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Go Make Disciples

Their faith still touches us

A few minutes before 9 on the 
morning of April 19, 1995, Fa-
ther Louis Lamb backed his car 
from the garage at Saint Joseph’s 
rectory at NW 5 and Harvey Ave-
nue and drove past the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building headed 
to the bank.

He stopped for pedestrians at the 
front doors of the federal building 
and then continued. Behind Fa-
ther Lamb at the end of the block, 
bomber Timothy McVeigh sat in 
the Ryder truck, lighting the sec-
ond fuse on the truck bomb that 
two minutes later would deface 
the nine-story building, killing 168 
innocent people and traumatizing 
a community, state and nation.

 “I was sitting in the drive-thru 
at the Bank of Oklahoma a block 
away and we heard this big explo-
sion. The teller asked me ‘What 
was that?!’ I knew what it was. It 
was a bomb.” 

Father Lamb drove back to the 
rectory and walked inside the 
church, which was directly across 
Harvey from the federal building.

“It was chaos. All of the windows 
on the north side were blown out 
except the ones behind the choir 
loft. The rectory was shattered. I 
was shook up,” he said. The only 
items left undisturbed were the 
crucifi x and the sanctuary candle, 
which remained lit. 

Father Lamb was unaware that 
his secretary, Sonia Estrada, had 
gone to the rectory shortly before 
the blast and was lying on the 
fl oor unconscious. A large wooden 
beam had struck her on the head 
and she’d passed out.

“It has always been hard for me 
to talk about this; I just go back to 

that morning. Getting to the offi ce, 
no one else being there. I hear the 
explosion and I can feel all that 
glass hitting me all over again. 
I remember waking up, opening 
my eyes and looking outside the 
window and seeing all that mess, 
and that smell … a smell that I will 
never be able to forget. I looked to 
the window that faced the federal 

building and I remember seeing 
(visions of) both my children, and 
that was the reason I knew I had 
to get out,” Estrada said. 

Estrada began to yell until a 
man helped her from the rectory 
and into a police car that took her 
to the hospital.  

“It has been 20 years, but there 
are some things you don’t for-

get. And no matter how painful, I 
thank God for letting me be here 
with my family. I pray for all those 
lives lost and their families and for 
whatever he has in store for me.”   

On the same morning, Bud 
Welch was at home when he felt 
the impact of the explosion. He 
soon learned that a bomb had

continued on page 7

By Diane Clay and 
Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The Oklahoma City Bombing: Finding hope 20 years later
Editor’s Note: In 

1995, Diane (Plumb-
erg) Clay was a cub 
reporter at The Okla-
homan assigned to the 
police beat.

It’s hard to fath-
om that many of our 
co-workers, children 
and friends were mere 
toddlers in 1995, or perhaps not 
even born. We have raised an entire 
generation of Oklahomans who view 
the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building as part of a history 
class. It is important, as we com-
memorate the 20th anniversary, that 
we share our experiences from that 
fateful day and fulfi ll our promise to 
Never Forget. 

The morning of April 19 was a beau-

tiful spring day that started like any 
other. It was a Wednesday.

 As we dressed for work, live footage 
fl ashed on TV, showing a large plume 
of smoke rising from downtown Okla-
homa City. It appeared to be a fi re or 
a gas line explosion. The truth was 
inconceivable.

My job at the time was to cover 
fi res, traffi c accidents or anything 
that skipped across the scanner, 
so I sped downtown behind a police 
cruiser. 

When I arrived within minutes of 
the explosion, I noticed glass blown 
from nearly every building, and blinds 
fl apping against the outside of high 
rises where windows used to be. Car 
alarms wailed, and several vehicles 
were damaged.

As I walked east toward the Mur-

rah Building on NW 5, white bits of 
paper began to fall like snow, and the 
air was thick with ash. Workers with 
shredded white shirts and blood-
stained skirts held each other as they 
dragged down the street, blood trick-
ling across their faces and arms. One 
woman in a wheelchair was crying 
and pointing toward the building, but 
we didn’t understand what she need-
ed. 

Then, I walked around the west end, 
and turned to look at the front of the 
federal building.

Through breaks in the smoke, you 
could see it. The face of the building 
was gone.

Straight ahead, in the middle of 
Fifth Street, was a multi-story pile of 
concrete and granite. To the left, the

continued on page 16
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Diane Clay
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org:

We’ve collected all the 
Meet the Sisters interviews 
in one link! See our news 
section.

Check our Picture Gal-
lery for Holy Week photos.

Have you read Archbish-
op Coakley’s pastoral letter 
Go Make Disciples? Find it 
in English and Spanish at 
www.archokc.org.

Correction
The correct winner for the 

fi rst and second grade spell-
ing bee was Kim Doan, All 
Saints, Norman.

Plus, don’t miss daily up-
dates on Facebook, Twit-

ter and Instagram!

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
April 19 – Mass for 20th anniversary of Oklahoma City Bombing, 4 p.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
April 21 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., Immaculate Conception, OKC
April 22 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., All Saints School and St. Mark, Norman
April 22 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., St. Francis Xavier, Enid
April 23 – School Mass and classroom visits, 9 a.m., St. Philip Neri School, Midwest City
April 23 – Catholic Charities board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities offi ces
April 23 – Confi rmation, 6 p.m., St. Mark, Norman
April 24-25 – Knights of Columbus State Convention, Tulsa
April 26 – Confi rmation, 9 a.m., St. Gregory the Great, Enid
April 26 – Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., St. Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
April 28 – Blessing of Catholic Charities offi ce, 9 a.m., Ardmore
April 28 – Confi rmation, 6:30 p.m., St. Damien of Molokai, Edmond
April 29 – School Mass and classroom visits, 1 p.m., St. Mary School, Ponca City
April 29 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Medford
April 30 – Confi rmation, 7 p.m., St. Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley
May 1 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph School, Enid
May 1 – Mass and Celebration of 125th Anniversary, 6 p.m., St. Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC
May 2 – Confi rmation, 5 p.m., St. Monica, Edmond
May 3 – Confi rmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Matthew, Elk City

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Like most Americans old enough to remember April 
19, 1995, I recall the moment when I learned of the 
devastating blast that destroyed the Alfred P. Mur-
rah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. It was the 
worst act of terrorism ever committed on U.S. soil 
up to that time, claiming the lives of 168 innocent 
men, women and children, plus the lives of several 
unborn children killed in their mothers’ wombs. In 
truth, those numbers hardly begin to tell the whole 
story of those affected that terrible day. The rest of 
the story would tell of the survivors who were injured 
and those who walked away, the fi rst responders, the 
families, the members of the media, clergy and coun-
selors, and so many others who were touched and 
changed forever that day. 

I was living in Kansas at that time. And, like people 
all over the world who followed the story, I was pro-
foundly moved by the way this community responded 
to such unspeakable violence and evil. Those tragic 
days brought out the best in this community and its 
people. A remarkable spirit of kindness, hospitality 
and care for one another and for strangers was on 
display before the world. That spirit of solidarity has 
come to be known as the Oklahoma Standard. It was 
a light shining in darkness.

That terrible event brought this community to its 
knees, literally and fi guratively. We could have been 
destroyed by it. Instead, building on the foundations 
of deep religious faith, an indomitable spirit, and 
strong leadership, this community has risen from the 
ashes to experience a remarkable rebirth and be-
come the kind of city that would have been diffi cult to 
imagine 20 years ago. 

This 20th anniversary of the bombing invites us to 
remember reverently those who lost their lives that 
day, and renew our support for those families and 
friends who still grieve their losses.

It invites us to renew our appreciation for those 
who are always ready to stand in the breach with 
those who experience hardship and suffering during 
emergencies and crises of whatever sort. We have 
a beautiful world-class memorial and museum to 
help keep memory alive and to hand on the lessons 
learned from those dark days 20 years ago. 

The healing continues. I am so proud to be a part 
of this community today, even as I so admired it from 
afar 20 years ago. 

What will the next fi ve, 10 or 20 years bring? My 
hope and prayer for our community is rooted, at least 
in part, in an experience that has left me unsettled 
for the past 18 years. As a parish priest in Wichita, 
I brought our youth group here to Frontier City for 
a summer outing in June 1997. It was the very day 
that the jury returned its verdict in the penalty phase 

of the trial of convict-
ed bomber, Timothy 
McVeigh.

As the public address 
system at the theme 
park interrupted its 
soundtrack to broad-
cast the decision live, a 
reverent silence fell over 
the crowded park. It was 
a silence fi lled with a tangible sense of the pain and 
loss this city had endured. I shared in that moment 
of anticipation. 

I don’t know what I expected, but I was not pre-
pared for what followed the announcement that 
McVeigh had been sentenced to death.

From a reverent silence in which you could hear a 
pin drop there erupted an outburst of enthusiastic 
applause. Perhaps it was a cathartic moment, and 
nothing more. But it was deeply disturbing. Certain-
ly this man deserved a just sentence for his terrible 
crime. But, all too often what is unleashed in such 
situations is not the cry for justice, but rather a call 
for vengeance. It’s a fi ne and dangerous line. Justice 
is ennobling. The demand for vengeance diminishes 
all of us. Violence begets more violence. 

That experience helped shape my own convictions 
on the diffi cult question of the death penalty. I am 
fi rmly opposed to it. I pray that our community, our 
state and our nation will come to recognize that today 
the use of the death penalty is no longer necessary or 
justifi able.

There is a better way. While the death penalty may 
be legitimate in principle, it is hard to fi nd circum-
stances today when it is legitimate to apply that 
principle. When there are non-lethal means to protect 
society and exact due punishment for serious crimes 
we ought to pursue these means. 

We have just come through the sacred Paschal 
Triduum. In the Cross we have God’s response to sin 
and injustice. The Cross achieves the perfect balance 
of justice and mercy. God suffers with us. He takes 
the pain of our sin on himself by sending his Son to 
die for us. In his death and resurrection we share in 
his victory. Thus, the cycle of sin and death is broken 
and we are redeemed. 

Enough of violence! Let mercy season justice. As 
Pope Francis said in his fi rst Angelus address after 
his election, “A little mercy makes the world less cold 
and more just. We need to understand properly this 
mercy of God, this merciful Father, who is so pa-
tient.”

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Let mercy season justice



Holy God, holy mighty 
One, holy immortal One, 
have mercy on us and on the 
whole world.

