
Greg and Lisa Popcak will be in 
Shawnee on April 22 to lead the 
first-ever archdiocesan Catholic 
Family Festival. The Popcaks 
are popular hosts of the nation-
al More-2-Life Radio, broadcast 
weekdays at 9 a.m. on the Okla-
homa Catholic Broadcasting 
Network. 

“The Catholic Family Festival 
is a great opportunity for parents 
to meet that resolution to put 
family time first, and set aside a 
day to ‘Discover God Together,’” 
said Carole Brown, director of 

the Office of New Evangelization. 
The event is designed specif-

ically to give families quality 
time together, and share what 
they’ve learned about recognizing 
God’s place in their lives. Shawn 
and Jennevieve Scott, of Saint 
Thomas More in Norman, will be 
attending the festival with their 
four children. 

“It’s a big job raising kids, and 
an even bigger job raising Cath-
olic kids,” Jennevieve Scott said. 
“It’s exciting to see that Catholic 
culture is alive and well in Okla-
homa. I look forward to the talks 

GUTHRIE – Everyone gathered on the large 
porch to form a circle. After some introduction, 
everyone turned to the east where the morn-
ing sun bounces off of Guthrie Lake and peeps 
through the trees. The aroma of sage and cedar 
drifted upward along with prayers recited in 
both English and Cherokee. Different prayers 
were said as participants turned toward each 
of the “Four Directions:” east, south, west and 
north.

“We were thanking the creator for everything 
He has given us, and asking Him to be with 
everyone here,” said Deacon Roy Callison, a 
member of the Cherokee Nation and coordina-
tor of the American Indian Catholic Outreach 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Being Catholic and American Indian was one 
of the core discussions 
at the evangelization 
retreat on March 18 at 
Our Lady of the Lake 
Retreat House in Guth-
rie. The first speaker 
was Father Michael 
Carson, assistant di-
rector of Native Ameri-
can Affairs for the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Washing-
ton, D.C. Some of the 
topics he covered were 
multicultural ministry, 
spiritual chaos and 
evangelization. 

“Evangelization means 
bringing the good news 
of Jesus … and seeking to convert individuals 
and society by the divine power of the Gos-
pel,” said Carson, who is Choctaw. “It does not 
mean culture superiority. … It certainly doesn’t 
mean culture unification, like a melting pot, 

no. It means we may have 
many cultures.”

He said evangelization 
goes both ways because 
when someone goes out 
to evangelize they are not 
only transforming others’ 

lives, but they are converting and transforming 
their own lives; making themselves a better 
Catholic, a better Christian.

Carson said God likes spiritual chaos, so 
when things appear to be fine, there is prob-

ably something wrong. He likes to share this 
idea with teachers at his parish. 

“The boarding school period was the worst 
time for Native Americans in the Catholic 
Church ... and things were going well for the 
people running the schools. No complaints, no 
calls to bishops, but then that’s the greatest 
problem in our history for working with Native 
Americans,” Carson said. 

“So when things are going well, there should
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Popcaks coming to Oklahoma in April

Dr. Gregory and Lisa Popcak. Photo 
Diane Clay.

Deacon Roy Callison and his wife Susan finish leading the “Prayer in the Four Direc-
tions” at the March 18 evangelization retreat in Guthrie. Photos Dana Attocknie.

American Indian Catholic Outreach leads first 
evangelization retreat 

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

Early-bird deadline is April 8
By Ann Cook 
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Prayer in the Four Directions

Sister Kateri Mitchell, S.S.A.
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a Catholic musician, Eas-
ter Mission. John Angotti 
will be at Epiphany, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., OKC, for the 
annual Easter Mission April 
23-25. The theme is “Time to 
Get Up!” Concert and minis-
try of the word at 5 p.m. April 
23; Monday and Tuesday at 
7 p.m. Contact Bob Waldrop, 
(405) 200-8155.

a A Tenebrae Service will 
be held Friday, April 7, 7 
p.m. at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

April 2 – Confirmation, 9:30 a.m., Saint Eugene, OKC
April 2 – Scout Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
April 4 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
April 4 – Facilities Planning Committee meeting, 11 a.m., CPC
April 5 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., Saint Francis of Assisi, OKC
April 6 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 7 – Catholic Pastoral Center offices closed for Lenten staff retreat
April 9 – Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 10 – Day of Reflection for priests, The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 10 – Chrism Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 12 – Beatification Planning Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
April 13 – Holy Thursday liturgy, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 14 – Good Friday liturgy, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
April 15 – Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

The following is the homily given by Archbishop Coakley 
for Mass on the occasion of the inauguration of Michael Scap-
erlanda as the 16th president of Saint Gregory’s University 
on March 21, 2017.

Abbot Lawrence, Archbishop Beltran, members of 
the monastic and university communities, my brother 
priests, deacons, consecrated women and men, friends 
and distinguished guests of Saint Gregory’s Abbey and 
University, my brothers and sisters in Christ, today 
we rejoice with Benedictines around the world as we 
celebrate the liturgical feast of the Transitus of Saint 
Benedict. 

The mystery we commemorate on this occasion is 
the crossing over of Saint Benedict from this world to 
the next, his death and entrance into heavenly glory. 
Though today’s uniquely Benedictine observance may 
seem like an interruption of our Lenten rhythm, it is 
certainly a fitting anticipation of the celebration of the 
paschal mystery and the renewal of our baptismal 
promises that takes place during the Paschal Triduum 
a few weeks from now. 

Through Baptism, we die and rise with Christ. We 
are reborn by water and the Holy Spirit as adopted 
children of God. We are beloved sons and daughters. 
The new life received in Baptism, developed to matu-
rity through a lifetime of discipleship, comes to its full 
fruition in the glory of heaven. 

We are called to be holy. We are called to become 
saints. This is our dignity. This is our hope and our 
vocation. As we hear in today’s Gospel, “Amen, I say 
to you that you who have followed me, in the new age, 
when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory, 
will yourselves sit on 12 thrones.” Today’s feast of the 
Transitus of Saint Benedict summons us to lift up our 
hearts and set our sights on heaven.

Today, we are honoring Saint Benedict, enthroned in 
glory, and celebrating his legacy of holiness and mis-
sion here at Saint Gregory’s Abbey and University. This 
is holy ground. This is a place of unique importance for 
the Church in Oklahoma, because it was through the 
Benedictines who first established themselves at Sa-
cred Heart Mission and later relocated to this site, that 
the Catholic Church first gained a foothold in Indian 
Territory and spread throughout Oklahoma. Those in-
trepid missionary monks helped establish some of the 
first Catholic institutions of this territory. They served 
as evangelists, pastors, educators and witnesses to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Today, we are honoring that heritage and celebrating 
that legacy. Even as we express our gratitude to God 
for those who gave their lives in service here and have 
gone to their eternal reward, like Saint Benedict him-
self, we turn our attention to a new chapter in the life 
of this venerable institution, which is certainly one of 
the most precious gifts that the sons of Saint Benedict 
have bequeathed to the Church in Oklahoma. This 
afternoon we will witness the formal inauguration of 
Dr. Michael Scaperlanda as the 16th president of Saint 
Gregory’s University.

It often has been acknowledged that Saint Grego-
ry’s University is the only Catholic institution of high-
er learning in Oklahoma. We all get that. What has 
perhaps never been adequately acknowledged and 
embraced is the unique value and importance of what 

Saint Gregory’s offers 
within the educational 
landscape of Oklahoma. 

While the dominant 
thrust in higher educa-
tion everywhere has been 
toward ever-increasing 
specialization, technical 
expertise and profession-
al training, the tradition 
of liberal education, which is to say a broad balanced 
education in the liberal arts and the humanities, has 
been overlooked and undervalued. This often has had 
the unfortunate consequence of producing too many 
well-trained specialists who lack vision and heart, and 
even an adequate sense of their own humanity. 

The Catholic Church always has valued the liberal 
arts, and in establishing the world’s first universities 
made the liberal arts the foundational curriculum for 
all students. 

The goal of good education is more than technical 
expertise. Is it not a prior goal of education to form 
students to think and to act as well-rounded, mature, 
virtuous and engaged human beings? As persons of 
character? 

In his insightful book, “Strangers in a Strange Land,” 
Archbishop Charles Chaput cites an economist at a 
leading American university, who oversees the doctor-
al program in his field. When asked what he valued 
most in candidates for their doctoral program, he said, 
“an undergraduate degree in Classics.” What do Ho-
mer, Virgil and the classics have to do with economic 
theory? He reasons that since economics is a human 
science, it’s practitioners ought to first know how to be 
authentic human beings before learning their special-
ized skills.

An education and formation in the liberal arts, that is 
in literature, poetry, philosophy and theology, history, 
art, science and mathematics and any of the human-
ities is an immersion in beauty, goodness and truth. 
They are called liberal arts as opposed to servile arts. 
An education in the liberal arts at a Catholic university 
has no utilitarian purpose more important than en-
larging and ennobling the soul and awakening a sense 
of wonder at the world outside of oneself and of the 
Creator who orders and holds it all in being.

This is not to say that technical and professional 
training and education is unimportant. It certainly is! 
It has its place in a liberal arts education. It is merely 
a matter of acknowledging the priority of establishing a 
solid foundation before building the edifice. 

As we formally inaugurate this new chapter in the 
history of Saint Gregory’s University, we give thanks to 
God for those who have laid the foundation upon which 
we build today, especially the Benedictines of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey. We pray for Dr. Michael Scaperlanda 
as he undertakes his ecclesial mission of leading Saint 
Gregory’s University from the heart of the Church.

We pray as well for the students, faculty, adminis-
tration, staff, board and benefactors who participate 
in this critically important ministry that contributes 
so much to the flourishing of both Church and soci-
ety. May God who has begun this good work bring it to 
fulfillment.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Embrace unique value, importance 
of Saint Gregory’s University

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of 
peace, join to your own suffering 
the pain of all who have been 
hurt in body, mind and spirit by 
those who betrayed the trust 
placed in them.

Hear the cries of our broth-
ers and sisters who have been 
gravely harmed, and the cries 
of those who love them. Soothe 
their restless hearts with hope, 
steady their shaken spirits with 
faith. Grant them justice for 
their cause, enlightened by your 
truth.

Grant us the courage and 
wisdom, humility and grace, to 
act with justice. Breathe wisdom 
into our prayers and labors. 
Grant that all harmed by abuse 
may find peace in justice. 

We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord.  Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Each year, both religious and 
civic groups designate the month 
of April as “Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.” 

As in past years, the Office of 
Safe Environment of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City has worked 
with other civic groups to help 
promote the observance of this im-
portant month, which is designed 
to raise awareness about the prob-
lem of child abuse in our society. 

A major activity sponsored by 
the State of Oklahoma is the 
building of “Blue Ribbon Trees.” I 
encourage every facilitator of Safe 
Environment to designate at least 
one tree on 
your parish 
property 
and deco-
rate it with 
blue rib-
bons. Such 
trees will 
stand as a 
reminder of 
the obliga-
tion of all 
adults to 
keep chil-
dren safe. 

People 
often ask, 
“What is the 
significance 
of Blue Rib-
bon Trees?” 
The origin of the idea came about 
in the spring of 1989. At that time, 
Bonnie Finney of Virginia tied a 
blue ribbon to her car antenna as 
a tribute to her 3-year-old grand-
son, Michael Dickenson, who died 
at the hands of his abusive father. 
The blue color of the ribbon sym-
bolizes the color of bruises. These 
trees, then, should serve as a 
reminder to all of us to pray for the 
many children who are abused in 

our nation and in our state.
Specifically, April 11 is desig-

nated as “Child Abuse Prevention 
Day at the Capitol.” On that day, 
various agencies devoted to child 
care and prevention of abuse will 
showcase their services to legis-
lators. The morning events will 
include a photo opportunity with 
Gov. Fallin and a slideshow of 
the Blue Ribbon Trees displayed 
throughout the state. The event is 
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on the second 
floor of the rotunda. 

