
percentage points.

The margin of error in this poll and others is 
one factor that makes it diffi cult to fully measure 

the “Francis effect,” according to Mark Gray, 
director of Catholic polls and a research associ-
ate at Georgetown University’s Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate, or CARA.

He noted in a blog last December that although 
Pope Francis’ popularity could be bringing people 
back to church, it may be in smaller numbers 
than would cause a poll to fl uctuate.

In the blog, he said, it’s “really too early to 
know anything more than anecdotes,” but he told 
Catholic News Service Feb. 27 that CARA will have 
more evidence to measure the pope’s impact on 
the pews once it receives the 2013 data on sacra-
mental practice from the Offi cial Catholic Direc-
tory this summer. This data will enable CARA to 
make comparisons with previous years without 
margins of error since the numbers are directly 
from church records of baptisms, marriages, and 
other sacraments and rites.

Some observers told CNS that the pope’s impact 
shouldn’t be measured in returning Catholics, 
but in the restored image of the Catholic Church 
since Pope Francis was elected and the number 
of Catholics who feel proud of their faith again. 
Others say the measurement of the pope’s impact 

will take at least another year, and might be more 
noticeable after the synod on the family this fall.

Eileen Burke-Sullivan, associate theology pro-
fessor at Creighton University in Omaha, Neb., 
said she has visited with Catholic lay leaders and 
deacons in recent parish presentations, where she 
has heard stories of adult children, inspired by the 
example of Pope Francis, wanting to come back to 
the church.

“I think there is a bounce right now,” but the 
key is what they will fi nd when they return: “Will 
it be different, or the same old same old?” she told 
CNS March 4.

She said parishes can act on the momentum 
generated by the pope by following his example of 
consultation.

Burke-Sullivan, who holds the Barbara Reardon 
Heaney Endowed Chair in pastoral liturgical the-
ology at Creighton, said parishes should consider 
taking on serious studies and prayerful refl ections 
of what they want to do differently to attract peo-
ple and not drive them away and also how they 
can be more of a “fi eld hospital” after battle as 
Pope Francis has described the church.

But even as local parish leaders — and pollsters 
— try to fi gure out what the pope’s appeal means, 
church leaders don’t deny that they have seen a 
ripple effect from the pope’s example, which they 
say should ultimately point to God.

Bishop Rodolfo Wirz Kraemer of Maldonado, 
president of the Uruguayan bishops’ conference, 
told CNS there has not been an automatic or 
immediate increase in Mass attendance since the 
pope’s election. “There is a growth but it is a slow 
process.”

“What I have seen is a renewal ... a greater inter-
est of the people for the gospel, for the church ... 
for Christ,” he added.

Bishop Guilherme Werlang of Ipameri, president 
of the Brazilian bishops’ commission for justice 
and peace, had a similar reaction.

“I think it’s too early to state that there has been 
an increase in participation. What we can say is 
that at this fi rst moment of enthusiasm, there has 
been a greater number of people at Masses ... but 
we want people to return to the church because of 
Christ not because of the pope.”

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

Pope Francis greets people as he arrives for Mass at the 
parish of Santa Maria dell’Orazione on the outskirts of 
Rome March 16. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Just war revisited and revitalized
Every once in a while, a truly special book comes 

down the theological pike: a book both scholarly and 
well-written, a book that stretches the imagination, 
a book that changes the state of a discussion, if it’s 
taken with the seriousness it deserves. The late Ser-
vais Pinckaers’ Sources of Christian Ethics was such 
a book. So was N.T. Wright’s The Resurrection of the 
Son of God. Now comes Nigel Biggar’s In Defense of 
War (Oxford University Press). Biggar’s careful moral 
reasoning offers a model that, if followed, would deep-
en and mature the Christian discussion of the ethics 
of war and peace. And, if I may say, his book ought 
especially to be read by those who, at fi rst blush, will 
be shocked or even appalled by its title. 

Nigel Biggar, Regius Professor of Moral and Pastoral 
Theology at Oxford and director, there, of the McDon-
ald Center for Theology, Ethics and Public Life, is not 
well-known to American readers, save among that 
shrinking band of Catholic and evangelical thinkers 
who take the classic just war theory seriously and 
work to develop it in light of the realities of 21st cen-
tury politics and technology. He is no ivory tower don, 
however, and in the bracing introduction to his book, 
he lays his cards squarely on the table.

“This is the dilemma: on the one hand going to war 
causes terrible evils, but on the other hand not going 
to war permits them,” he writes. “Whichever horn one 
chooses to sit on, the sitting should not be comfort-
able. Allowing evils to happen is not necessarily inno-
cent, any more than causing them is necessarily cul-
pable. Omission and commission are equally obliged to 
give an account of themselves. Both stand in need of 
moral justifi cation.” 

Throughout his book, Biggar, a close student of 
both military history and the just war way of thinking, 

inveighs “against the virus of wishful 
thinking.” And while he is appropriately 
critical of the wishful thinking of those 
prepared to give political and military 
leaders a moral blank check in times of 
war, Biggar understands that that form 
of moral irresponsibility is not a ma-
jor problem in the Christian churches 
today (as it was, say, during World War 
I). No, the prevalent Christian wishful 
thinking today is that which imagines 
there to be just solutions to the evils caused  by mur-
derous men like Slobodan Milosevic, Saddam Hussein, 
Bashar al-Assad, and the Iranian mullahs without the 
effective threat, or the effective use, of proportionate 
and discriminate armed force.

That wishful thinking is the result of several bad 
ideas that Nigel Biggar confronts with Christian in-
tellectual vigor: the bad idea that radical pacifi sm is 
implicit in the Gospel and was normative in the early 
Church; the bad idea that moral authority to wage war 
today is held by the United Nations alone; the bad idea 
that contemporary international law adequately re-
fl ects the moral reasoning of the just war tradition; the 
bad idea that the prudential norms within the just war 
tradition (like “last resort”) trump other considerations. 

Biggar shares my longstanding concern that much 
of the Christian leadership of the West is functionally 
pacifi st today. If Nigel Biggar’s book gets churchmen 
thinking seriously about war and peace again, that 
might change. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. His column is 
distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the offi cial 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver.

By George 
Weigel

How should the Church respond to modern atheism?
Within the biblical witness, there is an almost off 

handed hostility to atheism. The fool has said in his 
heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have 
done abominable works, there is none that is good 
(Psalm 14:1). To the ancient Hebrews, the great events 
of their history, especially the exodus from Egypt, ren-
dered the denial of God to be an absurd contradiction of 
humanity’s utter dependence on the divine.

The rise of atheistic culture, with its pretension that 
science has provided an intellectual structure by which 
man may live free of the supernatural, presents the 
Church with an unprecedented challenge. The most 
urgent question of our time is whether humanity is 
in need of faith and whether the remaining vestiges of 
faith have a rightful place within the public sphere. The 
hostility of Scripture notwithstanding, the Church’s 
response to the spread of unbelief must go beyond the 
recitation of Scripture.

Pope Francis appears to appreciate the scope of the 
challenge and has signaled a willingness to incorporate 
the atheistic movement into the dialogue the Church 
seeks with men and women of good will. The pope has 
even suggested that atheists who work for the common 
good enjoy the same hope for salvation as theists. (What 
isn’t clear is whether the good-hearted atheists desire 
salvation.)

While there is no doubt that some atheists are willing 
to partner with the Church to combat the cruelty of pov-
erty and other miseries, the Church should be bravely 
realistic. Many of the militant atheists who enjoy fame 
in our day and age have no desire to dialogue with an 
institution of faith because they deem faith a pernicious 
superstition that must be ridiculed and eradicated. 
(See, for example, the work of Richard Dawkins and the 
work of the late Christopher Hitchens, who called Moth-
er Teresa a ‘phony.’)

The danger of a response limited to dialogue and 
small charity projects is that it concedes an equality 
between faith and faithlessness, as if the two stances 
may be seen as ‘partners.’  Yet the very core of our faith 
rests on a belief that man exists in the world to fi nd and 
come to know God. From a Catholic perspective, the 
rise of atheistic culture is a tremendous human tragedy. 

I would argue that, in addition to (limited) dialogue, 
the Church should respond to the challenge of atheism 
in three distinct ways. 

First, because atheism has made science its idol, the 

Church should embrace, advocate for, 
fund and celebrate scientifi c research 
and education. We must make it clear 
that, unlike fundamentalists, we are 
comfortable with the scientifi c model and 
that, unlike atheists, we are confi dent 
that science will lead humanity toward 
God, not away from him. Few Catholics 
know that the scientist who fi rst posited 
the theory of the ‘Big Bang’ was a Catho-
lic priest. Clearly, we are in need of more 
scientist priests and women religious. 
We should also encourage a shift away from theologies 
long dependent on psychology and sociology (no offense 
to those disciplines) and toward theologies that under-
stand and embrace the lofty and elegant insights of 
mathematics and physics.

Second, the Church must concentrate more of its 
ministry resources on evangelizing academic communi-
ties. Many of our college students report that they are 
reluctant to speak of their faith on college campuses 
because faith is so widely discredited. This silence is 
putting many of our young people at risk for at least 
functional atheism. If we allow this generation to fall 
headlong into unbelief, the Church will soon fi nd itself 
marginalized. Lay people who hold advanced degrees 
should be encouraged to speak more often of their faith 
and should be given leadership positions within the 
Church.

Third, and perhaps controversial, the Church must 
become more assertive about protecting the legal rights 
of people of faith. Many of the future battles between 
atheism and faith will occur in court rooms. The atheist 
agenda has been made distressingly clear: sweep public 
life clean of religion. People of faith will lose their exist-
ing rights to be religious in their private and public lives 
unless the Church learns to engage in and win legal 
battles. 

The biblical ‘fool’ is a man or woman without ex-
istence beyond their own delusional trust in self. A 
culture built on the folly of atheism is, as Pope Bene-
dict observed, a culture without a future. The Church’s 
response to the atheism of our time must be a vigorous 
defense of faith and a vigorous defense of the humanity 
that only faith can preserve.

Father James A. Goins is the pastor of Saint Thomas 
More University Parish in Norman.

By Fr. James A. 
Goins
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Saint Gregory’s panelists on critical life issues: 
Dignity of the person is paramount

Church’s defi nitions of 
life and death relevant to 
diffi cult decisions about 
life support for patients 
declared “brain dead”

Medical cases involving eutha-
nasia have seemingly been all 
over the news recently. In Texas, a 
man fought to have his pregnant 
wife and unborn child removed 
from ventilators after the hospital 
pronounced his wife “brain dead,” 
arguing his wife wouldn’t want to 
be kept alive that way. At the oppo-
site end of the spectrum, in Cal-
ifornia, a mother recently fought 
a hospital to keep her thirteen 
year-old daughter on ventilators 
when the hospital declared the 
daughter “brain dead” following 
complications during a tonsillecto-
my.  These situations demonstrate 
how important it is for Catholics to 
understand what terms like “brain 
dead” mean, as well as what the 
Church teaches on the subject. 

On March 14, the Pro-Life team 
at Saint Gregory ‘s University 
hosted a panel to help attendees do 
just that.

Lauren Mach, vice president of 
the Pro-Life team, explained why 
the group decided to put together 
the panel, which addressed various 
aspects of euthanasia and Church 
teaching: “An understanding of 
these issues can help all of us stu-
dents, and those that live in com-
munity, to be aware if we ever deal 
with this in the lives of our friends 
and our family members.”

Sean M. Connolly, Ph.D., assis-
tant professor of theology and phi-
losophy at Saint Gregory’s, started 
the panel by addressing Church 
teaching. He used Pope John Paul 
II’s Address to the International 
Congress on Life-Sustaining Treat-
ments and Vegetative States to il-
lustrate that the Church’s teaching 
on euthanasia is rooted in its clear 
teaching on personhood: “A man, 

even if seriously ill or disabled in 
the exercise of his highest func-
tion, is and always will be a man, 
and he will never become a ‘vegeta-
ble’ or an ‘animal’.” Connolly added 
that all people have a right to basic 
healthcare, and that includes food 
and water as a natural means of 
preserving life. 

As for ventilation, however, Con-
nolly explained that there is no one 
approach to knowing what “death” 
is and therefore the answer, under 
Church teaching, is ambiguous.  
But he also made clear his view 
that, in situations where there is 
ambiguity, it is important to err 
on the side of life.  “There is no 
one answer. But, where there is 
uncertainty,” he said “it is always 
best to err on the side of caution.”  
Thus Connolly urged that principle 
must be combined, in individual 
circumstances, with the virtue of 
prudence. 

