
VATICAN CITY — Although attempts were made to simplify the ceremo-
ny, Pope Francis officially inaugurated his ministry as pope and bishop of
Rome in a liturgy filled with biblical symbolism and signs of the universali-
ty of his mission.

But before the solemn rites began March 19, Pope Francis -- known for
choosing public transport over chauffeur-driven limousines -- took his first
spin in the popemobile, blessing the tens of thousands of people who arrived
in St. Peter's Square as early as 4 a.m. to pray with him. He waved and, at
one point, gave a thumbs up to the faithful. He also kissed three babies held
up to him by the chief of Vatican security, DomeniQco Gianni, and other offi-
cers.

But he climbed out of the open jeep used as a popemobile to kiss a severe-
ly disabled man.

Before entering St. Peter's Square, he addressed by satellite thousands of
his fellow Argentines gathered in Plaza de Mayo in Buenos Aires, where he
had been archbishop before his election as pope. He thanked the people for
their prayers and told them: "I have a favor to ask. I want to ask that we all
walk together, caring for one another ... caring for life. Care for the family,
care for nature, care for children, care for the aged. Let there be no hatred,
no fighting, put aside envy and don't gossip about anyone."

As the Mass began, tens of thousands of pilgrims, faithful and tourists
continued to arrive, filling St. Peter's Square and crowding around the large
video screens placed along the boulevard leading to the square. By the time
of Communion, the Vatican said there were between 150,000 and 200,000
people present.

In his homily, Pope Francis asked prayers that he would be able to protect
the church like St. Joseph protected Mary and Jesus, "discreetly, humbly
and silently, but with an unfailing presence and utter fidelity, even when he
finds it hard to understand."

He said in the Gospels, St. Joseph "can look at things realistically, he is in
touch with his surroundings, he can make truly wise decisions."

But more than anything, he said, the church's patron saint teaches
Christians that the core concern of their lives must be Christ.

"Let us protect Christ in our lives, so that we can protect others, so that
we can protect creation," Pope Francis said.

He called for special efforts to protect "God's plan inscribed in nature" and
to protect one another, especially children, the aged, the poor and the sick.

Although according to church law he officially became pope the minute he
accepted his election in the Sistine Chapel March 13, Pope Francis received
important symbols of his office just before the inauguration Mass -- the
Book of the Gospels, the ring of the fisherman, St. Peter, and the pallium, a
woolen band worn around the shoulders to evoke a shepherd carrying a
sheep.

With members of the College of Cardinals dressed in gold gathered before
continued on page 5
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Pope begins pontificate
with symbols of ministry

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis disarms press, public with fresh style

VATICAN CITY —  Pope Francis
had been pope for less than six days
when he was formally installed March
19, but he had already made a distinc-
tive and overwhelmingly favorable
impression on the world.

That is an especially remarkable
accomplishment given that, until his
election, the former Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio had been practically
unknown to the public outside his
native Argentina.

His abrupt change in style from the
previous pontificate has overwhelm-
ingly charmed the press and the pub-
lic. But among the hierarchy, off-the-
record sentiments seem to be more
mixed: admiration at the ease with

continued on page 5

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Pope Francis reaches out to bless a child as he arrives in St. Peter's Square before his
inaugural Mass at the Vatican March 19. (CNS photo/Paul Hanna, Reuters) 

Above: The pallium is fitted on
Pope Francis during his inaugu-
ral Mass. With his fisherman's
ring and the pallium, the main
symbols of the Petrine office, the
pontiff chose styles in continuity
with two of his predecessors.
(CNS photo/Stefano Rellandini,
Reuters) At left: Pope Francis,
the hand on the left of the photo,
receives his ring from Cardinal
Angelo Sodano, during his inau-
gural Mass. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring) 



Put Out Into the Deep
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Even as a rising chorus of observers, commentators
and prognosticators were about to write off the
Catholic Church as a mere relic of the past, due to its
catalog of recent scandals and the growing indiffer-
ence of many toward the Church, something extraordi-
nary happened. A humble man from Argentina, a pas-
tor with a special love for the poor, Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio, S.J., was introduced as our new Pope.
He had chosen the name Francis.

When Pope Francis stepped onto the loggia of St.
Peter's Basilica and stood quietly before the crowd
gathered in the square, and indeed before the whole
world, it was clear that something new and of great
significance was occurring. Yes, he is our new pope.
But beyond that mere fact, I had the sense of some-
thing more. Perhaps the fact that I knew next to
nothing about him piqued my interest and fascination.
My first question was, "Who is this man?"  This is the
question on all of our minds. He is our Holy Father.
We already love him. But we want to get to know him.
We were struck by his serenity, his simplicity, his evi-
dent humility. I was deeply touched by his profound

bow when he asked the
world to pray for him.

While it is not ours to
know what transpired
during the conclave, it is
evident that the Holy
Spirit has intervened in
a surprising way guiding
the choice of the cardinal
electors toward Cardinal
Bergoglio. He is an out-
sider. He never held a position in the Vatican curia.
He is the pope of many firsts: first non-European in
over more than a millennium, first pope from the
Americas, first Jesuit pope, first pope to choose the
name Francis.

His choice of a name has provoked intense interest
among the faithful, among other Christians and even
non-believers. During a Saturday meeting with jour-
nalists after his election he shared personally how he
came to choose this name. During the papal voting
Cardinal Bergoglio was seated next to Cardinal

Claudio Hummes, whom he described as a
"dear, dear friend.". In his own words,
"When things were getting a little 'danger-
ous', he comforted me. And then, when the
votes reached the two-thirds, there was the
usual applause because the Pope had been
elected. He hugged me and said: 'Do not
forget the poor.'  And that word stuck here
(tapping his forehead); the poor, the poor.
Then, immediately in relation to the poor, I
thought of St. Francis of Assisi.... And so
the name came to my heart: Francis of
Assisi. For me he is the man of poverty,
the man of peace, the man who loves and
safeguards Creation....Oh, how I wish for a
Church that is poor and for the poor!"

By the accounts of his first gestures as
pope, his first homilies and addresses, it is
apparent that this theme is likely to
become one of the hallmarks of this new
pontificate. At the time of his conversion
St. Francis of Assisi received a special
mandate from the Lord, "Francis, rebuild
my Church."  St. Francis was chosen by the
Lord to bring about a great renewal within
the Church in his time. It seems to me
that there is already evidence of a fresh
breeze blowing through the Church at this
moment, the breath of the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is still at work renewing, sus-
taining and guiding the Church.

Pope Francis has humbly asked us to
pray for him. Let us do so. The obstacles
he faces are great. The burdens and chal-
lenges of the Petrine office are unimagin-
able. But the future is in God's hands.
God has entrusted the Church to the care
of Pope Francis, the Vicar of Christ on
earth. Viva il Papa!

Introducing Pope Francis

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
March 24 — Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m. at Our Lady's Cathedral
March 26 — Priests Afternoon of Prayer at Our Lady's Cathedral
March 26 — Chrism Mass, 6 p.m. at Our Lady's Cathedral
March 28 — Holy Thursday -- Mass of the Lord's Supper, 7 p.m. at Our Lady's Cathedral
March 29 — Good Friday -- Passion of the Lord Liturgy, 7 p.m. at Our Lady's Cathedral
March 30 — Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m. at Our Lady's Cathedral
April 2 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., Immaculate Conception Church, Oklahoma City
April 4 — School Mass and classroom visits, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City
April 5 — Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Office
April 6 — Confirmation, 5:30 p.m., St. John the Baptist Church, Edmond
April 7 — Confirmation, 9 a.m., St. Gregory the Great Church, Enid
April 7 — Scout Awards Mass, 4 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center

Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Exclusively on
the website

Pope Francis greets a boy after celebrating Mass at St. Anne's Parish within
the Vatican March 17. The new pope greeted every person leaving the small
church and then walked over to meet people waiting around St. Anne's Gate.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of Church
and Archdiocesan news, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

Priests, professionals and stu-
dents from across the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
gathered at Our Lady's
Cathedral March 14 for a Mass
to celebrate the election of
Pope Francis.

Many of the faithful of the
archdiocese gathered March 19
for a holy hour at the Catholic
Pastoral Center. Instituted by
Archbishop Paul Coakley as a
part of the U.S. bishops' ongoing
call to prayer for renewed
respect for life, marriage and
religious liberty, the holy hour
recurs every third Tuesday of
the month.

The annual March for Life
OKC is Monday, March 25. The
pro-life event begins with Mass,
continues with the march itself
and concludes with a rally at
the Oklahoma State Capitol
Building.

At the March 26 Chrism
Mass, concelebrated by
Archbishop Coakley and the
priests of the archdiocese, the
archbishop will bless the oils for
sacramental use throughout the
archdiocese in the coming year.

From March 28 to March 31,
parishes across the archdiocese
will celebrate Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, Holy Saturday
and Easter with scripture-and-
tradition-rich liturgies that
make Christ experientially
present to attendees.

 Every day, Pope Francis
offers a new catechesis --
either by word or deed -- to the
faithful.

Plus, don't miss daily
updates on Facebook and

Twitter!
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Archbishop Coakley proclaims sacred purpose of Archdiocese 

An archdiocesan envisioning team led by the Most Reverend Paul Coakley,
Archbishop of Oklahoma City, has ascertained and articulated the sacred
purpose of the archdiocese, the team announced this month.

"Our purpose as the people of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,"
Archbishop Coakley said, "is to joyfully witness to the Catholic faith in cen-
tral and western Oklahoma through the teaching, sanctifying and governing
ministry of Christ and His Church so that the Body of Christ is made pres-
ent, the universal call to holiness proclaimed and all people are welcomed
into the promise of eternal life."

The announcement is the first official outcome of a 13-month process to
discern and proclaim a mutually shared vision for the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City - a process that began when Archbishop Coakley chartered
the archdiocesan envisioning team in July
2012 and continued last fall with 12 listening
sessions in parishes across the archdiocese.

While the team first crafted the language of
the sacred purpose months ago, they finalized
it for release to the full membership of the
archdiocese at a more recent meeting.

"The articulation of the sacred purpose
came from the experience and wisdom and
faith of the envisioning team members," Archbishop Coakley said. "The
Church is established by Christ and constituted by Christ and has its own
structure, purpose and mission. We were trying to articulate that as it
applies to us here in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. I see it really as
affirming for us today what has been embraced and lived out by those who
came before us."

The team selected each phrase of the purpose to connote a very specific
meaning and to invite reflection on what it means to live as a Catholic
Christian in central and western Oklahoma.

"'Joy' is a key word," Archbishop Coakley said. "Joy is one of the fruits of
the Holy Spirit and it ought to be evident in all that we do in living and pro-
claiming our faith. People aren't going to be attracted to dour-faced
Christians. We have to bear witness to the joy that our faith brings if people
are going to be attracted to our message and to our way of life."

The purpose also contains its own metrics. To the extent that the members
of the Archdiocese live according to it, the body of Christ will be made pres-
ent, the universal call to holiness will be proclaimed and all people will be
welcomed into the promise of eternal life.

"In our teaching, in our worship, in our sacraments, in our service to the
poor, in our personal witness in lives of holiness, we are making Christ pres-
ent so that others may encounter Him through us," Archbishop Coakley said.
"Holiness is not just for specialists. All of us - each in our own way - are
called to live a holy life. We do that by allowing Christ to live in us, to take
possession of our lives, to fill our minds, to fill our hearts, to fire our imagina-
tions, so that, in all things, we're striving to please the Father, as Jesus did."

As the members of the archdiocese progress in personal holiness, the arch-
bishop suggested, they will organically invite others to consider Christ and
His claims - particularly the claim that He offers eternal life to those who
believe in Him.