In addition, the Safe Environ-
ment Office has invited all clergy, 
parish/school facilitators, prin-

cipals, youth 
directors and 
directors of 
religious edu-
cation to hear 
outstanding 
speaker, Ryan 
Foley, speak on 
April 27 about 
the topic of 
“Teenagers and 
Pornography.” 

The acces-
sibility of por-
nography is a 
serious threat 
to our youth, 
and we must 
work together 
to eradicate it. 
Foley’s presen-

tation will be 9:30 a.m. to 
Noon on April 27 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Express-
way in Oklahoma City. To 
register, contact the Safe 
Environment Office at 
cpowers@archokc.org.

During the month of 
April, we are reminded of 
Jesus’ words in Matthey 
18:5, “Whoever receives 

one little child like this in my name 
receives me.” Did you know there 
are more than three million con-
firmed cases of child abuse in our 
nation annually? Did you know 
that of the 1,640 child deaths from 
child abuse most were under age 
3? Did you know our Church can 
make a difference? We can, and it 
surely starts by praying. 

April 30 has been designated as 
the annual national “Blue Sun-
day” day of prayer. On this day, all 
churches, regardless of denomina-
tion, have been asked to pray for 
the victims of child abuse and for 
those who rescue them. 

To unite all people of faith in 
changing the statistics above, the 
Safe Environment Office is encour-
aging parishes to do something as 
simple as include an intention in 
the prayers of the faithful for the 
victims of child abuse. 

Prayer does make a difference, 
so, as a Church, let’s join in the 
effort. 

For more information and re-
sources, go online to www.ar-
chokc.org/safeenvironment. 

In April, a major activity 
sponsored by the State of 
Oklahoma is the building of 
Blue Ribbon Trees to rec-
ognize Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month. Photos and tree 
registration are due at the 
state by Wednesday, April 5, 
to be included in the photo 
project.

All Blue Ribbon Tree mate-
rials are available for down-
load at 
http://
ok.gov.
health.

Even 
if a par-
ish or 
school 
does 
not take 
part 
in the 
Capitol photo project, the 
archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ment Office encourages every 
parish, school and religious 
education program to build a 
Blue Ribbon Tree. 

“It’s another opportunity to 
educate people on the prob-
lem of child abuse in our so-
ciety,” said Sister Catherine 
Powers, Safe Environment 
Coordinator for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

Send photos to cpowers@
archokc.org with the name 
of the parish or school for 
inclusion at the April 27 
in-service program. Send the 
photos to tips@archokc.org 
for publication consideration 
in the Sooner Catholic.
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April is “Child Abuse Prevention Month”

To report suspected abuse, 
call the DHS hotline at 

(800) 522-3511.
If the suspected abuse involves 

archdiocesan or parish personnel 
also call the pastoral hotline at 

(405) 720-9879.

Sr. Catherine 
Powers, CND 
Coordinator of 

Safe Environment
Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City 

Promise to protect; pledge to heal
Build a “Blue 
Ribbon Tree”

Child Abuse 
Prevention Month

Deacon Phillip Raymond Ken-
ny, who served at Saint Peter 
in Woodward, died March 19 at 
age 80. 

Deacon Kenny 
was born Nov. 6, 
1936, in Gibbon, 
OK, to Thomas 
Kenny and Loretta 
Kenny. He was 
baptized in Man-
chester, OK, in 
1936. In 1941, he 
moved to Medford 
with his mother, 
sister and four 
brothers, and met 
his step-father 
Robert Byron “Jack” Paden. 

He graduated from Medford 
High School in 1954 and joined 
the U.S. Navy in 1955. Kenny 
enrolled at Northwestern Okla-
homa State University in Alva 
in 1959 and graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in education. 
In 1960, Kenny married 

Karen Balk, and had three 
sons. Deacon Ken-
ny worked as an 
educator in Kan-
sas, Colorado and 
Woodward. 

In 2002, he was 
called to become 
a deacon and was 
ordained on Nov. 3, 
2006. 

Funeral Mass was 
held March 23 at 
Saint Peter with Fa-
ther Joseph Arledge 
presiding; burial at 

Elmwood Cemetery, Woodward, 
with U.S. Navy military grave-
side rites.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Saint Peter Sanctu-
ary Fund, 2020 Oklahoma Ave., 
Woodward 73801.

Miguel Angel Petzey Pablo rests outside of St. James 
in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala, following a recent 
Lenten Mass. The parish was the mission home to 
Servant of God Father Stanley Rother, who will be 
beatified in September in Oklahoma City. 
Photo Carlos Damian.

Deacon Phil Kenny
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Scaperlanda inaugurated president 
of St. Gregory’s University

Seminary Education Fund
In honor of Archbishop Eusebius Beltran 
A $300 gift, parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows, 

Chandler, and St. Louis, Stroud
A $200 gift, parishioners of St. Wenceslaus, Prague 
A $50 gift, Nancy and Dan Housh
A $300 gift, Vietnamese community at The Cathe-

dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

In memory of Fr. Stanley Rother
A $200 gift, The Stephen Ministry, Stillwater

In memory of Fr. Lowell Stieferman
A $500 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Paul B. Meyer
A $250 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Baumann
A $100 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Rick Jones and family

A $30 gift, Mr. Richard H. Luetkemeyer
A $50 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Wagoner 
A $20 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Frary
A $25 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Brent Bolay
A $20 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Mike McCormick
A $50 gift, Mr. Curtis Vap
A $25 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Jim Deneen
A $100 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Lusch
A $100 gift, Karen Hasenbeck
A $100 gift, Mr. and Mrs. Tim Graves
A $25 gift, Richard McPherson and Angela Powers

In memory of Fr. Lawrence Kowalski
A $222.28 gift, Estate of Lawrence Kowalski

SHAWNEE – Michael A. Scap-
erlanda was inaugurated March 
21 as the 16th president of Saint 
Gregory’s University. 

Well-wishers began the day by 
gathering at Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
for Mass with The Most Rev. Paul 
S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklaho-
ma City, serving as the celebrant, 
and The Most Rev. Eusebius J. 
Beltran, Archbishop Emeritus of 
Oklahoma City, and the Rt. Rev. 
Lawrence R. Stasyszen, O.S.B., 
Abbot of Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
and Chancellor of Saint Gregory’s 
University, serving as the concele-
brating prelates.

During his homily, Archbish-
op Coakley honored the legacy of 
Saint Gregory’s Abbey and Univer-
sity throughout Oklahoma’s histo-
ry, and celebrated the new chapter 
for the university under President 
Scaperlanda’s leadership.

“This is holy ground. This is a 
place of unique importance for 
the Church in Oklahoma, because 
it was through the Benedictines, 
who first established themselves 
at Sacred Heart Mission and later 
relocated to this site, that the 
Catholic Church first gained a 

foothold in Indian Territory and 
spread throughout Oklahoma,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. “Those 
intrepid missionary monks helped 
establish some of the first Catholic 
institutions of this territory. They 
served as evangelists, pastors, 
educators and witnesses to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Archbishop Coakley extended a 
prayer for President Scaperlanda, 
and the strengthening of the uni-

versity’s foundation. 
“We pray for Dr. Michael 

Scaperlanda as he under-
takes his ecclesial mission 
of leading Saint Gregory’s 
University from the heart 
of the Church. We pray 
as well for the students, 
faculty, administration, 
staff and benefactors who 
participate in the critically 
important ministry that 
contributes so much to the 
flourishing of both Church 
and society. May God who 
has begun this good work 
bring it to fulfillment.” 

In the afternoon, the in-
auguration ceremony was 
held in the Don and Jen-
etta Sumner Field House 
where distinguished 
guests, alumni, students, 
faculty and staff gathered 
to celebrate the formal 
installation of President 
Scaperlanda. 

Robert J. Sullivan, 
member of the SGU board 
of directors; John “Rocky” 
Barrett, chairman of the 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation; Me-
lissa McLawhorn Houston, Okla-
homa labor commissioner; Jane 
Gray, SGU alumna from the class 
of 1974; Tash Smith, chairman 
for the SGU humanities depart-
ment and faculty delegate to the 
board of directors; Emilia “Lilly” 
Bermudez, SGU dean of students; 
and Ruby Arani, SGU senior from 
Midwest City and student govern-
ment president, offered welcoming 
words, inspiration and wisdom to 
President Scaperlanda.

“This school year has been a 
year filled with exciting transfor-
mation and growth for us as a 
student body. We see how great 
Saint Gregory’s University can be, 
and every day we are seeing that 
potential being reached by the 
efforts and determination of Pres-
ident Scaperlanda,” Arani said. 
“Today is a day of celebration for 
our community, and we are excited 
for the future of our beloved school 
with President Scaperlanda as our 
leader.”

President Scaperlanda pledged 
his fidelity to the mission and 
values of the university and to the 
Catholic Church’s teachings as 
he was presented the presidential 
medal of the university by Rev. 
Donald Wolf, chairman of SGU’s 
board of directors, and Abbot Law-
rence.

In his keynote address, Pres-
ident Scaperlanda spoke about 
the importance of a liberal arts 
education and the formation of the 
whole person. 

St. Gregory’s University President Michael Scaperlanda.

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., and Father 
Don Wolf present President Michael Scaperlanda 
the Presidential Medal at St. Gregory’s Universi-
ty. Photos Theresa Bragg. continued on page 16

Nuns are just real human beings with ordinary 
happy days.

My little sister, who grew up right next to 
me – always singing, sketching and stealing my 
clothes – is cutting off her wild, curly hair, don-
ning a habit and becoming a cloistered, contem-
plative nun.

I’ve been grappling with this fact for months, 
and I finally sat her down and asked her the 
questions that were burning in my mind.

When did you start thinking you might have 
a vocation?

I remember when I was 12 or so going to daily 
Mass, and thinking about how I would think 
about God in the morning and then forget him 
for the rest of the day. I kind of wished I could 
just stay in church and not forget God, and I 
think that was the beginning of the desire. Of 
course, that desire wasn’t really well articulated 
in my heart, but it grew over the years.

You’re only 21! How do you know you’re 
ready for this kind of life decision? 

Well, I don’t know that I’m ready. But, the 
convent is a place of formation; Saint Benedict 
calls it a school of love. You don’t go to a school 
because you know everything already; 
you go to a school to learn. I feel like 
I’m ready to learn. I’m ready to be 
formed. I don’t feel like I’m already 
formed. So, in a sense, I’m not ready 
for the convent because I’m not a nun 
yet, I’m not the way that I hope to be 
after I’ve been a nun my whole life.

It’s easy to see why active orders 
are so needed – they teach, they 
take care of the dying, they do so 
much good work. But, why does the 
world need contemplative nuns? 

Because God listens to our prayers. 
He wants us to pray. So, God made us with the 
ability to pray for each other and to help each 
other out. We’re all connected in the human 
family through the Body of Christ, and because 
of this connection of love, we can offer each other 
to God and be a channel of God’s grace to each 
other.

There are so many needs in the world that 
can’t be met, except by prayer, which is why the 
world needs contemplatives.

What do you hope to offer the world through 
this vocation?

Well, I don’t know what I can do for the world. 
That’s really up to God. I can’t really do much 
unless God lifts up my prayer and makes it use-
ful to someone somewhere. Jesus promised that 
if we abide in him we will bear much fruit, so my 
plan is just to abide in him and maybe in heaven 
I’ll see what fruit God has brought from my life.

Is there anything about this choice that 
scares you a little? 

Yeah, of course. When people hear I’m going to 
be a nun in a penitential order they tend 
to assume that I must totally love getting 
up in the middle of the night, eating plain 

bread, going around with bare feet in the winter, 
etc. And, I don’t love these things.

But, I’m hoping after a lifetime in the school 
of love that this will grow and develop in me. So, 
I am a little scared of the hardship of the life, 
which I’m not used to, on a human level.

Aren’t you afraid of getting bored?
Boredom is definitely a cross you have to 

struggle with, but in the same way that a mother 
struggles with stress. Contemplative nuns don’t 
have any stress. They do have a lot of boredom.