Don Skinner-Noble, Ph.D., assis-
tant professor of biology at Saint 
Gregory’s, continued the discus-
sion by stating that medicine and 
science bring tools to measure 
brain death, which give guidance 
on how to proceed. 

The United States Catholic 
Conference of Bishops agrees and 
states, “The determination of death 
should be made by the physician 
or competent medical authority 
in accordance with responsible 
and commonly accepted scientifi c 
criteria.” 

Father Boniface Copelin, OSB, 

agreed, but cautioned that in order 
to declare brain death all three 
parts of the brain have to show no 
function and no potential for recov-
ery, including the brain stem. 

“Death is separation of soul and 
body,” he explained. “We need 
science to make that determination 
on a physical level.”

Connolly added, “Death is not 
determined by one thing, by these 
scientifi c things; these things 
merely can be indicators of death, 
but it is not absolute.”

In his address to the Transplan-
tation Society in 2000, Blessed 
Pope John Paul II discussed the 
ambiguity put forth when de-
termining death: “It is helpful to 
recall that the death of the person 
is a single event, consisting in the 
total disintegration of that uni-
tary and integrated whole that is 
the personal self. It results from 
the separation of the life-principle 
(or soul) from the corporal reality 
of the person. The death of the 
person, understood in this primary 
sense, is an event which no scien-
tifi c technique or empirical method 
can identify directly.”

Blessed Pope John Paul II noted, 
though, that there are ways sci-
entists can determine a biological 
death. 

“Yet human experience shows 
that once death occurs certain 
biological signs inevitably follow, 
which medicine has learnt to rec-
ognize with increasing precision,” 
he said. “In this sense, the ‘crite-

ria’ for ascertaining death used by 
medicine today should not be un-
derstood as the technical-scientifi c 
determination of the exact moment 
of a person’s death, but as scientif-
ically secure means of identifying 
the biological signs that a person 
has indeed died.”

In these circumstances, the 
Church looks to the legitimate 
fi nding of science to help aid in 
the prudential and ethical moral 
solutions. 

Blessed Pope John Paul II states, 
“Therefore a health-worker profes-
sionally responsible for ascertain-
ing death can use these criteria in 
each individual case as the basis 
for arriving at that degree of as-
surance in ethical judgment which 
moral teaching describes as ‘moral 
certainty.’ This moral certainty is 
considered the necessary and suf-
fi cient basis for an ethically correct 
course of action.”

During the panel, Abbot Law-
rence Stasyszen, O.S.B., said the 
imperative thing to understand 
when making these decisions is the 
importance of the human person. 

“We must have a desire to pur-
sue the dignity of the human 
person,” he said. “With prudence 
we must listen to the voice of the 
physician, that balanced with an 
ethicist and the family.”

The panel was moderated by 
Marcel Brown, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of humanities and direc-
tor of Academic Success Center. 

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops states that the 
top priority is to offer pastoral care 
for patients. “Above all, as a wit-
ness to its faith, a Catholic health 
care institution will be a commu-
nity of respect, love, and support 
to patients or residents and their 
families as they face the reality of 
death.”

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a free-
lance writer with a background in 
development, sales, fashion and 
new media. She holds a degree in 
journalism from the University of 
Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic

Saint Gregory’s panelists tackled a diffi cult topic March 14.

Archdiocesan leaders advance goals related to priorities in fi ve-year plan
It has been a little more than fi ve months 

since Archbishop Paul Coakley proclaimed “Go 
Make Disciples” as the vision of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City and introduced “New 
Evangelization,” “Faith Formation” and “His-
panic Ministry” as the top three archdiocesan 
priorities.

A handful of archdiocesan leaders have spent 
the greater part of the last fi ve months prayer-
fully devising practical ways to realize that 
vision and support those priorities.

New Evangelization
Since her arrival in the archdiocese fi ve 

months ago, Carole Brown, Ph.D., director of 
New Evangelization, has been gradually get-
ting her fi nger on the pulse of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, meeting key leaders among 
clergy and laity, visiting parishes and building 
relationships.  

She has utilized numerous opportunities to 
communicate with key faith formators some of 

the core concepts of the New Evangelization: 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, in-
tentional discipleship and the need to develop 
cultural conditions in the parish that favor the 
conscious personal conversion of the baptized.  

“The hope would be the normalization of each 
person making an explicit and sustained act of 
self-entrustment to the Lord,” Brown said. 

Brown is presently test-piloting a small-
group discipleship process for adults. She has 
prepared a study guide for the archbishop’s 
pastoral letter, “Go Make Disciples,” which is 
available for download at www.archokc.org or 
at www.fl ocknote.com/archokc. Along with the 
New Evangelization page on the archdiocesan 
website, she maintains a regular blog on the 
New Evangelization, where she posts articles, 
videos and other resources from some of the 
leading thinkers on the New Evangelization in 
the U.S.  (www.newevangelizationokc.blogspot.
com).   

She is also preparing a number of written 

resources to assist in evangelization. Over the 
summer, she plans to prepare a series of videos 
to teach key evangelistic skills such as rela-
tional evangelization, the effective proclamation 
of the core message of the gospel (Kerygmatic 
proclamation) and the ability to give personal 
testimony. Those videos will be available on-
line. Tentative plans for a Summer Leadership 
Summit on the New Evangelization are also 
underway.

Faith Formation
Meanwhile, an archdiocesan committee ded-

icated to transforming adolescent catechesis 
– spearheaded by Pat Koenig, archdiocesan 
director of Religious Education – has also been 
busy.

The committee introduced the Transform-
ing Adolescent Catechesis process to pastors 
through the Priests’ Council and to parish rep-
resentatives through meetings. The committee 
is still recruiting some parishes to consider 

                 continued on page 
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Meet Our 
Seminarians

This is the 20th part in a 24-part 
series to introduce the seminar-
ians of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City to the people they will 
one day serve as priests.

Deacon Christopher 
Brashears

1.What is your home parish? Saint Joseph, 
Blackwell, Oklahoma

2. What seminary do you attend? Pontifi cal 
North American College 

3. If it is God’s will, what year will you be 
ordained a priest? This year… 2014.

4. How old were you when you fi rst thought 
that God might be calling you to the priest-
hood? First thoughts, maybe 5 or so.  How-
ever, it was somewhat shelved until I was 
26.  

5. What is your favorite subject in the sem-
inary? I love philosophy, almost to no end; 
however, I’m now studying Canon Law and 
loving it. 
 
6. What is the most important thing you have 
learned in the seminary so far?   Mercy and 
justice are never exclusive. 
 
7. What do you look forward to most about 
becoming a priest? Becoming a tool for 
building up the Kingdom of God, especially 
through the consecration of the Eucharist.  

8. Who is your favorite saint? Saint Edmond 
Campion.  During the persecution of the 
Catholics in England, he risked his life daily 
to celebrate the Mass for the faithful who 
risked their lives to receive the precious 
Body and Blood.  

9. Name one thing that every Catholic needs 
to know. 
God is greater than: ___________.  

10. Describe your relationship with Christ. 
He is my King; I bow before Him.  He has 
given me all that I have.  He has placed me 
within His courts.  I will serve my King; I 
will fi ght for His Kingdom.  

11. Why choose a life of sacrifi cial love in 
any vocation rather than a life of self-gratifi -
cation? Self-gratifi cation is hell on earth.  It 
is the ever-growing monster with an un-
quenchable appetite.  The more you feed 
that monster, the more it consumes and 
gobbles up: money, food, time, friendships, 
family, etc.  Even if it were to consume 
everything, it will still be hungering.  With 
sacrifi cial love, no matter how small the act, 
love multiplies and satisfi es the longings we 
have.  The person who lives sacrifi cial love 
fi nds fulfi llment when others are fi lled with 
love.  

Eight parishes will host expositions 
of the relics of the saints

At Mass, the faithful participate in the 
heavenly liturgy “with all the Angels and 
Saints.” Catholics hope to be with God, in 
the company of the saints, at the end of their 
earthly life. Right now, the people of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City can experience 
God’s presence by venerating the earthly re-
mains of the Apostles, Saint Francis of Assisi, 
Saint Thomas More, Saint Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton and Saint Edith Stein all in one place: the 
Treasures of the Church exposition, coming 
to the archdiocese March 25 to April 2.

The exposition will visit parishes in Okla-
homa City, Ponca City, Woodward and many 
more cities, as well as the Catholic high 
schools of Mount Saint Mary and Bishop Mc-
Guinness.

Father Carlos Martins, a member of the re-
ligious community Companions of the Cross, 
heads this ministry. At each exposition, he 
offers a catechesis on the theological signif-
icance of relics and veneration of the saints. 
According to a video posted on his website, 
attendees are then invited to participate in 
the “walk of the saints” in which they may 
venerate the relics of more than 150 saints 
and martyrs.

Relics are the bodies, or parts of the bodies, 
of saints. Objects that belonged to the saints, 
such as clothing, are also relics.

Relics of Saint Peter and the rest of the 
Twelve are among the foremost in the exposi-
tion (Matthias is the twelfth, not Judas). The 
relics of Saint Paul and the Evangelists Luke 
and Mark are also present. From theological 
geniuses like Augustine, Thomas Aquinas 
and Benedict, to the humble Bernadette, 
Therese of Lisieux and Blessed Mother Te-
resa, the exposition showcases diverse ap-
proaches to holiness.

There are even fragments of the True Cross 
and a piece of a veil worn by Mary. A full list 
is available at www.treasuresofthechurch.
com.

Veneration of relics stirs up serious skep-
ticism in modern times. Visible exposition of 
relics is not widespread in churches in the 
United States, though it is commonplace in 
Central and South America and throughout 
Europe. Many ask, with reason, how can 
anyone be sure that these are true relics and 
not hoaxes?

To really delve into the Catholic viewpoint 
on relics, the Vatican website offers the doc-
ument “Directory on Popular Piety and the 
Liturgy,” compiled by the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sac-
raments, and approved by Blessed Pope John 
Paul II in 2001 (whose relics, incidentally, 
are also able to be viewed at the exposition). 
In Chapter VI on “Veneration of the Saints 
and the Beatifi ed,” section 237 urges local 
churches to ensure the authenticity of relics 
and prevent superstition or abuse regarding 
them. This would include the buying and 
selling of relics.

Catholics venerate the relics of the saints 
because these men and women were beloved 
by the Lord and because imitation of their 
lives can bring the faithful closer to God. 
In addition, the saints can intercede for the 
living before God. To this end, those who at-
tend the expositions are invited to bring holy 
cards, rosaries or other “articles of devotion,” 
as well as pictures of loved ones who are ill, 
to touch to the reliquaries “as a means of 
intercession.”

Brianna Osborne is a staff writer for the 
Sooner Catholic and the editor of the Sooner 

Catholic enewsletter, available at https://uno.
fl ocknote.com/list/126932. 

By Brianna Osborne
The Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Treasures of the Church will visit the fol-
lowing parishes in the archdiocese. Events 
are free and open to the public.

7 p.m. Tuesday, March 25 
Saint Monica Church
2001 N. Western Avenue
Edmond, Oklahoma 73012
(405) 359-2700

7 p.m. Wednesday, March 26
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus of 
Prague
304 Jim Thorpe Blvd
Prague, Oklahoma 74864
(405) 567-3080

7 p.m. Friday, March 28
Our Lady of Sorrows Church
415 S Price Ave
Chandler, Oklahoma 74834
(405) 258-1239

7 p.m. Saturday, March 29
Holy Name of Jesus Church
210 South 7th Street 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 73018
(405) 224-6068

3 p.m. Sunday, March 30
Catholic Church of Saint Mary
707 E. Ponca Ave 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601
(580) 765-6031

7 p.m. Monday, March 31
Saint Peter Church
2020 Oklahoma Avenue
Woodward, Oklahoma 73801
(580) 256-5305

7 p.m. Tuesday, April 1
Saint Joseph Church
1300 East Beverly 
Ada, Oklahoma 74820
(580) 332-4811

7 p.m. Wednesday, April 2
Christ the King Church
8005 Dorset Dr
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120
(405) 842-1481

An example of one of the relic cards.
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For Yukon couple, Retrouvaille results in strengthened communication 

Janette Dye is from Harrah, Okla., and her 
husband, David, is from Choctaw. When she 
was a senior in high school, Janette worked for 
David’s uncle at a vegetable farm; the couple 
met when David came to the farm “hunting for 
birds.”