"If we are witnessing to Jesus Christ and the love of Christ is evident in
our lives, people might not know it's the love of Christ but they'll be attracted
to it and they'll be drawn to us and they will want to know what makes us

tick," Archbishop Coakley said. "We have to
be confident and willing to take risks in
engaging people in conversations about our
faith, in expressing how our faith is the inte-
grating factor of our lives and guides our deci-
sion-making and judgments. We are very
much concerned about this world in which we
live, but we believe in the resurrection of the
dead and our hope is ultimately fulfilled in
heavenly glory. We want to share that hope

with other people. Our hope is not hope for ourselves alone, but hope for
everyone."

Thirteen active members of the Archdiocese, in addition to the archbishop,
comprise the envisioning team, which has met eight times since July.
Representatives of the Catholic Leadership Institute facilitate the team's six-
hour discernment sessions.

The group will meet at least three more times to finalize the language of
the core values of the Archdiocese, a five-year vision statement, three
Archdiocesan priorities and six Archdiocesan goals. Those outcomes will be
successively proclaimed to - and, the team hopes, embraced by - the Catholic
faithful in Oklahoma.

In September and November, nearly 900 members of the Archdiocese par-
ticipated in the listening sessions, providing creative input and vital insight
into the needs of parishioners. The envisioning team members carefully con-
sidered that feedback as they crafted the three Archdiocesan priorities, from
which will flow the six Archdiocesan goals.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of communications for the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City.

Mutually Shared Vision

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

"Our purpose as the people of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City," Archbishop
Coakley said, "is to joyfully witness to the
Catholic faith in central and western
Oklahoma..."

New Spanish-speaking priests to arrive this summer

Three priests from a religious community in
Mexico will arrive in the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City this summer to assume pastoral
care of Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
Archbishop Paul Coakley announced this month.

"We have both an opportunity and a responsi-
bility to strengthen our pastoral care of
Spanish-speaking Catholics, who represent the
fastest-growing segment of our Catholic popula-
tion in Oklahoma," said the archbishop.

"The invitation to welcome three priests from
the Priestly Confraternity of Workers of the
Kingdom of Christ into the archdiocese -- and to
entrust Sacred Heart parish to their care -- is
one element of what is going to be a more com-
prehensive pastoral response," he said.

The priests - whose names the archbishop has
not yet received - will likely arrive on or near
July 1. All will be native Spanish speakers and
at least one will be fluent in English, according
to the terms of the agreement between the arch-
diocese and the confraternity.

The priests will serve at Sacred Heart and
within the archdiocese with the permission of
the archbishop, but will also have a house supe-
rior in Oklahoma City, as well as a superior
within the confraternity.

"They will have their own community life, but
they will be integrated into the presbyterate of
the archdiocese, as well as the culture of the
archdiocese and the culture of Sacred Heart
parish," Archbishop Coakley said.

Sacred Heart has the largest Spanish-speak-
ing population of any parish in the archdiocese.

"It's a strong, vibrant
parish and it's the kind of
parish that I think per-
haps can benefit most by
this kind of pastoral lead-
ership," the archbishop
said. "We're going to work
with the parish and
school and with the
priests who are coming to
facilitate a smooth and
full transition as quickly
as possible."

Current Sacred Heart
pastor Father Roberto Quant, who characterizes
the members of his parish as young and full of
enthusiasm to apply the faith to life in the
United States, extended an invitation to the
confraternity to send members to Oklahoma for
a visit to Sacred Heart in May.

While the confraternity members who visit
then will not necessarily be the priests who
arrive to serve in the archdiocese full-time in
July, the trip will allow the members of the con-
fraternity to sample the "flavor" of the parish
and convey a sense of Sacred Heart to their
brother priests, Father Quant said.

Archdiocesan Director of Hispanic Ministry
Pedro Moreno, who worked with members of the
confraternity in a previous job in Texas, said he
will also do whatever he can to ease the transi-
tion.

"We want these priests to fall in love with
Oklahoma City," Moreno said. "We are going to
do anything and everything possible to make
sure that happens."

When Moreno assumed the position of direc-

tor of Hispanic ministry seven months ago, the
archbishop was conducting listening sessions as
part of a 13-month process to discern and pro-
claim a mutually shared vision for the archdio-
cese.

Throughout the listening sessions, Spanish-
speaking Catholics throughout the state repeat-
edly said they wanted to go to confession, coun-
seling and spiritual direction to priests who
shared their native language.

"The archbishop is committed to giving an
adequate pastoral response to the increased
presence of our Hispanic brothers and sisters in
the archdiocese," Moreno said.

Father Quant said the same.
"The archbishop as the spiritual father of all

people in the archdiocese is making sure the
needs of the Hispanic community are being
met," he said.

Founded in 1963 in Mexico under the auspices
of the Mexican bishops' conference, the Priestly
Confraternity of Workers of the Kingdom of
Christ celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.

By canon law, the confraternity is not a reli-
gious order, but "a society of apostolic life" - a
community of priests who share a common spiri-
tuality and a common purpose. In this case, that
purpose is "to respond to the missionary needs
of the Church by providing priests to those dio-
ceses most in need and (thereby) extend the
Kingdom of Christ," according to Moreno.

The society is "of pontifical right," which
means the Holy See has approved its constitu-
tion.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director of commu-
nications for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Father Roberto Quant
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After more than a decade, thank you
Dear Oklahoma Catholics,

This will be my last issue as editor
of your Sooner Catholic. Thank you
for putting up with me for the past 12
years.

When now Archbishop Emeritus
Beltran first hired me to serve as edi-
tor of the Sooner Catholic I never
dreamed I would still be in the posi-
tion more than a decade later. This
alone must be proof the Church is for-
giving and very patient.

In all seriousness, I would like to
thank both Archbishop Beltran and
Archbishop Coakley for their patience,
guidance, prayers and support over
the years. The Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City is blessed to have
these men of great faith leading us
through some pretty rough-and-tum-
ble times. I never had a clue before
coming to work for the Archdiocese
how dedicated and committed these
archbishops are to the God they love
and the people they serve. The same
goes for our priests. They give - and
then they give more. Our religious sis-
ters are cut from the same cloth.

So many memories and faces come
flooding into my mind as I think back

over the past years.
So many people
reaching out to help
others.

I remember being
in the Parish Hall at
Sacred Heart
Church in
Oklahoma City
when now Bishop
Anthony Taylor and
Deacon Roy Forysthe met with young
Hispanic gang members who were
trying to turn their lives around. A
retired plastic surgeon, Deacon Roy
was offering to remove gang tattoos
from the young men's arms and faces.

Then there's Barbara Chishko and
Ruth Blakely and all the women and
men who support the Birth Choice
effort. These are people who make a
difference every day. They light a can-
dle.

Jim O'Brien and the Center of
Family Love: what a beautiful legacy
of love the Knights of Columbus and
those who support CFL have given to
our faith and to Oklahoma.

Sister Barbara Joseph Foley and
Rick Swyden handing out sacks of
hotdogs to the homeless of Oklahoma

City: ten years later, Hotdogs for the
Homeless is still feeding the less for-
tunate. Ten years later, Swyden is still
hugging the street people.

There are so many more faces and
so many more memories: Tim
O'Connor and the people at Catholic
Charities; Rachel's Vineyard; the
Office of Family Life; Sister Kay and
Catholic education; Nancy Housh and
the Office of Youth and Young Adults;
and all the love and laughter shared
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Youth Camp. My advice is to send
your children to summer camp at
OLOG! 

It's been a remarkable 12 years for
me. I know I have received so much
more than I have given and for this I
am truly humbled and thankful.

I hope in a small way to continue to
contribute to the Sooner Catholic and
the ministry of the Church in
Oklahoma.

Thank you and God bless,

Ray Dyer
Sooner Catholic, Editor

By Ray Dyer

Pope Francis leaves deep first impression
ROME — When Pope Francis stepped out onto the cen-

tral loggia of St. Peter's on the night of March 13, I
thought of the man I had met in his Buenos Aires office
10 months before: Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, S.J.,
who was looking forward to laying down the burden of
leadership and devoting himself to prayer, reflection and
study. Now, because Benedict XVI decided to renounce
the Chair of Peter and do what Cardinal Bergoglio want-
ed to do, the old-school Argentine Jesuit is now
Benedict's successor. His acceptance of the cross that is
the papacy was an act of humble obedience by a man
who had bent his will to the divine will for over a half-
century.

What kind of man is he? Some impressions from an
hour's conversation last May:

A man of God. The new pope struck me then as some-
one who lived from the inside out - a man whose rich
interior life was the basis of his public life, a leader
whose decisions grew from prayer and discernment, not
calculation.

A man of profound humili-
ty. I had long been interested
in getting to know then-
Cardinal Bergoglio, but I had
the hardest time getting him
to talk about his own life and
experiences. I didn't detect
shyness in this, or false mod-
esty, but a true evangelical
humility. Pope Francis will
not have the effervescence of a John Paul II, but, like the
Polish pope who created him cardinal, Jorge Bergoglio
has spent his life saying not, "Look at me," but rather,
"Look to Jesus Christ." 

A man of keen and realistic intelligence. Pope Francis
is not the university professor that John Paul II and
Benedict XVI had been in their pre-papal lives. And
while that model of preparing-for-the-papacy served the
Church well for 35 years, it's not the only possible model.
Now, rather than a professor who learned how to be a
pastor, the Church has been given a pastor who has long
experience of being a pastor. Nonetheless, I was struck
last May by Bergoglio's sharp mind, his familiarity with
issues throughout the world Church and his prudence in
judging people and situations. He was, for example, com-
pletely realistic and lucid about the Church's situation in
Latin America. Rather than complaining about evangeli-
cal Protestant "sheep-rustling," as more than a few Latin
American churchmen do, the archbishop spoke with

insight and conviction about the impera-
tive of Catholicism rediscovering the
power of the Gospel through personal
conversion to Jesus Christ.

A man of the New Evangelization.
The new pope played a significant role
in shaping the Latin American bishops'
2007 "Aparecida Document," which
embraced the New Evangelization and
put it at the center of the Church's life.
In our conversation, the man who would
become pope made clear his understanding that a kept
Church-"kept" in the sense of legal establishment, cultur-
al habit, or both-had no future in the 21st-century West,
given the acids of secularism. Pope Francis is a man, I
conclude, who intends to go on evangelical offense: It will
be all Gospel, all proposal, all evangelism, all the time.

A man of reform. We spoke of the Latin American edi-
tion of my book, "The Courage To Be Catholic," for which

he thanked me. And in dis-
cussing Vatican affairs, then-
Cardinal Bergoglio displayed
a shrewd, but not cynical,
grasp of just what was wrong
with the Church's central
bureaucratic machinery, and
why. Thus I think we can
expect the new pope to lead
the Church in a purification
and renewal of the episco-

pate, the priesthood, the religious life and the Curia
because he understands that scandal, corruption and
incompetence are impediments to the Gospel-centered
mission I describe in "Evangelical Catholicism: Deep
Reform in the 21st Century Church" (Basic Books).

A man of freedom rightly understood. In addition to
Pope Francis's lifetime commitment to the poor, I'd also
note his commitment to human rights and democracy,
both of which are under severe pressure in Argentina.
The new pope knows the fragility of democratic self-gov-
ernance and will work to shore up democracy's eroding
moral-cultural foundations throughout the West.

Habemus papam.
Thanks be to God.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
Weigel's column is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register, the official newspaper of the Denver Archdiocese.
Phone: (303) 715-3215.

By George
Weigel

The new pope struck me then as
someone who lived from the inside out
-- a man whose rich interior life was
the basis of his public life, a leader
whose decisions grew from prayer and
discernment, not calculation.



BUENOS AIRES, Argentina —
The celebrating started late March
18. Outside the Metropolitan
Cathedral, in the expansive Plaza de
Mayo, rock bands played. Vendors in
the area peddled pictures and
posters of Pope Francis, as well as
pope-themed cushions, calendars and
key rings.

Seminarians and youth groups
began praying for the new pope.
Trucks came to accept donations for
the poor; Pope Francis had asked
Argentines not to spend money trav-
eling to Rome for his inauguration.

Instead, they rose early and
watched the hometown resident ele-
vated to head of the world's Catholic
Church.