But, that being said, there’s a very nice rhythm 
to their life with prayer and work, and there’s a 
lovely hour of recreation in the evenings where 
they all get together and talk and sing. And, 
there are such incredible friendships. So, they 
have a lot of joy with their simple and austere 
lifestyle.

Did you ever second-guess your vocation? 
What helped you work through those doubts?

I definitely got cold feet at different points. I 
guess what helped me was actually going to a 
convent and meeting some nuns, and finding out 
that they are real human beings with ordinary 
happy days. That helped dispel all the idealistic 
images that I’d formed in my head.

Once you start thinking nuns don’t live like 
ordinary human beings, you start thinking, “Oh, 

I could never live like that, because I’m an ordi-
nary human being.”

Nuns don’t always like [praying]! They have 
distractions like anybody. They are not in the 
heights of contemplation all the time. But, you go 
to the convent to give yourself to God in your own 
human nature; to just live with him day by day.

How do you feel about leaving your family 
and friends?

Oh my gosh, that’s very hard. I really love my 
home. I love my family. And, this is hard because 
it’s so absolute, going behind the cloister grille.

It’s definitely the biggest sacrifice I’ve ever 
made to God. What makes it a burden that is 
light (Mt 11:30) is that I’m moving from one fami-
ly to another. I’m not just striking out on my own 
into hardship and suffering.

I’m going into a wonderful family, with a moth-
er and sisters. And Jesus.

One last question. So … since you won’t 
be needing them, can I have all your pretty 
clothes when you leave?!
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An interview with my little sister

What is your home parish? 
Saint Monica in Edmond.

What seminary do you attend? 
Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of 
Theology, Indiana.

If it is God’s will, what year will you 
be ordained a priest? 
This one! (Huzzah!) – 2017

What advice would you give to some-
one discerning a call to the priest-
hood? 
Be not afraid. If priesthood is God’s 
will for you, he will give you peace and 
open the right doors (though, be aware, 
perhaps not always in the order or way 
you expect).

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest? 
Being with the people; being a minister 
of God’s grace and mercy. How great it 
will be to be able to say to another “Go 
in peace, your sins are forgiven.”

Name one thing that every Catholic 
needs to know. 
A life of Faith is an intimate encounter 
with Jesus Christ. He is no distant God, 
but one who draws near and wishes us 
to draw near to him.

Why choose a life of sacrificial love? 
Every authentic, every joyful life is a life 
of sacrificial love. To lay down our lives 
for others is to live like Christ in whose 
image we are made and in whom is our 
true happiness.

Deacon Kelly Edwards

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Deacon Kelly Edwards and his parents, 
Blaine Trimmell and Michelle Schaefer.

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
www.archokc.org/vocations/home

21 years old, and entering a cloistered convent? 

By Anna O’Neil  
Aleteia

Seminarians Zak Boazman (left) and Alex Kroll 
received the Ministry of Acolyte from Archbishop 
Aquila on March 22 in Denver. Photos provided. 



The question of “who owns the 
Church” has had a stormy history 
in Catholic America, although the 
terms of reference have changed 
considerably over time. In the 19th 
century, “lay trusteeism” – lay 
boards that owned parish property 
and sometimes claimed authority 
over the appointment and dismiss-
al of pastors – was a major head-
ache for the U.S. bishops. 

Today, the question is more 
likely to arise from the wetlands of 
psychobabble; thus one Midwest-
ern diocesan chancellor recently 
spoke about a dioc-
esan “needs assess-
ment” that “can give 
ownership to the 
people,” presumably 
of their lives as Cath-
olics.

A similar imagery 
of ownership was 
used during the 
Long Lent of 2002, 
in response to the crisis of clerical 
sexual abuse and episcopal mis-
governance. In March of that year, 
a religious sister in Boston, the 
epicenter of the crisis, said, “This 
is our Church, all of us, and we 
need to take it back.” 

Similar sentiments are heard to-
day from “pastoral planners” who 
take their cues from Protestant 
megachurches in which creating a 

feeling of “ownership” on the part 
of the congregation, often by blur-
ring the border between sacred 
and profane, is very much part 
of the marketing-and-retention 
strategy. 

Lent is always a good time to 
ponder this business of “owner-
ship,” and Lent 2017 seems an 
especially apt moment to reflect 
on it. For “ownership” is being 
contested in the Church in sharp 
ways: the college of bishops is 
divided on questions of sacramen-
tal discipline; prominent Catholic 

leaders claim 
something like 
an “ownership” of 
Scripture and tra-
dition, by which 
they decide what 
in revelation is 
binding and what 
can be jettisoned; 
the half-centu-
ry long struggle 

about who “owns” Vatican II con-
tinues to rage on. 

A serious reflection on the ques-
tions, “Who owns the Church?” 
and “What does this ‘ownership’ 
mean?” will begin with the Word of 
God: in this case, the Last Sup-
per discourse of Jesus in John’s 
gospel. There, the Lord makes 
the matter rather clear: “This is 
my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no man than this 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. No lon-
ger do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. You did not choose 
me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should 
abide…” (John 15.12-16).

The Church is not ours; the 
Church is Christ’s. We did not cre-
ate the Church; Christ did – “You 
did not choose me, but I chose 
you.” No earthly power creates 
the Church and no earthly power 
owns the Church. The Church was 
created by the Lord Jesus, and it 
is his, not ours. So the Church is 
not ours to “take back,” and it is 
not ours to “own,” because it never 
belonged to us. And, if we make 
the Church our own, we defy the 
Lord whose Church it is. 

That has been hard to grasp 
for a very long time, as we learn 
from another New Testament text 
that repays reading during Lent, 
Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 
There, Paul unwinds a 16-chap-
ter-long argument to drive home 
one essential point: no merely 

human institution – no matter 
how clever, pure or sensitive to its 
members’ “needs” – can remit a 
single, small sin. Only the ministry 
of the Church can do that. 

And, the ministry of the Church 
can do it because of the salvif-
ic history that is recalled when, 
in confession, we bow before the 
words of absolution: “God, the Fa-
ther of mercies, through the death 
and resurrection of his Son, has 
reconciled the world to Himself 
and sent the Holy Spirit among us 
for the forgiveness of sins.”

It is Christ’s Church, and the 
Church celebrates the sacraments 
through Christ’s power and the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. During 
Lent, a season in which the great 
sacraments of Baptism, the Eu-
charist and Penance come into 
high relief, it is good to think on 
that, pray over it, give thanks for 
it – and perhaps resolve, in the 
future, to avoid imagery and lan-
guage that suggests that “this is 
our Church.” 
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Simplify life with beauty, prayer
A Millenial Journey in Faith

Anamaría 
Scaperlanda  

Biddick 
For the Sooner 

Catholic

The Catholic Difference

On “owning” the Church
George Weigel

Ethics and Public 
Policy Center 

“No earthly power creates 
the Church and no earthly 
power owns the Church. 
The Church was created 
by the Lord Jesus, and it 
is his, not ours.”

“Faith is not just something we do on Sun-
days,” is an expression many of us have heard 
our entire lives. But, what does that mean? Is 
it just “being a good person,” or is it something 
more?

 Does the way we spend our time, raise our 
children and even arrange our houses reflect 
the truth, beauty and goodness of the triune 
God? If someone were to observe us Catholics 
in our average weekday or Saturday, would our 
lives witness the Gospel, revealing the mer-
cy and beauty of Christ our Lord? Would our 
entire way of life be seen as different to this 
observant outsider?

This is precisely what happens to protagonist 
Prudencia Prim in Natalia Sanmartin Fenolle-
ra’s debut novel and international bestseller, 
“The Awakening of Miss Prim.” Miss Prim 
enters the small village of San Iraneo without 
knowing anything about it, but immediately 
perceives its difference from the city of whence 
she came and, indeed, much of contemporary 
life. The lives of Miss Prim’s city acquaintances 
cycle between over-work and finding ways to 

be entertained; the inhabitants of San Iraneo 
do good work and make room for real leisure. 
Their “free time” activities, far from seeking 
passive entertainment, reflect the true, good 
and beautiful. They take walks, offer hospital-
ity, read engaging classic literature and gar-
den. The house of her prospected employer is 
imbued with beauty (and books). The children 
memorize poetry and draw icons. The inhab-
itants are constantly issuing invitations that 
always include homemade cake. 

San Iraneo is a place that produces much 
of what it consumes – from news and cakes to 
stationary and vegetables. Though it is a long 
way from complete self-sufficiency, making 
much of what they need enables the villagers 
to live slower-paced lives, dominated more by 
beauty, hospitality and prayer than by the 
constant pull on our attention of someone try-
ing to sell us something. They are able to live 
apart from the ever-increasing consumerism of 
modernity. 

What is most striking to Miss Prim upon 
her arrival in San Iraneo is the way they edu-

cate their children. The 
educational curriculum 
is distinct, immersing 
students in tradition. 
The pedagogy involves 
questions and the mem-
orization of literature. 
More than a unique 
curriculum and way of 
teaching, however, is 
that the teachers and 
parents both acknowl-
edge the parents as the 
primary educators of 

their own 
children 
as the 
catechism 
affirms. 
The rela-
tionship 
between 
parents 
and teachers is collaborative, with each under-
standing his own proper sphere. 

Miss Prim is attracted by this way of life that 
centers on beauty – and, she later learns, on 
the nearby monastery. Though not all inhabi-
tants are believers, the town is shaped by the 
relationship to the monastery, particularly 
through participation in Divine Worship. Many 
inhabitants begin their day at the monastery, 
for Mass or Morning Prayer chanted with the 
monks, and return at regular intervals for spir-
itual guidance. Here, their eyes are pointed to 
the Transcendent, which elevates the desire for 
truth, beauty and goodness in the entirety of 
their lives.

Reading the novel, I wonder what we can 
learn from their way of life. As a novel, it cer-
tainly is not a primer on how to live rich in 
the Gospel; for example, there is only cursory 
mention of our duties toward the poor. Yet, it 
does gives us a glimpse of what it might be like 
to live in the modern world, but separate from 
a consumerism that sees the world (and, often, 
the people in it) as something to be bought to 
entertain us. Perhaps I can make incremental 
changes for my life to better reflect the truth, 
beauty, goodness and freedom found in Christ.

Archbishop Charles 
J. Chaput’s latest 
work, “Strangers in 
a Strange Land,” is a 
philosophical exam-
ination of our current 
society, specifically, 

our American society and culture.
Chaput is a Franciscan and the first American 

Indian archbishop. He was appointed to the Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia in 2011, and “Strangers” 
is the third book he has written.

The book takes its title for Exodus 2:22 in 
which Moses, having fled Pharaoh’s Egypt for 
Midian, names his first born son Gershom, “for 
he said, ‘I am a stranger in a foreign land.’”

Chaput focuses on the landscape of this 
strange land, and the first seven chapters of the 
book are a careful examination and analysis of 
our contemporary American culture. The last 
five chapters explore the idea of his book’s sub-
title, “Living the Catholic Faith in a Post-Modern 
World.”

Again, this is a very philosophical work. Chaput 
references Scripture and papal encyclicals, as 
would be expected, but his pages are replete with 
references to a great many writers and philoso-
phers: Tocqueville, Thomas Merton, Augustine, 
Milton, Matthew Franck, Mary Eberstadt, Heracli-
tus, C.S. Lewis, George Orwell, and a letter writ-
ten to a second century Turk named Diognetus.

Chaput just as easily handles everything from 
Bobby McFerrin (“Don’t Worry, Be Happy”) and 
Tolkien (“The Lord of the Rings”) to “The Huffing-
ton Post” and “The New York Times.”

There are a full 20 pages of notes providing the 
sources for the archbishop’s writing.

This is important because the book is a very 
careful, thoughtful, sound analysis 
of the landscape of our lives; it is 
much more than what is so frequent-
ly offered: highly charged, angry 
speculation.

Chaput begins his book by saying 
that we live in a “country very differ-
ent from the past.”  Ours is a “cul-
ture of self-absorbed consumerism.” 
We see “nothing sacred or unique 
about what it means to be human” 
and we don’t believe in anything we 
“can’t measure with our tools.”