She was Catholic; he was Baptist. He con-
verted to Catholicism and, in a Catholic church 
on July 23, 1976, Janette and David Dye ex-
changed wedding vows.

They’ve now been married for 37 years. 
Along the way, they moved to Oklahoma City 
and then to Yukon, had a daughter, and grew 
increasingly involved in their home parish of 
Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.

At some point, despite their shared commit-
ments, they adopted what Janette refers to as 
“the married single life.”

“He was doing his thing and I was doing 
mine,” she said.

Specifi c problems crept into their marriage, 
although both declined to elaborate.

Eventually, they acknowledged their marriage 
was not as satisfying as they wished.

Yet, as Catholics, they believed in the endur-
ing, permanent nature of marriage. The ques-
tion, then, was not whether they would remain 
married but what kind of marriage they would 
sustain.

“This is the only marriage that I myself will 
have, according to the laws of the Church,” 
David said.

Janette echoed him: “I believe in the vows 
that we took. I don’t think there’s an institution 
out there that’s more important than a fami-
ly and a couple staying together; if everybody 
was single and went his own way, we’d have so 
much chaos.”

Enter Retrouvaille, “a program to help cou-
ples heal and renew their marriages.”

Retrouvaille – a French word that means 
rediscovery (and is pronounced “re-tro-vi” with 
a long “i”) – offers tools needed to rediscover a 
loving marriage relationship, according to the 
offi cial program website www.helpourmarriage.
com.

The program consists of two phases. The fi rst 

phase entails a weekend experience. It is led by 
couples who have previously experienced the 
weekend themselves and by a priest. It is not 
a spiritual retreat, and couples are not asked 
to share their problems with anyone else. The 
main emphasis of the program is on communi-
cation in marriage between husband and wife. 
The second phase features a series of six to 12 
post-weekend sessions. The program is Cath-
olic in origin and is based on Catholic princi-
ples, but spouses need not both be Catholic to 
participate.

Retrouvaille programs have been offered in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City since the 
spring of 2012.

The Dyes fi rst read about Retrouvaille in 
their church bulletin; later, Janette read more 
about it in the Sooner Catholic. In April 2012, 
the couple attended a Retrouvaille weekend 
experience in Oklahoma City.

“We were wary and nervous about it; we 
weren’t exactly sure what to expect,” David 
said. “But the weekend – if you keep a positive 
attitude about it – is an eye-opening and inspi-
rational experience. It’s a wonderful, wonderful 
program.”

It was also emotional, David said.
“I myself – and I’m not ashamed to say it – I 

cried quite a bit and I know she did, too,” he 
said. “Emotions get the best of you.”

As a “crash course” in communication, the 
weekend was immediately helpful – but the 

subsequent 12 post-weekend sessions were 
even more benefi cial, Janette said.

“You get into family history, what makes you 
the way you are, the way your personality is,” 
she explained. “It helps you understand your-
self better and helps you to understand the 
needs of your spouse.”

Today, both David and Janette have positive 
outlooks on the future of their marriage.

“We’ve found our own niche,” David said. “We 
discuss a lot of things that we want to accom-
plish with the rest of our lives.”

“We still have a ways to go, but I love him 
and I will always love him,” Janette said.

Father Mark Mason, who has served on four 
Retrouvaille teams and will serve on a fi fth this 
April, said the Dyes are not the only local cou-
ple the program has helped.

“Retrouvaille is a place where miracles hap-
pen,” he said. “Couples that have been divorced 
have come back together through it. Couples 
who have given up on each other have stayed 
together.”

Like the Dyes, Father Mason believes strong-
ly in the importance of marriage.

“Marriage is a vocation and being a parent is 
a vocation,” he said. “The family is the domes-
tic church. It is essential to the faith.”

The next Oklahoma City Retrouvaille week-
end is slated for April 4 to April 6. For con-
fi dential information about or to register for 
the program, call (405) 443-3541 or visit the 
website www.helpourmarriage.com.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of commu-
nications for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
A version of this story appeared in the Nov. 
1 Sooner Catholic enewsletter and online at 
www.soonercatholic.com. 

Next weekend program is April 4 to April 6

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Retrouvaille weekend experience

When: Friday, April 4, to Sunday, April 6
Where: Oklahoma City, Okla.
Why: To heal and renew a weakened mar-
riage
To secure a space: Call (405) 443-3541 or 
visit www.helpourmarriage.com.

Annual archdiocesan-wide Rite of Election attracts 768
 continued from page 1

faith in all that the Catholic 
Church teaches. Their respective 
parish priests will then confi rm 
them, and they will receive the Eu-
charist for the fi rst time.

At each March 9 ceremony – or 
Rite of Election – Archbishop Paul 
Coakley called each candidate or 
catechumen forward by name. 
Accompanied and vouched for 
by their godparents or sponsors, 
the candidates and catechumens 
professed their desire for baptism 
or full communion with the Church 
to the archbishop, after which he 
invited them to record their names 
in a book for the purpose. 

At the conclusion of the rite, the 
candidates and catechumens are 
collectively known as “the elect.”

The Rite of Election is typically 
on the fi rst Sunday of Lent, as it 
was this year in the archdiocese, 
because, for the elect, “the days of 
Lent are the fi nal period of purifi -
cation and enlightenment leading 
up to the Easter Vigil,” according 
to the website of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“Lent is a period of prepara-
tion marked by prayer, study and 

spiritual direction for 
the elect and prayers 
for them by the parish 
communities,” the web-
site states. 

The Rite of Election 
is one element of the 
longer, ongoing Rite 
of Christian Initiation 
of Adults (RCIA) – the 
process by which the 
Church welcomes new 
members.

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults begins with the period of 
evangelization and pre-catechume-
nate, that period of time in which 
a person – known as an “inquir-
er” – fi rst hears the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and considers Christ’s 
claims. 

It continues with the Rite of 
Acceptance and catechumenate, 
when the inquirer stands amidst 
the parish community and states 
that he or she wants to become a 
baptized member of the Catholic 
Church and thereby becomes a 
“catechumen.”

The Rite of Election follows. 
At the Easter Vigil, the elect are 

offi cially welcomed into the Church 

through the sacra-
ments of initiation.

The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults con-
cludes with a period of 
post-baptismal teach-
ing and learning, or 
“mystagogy.” Mystago-
gy continues until at 
least Pentecost. During 
this period, “the newly 
baptized members re-
fl ect on their experienc-

es at the Easter Vigil and continue 
to learn more about the Scriptures, 
the sacraments and the teachings 

of the Catholic Church,” accord-
ing to usccb.org. “In addition, they 
refl ect on how they will serve Christ 
and help in the Church’s mission 
and outreach activities.

5 ways to show support for the elect
1.Pray for those who have decided to enter the Church at this Eas-
ter Vigil.
2.If you know someone who will enter the Church this Easter, write 
that person a letter to welcome him into the Church.
3.Attend the Easter Vigil at your parish to witness the entrance of 
the elect into the Church.
4.Approach the director of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) at your parish and ask how you can help.
5.Learn more about the faith yourself. Take a class at your parish 
or read a book (“On Being Catholic” by Thomas Howard is one rec-
ommendation). Don’t take for granted what others have spent years 
seeking!

Are YOU entering the Church 
this Easter Vigil? We’d love to 
hear your story! Email us at 
tips@archokc.org to share why 
you decided to become Catho-
lic. Your words may help some-
one else to receive the saving 
grace of Christ and His Church.
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Green Tie Gala nets an estimated $390,000 for homeless services
The 32nd annual Green Tie Gala to 

benefi t Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City drew a sold-out 
crowd of more than 600 people to the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum on Saturday, March 8.

“The best part of the evening for me 
was introducing the work of Catholic 
Charities to so many new attendees,” 
Catholic Charities executive director Pat-
rick Raglow said. “Now it’s our job to turn 
acquaintances into friends of Catholic 
Charities.” 

The gala is Catholic Charities’ biggest 
fundraiser of the year, providing about 
50 percent of the funds needed to run 
the agency’s homeless services or about 
10 percent of the organization’s annual 
budget, according to Raglow. 

This year, the evening netted an esti-
mated $390,000 through sponsorships, 
ticket sales and auction proceeds, ac-
cording to Sonny Wilkinson, senior direc-
tor for mission advancement at Catholic 
Charities.

All proceeds go directly to Holy Family 
Home in Midwest City, Sanctuary Wom-
en’s Development Center in Stockyard 
City and the newest Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center in Norman, all of 
which provide help for homeless or at-
risk women and children.

“I hope that those in attendance take 
away that, although the evening is fi lled 
with food, drink and fellowship, their 
presence at the event enables Catholic 
Charities to be present to women in need. 
The focus of the evening is on those we 
hope to assist,” said Raglow.

 “We want all our guests to go away 
feeling they spent their time and money 
well, and sure in the knowledge that the 
funds raised will be used to great effect,” 
he added. 

Technology was a key factor in this 
year’s Green Tie Gala. Attendees received 

iPads for the evening, which they used to 
bid on silent auction items, as well as to 
participate in the late-night Dutch auc-
tion and a wine and scotch pull.

“The reactions to the new iPad bidding 
system were very positive,” Wilkinson 
said. “Many guests were able to spend 
more time socializing with all their 
friends and enjoy the evening instead of 
hovering over the silent auction tables. 
This year, our silent auction was the 
most successful to date and I attribute 
part of that to the digital bidding.”

During the live auction, an adorable 
“Irish German Shepherd” named “Dublin” 
found a new home, as did a full-length, 
cherry-red fox fur. Other bidders suc-
cessfully secured dinner with the arch-
bishop and an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Ireland.

The event also honored philanthropist 
and Catholic Charities board member 
Jim Everest as the Green Tie Gala Am-
bassador.

 “I had always enjoyed Jim’s presence 
in our board and mission advancement 
meetings – he always brought great ideas 
and solid input to every meeting – but 
learning about his unwavering commit-
ment to our community and the ways he 
gives back was amazing,” Wilkinson said. 
“It was an honor to recognize him as the 
Green Tie Gala Ambassador.”

Wilkinson said the gala was made 
possible by the many volunteers who 
contributed their time and energy to the 
event.

“Kudos to event chair Linda Haneborg 
and co-chair Debra McAuliffe Senner,” 
he said. “This year was a massive suc-
cess and all of that is due to our amazing 
event chairs and the committee they re-
cruited. It was an honor to work with so 
many great people – many of whom want 
to help again next year!”

Cara Koenig is the photographer and 
special projects editor at the Sooner Cath-
olic.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic

Jim Everest (at podium) is honored as Green Tie Gala Ambassador by (from left to right) Bishop Ed Koniec-
zny, Archbishop Paul Coakley and Catholic Charities executive director Patrick Raglow at the March 8 
Green Tie Gala. (Photos Below) Guests examine silent auction items and otherwise enjoy the Gala.

Archbishop Paul Coakley browses auction items on an iPad.
Father William Novak, V.G., introduces “Irish German Shepherd” “Dublin” to guests.

Alliance for Catholic Education recognizes 
Sister Catherine Powers with prestigious Sorin Award

At a Mass and subsequent ceremony Wednesday, March 
11, at Sacred Heart Catholic School in Oklahoma City, 
representatives of the Alliance for Catholic Education at the 
University of Notre Dame recognized Sister Catherine “Kay” 
Powers, CND, with the prestigious University of Notre Dame 
Sorin Award for Service to Catholic Schools.

Named for the founder of the University, the Reverend 
Edward Sorin, CSC, the Sorin Award honors those whose 
tireless commitment to support, sustain and transform 
Catholic schools has shaped the lives of countless children, 
their families and communities.

That description perfectly fi ts Sister Kay, says her nom-
inator and current Catholic Schools superintendent Cris 
Carter, Ph.D.

Sister Kay last year returned from retirement to serve as 
the Safe Environment Coordinator for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, but she is best known for her role as arch-
diocesan superintendent of Catholic Schools. She served in 
that capacity for 16 years from 1996 to 2012. She began her 
ministry in education in 1961 at the age of 19.

“In her 16 years as superintendent, Sister Kay served as 
a model of faithfulness, commitment and professionalism,” 
Carter said. “She is the consummate educator. She loves 
truth and desires to share that love with faculty, staff, par-
ents and, above all, students.