"We never dreamed that this

would be him," said Juana Lucia
Paz, a social worker dressed in a wig
of blue and white, Argentina's
national colors. She arrived outside
the Metropolitan Cathedral at 2:30
a.m. from outlying Buenos Aires
province. "This is a blessing for this
country, an enormous sense of pride
— for the whole world."

Even in a country with significant
non-Catholic and non-practicing
Catholic populations, Pope Francis —
until March 13, Buenos Aires
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio — is
seen as a religious person raising the
country's profile.

The Buenos Aires government
closed public schools March 19, and
church bells were to be rung at noon
for 10 minutes. Mass was to be cele-
brated later at all parishes in the
archdiocese for the feast of St. Joseph

-- instructions given by Pope Francis.
"The election of Pope Francis is

one of the most important events
that have been produced in
Argentine history and greatly
exceeds its religious nature," the city
said in a statement.

Thousands watched as their for-
mer archbishop addressed them by
satellite in the predawn hours. He
thanked them for their prayers and
told them: "Care for the family, care
for nature, care for children, care for
the aged. Let there be no hatred, no
fighting, put aside envy and don't
gossip about anyone." 

"I believe there are going to be
changes for the better. ... With more
people like him, humble and simple,"
said Catalina Ibanez, who works in a
cloister and recalled serving Pope
Francis coffee.
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Symbols of ministry
continued from page 1

the main altar in St. Peter's Basilica
and brass players sounding a fanfare,
the rites began at the tomb of St.
Peter. Pope Francis venerated the
mortal remains of his predecessor as
head of the church and was joined
there by the heads of the Eastern
Catholic Churches.

Processing behind the Eastern
church leaders and the cardinals,
Pope Francis -- wearing a simple,
mostly white chasuble and his black
shoes -- came out into St. Peter's
Square while the choir chanted a spe-
cial litany to Christ the King.

French Cardinal Jean-Louis
Tauran, who had announced Pope
Francis' election to the world six days
earlier, placed the pallium, which had
been worn by Pope Benedict XVI,
around the new pope's neck. The
retired pope did not attend the Mass.

"The Good Shepherd charged Peter
to feed his lambs and his sheep; today

you succeed him as the bishop of this
church to which he and the Apostle
Paul were fathers in faith," Cardinal
Tauran said.

Italian Cardinal Angelo Sodano,
dean of the College of Cardinals, pre-
sented Pope Francis with the fisher-
man's ring, a gold-plated silver band
featuring St. Peter holding keys, a
reminder that Jesus told St. Peter: "I
will give you the keys to the kingdom
of heaven. Whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven."

Giving the pope "the ring, the seal
of Peter the fisherman," Cardinal
Sodano told the pope he was called, as
bishop of Rome, to preside over the
church with charity. He prayed the
pope would have "the gentleness and
strength to preserve, through your
ministry, all those who believe in
Christ in unity and fellowship."

Six cardinals, representing the

entire College of Cardinals, publicly
pledged obedience to the pope.

While many Christians acknowl-
edge the special role of the bishop of
Rome as the one who presides over
the entire Christian community in
love, the way the papacy has been
exercised over the centuries is one of
the key factors in the ongoing division
of Christians.

For the first time since the Great
Schism of 1054 split the main
Christian community into East and
West, the ecumenical patriarch
attended the installation Mass.
Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople, first among equals of
the Eastern Orthodox, sat in a place
of honor near the papal altar.

Catholicos Karekin II of
Etchmiadzin, patriarch of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, also
attended the Mass along with delega-
tions from 12 other Orthodox and
Oriental Orthodox churches, 10

Anglican and Protestant communities
and three international Christian
organizations, including the World
Council of Churches.

After the Lord's prayer, Pope
Francis exchanged a sign of peace
with Patriarch Bartholomew and with
Catholicos Karekin.

The Chief Rabbinate of Israel, the
Jewish community of Rome and sev-
eral international Jewish organiza-
tions sent representatives to the cere-
mony, as did Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh,
Jain and Hindu communities and
organizations.

Also present were representatives
of 132 governments, led by the presi-
dents of Italy and Argentina, the
reigning royals of six countries --
including Belgium's king and queen --
and 31 heads of state. Vice President
Joe Biden led the U.S. delegation
while David Lloyd Johnston, governor
general, led the Canadian delegation.

Fresh style
continued from page 1

which Pope Francis has assumed his
new role, alongside doubts that he can
or should keep up such an unconven-
tional approach for long.

The new pope made an immediate
impact with his extraordinary ges-
tures of humility: bowing and asking
the crowd's blessing on election night,
paying his own hotel bill and eschew-
ing papal regalia such as red shoes
and a gold pectoral cross; and with his
displays of spontaneity, such as stray-
ing from prepared texts and stopping
to greet the crowd on a Rome street.

Especially within the Vatican, there
are surely many who inwardly regret
the clear signs that informality will be
the rule in this pontificate. After all,
honors and decorations are among the
few worldly rewards legitimately
available to those in the hierarchy.
More importantly, anyone who under-
stands the significance of appearances
in Italian and thus in Vatican culture
understands that Pope Francis'
changes indicate a threat to some-
thing more vital than vanity.

Of the widely acknowledged priori-
ties among the cardinal electors in the
run-up to the conclave that chose
Pope Francis, none was more promi-

nent than the need to reform the
Roman Curia, the church's central
administration. Sensational leaks to
the press in 2012 documented corrup-
tion and mismanagement inside the
Vatican, and in a speech during the
cardinals' pre-conclave meetings,
then-Cardinal Bergoglio himself is

reported to have denounced the prac-
tice of ecclesiastical "careerism."

If the cardinals chose Pope Francis
in part to play the role of curial
reformer, they ignored a common
argument that an Italian would be
best prepared to deal with that large-
ly dysfunctional culture. But as he

reminded the crowd attending his
first Angelus March 17, the new pope
is of Italian origin. Though Argentina
is a Spanish-speaking country, in
other respects its culture owes as
much to Italy as to any other
European country. At least in terms of
his heritage, Pope Francis is obviously
better prepared to understand and
oversee his new collaborators than his
Polish and German predecessors
were.

As pastor of the universal church, a
pope must consider how his gestures,
statements and decisions will be
received by the widest possible audi-
ence. Pope Francis' shows of humility
and accessibility plainly underscore
his avowed desire that the church be
close to the poorest and least power-
ful, a message he reinforced explicitly
in the homily at his installation Mass.

To a more restricted and dispropor-
tionately powerful group of spectators,
the new pope's departures from
Vatican protocol also send another, no
less revolutionary message: that he
knows what he thinks is right and
will not hesitate to defy precedent or
the instructions of others to act
accordingly.

People watch the televised broadcast of the inaugural Mass of Pope Francis on a giant
screen outside of the Metropolitan Cathedral in Buenos Aires, Argentina, March 19.
(CNS photo/Marcos Brindicci, Reuters)

Rock bands, vendors, prayer: Buenos Aires celebrates pope
By David Agren

Catholic News Service

People hold Argentine flags and images of
Pope Francis as they watch the broadcast
of the inaugural Mass of the pontiff on a
giant screen outside of the Metropolitan
Cathedral in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
(CNS photo/Marcos Brindicci, R euters)
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A statue sheds light on the mission of Pope Francis
Across the piazza from the

Basilica of San Giovanni in
Laterano, or St. John Lateran, in
Rome stands a statue. A robed man
is poised atop a rough stone dais, his
arms raised toward the figures of
Christ and the apostles on top of the
Basilica. From behind the statue, it
appears that his hands are holding
up the church. This is the great
preacher St. Francis of Assisi, and
the legend behind the statue might
have significance for the papacy of
Pope Francis.

In the year 1207, Pope Innocent
III had a dream. Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI's  excellent book,
Great Teachers, tells the story: "In
it, he saw the Basilica of St. John
Lateran, the mother of all churches,
collapsing and one small and
insignificant religious brother sup-
porting the church on his shoulders
to prevent it from falling." When St.
Francis arrived in Rome, the Holy
Father recognized him as that
"insignificant" man. Pope Innocent
made Francis and his disciples into
an official Order, and, ever since, the
Franciscans have preached the
Gospel from the Holy Land to the
New World.

What was so important about St.

John Lateran? Then and now, it is
the Cathedral of the Bishop of
Rome-the Pope. The Chair, or See, of
the Pope is not at St. Peter's, as

many think, but in this Lateran
Basilica near the ancient walls of
Rome. In fact, until 1870, the Popes
lived in the adjoining palace.

By holding up St. John Lateran,
St. Francis was holding up both an
emblem of the papacy and a symbol
of the Catholic Church itself. St.
John Lateran has been around since
318 A.D. -when the Emperor
Constantine allowed Christians to
publicly practice their faith in Rome.

Looking at Pope Francis' name-
sake, we see a man who kept the
Church from collapsing by reinforc-
ing its commitment to serve even
the lowliest of creation with a deep
love. He revived the faith of the
Middle Ages with his zeal for the
Gospel.

We are in the midst of a revival
today. Pope Benedict invited us to
open the "door of faith" and begin a
journey of conversion in our hearts.
Pope Francis has not yet made an
official statement on the Year of
Faith (although he did make such a
statement as Archbishop of Buenos
Aires - see page TK), but he has dis-
closed his great concern for the poor.
He might remind us that, like St.
Francis, we are called to hold up the
poor and lowly of creation, to pre-
vent them from falling.

After Easter, when Pope Francis
passes by that statue and takes pos-
session of his Chair at St. John
Lateran, remember: He supports the
whole Church on his shoulders.

By Brianna Joyce
The Sooner Catholic

Aquinas Ministry Formation program
equips laity for role in the Church

As sharers in the role of
Christ, members of the laity
have an active role to play in
the life and activity of the
Church, reiterated the bishops
in the Second Vatican Council.

To equip the local laity for
that role, the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City offers the
Aquinas Ministry Formation
program.

This Master of Arts in
Pastoral Ministry degree pro-
gram has as its primary pur-
pose the preparation of a cohort
of men and women for leader-
ship in a variety of pastoral
ministries in the local Church,
according to a news release.

The program offers a broad
overview of the theory and
skills needed for effective pas-
toral ministry. As a collabora-
tive initiative between the
Aquinas Institute and the arch-
diocese, the goals, structure and
implementation of the MAPM
degree reflect both the unique
pastoral needs of the local
church and the standard
requirements for graduate-

level, accredited theological
education for ministry in the
Church.

"The program is geared
toward those who feel called to
be a better disciple of Jesus in
the context of the family, work-
place, neighborhood or commu-
nity," said Sister Diane Koorie,
RSM, director of the Office of
Pastoral Ministry. "It's an ideal
way to learn more about the
faith, to become better skilled
in service and to take the next
steps to become a ministry
leader."

As the Vatican II Decree on
the Apostolate of the Laity puts
it, "Everyone should painstak-
ingly ready himself or herself
personally for the apostolate,
especially as an adult … to
exercise more effectively those
charismatic gifts which the
Holy Spirit has bestowed on all
for the good of others."

More information about the
Aquinas Ministry Formation
program, including information
about how to apply, is available
at http://archokc.org/office-of-
pastoral-ministry/home.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

St. Gregory's blesses start of
Benedictine Hall restoration

SHAWNEE (March 11, 2013) — St.
Gregory's University kicked off its
multi-million dollar Benedictine Hall
Centennial Restoration Project with a
blessing ceremony presided over by
St. Gregory's Abbey's Abbot Lawrence
Stasyszen, O.S.B.

The ceremony took place on the
steps of the main entrance to
Benedictine Hall, which lost its four
iconic towers to a 2011 earthquake.

"The week before Spring begins, we
gather for a very happy, happy occa-
sion," said Abbot Lawrence. "We are
about to begin a good work. Let us
pray for God's help through this cele-
bration that God will bring this con-
struction to successful completion,
and that His protection will keep
those who work on it safe from
injury."