~ from the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, available on the 
archdiocesan app under 
Prayers.
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2015 Priest Assignments
Effective July 1

Retirement

Fr. Dominic 
Hoang

Fr. Charles 
Murphy

Fr. Joseph Ross

Fr. Krupavara 
Prasad Boddu
Holy Name of 
Jesus, Chicka-
sha (St. Peter, 
Lindsay) 

Fr. Gregory 
Nguyen
St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac, OKC

Fr. Balraj Sagili 
Jusudas
Sacred Heart, 
Alva (St. Corne-
lius, Cherokee, 
Our Mother of 
Mercy, Wayno-
ka)

Fr. Cory Stanley
Prince of Peace, 
Altus (St. Helen, 
Frederick)

Fr. Shane Tharp
Blessed Sacra-
ment, Lawton

Fr. James A. 
Wickersham
St. Mary, 
Guthrie (St. 
Margaret Mary, 
Crescent)

Pastor

Fr. Nerio 
Espinoza
St. Benedict, 
Shawnee 
(Immaculate 
Conception,  
Seminole, St. 
Joseph Chapel, 
Wewoka)

Fr. Daniel 
Grover
St. Joseph, 
Norman

Fr. Aaron
Foshee
St. Francis of 
Xavier, Enid 
(St. Gregory, 
Enid, St. Mi-
chael, Goltry)

Fr. Lance
Warren
St. Francis of 
Assisi, OKC

Priest from 
Nellore, India
St. Monica, 
Edmond

Priest from
Nellore, India
St. John 
Nepomuk, 
Yukon

Priest from
Nellore, India
St Peter, Guy-
mon (St. Fran-
ces Cabrini, 
Beaver; Church 
of the Good 
Shepherd, Boise 
City; Sacred 
Heart, Hooker)

Associate Pastor

Fr. Carson Krittenbrink
Corpus Christi, OKC, St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Jones
(Residence at Christ the King, OKC)

Chaplain, Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School

Fr. Brian Buettner
Pontifi cal University of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Rome, Italy

Administrator Continuing Education

Fr. Christopher 
Brashears
Christ the King, 
OKC and Archdi-
ocesan Tribunal
(Summer only)



There’s an old country song 
about a man who just fi nished a 
three-year prison sentence. As he 
prepares to take a bus back to his 
hometown, he is unsure whether 
he will be welcomed. He writes a 
letter in advance of his arrival, 
asking his beloved to “tie a yellow 
ribbon round the old oak tree if 
you still want me.” If not, he’ll just 
“stay on the bus, forget about us, 
put the blame on me.” When the 
bus pulls into town, he fi nds not 
one, but 100 yellow ribbons on the 
old oak tree. 

Did you ever wonder what hap-
pened next? We are not told, but 
we can imagine a long embrace, 
time on the porch swing catching 
up, a lovely meal, the gladness of 
being together, sharing life again 
and being free. Routines are re-
sumed. 

And slowly, the old issues come 
up again. 

This song came to mind as I was 
refl ecting on various initiatives to 
encourage inactive Catholics to 
return to the Church. We all know 
people who have dropped out. Cer-
tainly, the Lord would be putting 
yellow ribbons everywhere. What 
about us? How do we feel about 
lapsed Catholics coming back? 
Eager? Indifferent? Worried that it 
won’t work? 

I’m going to make an optimistic 
guess that most who continue to 
practice have the yellow ribbons 
out! Everyone would like to see 
their children and friends return 
to the practice of the faith. But, it 
is also reasonable to assume that 
people who leave the Church did 
not fi nd their way onto the path of 
intentional discipleship when they 
were there. So, here’s the thing: 
what can we do to help them get 
traction in their discipleship when 
they return?

Following are fi ve areas that we 
could usefully think about:

1) What happens when a person 
“identifi es” as a returning Cath-
olic? How are they “met” by the 
receptionist, by the ushers, by the 
regulars? In what ways do we wel-
come them, and encourage them 
to become an intentional disciple, 
and to sustain their discipleship?

2) Is there enough momentum in 
the culture of the parish to make 
crossing the threshold of inten-
tional discipleship a possibility for 
everyone? (And is that a different 
thing than being “involved?”) Will 
returning Catholics naturally fi nd 
their way into relationships that 
will assist and sustain this pro-
cess?

3) In what ways can we help 
them to successfully “process” the 

reasons they left in the fi rst place?
4) In what ways are we prepared 

to propose a path of discipleship to 
them, i.e. a concrete set of steps to 
grow and mature in their personal 
relationship with Jesus, and in 
the Church? Are we relying only 
on the sacramental/liturgical/
catechetical structures (i.e. going 
straight to second-base)? Or do 
we have ways of helping returning 
Catholics assess the state of their 
discipleship, and take concrete 
steps that respond to real needs? 

5) What possibilities exist within 
the sacramental/liturgical/cat-
echetical structures that could be 
“retro-fi tted” so that initial evange-
lization is built in? 

For example, do homilies reg-
ularly announce the “kerygmatic 
proclamation” and encourage peo-
ple who have not yet made a per-
sonal commitment to Christ, to do 
so? Do they prompt people to have 
a daily personal prayer time? Are 
there tools for praying with Scrip-
ture available? Do people have 
regular opportunities to hear com-
pelling, personal, Christ-centered 
testimony part as part of their 
faith formation processes? Where 
are the opportunities for spiritual 
conversation in our parishes?

As we strive toward a more ro-
bust culture of intentional disci-
pleship, we will be more prepared 
to welcome everyone home — and 
to keep them there.

Sooner Catholic

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop of Oklahoma City
Publisher

Diane Clay 
Editor

Brianna Osborne
Managing Editor

Sooner Catholic Newspaper 
7501 Northwest Expressway 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132

(405) 721-1810 
Fax: (405) 721-5210

E-mail: tips@archokc.org 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, OK 73123

Visit us online at 
www.soonercatholic.org

Visit the archdiocesan website 
at www.archokc.org

The Sooner Catholic 
(USPS 066-910) is published 

biweekly except for once in July 
and twice in December by 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

The newspaper is not responsible 
for unsolicited material. 

Copyright © 2015 Sooner Catholic

Subscription rate: $20 per year 
for all who are not members of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.  
Periodical postage paid at 

Oklahoma City, OK 73125.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Sooner Catholic, 
P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73123.

 Volume 37, Number 8

The Sooner Catholic 
is supported through the 
Archdiocesan Development Fund.

Commentary4 April 19, 2015

How do we welcome returning Catholics?

Archbishop Paul Coakley will 
celebrate the Mystagogy Mass at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center on 
Sunday, April 26, at 4 p.m. for 
Catholics who formally joined the 
Church at Easter.

 These newly baptized Catho-
lics and those who entered into 
full communion with the Catholic 
Church this Easter are invited to 
this special Mass along with their 
sponsors and close family. 

 Mystagogy, which means “inter-
pretation of mystery,” is the period 
of the post baptismal catechesis.

It is the fi nal period of the Chris-
tian initiation process, a process 
that begins formally with the Rite 
of Acceptance, generally celebrated 
on the fi rst Sunday of Advent. At 
this time, “inquirers” declare their 
desire to become members of the 
Catholic Church. Those to be bap-
tized become known as catechu-
mens, and those to be confi rmed 
are known as candidates.

 On the fi rst Sunday of Lent, 
the candidates and catechumens 

are presented to the bishop and 
accepted by him in the Rite of 
Election and the Call to Continu-
ing Conversion after which those 
seeking Baptism in the Church are 
referred to as the Elect.

 The Elect are prayed for in their 
parishes on the third, fourth and 
fi fth Sundays of Lent during the 
Scrutinies, rites on conversion and 
repentance. “After the fi rst Scruti-
ny, those in RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults) are entrusted 
with the Creed and after the third 
Scrutiny, the Lord’s Prayer.”

 Finally, at the Easter Vigil, 
the Elect become members of 
the Church in full sacramental 
communion. Reception into the 
Church at this time, however, is 
not an end point, but rather the 
beginning of the neophytes’ life-
long journey in faith.

 During the period of mystago-
gy, these newly-initiated Catholics 
“refl ect on their experiences at the 
Easter Vigil and continue to learn 
more about the Scriptures, the 
Sacraments and the teachings of 
the Catholic Church.” They also 

will consider how they may “serve 
Christ and help in the Church’s 
mission and outreach activities.” 

 A highlight of this period is the 
Mystagogy Mass, which has be-
come a custom in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City. 

 At one time, in the early 
Church, new members were bap-
tized by the bishop himself. As the 
Church grew, and diocese and geo-
graphic territories expanded, this 
was no longer possible, and the 
administration of the sacraments 
of initiation was delegated to local 
clergy.

 Today, the Mystagogy Mass is a 
way to manifest and to maintain 
this important connection to the 
bishop and to the hierarchical or-
ganization of the Church.

 New Church members frequent-
ly will gather to celebrate the 
Masses of the Easter Season as 
part of the mystagogy period. This 
may continue until Pentecost, it 
may include the Mystagogy Mass, 
and it may be marked at the one-
year anniversary of full reception 
into the Church by a celebration.

Carole Brown
Director of New 
Evangelization

A yellow ribbon hangs from the doors 
of St. Barbara Church in Cleveland. 
CNS photo/William Rieter.

Mystagogy Mass to be held April 26
By J.E. Helm

For the Sooner Catholic
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Pondering the implications of three-parent embryos
An ethical Rubicon was crossed 

when the fi rst in vitro fertilization 
(IVF)-conceived baby came into the 
world in 1978. With human repro-
duction no longer limited to the 
embrace of a man and a woman, 
people felt empowered to take their 
own sperm and eggs, or those of 
others, and create their much de-
sired children bit-by-cellular-bit.

As they mixed and matched 
these cells, they soon were drawn 
into other twists and turns of the 
advancing technology, including 
screening the genes of their test-
tube offspring and eugenically 
weeding out any undesired embry-
onic children by freezing them in 
liquid nitrogen or simply discard-
ing them as laboratory refuse.

Recent developments have exac-
erbated this situation by offering 
additional options and choices 
for generating children; recasting 
human embryos as modular con-
structs to be assembled through 
cloning or through the creation of 
three-parent embryos.

While cloning involves swap-
ping out the nucleus of a woman’s 
egg with a replacement nucleus 
to create an embryo, three-par-
ent embryos are made by swap-
ping out additional cellular parts 
known as mitochondria through 
the recombination of eggs from 
two different women. Even more 
baroque approaches to making 
three-parent embryos rely on 
destroying one embryo (instead of 
an egg) and cannibalizing its parts 
so as to build another embryo by 
nuclear transfer. 

We risk trivializing our human 
procreative faculties and diminish-
ing our offspring by sanctioning 
these kinds of “eggs-as-Lego-piec-
es” or “embryos-as-Lego-pieces” 

approaches. Ultimately, there is a 
steep price to be paid for the ev-
er-expanding project of upending 
our own beginnings and rupturing 
the origins of our children.

Part of that price includes the 
signifi cant health problems that 
have come to light in children born 
from IVF and other assisted repro-
duction techniques. Researchers 
have found an overall doubling in 
the risk of birth defects for chil-
dren born by these technologies 
when compared with rates for 
children conceived in the normal 
fashion.

For retinoblastoma, a childhood 
eye cancer, a six-fold elevated risk 
has been reported. 
Assisted reproduc-
tion techniques 
also are associated 
with heightened 
risks for a number 
of rare and serious 
genetic disorders, 
including Beck-
with-Wiedmann 
syndrome, Angel-
man’s syndrome 
and various devel-
opmental disorders 
like atrial septal and ventricular 
septal defects of the heart, cleft lip 
with or without cleft palate, esoph-
ageal atresia and anorectal atresia.

Considering the various harsh 
and unnatural steps involved in 
moving human reproduction from 
the marital embrace into the petri 
dish, it should perhaps come as 
little surprise that elevated rates 
of birth defects have been ob-
served, even when certain genetic 
defects may have been previously 
screened out.