Worst of all is our “failure to pass 
on our faith in a compelling way” 
to our children and grandchildren. Our young 
people are not strangers in this culture, but have 
been fully inculcated with its ideas and are at 
home with all of it.

Chaput writes about the evolution of our cul-
ture, all the things that have changed and shaped 
it, beginning with the Enlightenment and coming 
full forward to Vietnam and the Sexual Revolu-
tion.

He explains that how who we are as people has 
been subtly and powerfully changed, so that we 

accept, as an example, “pornography as a matter 
of personal choice” and so now “most major U.S. 
hotel chains make ‘adult’ programming available 
to guests.”

Chaput explains that he offers this analysis 
because “if we understand the inner logic of our 
culture, we can change it.” 

“The victory in the past and the vic-
tory certain to come … those victories 
give us hope,” he writes.

He follows with a discussion of the 
virtue of hope that is just as detailed 
and just as philosophical as is presen-
tation of contemporary culture. Hope, 
he says, is so much more than cheer-
ful optimism; it is a gift of the Holy 
Spirit that enables us “to sustain both 
our faith and our love.”

Chaput includes a lengthy presen-
tation of the Beatitudes, detailing how 
they can be an answer to our question, 
“How can I be happy?”

The book’s concluding chapters infuse its 
readers with a sense of empowerment, offering 
specifics on how we can “live out our baptismal 
calling.” His final discussions treat such diverse 
elements as beauty and the devil.

As Catholics, we may indeed feel that we are 
“strangers in a strange land,” but Chaput tells us 
that “to fight a culture of lies … is to constantly 
live the truth instead of merely talking about it.”

“What we do here,” Archbishop Chaput tells us, 
“makes all the difference.”
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I’m not “intrinsically disordered!”

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Making Sense of Bioethics

I have met several priests over 
the years who ended up leaving 
the active ministry of the priest-
hood. Two of them have been 
on my mind and in my prayers 
recently, having left the priesthood 
and the Church over issues con-
nected to homosexuality. 

I ran into one of them some time 
ago by chance as we were board-
ing the same flight. Filling me in 
on the decisions he had made, he 
shared: “I was never happy with 
the Catholic Church’s view that 
homosexuality is inherently…” 
and then he paused, “…what’s 
the phrase they use?” I replied: 
“homosexual acts are intrinsically 
disordered.” “Ah, yes, intrinsical-
ly disordered,” he replied. “It’s a 
harsh institution that would call 
me intrinsically disordered, and I 
couldn’t remain in a Church that 
held those views.”

The second priest who left had 
similarly decried how the Church, 
on account of his homosexuality, 
saw him as intrinsically disordered 
— which he took to mean that he 
was an evil person.

I was saddened at the way 
both of these former priests mis-
construed the teachings of the 
Church, and disappointed that 
they couldn’t see how we are not 
defined by our inclinations and 
proclivities, even if some of them 
may be disordered and in need of 
purification. As fallen creatures, 
every person faces disordered 
desires within, and no one is per-
fect except, we Christians believe, 
Jesus himself.

Once, when I was speaking 
with a person who was para-

lyzed, he shared how members 
of the disability community had 
given him some good advice after 
his accident: “Don’t say you are 
a disabled person, because that 
lets the disability define you. Say, 
instead, that you are a person with 
a disability.” 

With a similar emphasis, people 
shouldn’t pigeonhole themselves 
by saying: “I’m a homosexual,” but 
instead say: “I’m a person with 
homosexual inclinations.” Our 
inclinations don’t define us, since 
we are free to decide whether we 
will act on them, or resist them. 
The process of resisting our disor-
dered desires can be very difficult, 
but contributes significantly to our 

own growth and spiritual matura-
tion.

When referencing men and wom-
en “who have deep-seated homo-
sexual tendencies,” the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church emphasizes 
that such individuals must be 
accepted “with respect, compas-
sion, and sensitivity. Every sign 
of unjust discrimination in their 
regard should be avoided. These 
persons are called to fulfill God’s 
will in their lives and, if they are 
Christians, to unite to the sacrifice 
of the Lord’s Cross the difficulties 
they may encounter from their 

condition.” These persons, thus, 
are children of God, unique and 
loved by the Lord and called to the 
pursuit of goodness, chastity and 
holiness.

The notion of an “intrinsically 
disordered” act (sometimes also 
called an intrinsically evil act) has 
been part of the Church’s moral 
teachings for millennia. Such acts, 
as Saint John Paul II noted in his 
1993 encyclical Veritatis Splendor, 
“are by their nature ‘incapable of 
being ordered’ to God, because 
they radically contradict the good 
of the person made in his image.” 
Even the best of intentions, he 
stressed, cannot transform an act 
that is intrinsically evil into an act 

that is good or justified.
Many kinds of acts fall 

under the heading of an 
“intrinsic evil,” representing 
seriously damaging choices 
for those who pursue them 
and for those around them. 
A few randomly chosen 
examples would include: 
prostitution, torture, slavery, 

trafficking in women and children, 
adultery, abortion, euthanasia, 
and homosexual acts. As noted in 
the Catechism, homosexual acts 
“are contrary to the natural law. 
They close the sexual act to the 
gift of life. They do not proceed 
from a genuine affective and sex-
ual complementarity.” Or as noted 
in another important teaching 
document called Persona Huma-
na, “homosexual relations are acts 
that lack an essential and indis-
pensable finality.”

Even though men and women 
may engage in intrinsically dis-

ordered acts at various points in 
their lives, that fact clearly does 
not make them “intrinsically dis-
ordered persons,” or “evil individu-
als.” We’re reminded of the old ad-
age that we are to love the sinner 
and hate the sin. The Catechism 
sums it up well: “Man, having 
been wounded in his nature by 
original sin, is subject to error and 
inclined to evil in exercising his 
freedom,” but the remedy is found 
in Christ and in “the moral life, 
increased and brought to maturity 
in grace.” 

Thus, intrinsically disordered 
acts, while always destructive to 
ourselves and to others, do not put 
us outside of the eventual reach 
of grace and mercy, nor beyond 
the healing effects of repentance. 
Rather, those acts and their 
harmful effects should beckon us 
toward the loving gaze of the Lord 
as he invites us to seek a higher 
path, one in which we renounce 
wrongdoing and resolutely em-
brace the freedom of the sons and 
daughters of God.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 

“As fallen creatures, every 
person faces disordered desires 
within, and no one is perfect 
except, we Christians believe, 
Jesus himself.”

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

Some things to think about: “Strangers in a Strange Land” 



Tony Mondejar is an energetic 
70-year-old parishioner at Saint 
Joseph in Ada, who emigrated 

from the Philippines in 1988. One of the 
traditions he wanted to bring with him 
from his homeland was the carrying of a 
cross during the Holy Triduum. 

“People in my hometown carried a large 
wooden cross to another town about 20 
miles away on Holy Thursday, and stayed 
over, and then returned on Good Friday,” 
Mondejar 
said. 

In 1991, 
he em-
barked on 
his first 
pilgrimage 
and walked 
22 miles by 
himself from 
Sacred 
Heart in 
Konawa 
to Saint 
Joseph in 
Ada.

The pa-
rishioners 
of Saint 
Joseph 
heard 
about his 
trek and, 
in 1992, joined him. For the next nine 
years, the pilgrimage grew in popularity. 
For the safety of the walkers, organizers 
decided to change the route. In 2001, the 
19-mile journey from Allen to Ada was 
chosen and continues today. 

The pilgrimage proceeds rain or shine 
and was missed only one year due to 
severe lighting. The largest group of pil-
grims was about 25, but the number of 
people varies as some people join along 
the way while others leave to come back 
to Ada early. Some are not able to walk 

the entire way, so they ride in support 
vehicles. 

The support vehicles meet the pilgrims 
every two miles for a rest stop and to 
make sure everyone is doing well. The 
vehicles also have food and water. 

A large wooden cross is provided by 
Mondejar and his wife Betty. Participants 

help carry the cross 
along the route. 

“Some people en-
joy saying the Rosary 
along the way, and 
people from Protestant 
faiths find the whole 
experience very mov-
ing. People in cars 
wave in support as 
they pass,” Mondejar 
said. 

The pilgrimage 
meets at 7 a.m. in the 
Ada Saint Joseph park-
ing lot where the pil-
grims join in a prayer 
circle to remember 
Christ’s death for their 
sins on Good Friday. The 
walk starts in Allen at 8 
a.m. and finishes in Ada 
at 3 p.m.

Deacon Dennis Fine 
marveled at that energy and the spirit 
Mondejar brings to the program.

“Tony deserves all the credit for this 
wonderful 25-year tradition. I have only 
been a part of it since 2001, but I know 
the effort Tony puts into it every year,” 
Fine said. 

There is no reservation required. To 
join the pilgrimage, contact Deacon Den-
nis Fine at (580) 279-4700. 

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1

Ada celebrates 25th 
“Allen to Ada” 

Good Friday pilgrimage
By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Teacher spring training

Theresa 
Smith (stand-

ing) and 
Jaryn Meyer 
(right) from 

Holy Trinity in 
Okarche. 

Teachers learn how to develop a 
methodology for teaching world 
cultures through music and the 
arts. They are using a West African 
drumming set purchased for Sacred 
Heart Catholic School - OKC by a 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
grant for the arts. Photos provided. 

Sunbeam Family Ser-
vices and the Oklahoma 
Institute for Child Ad-
vocacy (OICA) recently 
announced 10-year-old 
Audrey Patton as Okla-
homa’s next Kid Gover-
nor. 

Audrey, a fifth-grader 
at St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic School in 
Mustang, was one of 17 
children ages 7-11 who 
submitted videos for the 
“Vote 4 Kids” campaign. 

During Audrey’s term, 
she will address issues 
affecting the well-being 
of Oklahoma’s children 
such as foster care, 
childhood poverty, early 
childhood education and 
mental health. 

St. John Nepomuk student 
named new “Kid Governor”

Kid Governor Audrey Patton 
with Sunbeam CEO Jim Priest. 
Photo provided.

Adult sessions will feature, Dr.Greg & Lisa Popcak
Topics Include:
Discovering God Together: 
5 Habits of Effective, Faithful Families

Feeding their souls:
The Care and Feeding of your Kids’ Faith

Kid sessions will be Vacation Bible School style.

Teen sessions will feature well known speaker and 
worship leader, Cooper Ray.

Cost: After April 8, fees will increase by $5/person.
$25 per adult or $40 per married couple
$10 for grades K-12, FREE CHILDCARE for ages 1-5

To Register: Check with your parish office for a registration form, or visit 
www.archokc.org/new-evangelization/up-coming-events to download the 
form. Online registration is an additional $1/person. Registration deadline is 
April 14. Call 405-709-2721 for information.

Saturday, April 22  •  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
St. Gregory’s University

Popcaks coming to 
Oklahoma in April

For registration information, go online 
to www.archokc.org/new-evangelization/
up-coming-events. Register before April 
8 to save $5 per person.

 Abbot Lawrence, O.S.B.

American Indian Catholic Outreach leads 
first evangelization retreat 

be some red flags. We should be doing 
something differently. We should be enter-
ing into that spiritual chaos and realizing 
that Christ wants us to be uncomfortable; 
trying to work on doing something differ-
ent.”

He said the truth about the Catholic 
Church and American Indians also includes 
“really good parts.” Knowing the history and 

learning about tribal cultures is important 
in the evangelization of American Indians, 
he said. 

He also spoke about bigotry and racism 
in some school curriculums, the Washing-
ton, D.C. NFL team name, and stereotypical 
portrayals of American Indians in media. He 

said Catholics should make sure Christ’s 
message is what’s being proclaimed, and 
“Do not apologize for your evangelization.”

One young American Indian woman who 
is known for her devotion to God is Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha. Her story was shared 
by Sister Kateri Mitchell, S.S.A., executive 
director of the Tekakwitha conference.

“Way back in the 1600s, a young wom-
an who did not even know what the word 

evangelization meant, had within 
her heart the love of a God who 
she came to know,” said Sister 
Kateri, a Mohawk. “She had the 
wisdom of the spirit, of the Cre-
ator who made her, who brought 
her to life. She was very comfort-
able with who she was. ... She 
was strong.” 