The first phase of the project will
include the restoration of Benedictine

Hall's turrets and the marble steps of
the building's main entrance.

"This is a terrific day for St.
Gregory's," university President Greg
Main said. "I'd like to thank the 3,400
individuals and businesses and
friends and alumni that have con-
tributed $2.34 million to the restora-
tion of Benedictine Hall." 

The second phase of the project,
which will cost an additional $2.7 mil-
lion, is set to continue the renovations
by returning period-correct windows
and front doors to Benedictine Hall,
constructing a new North entrance,
adding a new roof and waterproofing
the building in advance of its centen-
nial anniversary in 2015.

Nearly $1 million of interior reno-
vations are also planned.

For more information about St.
Gregory's University, visit www.stgre-
gorys.edu.
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Doubling donors' benefit!
In most cases, a gift of stocks, bonds or other appreciated securities to the Catholic
Foundation can generate an income tax deduction on the donor's tax return. The
Catholic Foundation can sell those securities and use the proceeds for its endow-
ments or programs as the donor wishes.  The donor receives credit for that gift at
the Catholic Foundation and an immediate income tax deduction for the fair mar-
ket value of the securities on the date of transfer, no matter what he or she origi-
nally paid for them. The donor pays no capital gains tax on the donated securities.
Gifts can be made to benefit a parish, Catholic schools, Catholic Charities, voca-
tions and priests' retirement or a myriad of Archdiocesan ministries.  And, the
donor can have the satisfaction of making a significant gift now or funding a life-
income gift that benefits the Catholic Church upon death. Remember, every gift to
the Catholic Foundation is an investment in the future of our faith. 

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

CORNERSTONE

Catholic Foundation scholarships lessen stress,
enable recipients to focus attention on academics

In his four years at Oklahoma State University,
Catholic senior and engineering major Jeff
Biggerstaff has so far managed to maintain a 4.0
GPA -- and he cites a scholarship from the Catholic
Foundation of Oklahoma as one reason for that
accomplishment.

"I have been able to dedicate much of my time to
my studies because I have had the financial sup-
port of scholarships," Biggerstaff said. "Without
(the) support (of the Catholic Foundation), my col-
lege career would not have been what it was."

After graduation, Biggerstaff -- who is a member
of St. Mary Catholic Church in Medford -- said he
hopes to utilize his degree in biosystems and agri-
cultural engineering as an environmental engineer
for an energy company.

Fellow OSU senior and CFO scholarship recipi-
ent Lauren Larres also said the scholarship
enabled her to focus more time on her academic
pursuits than would otherwise have been possible.

"I have not had to take on a part-time job
(because of) these funds," Larres said. "Also, I have
maintained a lower stress level (because) I do not
constantly have to worry about meeting expenses."

A communication sciences and disorders major,
Larres plans to complete a Master's degree in
speech-language pathology and eventually work
with adults who suffer from communications disor-

ders as a result of traumatic brain injuries.
Larres, who is a member of St. Ann Catholic

Church in Elgin, said the scholarship gave her a
window into the wider activities of CFO.

"Receiving this scholarship has helped me recog-
nize CFO's involvement in the greater Catholic
community," she said.

University of Oklahoma senior and CFO schol-
arship recipient Ngan Nguyen, a member of St.
Andrew Dung-Lac Catholic Church in Oklahoma
City, echoed Larres.

"The CFO scholarship was very helpful!" she
said. "I'm very thankful to have received it. College
expenses can become stressful and this scholarship
appeased a lot of my stress."

After graduation, Nguyen, who majored in man-
agement information systems, said she hopes to
obtain a stable job.

This year, the Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma
will again offer scholarships to qualified students
to defray the ever-increasing costs of higher educa-
tion. Scholarship recipients are determined based
on financial need, academic achievement, and serv-
ice to church and community. The recipient must
be a full-time student and a permanent resident of
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Scholarships
are renewed for all recipients for four years of
undergraduate study as long as the student main-
tains a 3.0 cumulative GPA. The deadline to apply
is Tuesday, April 2, 2013. More information and

application forms are available at
http://cfook.org/scholarship-center/college-scholar-
ship-program.

"It is important to achieve higher education,"
Larres said. "The CFO scholarships will help oth-
ers do just that, as it helped me."

Nguyen agrees.
"I would recommend the CFO scholarship to oth-

ers," she said. "I'm hoping my brother will receive
a scholarship next year!"

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Lauren Larres

Ngan Nguyen

Register online at www.cfook.org

How to apply
What is available? Scholarships from the
Catholic Foundation, renewable for up to 4
years of undergraduate study
Who is eligible? Full-time students who are
permanent residents of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City
When is the deadline? April 2, 2013
Where is the application form?
Application forms are available at
http://cfook.org
Why apply? As CFO scholarship recipient
Lauren Larres put it, "It is important to
achieve higher education. The CFO scholar-
ships will help others do just that, as it
helped me."



When Cristobal Deloera was a senior in high school in 2004 and 2005, he
had no real picture of the life of a seminarian.

"I only knew seminarians were out in the middle of nowhere, miles and
miles away from the city," Deloera said in a written reflection on the discern-
ment of his vocation to the priesthood.

In the winter of that year, though, two mentors from the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City - Sister Margarita Vasquez and Father Joseph Michael Irwin -
pointedly asked him whether he had ever considered the priesthood.

Deloera, who hails from the home parish of St. Charles Borromeo, said he
"had been avoiding that question for a long time." He began to seriously con-
sider it.

Father Irwin then did Deloera one better; he invited him to attend the
March 2005 "Come and See" weekend -officially called "Encounter with God's
Call - at Conception Seminary College in Missouri. Deloera hesitantly agreed
to go.

"I was thinking to myself, 'Surely Father will forget to call me and I will be
free to hang out with my friends on the weekend,'" Deloera said.

A week before the trip, Father Irwin
called Deloera to remind him of it.
This time, Deloera responded with
conviction; he was ready to go.

"I felt a profound peace because I
knew that it was only going to be a
weekend experience and I was going to
have the opportunity to experience
seminary life and ask questions to
'real seminarians,'" Deloera related.

The next weekend, on the ride to
Conception with other interested
peers, Deloera felt a little nervous. A
chorus of two questions played itself
over and over again in his mind. "God,
why did you bring me here? What do
you want from me?"

The weekend turned out to be one of
the best weekends of his life.

"Honestly, I had never visited such a
beautiful place as CSC," he said. "(The
seminarians) were normal like us.
They radiated a great joy and happi-
ness that, without a doubt, caught all
of our attention. I could sense some-
thing very special, something that I
didn't understand at that time. Now
that I reflect and look back on the
weekend, I am able to say with much

confidence that it was a 'vocation' that was being
nurtured and formed by the hands of God."

Deloera particularly appreciated that the semi-
nary offered outdoor activities - soccer, volleyball,
football and more. A sports lover, Deloera had
mistakenly assumed seminarians no longer
engaged in competitive activities.

In one short weekend, Deloera "was able to
experience (the) competition, passion for sports,
brotherhood, friendship, courage and love of living
life to the fullest" that characterized the lives of
the seminarians.

The visit convinced him that God was calling
him to study for the priesthood.

"I didn't know what it was going to require of
me, but I only knew deep within my heart that I
should definitively give myself an opportunity to
respond with a generous 'yes' and with a committed
heart," Deloera said. "Today, I can happily say that I don't regret attending
'Come and See' at Conception Seminary College."

Now in his third year of theology at
Saint Meinrad Seminary in Indiana,
Deloera will be ordained a temporary
Deacon this summer.

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
will sponsor students to attend anoth-
er "Encounter with God's Call" week-
end at Conception Seminary College
this April. Transportation will leave
from the Catholic Pastoral Center
April 13 and return April 15. Those
who are interested may reserve a seat
by emailing the Vocations Office at
vocations@archokc.org or calling (405)
721-9351.

"Dear friends, as one who has lived
this experience, I humbly ask you -
yes, you who are reading this right
now - to please consider before God
whether He is calling you to serve
Him, perhaps as a priest for the people
of Oklahoma," Deloera said.

To read Deloera's full written reflec-
tion on the discernment of his vocation
to the priesthood, please visit
www.soonercatholic.com.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director
of communications at the Archdiocese

of Oklahoma City.
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St. Monica's choir returns from Italy
EDMOND — On March 11, the choir of St. Monica's in Edmond returned

from a trip to Italy. They gave concerts at the Festival of Peace and
Brotherhood in the Castelli Romani region. After auditioning, they were accept-
ed to sing the liturgy for Mass at St. Mark's Basilica in Venice. Next, they trav-
eled to Florence to sing at the Duomo. The choir members also "flashmobbed" (a
surprise concert planned ahead of time) sacred music outside of Castel
Gandalfo, while Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI was in residence.

Because of preparations for the conclave, the choir was unable to sing Mass
at St. Peter's Basilica on March 6, as previously planned. However, they attend-
ed a public rosary and vespers with the College of Cardinals. Although the
choir members could not visit the Sistine Chapel, the Vatican Museums opened
the Raphael rooms and several libraries.

While on their trip, the choir performed famous pieces such as "Panis
Angelicus" and Schubert's "Salve Regina," as well as many American hymns
and spirituals. To hear some of their recordings, visit www.soonercatholic.com.

At right: The St. Monica Choir in concert at
the church San Vitale in Rome, Italy. Below:
The choir in their first concert of the Italy
tour at church of San Gregorio Magno in
Monte Porzio Catone, Italy.

"Come and See" weekend previews life of seminarians

2012 Come and See participants.

What to expect at the March for Life

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

Cristobal Deloera

The first Oklahoma March for Life took place
March 26, 2012. Organized by 40 Days for Life and
Oklahomans for Life, Inc., the participants prayed
and rallied for the protection of life. After
Archbishop Paul Coakley celebrated Mass at
Corpus Christi Church, several hundred people
walked the one mile to the Capitol. It was a per-
fect spring day with a slight wind. Professionals,
priests and Knights of Columbus were present.
Several elementary and high school students and
their teachers missed class to attend the event.

A peaceful rally was held on the Capitol steps.
Some walkers held signs proclaiming "Defend
Life." Speakers included Rep. Rebecca Hamilton
(D-Oklahoma City), a pro-life advocate. Kevin
Calvey of Oklahomans for Life participated with
his wife, Tony, who was pregnant with their third
child. Archbishop Coakley blessed their unborn
son, Joseph, who will be one year old this coming
April.

Petitions were circulated in support of anti-
abortion legislation such as the "personhood" bill,
which would give legal rights to embryos. The

measure was never brought to a vote.
This year, the organizers of the March hope for

a big turnout. Mass will be celebrated at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help by Fr.
John Metzinger. Archbishop Coakley will be
unable to attend because of other commitments.

The March itself begins at 10:30 a.m. at the
Cathedral. The distance to the Capitol is approxi-
mately 2.4 miles. Participants may join in any-
where along the way if they don't want to walk the
whole route.

The March is a specific way to support the sanc-
tity of life from conception to natural death and to
answer the U.S. bishops' call to prayer for life,
marriage and religious liberty.

Those who would like more information may
contact Debbie Krisch at dmkrisch@hotmail.com
or visit the "March for Life OKC" Facebook page.

Sooner Catholic file photos 
from 2012 March for Life.

By Sooner Catholic Staff
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Archdiocese to host Year of Faith film contest

Amid all the excitement surrounding the
papal transition, the Year of Faith continues.
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is hosting a
film contest to celebrate the Year of Faith.
Father William Novak, Vicar General for the
Archdiocese, told us a little more about it.

SC: What is the theme of this film contest?
FN: It revolves around the Year of Faith. The

theme is "Living your faith in word and in
deed." In your short film, we'd like you to show
us what your faith means to you and how you
demonstrate it to the world. Gather your
friends and family and start filming! You can
use any means available to you in creating a
video that tells how you live your faith.

SC: Why did the Year of Faith committee
choose to hold a film contest?