As children born by assisted 
reproductive techniques become 

adults, they are starting to be 
tracked and studied for various 
psychiatric issues as well. A grow-
ing number of young adults are 
vocalizing their strong personal 
concerns about the way they were 
brought into the world through 
techniques like anonymous sperm 
donations, because they fi nd 
themselves feeling psychologically 
adrift and deprived of any connec-
tion to their biological father. 

It should be obvious how any ap-
proach that weakens or casts into 
question the integral connection 
between parents and their off-
spring will raise grave ethical con-
cerns. Whether it be three-parent 

embryos, anony-
mous sperm dona-
tions or surrogacy, 
we need to protect 
children from the 
harmful psycholog-
ical stressors that 
arise when they are 
subjected to uncer-
tainties about their 
own origins. 

As one fertility 
specialist bluntly 
commented, “As 

a nation, we need to get a con-
science about what we are doing 
here. Yes, it’s nice when an infer-
tile couple is able to build a fam-
ily, but what about the children? 
Shouldn’t their needs be in the 
mix from the very beginning too? I 
think it is ridiculous that a do-
nor-conceived child would need to 
‘research’ to fi nd out their genetic 
origins. Give me a break. What if 
you had to do that? Is it fair?”

Beyond these immediate con-
cerns about the well-being and 
health of our progeny, we face 
further serious concerns about 

our human future in the face of 
these burgeoning technologies. 
As procreation becomes reduced 
to just another commercial trans-
action, and our children become 
projects to be assembled piecemeal 
in the pursuit of parental desires, 
we invariably set the stage to cross 
another signifi cant ethical line. 

That bright ethical line involves 
the creation of humans that have 
heritable genetic modifi cations 
(changes that are passed on to 
future generations). When the fi rst 
three-parent baby is born, which 
will likely take place in the next 
year or two, we will have stepped 
right into the middle of that hu-
bris-fi lled brave new world of 
manipulating the genetic traits of 
future children.

We will have transitioned to a 
paradigm where biomedical experi-
mentation on future generations is 
seen as acceptable and justifi able. 
Now is the time to ponder careful-
ly the implications of our rushed 
reproductive choices, and to stand 
fi rm against the preventable in-
justices that inexorably fl ow from 
assisted reproductive technologies.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia.

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center

A monitor shows the microinjection of sperm into an egg cell using a microscope at a Leipzig, Germany, in vitro fertilization clinic in this July, 2011 photo. CNS photo/EPA. 

“Ultimately, there 
is a steep price to be 
paid for the ever-ex-
panding project of 
upending our own 
beginnings and rup-
turing the origins of 
our children.”
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ST. LOUIS – Make-A-Wish 
requests often involve meeting 
athletes, attending sporting events 
or traveling to amusement parks 
or beaches.

When it came time for 11-year-
old Brett Haubrich of south St. 
Louis County to make his wish, 
he not only listed none of those 
things, but had no request at all.

“He didn’t want anything,” ex-
plained his mother, Eileen. “They 
had to keep asking him, ‘What 
would you like to do? Do you want 
to meet anybody? What do you 
want to be when you grow up?’”

The answer to the last question 
became part of his wish — what 
Make-A-Wish calls “wish enhance-
ment” to complement the main 
wish. The sixth-grader at Saint 
Mark School wants to be a priest, 
a doctor or an engineer.

Priest was No. 1.
“I said, ‘I really want to be a 

priest,’” he said.
So, on Holy Thursday, at the 

invitation of Archbishop Robert 
J. Carlson, Brett took his place 
beside the altar at the Cathedral 
Basilica of St. Louis as “Priest for 
a Day.”

Brett served not one, but two 
Masses — the Chrism Mass and 
the evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper — and held the book for 
Archbishop Carlson for prayers 
after the homilies. At the evening 
Mass, he was with 11 seminarians 
having their feet washed by Arch-
bishop Carlson, and his parents 
brought up the gifts of bread and 

wine.
He also joined Archbishop Carl-

son for two meals; a luncheon with 
archdiocesan priests and dea-
cons after the Chrism Mass and 
a dinner with seminarians at the 
archbishop’s residence before the 
evening Mass.

Best of all, he wore a collar pro-
vided by a seminarian from Ken-
rick-Glennon.

As for his favorite part of the 
entire day, Brett was unequivocal 
in his answer.

“The whole thing,” he said as he 
waited for his dad, Conrad, near 
the Cathedral Basilica sanctuary 
with his mom and older sister, 
Olivia, after the Chrism Mass.

“It was really neat for them to let 

me do this stuff.”
And cool, too — a term he used 

often in describing the day.
“Just a really cool experience,” 

he said.
His actual wish is cool, too.
“Eating mangoes on a beach,” 

his mother said.
That trip will come later. His 

interim “Priest-for-a-Day” request 
didn’t surprise his family.

“For years, he has loved the 
Mass and been religious,” said Ei-
leen Haubrich, a graduate of Notre 
Dame High School. “He has such 
a good heart. He’s a very caring 
boy.”

The second of Eileen and Con-
rad’s four children and oldest of 
two sons, Brett has served at his 

school church and at his parish, 
Saint Martin of Tours, which is 
visible from the back door of his 
house only a short walk away.

He digs the smell of incense 
burning in the thurible, enjoys 
confession and likes “communion, 
and the songs, too.”

Communion — the Eucharist, 
the living presence of Jesus Christ 
— stands out.

“I like receiving the Body and the 
Blood,” he said, simply.

Brett and his family told sever-
al priests about his request, and 
they offered several options – like 
shadowing one, spending the night 
at a rectory with his dad or serving 
a Saturday morning Mass at the 
New Cathedral.

The latter request was made of 
Father Nick Smith, the Master of 
Ceremonies at the Cathedral Ba-
silica. His initial response was “no 
way,” followed quickly by “we can 
do way better than that.”

Sure enough, they did.
“I said, ‘Why don’t we have him 

come down for Holy Thursday? 
He can serve the Chrism Mass — 
it’s a Mass for priests — and that 
night, Mass is always about the 
Eucharist,’” Father Smith said, 
repeating the two main aspects of 
the Masses that fi t Brett. “Priests 
and Eucharist.”

Archbishop Carlson also played 
a big role. During the initial phone 
call about Brett’s request, he actu-
ally was with Father Smith in the 
Cathedral sacristy getting ready 
for his Lenten refl ection.

“It just so happened he was 
standing right next to me,” said 
Father Smith, who described Arch-
bishop Carlson as “very excited. 
He was throwing out ideas right 
and left, ‘Let’s do this, let’s do 
that.’”

Archbishop Carlson came up 
with ideas of the seminarians’ din-
ner and of the foot washing.

“He said, ‘Put him in there; we’ll 
wash his foot,’” Father Smith said, 
with a laugh. “Before you knew it, 
it turned into a whole day.”

Father Smith prepared an itin-
erary and delivered it in person 
along with a letter signed by Arch-
bishop Carlson asking for Brett’s 
help at the Masses.

“I handed it to him, and when 
he got to the fi rst line, ‘I’m making 
you a priest for a day,’ his eyes 
got as big as half-dollars,” Father 
Smith said.

Brett admitted to being a little 
nervous heading into Holy Thurs-
day, but the events went off like 
clockwork. Wearing the collar, 
Brett processed down the center 
aisle at the New Cathedral with 
priests, deacons and seminarians 
at the Chrism Mass — at which 
Archbishop Carlson blessed the 
oils to be used throughout the 
archdiocese for sacraments for the 
next year — and took his spot near 
the altar.

He performed fl awlessly.
“He did pretty well,” Archbishop 

Carlson said.

‘Priest for a day’ is a wish that came true
By Dave Luecking 

St. Louis Review 

Brett Haubrich lights candles at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis. Below, his feet 
are washed by Archbishop Robert Carlson. Photos Lisa Johnston.
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Encountering Christ: Bishop Weisenburger
refl ects on the Oklahoma City bombing

Bishop Ed Weisenburger now 
helms the diocese of Salina, Kan., 
but, 20 years ago, he was a rela-
tively new priest in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

On the morning of April 19, 
1995, he felt a sudden shake of 
the chancery building, 14 miles 
northwest of the Oklahoma City 
federal building.

“I thought it was probably some-
thing that was happening across 
the street at Wiley Post Airport,” 
Bishop Weisenburger said.

Within minutes, he learned oth-
erwise.

At that time, Bishop Weisen-
burger did not know the name of 
the bomber, nor did he know the 
number of dead would be 168. He 
just knew Oklahoma would never 
be the same. 

He also knew the need for help 
would be great. Archbishop Euse-
bius Beltran was out of town when 
the bombing occurred, so Bish-
op Weisenburger quickly called 
then-retired Archbishop Emeritus 
Charles Salatka.

“I think you need to be present 
at Saint Anthony’s where they 
are taking the victims,” Bishop 
Weisenburger suggested. Arch-
bishop Salatka agreed.

At Saint Anthony Hospital, the 
chaplain and medical personnel 
were overrun with work. Hospital 
administrators asked Archbishop 
Salatka to say Mass to be broad-
cast across the hospital television 
network.

“With very little time to prepare, 
he threw on vestments and said 
Mass just beautifully,” Bishop 
Weisenburger said. “I remember 
thinking, ‘Wow, if I had had only 
hours to prepare, I couldn’t have 
been that gracious.’”

In the coming days, President 
Clinton declared a state of emer-
gency and rescue workers from 
California to New York came to the 
heartland to search for the missing 
amid the rubble. Bishop Weisen-
burger found himself stationed at 
the site of the bombing, rotating in 
six-hour shifts with several other 
local priests. He was supposed to 
minister to anyone who needed it – 
but he wasn’t sure how.

“The fi rst day, I was frustrat-
ed because no one was actually 
talking to me,” he said. “There was 
a Presbyterian chaplain there as 
well and we talked to each other.”

He lived with Father Lowell Stief-
erman and remembers asking him, 
“What is the most important thing 
I should do?” to which Father 
Stieferman replied, “You need a 
great big rosary.”

“The rescue workers – largely 
Italian Catholics from the East 
Coast – would work in the rub-
ble, turn and look at me, and 
then work some more,” Bishop 
Weisenburger remembered. “I 
would stand there quietly pray-
ing the rosary and that was what 
they needed from me – my quiet, 
prayerful presence while they did 
their work.”

He also carried the Eucharist 
in a pyx, and, on Sundays, the 
rescue workers would line up to 
receive Christ’s body.

“Those were challenging days 
and Father Stieferman was the 
person I could talk to,” Bishop 

Weisenburger said. “Some of us 
had a visible role, but that doesn’t 
mean it was the most important 
thing. There were a lot of people in 
the background doing incredible 
things to help people heal.”

Meanwhile, at the urging of 
Bishop Weisenburger and oth-
ers at the chancery, a few Span-
ish-speaking nuns timidly pre-
sented themselves to minister at 
another site established specifi -
cally for victims’ family members, 
many of whom spoke Spanish. The 
nuns had fretted that they weren’t 
trained for such work, but recog-
nized they had to try.

“It was like dragging magnets 
through a pail of nails,” Bishop 
Weisenburger remembered, as vic-
tims and family members sought 
to be near the nuns.