Sister Kateri took a relic of 
Saint Kateri to the Mass cel-
ebrated that day in the Saint 
Katharine Drexel Chapel across 
the gravel parking lot from the 
retreat house. 

The approximately 30 attend-
ees ate a traditional American In-
dian meal after Mass and visited 
before the afternoon speakers be-
gan. Not everyone in attendance 

was American Indian nor did everyone live 
in Oklahoma. 

“We drove up from Houston because we 
don’t have anything like this with Native 
Americans that are practicing Catholics,” 
said Tammy Baldauff, who is Osage, Sac 
and Fox, and Shawnee. “I’m very pleased. 

I’ve never 
heard Sis-
ter Kateri 
speak be-
fore, and 
I am very 
inspired 
by her to 
start a 
Kateri cir-
cle in the 
Houston 
area.”

The afternoon 
speakers were 
Dominican Sister 
of Hope Mary 
Ann Cirillo, O.P., 
and Abbot Law-
rence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., from 
Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey. 

Sister Mary 
Ann spoke about 
her work with 
Las-Casas among 
the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho 
people in Can-
ton. She said years ago the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City made a video, “Spirit in the 
Wind,” about work with the tribes. Abbot 
Lawrence provided the history of when 
Benedictine Monks came to Oklahoma and 
began working with American Indian com-
munities. Their work continues today. 

“We recently met with President (Michael) 
Scaperlanda at Saint Gregory’s University 
and we mentioned how we’d love to have a 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Spiritual Center, 
and he said, ‘Come to Saint Gregory’s.’ He’s 
already given us a space,” Deacon Callison 
said. “Through the prayers of Saint Kateri, 
we can reach out to students, plus we’ll 
have a central location.” 

Each year, a Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Honor Dance is held at Saint Gregory’s Ab-
bey. This year’s dance will be July 8. 

Deacon Callison said AICO has “been a 
blessing, and the archbishop is so support-
ive. He is really doing everything he can 
to help us and we’re really appreciative of 
that.”

The Office of American Indian Catholic 
Outreach began in May 2014 in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City for the support, 
education and evangelization of Oklahoma’s 
American Indian Catholics. For more in-
formation, contact Deacon Roy Callison at 
(918) 822-3255 or rcallison@archokc.org. 

Dana Attocknie is managing editor of the 
Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

Father Michael Carson, assistant director for Native American 
Affairs for the USCCB. Photos Dana Attocknie.

by Greg and Lisa Popcak. 
They have so much practical 
wisdom on faith and family 
to offer married couples in all 
stages of family life.”

Cooper Ray, a national 
musician, and Matt Bond, 
founder of “Catholics Live,” a 
non-profit program for high 
school catechesis, will lead the 
high school and middle school 
sessions through music, sto-
ry, humor and participation. 
Children in 
kindergar-
ten through 
fifth grade 
will learn 
about the 
Holy Family 
through the 
Joyful Mys-
teries of the 
Rosary. They 
will be busy with crafts, music 
and plays depicting the events 
of the mysteries. Free child 
care and activities are available 

for children ages 1-5.
Families will come together 

on the campus of Saint Grego-
ry’s University for lunch and a 
variety of fun activities, in-
cluding an inflatable obstacle 
course for teenagers, a bounce 
house for the younger children, 
and a petting zoo. 

Campus tours also will 
be offered for those who are 
interested in learning more 

about Oklahoma’s only Catho-
lic university. The festival will 
culminate with the celebration 
of Holy Mass with Archbishop 
Coakley.



It’s a Saturday evening in New York City, only 
6:30 p.m. There’s great weather, you’ve just 
had dinner and you’re standing in line outside 

of the Eugene 
O’Neill Theatre, 
(when you go 
down Broadway 
just take a right 
on West 49.) The 
line is moving 
and you’re about 
to go in. 

You spent a 
couple of hundred dollars on your tickets, but 
you’ve been planning this for a while. You are 
about to see a musical. Your tickets are clearly 
marked, Section – Orchestra, Row – H, Seat - 
110. You are just slightly left of center stage 
and there are only seven rows in front of you. 
These are good seats!

Just as you’re about to enter the theatre you 
hear church bells begin to chime. The Carillon 
from the bell tower sounds great, but this is not 
a sacred hymn. The bells are chiming “There’s 
no business like show business.” Curtain time 
along Broadway is only a few minutes away.

You ask what church is playing that song 
and a friend in line responds with joy, “That’s 
Saint Malachy’s. The Actors Chapel is right 
inside.” He goes on to explain that The Actor’s 
Chapel is a favorite place for many aspiring ac-
tors. Many show up and light a candle asking 
for their intercession and guidance for their 
blossoming careers.

There are three principal saints in The Actor’s 

Chapel. Saint Cecilia for the singers and musi-
cians; Saint Vitus, the patron saint of dancers; 
and in the center you have Saint Genesius, 
patron saint of actors and comedians.

Having heard of Saint Cecilia and Saint Vitus 
before it makes perfect sense for them to be in 
this special chapel in the Theatre District. But 
who is Saint Genesius?

Genesius was an actor in Rome during the 
time of the Emperor Diocletian in the 3rd cen-
tury. As the story goes, Genesius wrote and 
was a main actor in a play that mocked Chris-

tians and their 
customs. 

On one 
evening, while 
performing in 
front of the 
Roman Emper-
or Diocletian 
and mocking 
the sacrament 
of baptism, he 
received a real 
and profound 
experience of 
God. He real-
ized that all 
that he was 
mocking was 
true. This was 

a miraculous conversion. 
Suddenly, he began to preach the Good News 

of Jesus Christ on stage. Even calling on the 
Emperor to convert to Christianity.

While 
on stage 
he fell ill. 
Other ac-
tors came 
to his 
side and 
he asked 
to be 
baptized. Enraged, Diocletian had him arrested 
and sent to be tortured. Despite his pains and 
agony, Genesius persevered in his faith.

Saint Genesius never recanted his faith nor 
denied Christ during or after his torture. He is 
a martyr.

The Emperor Diocletian ordered that he be 
beheaded. He has since been honored with be-
ing the patron saint of actors, playwrights and 
comedians.

I had never heard this story. I told my friend 
that it was a shame that the show would end 
so late. I would have enjoyed visiting Saint 
Malachy and gone to The Actor’s Chapel. He 
responded with a smile. “Good news. Every 
Saturday night at 11:00 p.m. there is a special 
vigil Mass for all of the actors, theatre patrons 
and workers.” 

The orchestra was beginning the overture, 
the theatre lights were flashing, the show was 
about to begin and I was already looking for-
ward to the end of the show to go to Mass and 
say hello to Saint Genesius.

The lights go down, the music swells and the 
curtain rises. Saint Genesius, pray for us.

Teachers – Sacred Heart OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is accepting 
teacher applications for the 2017-
2018 school year. Interested 
applicants should hold, or be 
completing, at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification. Send re-
sume, cover letter and copy of 

teaching certificate to Adriana 
Garza, principal, at principal@
sacredheartokc.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. 

Principal – St. Eugene OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene in Oklahoma City seeks a 
principal who will be a faith leader 
as well as an academic leader of a 
large Catholic parish school, serv-
ing approximately 300 students in 
grades PK-3 through 8. Position 
effective July 5. Candidate must 
be practicing Catholic who has 
knowledge and understanding of 
the faith. Applicants should have 
a minimum five years teaching 
experience, preferably in Catholic 
school, and a master’s degree in 
an education-related field. At least 
18 semester hours of graduate 
work should be in administra-
tion, supervision and curriculum 
development. Contact Diane Floyd, 
superintendent, (405)721-4202, 
dfloyd@archokc.org. 

Principal – Cristo Rey OKC
Cristo Rey Oklahoma City is 

a Catholic High School that ed-
ucates young people of limited 
economic means and all faiths to 
become men and women of faith, 
purpose and service. Candidates 
must have at least three years of 
experience supervising and eval-
uating faculty and staff; demon-
strated commitment to Catholic, 
faith-based education; and a mas-
ter’s degree. Fluency in Spanish 
preferred. Application information 
at www.cristoreyokc.org. 

LPN-Residential Care Director
St. Ann Retirement Center As-

sisted Living has an immediate 
opening for an LPN-residential care 
director to manage all resident care 
services Monday-Friday. Excellent 

benefits and work environment. 
7501 W. Britton Rd., OKC 73132. 
Fax resumes to (405) 721-0492.

Teachers – South OKC
St. James Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is accepting ap-
plications for teachers 2017/2018 
school year. Interested applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification in desired 
teaching area. Send resume, cover 
letter and copy of teaching certifi-
cate to Alicia Vazquez, principal, at 
avazquez@stjames-catholic.org or 
by mail to Alicia Vazquez, principal, 
St. James Catholic School, 1224 
S.W. 41, OKC 73109. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls.

Teachers - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon is accepting 
applications for teachers for the 
2017-2018 school year. Interested 
applicants should hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification in 
the desired teaching area. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Natalie 
Johnson, principal, at njohnson@
sjnok.org or by mail to Natalie 
Johnson, principal, St. John 
Nepomuk Catholic School, 600 
Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 73099.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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A Broadway saint

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

Jobs Box

He never got a Tony, but he is admired by many actors

From the Archives …

St. Katharine Drexel at St. Louis School, Osage Nation, 1942. 
St. Katharine funded numerous schools in Oklahoma dat-
ing back to the 1890s. Her apostolate was dedicated to the 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

education of American Indian and African American 
students. Saint Katharine was a force of nature whose 
tireless efforts to improve the lives of others brought 
about her canonization in 2000.

By Sam and Beth Meier
For Your Marriage

One week before our wedding, I walked into a 
convenience store telling myself it was the last 
time I would ever use porn. I had been using 
porn since junior high, but thought I wouldn’t 
“need” it after getting married. After all, my 
bride Beth was gorgeous, smart, athletic, cared 
about her faith, 
and was my best 
friend.

Sadly, the first 
several years of 
our marriage were 
filled with heart-
ache, loneliness 
and broken trust 
due to my use of pornography. We reached out 
for help to multiple counselors and priests, 
but there were not many people who knew how 
to help us in the early 2000s. By God’s grace, 
we found one of the best counseling centers 
in the United States for people struggling with 
pornography use. We received several years of 
marriage counseling, attended many support 
groups, and rebuilt trust and intimacy in our 
marriage. For the first time in my life, I found 
hope, healing and sobriety, and our marriage 
began to heal.

I am now a marriage counselor who special-
izes in treating pornography addiction. I have 
met with many good Catholics, both individ-

uals and couples, who are breaking free from 
porn. In this article, Beth and I will share 
practical ideas and resources that have helped 
us and other couples heal from porn use and 
have thriving marriages.

Many good people struggle
One of the biggest lies that Satan has led 

many Catholic couples to believe is that they 
are alone in their struggles with pornography. 

People may be surprised 
to learn that many good 
Catholics and Christians 
are struggling with this 
issue. 

A Barna Survey on 
U.S. porn use indicated 
that 37 percent of Chris-
tian men and 7 percent 

of Christian women used porn several times a 
week or more, and 64 percent of Christian men 
and 15 percent of Christian women used porn 
once a month or more. Indeed, as a couple, we 
have met many good men, women, teachers, 
clergy, youth ministers and others who have 
struggled with pornography.

Brain science of pornography
It is important for people to understand that 

porn impairs the brain, whether it is used 
sporadically or multiple times per week. As the 
bishops state in “Create in Me a Clean Heart,” 
“Viewing pornography directly affects the 
brain’s reward pathways and has been noted 
to have a similar effect on the brain as cocaine 

does on a person with a drug addic-
tion or as alcohol on a person with 
an alcohol addiction” (p. 15). Por-
nography is never harmless.

Porn decreases satisfaction and 
increases infidelity

A common myth about pornog-
raphy is that it enhances marital 
intimacy. This is not true. Instead, 
research indicates 
that exposure to por-
nography decreases 
sexual satisfaction in 
relationships for both 
men and women.