“Now, as the Safe Environment Coordinator, she infuses 
a diffi cult role with compassion and grace and unfailingly 
prioritizes students’ safety and wellbeing,” Carter added.

Sister Kay said she was humbled and honored to receive 
the award.

“I’m very thankful to Notre Dame for their national com-
mitment to the development of Catholic education and for 
their work in our archdiocese in particular because we have 
benefi ted so much from all that they have done,” she said, 
citing numerous partnerships between Notre Dame and the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Most notably, the archdiocese has been involved with the 
Alliance for Catholic Education program since its inception 
20 years ago. 

ACE is a national movement that provides highly talented 
teachers, principals and leaders to hundreds of thousands 
of children across the United States; many of those children 
come from low-income families in high-poverty communi-
ties.

Sister Kay worked with and housed 56 ACE teachers in 
her 16 years as superintendent.

Currently, ACE teachers work at Bishop John Carroll 
Catholic School in Oklahoma City, Saint James the Greater 
in Oklahoma City, Saint Philip Neri Catholic School in Mid-
west City, Sacred Heart Catholic School in Oklahoma City 
and Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School in Oklahoma 
City.

In addition, many teachers and principals from the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City have participated in continuing 
education at Notre Dame. The archdiocese has also part-
nered with the university on a curriculum development 
project.

So popular is Sister Kay with the ACE program that many 
of its luminaries were present at the Mass in her honor.

Rev. Ronald J. Nuzzi, Ph.D., director of the Renewing 
Identity, Strengthening Evangelization program at Notre 
Dame, and Rev. Louis A. DelFra, CSC, director of Pastoral 
Life at Notre Dame (and a former ACE teacher who worked 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City before entering semi-
nary) presented Sister Kay with the award.

Father Joe Carey, CSC, ACE chaplain, and Father Joe 
Corpora, CSC, director of the Catholic School Advantage 
Campaign at Notre Dame, were present, as well.

In her acceptance speech, Sister Kay also thanked Arch-
bishop Emeritus Eusebius Beltran and Archbishop Paul 
Coakley for their unwavering support of Catholic schools.

A version of this article appeared in the March 14 Sooner 
Catholic enewsletter and online at www.soonercatholic.com. 

See more photos of this event online in the Sooner Catholic 
Photo Galley.

By The Sooner Catholic Staff

From left to right: Cris Carter, Ph.D., superintendent of Catholic 
Schools, and honoree Sister Catherine Powers celebrate Mass.

Saint Patrick’s Day calls to mind the “missionary option,” need for new evangelization

In America, the cultural aspects of Saint Patrick’s Day 
often obscure that it is a day to honor and remember a 
Catholic saint. The memorial of the Irish bishop is over-
looked by partygoers as they dress in green, (badly) at-
tempt Irish brogues and speak of Irish luck. 

But in Patrick’s homeland of Ireland, the day is a Holy 
Day of Obligation, a day when all Catholics in the country 
are required to go to Mass.  This year, for the March 17 
celebration, the bishops of Ireland urged Catholics around 
the world to join them in commemorating the day with 
Mass. 

“Saint Patrick was called to serve and bring God to a 
people far from his homeland,” the bishops said in a state-
ment. “As Saint Patrick’s Day is a Holy Day of Obligation 
for Catholics in Ireland, the best way to honor him is to 
attend Mass.”

For the O’klahoma Irish Heritage Society, the religious 
observance of the day goes hand in hand with the cultur-
al celebration. Tim O’Connor, a member of the O’klahoma 
Society and a parishioner at Our Lady’s Cathedral, says 
they put the club together to celebrate culture, heritage 
and faith. 

“We’re all gifted by our ancestors,” said O’Connor, “and 
the Mass is at the heart of our tradition. We need to re-
member the missionaries who have gone out to all parts of 
the world. It’s a great testament to evangelization.”

Archbishop Paul Coakley addressed this theme in a 
special Saint Patrick’s Day Mass hosted by the O’klahoma 

Irish Heritage Society at noon at Saint Joseph Old Ca-
thedral.  The church was full, as people from around the 
archdiocese joined to honor the missionary saint. 

In his homily, Archbishop Coakley told the story of Pat-
rick, a fi fth century English man who brought Christianity 
to Ireland, which at the time was a superstitious land fi lled 
with pagan rituals. Archbishop Coakley emphasized that 
it was Patrick’s willingness to respond to the Lord’s invita-
tion and to give of himself for the sake of the Gospel that 
led to the conversion of the Irish nation. Patrick continued 
his evangelization and established dioceses and parishes 
in Ireland. Soon, Ireland was a center of monastic life and 
missionary life for the Church. 

Saint Patrick’s Day not only offers Irish immigrants and 
their descendents an opportune time to celebrate their 
Irish heritage every year, but it also serves as a reminder 
that these immigrants helped bring the Catholic faith into 
the U.S. – and as a reminder to be motivated to become 
missionaries in our own lives, as well, bringing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ wherever we go. 

“What’s called for today is a new evangelization,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said, urging his listeners to be disciples, 
like Patrick, to bring the light of Christ into the world and 
to bring about a rebirth of evangelical activity.

Coakley also reminded the congregation that the Irish 
people are suffering again today. He urged them to remem-
ber Irish Christians, to pray for them and support them in 
their hour of need. 

Rebekah Scaperlanda is a freelance writer with a back-
ground in development, sales, fashion and new media. She 
holds a degree in journalism from the University of Kansas.

By Rebekah Scaperlanda
For the Sooner Catholic
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History of women religious in the West underscores contributions to frontier settlement 
Across God’s Frontiers: Catholic 

Sisters in the American West, 1850-
1920 by Anne M. Butler

Reviewed by J.E. Helm

“Across God’s Frontiers” is the lat-
est work by Anne M. Butler, Trustee 
Professor Emerita at Utah State Uni-
versity and past editor of the West-
ern Historical Quarterly.  The book 
is a 313-page history of the women 
religious who served as missionar-
ies in the American West, largely 
from 1865-1920.  Not a lightheart-
ed narrative, the book is a highly 
factual and thoroughly documented 
work whose facts are nevertheless so 
fascinating as to compel the reader 
on from page to page, chapter to 
chapter.

Butler sets the stage by explaining 
that, at the beginning of this era, 
most orders were “enclosed.”  Rules 
of their orders restricted women 
from traveling freely outside of com-
pounds that ordinarily included a 
convent or monastery and possibly 
a church and school.  Nuns in the 
West served large geographic areas, 
forcing adjustments and changes 
in this regard.  Butler describes one 
Sister Mary Buckner who “toured 
the Montana mining camps on 
horseback.”  

Butler uses full names and sur-
names in her text, noting that sisters 
at that time ordinarily used only the 
name given them in religious life.

Three of the book’s chapters in-
clude “Travels,” “The Labors,” and 
“The Finances.”  Each is fi lled with 
details demonstrating that the life of 
a sister in the American West was 
challenging in every way.

Nuns traveled by train and river-
boat and Conestoga wagon.  Jour-

neys could take weeks and even 
months.  Many of the earliest mis-
sionaries came from European com-
munities, and some spoke no local 
language.  Nuns crossed mountain 
ranges and deserts, faced freezing 
cold and scorching heat.  Butler 
details how three Sisters of Loretto 
in 1864 set out to travel from Sapello 
in New Mexico to Mora, where they 
planned to open a school.  Their 
guide, a parish priest from Mora, 
felt that the nearly 30-mile journey 
would best be undertaken at night.  
The mountainous road became a 
trap when the nuns were suddenly 
caught in a blizzard.  The sisters 
endured a night of “bitter hours 
wrapped in blankets inside their car-
riage.”  Rescued by a local shepherd, 
the sisters set out again “some days 
later” and reached Mora.

The landscape included vast areas 
with no visible human inhabitants.  
The beauty of the panorama caused 
Ursuline Mother Amadeus to remark 
of Montana, “Everything out here is 
far different than what we imagined 
it.”  

For her records, Butler draws on 
letters written by the sisters to the 
motherhouses back East.  She also 
examined the archives and records 
of these orders.

The missionary sisters could ex-
pect little fi nancial support from the 
places and people they served.  But-
ler describes the nuns “as destitute 
as their fellow immigrants.”  Ger-
man Franciscans in Indiana in the 
1880s “supported themselves with 
home-care nursing and cooking that 
included hauling water and wood, 
as well as shoveling snow.”  Oregon 
Benedictines saved expenses on the 
construction of their new monastery 
“by removing dirt, rocks and trash in 
a horse-drawn lorry or one dragged 

by their own muscle. … In the eve-
ning, they hoisted timbers by a hand 
pulley to the upper fl oors to further 
reduce fees.”

The sisters somehow managed to 
build schools and hospitals.  They 
established training programs for 
teachers and nurses that grew into 
colleges and universities.  

During the Civil War, “women of 
nearly two dozen different congrega-
tions, totaling more than 600 strong, 
labored in tent hospitals, nursed 
in trenches, transformed private 
infi rmaries and fevered in prison 
camps.”  They “climbed into military 
ambulances and onto fl oating river 
hospitals.”

Near Krebs, Okla., when a mining 
explosion took the lives of more than 
100 miners and injured another 100 
more, the school-teaching Mercy 
nuns stepped in to help.  The nuns 
endured “a night of horror.”  They 
treated the wounded and set up a 
temporary morgue “in the company 
blacksmith shop, where the sick-
ening odors of burned fl esh greeted 

them.”
When the famous hurricane of 

September 1900 struck Galveston, 
Tex., Dominican sisters turned what 
remained of their convent “into a 
haven for more than 1,000 victims.”  
Ninety children and 10 sisters lost 
their lives at the orphanage where 
the nuns had used clothesline 
and “lashed one or two toddlers to 
[themselves], apparently hoping 
adult ballast would save the smallest 
orphans.”

One of California’s deadliest earth-
quakes struck San Francisco on 
April 18, 1906. “As tent cities for the 
homeless sprouted in open spaces, 
the Holy Family Sisters circulated 
among survivors, gathering chil-
dren—parted from their parents by 
death or confusion.”

In Rochester, Minn., Franciscan 
Mother Alfred persuaded Dr. William 
Mayo and his two sons, William and 
Charles, to partner their clinic with 
the nuns’ Franciscan Hospital, form-
ing what would eventually become 
the world-famous Mayo Clinic.

The book is fi lled with these brief 
narratives, each one more remark-
able than the last.  Butler brings 
her trained mind to focus on these 
events and explains how the work of 
these incredible women changed the 
lives of women in general and wom-
en religious in particular.  Clearly, 
these sisters deserve to be acknowl-
edged for their part in helping to 
shape and settle the great American 
West.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

This title and many others are in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
Library and available for check out.

Oklahoma City to host Knights of Columbus State Convention

From April 26 to April 27 of this 
year, the Knights of Columbus will 
host their annual convention at 
the Tower Hotel in Oklahoma City.  
Knights from more than 80 councils 
will attend the annual event which 
includes business meetings and 
awards celebrations.

The Knights of Columbus, or K 
of C, is an international organiza-
tion headquartered in Connecticut.  
Each state is divided into districts, a 
grouping of several councils.  Coun-
cils are usually based in parishes, 
and this year’s convention is hosted 
by Council 10822, based in Saint 
Eugene’s parish in Oklahoma City.  

The Knights were fi rst organized 
in New Haven, Conn., in 1882 under 
the leadership of Father Michael  J. 
McGivney,  whose cause for saint-
hood is currently under investigation 
by Rome.  The K of C was estab-
lished as a fraternal benefi ts society.  
Its goals were to offer Catholic men a 
chance to come together in faith and 
fellowship, as well as to provide for 
families left fatherless by the dan-
gerous working conditions of that 
industrial era.

Today, the Knights serve the 
Church and the community in many 
ways.  The K of C sponsor charitable 
events and aid in disaster relief.  In 

Oklahoma, the Knights operate the 
Center of Family Love, a home for 
more than 110 developmentally chal-
lenged adults of all ages and abilities.

When deadly tornadoes struck 
Oklahoma in the spring of 2013, the 
Knights teamed up with Catholic 
Charities and the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society to help victims of the 
storms.  John Pierce, state treasurer 
for the Knights, explains that their 
“biggest asset is people, manpow-
er.”  Knights volunteered to staff 
warehouses and drive trucks to 
move supplies, everything from food 
and water to furniture for displaced 
families.

Pierce has been a Knight for more 
than 20 years.  For him, the conven-
tion is “an opportunity for Knights 
spread across the state to renew old 
friendships and to meet some new 
people.  We learn from one another,” 
Pierce explains.