FN: It started with Archbishop Paul
Coakley's desire to promote the New
Evangelization, the art of living the Gospel
defined by Blessed Pope John Paul II and Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI. In a world darkened by
secularism, relativism and individualism, we
can't be bashful or shy about our faith; we have
to be active witnesses in the world. Believers
are called to evangelize by every means possi-
ble, which includes the medium of film. With
modern technology and new media, there are so
many ways to spread the Gospel. Pope Francis
granted a papal blessing not just to those in St.
Peter's Square, but to everyone who caught his
first appearance on television, the radio or the
Internet!

SC: Where can those interested find details
about the contest?

FN: The Department of Catholic Education at
the archdiocese has all the information, includ-
ing rules, dates and instructions. Get in touch
with the director, Cris Carter, at
ccarter@archokc.org. There are categories for
children, youth and adults. We will accept
entries until August and hold a film festival in
September!

SC: What else does the Archdiocese have
planned for the Year of Faith?

FN: We are excited to announce that the
archdiocese will host pilgrimages throughout
the summer months. You'll be able to visit loca-
tions where the Catholic faith has grown. We've
grouped the sites so that you will be able to see
several churches or shrines in one day. Families
are more than welcome to participate and see
how the Catholic faith developed in Oklahoma.
Information will soon be available on the
Archdiocesan website.

SC: How else can Catholics participate in the
Year of Faith?

FN: Get involved at the parish level. Take
advantage of catechesis opportunities that your
parish offers, such as courses on the Catechism
or Lectio Divina, a method of praying the
Scriptures. Prayerfully read the Nicene Creed -
we still have plenty of prayer cards in English
and Spanish available at the Office of
Communications at the Catholic Pastoral
Center. Please visit our website at
http://archokc.org/year-of-faith for more infor-
mation.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

The Year of Faith in the eyes of Pope Francis
Among the strongest experiences

of recent decades is to find locked
doors. The growing insecurity has
been leading us, little by little, to
lock doors, use surveillance meth-
ods, security cameras and to dis-
trust the stranger that knocks at
our door. However, there are still
some open doors in some of our
towns. The closed door is a symbol
of our present day. It's more than
just a sociological fact; it is an exis-
tential reality that marks a
lifestyle, a way to stand up to reali-
ty, to others, to the future. The
closed door of my house, which is
the place of my privacy, my dreams,
my hopes and my sufferings as well
as my joys, is closed for others. And
it's not just my physical house; it is
also the home to my life and my
heart. Each time there are fewer
and fewer people capable of cross-
ing that threshold. The armored
security doors guard the insecurity
of a life that is made more fragile
and less permeable to the riches of
life and love from others.

The image of an open door has
always been the symbol of light,
friendship, joy, freedom, confidence.
We really need to get them back!
The closed door hurts us, it weak-
ens us, and it separates us.

We begin the Year of Faith and,
paradoxically, the image proposed
by the Pope is the door, a door that
must be crossed to find what we so

much need. The
Church, through
the voice and
heart of our
Shepherd
Benedict XVI,
invites us to cross
the threshold, to
take a step of
internal decision.
He encourages us
to enter to a new
life.

The door of faith
leads us to the
Acts of the
Apostles: "And
when they arrived, they called the
church together and reported what
God had done with them and how
he had opened the door of faith to
the Gentiles" (Acts 14:27). God
always takes the initiative and
does not want anyone left out. God
knocks at the door of our hearts:
"Behold, I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, [then] I will
enter his house and dine with him,
and he with Me" (Rev. 3:20). Faith
is a grace, a gift of God. "Faith only
grows and strengthens by believing
in a continuous abandonment in
the hands of a love that is always
experienced as bigger because it
has its origin in God."

Crossing through that door
implies taking a path that lasts a

lifetime. As we
move forward, so
many doors nowa-
days are open to
us, but many of
them are false
doors: doors that
invite us in a
very attractive
but deceitful way
to take a path;
doors that prom-
ise an empty hap-
piness, narcissis-
tic and with an
expiration date;
doors that lead to

crossroads that, whatever the
option we follow, cause short- or
long-term distress and embarrass-
ment; self-referential doors that
empty into themselves and without
any guarantee for a future. While
the front doors of our homes are
closed, the doors of the malls are
always open.

We pass through the door of
faith, that threshold is crossed,
when the Word of God is pro-
claimed and we allow the heart to
be shaped by its transforming
grace, a grace that has a specific
name - and that name is Jesus.
Jesus is the door (John 10:9). He,
and He alone, is, and always will
be, the door. "Jesus said to him, "I
am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father

except through me" (John 14:6).
Without Christ, there is no way to
God. As a door, He opens the way to
God for us and, as the Good
Shepherd, He is the only One who
cares for us at the cost of His own
life.

Jesus is the door and knocks on
our door to let Him cross the
threshold of our lives. "Do not be
afraid ... open wide the doors to
Christ," as we were told by Blessed
John Paul II at the beginning of his
pontificate. Open the doors of the
heart as the disciples of Emmaus
did, asking Him to stay with us so
we can pass the doors of faith. The
Lord Himself will lead us to better
understand the reasons why we
believe, so that then we can head
out to proclaim Him. Faith is decid-
ing to be with the Lord to live with
Him and share Him with our broth-
ers and sisters.

We thank God for this opportuni-
ty to cherish our lives as children
of God, for this journey of faith that
began in our life with the waters of
baptism, the inexhaustible and
fruitful dew that makes us children
of God and brothers and sisters in
the Church. The goal, destination
or end is the encounter with God
with Whom we have entered into
communion and Who wants to
restore, purify, elevate, sanctify us
and give us the happiness for
which our hearts long.

A short selection from his letter as Archbishop of Buenos Aires

Q and A with Father William Novak, Vicar General
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With palms, parishes
observe Passion Sunday
Today, parishes across the archdio-

cese celebrate Passion - or Palm --
Sunday, the commemoration of
Christ's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem before his Passion, death
and Resurrection.

The sixth and last Sunday of Lent,
Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the
most sacred span of days in the
Catholic liturgical calendar.

The day traditionally features sev-
eral memorable ceremonies, includ-
ing the blessing or benediction of
palms. Throughout history and in
many nations, palm branches have
represented joy and victory over ene-
mies. In Christianity, they represent
Christ's victory over sin and death.

Prior to Mass on Passion Sunday,
the priest or bishop blesses the palm
branches, which are then distributed
to the congregation for a procession
about the church. The procession
concludes with a reading from one of
the Gospels - taken this year from
Chapter 19 of the book of Luke.

"As Jesus rode along, the people
were spreading their cloaks on the
road," the presiding priest reads.

"And now, as he was approaching the
slope of the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of his disciples
began to praise God aloud with joy
for all the mighty deeds they had
seen. They proclaimed, 'Blessed is
the king who comes in the name of
the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest.'" 

Mass follows the procession and
includes the memorable recitation -
by both the priest and the congrega-
tion, in parts - of one of the Gospel
accounts of Christ's passion and
death. This year, the Gospel is from
Chapters 22 and 23 of the book of
Luke.

The Gospel recounts the fickleness
of the crowds that clamor for
Christ’s crucifixion, Christ’s predic-
tion that Peter will deny him three
times, Peter’s protestations his ful-
fillment of the prediction.

After Mass, the faithful may keep
the palm branches as a sacramental
or return them to the church. Any
returned branches are burned to
ashes, which are distributed on Ash
Wednesday the following year.

Source: NewAdvent.org

By Sooner Catholic Staff
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Oklahoma Catholics promote Divine Mercy message
When 19-year-old Helen Kowalska

entered the Congregation of the
Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in
Poland in 1925, she took the name
Sister Maria Faustina of the Blessed
Sacrament - and quickly earned a
reputation for herself as a kind and
humble nun.

After 15 quiet years in the convent,
the faithful Sister Faustina died of
tuberculosis on October 5, 1938, at the
age of 33. After her death, her diary
became public - and it immediately
became evident that Sister Faustina
was no ordinary soul.

Even as she lived a quiet exterior
life, she had recorded in her diary the
evidence of an intense interior life of
union with God. The Lord Himself
spoke to her, she wrote, and gave her
revelations about His mercy.

"Secretary of My most profound
mystery," Christ said to her, according
to her diary, "your task is to write
down everything that I make known
to you about My mercy, for the benefit
of those who by reading these things
will be comforted in their souls and
will have the courage to approach
Me."

The Lord's message of Divine
Mercy, as recorded by Sister Faustina
in her diary (published today as
"Diary - Divine Mercy in My Soul"),
spread rapidly until March of 1959,
when the Vatican suddenly banned
the diary to resolve confusion that
surrounded conflicting translations.

In October of 1965, then-Archbishop
of Krakow, Cardinal Karol Wojtyla,
began an official information gather-
ing process about Sister Faustina's
life and virtues - a process that ended
in September 1967 and resulted in
the opening of the cause for the beati-
fication of Sister Faustina.

In April of 1978, the Vatican
reversed the ban on Sister Faustina's
diary.

Cardinal Wojtyla, of course, became
Pope John Paul II in October of 1978.
On April 30, 2000, Pope John Paul II
canonized Sister Faustina and
declared the first Sunday after Easter
to be Divine Mercy Sunday.

Today, parishes around the world
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. The
Divine Mercy message has spread
dramatically, resulting in Divine
Mercy national and international
shrines, numerous religious communi-

ties dedicated to the Divine Mercy,
worldwide Divine Mercy congresses
and untold numbers of publications
about the Divine Mercy message,
including books, prayers, holy cards
and pictures.

"Divine Mercy is not a secondary
devotion but an integral dimension of
the Christian faith and prayer," Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI has said.

Cindy Case, who has been a parish-
ioner at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church in Edmond for two decades -
is a certified Promoter of Divine
Mercy, Marians of the Immaculate

Conception, Stockbridge, Mass.
"The message of Divine Mercy is

the message of the Gospel - repent,
believe in God's mercy and be merci-
ful to others," Cindy Case said in a
written reflection on Divine Mercy
Sunday. "However, there is an
inescapable emphasis that now is the
time to prepare for the coming of the
Lord. Now is the time of His Mercy."

"The Church teaches that we have
entered the last days since the
Ascension of the Lord," she wrote. "As
children of God, we are to live the
Gospel each day, not in fear, but ready
to joyfully welcome the Second
Coming of our Lord. Yet, daily, we see
in the news more tragedies, rampant
immorality, terrorism, increased vio-
lence, wars, famine, global economic
problems, new assaults on life and
freedom, the breakdown of the family,
crisis and scandal in the Church, pub-
lic disagreement and criticisms of the
Church's teachings, and more. It's
natural that tensions and anxieties
rise. God's Divine Mercy offers us
immediate relief. Through the mes-
sages of Divine Mercy given to Saint
Faustina, we are presented simple
ways to turn to God and receive His
mercy and, therefore, His peace."

The reception of the sacraments,
veneration of the image of Divine
Mercy and prayer are among those
"simple ways." All have heightened
importance on Divine Mercy Sunday,
Case said, because the Lord promised
to grant "complete forgiveness of sins
and punishment" to those who go to
Confession and receive Holy
Communion on Divine Mercy
Sunday."

April 7 is Divine Mercy Sunday.
Case's parish, Saint John the Baptist
Catholic Church, will host a
Eucharistic Holy Hour at 3 p.m. that
day in celebration.

By Sooner Catholic Staff
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Incluso con un coro creciente de observadores, comentaristas y pronosti-
cadores que estaban a punto de considerar a la Iglesia Católica como una
mera reliquia del pasado, debido a su catálogo de escándalos recientes y a la
creciente indiferencia de muchos hacia la Iglesia, sucedió algo extraordi-
nario. Un hombre humilde de Argentina, un pastor con un amor especial por
los pobres, el Cardenal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, SJ, fue presentado como nues-
tro nuevo Papa. Él eligió el nombre Francisco.