“It did not involve any training; it 
just involved compassionate pres-
ence and, boy, did they teach all of 
us a lesson,” Bishop Weisenburger 
said.

Pope Francis has popularized the 
phrase “theology of encounter.” In 
those dark days after the Oklaho-
ma City bombing, Bishop Weisen-
burger experienced it fi rsthand.

“‘Encounter’ is when two differ-
ent people come together and fi nd 
Christ in the midst of that meet-
ing,” he said. “I hope my presence 
there helped in some small way 
for Christ to be present. I know 
that I was watching, through those 
workers’ selfl ess efforts, Christ 
working for others.”

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
For the Sooner Catholic

Then Fr. Ed Weisenberger, left, and Fr. Louis Lamb, right, accept letters of thanks 
from EMSA representatives in June 1995. Photo archives of Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City.
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exploded in front of the federal 
building where his daughter, Julie 
Welch, worked on the fi rst fl oor as 
a Spanish interpreter for the U.S. 
Social Security Administration.

“Almost from the beginning, I 
pretty much gave up all hope,” 
Welch said. “I knew that, if she 
were in the building, she would not 
have survived. That was Wednes-
day morning and her body was not 
found until Saturday morning.”

Welch initially reacted to the 
news of the bombing and his 
daughter’s death with heartache 
and anger. He was angry at God, 
angry at himself, even angry at 
Julie for delaying a graduate assis-
tantship that would have seen her 
safely at Marquette University in 
Milwaukee instead of in the federal 
building in Oklahoma City – and, of 
course, he was angry at McVeigh.

“I once told a mother who lost her 
son in the Sept. 11, 2001, attack 
on the World Trade Center, ‘The 
most important thing for you to 
allow yourself to do is to give your-
self plenty of time. Time is the most 
important thing for the healing 
process. I learned some time ago 
that, when your parents die, you go 

to the hilltop and you bury them. 
You bury your children in your 
heart. You will never get over it, but 
you will learn to deal with it. Time 
is what helps you.’”

Twenty years later, Welch said, 
unequivocally, that his Catholic 
faith is stronger as a result of all he 
has endured. If Julie Welch were 
alive today, she would be 43. To 
her father, she will always be 23.

Welch became a staunch op-
ponent of the death penalty and 
even reached out to and met with 
Bill McVeigh, Timothy McVeigh’s 
father. 

Father Lamb, too shaken by the 
experience to offer counsel at fi rst, 
eventually joined the effort to min-
ister and help families, rescuers, 
medical personnel and other clergy 
deal with the aftermath.

Sonia Estrada remains the 
secretary at Saint Joseph, which 
now sits across the street from the 
memorial where the federal build-
ing once stood. She visited the site 
on the fi rst anniversary, but hasn’t 
returned since. 

“I will do my best to try and go 
this year, to be there and fi nally 
just letting go.”

Troy Bodman (center), 14, volunteered with his parents and friends to 
create a walkway, benches and plaque marking the Murrah Building 
Survivor Tree in the courtyard of the Catholic Pastoral Center. Bodman, 
who attends Christ the King and is a Life Scout in Troop 331 based at St. 
Monica in Edmond, proposed the idea for his Eagle Scout project. The CPC 
received the tree sapling for the 10th anniversary of the bombing. Photo 
Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

Events commemorating the 
20th anniversary of the bombing

Archbishop Coakley will cele-
brate Mass at 4 p.m. April 19 at 
St. Joseph Old Cathedral to com-
memorate the anniversary.

A public concert for the 20th 
anniversary of the Oklahoma City 
bombing, “We Rise to Bless You 
Still,” will be at 5 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church, 1001 NW 25. 
The event is free and open to the 
public. Doors open at 4:15 p.m.

CPC Survivor Tree



My people, what have I done to 
you? Or how have I grieved you? 
Answer me! Because I led you 
out of the land of Egypt, you have 
prepared a Cross for your Savior. 
(The Reproaches, traditional anti-
phons for Good Friday)
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Holy Week 2015
Chrism Mass

“…send the power of your Holy Spirit, the Consoler, into 
this precious oil, this soothing ointment, this rich gift, 
this fruit of the earth.” (from the Blessing of the Oil of the 
Sick)

Holy Thursday

Good Friday

Fr. Prakash Madineni, pastor of St. 
Teresa of Avila Church in Harrah, 
holds the crucifi x for veneration. 
Photo Cara Koenig.

A woman venerates the cross at 
Holy Family Church in Lawton. 
Photo provided.

Easter Vigil

Fr. M. Price Oswalt, pastor of St. Joseph Old Cathedral, washes a child’s feet. Above, parish-
ioners bring gifts of wine. Photos Cara Koenig.

Parishioners of St. Thomas More University Parish as well as students and faculty, 
participate in Stations of the Cross on the University of Oklahoma campus. Photo Cris 
Porter.

Christ yesterday and today
the Beginning and the End
the Alpha
and the Omega
All time belongs to Him
and all the ages
To Him be glory and power
through every age and for ever. 
Amen. (Rite for Preparation of 
the Paschal Candle)

Fr. Timothy Fuller and Deacon 
Norm Mejstrik pray before the 
Easter fi re at St. Philip Neri Church 
in Midwest City. Above, Fr. Fuller 
blesses the baptismal water with 
the paschal candle. Photos Cara 
Koenig.

At left, Archbishop Coakley blesses the holy oils. 
Deacon Daniel Grover holds the book of the Gos-
pels. Photos Cara Koenig.



Sooner CatholicReviews10 April 19, 2015

A Review: Joy in living the Liturgical year

The Church offers us periods of simplicity 
and repentance followed by celebration and 
rejoicing, allowing us to join in Christ’s journey 
on earth. The rhythm of the year allows us to 
enter more deeply into the Christian mystery.

Entering into the gift of the Christian Year 
can be diffi cult amidst the general busyness in 
life. In their books, “Feast: Real Food, Refl ec-
tions, and Simple Living for the Christian Year” 
(e-book $7.99; print $21.99), and its sequel, 
“More Feasts” (e-book $3.99), Haley and Daniel 
Stewart suggest that celebrating the Liturgical 
calendar can begin with something you prob-
ably will be doing anyway — making dinner. 
Converts to Catholicism, the Stewarts wrote 
the book they wish they’d had when they en-
tered the Church.

Each book includes short refl ections on feast-
ing, the examples of the saints, and Advent, 
Christmastide, Lent and Easter seasons em-
bedded with recipes appropriate for a particu-
lar saint’s day. 

For example, the entry for the feast of Saint 
George, patron saint of England, on April 23 
includes a short synopsis of his life and a rec-
ipe for Shepherd’s Pie. The feast of Ugandan 
martyr Charles Lwanga on June 3 is graced 
with his story and a recipe for Ugali and Afri-
can Chicken Stew.

In addition to the recipes and refl ections, 
each book contains a few activities in which 
even a non-crafty person could participate. 

The simple suggestions bring life to each 
feast and provide an opportunity for children 
to participate. Additionally, the books contain a 
few cocktail recipes appropriate for adults.

The fi rst volume highlights many less-
er-known saints, such as Saint Turibius of 
Mogrovejo and the martyr Saint Michael Ho-

Dinh-Hy. While learning about the lives of 
these saints provide new examples of holiness, 
many families may want to begin incorporating 
the celebration of more popular saints, espe-
cially those to whom they have a particular 
devotion.

In fact, starting with name-day or other spe-
cial saints is the authors’ suggestion. Though 
the fi rst volume does contain a few more 
popular saints, such as Saint Martin de Tours 

and Saint Michael, the second volume consists 
mainly of beloved saints, including Joseph, 
Augustine, Catherine of Siena and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. 

The recipes of both books are straightforward 
and relatively simple, perfect for weeknight 
cooking. 

Since the authors’ family has a gluten-intol-
erance, all recipes are either gluten-free or have 
a gluten-free variation. The authors, as on their 
popular blog “Carrots for Michaelmas,” aid the 
reader in delving deeply into the mystery of 
Christian life in a way that is possible within a 
full and active family life.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a freelance 
writer and columnist for the Sooner Catholic.

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic

Celebrating the Feast of Divine Mercy

“It changed my life” is how Cindy 
Case of Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond ex-
plained her experience of Divine 
Mercy. While praying the rosary 
with her parents as a young wom-
an, Case felt that Christ himself 
“was offering me mercy.” Since 
then, her spiritual life and her life 
in the Church have taken on new 
meaning. She and her husband 
Dennis are offi cial Promoters of 
Divine Mercy, certifi ed by the Mar-
ians of the Immaculate Conception 
of Stockbridge, Mass.

What Case experienced was 
similar to Pope Francis’ direct and 
powerful encounter with the mercy 
of God as a young man when he 
went to confession. Today, he is 
sometimes called “The Pope of 
Mercy.”

This special focus on the loving 
and forgiving heart of Jesus is 
what is celebrated on the Feast 
of Divine Mercy, the fi rst Sunday 
after Easter.

The advancement of this devo-
tion was the life’s work of Saint 
Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun 
and member of the Congregation 
of Our Lady of Mercy.

Saint Faustina was privileged 
with apparitions of Our Lord who 
directed her to spread devotion to 

his forgiving love. Saint Faustina 
kept a diary for the last four years 
of her short life (1905-1938) and 
in it she recorded the words Christ 
spoke to her. He wanted a special 
image of himself, featuring the 
words “Jesus, I trust in you!” to be 
venerated. He specifi cally told her, 
“I desire that the fi rst Sunday after 
Easter be the Feast of Mercy.”

Followers of this devotion pray 

the Divine Mercy chaplet (using 
a traditional rosary) and honor 
3 p.m. each day as the hour of 
Christ’s death on the cross, pray-
ing for mercy for sinners.

At Saint Mary in Ponca City, 
Father Kevin Ratterman instituted 
Divine Mercy Sunday for the par-
ish when he became pastor four 
years ago.

“Divine Mercy, for me, is a won-
derful reminder of just how much 
God desires us to receive his bless-
ings, his graces,” he said. 

Father Ratterman’s parish is 
now well-known for its devotion 
to Divine Mercy, and he said he 
receives e-mails from around the 
state from people wanting to know 
more about it.

One thing he wants them to 
know is that a plenary indulgence 
is available on Divine Mercy Sun-
day. A plenary indulgence is the 
incredible benefi t of the remission 
of all temporal punishment due 
to sin, and it is offered on Divine 
Mercy Sunday to those who re-
ceive confession and communion, 
and who, during adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, pray the Di-
vine Mercy chaplet.

“It almost sounds too good to be 
true,” Father Ratterman said. “I 
cannot imagine anyone not want-
ing to take advantage of this.”

At Saint John in Edmond the 

day’s program began with a short 
fi lm about Saint Faustina and 
Divine Mercy, followed by an hour 
of adoration that began with a 
procession bringing the Bless-
ed Sacrament to the main altar. 
The procession featured an honor 
guard of the Knights of Columbus.

An usher for Sunday’s event in 
Edmond was Annette De Dios. 
Like so many other followers of the 
devotion, De Dios said “it turned 
my life around.” Divine Mercy is 
“Jesus pouring out his love for us,” 
she said. 