The convention will begin with 
Knights arriving Friday, April 25.  
That evening, Father Price Oswalt, 
state chaplain for the K of C, will 
celebrate Mass at the hotel.

Ron Schwarz is state deputy for 
the Knights, the highest admin-
istrative position for the K of C in 
Oklahoma.  He explains that “each 
council sends two voting members to 
the convention,” and that the actual 
“business meeting is open only to 

Third Degree Knights.”  
Banquets and breakfasts do not 

take a backseat to the religious as-
pect of the convention.  The Sunday 
morning session will begin with a 
prayer service, and Saturday evening 
will feature a Memorial Mass at Saint 
Eugene’s during which the name of 
each Knight who has died since the 
last convention will be read from a 
roll.

Bob Melko of Tulsa is State Sec-
retary for the K of C from 2011 to 
2012.  His duties for this year’s 
convention focused on registering 
the delegates and organizing the 
logistics at the hotel. Melko has been 
a Knight for more than 15 years and 
always “looks forward to hearing 

what different councils have done 
over the past year.”

Also attending this year will be 
Kevin Larios from Council 5366 
in Stillwater. Larios is the organ-
ist and music director at his home 
parish of Saint Francis Xavier.  He 
is a District Deputy for the Knights, 
and has been a member since 1993.  
This year, he hopes “to get ideas on 
extending the welcome mat to all our 
young men,” inviting them to join the 
Knights of Columbus.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic and an adjunct 
professor of English at several area 
colleges.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
Knights of Columbus Annual Convention

When: April 26 to April 27
Where: Tower Hotel in Oklahoma City
Why: To renew old friendships, meet new people, conduct offi cial 
business and celebrate award winners
To secure a space: Open to those who are currently members of 
the Knights of Columbus. Contact your local council for more in-
formation about the convention. Any young man 18 years of age or 
older and a practicing Catholic in good standing is welcome to join 
the Knights. He must also be a citizen of the country in which he 
resides.  For more information or to access a membership applica-
tion, visit www.kofc.org. Men can also contact one of the Knights in 
their parish, and parish offi ces can provide contact information.
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     continued from page 5 
the adoption of Transforming Ado-
lescent Catechesis.

Parishes that are interested 
complete a discernment process. If 
they elect to commit to Transform-
ing Adolescent Catechesis, they 
complete a Collaboration Agree-
ment and begin to select mem-
bers for the Local Partnership for 
Adolescent Catechesis (LPAC) task 
force and designate a facilitator.

The archdiocesan committee is 
also recruiting individuals to be 
trained as coaches for the LPAC 
facilitators. The initial training 
session for coaches and LPAC 
committees will be Saturday, May 
3, 2014, at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center.

Through Transforming Adoles-

cent Catechesis, parish and school 
LPACs will assess the current 
landscape of adolescent catechesis 
in their communities and identify 
strengths, gaps and trends. Using 
an inventory along with learning 
seminars and feedback from the 
parish community, they will design 
a new map for catechesis that re-
fl ects the gifts, needs and culture 
of the community. Once this vision 
has been created, the process in-
cludes steps on how to implement 
the plan. The entire process takes 
from 10 to 12 months to complete.

“We envision that the Transform-
ing Adolescent Catechesis process 
will create communities engaged 
in disciple-making – communities 
that will engage the head, heart 
and hands of young people and 

their families and that see evange-
lization and formation as integral 
to all aspects of their ministry,” 
Koenig said.

Hispanic Ministry
An archdiocesan task force 

comprised of lay people and clergy 
has also been meeting for sever-
al months to study and discuss 
possible solutions to alleviate the 
overcrowding of churches with sig-
nifi cant Hispanic populations. 

This Metro Hispanic Initiative 
has produced “good discussions 
that have surfaced many possible 
strategies for providing more ade-
quate ministry to Hispanic Catho-
lics,” according to task force mem-
ber Father Tim Luschen, pastor of 
Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City.

Recently, the task force present-
ed several plans to the archbishop; 
one of those plans will soon be 
adopted. By the end of the month, 
details of that plan will be avail-
able, according to Pedro Moreno, 
archdiocesan director of Hispanic 
Ministry.

Moreno said the plan is ultimate-
ly “a reaffi rmation that the loving 
welcome to our Hispanic brothers 
and sisters is not limited to a few 
parishes or people in the archdio-
cese.”

“Christ, through each one of us, 
lovingly welcomes everyone in our 
multicultural, multinational and 
multilingual family,” he said. “No 
one is a stranger in the Catholic 
Church. We are all disciples of 
Jesus Christ.”

Five-year plan

Catholic Foundation Scholarship deadline nears
The deadline for applications for 

Catholic Foundation Scholarships 
is Tuesday, April 1, 2014. All forms 
and required information must be 
submitted to the Catholic Foun-
dation offi ce no later than that 
date to be considered. Scholarship 
recipients are determined based on 
fi nancial need, academic achieve-
ment and service to church and 
community. The recipient must be 
a full-time student and a perma-
nent resident of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Scholarships are 
renewed for all recipients for four 
years of undergraduate study as 
long as the student maintains a 3.0 
cumulative GPA.

Each year, the Foundation fea-
tures students in their senior year 
of study who have received Cath-
olic Foundation Scholarships as 
an update on their academic ac-
complishments and plans following 
graduation. 

ERICA POE (2014)
Parish: Saint Joseph Church, 

Ada, Okla.
Attending: Oklahoma State Uni-

versity

 “It has been an incredible growing 
experience, academically, socially 
and even spiritually. The opportu-
nities and adventures I have been 
blessed with over the last four 
years are so special, and many 
were totally unexpected. Between 
the honors college, my classes and 
organizations, and, most impor-
tantly, my studies abroad, I could 
never replace and measure what 
I’ve learned.  I am an industri-
al Engineering and Management 
major with a focus in International 
Relations.  Any fi nancial aid, no 
matter the amount, is incredibly 

valuable. Decreasing loans and bills 
for school is a stress relief unlike 
any other that I’ve experienced.  To 
have the support of an organization 
like the Catholic Foundation is even 
more valuable than other scholar-
ships because it reminds me of the 
people praying for me and rooting 
for me to succeed. Without this type 
of fi nancial support, my whole edu-
cational experience would not have 
been possible. 

My graduation is still another se-
mester away, and my plans are still 
rather vague. This coming summer, 
I will be a logistics engineering in-
tern at a WalMart distribution cen-
ter in Jacksonville, Fla. However, for 
after graduation, I am considering 
two possibilities of either becoming 
a consultant for Quorum Business 
Solutions in Dallas, Tex., or working 
for the Franciscan Mission Service 
as a Development Associate Volun-
teer in D.C.”

GILDA PALACIO (2014)
Parish: Saint Peter Church, Wood-

ward, Okla.
Attending: Northwestern Oklaho-

ma State University
 “My educational experience at 

NWOSU has been better than I 
could have ever imagined. My de-
cision to attend NWOSU has had 
such a positive impact not only 
educationally but socially as well. I 
have received a valuable education 
and have had the opportunity to be 
involved in multiple organizations 
at Northwestern. I was crowned 
Ranger Queen my junior year of 
college; I am currently the president 
of Northwestern Scholar Ambassa-
dors; president of Rangers Excelling 
At Leadership; vice president of the 
Student Government Association 
and the vice president of the Medi-
cal Sciences Club. I will be graduat-
ing with a Biology Major and Chem-
istry Minor. Although biology was 
my primary area of study I was able 
to take courses that expanded my 
horizon in English such as Creative 
Writing. The CFO Scholarship was 
incredibly helpful to my education. 
It made my education so much 
more affordable. As a full-time stu-
dent who was involved in many or-
ganizations it was nearly impossible 
to have a job to assist my parents in 

funding my education. This is where 
the CFO Scholarship came in. I 
would absolutely encourage other 
Catholic students to apply for the 
CFO Scholarship. Throughout my 
undergraduate studies everyone has 
been so helpful and understanding. 
It has also been a great fi nancial as-
sistance. Upon graduation I will be 
taking a year off to save money and 
applying to Medical School.”

ALLIE KUEHN (2014)
Parish: Epiphany of the Lord 

Church, Oklahoma City
Attending: University of Oklahoma
“My education 

experience at 
OU has been 
phenomenal. 
It was such a 
privilege to be 
able to attend 
university 
immediately 
after gradua-
tion. I have learned so much.  In 
May, I will be getting my Bachelors 
of Science in Nursing. The Catholic 
Foundation scholarship has really 
helped aid in book costs, especially 
when I started nursing school at the 
Health Sciences Center. Each book 
costs upwards of $200 brand-new 
(however, I bought all used books to 
cut down that cost). I would highly 
recommend the CFO scholarship to 
other students. Any scholarship is 
a great opportunity and blessing to 
receive. There is no shame in asking 
for help. I plan to work in public 
health at the OKC health depart-
ment. However, if I can’t get a job 
there, I’m sure I will be able to fi nd 
a job anywhere else. The nursing 
shortage and job demand is very 
real.”

TIN LUONG (2014)
Parish: Saint Andrew Dung-Lac 

Church, Oklahoma City
Attending: Southwestern Oklaho-

ma State University

  Tin Luong 
on campus 
with the statue 
of Duke, the 
school mascot 
and the school 
clock tower in 

the background.

“I’d like to thank the Catholic 
Foundation of Oklahoma for provid-
ing me with this scholarship. One 
of the reasons why I chose SWOSU 
was because of its small class size 
that allows for a better teacher-stu-
dent relationship. I’m currently 
in pharmacy school and still have 
another two years until I graduate if 
everything goes to plan.  The schol-
arship has helped me with miscel-
laneous expenses such as food and 
gas. I used the scholarship to help 
buy a new laptop that was required 
for incoming pharmacy students. I 
would highly recommend the schol-
arship to other Catholic students 
as it has allowed me to not worry 
about small expenses.  After I grad-
uate, I plan on staying in Oklahoma 
and practicing pharmacy.”

MATTHEW FUKSA (2014)
Parish: Saint Joseph Church, 

Hennessey, Okla.
Attending: Central Christian Col-

lege
Matthew Fuksa attends Central 

Christian College. 

“My educa-
tional experi-
ence has been 
a very special 
one. I have had 
the opportunity 
to not only get 
a great educa-
tion at Central 
Christian College, but I have also 
created great relationships with 
my teachers who have helped out 
tremendously. My experience in 
becoming a teacher has grown a 
lot and I feel like Central Christian 
College has prepared me very well in 
furthering in my profession. My area 
of study is Secondary Education in 
History. The Catholic Foundation 
Scholarship has helped me out in 
any way possible. Every little bit of 
money that I receive for college I am 
truly grateful for. At the end of this 
year, I plan on living in Stillwater 
and begining my student teaching 
at Stillwater Junior High School. I 
will help teach 8th grade U.S His-
tory and also help with 8th and 9th 
grade baseball.”

Erica Poe (on the right) at an OSU foot-
ball game. 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Cuaresma es la época cuando la insistente 
llamada a la conversión resuena poderosa-
mente a través de las Escrituras, oraciones y 
cantos de la liturgia de la Iglesia. Es un tiempo 
de gracia y renovación. Recientemente me con-
movió profundamente la fe de los 800 o más 
personas que participaron en las tres celebra-
ciones del Rito de Elección en la Catedral de 
Nuestra Señora. Son hombres y mujeres que 
están respondiendo a la llamada del Señor a 
la conversión y que se preparan para entrar a 
la Iglesia en la Vigilia de Pascua. Son un signo 
para toda la Iglesia de las  continuas labores 
del Señor entre nosotros.

Durante el tiempo de Cuaresma Jesús nos 
invita a cada uno de nosotros al arrepentimien-
to y a creer. La conversión no es un evento de 
una sola vez. Es un proceso de toda la vida que 
nos va llevando a profundizar cada vez más en 
el Misterio de Cristo quien nos 
revela y comparte el amor del Padre por no-
sotros en su muerte y resurrección.