Numerous physi-
cians have reported 
that pornography 
increases rates of 
erectile dysfunction, 
even for young men 
in their 20s and 30s.

Research indicates 
that married men 
who use pornography are more likely 
to have affairs, are less attracted to 
their wives, and are less interested 
in sexual intimacy with their wives.

Research also indicates that wom-
en who use pornography are more 
negative about their bodies and 
have less intimacy in their marriage.

Finding out about the pornogra-
phy industry’s strong connection 
to human trafficking and violence 
against women was an important 
turning point for these couples in 
their healing journey because it 
showed them the far-reaching im-
pact of pornography.

Spousal support and betrayal
Being married to someone who 

struggles with pornography takes a 
toll spiritually, emotionally, phys-
ically and psychologically. It is 
important for spouses to know that 
they are not the reason their hus-
band or wife seeks out porn, con-
trary to what they may be told; it is 

impossible for spouses to compete with fantasy. 
Spouses can suffer from symptoms of post-trau-
matic stress disorder when they discover their 
spouse’s pornography addiction and can feel a 
tremendous sense of betrayal.

But, there is hope! While breaking free from 
pornography can be difficult and takes time, it 
is possible. The Lord wants to heal marriages 
that have been harmed by one spouse’s or both 
spouses’ pornography use.

Developing boundaries
Several common boundaries include avoiding 

unmonitored internet devices, image searches, 
lingerie ads, magazine racks, going to bed after 
your spouse, and lying or withholding informa-
tion from your spouse. 

Many couples have found it helpful to use 
accountability and filtering software on smart 
phones, tablets, computers, etc. Filtering 
software blocks the majority of internet pornog-
raphy, and accountability software can send 
weekly e-mail reports of internet activity to 
trusted people.

Positive Catholic resources 
Several years after beginning our journey 

toward healing our marriage, we found anoth-
er great help: Saint John Paul II’s teaching on 
the “Theology of the Body,” which presents in a 
compelling way God’s plan for sex and marriage. 

It’s hard to describe how life-changing 
these positive concepts from TOB were for us 
and how much more joy and closeness they 
brought to our marriage. 

Praying together
We have found it very helpful to say a short 

prayer together each day asking God to bless 
our marriage and family. We recently started 
saying a decade of the Rosary with our children 
at bedtime along with prayer intentions. 

We have also benefitted from frequent confes-
sion, going to Mass as a family, Eucharistic ad-
oration, listening to Catholic radio and Chris-

tian music, 
having spiritual 
directors, and 
being connected 
with Catholic 
men’s and wom-
en’s groups.

Freedom 
from pornogra-
phy addiction

There are 
multiple online 
tests for pornog-
raphy addiction 
including the 

Sexual Addiction Screening Test (SAST) and 
the Internet Sex Screening Test (ISST).

Three important strategies to break free from 
pornography addiction include attending 12-
step groups, seeking professional counseling 
and receiving marriage counseling. People who 
achieve long-term sobriety from porn addic-
tion often attend weekly 12-step meetings, call 
their sponsor and other group members daily, 
and diligently work through 12-step recovery 
resources. 

Conclusion
We hope these resources will give encour-

agement and hope to other couples like us 
who have experienced the damaging effects of 
pornography. Many good Catholic couples are 
struggling with porn, and we pray that they will 
reach out for help, and some day share their 
stories of hope and healing! 

For more resources, and to read the full text 
of “Create in Me a Clean Heart,” visit www.usc-
cb.org/cleanheart.

Sam Meier works for the My House Initiative 
in the Archdiocese of Kansas City. Beth Meier 
teaches 7th and 8th grade religion.
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Oklahoma City 
Golf &  

 Country Club 
 

May 22, 2017 
 

Shotgun Starts 
8:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. 

Two Sessions  
 

Morning Session:   
Registration &  breakfast begins at 7:00 a.m.  
Shot gun start at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Lunch follows play, then golfers return with 
a guest for the Wine & Cheese Reception  
at 4:30pm, Awards Dinner to follow. 
 

Afternoon Session:  
Registration & lunch begins at 11:30 a.m.  
Shot gun start at 1:00 p.m.   
 

Wine & Cheese Reception at 4:30 p.m. 
Awards Dinner follows afternoon play 
Silent Auction begins at 11:30 a.m. and 
concludes during dinner 
 

Sessions are limited to 120 players each  
and are awarded first come– first serve 
basis, so REGISTER EARLY 
 
Tournament Fees 
Flight Sponsor (1 team) $5,000   _______  
Dinner Sponsor (1 team) $3,700   _______  
Dbl Eagle Sponsor (1 team) $2,400  _______  
Team Sponsor (4 players) $1700  _______  
Team Entry (4 players) $1,400  _______  
Single Player  $350  _______  
Premium Hole Sponsor $500  _______  
Hole Sponsor  $300  _______  
Donation $   _______  
Team Mulligan Package $2,400  _______  
Mulligan Package (per player) $25  _______  
Prices go up to $30 on day of play 
 
Total:                       $________ 
 
Mail Registration to CFO, PO Box 32180, OKC, OK 73123 

Register online at www.cfook.org 

You are cordially invited to the 16th 
Annual Catholic Foundation Golf 
Classic. Over the past 15 years 
CFO’s Golf Classic has contributed 
over $500,000 to the Catholic 
Schools Endowment Funds.  The 
Endowment funds were established 
with a vision focused on lowering 
tuition at the 19 Catholic grade 
schools and 3 Catholic high schools 
in the Oklahoma Archdiocese.   

Team/Sponsor: ______________________  
Designated School:____________________  
 

Contact _______________ Ph.__________ 
 

 

Player 1___________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph._______ 
 

Email__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 
Player 2 __________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph._______ 
 

Email__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 

Schools Flight All-Parish  
AM Session PM Session  
 
Parish Name:____________________  
 
Player 3___________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph.______ 
 

Email__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 

Player 4 __________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
City_______ State __ Zip ____Ph.______ 
 

Email__________________________________ 

Handicap ________ 

Shirt: S  M  L   XL  2XL   3XL  WS  WM  WL  WXL 

For more information, call CFO at (405)721.4115 or visit website www.cfook.org  

Tournament will be broken up into 6 flights (3 in the morning and 3 
in the afternoon). We will split the sessions into 3 flights based on handicaps.  
 

First and second place teams in each flight will receive trophies and be asked to name a Catholic School of 
their choice to be the Flight grant recipients. First place grants are $750 each and second place grants are 
$375 each.   

Mark your calendars for a free hour-long 
webinar about pornography’s effects on 
marriage and how to find healing – May 9 
and 18. Presenters are Sam and Beth Meier.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Abrazar un valor único, la importancia de la 
Universidad de San Gregorio

Lo que sigue es la homilía dada por el Arzo-
bispo Coakley para la Misa con motivo de la 
inauguración de Michael Scaperlanda como el 
decimosexto presidente de la Universidad de San 
Gregorio el 21 de marzo de 2017.

Abad Lawrence, Arzobispo Beltrán, miembros 
de las comunidades monásticas y universitarias, 
hermanos sacerdotes, diáconos, consagradas, 
amigos y distinguidos invitados de la Abadía y 
Universidad de San Gregorio, mis hermanos y 
hermanas en Cristo, hoy nos regocijamos con los 
benedictinos del mundo mientras celebramos la 
fiesta litúrgica del Tránsito de San Benito.

El misterio que conmemoramos en esta ocasión 
es el cruce de San Benito de este mundo al sigui-
ente, su muerte y entrada en la gloria celestial. 
Aunque la observación exclusivamente bene-
dictina de hoy puede parecer una interrupción 
de nuestro ritmo cuaresmal, ciertamente es una 
anticipación adecuada de la celebración del mis-
terio pascual y la renovación de nuestras prome-
sas bautismales que se llevarán a cabo durante 
el Triduo Pascual dentro de unas semanas.

A través del Bautismo, morimos y resucitamos 
con Cristo. Somos renacidos por el agua y el 
Espíritu Santo como hijos adoptivos de Dios. So-
mos hijos e hijas amados. La nueva vida recibida 
en el Bautismo, desarrollada hasta la madurez 
a través de una vida de discipulado, llega a su 
plena realización en la gloria del cielo.

Somos llamados a ser santos. Estamos llama-
dos a ser santos. Esta es nuestra dignidad. Esta 
es nuestra esperanza y nuestra vocación. Como 
oímos en el Evangelio de hoy: “Les aseguro que 
en la regeneración del mundo, cuando el Hijo del 
hombre se siente en su trono de gloria, ustedes, 
que me han seguido, también se sentarán en 
doce tronos”. El Tránsito de San Benito nos con-
voca para levantar nuestros corazones y mirar al 
cielo.

Hoy, estamos honrando a San Benito, entron-
izado en la gloria, y celebrando su legado de 
santidad y misión aquí en la Abadía y la Uni-
versidad de San Gregorio. Esta es tierra santa. 
Este es un lugar de singular importancia para la 
Iglesia en Oklahoma, porque fue a través de los 
Benedictinos, quienes primero se establecieron 
la Misión del Sagrado Corazón y más tarde se 
trasladaron a este sitio, que la Iglesia Católica se 
estableció por primera vez en territorio indio y 
se extendió por todo Oklahoma. Esos intrépidos 
monjes misioneros ayudaron a establecer algu-

nas de las primeras instituciones católicas de 
este territorio. Ellos sirvieron como evangelistas, 
pastores, educadores y testigos del Evangelio de 
Jesucristo.

Hoy, estamos honrando ese patrimonio y 
celebrando ese legado. Aun cuando expresamos 
nuestra gratitud a Dios por aquellos que dieron 
sus vidas en servicio aquí y han ido a su eterna 
recompensa, como el propio San Benito, volve-
mos nuestra atención a un nuevo capítulo en 
la vida de esta venerable institución, que cier-
tamente es uno de los dones más preciosos que 
los hijos de San Benito han legado a la Iglesia 
en Oklahoma. Esta tarde seremos testigos de la 
inauguración formal del Dr. Michael Scaperlan-
da como el decimosexto presidente de la Univer-
sidad de San Gregorio.

A menudo se ha reconocido que la Universidad 
de San Gregorio es la única institución católica 
de enseñanza superior en Oklahoma. Todos lo 
entendemos. 
Lo que tal 
vez nunca ha 
sido adec-
uadamente 
reconocido y 
aceptado es el 
valor único y 
la importan-
cia de lo que 
San Grego-
rio ofrece en 
el paisaje 
educativo de 
Oklahoma.

Si bien 
el impulso 
dominante en 
la educación 
superior en 
todas partes 
ha sido la 
creciente es-
pecialización, 
experiencia técnica y formación profesional, se 
ha pasado por alto y subestimado la tradición 
de la educación liberal, es decir, una educación 
amplia y equilibrada en las artes liberales y las 
humanidades. Esto a menudo ha tenido la desa-
fortunada consecuencia de producir demasiados 
especialistas bien entrenados que carecen de 
visión y corazón, e incluso un sentido adecuado 

de su propia hu-
manidad.

La Iglesia Católi-
ca siempre ha 
valorado las artes 
liberales y, al esta-
blecer las prime-
ras universidades 
del mundo, hizo de 
las artes liberales el plan de estudios fundacion-
al para todos los estudiantes.

El objetivo de una buena educación es más 
que una experiencia técnica. ¿No es un objetivo 
previo de la educación formar a los estudiantes 
para que piensen y actúen como seres humanos 
íntegros, maduros, virtuosos y comprometidos? 
¿Como personas de carácter?

En su perspicaz libro, “Extraños en una tierra 
extraña», el Arzobispo Charles Chaput cita a un 
economista líder de una universidad estadoun-
idense, que supervisa el programa de doctorado 
en su campo. Cuando se le preguntó qué valor-
aba más en los candidatos para su programa 
de doctorado, dijo, “Un título universitario en la 
literatura clásica”. ¿Qué tienen que ver Homero, 
Virgilio y los clásicos con la teoría económica? 
Él razona que como la economía es una ciencia 
humana, los practicantes deben saber primero 
ser auténticos seres humanos antes de aprender 
sus habilidades especializadas.