It was Saint John Paul II who in-
stituted the Feast of Divine Mercy, 
and it was he who named Sister 
Faustina a saint on April 18, 1993. 
Saint John Paul II visited Saint 
Faustina’s convent many times as 
a priest, as a bishop, and as pope 
in 1997. He was moved by all of 
this to release the second encycli-
cal of his papacy, titling it “Dives 
in Misericordia” (“Rich in Mercy”). 

Pope Francis recently proclaimed 
a Holy Year of Mercy beginning 
on Dec. 8, 2015, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, and end-
ing on Nov. 20, 2016, the Feast of 
Christ the King.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Polish Sister St. Faustina Kowalska is 
depicted with an image of Jesus Christ 
the Divine Mercy. CNS photo/Nancy 
Wiechec.
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Troubled by Indiana reaction, Christian leaders stress gravity of religious liberty

TRENTON, N.J. — Catholic and 
Southern Baptist leaders called for 
a recommitment to religious free-
dom, lamenting the “acrimony and 
lies” surrounding efforts to protect 
religious freedom in Indiana and 
across the United States. 

“America was founded on the 
idea that religious liberty matters 
because religious belief matters in 
a uniquely life-giving and powerful 
way. We need to take that birth-
right seriously, or we become a 
people alien to our own founding 
principles,” they said in an April 3 
statement.

“Religious liberty is precisely 
what allows a pluralistic society to 
live together in peace.”

The April 3 statement, “Now Is 
the Time to Talk about Religious 
Liberty,” was published at The 
Witherspoon Institute. Its signers 
include Archbishop Charles Cha-
put of Philadelphia, and Archbish-
op William Lori of Baltimore. They 
were joined by Robert P. George, a 
Princeton law professor who has 
headed the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom; 
Albert Mohler, Jr., president of 
the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary; and Russell Moore, 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission.

They noted that Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam all believe in 
the creation of man as male and 

female and in the “unique cove-
nant” of marriage as a heterosexu-
al union.

They criticized claims that this 
central belief “amounts to a form 
of bigotry.”

The Catholic and Baptist leaders 
said they were “especially trou-
bled” by the opposition to religious 
liberty legal efforts in Indiana and 
elsewhere.

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence on 
March 26 signed legislation de-
claring that state and local gov-
ernments may not substantially 
burden a person’s right to the 
exercise of religion, unless they 
demonstrate a compelling govern-

mental interest and use the least 
restrictive means to further that 
interest.

The Indiana law made explicit its 
application to businesses, which is 
in agreement with several federal 
appellate court rulings. The Indi-
ana law would also strengthen a 
legal defense against civil penal-
ties.

The religious freedom law was in 
large part modeled on the federal 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
of 1993, which passed Congress 
almost unanimously and was 
signed into law by Bill Clinton. The 
legislation is intended to restore 
religious protections that had 

been eliminated by Supreme Court 
decisions. The Oklahoma Religious 
Freedom Act was signed into law 
in 2000.

The initial Indiana law did not 
mention sexual orientation, but 
it became the subject of intense 
media controversy after opponents 
depicted it as “anti-gay.” CEOs, 
celebrities, major sports events 
and leaders of some city and state 
governments threatened boycotts 
or otherwise voiced criticism that 
it would allow discrimination.

Following media and politi-
cal pressure, Pence on April 2 
signed an amendment saying the 
law does not allow the refusal of 
services, facilities, public accom-
modations, goods, employment or 
housing on the basis of race, color, 
religion, ancestry, age, nation-
al origin, disability, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or U.S. 
military service.

The change drew criticism from 
Alliance Defending Freedom Senior 
Counsel Kristen Waggoner, who 
said the change “unjustly deprives 
citizens their day in court, denies 
freedom a fair hearing, and rigs 
the system in advance.”

The controversy in Indiana has 
had consequences in other states. 
The Arkansas legislature had 
passed a similarly broad religious 
freedom protections bill, but Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson said he would not 
sign it. On April 3, Hutchinson 
signed a narrower version of the 
bill.

CNA/EWTN News

A sign reading, “This business serves everyone,” is seen in the window of a barber-
shop in downtown Lafayette, Ind. CNS photo/Nate Chute, Reuters.

Bills aim to block D.C. laws opponents say violate religious liberty 

WASHINGTON – Two U.S. sena-
tors have sponsored joint resolu-
tions to try to block two new laws 
in the District of Columbia that 
they say prevent religious institu-
tions, pro-life groups and individ-
uals from operating within their 
own belief systems.

Sponsored by Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, and co-sponsored by 
Sen. James Lankford, R-OK, Joint 
Resolutions 10 and 11 were in-
troduced March 18 in response to 
two ordinances recently enacted by 
the D.C. Council titled the Repro-
ductive Health Non-Discrimination 
Amendment Act of 2014 and the 
Human Rights Amendment Act of 
2014.

The former amends a pre-exist-
ing order to prohibit employers in 
D.C. from discriminating against 
an employee or job applicant for 
her “reproductive health deci-
sion-making,” such as having 
an abortion, on the basis “of an 
employer’s personal beliefs about 
such services.”

The latter repeals a statute in 
the district that allowed faith-
based schools to approve stu-
dent organizations whose goals 
matched the schools’ institutional 
mission.

The laws were signed by D.C. 
Mayor Muriel Bowser Jan. 25, 
went into effect March 11 and were 
sent to Congress for its mandatory 
review period of 30 days, which 
ended April 17.

In early March, the council re-
portedly adjusted the non-discrim-
ination law to indicate employers 
would not be forced to provide 
insurance coverage for abortions, 
but opponents said that didn’t go 
far enough. There is no religious 
exemption in the bill.

Opponents of the measures 
include the U.S. Archdiocese for 
the Military Services, the Archdio-
cese of Washington, The Catholic 
University of America, the Eagle 
Forum, the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Knights of Colum-
bus, March for Life Education and 
Defense Fund, the National Associ-
ation of Evangelicals, and the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

In its own letter to members of 
Congress, the chairmen of six U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
committees, ranging from pro-life, 
marriage and family and religious 
liberty, said the ordinances not 
only “trampled on religious liberty” 
by deliberately removing language 
meant to protect religious orga-
nizations, but that the Human 
Rights Amendment Act violates a 
“well-settled constitutional princi-
ple that private organizations have 
the freedom to decide the persons 
or groups to whom they will offer 
endorsement, approval or recogni-

tion.”
On the day the joint resolutions 

were introduced, Lankford’s offi ce 
issued a statement: “What the 
D.C. Council has done is a major 
threat to the fundamental right to 
religious freedom for D.C. resi-
dents and organizations, and a 
brazen display of intolerance.”

“The Constitution provides that 
all Americans enjoy the right to 
live a life in accordance with their 
convictions of faith. Limiting reli-
gious practice to a church building 
is a weekend hobby, not a person-
al faith,” it added.

By Nate Madden
Catholic News Service 

Travel to the World Meeting of 
Families & see Pope Francis

Join the archdiocesan pilgrimage 
to Philadelphia from Sept. 22-28. 
Learn more at www.archokc.org.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Como la mayoría de los estadounidenses de 
edad sufi ciente para recordar el 19 de abril 
1995, recuerdo el momento en que me enteré 
de la devastadora explosión que destruyó el 
edifi cio federal Alfred P. Murrah en Oklaho-
ma City. Fue el peor acto de terrorismo jamás 
cometido en suelo estadounidense hasta ese 
momento, cobrando la vida de 168 hombres in-
ocentes, mujeres y niños, además de la vida de 
varios niños no nacidos muertos en el vientre 
de sus madres. En verdad, esos números ape-
nas comienzan a contar toda la historia de los 
afectados ese día terrible. El resto de la historia 
hablaría de los sobrevivientes que resultaron 
heridos y los que se fueron a pie, los primeros 
rescatistas, las familias, los miembros de los 
medios de comunicación, el clero y los conseje-
ros, y tantos otros que fueron tocados y cam-
biados para siempre ese día.

Yo estaba viviendo en Kansas en ese mo-
mento. Y, al igual que la gente de todo el 
mundo que siguieron la historia, me conmovió 
profundamente la forma en que esta comuni-
dad respondió a esa malévola e indescriptible 
violencia. Esos trágicos días hicieron fl orecer 
lo mejor de esta comunidad y su gente. Un 
notable espíritu de amabilidad, hospitalidad y 
el cuidado por los demás y por los extraños se 
exhibió ante el mundo. Ese espíritu de solidar-
idad ha llegado a ser conocido como el están-
dar de Oklahoma. Fue una luz que brilla en la 
oscuridad.

Ese terrible acontecimiento llevó a la comu-
nidad a sus rodillas, literal y fi gurativamente. 
Podríamos haber sido destruidos por ella. En 
cambio, a partir de las bases de una profunda 
fe religiosa, un espíritu indomable, y un fuerte 
liderazgo, esta comunidad ha surgido de las 
cenizas para experimentar un renacimiento 
notable y convertirse en el tipo de ciudad que 
habría sido difícil de imaginar hace 20 años.

Este 20 aniversario del bombardeo nos invita 
a recordar con reverencia a los que perdieron 
sus vidas ese día, y renovar nuestro apoyo a 
las familias y amigos que aún lloran lo que han 
perdido.

Se nos invita a renovar nuestro aprecio por 
aquellos que siempre están dispuestos a per-
manecer en la brecha con los que experimen-
tan difi cultades y el sufrimiento en situaciones 
de emergencia y crisis de cualquier tipo. Tene-
mos un hermoso monumento de clase mundial 
y un museo para ayudar a mantener viva la 
memoria y compartir con otros las lecciones 
aprendidas de esos días oscuros hace 20 años.

La sanación continúa. Estoy muy orgulloso 

de ser parte de esta comunidad hoy en día, así 
como  la admiraba hace 20 años de lejos.

¿Qué traerán los próximos cinco, 10 o 20 
años? Mi esperanza y oración para que nuestra 
comunidad está enraizada, al menos en parte, 
en una experiencia que me ha dejado inquieto 
durante los últimos 18 años. Como párroco en 
Wichita, traje a nuestro grupo de jóvenes aquí 
a Frontier City para una excursión de verano 
en junio de 1997. Fue el mismo día en que el 
jurado emitió su veredicto en la fase de senten-
cia del juicio del terrorista convicto, Timothy 
McVeigh.

A medida que el equipo de sonido del parque 
de diversiones interrumpió su banda sonora 
para emitir la decisión en vivo, un reverente 
silencio cayó sobre el parque lleno de gente. 
Fue un silencio lleno de un sentido tangible de 
dolor y pérdida por lo que esta ciudad había 
sufrido. Participé en ese momento de antici-
pación.

No sé lo que esperaba, pero no estaba prepa-
rado para lo que siguió el anuncio de que 

McVeigh había 
sido condenado a 
muerte.