El camino de la conversión nos hace partici-
par en el Corazón de Cristo. Pero, preci-      sa-
mente, es este espacio interior que también 
nos mueve hacia el exterior para compartir la 
buena nueva con los demás. Esta es la tarea de 
la evangelización. Es nuestra tarea como dis-
cípulos misioneros el compartir con los demás 
lo que hemos recibido. Como el Papa Francis-
co escribe en La Alegría del Evangelio: “En la 
Palabra de Dios aparece permanentemente este 
dinamismo de «salida» que Dios quiere provo-
car en los creyentes…  Cada cristiano y cada 
comunidad discernirá cuál es el camino que 
el Señor le pide, pero todos somos invitados a 
aceptar este llamado: salir de la propia como-
didad y atreverse a llegar a todas las periferias 
que necesitan la luz del Evangelio.” (20)

Abraham, nuestro padre en la fe, fue el 
primero en recibir esa llamada, como hemos 
escuchado en la primera lectura de las Escritu-
ras del Segundo Domingo de Cuaresma: “Deja 
tu país, a los de tu raza y a la fami- lia de tu 
padre, y anda a la tierra que yo te mostraré. 
Haré de ti una gran nación… En ti serán bend-
ecidas todas las razas de la tierra.” (Gen 12:1-
4) 

Abraham fue llamado a dejar atrás su co-
modidad, así también cada uno de nosotros. 
¿Cuáles son las comodidades que necesita-
mos dejar atrás? La semana pasada estuve 
en Guymon para celebrar la Santa Misa y el 
Sacramento de la Confi rmación. Me llamó la 
atención la diversidad étnica de la comuni-
dad parroquial. La promesa a Abraham se 
está cumpliendo de manera espectacular en 
esa comunidad, un microcosmos de nuestra 
Arquidiócesis y de la Iglesia entera. La Igle-
sia es una comunidad de muchas naciones, 
lenguas, razas y pueblos que están unidos por 
una fe común en Jesucristo y su Evangelio de 
salvación. El Padre Wheelahan, párroco de la 
Iglesia de San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon me 
dijo que hay veintiséis lenguas que se hablan 
en esa ciudad del extremo noroeste de Okla-
homa. La parroquia es servida por un sacer-
dote de la India, otro de Colombia y uno de 
Oklahoma. Los dos idiomas principales de la 
parroquia son inglés y español, pero también 
hay una comunidad importante de Guatemala 
y algunos de sus miembros sólo hablan quiché, 
su lengua nativa lengua mayense.  

A pesar de los desafíos, de hecho, el desor-
den, que todas estas diferencias implican, la 
parroquia está fl oreciendo. La comunidad no 
ha bebido del veneno mortal que convence a 
tantos a resistirse y no adaptarse a los nuevos 

des-afíos, diciendo: 
“Pero siempre he-
mos hecho de esta 
manera.” La parr-
oquia está fl oreci-
endo debido a que 
la conversión que 
se está llevando a 
cabo en esa parr-
oquia, como en mu-
chas otras parro-
quias y comunidades, es lo que Papa Francisco 
llama una “conversión pastoral”.  Es el deseo 
y la disponibilidad de examinar y adaptar las 
formas en que estamos dispuestos a servir a 
las necesidades de aquellos a quienes somos 
enviados a servir. Conversión pastoral tiene 
que acompañar la conversión personal, si quer-
emos ser efi caces como discípulos misioneros, 
es decir, si hemos de vivir nuestra mandato del 
Evangelio: Vayan y Hagan Discípulos. 

El Santo Padre escribe en La Alegría del 
Evangelio, “Sueño con una opción misionera 
capaz de transformarlo todo, para que las 
costumbres, los estilos, los horarios, el len-
guaje y toda estructura eclesial se convierta 
en un cauce adecuado para la evangelización 
del mundo actual más que para la autopreser-
vación. La reforma de estructuras que exige la 
conversión pastoral sólo puede entenderse en 
este sentido: procurar que todas ellas se vuel-
van más misioneras, que la pastoral ordinaria 
en todas sus instancias sea más expansiva y 
abierta, que coloque a los agentes pastorales 
en constante actitud de salida y favorezca 
así la respuesta positiva de todos aquellos a 
quienes Jesús convoca a su amistad.” (27)

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Conversión y misión

Cuaresma: Escuela y Camino del Amor
Los cuarenta días de la Cuares-

ma es como ir a la mejor Univer-
sidad del mundo para tomar un 
curso especializado con el profesor 
experto, sin igual, de la asigna-
tura. La asignatura o temática 
del curso es el amor y el profesor 
experto es Jesucristo. El libro de 
texto principal son los Evangelios 
con toda una biblioteca de textos 
suplementarios. ¡Becas completas 
disponibles!

A pesar de la multitud de partic-
ipantes en el curso, cada partic-
ipante tiene acceso ilimitado con 
el profesor el cual está disponible 
para atender a los estudiantes 
cuando ellos quieran. Es como si 
cada estudiante tuviera el número 
privado del profesor y pudieran lla-
marlo, enviarle mensajes de texto 
o visitar su página de Facebook a 
cualquier hora. 

Es muy recomendable que las 
conversaciones privadas entre 
profesor y estudiantes se intensi-
fi quen durante el curso. Incluso 
cenar con el profesor a menudo es 
una magnífi ca oportunidad para 
aprender más sobre el amor. El 
rico menú consiste en pan y vino 
preparado de manera especial. Es 
como ingerir aquello mismo que 
estás estudiando. 

Durante el curso la comunidad 
de estudiantes se unen para varios 
momentos especiales pero los ex-
ámenes del curso son individuales.  

Para asistir la multitud que llegan 
para examinarse sobre el amor el 
profesor ha delegado a sus asis-
tentes, los sacerdotes, para asistir-
le en guiar a sus estudiantes.

Examinarse sobre el amor, con-
ocido también como la confesión o 
reconciliación, típicamente ocurre 
en diversos confesionarios o cuar-
tos de reconciliación pero también 
ocurre en otros lugares. Recomien-
do que antes del examen se tomen 
el tiempo para repasar las normas 
sobre el amor y se examinen a sí 
mismos sobre su fi delidad a esas 
normas antes de ir al sacerdote. 

No olviden, estos exámenes son 
presenciales y al fi nal usualmente 
se nos dan unas tareas especiales 
para ayudarnos a encaminarnos 
mejor en la asignatura.

Como proyectos especiales du-
rante el curso se invita a los par-

ticipantes a imitar al profesor en 
sus actividades caritativas y peni-
tenciales que fortalecen la capaci-
dad de pensar más en los demás 
que en uno mismo. El pensar más 
en uno mismo y no valorizar ni 
darle el lugar que le corresponde 
ni al profesor ni a los demás es 
signo seguro de que van a fracasar 
en el curso. 

La última semana del curso es la 
más difícil para el profesor pero la 
intensidad de sus enseñanzas du-
rante la semana, especialmente el 
viernes, nos convencen de como el 
profesor vive lo que enseña. Esos 
últimos tres días son memorables. 

Los más dedicados se amanecen 
en una vigilia especial el último 
día del curso para celebrar la más 
grande enseñanza del profesor. 
Esa noche el curso se concentra 
en como el amor triunfa incluso 

sobre la muerte misma, verdadero 
signo de esperanza para todos.

Los que aprueban el curso, 
viviendo lo que han aprendido, 
se habrán preparados bien para 
celebrar durante las próximas se-
manas lo más importante que es el 
triunfo del amor, que es también el 
triunfo de la vida.

 Reprobar en el curso del amor 
con el profesor Jesucristo después 
de todo lo que él ha hecho, y sigue 
haciendo cada día, es triste y tiene 
consecuencias funestas pero el 
profesor jamás obligará a nadie 
a tomar su curso o aprobarlo. Es 
una decisión personal de cada 
uno.

El amor verdadero, como nos lo 
enseña el profesor, no se puede 
obligar ni imponer.  El amor ver-
dadero es un acto libre de la vol-
untad, es una decisión que se vive. 
Aprovechen al máximo el curso de 
este año. 

Nota del Editor: El Sr. Pedro A. 
Moreno, O.P., MRE, Director de 
la Ofi cina de Ministerio Hispano 
de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City, es graduado de la Pontifi cia 
Universidad Católica de Puerto 
Rico y fue profesor de teología en 
la Universidad de Dallas. El Sr. 
Moreno es casado, tiene tres hijas 
y está disponible para actividades 
de formación en las parroquias de 
la Arquidiócesis. Para más infor-
mación pueden contactar a la Sra. 
Edith Miranda emiranda@ archokc.
org.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Una corona de espinas. (CNS photo/Octavio Duran)
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Pensamientos cuaresmales

Hemos iniciado el camino 
cuaresmal con los ojos puestos 
en  Jesús, autor y consumador 
de nuestra fe, siguiendo sus 
pasos hacia el Calvario. Desde 
Jerusalén hasta la Gloria. Él 
nos pide que lo acompañemos 
de cerca, sin distancias, con la 
cercanía del corazón. No puede 
haber distancias donde hay 
tanto amor. Su amor, su infini-
to amor. Así que con el corazón 
limpio, purificado, queremos 
caminar.  Cada Cuaresma es un 
camino desde el corazón huma-
no hasta el corazón de Dios. La 
Pascua eterna es poder llegar al 
corazón del Padre por su Hijo, 
con la guía de la Palabra de Dios 
y los Sacramentos.

Sabemos que la gran distancia, 
lo más alejado del don de Dios 
es el pecado, el corazón egoís-
ta, torcido e insensible a la voz 
del amor. Es este un camino y 
tiempo propicio para recono-
cer nuestro ser más profundo, 
nuestra hambre de Dios, nuestra 
sed de eternidad. Con la fe de la 
Iglesia que nos alimenta en estos 
días cuaresmales pedimos per-
dón, pedimos un corazón nuevo. 
Surge en este trayecto la sana 
intención de la penitencia, de la 
conversión, todo aquello que nos 
ayude a entregar el corazón, a 
rendir la voluntad ante la Pasión 
del único Justo, nuestro Señor 

Jesucristo. Nos detenemos y 
le pedimos ayuda, pedimos su 
compasión, su perdón. Le pe- 
dimos que mueva en nosotros 
aquello tan rígido, tan petrifica-
do, tan miserable, que no nos 
deja amar y servir. Él nos da su 
perdón. Siempre nos perdona 
porque siempre nos ama. Nunca 
deja de amarnos. Pero entonces 
nos  preguntamos ¿Dónde está el 
signo de este perdón tan divino? 
¿Dónde lo puede ver y sentir? 
¿Dónde  está ese mediador que 
me asegura la misericordia y el 
perdón que siempre busco, que 
siempre necesito? Me sale a l en-

cuentro el precioso don del Sac-
ramento del perdón, la confesión 
sacramental. Allí hago un alto en 
el camino como si de un pozo de 
agua limpia se tratara para reci-
bir como don algo infinitamente 
superior a mí y que me rebasa 
por completo, pero a la vez tan 
accesible, como todas las cosas 
de la fe, a través de la humildad 
y el arrepentimiento. Hablo de la 
Confesión. Donde un sacerdote 
por el don del Espíritu Santo me 
da de beber el perdón, me dice 
que Dios olvida perdonando y 
perdonando olvida mis pecados, 
mi maldad; que la destruye, la 

quema. Que me dice que siga 
caminando hacia la Pascua, que 
no me detenga. Salgo renovado 
de ese oasis de paz. Puedo seguir 
adelante con la mirada limpia, 
con el interior completamente 
sanado. No hay castigo, no hay 
venganza, no hay temor, solo 
amor, solo entrega.

El camino cuaresmal necesita 
este gran momento de la con-
fesión. El Triduo Santo llegará 
muy rápido. Además de todo lo 
que pueda ofrecer en la cuares-
ma necesito confesarme. Necesi-
tas confesarte. Tenemos esta 
oportunidad y no la podemos 
desperdiciar. Es el signo de que 
me comprometo con el amor de 
Dios, de que lo importante es Él 
y su obra. El arrepentimiento 
tiene un nombre y un sello. La 
confesión es ese sello.

Que en la cuaresma nos acer-
quemos al  Sacramento para 
ofrecer los panes ázimos de la 
Pascua limpios y renovados. No 
hay nada que temer. Tenemos 
mucho que ganar. Cristo subió a 
la cruz por nosotros y nos ofrece 
este tiempo de gracia y sal-
vación. Nos pide muy poco y nos 
ofrece mucho. Ofrezcamos una 
confesión sincera y profunda que 
renueve nuestro amor y amis-
tad con Él.  Que la cuaresma 
no termine sin la confesión de 
nuestras culpas. Sinceridad con 
Dios y sincero con uno mismo es 
lo que necesitamos.