Cuando el Papa Francisco salió al balcón de la Basílica de San Pedro y se
quedó en silencio ante la multitud reunida en la plaza, y de hecho ante el
mundo entero, estaba claro que algo nuevo y de gran importancia estaba
ocurriendo. Sí, él es nuestro nuevo Papa. Pero más allá de ese simple hecho,
tuve la sensación de algo más. Tal vez el hecho de que yo no sabía casi nada
de él despertó mi interés y fascinación. Mi primera pregunta fue: "¿Quién es
este hombre?" Esta es la pregunta en todas nuestras mentes. Él es nuestro
Santo Padre. Nosotros ya lo amamos. Pero queremos llegar a conocerlo. Nos
impacto su serenidad, su sencillez, su humildad evidente. Me conmovió
intensamente su reverencia profunda cuando le pidió al mundo que oren por
él.

Si bien nonos corresponde el saber
lo que ocurrió durante el cónclave, es
evidente que el Espíritu Santo ha
intervenido de una manera sorpren-
dente guiando la elección de los car-
denales electores hacia el cardenal
Bergoglio. Él es un extraño. Nunca
ocupó un cargo en la curia vaticana.
Él es el Papa de muchas primicias: el
primer Papa no europeo en más de
un milenio, el primer Papa de las
Américas, el primer Papa Jesuita, el
primer Papa en elegir el nombre
Francisco.

La elección de su nombre ha provo-
cado gran interés entre los fieles,
entre otros cristianos e incluso entre
los no creyentes. Durante una
reunión con los periodistas el sábado
después de su elección, compartió
personalmente cómo llegó a elegir
este nombre. Durante la votación
papal el cardenal Bergoglio estaba
sentado junto al cardenal Claudio

Hummes, a quien describió como un "muy
querido amigo.". En sus propias palabras:
"Cuando las cosas se estaban poniendo un
poco' peligrosas', el me consolaba. Y entonces,
cuando los votos alcanzaron los dos tercios,
hubo el habitual aplauso porque el Papa
había sido elegido. Él me abrazó y me dijo:
'No te olvides de los pobres'. Y esa palabra
quedo pegada aquí (tocándose su frente), los
pobres, los pobres. Luego, inmediatamente, en
relación a los pobres, pensé en San Francisco
de Asís. ....... Y así, el nombre vino a mi
corazón: Francisco de Asís. Para mí, él es el hombre de la pobreza, el hombre
de la paz, el hombre que ama y salvaguarda a la creación. ....... ¡Oh, cómo
deseo una Iglesia pobre y para los pobres!"

Por los detalles de sus primeros gestos como Papa, sus primeras homilías
y discursos, es evidente que este tema se convertirá probablemente en uno

de los sellos de identidad de este
nuevo pontificado. En el momento de
su conversión, San Francisco de Asís
recibió un mandato especial del
Señor, "Francisco, reconstruye mi
Iglesia." San Francisco fue escogido
por el Señor para llevar a cabo una
gran renovación dentro de la Iglesia
de su tiempo. Me parece que ya hay
pruebas de una brisa fresca que sopla
a través de la Iglesia en este momen-
to, el soplo del Espíritu Santo. El
Espíritu Santo sigue trabajando reno-
vando, manteniendo y guiando a la
Iglesia.

El Papa Francisco humildemente
nos pidió que oráramos por él.
Hagámoslo. Los obstáculos que el
enfrenta son enormes. Las cargas y
los desafíos del oficio Petrino son
inimaginables. Pero el futuro está en
las manos de Dios. Dios le ha confia-
do al Papa Francisco, el Vicario de
Cristo en la tierra, el cuidado de la
Iglesia. ¡Viva il Papa!

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Presentando al Papa Francisco
Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

El Año de la Fe en los ojos del Papa Francisco
Entre las experiencias más fuertes

de las últimas décadas está la de
encontrar puertas cerradas. La cre-
ciente inseguridad fue llevando, poco
a poco, a trabar puertas, poner medios
de vigilancia, cámaras de seguridad,
desconfiar del extraño que llama a
nuestra puerta. Sin embargo, todavía
en algunos pueblos hay puertas que
están abiertas. La puerta cerrada es
todo un símbolo de este hoy. Es algo
más que un simple dato sociológico; es
una realidad existencial que va mar-
cando un estilo de vida, un modo de
pararse frente a la realidad, frente a
los otros, frente al futuro. La puerta
cerrada de mi casa, que es el lugar de
mi intimidad, de mis sueños, mis
esperanzas y sufrimientos así como de
mis alegrías, está cerrada para los
otros. Y no se trata sólo de mi casa
material, es también el recinto de mi
vida, mi corazón. Son cada vez menos
los que pueden atravesar ese umbral.
La seguridad de unas puertas
blindadas custodia la inseguridad de
una vida que se hace más frágil y
menos permeable a las riquezas de la
vida y del amor de los demás.

La imagen de una puerta abierta
ha sido siempre el símbolo de luz,
amistad, alegría, libertad, confianza.
¡Cuánto necesitamos recuperarlas! La
puerta cerrada nos daña, nos

anquilosa, nos separa.
Iniciamos el Año de la fe y paradóji-

camente la imagen que propone el
Papa es la de la puerta, una puerta
que hay que cruzar para poder encon-
trar lo que tanto nos falta. La Iglesia,
a través de la voz y el corazón de
Pastor de Benedicto XVI, nos invita a
cruzar el umbral, a dar un paso de
decisión interna y libre:
animarnos a entrar a
una nueva vida.

La puerta de la fe nos
remite a los Hechos de
los Apóstoles: "Al llegar,
reunieron a la Iglesia,
les contaron lo que Dios
había hecho por medio
de ellos y cómo había
abierto a los gentiles la
puerta de la fe" (Hechos
14,27). Dios siempre
toma la iniciativa y no
quiere que nadie quede excluido. Dios
llama a la puerta de nuestros cora-
zones: Mira, estoy a la puerta y llamo,
si alguno escucha mi voz y abre la
puerta entraré en su casa y cenaré
con él, y él conmigo (Ap. 3, 20). La fe
es una gracia, un regalo de Dios. "La
fe sólo crece y se fortalece creyendo;
en un abandono continuo en las
manos de un amor que se experimen-
ta siempre como más grande porque

tiene su origen en Dios" 
Atravesar esa puerta supone

emprender un camino que dura toda
la vida mientras avanzamos delante
de tantas puertas que hoy en día se
nos abren, muchas de ellas puertas
falsas, puertas que invitan de manera
muy atractiva pero mentirosa a tomar
camino, que prometen una felicidad

vacía, narcisista y con
fecha de vencimiento;
puertas que nos llevan
a encrucijadas en las
que, cualquiera sea la
opción que sigamos,
provocarán a corto o
largo plazo angustia y
desconcierto, puertas
autorreferenciales que
se agotan en sí mismas
y sin garantía de futuro.
Mientras las puertas de
las casas están ce-

rradas, las puertas de los shoppings
están siempre abiertas. Se atraviesa
la puerta de la fe, se cruza ese
umbral, cuando la Palabra de Dios es
anunciada y el corazón se deja plas-
mar por la gracia que transforma.
Una gracia que lleva un nombre con-
creto, y ese nombre es Jesús. Jesús es
la puerta. (Juan 10:9) "Él, y Él solo,
es, y siempre será, la puerta. Nadie va
al Padre sino por Él. (Jn. 14.6)" Si no

hay Cristo, no hay camino a Dios.
Como puerta nos abre el camino a
Dios y como Buen Pastor es el Único
que cuida de nosotros al costo de su
propia vida.

Jesús es la puerta y llama a nues-
tra puerta para que lo dejemos atra-
vesar el umbral de nuestra vida. No
tengan miedo… abran de par en par
las puertas a Cristo nos decía el Beato
Juan Pablo II al inicio de su pontifica-
do. Abrir las puertas del corazón como
lo hicieron los discípulos de Emaús,
pidiéndole que se quede con nosotros
para que podamos traspasar las puer-
tas de la fe y el mismo Señor nos lleve
a comprender las razones por las que
se cree, para después salir a anunciar-
lo. La fe supone decidirse a estar con
el Señor para vivir con él y compartir-
lo con los hermanos.

Damos gracias a Dios por esta opor-
tunidad de valorar nuestra vida de
hijos de Dios, por este camino de fe
que empezó en nuestra vida con las
aguas del bautismo, el inagotable y
fecundo rocío que nos hace hijos de
Dios y miembros hermanos en la
Iglesia. La meta, el destino o fin es el
encuentro con Dios con quien ya
hemos entrado en comunión y que
quiere restaurarnos, purificarnos, ele-
varnos, santificarnos, y darnos la feli-
cidad que anhela nuestro corazón.

Una corta selección de su carta como Arzobispo de Buenos Aires

Francis Papa saluda a la gente después de celebrar misa en la parroquia de Santa Ana
en el Vaticano 17 de marzo. El nuevo Papa saludó a cada persona que salió de la
pequeña iglesia y luego se acercó a conocer a gente que esperaba en torno a la Puerta de
Santa Ana. (CNS photo / Paul Haring)
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Cortas enseñanzas de apologética Católica
Las cortas enseñanzas de

apologética, tiene el cometido de
encaminarlo por el sendero de la fe y
lo que enseño el maestro de Galilea
a través de la Iglesia Católica. Hoy
corren tiempos confusos y difíciles y
la fe no es ajena a esta realidad. Por
el contrario es protagonista y debe
ser protagonista, en un mundo
reducido en sus concepciones por el
secularismo y el relativismo; donde
todo lo que ha venido enseñando y
enseña la Iglesia instituida por
Jesucristo hace más de XX siglos,
hoy se pone en duda o simplemente
no se acepta. La Iglesia fue fundada
por Jesucristo en el siglo I en el año
36 aproximadamente de nuestra era.
Jesús la quiso fundar sobre la fe pro-
fesada por Pedro y en la persona de
Pedro (Mateo 16,18).

Este es el tema que deseo desa-
rrollar por su vital importancia en
especial por estos días: EL PRIMA-
DO DE PEDRO. Tratare de dar
respuesta a algunas objeciones de
por qué Pedro es el primer papa.
También brindare argumentos los
cuales nosotros los católicos creemos
que Pedro es la roca sobre la cual
Jesús fundo su Iglesia.

Tal vez, este artículo no será sufi-
ciente para abordar y desarrollar en
su totalidad la cuestión del papado;
así que seguramente habrá una
segunda parte.

Los protestantes preguntan:
¿Donde dice la Biblia que Pedro fue

el primer papa? Se responde, de una
vez y directo, en ninguna parte. Así
como en ninguna parte de la Biblia
se dice o aparece la palabra trinidad,
no obstante los protestantes creen
en esta doctrina; que la estudio, la
estructuro y la desarrollo el magiste-
rio de la Iglesia Católica.

Pedro es un personaje de relevan-
cia en los Evangelios. Es así, como el
que aparece en todo y en primer
lugar. Pedro siempre figura  entre
los más allegados a Jesús. Pedro
subió al Tabor con Santiago y Juan y
observo la Transfiguración del Señor.
Cuando Jesús comenzó a preparar a
sus discípulos del final de su minis-
terio y su cruenta muerte; es Pedro
el que lo lleva a parte a disuadirlo.
En la ultima cena, fue Pedro el que
declaro lealtad al Señor hasta la
muerte; más tarde lo negaría. Es
Pedro el que quiso ir donde el maes-
tro caminando sobre el agua. Es
Pedro el que toma la palabra en
Pentecostés. Pedro es un pecador
arrepentido. Cristo lo perdona y lo
confirma en su elección. Jesús le pre-
gunta: ¿Pedro me amas más que
estos? Pedro responde afirmativa-
mente tres veces. Apacienta mis ove-
jas le dice Jesús. Signo de pastor
Universal de la Iglesia, pues Pedro
era pescador, lidiaba con redes, bar-
cas; no con cabras ni ovejas. Jesús le
cambio su oficio, le dio una misión:
PASTOREAR A LA IGLESIA.