La educación y formación en las artes libera-
les, es decir, en la literatura, poesía, filosofía y 
teología, historia, arte, ciencia y matemáticas y 
cualquiera de las humanidades es una inmersión 
en la belleza, la bondad y la verdad. Se les llama 
artes liberales en oposición a las artes serviles. 
Una educación en las artes liberales en una uni-
versidad católica no tiene ningún propósito utili-
tario más importante que agrandar y ennoblecer 
el alma y despertar una sensación de asombro 
en el mundo fuera de sí mismo y del Creador que 
la ordena y la mantiene en todo su ser.

Esto no quiere decir que la formación técnica y 
profesional y la educación no tengan importan-
cia. ¡Sin duda lo es! Tiene su lugar en una edu-
cación de artes liberales. Se trata simplemente 
de reconocer la prioridad de establecer una base 
sólida antes de construir el edificio.

Al inaugurar formalmente este nuevo capítulo 
en la historia de la Universidad de San Gregorio, 
damos gracias a Dios por aquellos que han sen-
tado las bases sobre las que construimos hoy, 
especialmente los Benedictinos de la Abadía de 
San Gregorio. Rezamos por el Dr. Michael Scap-
erlanda mientras emprende su misión eclesial de 
dirigir la Universidad de San Gregorio desde el 
corazón de la Iglesia.

Oramos también por los estudiantes, la facul-
tad, la administración, el personal no docente, el 
consejo y los benefactores que participan en este 
ministerio tan importante que contribuye tanto 
al florecimiento de la Iglesia y de la sociedad. 
Que Dios que ha comenzado esta buena obra la 
lleve a plenitud.

Photo Theresa Bragg.

Es sábado por la noche en la ciudad de Nue-
va York, son las 6:30 p.m. Hay buen tiempo, 
acabas de cenar y estás en fila fuera del Te-
atro Eugene O’Neill, (cuando vas bajando por 

Broadway, toma 
una derecha 
en West 49.) La 
línea se mueve y 
estás a punto de 
entrar.

Pagaste un 
poco más de do-
scientos por tus 
boletos, pero has 

estado planeando esto por un tiempo. Estás a 
punto de ver una comedia musical. Tus boletos 
están claramente marcados, Sección - Orques-
ta, Fila - H, Asiento - 110. Usted está apenas 
un poquito a la izquierda del centro del esce-
nario y sólo hay siete filas delante de usted. 
¡Estos son buenos asientos!

Justo cuando estás a punto de entrar en 
el teatro, oyes que las campanas de la iglesia 
comienzan a sonar. El carillón de la campana 
suena genial, pero esto no es un himno sagra-
do. Las campanas tocan la canción “There’s no 
business like show business”. Están a punto 
de subir las cortinas en los diversos teatros de 
la zona teatral. 

Usted pregunta qué iglesia está tocando esa 
canción y un amigo en la fila responde con 
alegría: “Eso es de San Malaquías. La Capilla 
de los Actores está dentro”. Él continúa ex-
plicando que La Capilla de los Actores es un 
lugar favorito para muchos actores aspirantes. 
Muchos aparecen y encienden una vela pidien-
do intercesión y guía para sus carreras floreci-
entes.

Hay tres santos principales en La Capilla de 

los Actores. Santa Cecilia para los cantantes y 
músicos; San Vito, el santo patrón de los bai-
larines; Y en el centro se encuentra San Ginés, 
patrón de actores y comediantes.

Habiendo oído hablar de Santa Cecilia y San 
Vito antes de que tiene un sentido perfecto 
para ellos para estar en esta capilla especial en 
el distrito de los teatros. Pero, ¿quién es San 
Ginés?

Su amigo, poseedor de mucha información, 
comienza a compartir algunos de los detalles 
básicos de su vida.

Ginés fue un actor en Roma durante la época 
del empera-
dor Dioclecia-
no en el 3ro 
siglo. Según 
dice la his-
toria. Ginés 
escribió y 
fue un actor 
principal en 
una obra de 
teatro que se 
burlaba de 
los cristianos 
y sus cos-
tumbres.

Una noche, 
mientras se 
presenta-
ba su obra 
frente al 

emperador romano Diocleciano y burlándose 
del sacramento del bautismo, recibió una expe-
riencia real y profunda de Dios. Se dio cuenta 
de que todo de lo que se estaba burlándose era 
cierto. Esta fue una conversión milagrosa. De 
repente comenzó a predicar la Buena Nueva de 

Jesucris-
to en el 
escenario. 
Incluso 
llamando 
al em-
perador 
a conver-
tirse al 
cristianismo.

Mientras estaba en el escenario cayó enfer-
mo. Otros actores vinieron a su lado y pidió ser 
bautizado. Enfurecido, Diocleciano lo hizo ar-
restar y lo envió para ser torturado. A pesar de 
sus dolores y agonía, Ginés perseveró en su fe.

El emperador Diocleciano ordenó que le de-
capitaran. Desde entonces ha sido honrado por 
ser el santo patrón de actores, dramaturgos y 
comediantes.

Nunca había oído esta historia. Le dije a mi 
amigo que era una pena que el espectácu-
lo terminaría tan tarde. Me hubiera gustado 
visitar la Iglesia de San Malaquías y visitar La 
Capilla de los Actores. Él respondió con una 
sonrisa. «Buenas noticias. Todos los sábados 
por la noche a las 11 p.m. hay una Misa de 
Vigilia ofrecida especialmente para todos esos 
actores, patronos del teatro y trabajadores de 
los escenarios”.

La orquesta estaba comenzando la obertura, 
las luces del teatro estaban parpadeando, el 
espectáculo estaba a punto de comenzar y ya 
estaba esperando el final del espectáculo para 
ir a misa y saludar a San Ginés.

Las luces se apagan, la música se intensifi-
ca y la cortina se eleva. San Ginés, ruega por 
nosotros. 
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¡Un Santo de Broadway!
Nunca obtuvo un premio Tony, pero es admirado por muchos actores

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

WASHINGTON – El Comité Administrativo 
de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los 
EE.UU. (USCCB)  ha emitido la siguiente re-
flexión pastoral en solidaridad con aquellos que 
se han visto obligados a abandonar sus hoga-
res debido a la violencia, conflicto o miedo en 
su tierra natal.  En la declaración, los obispos 
alientan a cada uno de nosotros a 
hacer lo posible para acompañar 
a los migrantes y los refugiados 
que buscan una vida mejor en los 
Estados Unidos.  

 El texto completo de la 
declaración del Comité Administra-
tivo de USCCB puede encontrarse 
a continuación:

 La palabra de Dios está ver-
daderamente viva hoy. “Cuando 
un extranjero resida contigo en tu 
tierra, no lo maltratarás. Él será 
para ustedes como uno de sus 
compatriotas y lo amarás como a 
ti mismo, porque también ustedes 
fueron extranjeros en Egipto”(Lv. 
19:33-34).

Vivir como pueblo de Dios es vivir en la es-
peranza de la resurrección. Vivir en Cristo es 
recurrir al amor sin límites de Jesús que nos 
fortifica contra la tentación del miedo. Oren 
para que nuestra participación en el debate 
sobre temas de inmigración y refugiados pueda 
traer paz y consuelo a los más afectados por 
cambios actuales y propuestos en la política 
nacional.  

No debemos de perder de vista el hecho de 
que detrás de cada política está la historia 

de una persona en busca de una vida mejor. 
Pueden ser una familia inmigrante o refugiados 
haciendo sacrificios para que sus hijos tengan 
un mejor futuro. Como pastores de una Iglesia 
peregrina, no nos cansaremos de decirle a las 
familias que tienen el valor de salir desde su 
desesperación en la carretera de la esperan-

za: “Estamos con 
ustedes”. También 
puede tratarse de 
una familia que 
busca seguridad de-
bido a una creciente 
amenaza de violen-
cia extremista. Es 
necesario proteger a 
los Estados Unidos 
de una manera que 
no nos haga perder 
nuestra humanidad.

Un intenso debate 
es esencial para una 
democracia salud-
able, pero la retórica 

del miedo no es útil.  Cuándo nos vemos los 
unos a otros, ¿vemos con el corazón de Jesús?  
Dentro de nuestros diversos orígenes se en-
cuentran sueños comunes para nuestros hijos. 
Teniendo esperanza en la próxima generación 
es cómo la nación se dará cuenta de su lema 
fundacional, “de muchos, uno”. 

Al hacerlo, también nos daremos cuenta de 
la esperanza de Dios para todos sus hijos: que 
nos veamos mutuamente como apreciados her-
manos y hermanas sin importar raza, religión 
u origen nacional.

Nuestro Señor y Salvador Jesucristo, la pal-
abra hecha carne (Jn. 1:14), nos fortalece para 
practicar estas palabras en nuestras vidas.  
¿Cómo podríamos, como católicos y en nues-
tra propia manera, poner en práctica nuestras 
palabras de solidaridad para los migrantes y 
refugiados?

1. Orar para poner fin a las causas del odio 
y la violencia que obligan a padres y madres 
a abandonar el único hogar que conocen en 
busca de seguridad económica y física para 
sus hijos.

2. Reunirse con miembros de sus parroquias 
que son recién llegados, escuchen sus historias 
y compartan las suyas. Cientos de parroquias 
católicas en todo el país tienen programas para 
inmigrantes y refugiados para consolarlos y 
ayudarlos a conocer sus derechos. También es 
importante acercarse en diálogo amoroso a los 
que puedan estar en desacuerdo con nosotros. 
Mientras entendamos mejor las preocupa-
ciones de los demás, mejor podremos servir 
unos a otros. Juntos, somos un solo cuerpo en 
Cristo.

3. Llame, escriba o visite a su representante 
electo y pídales que resuelvan el fallido sistema 
migratorio de una manera que proteja nuestra 
seguridad y nuestra humanidad a través de 
una generosa oportunidad para la inmigración 
legal.

 Como dijo el Papa Francisco, “migrar es 
expresión del anhelo intrínseco a la felicidad 
precisamente de cada ser humano, felicidad 
que es buscada y perseguida. Para nosotros 
cristianos, toda la vida terrena es un caminar 
hacia la patria celeste”.

Viviendo  como pueblo de Dios en momentos difíciles
Una reflexión pastoral  del Comité Administrativo de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los EE.UU.



Rother Heritage Gallery adds 
weekend hours

The Heritage Gallery at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, is present-
ing “The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” With his impend-
ing beatification, it is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring groups of 
all ages to learn more about this 
ordinary man who accomplished 
extraordinary things. The exhib-
it is open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday; and 9 a.m. - Noon on 
Saturday, April 22, May 20, June 
17, July 29 and Aug. 19. Special 
tours arranged by calling (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 141.

Edmond School tour
St. John in Edmond is providing 

a tour of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
April 2 at 925 S. Boulevard. Serv-
ing grades PreK-8th. The school 
offers full-day pre-kindergar-
ten, foreign language, music and 
art at every grade, STEM, gifted 
program, school counselor, school 
psychometrist, school resource 
officer, athletics and extracurric-
ular programs. Scholarships and 
financial aid available. Visit stel-
izabethedmond.org or call (405) 
348-5364.

Catholic Family Festival
The archdiocese presents “Dis-

covering God Together: Catholic 
Family Festival,” 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
April 22, at St. Gregory’s Universi-
ty. Sessions for adults, youth and 
children. Child care provided for 
children ages 1-5. Special guests 
will be Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak 
of More2Life Radio and speaker/
musician Cooper Ray. Registration 
forms in the parish office, or at 
www.archokc.org/new-evangeli-
zation/up-coming-events. Before 
April 8, $25 adults/$40 for mar-
ried couples, $10 for grades K-12.