Por Padre Gilberto Moya 
Hurtado, CORC

Párroco, Iglesia Sagrado Corazón

Un hombre reza durante la misa del Miércoles de ceniza. El Miércoles de ceniza marca 
el inicio de la temporada penitencial de la Cuaresma. (Foto de CNS/Carlo Allegri, 
Reuters)

Funcionario de ONU elogia apoyo eclesiástico a migrantes, pide continuar ayuda 
WASHINGTON — El rol de la 

Iglesia Católica tiene valor incal-
culable para mantener seguros a 
los refugiados, dijo el alto comi-
sionado de la ONU para refu-
giados, Antonio Guterres, pero 
su agencia y otras que trabajan 
con migrantes necesitan mucho, 
mucho más. 

Hablando durante una reunión 
del Comité Sobre Migración de 
los obispos estadounidenses y 
miembros del personal de agen-
cias eclesiásticas que atienden a 
los migrantes, Guterres dijo que 
la iglesia es vital para ayudar a 
las víctimas de situaciones tales 
como la agitación volátil en la 
República Centroafricana. 

Allí, aunque el reciente con-
fl icto es a menudo descrito como 
una crisis de cristianos contra 
musulmanes, la realidad es que 
“la religión está siendo usada por 
partidarios políticos inescrupu-
losos”, dijo Guterres. Eso creó 
un ambiente que es muy difícil 
de manejar para las agencias 
humanitarias. “Ellos empezaron 
a usar la religión para propagan-
da”. 

Guterres dijo varias veces 
durante su reunión del 10 de 
marzo que aunque mucha de la 
violencia en la República Cen-
troafricana parece estar basada 

en la religión la realidad es que 
en muchos puntos calientes allí 
la Iglesia Católica está mante-
niendo seguros a musulmanes. 
Eso incluye al principal imán de 
Bangui, Omar Kobine Layama, 
quien por su seguridad ha estado 
durmiendo en la casa del arzo-
bispo Dieudonne Nzapalainga de 

Bangui. 
Continuar sirviendo en ese 

rol, y contrapesar a aquellos 
que presentan el confl icto como 
basado en la religión, están entre 
las cosas que él dijo que la Iglesia 
Católica puede hacer para ayudar 
en una de las situaciones de per-
sonas desplazadas más preocu-

pantes del mundo. 
Guterres, ex primer ministro 

de Portugal, dijo que durante los 
casi 10 años que ha dirigido la 
agencia de la ONU encargada de 
proteger y reasentar los refugia-
dos del mundo, él ha llegado a 
ver que este tipo de confl ictos en 
todo el mundo están tanto sin 
cambios como multiplicándose. 

Las regiones que han estado in-
estables durante décadas, como 
Afganistán, parecen nunca salir 
del confl icto. Otras continúan 
resurgiendo, como las de Somalia 
y la República Centroafricana. 

En muchas partes del mundo, 
él dijo, los gobiernos aprueban 
leyes para restringir el movimien-
to y los derechos de los migrantes 
y refugiados. Aunque ellos sola-
mente “aspiran a una vida me-
jor”, dijo Guterres, los migrantes 
son sujetos más frecuentemente 
a ataques desde muchos frentes. 

Las naciones europeas, por 
ejemplo, “se han tornado muy 
egoístas”, él dijo. Aunque muchos 
países europeos dependen de 
los migrantes para mantener la 
vitalidad de su sociedad, nuevas 
leyes están haciendo difícil que 
los refugiados y otros migrantes 
se reasienten. 

Por Catholic News Service  

El obispo auxiliar de Chicago John R. Manz bendice a los niños y adultos después de 
la misa con los trabajadores migrantes y sus familias dentro de una capilla improvisa-
da en Boaz, Alabama. El obispo Manz, miembro de la Subcomité de los obispos de los 
Estados Unidos sobre el Cuidado Pastoral de los migrantes, refugiados y los viajeros 
en noviembre de 2013. (Foto de CNS/Karen Callaway, Catholic New World)
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Catholic radio across the archdiocese

Briefs
Saint Charles Borromeo teams headed to 

world robotics championship
 Two teams from Saint Charles Borromeo Cath-

olic School will join more than 10,000 students 
from around the globe as Oklahoma’s represen-
tatives at the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recog-
nition of Science and Technology; www.usfi rst.
org) Championship at the Edward Jones Dome in 
Saint Louis, April 23 to April 26, 2014.

 Team “Baking Soda Volcano” (www.bsvro-
botics.com) won the FIRST LEGO League (FLL, 
grades 4 to 8) state robotics championship 
tournament at Edmond Santa Fe High on Satur-
day, the overall best of 60 qualifying teams.  In 
the 2013-2014 FLL competition, “Nature’s Fury,” 
teams had to create an innovative solution to 
help people prepare, stay safe or rebuild from a 
natural disaster and also design and program a 
robot to solve several missions on a table cov-
ered with LEGO models.  The team began their 
journey by visiting the National Weather Center 
in August to interview top weather experts. They 
also hosted a 20-team FLL/Jr. FLL exhibition 
at the National Weather Festival in November 
where they presented their robot and innovative 
solution, a danger-detecting remote-controlled 
hovering drone called the Search and Rescue 
Assistant, to many enthusiastic fi rst responders 
and emergency managers.

 Team “SHWEET” (Storm, Hazard, Weather, 
Earthquake, Eruption, Tornado) was invited to 
represent Oklahoma as one of just 40 teams 
from around the world in the Jr. FLL (grades 1 to 
3) division.  They demonstrated their avalanche 
research and model to hundreds of visitors at the 
National Weather Festival as part of the Jr. FLL 
“Disaster Blaster” challenge.

 The after-school robotics program at Saint 
Charles started in 2011 with seven students on 
one team, and in its third year has grown to al-
most 30 students on six teams.  The program is 
spreading throughout the Catholic school system 
in Central Oklahoma, with other teams including 
“RoboCops” -- a blended SCBCS/Bishop John 
Carroll School team -- “LEGO Ninjas”, “Ice Polar 
Bears”, and “Wild LEGO Builders” from SCBCS, 
and “LEGO F5” from Saint Mary’s School in 
Guthrie.  At the high school level, Mount Saint 
Mary High School has been involved in FIRST 
robotics for several years, as well.

Saint James to host bingo March 27, 2014
Bingo begins at Saint James Catholic Church 

(41st and S. McKinley Ave., Oklahoma City) 
March 27, 2014. Reasonably priced food and 
beverages will be served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo be-
gins at 6:30 p.m. All games including two black-
outs are $10. Door prizes and special recognition 
will be given for all players born in January, 
February or March. A large, fl at-screen TV will 

also be given away and all players get an entry 
into the drawing.

Popular blogger to sign books at local book-
store

Catholic home school blogger Rebecca Frech 
will appear at Sacred Heart bookstore in Edmond 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, March 29, to 
sign copies of “Teaching in your Tiara: A Homes-
chooling Book for the Rest of Us.”

Saint James the Greater Catholic Church to 
host “An Evening of Inter-Faith Dialogue”

Reverend Bill Pruett and the people of Saint 
James the Greater Catholic Church will host “An 
Evening of Inter-Faith Dialogue from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Wednesday, April 9, 2014, at Saint James 
Church (4201 S. McKinley Ave, Oklahoma City). 
Father Pruett will host the panel discussion and 
will be joined by Rabbi Vered Harris and Imam 
Tamar Selim to discuss the topic: “What does 
salvation mean to us today?”  As leaders in the 
faith traditions of Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam, the panel members will offer insight into 
what each of the three faiths teaches is necessary 
for eternal life. A reception will follow.

Oklahoma State Health Department to host 
in-service to promote collaboration between 
faith and child protection communities

The Oklahoma State Department of Health 
will sponsor “Keeping the Faith: A Call for Col-
laboration Between the Faith and Child Protec-
tion Communities” from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014, in the BCC auditori-
um of Metro Technology Centers (1900 Spring-
lake Drive, Oklahoma City). Victor Vieth, J.D., 
will lead the workshop. Vieth is the executive 
director emeritus of the National Child Protec-
tion Training Center, a program of Gundersen 
Health System. As a speaker, he comes highly 
recommended by Sister Catherine Powers, CND, 
archdiocesan coordinator of Safe Environment. 
His presentation will explore the dynamics “that 
cause friction between the faith and child pro-
tection communities, the cost of the friction and 
concrete strategies for building bridges between 
these communities.” The in-service is open to 
faith leaders, youth directors, faith community 
volunteers, Sunday School teachers, concerned 
adults and caregivers. Registration begins at 8:45 
a.m. There is no cost to attend the training.

Gospel of Life Dwelling hosts “Women of the 
Way” series

The Saint James Gospel of Life Dwelling 
(GOLD) (1145 SW 42nd Street) this spring will 
host “Women of the Way,” a series of informal 
monthly gatherings that offer a time of prayer, 
sharing and spiritual support for women of all 

ages and all stages in life. The next session is 
slated for 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. April 21. The meet-
ings will follow the book “My Sisters the Saints” 
by Colleen Carroll Campbell; April’s meeting 
will highlight the life of Saint Therese of Lisieux. 
For more information or to order the book at a 
discounted rate, contact Sister Maria at (651) 
600-6704. For the full list of meetings, visit www.
soonercatholic.com. 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreats bring the light of 
Christ to the darkness in the hearts of women 
and  men wounded by an abortion experience

Each year, the archdiocesan Offi ce of Fami-
ly Life sponsors two Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 
in the Oklahoma City area. The retreats are for 
those who have experienced abortion and seek 
healing. They are often attended by persons from 
neighboring states who want to fi nd a healing re-
treat where no one knows them.  The testimonies 
of those experiencing the healing light of Jesus 
during the weekend speak volumes.

“(I attended a) Rachel’s Vineyard retreat this 
year and the healing I have experienced as a re-
sult has changed me deeply and fundamentally,” 
one past attendee said. “I not only found God’s 
forgiveness but He made it possible for me to 
forgive myself.  Healing is possible. There is hope.  
A part of me died when I had my abortion and 
God’s healing is restoring me.”

Another attendee said: “To any woman who 
has had one or many abortions ... and has the 
need to be reconciled with God and maybe her 
Church, the retreat is a wonderful gift she could 
give to herself.  You are able to experience the 
sadness, grief and shame in the company of 
other women and men feeling very much the 
same.  This pain turns into hope with the help 
of a nurturing and well-trained team.  You are 
not rushed or hurried; you are given time to 
refl ect and become open to the healing process. 
... It was like a light had been turned on in my 
life again.  I came out of the darkness and into 
the light.  A great weight has been lifted from 
my shoulders.  I was fi nally able to grieve for my 
children without feeling the guilt that I had been 
carrying around for so long.  I was fi nally able to 
forgive myself and release my hatred toward God.  
You must come in order to fi nally heal.  Please 
come.”

The next Rachel’s Vineyard retreat will be May 
23 to May 25, 2014. Please contact the team at 
the confi dential phone line (405) 623-3844 or 
email rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com; they are 
able to answer questions and to arrange one-on 
-one visits for those who are seeking a confi den-
tial meeting prior to deciding about coming to a 
retreat. Additional information about this min-
istry can be found on the website: www.rachels-
vineyard.org.
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Job Box
Full-time accounting position 
The Archdiocesan Business 

Offi ce is looking for a full-time 
accounting position.

The qualifi ed candidate will be 
one with a combination of either 
four years of college level account-
ing or full-time equivalent experi-
ence in bookkeeping.

Call David Johnson at (405) 721-
5651 extension 132 or email re-
sume to David Johnson at djohn-
son@archokc.org.

Elementary School Principal 
St. Philip Neri Catholic School 

in Midwest City is seeking an 
Elementary School Principal.  
All candidates for this preK-8th 
grade school of approximately 200 
students located in Midwest City, 
Oklahoma must be practicing 
Catholics, hold a master’s degree 
in educational administration or 

related fi eld, and have at least fi ve 
years of educational experience. 
Exceptional communication skills 
and enthusiasm for maintaining 
an excellent academic and reli-
gious oriented school is necessary 
for candidates seeking this po-
sition.  Contact the Offi ce of the 
Superintendent, P.O. Box 32180, 
Oklahoma City, OK or call (405) 
721-4202 to request an applica-
tion.