El ministerio de Pedro se sosten-

drá por el poder de
Cristo. "He rogado
por ti para que tu fe
no desfallezca,
cuando regreses
confirma a tus her-
manos (Lucas
22,32).

Cristo, el
Redentor confiere a
Pedro su poder de
perdonar, consagrar, ensenar. Pedro
ejerció primacía entre lo demás
apóstoles. Pedro cayó en lo peor
cuando negó a Jesús; se arrepintió
hasta llegar a ser obispo de Roma y
mártir. Fue Pedro quien toma la ini-
ciativa de elegir uno que tomara el
lugar de Judas. Pedro, fue quien
realizo el primer milagro. Pedro tuvo
muchos conflictos con las autori-
dades y los jefes de los sacerdotes,
fue arrestado varias veces. Pedro
predico en los puertos marítimos.
Pedro fue obispo de Antioquia y
después paso a ser obispo de Roma,
donde murió mártir, bajo el imperio
de Nerón, más o menos en el año 68.
Pedro murió crucificado, boca abajo.
No se consideraba digno de morir
como su maestro. Sus restos se
encuentran debajo del altar mayor
de la basílica de San Pedro en Roma.

¿Qué dice el magisterio de la
Iglesia sobre el primado de Pedro?
La Iglesia sostiene que Cristo es la
cabeza invisible de la Iglesia. Pedro
hace las veces de Cristo aquí en la

tierra, por eso se le dice vicario.
Pedro sigue actuando hasta ahora en
sus sucesores. San León Magno afir-
ma " Pedro sigue viviendo y presi-
diendo en su sede episcopal, ofrece
la fe verdadera a los que la bus-
can."También decía San León "Así
como perdura para siempre lo que
en Cristo Pedro creyó, de la misma
manera perdurara para siempre lo
que en Pedro Cristo Instituyo".

" Si alguno dijere que el obispo de
Roma tiene únicamente el oficio de
inspección o dirección, y no plena y
suprema potestad de jurisdicción
sobre toda la Iglesia y en todo lo que
respecta a la fe costumbres, disci-
plina, gobierno en toda la tierra,
llámese anatema"(Dz
1831;Dz1827;CIC 218).

Continuaremos en el próximo
numero este interesante tema sobre
por qué el papa. O el primado de
Pedro, que tanto inquieta a los her-
manos no católicos.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original
de Bogotá, Colombia incardinado a
esta Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City
es Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia
San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon,
Oklahoma. El Padre Sánchez es abo-
gado en Derecho y Ciencias Políticas
de la Universidad la Gran
Colombia, de su país. Y es
Licenciado en Teología del
Seminario Mayor de Tegucigalpa,
Honduras.

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez

Anuncio sobre la Radio
Católica en Español

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting (OCB) se enorgullece en anun-
ciar la expansión de la Radio Católica en Español para Oklahoma
City. A partir del Lunes, 18 de marzo programas de radio católicos
en español serán transmitidos por KTLR AM 890 desde las 5:00 pm
hasta la puesta del sol (que para el mes de marzo es hasta las 7:30
pm), de lunes a viernes, además de la Misa Dominical a las 12:00,
medio día. OCB ha estado queriendo llevar al aire programas de
radio católicos en español desde hace algún tiempo, y está muy con-
tento de que ahora puede ofrecer este servicio a las personas de
habla hispana de Oklahoma. OCB es una organización caritativa
sin fines de lucro. Aunque no es propiedad u operada por la
Arquidiócesis, trabajamos muy de cerca con la Arquidiócesis para
asegurar que los programas permanezcan fieles a las enseñanzas
de la Iglesia Católica. La financiación de esta programación surge
completamente de los oyentes, por lo que necesitamos su apoyo
para hacer de esta empresa un éxito. Las oportunidades están
disponibles para que las empresas hispanas puedan anunciarse en
nuestros programas también. Para enviar un donativo por correo,
por favor envíelo y haga su cheque a nombre de: Oklahoma
Catholic Broadcasting, PO Box 1428, Guthrie, OK 73044, o donar
en línea en nuestro sitio web OKCatholicBroadcasting.com.

Nota Importante: Por favor, escri-
ba "Programas en Español" en la
línea de comentario de su cheque y
pagina web. Todas las donaciones se
destinarán a la radiodifusión de
programas católicos en español.
¡Mientras va creciendo el apoyo a
este nuevo ministerio, es nuestro
objetivo el ampliar los horarios de
emisión hasta que tengamos progra-
mas católicos en español las 24
horas al día, 7 días a la semana!
¡Por favor, ayúdenos a evangelizar a
toda la comunidad de habla hispana
de Oklahoma!

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina —
Oscar Justo, de 60 años de edad,
mendiga por billetes y monedas desde
un punto alto contiguo la parroquia
San José en el Barrio de Flores, vecin-
dario donde nació el papa Francisco.

Como el cardenal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio de Buenos Aires, el papa
Francisco pasaba por allí a menudo,
caminando desde la parada de auto-
bús o subiendo a la superficie desde
una cercana estación del tren subter-
ráneo. Pero él siempre se tomaba el
tiempo para saludar a Justo, ofrecerle
una bendición y darle unos cuantos
pesos.

Tales historias de bondad abundan
en Buenos Aires, donde el papa
Francisco fue arzobispo durante 15
años hasta que fue elegido papa el. La
gente llegó a conocer a Papa Francisco
como un prelado sin pretensiones, que
tomó el transporte público, mostró
preocupación por los pobres y desafió
a las autoridades.

El nuevo papa es mayormente pre-
sentado como un papa para la gente
pobre y común. Pero una imagen más
compleja, como sacerdote, admi-
nistrador y aficionado al fútbol, nos
llega desde Argentina, donde los
vendedores ahora ofrecen fotos y
carteles de él.

Él ascendió en la iglesia, algo
atribuido a su fuerza de personalidad.

En la Arquidiócesis de Buenos
Aires el papa Francisco adoptó la acti-
tud de que la iglesia debe estar en la
calle. Él construyó capillas y misiones
en zonas pobres y envió seminaristas
a servirlas.

A menudo él habló en contra de la
injusticia, como el trato a los traba-
jadores migrantes de países vecinos y

a aquellos que son atraídos hacia el
comercio sexual y en contra de asun-
tos sociales tales como el aborto y el
matrimonio homosexual.

"Aquí en Buenos Aires él era un
hombre políticamente en desacuerdo
con el gobierno, muy querido por los
pobres y por los miembros de la oposi-
ción.... Pero fundamentalmente él es
pastor y un hombre político", dijo José
María Poirier, director de la revista
católica El Criterio.

Gabriel Castelli, miembro de la
junta directiva de la Pontificia
Universidad Católica de Argentina,
dijo que el nuevo papa "siempre ha
tenido la habilidad de decir lo que
piensa".

Él le daba prioridad a darles aten-
ción a sacerdotes. Tenía un teléfono
celular reservado sólo para sacerdotes
diocesanos, y cada mañana se reservó
una hora para tomar sus llamadas

Él dijo que el papa Francisco
prefería más los arrabales que la alta
sociedad, nunca cenaba afuera ni iba
a fiestas; cocinaba para sí mismo y
leía vorazmente. A él le gustaba espe-
cialmente la literatura latinoameri-
cana y las novelas de Fyodor
Dostoyevsky. No usaba la computado-
ra ni el correo electrónico y escuchaba
en la radio los partidos de su equipo
favorito de fútbol, el San Lorenzo.

Barrio de Flores es un vecindario
de clase obrera. El padre del nuevo
papa era trabajador ferroviario y su
madre ama de casa. Cuando joven, el
papa estudió en las escuelas públicas.
Él regresaba a menudo al barrio, a la
parroquia San José.

"Él siempre llevaba sus propios bol-
sos", recuerda Zaira Sánchez, de.
Después de la Misa "la gente espera-
ba afuera y él los bendecía a todos
ellos y hablaba con ellos" antes de
partir.”

By Por David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

Papa Francisco es amable y franco
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Television review

"The Bible" miniseries recreates salvation history
No matter how far the people stray, faith in God

ultimately saves Israel in the new TV miniseries,
"The Bible."

Produced by Mark Burnett ("Survivor," "The
Voice," "The Apprentice") and his wife Roma
Downey ("Touched by an Angel"), "The Bible"
recounts the story of salvation history. The first
two episodes aired March 3 on the History
Channel.

A handful of characters provide a sense of all the
patriarchs, prophets and heroes who followed God.
Because of time constraints, the show leaves out
some plot points. For instance, it completely skips
the story of Jacob and his twelve sons. The narra-
tor's constant refrain is, "One hundred years
later…"

While these lacunae are somewhat disconcerting,
they allow the filmmakers to illustrate similarities
in the kind of men that God chooses. An unquench-
able trust in God's faithfulness distinguishes the
leaders of Israel.

Often portrayed as an old man, Abraham's
active, enthusiastic personality in the show was
refreshing - and probably truer to the Bible. Moses
always has a gleam in his eye and a fervent devo-
tion to doing God's work. Both use the battle cry,
"Trust in God!" Even when friends and family
doubt, these leaders have complete faith that God
will fulfill his promise to make their descendants
as numerous as the stars.

So far there is a definite structure to the
episodes, for if the first two demonstrate the verse
"The Lord gave," the next two represent "and the
Lord has taken away." Figures like the proud King
Saul lose everything. David's beginnings seem
more auspicious, for he echoes Moses' certainty in
God. He seems ready to rule with God's blessing -
until he dances with a woman named Bathsheba
at his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He seduces

her, murders her husband and laughs with her and
their baby in the sunny royal gardens. David
learns the consequences of sin when the baby dies.

The third set, aptly titled "Hope," disturbs but
also inspires the viewer. King Zedekiah's sons are
killed in front of him as the Temple burns. Daniel
and his friends are put to the test, but their faith
does not waver. Joseph, despite his initial doubt,
protects Mary and Jesus with tender love. And
Jesus, soft-spoken yet determined, tells Peter they
will change the world. With anticipation we wait to
see if the show can sustain the theme of faith.

With the message of God's plan intact, the film-
makers include plenty of slow-motion fight scenes
and impressive special effects. As a caution, the
generation that grew up with the 1956 masterpiece
The Ten Commandments may feel disappointed.

First, the portrayal of desert hygiene is much more
accurate in the miniseries. Rather than the glitter-
ing costumes of the old movie epics, the characters
are constantly covered in sand and wear little more
than rags. Also, despite the remarkable special
effects that create the parting of the Red Sea,
many viewers might feel nostalgia for Cecil B.
DeMille's interpretation of the scene.

Even if you remember all your Bible stories, this
show makes you look at them differently. The price
Israel pays for a Kingdom, the pain of the
Babylonian Exile and the selfless trust of Mary are
shown in a powerful new way. Families can enjoy
the show, although many scenes contain violence
and gore or mild suggestive material. Catch "The
Bible" from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. CST tonight and next
week on Easter Sunday.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Mark Burnett  and Roma Downey on the set of “the Bible.”

Oklahoma radio expands
Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting

announces the expansion of
Spanish Catholic Radio in
Oklahoma City. Beginning Monday,
March 18, Spanish Catholic radio
programs will be broadcast on
KTLR AM 890 from 5:00 pm until
dusk (which for the month of
March is 7:30 pm), Monday
through Friday, plus Mass on
Sunday at noon. OCB is a non-
profit charitable organization.
While not owned or operated by the
Archdiocese, the organization
works very closely with the
Archdiocese to ensure that the pro-
grams stay true to the teachings of
the Catholic Church. The funding
for this programming comes com-
pletely from listeners.
Opportunities are available for
Spanish businesses to advertise on
the programs as well. Donations
may be mailed to Oklahoma
Catholic Broadcasting, P.O. Box
1428, Guthrie, OK, 73044, or made
online at
OKCatholicBroadcasting.com.
Donors should mark "Spanish
Programs" on the comment line of
their check. All donations will go
toward the broadcasting of Spanish
Catholic programs.