Desde un re- 
verente silencio 
en el que se podía 
oír un alfi ler caer 
estalló ahí una 
estruendosa ola 
de entusiastas 
aplausos. Tal vez fue un momento catártico, 
y nada más. Pero era muy preocupante. Cier-
tamente este hombre merecía una sentencia 
justa por su terrible crimen. Pero, con demasi-
ada frecuencia, lo que se desata en este tipo de 
situaciones no es el grito de justicia, sino más 
bien un llamado a la venganza. Es una línea 
muy fi na y peligrosa. Justicia ennoblece. La 
demanda de venganza nos disminuye a todos. 
La violencia engendra más violencia.

Esa experiencia ayudó a dar forma a mis 
propias convicciones sobre la difícil cuestión 
de la pena de muerte. Me opongo fi rmemente a 
ella. Rezo para que nuestra comunidad, nues-
tro estado y nuestra nación lleguen a reconocer 
que hoy en día el uso de la pena de muerte ya 
no es necesario ni justifi cable.

Hay una mejor manera. Mientras que la pena 
de muerte pueda ser legítima en principio, es 
difícil de encontrar hoy en día circunstancias 
en que es legítimo aplicar ese principio. Cuan-
do hay medios no letales para proteger a la 
sociedad e imponer un debido castigo a delitos 
graves debemos perseguir estos medios.

Acabamos de venir a través de lo sagrado Tri-
duo Pascual. En la Cruz tenemos la respues-
ta de Dios al pecado y la injusticia. La Cruz 
logra el equilibrio perfecto entre la justicia y la 
misericordia. Dios sufre con nosotros. Toma 
el dolor de nuestros pecados sobre sí mismo 
al enviar a su Hijo a morir por nosotros. En 
su muerte y resurrección compartimos en su 
victoria. Por lo tanto, el ciclo del pecado y de la 
muerte se rompe y somos redimidos. 

¡Basta ya de violencia! Dejemos que la jus-
ticia sea sazonada con la misericordia. Como 
dijo Francisco en su primer discurso del Ánge-
lus después de su elección, “Un poco de miseri-
cordia hace que el mundo sea menos frío y más 
justo. Tenemos necesidad de entender bien 
esta misericordia de Dios, este Padre misericor-
dioso, que tiene tanta paciencia.”

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Dejemos que la justicia sea sazonada con la misericordia

La estatua de “Jesús lloró” cerca del monumento del 
bombardeo en Oklahoma City. Foto del archivo de la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

NUEVA YORK – Las siguientes 
son cápsulas de fi lmes reseñados 
recientemente por Catholic News 
Service. 

“The Longest Ride” (Fox) 
Telenovela sentimental en-

trelazando la historia de una 
estudiante universitaria contem-
poránea ((Britt Robertson) y su 
novio jinete profesional de toros 
(Scott Eastwood) con la historia 
romántica, vista en destellos al 
pasado, de una refugiada judía 
(Oona Chaplin) proveniente de la 
Viena ocupada por los nazis y el 
muchacho local (Jack Huston) de 
quien se enamora en el Greens-
boro, Carolina del Norte, de la 
década de 1940. La adaptación del 
director George Tillman Jr. de la 

novela del autor católico Nicholas 
Sparks se siente totalmente acar-
tonada, no menos porque la parte 
de la época de la Segunda Guerra 
Mundial de la saga es narrada por 
la versión anciana del protagoni-
sta (Alan Alda) a través de viejas 
cartas dirigidas a su verdadero 
amor que, distinto a la audiencia, 
se asume que no necesitaría detal-
ladas explicaciones escritas para 
entender los eventos que ella había 
experimentado recientemente. 
Aunque toques humorísticos man-
tienen las cosas en movimiento, 
sucesos hacia el fi nal de la trama 
podrían ser vistos como socavando 
o apoyando la fi delidad marital. 
Violencia de combate breve con 
sangrado leve, unas cuantas esce-
nas de actividad sexual semigrá-

fi ca premarital, desnudez parcial, 
obscenidad un par de veces, una 
pizca de lenguaje crudo.

“Home” (Fox) 
Liviana aventura animada en la 

cual un mimoso alienígena (voz de 
Jim Parsons) se une a su especie 
conformista en una invasión pací-
fi ca de la Tierra durante la cual ex-
ilian a Australia los habitantes hu-
manos del planeta, comandando el 
resto del orbe por sí mismos. Pero 
cuando el extraterrestre comete 
un error que pone en peligro a sus 
compañeros recién llegados (su 
líder vocalizado por Steve Martin), 
él se fuga y une fuerzas con una 
niña preadolescente (voz de Rihan-
na) que logró evadir la reubicación 
obligatoria. Según el visitante 

trabaja para impedir las conse-
cuencias potencialmente desastro-
sas de su mal paso y su cautelosa 
compañera intenta reunirse con su 
madre desplazada (voz de Jennifer 
López), la versión de pantalla del 
director Tim Johnson de la novela 
“The True Meaning of Smekday” de 
Adam Rex traza las altas y bajas 
de su amistad mientras eleva la 
individualidad, la sociabilidad y 
la valerosa toma de riesgos. La 
versión fracturada del inglés de 
los viajeros espaciales provoca 
pocas sonrisas, pero la película es 
de otro modo meramente pasable. 
Escenas ocasionales de peligro y 
un poco de leve humor de letrina. 
La clasifi cación de la Asociación 
Cinematográfi ca de América es PG 
— guía de padres sugerida.

Cápsulas de Catholic News Service
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La Santa Misa en los escritos de los Padres de la Iglesia
Después de las Sagradas Escrituras son nuestros mejores testigos

Un gran tesoro en la Iglesia 
son todos los testigos de los 
hechos centrales de nuestra 
fe, comenzando por Cristo 
mismo.

Los apóstoles y los demás 
discípulos anduvieron con 

Jesús, escucharon sus palabras y presenciaron 
sus milagros, sobre todo el grandísimo milagro 
de su Resurrección. Muchos fueron testigos de 
todo lo sucedido y, gracias a Dios, algunos de 
ellos pusieron estos hechos por escrito bajo la 
dirección del Espíritu Santo. 

Además de los testimonios de los apóstoles 
y otros discípulos tenemos también otros 
grandes testigos que merecen nuestra 
atención. Estos otros testigos probablemente 
no llegaron a presenciar los sucesos salvífi cos 
de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo, pero son testigos 
de las grandes obras y mensajes de las prime-
ras generaciones de cristianos.  

Estos testigos, grandes maestros para no-
sotros de la Iglesia son conocidos como los Pa-
dres de la Iglesia. Ellos nos ayudan a entender 
mejor la realidad histórica de la Iglesia y sus 
enseñanzas desde los orígenes del cristianismo.

Originalmente el título de Padre de la Iglesia 
se reservaba para ocho grandes santos, cua-
tro de oriente, griegos, y cuatro de occidente, 
latinos.

Los cuatro grandes padres griegos son:
• San Atanasio de Alejandría
• San Basilio el Grande
• San Gregorio Nacianceno
• San Juan Crisóstomo
Y los cuatro grandes padres latinos son:
• San Ambrosio de Milán
• San Agustín de Hipona
• San Jerónimo de Estridón
• San Gregorio Magno
Hoy día, la lista de los Padres de la Iglesia 

incluye a muchos otros maestros y santos que 
vivieron entre el Siglo III y hasta el Siglo VIII. 
Sus escritos se distinguen por sana y recta 
doctrina, y por reconocer a la Iglesia como 
obra de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo. Quisiera 
ahora citar a varios Padres de la Iglesia para 
que puedan leer sus testimonios que amplían y 
expanden para nosotros lo que encontramos en 
las Sagradas Escrituras sobre la celebración de 
la Eucaristía, nuestra Santa Misa.

San Ignacio de Antioquía (Siglo I): 
Fue el primero en referirse a la Presencia 

Real de Jesucristo en el Santísimo Sacramento 
como “Eucaristía”. 

“No hallo placer en la comida de corrupción 
ni en los deleites de la presente vida. El pan de 
Dios quiero, que es la carne de Jesucristo, de 
la semilla de David; su sangre quiero por bebi-
da, que es amor incorruptible.

Reuníos en una sola fe y en Jesucristo… 
Rompiendo un solo pan, que es medicina de 
inmortalidad, remedio para no morir, sino para 
vivir por siempre en Jesucristo”.

San Justino Mártir (Siglo I):
Uno de los primeros apologistas cristianos. 

Aquí le ofrezco unas selecciones de su carta al 
Emperador Antonino Pío.

“El día que se llama día del sol tiene lugar 
la reunión en un mismo sitio de todos los que 
habitan en la ciudad o en el campo. Se leen 
las memorias de los Apóstoles y los escritos 
de los Profetas. Cuando el lector ha termina-
do, el que preside toma la palabra para incitar 
y exhortar a la imitación de tan bellas cosas. 
Luego nos levantamos y oramos por nosotros… 
y por todos los demás dondequiera que estén, 
a fi n de que seamos hallados justos en nues-
tra vida y nuestras acciones, y seamos fi eles a 
los mandamientos para alcanzar la salvación 
eterna… Luego se lleva al que preside el pan 
y una copa con vino y agua mezclados. El que 
preside los toma y eleva alabanzas y gloria al 
Padre del universo, por el nombre del Hijo y del 
Espíritu Santo, y da gracias largamente porque 
hayamos sido juzgados dignos de estos dones… 
Cuando el que preside ha hecho la acción de 
gracias y el pueblo ha respondido “amén”, los 
que entre nosotros se llaman diáconos dis-
tribuyen a todos los que están presentes el pan 
y el vino “eucaristizados”.

A nadie le es lícito participar en la Eucaristía, 
si no cree que son verdad las cosas que en-
señamos y no se ha purifi cado en aquel baño 
que da la remisión de los pecados y la regen-
eración, y no vive como Cristo nos enseñó. 
Porque no tomamos estos alimentos como si 
fueran un pan común o una bebida ordinaria, 
sino que así como Cristo, nuestro salvador, se 
hizo carne y sangre a causa de nuestra sal-
vación, de la misma manera hemos aprendido 
que el alimento sobre el que fue recitada la 
acción de gracias, que contiene las palabras 
de Jesús y con que se alimenta y transforma 

nuestra sangre y nuestra carne, es precisa-
mente la carne y la sangre de aquel mismo 
Jesús que se encarnó”.

San Agustín de Hipona (Siglo IV): 
Llamado “Doctor de la Gracia”.
“Si vosotros mismos sois Cuerpo y miembros 

de Cristo, sois el sacramento que es puesto 
sobre la mesa del Señor; y recibís este sacra-
mento vuestro. Respondéis “Amén” a lo que 
recibís, con lo que, respondiendo, lo reafi rmáis. 
Oyes decir “el Cuerpo de Cristo”, y respondes 
“amén”. Por lo tanto, se tú verdadero miem-
bro de Cristo para que tu “amén” sea también 
verdadero”.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

El Cardenal Donald W. Wuerl de Washington celebra 
una Misa de gracias al Altar de la Cátedra en la 
Basílica de San Pedro. La cátedra de bronce que 
contiene la cátedra original de San Pedro está fl an-
queada por estatuas de cuatro Doctores de la Iglesia, 
San Juan Crisóstomo y San Atanasio del oriente, y 
San Agustín y San Ambrosio de occidente. Foto de 
CNS/Paul Haring.