Elementary School Principal 
All Saints Catholic School in 

Norman is seeking Elementary 
School Principal.  Candidates for 
the preK-8th grade school of ap-
proximately 400 students located 
in Norman, Oklahoma must be 
practicing Catholics, hold a mas-
ter’s degree in educational admin-
istration or related fi eld, and have 
at least fi ve years of educational 

experience. Exceptional commu-
nication skills and enthusiasm for 
maintaining an excellent academic 
and religious oriented school is 
necessary for candidates seeking 
this position.  Contact the Offi ce 
of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 
32180, Oklahoma City, OK or call 
(405) 721-4202 to request an ap-
plication.

Full time special education 
teacher 

Christ the King Catholic 
school is seeking to extend our 
present assistive services for the 
2014-15 school year.  Preference 
given to a state-certifi ed special 
education teacher needed to work 
with K-grade 8 students.  Please 
submit an Archdiocesan applica-
tion along with current resume by 
Tuesday, March 25 to Mrs. Karen 
Carter,  Christ the King School, 

1905 Elmhurst Ave.  OKC, 73120.  

Executive Director 
Saint Katharine Drexel Retire-

ment Center is seeking an Execu-
tive Director for its Assisted Living 
community located in El Reno. The 
community consists of two care 
centers comprising 49 apartments 
for assisted living and 16 apart-
ments in a specialized memory 
care.

 The successful candidate should 
have: -Bachelor’s Degree or equiv-
alent education and experience 
–Five plus years of professional ex-
perience in long term care, at least 
three of which should include ex-
perience in assisted living/memory 
care. -Must be a Licensed Admin-
istrator in the State of Oklahoma. 
-Previous supervisory experience 
in long term care. Submit your 
resume to: dave@aigok.com.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not refl ect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar go to www.soonercatholic.org.

MARCH
24-26 Parish Mission at St. John 
the Baptist Church, Edmond. 
Author and speaker, Mark P. Shea 
will present “Becoming Disciples”, 
the 2014 Lenten Mission at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Edmond. For full details go to 
www.soonercatholic.org and see 
the calendar.

26 Penance Rite at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, 6:30 p.m. at 1901 
N.W. 18th St., Oklahoma City,  
73106. All are invited.

28 Francis Rooney book signing 
for “The Global Vatican” Refl ec-
tions from his Service as U.S. Am-
bassador to the Holy See.  3 p.m. 
in the Jan Marie and Richard J. 
Crawford University Club Oklaho-
ma Memorial Union, 900 Asp Ave., 

Norman. Books will be available 
for purchase at the reception. 
RSVP here http://tinyurl. com/kg-
zgzaa by March 24.

29 Birth Choice Annual Life of 
the Party Dinner and Auction 
will be March 29, at 6 p.m. at the 
Skirvin Hilton, Downtown OKC. 
Ticket are $100 each. Corporate 
tables are available, for more infor-
mation call (405) 606-8428.

APRIL
3 Sung Vespers at St. Mark the 
Evangelist parish, Norman at 7 
p.m.

4  First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center.  Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament is at 5:30 p.m. with 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
available prior to Mass.  Mass is 
at 7 p.m.  For more information 
please call the Offi ce of Family Life 
at (405) 721-8944.

5 8th annual Catholic Women’s 
conference at the Reed Center in 
Midwest City. For more informa-
tion go to http://www.ocwc onfer-
ence.com.

6 Live Stations of the Cross 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 
1901 NW 18th St. OKC, at 3 p.m.  
Presented by members of the high 
school youth of St. John’s Catholic 
Church of McAlester.

6 Byzantine Divine Liturgy will 
be celebrated by Fr. Phil Seeton 
at St. Mark’s parish in Norman at 
5:30 p.m.

9 Evening of Inter-Faith Dialog 
Fr. Bill Pruett and the people of St. 
James Church invite you to attend 
an evening of inter-faith dialog 
from 7– 9 p.m.   Fr. Pruett will 
host the panel discussion and will 
be joined by Rabbi Vered Harris 
and Imam Tamar Selim to discuss 
the topic: “What does salvation 
mean to us today?”   A reception 
will follow.

For a full calendar and 
up-to-datejobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing
Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
positions
available. To
learn more, call
Kevin Pierce at
405-514-7660.

Does your
family have

the strength of
the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more
about the Knights of Columbus and
the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so
passionate about the
importance of taking care of
our family. He was the kind of
guy people would look at and
say, ‘That is the kind of father
or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people
who don’t have life
insurance and haven’t taken
the steps to protect their
family. 

“Now, I am an advocate
for life insurance. Without
it, I would have ended up in
bankruptcy, questioning
how I would have raised the
kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C
insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN
YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@
kofc.org
Councils: 6477,
10822, 11237,
12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  
405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@
kofc.org
Councils: 3113,
3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@
kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,
4601, 5440, 6478,
12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@
kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,
1044, 1053, 5266,
13366, 949, 1533, 1537,
1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,
4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303
Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,
1677, 10388, 11194,
11734, 11959, 13313,
14248, 775, 4519,
7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@
kofc.org
Councils: 6606, 962,
4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,
8433, 13828, 3167,
14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,
5396, 5759, 4026, 
4598, 11909, 4889,
9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an
agent in action,

scan here...
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March 23, 2014

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Go Make Disciples!  These words describe our vision for the 

next fi ve years, as set out in my recent Pastoral Letter of the 
same name.  This is our call and mission, given to us by Christ 
in the Gospels (Mt 28:19-20).  Discipleship comes with a cost, 
both a human cost and a fi nancial one.  Faithful disciples are 
faithful stewards of the gifts we have received.  The way we use 
the gifts entrusted to us demonstrates our faith, values and 
priorities as disciples and as a Church.  I am grateful for your 
fi nancial support of your parish and the Archdiocese, especially 
through the ADF appeal and planned giving.

As your shepherd, I consider it a solemn responsibility to be a 
good steward of the fi nancial gifts received by the Archdiocese, 
and to be transparent and accountable to the people of the Arch-
diocese who have shown confi dence and trust in my leadership.  
In that spirit I present this fi nancial report for fi scal year 2012-
13.   It has been prepared by our archdiocesan business offi ce 
and reviewed by independent auditors as well as by our archdi-
ocesan fi nance council.  I offer it now for your review.

Numbers on a page can only present an incomplete picture, 
but hopefully this report provides an overview of the activities 
and ministries provided by the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  I 
give you my pledge that we are continuing to make every effort 
to be good and faithful stewards of the fi nancial resources of the 
Archdiocese.

Every good gift comes from a generous and loving God.  Our 
gratitude to God moves us to a generous response in sharing our 
gifts with others.  This is part of discipleship.  When we acknowl-
edge that the source of our joy is Jesus Christ, we can’t help 
but share that good news with others.  We become what we are 
called to be.  We become missionary disciples!

With the assurance of my prayers and gratitude, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

 

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY   
OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Pastoral Offi ce Funds
Condensed Statements of Activities Condensed Statements of Financial Position

Revenues, gains, and other support:
 Contributions and collections:
   Archdiocesan Development Fund
   Assessment Archdiocesan Operations
   Fees and Revenue of Budgeted Departments
   Pilgrimage
   Priest Medical Collections
   Property Additions by Bishop 
     McGuinness Catholic High School
   Bequests and Other
   Insurance Premiums Earned
   Oil, Gas, and Royalty Income
   Interest and Dividend Income:
    Investments
    Notes Receivable
    Gain on Investments
    Gain (Loss) on Sale of Assets
    Other Income
Total Revenues, Gains, and Other Support

2013
$3,092,628 
 2,101,112 
 1,727,063 

 — 
 96,529 

 1,292,281 
 1,155,131 
 7,199,480 

 215,371 

 1,579,212 
 320,003 

 5,018,090 
 (7,951)

 373,586 
 $24,162,535 

2012
 $3,002,491 
 1,504,602 
 1,633,972 

 2,510 
 126,423 

 1,699,444 
 793,704 
 589,311 
 704,399 

 1,673,938 
 270,347 
 443,537 
 (26,650)
 474,789 

$12,892,817 

June 30

Expenses:
Budgeted Departments and Offi ces:
  Pastoral Center
  Business Offi ce
  Safe Environment
  Archdiocesan Newspaper
  Offi ce of Communication
  Offi ce of Christian Education
  Youth Ministry
  Offi ce of Family Life
  Hispanic Ministry
  Our Lady of Guadalupe Youth Camp
  Offi ce of Planning, Stewardship, 
     and Development
  Ministry to Priests, Permanent Deacons,      
      and Clergy Education
  Hospital Ministry
  Tribunal
  Offi ce of Worship and Spiritual Life
  National Conference of Catholic Bishops -
       United States Catholic Conference
  Priests’ Welfare, Retirement, and Disability
  Property Taxes and Maintenance
Total Budgeted Departments and Offi ces
Sponsored Programs and Other Subsidies:
  Insurance
  Pilgrimage
  Campus Ministry
  Ecumenical and Interreligous
  Contributions Made to Others
  Seminarian Programs
  Pension Cost
  Interest Expense
  Other
Total Sponsored Programs and 
     Other Subsidies
Total Expenses
Change in Net Assets Before Other
     Comprehensive Income
Other Comprehensive Income:
     Actuarial Gain (Loss)
     Amortization of Prior Service Cost
Change in net Assets
Net Assets at Beginning of the Year
Net Assets at End of the Year

 $1,124,894 
 1,033,314 

 80,460 
 461,571 
 32,116 

 488,775 
 427,915 
 225,363 
 375,590 
 444,571 

 
183,122 

 315,959 
 217,799 
 130,991 
 212,313 

 39,907 
 140,567 
 82,029 

 6,017,256 

 7,584,783 
 27,000 

 121,313 
 16,164 

 870,348 
 956,620 
 978,410 
 169,709 
 505,377 

 11,229,724 
 17,246,980 

 6,915,555 

 126,384 
 196,203 

 7,238,142 
 95,472,570 

$102,710,712 

 $1,343,120 
 870,530 
 169,796 
 387,845 

 —
 462,382 
 503,995 
 205,362 
 186,749 
 301,063 

 
122,803 

 226,377 
 203,747 
 148,315 
 189,069 

 39,004 
 54,871 

 118,397 
 5,533,425 

 1,112,478 
 43,278 
 89,000 
 20,375 

 716,814 
 934,765 
 870,770 
 180,205 
 868,391 

 4,836,076 
 10,369,501 

 2,523,316 

 (2,360,398)
 208,730 
 371,648 

 95,100,922 
 $95,472,570 

Assets
  Cash
  Accounts Receivable, Net of Allowance
     for Doubtful Accounts
  Contributions Receivable, Net of 
     Allowance for Doubtful Accounts
  Investments
  Notes Receivable, Net of Allowance
     for Doubtful Accounts
  Land, Buildings, and Equipment
  Other
     Total Assets

Liabilities and Net Assets
  Accounts Payable and Other Liabilities
  Contributions Payable, Net of Discount
  Investments Managed for Related Parties
  Accrued Insurance Claims
  Bank Borrowings
  Accrued Pension Benefi t Cost
     Total Liabilities

Net Assets:
  Unrestricted:
     Designated and Operating
       Accumulated pension related changes      
       other than net periodic pension benefi t costs
     Net Investment in Property and
       Equipment and Other
     Total Unrestricted Net Assets
  Temporarily Restricted
  Permanently Restricted
     Total Net Assets
     Total Liabilities and Net Assets

2013
 $2,057,370 

 2,301,297 

 872,234 
 82,842,869 

 17,903,237 
 47,306,008 

 40,449 
 153,323,464 

 1,414,602 
 631,257 

 36,832,978 
 1,989,013 

 —
 9,744,902 

 50,612,752 

 51,054,215 
 (2,153,771)

 47,306,008 
 96,206,452 

 550,484 
 5,953,776 

 102,710,712 
 $153,323,464 

2012
 $1,756,647 

 1,623,019 

 879,913 
 71,208,603 

 17,760,540 
 45,861,024 

 38,461 
 139,128,207 

 761,708 
 947,205 

 31,361,247 
 1,066,177 

 —
 9,519,300 

 43,655,637 

 45,723,306 
 (2,476,358)

 
45,861,024 
 89,107,972 

 649,294 
 5,715,304 

 95,472,570 
 $139,128,207 

June 30

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123   (405) 709-2759   www.archokc.org

The annual audit for the archdiocese was performed by Cole and Reed,
Certifi ed Pubilic Accountants, and reviewed by the Archdiocesan fi nance

council. Any questions may be referred to the Archdiocesan Business offi ce
at (405) 721-5651. The annual audit can be viewed in its entirety on the

Business Offi ce webpage at archokc.org/business-offi ce/home