Catholics to lead Way of the
Cross across OU campus

The St. Thomas More Catholic
community will hold its annual

Way of the Cross this Good Friday
on the University of Oklahoma
campus, stopping at different
points on campus for each station.
Stations begin at 3 p.m. Friday,
March 29, at St. Thomas More
parish. For more information, call
(405) 321-0990.

All Saints Catholic School to
celebrate Roman Holiday

The All Saints Catholic School
Roman Holiday is April 6, 2013, at
the Embassy Suites in Norman.
The evening will feature a plated
dinner, silent and live auctions and
dancing to live music by The
Mystery Dates. Tickets are on sale
now. To purchase tickets or for
more information, please visit
www.allsaintsnorman .org and click
on the "Roman" link. Donations
can be made via the school web
site.

Marriage Encounter aims to
strengthen couples

The next Worldwide Marriage
Encounter weekend is April 26 to
April 28, 2013, at the Catholic
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.
For more information or to register,
please contact John and Tena
Franklin at tena.john.franklin
@gmail.com or (405) 209-3515. It is
just $50 to reserve your room.
Space is limited. The deadline is
April 10, 2013.

Briefs
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MARCH 

24 Palm Sunday

26 Chrism Mass, 6 p.m. at
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help.

27 Open House, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
Sacred Heart School. Pre 3 – 7th
Grade. 210 S. Evans Ave. El Reno, OK
73036. (405) 262-2284.

28 Holy Thursday

28 Open House at St. Mary School.

Pre K – 8th Grade. 415 South 7th St.,
Ponca City, OK 74601. (580) 765-
4387.

29 Good Friday

30 Holy Saturday

31 Easter-Holy Day of Obligation.

APRIL

5 First Friday Sacred Heart Mass
at the Catholic Pastoral Center.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
is at 5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament of

Reconciliation available prior to
Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. For more
information call the Office of Family
Life at (405) 721-8944.

6 All Saints Catholic School
Roman Holiday Dinner/Auction
at the Embassy Suites in Norman. To
purchase tickets or for more informa-
tion visit www.allsaintsnorman.org
and click on the "Roman" link.

6 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
meeting 7:30 a.m. at St. John the
Baptist Parish, Edmond. For more

information, contact Toni Harrelson,
lmc, at (405) 341-2199 or lmcokla-
homa@sbcglobal.net.

6 NFP Classes in English 10 a.m.
at the Catholic Pastoral Center. For
more information, contact Ana
Romero at (405) 721-8944 or
aromero@archokc.org.

6 NFP Classes in Spanish 1 p.m. at
the Catholic Pastoral Center. For
more information, contact Ana
Romero at (405) 721-8944 or
aromero@archokc.org.

Youth Coordinator 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma
City seeks a full-time Youth Coordinator who will
develop and facilitate a comprehensive youth min-
istry program in collaboration with the pastor, fami-
lies, staff, parish groups and volunteers of our
parish. Applicant must be willing and able to work
nights and weekends while maintaining regular
agreed-upon office hours. Minimum one-year leader-
ship experience in Catholic youth ministry required.
Degree or certification in youth ministry or theology
is preferred. Please send resumes to: Father
Richard Stansberry, Christ the King Church, 8005
Dorset Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73120.

Choir Director
Tinker Air Force Base Chapel is seeking a
Catholic Choir Director. The successful applicant
should be familiar with Roman-Catholic worship
practices, rites and music, have at least three years
experience and be able to pass a background investi-
gation. Interested applicants should obtain a
Statement of Work from the Chapel and submit a
resume and bid by COB March 27. Interviews, in
which the applicant will demonstrate proficiency in
vocal and instrumental performance, will be con-

ducted the week of April 1. For more information,
call the Tinker AFB Chapel at (405) 734-2111.

Music teacher 
Christ the King Catholic School seeks a state-
certified full-time music teacher for the 2013-2014
school year. Preference will be given to Catholic
candidates with a strong background in traditional
liturgies. Please submit application to Mrs. Karen
Carter, principal, at 1905 Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma
City, OK 73120 by April 1.

Summer Internship
Catholic Charities and the  Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD) to provide a 10-
week paid summer internship for any U.S. Catholic
who is interested in community service and leader-
ship development. Applicants must be open to the
values of participation, option for the poor, and soli-
darity building, and show potential for continued
leadership. Internships are paid at a rate of $12.00
an hour and include an expense-paid orientation in
Washington, D.C., May 29 to May 31, 2013.
Deadline for applications is March 15. For more
information, contact Becky VanPool at (405) 523-
3003 or bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.org.

Weekend Monitor for Rose Home 
Birth Choice of Oklahoma is looking for a
Weekend Monitor for Rose Home. Rose Home is a
shelter for homeless pregnant women. The times
will be from 5 p.m. Saturday to 5pm Sunday. This
position will be working with the ladies and chil-
dren at Rose Home, monitoring the facility, making
sure basic needs are met, rules are enforced, and
general procedures are followed. If you are interest-
ed please contact Ellen Roberts, Rose Home
Director, at (405) 361-9172 or
eroberts@birthchoice.org.

Director of Pastoral Care 
Via Christi Village, Ponca City, OK. The position is
responsible for the delivery of spiritual care, as part
of care team, to residents, their loved ones and, as
appropriate, staff. Responsible for coordinating pro-
grams and services to strengthen alignment of deci-
sions and behaviors of the organizations personnel
with VCH Mission and Core Values. Candidates
must be knowledgeable and supportive of Catholic
doctrine and the Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services. Apply online at
www.viachristi.org or in person at Via Christi Village

Job Box

Calendar

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Servicing

Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent

positions

available. To

learn more, call

Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have

the strength of

the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN

YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@

kofc.org
Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an

agent in action,

scan here...
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Opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration
Oklahoma City . . .
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
3214 N. Lake Ave., Oklahoma City

Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel
7501 N.W. Expressway, Oklahoma City

Christ the King Church
8005 Dorset Drive, Oklahoma City

Church of the Epiphany of the Lord 
7336 W. Britton Road, Oklahoma City

Holy Angels Church
317 N. Blackwelder, Oklahoma City

Sacred Heart Church,
2706 S. Shartel Avenue, Oklahoma City

Wednesday, 9 a.m. - noon

3rd Tuesday, 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday, 7 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
(followed by Benediction)

M, T, W, F, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1st Friday: Mass 8:30 a.m.,
Adoration 9 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

2nd Saturday, 8 p.m. - Sunday, 8 p.m.
Sunday, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Thursday: Holy Hour 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Outside Oklahoma City . . .
ADA

ALTUS

ANADARKO

ARDMORE

BLACKWELL

CHANDLER

CHICKASHA

EDMOND

EDMOND

EDMOND

EL RENO

ELGIN

ENID

GUYMON

HARRAH

KINGFISHER

LAWTON

LAWTON

MADILL

McLOUD

1st Friday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
3rd Friday, 5 p.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday

Friday, Mass 8 a.m.,
Adoration 8:45 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday, 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
(followed by Mass)

Sunday, 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. through
Lent
1st Sunday after Lent, 9:45 a.m. -
10:45 a.m.

1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. (check 
bulletin or contact parish office)

Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 6:40 p.m.

Friday, 7:30 Mass, Adoration 
following until 5 p.m. (followed by
Benediction and Mass)
1st Fridays 6 p.m. until Saturday at
4 p.m.

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours a
day/year-round (Chapel)

Monday, Noon - 10 p.m.
2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Holy Hour for Vocations

1st Friday, following Mass at 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday, 2:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday, 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

1st Friday, following Mass at
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

1st Friday, (September - May),
after Daily Mass, 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, following Mass at
9 a.m. - Thursday, 11:30 a.m.

Friday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
1st Friday, 6 p.m. - Midnight

1st Friday, following Mass at 8:30
a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Saint Joseph Church
1300 E. Beverly Street

Prince of Peace Church
1500 Falcon Road

Saint Patrick Church
1115 West Petree Road

Saint Mary Church
125 E. Street SW

Saint Joseph Church
315 West Blackwell Avenue

Our Lady of Sorrows Church
409 Price Avenue

Holy Name of Jesus Church
210 S. 7th Street

Saint Damien of Molokai
Church
8455 NW 234th Street

Saint John the Baptist Church
900 S. Littler

Saint Monica Church
2001 N. Western

St. Katharine Drexel 
Retirement Center
301 W. Wade Street

Saint Ann Church
8492 State Highway 17

Saint Francis Xavier Church
110 N. Madison Street

Saint Peter Church
1220 N. Quinn Street

Saint Teresa of Avila Church
1576 N. Tim Holt Drive

Saints Peter and Paul Church
309 S. Main Street

Blessed Sacrament Church
12 SW 7th Street

Holy Family Church
1010 NW 82nd Street

Holy Cross Church
14 W. Francis

Saint Vincent DePaul Church
123 S. 9th Street

Saint Charles Borromeo Church
5024 N. Grove, Oklahoma City

Saint Eugene Church
2400 W. Hefner Road, Oklahoma City

Saint Francis of Assisi Church
1901 NW 18th Street, Oklahoma City

Saint James the Greater Church
4201 S. McKinley, Oklahoma City

Saint Joseph Old Cathedral
307 NW 4th Street, Oklahoma City

Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. (following school
Mass) - 8 p.m. (followed by Benediction)

Wednesday, 7 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
(followed by Benediction)

1st Friday: Mass 7:30 a.m.,
Adoration 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (followed
by Benediction)

Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

4th Thursday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
(Divine Mercy Adoration)

Saint Philip Neri Church
1107 Felix Place

Saint Andrew Church
800 NW 5th Street

Saint Joseph Church
421 E. Acres Street

Saint Mark the Evangelist
Church
3939 W. Tecumseh Road

Church of Saint Mary
707 E. Ponca Avenue

Saint Wenceslaus Church
304 Jim Thorpe Boulevard

Immaculate Conception
Church
811 West Wrangler Boulevard

Saint Benedict Church
632 N. Kickapoo Avenue

St. Gregory’s Abbey
1900 W. MacArthur

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church
220 N. “A” Street

Saint Francis Xavier Church
700 E. Oklahoma Ave., Highway 7

Saint Joseph Church
320 West North Street

Saint Peter Church
2020 Oklahoma Avenue

Saint John Nepomuk Church
600 S. Garth Brooks Boulevard

MIDWEST
CITY

MOORE

NORMAN

NORMAN

PONCA
CITY

PRAGUE

SEMINOLE

SHAWNEE

SHAWNEE

STERLING

SULPHUR

TONKAWA

WOODWARD

YUKON

Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours 
a day/year-round (Chapel)

Perpetual Adoration, 24 hours 
a day/year-round (Chapel)

1st Friday, 9 a.m. - Noon

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Friday, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Monday, 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, 6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.;
1st Friday, 11 a.m. - Noon;
First Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 9:30
a.m.

1st Thursday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

3rd Sunday, 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Wednesday, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

1st Friday, 7 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 
4 p.m.
1st Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Prayer warriors pursue unique 
mission at Holy Innocents Chapel

WARR ACRES — While watching
an Eternal Word Television Network
program about a priest from New
Mexico who opened an adoration
chapel across the street from an abor-
tion clinic, Father M. Price Oswalt of
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
was inspired to create a similarly
sacred space in Warr Acres.

Holy Innocents Chapel, a perpetual
adoration site that sits about 20 feet
from the only abortion clinic in
Oklahoma County, is just the third of
its kind in the United States - and the
first in Oklahoma.

Dedicated Feb. 22, the Chapel
already boasts adorers committed to
pray for an end to abortion - but more
are needed, said adoration coordina-
tor Toni Harrelson.

"The presence of our Lord in the
Holy Eucharist next to the abortion
clinic is the ultimate 'good' in the bat-
tle with 'evil' being waged every day.
Adorers are needed for holy hours in
prayerful commitment to help save
the lives of the unborn," Harrelson
said in a news release.

Would-be adorers may enlist in the
effort by emailing adoration.holyin-
nocents@gmail.com or calling (405)
341-2199.

By Sooner Catholic Staff