‘Sacerdote por un día’ es un deseo que se le realizó a un muchacho

ST. LOUIS – Las peticiones para 
que se le conceda a uno un deseo 
con frecuencia se relaciona con las 
ganas de conocer personalmente 
a un atleta, asistir a un evento 
deportivo o viajar a un parque de 
diversiones o la playa. 

Cuando un muchacho de 11 
años de edad, Brett Haubrich de la 
Escuela San Marcos en Affton tuvo 
la ocasión de pensar en un deseo, 
no había hecho ninguna petición 
en especial. 

“No quería nada”, explicó su 
mamá, Eileen. “Tuvieron que 
insistir preguntándole: ‘ ¿Qué te 
gustaría hacer? ¿Quieres conocer 
a alguien? ¿Qué quieres ser cuan-
do seas grande?’” 

La respuesta a la última pregun-
ta se hizo parte del deseo. Se trata 
de que quiere ser sacerdote, doctor 

o ingeniero; en ese orden. 
Así pues, el Jueves Santo, a in-

vitación del arzobispo de St. Louis, 
Robert J. Carlson, Brett ocupó su 
lugar junto al altar en la catedral 
basílica de San Luis como “sacer-
dote por un día”. 

Brett es estudiante del sexto año 
de primaria y se le ha diagnostica-
do un tumor en el cerebro desde 
el verano pasado. Tuvo la opor-
tunidad de ayudar en dos Misas, 
la del Crisma y la Misa vespertina 
de la Cena del Señor, además de 
sostener el misal para que el arzo-
bispo Carlson leyera las oraciones 
después de las homilías. En la 
Misa vespertina, se unió a un gru-
po de 11 seminaristas cuyos pies 
fueron lavados por el arzobispo 
Carlson, y sus papás presentaron 
las ofrendas en el ofertorio. 

También se reunió con el arzo-
bispo Carlson en dos alimentos: 

una comida con los sacerdotes 
de la arquidiócesis y diáconos, 
después de la Misa del Crisma y 
una cena con seminaristas en la 
residencia del arzobispo, antes de 
la Misa vespertina. 

Y lo mejor de todo, pudo usar 
un alzacuello que le prestó un 
seminarista del seminario Ken-
rick-Glennon en Shrewsbury. 

Cuando le preguntaron cuál 
había sido la mejor parte del día, 
Brett no tuvo problema para dar 
su respuesta. 

“Todo”, dijo, mientras esperaba a 
su papá, Conrad, cerca del santu-
ario de la catedral basílica con su 
mamá y su hermana mayor Olivia, 
después de la Misa del Crisma. 
“Fue formidable que me permitier-
an hacer todo esto”. 

“Una experiencia verdadera-
mente genial”, le dijo al St. Louis 
Review, que es el periódico de la 

arquidiócesis. 
La petición de Brett de ser “sac-

erdote por un día” no le cayó de 
sorpresa a su familia. 

“Durante años, a Brett le ha gus-
tado ir a Misa y ser religioso”, dijo 
su mamá. “Tiene tan buen cora-
zón. Se preocupa de todos”. 

Cuando el padre Nick Smith, 
maestro de ceremonias en la cate-
dral, sugirió que Brett sirviera de 
asistente en las Misas del Jueves 
Santo, el arzobispo Carlson dio 
también sus ideas para redondear 
el día; y así Brett asistió a la cena 
con los seminaristas y participó en 
el lavatorio de pies. 

“Le di la lista y cuando Brett 
leyó la primera Iínea: ‘Te declaro 
sacerdote por un día’, sus ojos 
se agrandaron hasta alcanzar el 
tamaño de medio dólar”, dijo el 
padre Smith.

Fotos en la página 6.

Por Dave Luecking
Catholic News Service 
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The Catholic Foundation

cornerstone

Retirement Account Gifts

A growing number of Catholic faithful 
choose to name the Catholic Foundation 
as a full or partial benefi ciary of an IRA, 
401(k) or other qualifi ed retirement plan. 
Supporting the church with a legacy gift 
through your retirement fund is easy to 
arrange and a smart way to donate.

In addition, as a tax-exempt organiza-
tion, the foundation will receive your gift 
tax free. When left to individual benefi -
ciaries, a percentage of your retirement 
funds will be diminished by income taxes 
required to be paid by the benefi ciary. 

Simply request a benefi ciary change 
form from your plan administrator. On 
the benefi ciary designation line, write 
“Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.” 
or “Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
Inc. for the benefi t of …” (name your 
parish, parish school or other Catholic 
organization).

The Catholic Foundation continues to 
actively support the mission and work of 
the Catholic Church in Oklahoma. Your 
thoughtful gift is greatly appreciated and 
will impact the future growth and suc-
cess of our Catholic church for years to 
come.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans

Briefs
St. Gregory’s to host author

St. Gregory’s University will host 
an author night, featuring Dr. 
Tash Smith on Monday, April 20, 
at 7 p.m. in the James J. Kelly 
Library, located on the second 
fl oor in Benedictine Hall. Smith is 
a professor at SGU and assistant 
director for the history depart-
ment. He will discuss his recently 
published book, “Capture These 
Indians For The Lord,” which fo-
cuses on American Indians, Meth-
odists and Oklahoma’s western 
expansion from 1844-1939. For 
more information, contact Anita 
Semtner at (405) 878-5295.

Homeschool curriculum night
The St. Gianna Catholic Home-

school Apostolate invites homes-
chooling parents, and those who 
are thinking about homeschooling, 
to curriculum night from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on April 20, at 
St. Monica, 2001 N. Western Ave., 
Edmond. The event provides in-
formation on favorite homeschool 
resources, books and ideas. Tables 
will be set up for those who wish 
to display, sell or trade their used 
curriculum and books. Light re-
freshments provided. Parents only. 
Childcare available upon request. 

For information or to register, 
contact LeAnn Hufnagel at (405) 
613-2277.

St. Gregory’s panel to discuss 
artifi cial womb

St. Gregory’s University Pro-
Life team will host a free panel to 
discuss the ethics of the artifi cial 
womb developed in Japan. Dr. 
Richard Meloche will moderate the 
panel with Fr. Boniface Copelin, 
Dr. Vickie Jean, Dr. William Chap-
man, Alexia Walton and Fr. Nicho-
las. The panel will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on April 23 at the Shawnee 
Community Room. It is open to the 
public. 

St. Teresa of Jesus celebration
Celebrate St. Teresa of Jesus’ 

500th birthday and learn more 
about this wonderful saint and 
fi rst woman doctor of the Church 
with Fr. Stephen Sanchez, O.C.D., 
and Fr. John Magdalene Suenram, 
O.C.D. Three talks on St. Teresa: 
“Christology of St. Teresa of Je-
sus,” “Humility and Holiness” and 
“The life of prayer according to St. 
Teresa of Jesus,” will be Saturday, 
April 25, from 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
in the Guadalupe Center at Little 
Flower Catholic Church, 1125 S. 

Walker Ave., OKC. The event is 
free and open to the public. Lunch 
provided. Register by calling or 
texting Barbara at (405) 826-3860.

Retirement center open house
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

hosting its annual health fair and 
open house on Wednesday, April 
29, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
great event will take place in the 
Grand Theater and atrium areas, 
7501 W. Britton Road. Healthy 
snacks will be served and enter-
tainment provided by accordion 
player Dick Albreski, singers 
Moments to Remember, and piano 
player Gary Johnson. Represen-
tatives from health organizations 
will be available to discuss health 
issues and services. Drawings will 
be held for gifts. Tours available. 
For more information, call (405) 
721-0747. 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
Have you had an abortion or 

been affected by another’s abor-
tion? Sadness, anxiety, guilt and 
grief are common, not only for the 
woman, but also the man involved, 
or for other relatives and friends. 
Experience the healing love of Je-
sus Christ at a Rachel’s Vineyard 

weekend retreat May 22-24. The 
retreat offers a profound opportu-
nity to experience God’s love, for-
giveness and compassion. Partici-
pation is strictly confi dential. The 
retreat is sponsored by the arch-
diocesan Offi ce of Family Life. For 
more information, contact (405) 
623-3844. Cost is $75 for meals, a 
private room and all retreat mate-
rials. Payment plans and fi nancial 
assistance available.

Knights of Columbus state golf 
tournament

Council 5266 of Stillwater invites 
all Knights, family members and 
friends to the State Annual Golf 
Tournament to be held June 6 
at Cimarron Trails Golf Course 
in Perkins. Proceeds support the 
Oklahoma Special Olympics. The 
event will be held in a four-player 
scramble format, with a shotgun 
start at 1 p.m. Registration is $75 
per player, and includes green, 
cart, range balls, lunch and goodie 
bag. Deadline to register is May 
22. Contact Pedro Velasco at (405) 
614-4585.

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey and University celebrated 
the year of Consecrated Life on 
April 12 with vespers in the Ab-
bey Church.

During 
vespers, three 
oblates to Saint 
Gregory’s Ab-
bey took novice 
vows and four 
oblates took 
vows of full 
oblation. Anne O-Day, one of the 
oblates who took vows of full ob-
lation, said she was, “So excited 
to continue in her journey with 
Christ.”

Following vespers, Rt. Rev. 
Lawrence Stasyszen, Abbot of 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey, spoke 
about what it meant to discern 
a call to religious life to repre-
sentatives from the Carmelite 
Sisters of Saint Therese, mem-
bers of a youth group from Saint 
Monica in Edmond, and a num-
ber of Saint Gregory’s students. 
His presentation was fi lled with 
light-hearted stories about his 
own discernment process and 
how his discernment allowed him 
to be a witness to the faith. 

Abbot Lawrence discussed how 
each of the faithful is consecrated 
through the sacrament of Bap-
tism. It is through Baptism that 
we enter into our journey of de-
siring and yearning for a deeper 
relationship with Christ, he said. 
Abbot Lawrence said that the 

best way to discern a vocation is 
to hear God speak in your life.

“Abbot Lawrence made me 
realize that to really follow my 
true calling I need to listen to 
my heart, mind and gut,” said 
Chet Biesiada, a member of Saint 

Monica’s youth 
group.

“He was 
awesome. I un-
derstand now 
how discerning 
is a life-long 
process” said 

Austin Harkey, another youth 
from Saint Monica.

The youth group joined Chris-
tians from Oklahoma and Texas 
who had made the pilgrimage to 
SGU for the Matt Maher “Saints 
and Sinners Tour,” with spe-
cial guests I AM THEY and Jon 
Guerra. 

Annamarie Duty is a junior 
theology, philosophy, and history 
student at St. Gregory’s Universi-
ty.

Consecrated life celebration 
centers on journey with Christ

Students visit with the monks at din-
ner. Photo Annamarie Duty.

By Annamarie Duty
For the Sooner Catholic
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April

Archbishop Coakley will cele-
brate Mass at St. Joseph Old 
Cathedral at 4 p.m. to com-
memorate 20th anniversary of 
Oklahoma City bombing.

A public concert for the 20th 
anniversary of the Oklahoma 
City bombing will be at 5 p.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
1001 NW 25. The event is free 
and open to the public. Doors 
open at 4:15 p.m.

Bingo at St. James the Great-
er, 4201 S. McKinley Ave., 
OKC. Food and beverages 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo at 
6:30 p.m. All games are $10. 
Door prizes and recognition 
for players born in April. A 
large fl at screen TV and other 
prizes will be given away. For 
more information, contact Mi-
chael Zink at (405) 314-4120.

St. Gregory’s University 
Pro-Life team will host a free 
panel to discuss the ethics of 
the artifi cial womb developed 
in Japan. The panel will be 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Shawnee 
Community Room, and is 
open to the public.

Devotion to the Precious 
Blood of Jesus, an unfailing 
means of tapping the inex-
haustible mercy of God from 
the source of our salvation. 
No one who is devoted to the 
Wounds and Blood of Jesus 
can be lost. Thursdays 9 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m., St. James the 
Greater, 4201 S. McKinley 
Ave. (405) 420-2527.

The New Evangelization Sum-
mit will stream live to OKC. 
The summit will be April 24 
from 6 p.m. to 9:15 p.m., and 
April 25 from 9:15 a.m. to 
4:45 p.m. at the Catholic Pas-

toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway. Lunch is includ-
ed. The cost is $65. Register 
at www.newevangelization.ca. 

There will be a Spring Fling 
dance at St. Charles Borro-
meo. Gathering/visiting time 
is at 7 p.m. Dance music will 
begin at 8 p.m., and go until 
11 p.m. Finger foods are wel-
come for our sharing table. 
Call (405) 604-4603.

Celebrate St. Teresa of Jesus’ 
500th birthday. Three talks 
on St. Teresa from 8:45 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the Guadalupe 
Center at Little Flower Cath-
olic Church, 1125 S. Walker 
Ave., OKC. The event is free. 
Register by calling or texting 
Barbara at (405) 826-3860.

                                                                           The Oklahoma Master Cho-
rale and Orchestra presents

                                                                                              Benjamin Britten’s “St. Nich-

olas” with conductor Nettie 
Jean Williams at 7 p.m. at St. 
Mark the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, 3939 W Tecumseh 
Road, Norman OK 73072.

St. Ann Retirement Center 
annual health fair and open 
house from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m. at the Catho-
lic Pastoral Center, Rm. C-1. 
Visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

May 

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the CPC. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament at 
5:30 p.m. with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation available 
prior to Mass. Mass at 7 p.m. 

Mass and 125th anniversary 
celebration, St. Joseph Old 
Cathedral, OKC, 6 p.m.

Job Box
Director of religious education 

St. Charles Borromeo in OKC 
is seeking applicants for parish 
director of religious education for 
the 2015-2016 school year. Appli-
cants must be practicing Catholics 
in good standing in the Catholic 
Church, have completed a degree 
in religious studies, or equiva-
lent experience in parish religious 
education coordination and direc-
tion. Spanish is a plus, but not 

required. Send resumes to Fr. Tim 
Luschen, St. Charles Borromeo, 
5024 N. Grove Ave., OKC 73122.

Middle school science teacher
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is seek-

ing a middle school science teach-
er for the 2015-2016 school year. 
Interested applicants should hold 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certifi cation 
at the secondary level in science. 

Send a resume and copy of teach-
ing certifi cate to Laura Gallagher 
at lgallagher@stjohn-catholic.
org. Download teacher application 
packet at www.archokc.org/catho-
lic-school-offi ce/documents.

St. Eugene summer camp 
counselors 

Summer Camp counselors need-
ed for nine weeks, Monday-Friday. 
Counselors must be age 21 or old-

er, energetic and love working with 
children. Have fun and learn while 
working at a fast-paced camp. 
Contact summercamp@steugene-
school.org.

All Saints teachers 
All Saints in Norman has teach-

ing positions open in early child-
hood, elementary and junior high. 
Send your resume to Dana Wade 
at dwade@allsaintsnorman.org.
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The Holy Mass in the writings of Church fathers
After the Scriptures they are our best witnesses

Among our great treasures 
in the Church are the many 
witnesses to the central as-
pects of our faith, beginning 
with Christ himself.

The apostles and other 
disciples walked with Jesus, 

heard his words and witnessed his miracles, 
especially the great miracle of his resurrection. 
Many witnessed what happened and, thank 
God, some of them put these facts in writing 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

In addition to the testimony of the apostles 
and other disciples, we also have other great 
witnesses who deserve our attention. These 
other witnesses probably did not witness the 
salvifi c event of Jesus Christ, but are witness-
es of the great works and messages of the fi rst 
generations of Christians.

These witnesses, great teachers for us in 
the Church are known as the Fathers of the 
Church. They help us to better understand the 
historical reality of the Church and its teach-
ings from the origins of Christianity.

Originally the title of Father of the Church 
was reserved for eight great saints, four of 
Eastern, or Greek, and four in the West, or 
Latin.

The four major Greek Fathers are:
• Saint Athanasius of Alexandria
• Saint Basil the Great
• Saint Gregory Nazianzen
• Saint John Chrysostom
And the four major Latin Fathers are:
• Saint Ambrose of Milan
• Saint Augustine of Hippo
• Saint Jerome
• Saint Gregory the Great
Today, the list of the Fathers of the Church 

includes many other teachers and saints who 
lived between the third century and the eighth 
century. Their writings are distinguished by 
wholesome and right doctrine, and their rec-
ognition of the Church as the work of Jesus 
Christ. I would now like to quote several Fa-
thers of the Church so you can read a bit of 
their testimonies that extend and expand for 
us what we fi nd in Sacred Scripture concerning 
the celebration of the Eucharist, our Mass.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch (fi rst century):
He was the fi rst to refer to the real presence 

of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament as 
“Eucharist.”

“I fi nd no pleasure in the food of corruption 
or pleasures of this life. The bread of God is 
what I want, which is the fl esh of Jesus Christ, 
from the seed of David; I want to drink his 
blood, which is incorruptible love.

Gather together in one faith and one Jesus 
Christ. ... Breaking bread which is the medi-
cine of immortality, remedy so we may not to 
die but live forever in Jesus Christ.”

Saint Justin Martyr (fi rst century):
An early Christian apologist. Here I offer a 

few selections from his letter to the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius.

“The day we call day of the sun a meeting 
takes place in one location for all who live in 
the city or in the countryside. The memoirs of 
the apostles and the writings of the prophets 
are read. When the reader has ceased, the pre-
sider speaks to incite and urge everyone to imi-
tate these beautiful things. Then we get up and 
pray for ourselves ... and for all others wherev-
er they are, so that we may be found righteous 
by our life and actions, and faithful to the 
commandments to attain eternal salvation. ... 
Then, bread and a glass with wine mixed with 
water is taken to the presider. The presider 
takes them and offers praise and glory to the 
Father of the universe, through the name of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and gives extensive 
thanks because they have been judged worthy 
of these gifts. ... When the presider has given 
thanks and the people have responded ‘Amen,’ 
those who are called deacons distribute that 
bread and wine that has been ‘eucharisticized’ 
to all who are present.” 

“No one is permitted to participate in the 
Eucharist, unless they believe the things we 
teach and have been purifi ed in that bath that 
gives the remission of sins and regeneration, 
and lives as Christ taught us. Because we do 
not take these foods as if they were a common 
bread or ordinary drink, but just as Christ, our 
Savior, took on fl esh and blood and became 
the cause of our salvation, in the same way we 
have learned that the food on which was recit-
ed the thanksgiving, which contains the words 
of Jesus and that feed and transform our blood 

and fl esh, is precisely the fl esh and blood of 
that Jesus who became incarnate.”

Saint Augustine of Hippo (fourth century):
He was called “Doctor of Grace.” 
“If you are the body and members of Christ, 

then it is your sacrament that is placed on the 
table of the Lord; it is your sacrament that you 
receive. To that which you are you respond 
‘Amen’ (‘yes, it is true!’) and by responding to it 
you assent to it. For you hear the words, ‘the 
Body of Christ’ and respond ‘Amen.’ Be then a 
member of the Body of Christ that your Amen 
may be true.”

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl of Washington celebrates 
a Mass of thanksgiving at the Altar of the Chair in St. 
Peter’s Basilica. The bronze chair containing St. Peter’s 
original chair is flanked by statues of four Doctors of 
the Church, St. John Chrysostom and St. Athanasius 
from the East, and St. Augustine and St. Ambrose from 
the West. CNS photo/Paul Haring.

continued from page 1
roof of the Journal Record building 
was gone and the parking lot was 
full of crushed and burning vehi-
cles. The water resources building 
and a smaller brick structure were 
missing chunks of their façade 
and were dotted with puncture 
holes.

Looking back at the Murrah 
Building, it was diffi cult to trust 
your eyes. Colored wire, rebar and 
pipes jutted from exposed fl oors, 
and corners of desks, fi le cabinets 
and offi ce chairs rested eerily off 
the edges. 

Dozens of employees from near-
by buildings rushed to dig through 
piles of broken concrete and save 
anyone who was trapped or too 
injured to walk out.

One group led by an employee 
from the county assessor’s offi ce 
heroically pulled fi ve adults and 
two children to safety. They were 

dazed and haunted by a woman 
buried in the rubble whose hand 
jutted through the broken concrete 
just enough for her wedding ring 
to capture and radiate the only 
light in the darkness. The men 
were unable to save her, or the 
remaining children in the daycare 
whose devastating injuries you 
can’t unsee. 

By 10:15 a.m., rescue workers 
had gathered at the back of the 
building where they carried in-
jured adults and children from 
the daycare, and moved in and 
out of the standing portion of 
the structure. During the rescue 
operation, a nurse ran from the 
building, frantically waving her 
arms and yelling, “There’s anoth-
er bomb! There’s a second bomb! 
Run! Run!” Her call was second-
ed by ATF agents, police offi cers, 
fi refi ghters, the FBI and medical 
personnel as they ran from the 

building, reluctantly leaving pa-
tients behind. 

Strangely, as dozens of offi cers 
and agents rushed by, I stood 
frozen. My legs wouldn’t move. I 
knew there was no way we were 
going to outrun another bomb if 
the fi rst one had caused this much 
destruction. Images of my 1-year-
old daughter fl ashed before me in 
rapid succession. I was sure I was 
going to die.

Before I knew what was hap-
pening, two national guardsmen 
grabbed my arms and pulled me 
down NW 4. They dragged me until 
I got my feet underneath me and 
ran with them, jumping a concrete 
wall into a parking area for protec-
tion from the blast. That’s where 
we huddled until agents realized 
the threat wasn’t real and allowed 
everyone to return to the scene. 
We were relieved that more people 
wouldn’t lose their lives, but the 

emotional damage was done.  
It has been 20 years since that 

day, and despite the unimaginable 
horror so many Oklahomans expe-
rienced and the anxiety many still 
deal with today, we learned about 
our strength, our community and 
our faith. 

An act of evil reinforced fully 
what it means to value each and 
every life, every day, and to dedi-
cate ourselves to make better the 
lives of others.  

We must appreciate every day 
God has given us and thank him 
repeatedly for blessings of family, 
children, health, freedom, friend-
ship, faith, rainbows, divine love 
and a heart for service. 

God bless the children and the 
innocent, and may we Never For-
get.

Diane Clay is the editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

Finding hope 