Project Gabriel training
The Adoption and Pregnancy 

Services of Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
will host Project Gabriel train-
ing, 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. April 8 at 
Catholic Charities, 1232 N. Clas-
sen Blvd., OKC. Project Gabriel 
is the archdiocese’s parish-based 
response to crisis pregnancy in-
tervention. Lisa Carrasco, of the 
archdiocesan Office of Family Life, 
will discuss the Church’s teach-
ings in support of families caught 
in the spiral of domestic violence. 
Kaylee Osborne, of Tinker Air 
Force Base’s Family Advocacy Pro-
gram, will discuss what domestic 
violence is and how it affects the 
family. Contact Jewel McCorkle, 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 111, or jmc-
ckorkle@ccaokc.org.  

‘Come and See’ weekend
For women interested in reli-

gious life there is a ‘Come and See’ 
weekend April 7-9 at St. Joseph 
Monastery, 2200 S. Lewis Ave., 
Tulsa, for single Catholic wom-
en ages 18-35. Contact Sr. Marie 

Therese, (918) 289-9251, stjomon-
astery@gmail.com. 

Trivia night
Trivia Night is April 8 in St. 

Eugene school gym. Social time 6 
p.m. - 7 p.m. with trivia questions 
at 7 p.m. Tickets $20 pp with eight 
people per table. Cost includes 
catered dinner. Event provides 
bereavement scholarships for 
children attending Catholic school. 
Contact Branden Seid at (405) 
888-1351, cssedadsclub@gmail.
com.

Eureka Springs group trip
A group trip Aug. 7-9 to see 

The Great Passion Play in Eu-
reka Springs includes: Passion 
Play, Bible museum, Sacred Arts 
Museum, Holy Land tour; spe-
cial in-depth presentation on the 
Jewish tabernacle; the magnificent 
Christ of the Ozarks statue; Dale 
Chihuly Garden Glass Sculptures 
tour; Crystal Bridge architectural 
tour; Thorncrown Chapel; and St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church with 
opportunity to attend Mass and 
adoration. Two nights lodging, 
five meals; transportation. Cost 
$469 pp dbl /$575 pp sgl. $100 
pp deposit by April 15; Balance 
due July 1. Contact Melani Roewe, 
(405) 642-8139.

Catholic Day with the OKC 
Dodgers

“Catholic Day with the Oklaho-
ma City Dodgers” is at 2:05 p.m. 
April 23 at the Chickasaw Brick-
town Ballpark, 2 S. Mickey Mantle 
Dr. Tickets $13 and include field 
seats with Catholic families, limit-
ed edition OKC Dodgers baseball 
hat, PlayBall! game program, in-
flatables, face painting and balloon 
animals. Deadline April 7. Use 
promo code CD2017. Ballpark: 
(405) 218-1000.

Villa Isenbart, Trinity Gardens 
tours

Villa Isenbart and Trinity Gar-
dens is celebrating 20 years of 
housing services for lower in-
come senior citizens in OKC. 
Tours 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. April 23 at 
3801/3825 N.W. 19. 

Feast of Divine Mercy 
Feast of Divine Mercy celebration 

April 23 at St. John, Edmond. A 
“Divine Mercy 101” film at 1:45 
p.m. and Holy Hour celebration 
at 3 p.m. Confessions available 
during feast. Call (405) 359-0578. 

Egg-stravaganza
The St. Gregory’s University Pro-

Life Team will host a Divine Mercy 
Easter Egg Hunt Carnival after 
the 10 a.m. Mass April 23, at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey. Food and game 
booths. Bring basket. 

Fifth annual calf fry fundraiser
The St. William annual calf fry 

fundraiser is Noon - 3 p.m. April 
23 at the Bryan County Fair-
grounds Haggard Hall, 1901 S. 9th 
in Durant. Live auction 1 p.m.; 
silent auction, raffles, kids’ activi-

ties. Benefit new education build-
ing/parish hall. Meal tickets $20 
by April 15; $25 at the door. Call 
Ginger Lewis, (580) 916-1438, or 
leave message at (580) 924-1989.

St. Thomas More annual golf 
scramble 

The St. Thomas More University 
Parish 7th annual golf tournament 
benefiting Catholic campus minis-
try at OU begins at 8:30 a.m. April 
24 at The Trails Golf Club. $115 
pp, $100-hole sponsor. Contact 
Glenn Dobry (405) 637-5405, golf-
tourney@stm-ou.org.

Free legal advice on Law Day
Oklahoma lawyers are cele-

brating Law Day by giving free 
legal advice 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. April 
27. Call (800) 456-8525 from any-
where in the state. Spanish-speak-
ing attorneys available 3 p.m. - 9 
p.m. Also can e-mail a legal ques-
tion to askalawyer@okbar.org or 

pregunteaunabogado@okbar.org. 
E-mailed questions will be an-
swered April 24 - 27.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend

The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend is April 
28-30 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, OKC. The weekend is to 
help married couples rediscover 
themselves, individually and as 
a couple; to renew and nourish 
good marriages, giving couples 
new ways to make their sacrament 
more fulfilling and stronger. Apply 
at www.meoklahoma.org or call 
Rick and Bev Feller, (405) 323-
9119 or Bryan and Karen Berland, 
(405) 850-4274.
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Briefs
The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Retirement Account Gifts

A growing number of Catholics are 
choosing to name the Catholic Church 
as a full or partial beneficiary of an IRA, 
401(k), or other qualified retirement 
plan. 

Supporting the Church with a legacy 
gift through your retirement fund is easy 
to arrange and a smart way to donate. It 
gives you flexibility for the remainder of 
your life should you need this asset.

Upon your death, as a tax-exempt or-
ganization, your church will receive your 
gift tax free. When left to individual bene-
ficiaries, a percentage of your retirement 
funds will be diminished by income taxes 
required to be paid by the beneficiary. 

You don’t need a will or trust to make 
this work. Simply request a beneficiary 
change form from your plan administra-
tor. On the beneficiary designation line, 
write “Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
Inc.” or “Catholic Foundation of Oklaho-
ma Inc. for the benefit of …” (name your 
parish, parish school or other Catholic 
organization with the city or town where 
it is located). 

The Catholic Foundation continues to 
actively support the mission and work of 
the Catholic Church in Oklahoma. Your 
thoughtful gift is greatly appreciated and 
will impact the future growth and suc-
cess of our Church for years to come.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115 n www.cfook.org n  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.soonercatholic.org.
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*As of 12/31/2013 rated A++, Superior for financial strength by A.M. Best
**Ethisphere Institute, 2014

Gather your documents, 
contact your agent, and see how one of the “World’s Most Ethical”** 

companies can benefit your family.

• Are you looking for a rewarding career?

• Do you have a love for your faith and a
desire to serve your fellow Catholics?

• Do you have an entrepreneurial drive?

If you answered yes to these questions,
you may be just the person we're 
looking for.

To our sales force we offer: extensive
training, a secure territory with 
professional-level income potential, 
incentive bonuses, and continuing 
education opportunities.

Candidates must be eligible for membership.
For more information, please contact:

D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E

Career
Opportunity

Do you have what it takes 
to represent the Knights of Columbus? 

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
Office: 877-707-0752
Cell:405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E LO N G - T E R M  CA R E R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

A Comprehensive, Complimentary AnalysisA Comprehensive, Complimentary Analysis
A financial analysis for your family is available from the highest rated
life insurer in North America, the Knights of Columbus.* 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary 
financial analysis through their local field agent. Our agents – who are
also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a proven industry
analysis, that helps our members identify their goals and risks.

Benefits of a Review:

✦ Budget for your household, or your business

✦ Assess risks and future goals 

✦ Forecast a future college education or retirement budget 

✦ Fully integrable with both Social Security and corporate benefits

GALA

SAVE THE DATE
The Knights of Columbus & Center of Family Love Present

JUNE

17
2017

6:00 P.M.
Reception

&
7:00 P.M.

Dinner

BILL & CAROL BROWN
Community Volunteer Service Award

JOE PIERCE
Harold J. Wittrock Humanitarian Award

Tickets & Sponsorships: 405.263.7100

2017 Honorees

National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum

www.centeroffamilylove.org

SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Ca$h Raffle Drawing on Saturday, June 17, 2017

Grand Prize- $10,000 • Second Prize- $2,000 • Three Prizes- $1,000
Six Prizes- $500 • Ten Prizes- $200

Need not be present to win

The mission of the Center of Family Love is to provide quality lifetime care 
to individuals with developmental disabilities.

&

Ticket Price: $150/person
Black Tie Optional

April 

Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, Thursdays 7 p.m., 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Call 
Toni Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

Feast of St. John the Baptist 
De La Salle.

“Come and See” weekend for 
single Catholic women ages 
18-35 interested in religious 
life, April 7-9 at St. Joseph 
Monastery, 2200 S. Lewis 
Ave., Tulsa. Contact Sr. Marie 
Therese, (918) 289-9251, stjo-
monastery@gmail.com.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at Immaculate Concep-
tion, 3901 S.W. 29 (in May 
and June). Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 5:30 
p.m. with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation available before 
Mass. Mass 7 p.m. Call the 
Office of Family Life, (405) 
721-8944, or Diane Grim, 
(405) 528-6252.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
meet monthly on the sec-
ond Saturday, Noon - 2:30 
p.m., Rm. A/B, at St. Charles 
Borromeo, 5024 N. Grove 
Ave. Contact Judith Martin at 

(405) 635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.

Trivia night at St. Eugene, 
OKC, with social time at 6 
p.m.; trivia 7 p.m. Cost $20 pp. 
Contact Branden Seid, (405) 
888-1351, cssedadsclub@
gmail.com. 

Palm Sunday.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Concep-
tion, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. Call 
(405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. every Sunday at the abor-
tion center, 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
Norman. In cases of inclement 
weather, meet at the chapel at 
St. Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Con-
nie Lang at (405) 249-1041, 
jlang9@cox.net.

Chrism Mass 6 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, OKC. 

Holy Thursday, Catholic Pasto-
ral Center closed.

St. Ann’s Ministry for pregnan-
cy and infant loss, 6:30 p.m. 
- 8 p.m. at St. John Raphael 
House, Edmond. Call Marilyn 
Seiler (405) 340-0691, Ext. 
197, or e-mail
parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Good Friday, Catholic Pastoral 
Center closed.
 
The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order 
of Blessed Teresa of Calcut-
ta, meet at St. Ann Nurs-
ing Home, OKC, on the first 
and third Saturdays of each 
month. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; 
meetings following. Contact 
Karen Banks (405) 396-9086 

or Toni Harrelson at (405) 
341-2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of 
Jesus – Oklahoma Communi-
ty and Province of St. Therese, 
meets at Little Flower Church, 
OKC, Noon - 4:30 p.m. Call Bar-
bara Basgall (405) 826-3860 or 
Susan Staudt (405) 473-6328.
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Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday, April 9, also 

known as Palm Sunday of the Pas-
sion of Our Lord, celebrates the 
triumphal entry of Our Lord into 
Jerusalem on 
a donkey with 
people cutting 
off branches of 
palm trees and 
strewing them 
in his path, 
shouting “Ho-
sanna to the 
son of David. 
Blessed is he 
that comes in 
the name of the 
Lord” (Matthew 
21:9), thereby 
fulfilling the 
Old Testament 
prophecy: “Re-
joice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your 
king comes to you; triumphant 
and victorious is he, humble and 
riding on an ass, on a colt the foal 
of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9).

New Testament accounts of 
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem are 
in Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-
11, Luke 19:28-40 and 
John 12:12-15. Palms 
are a symbol of rejoicing 
in Jewish tradition. In 
other parts of the world 
where palms are difficult 
to obtain, other branch-
es are used. 

Holy Thursday
Holy Thursday, April 

13, is the first day of the 
three days of the Easter Triduum, 
followed by Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday, which includes the Eas-
ter Vigil. 

Many things take place on Holy 
Thursday, including especially and 
emphatically the celebration of 
the institution of the Holy Eucha-
rist. Holy Thursday also is known 
as Maundy Thursday. The term 
Maundy, derived from the Latin 
“mandatum,” pertains to mandat-
ing a new commandment of Jesus 
to his disciples that they love one 
another as he loves them (John 
13:31-35). 

In a sign of humility, Christ 
washed their feet (John 13:1-17). 
This is why the Church has the 
washing of the feet on Holy Thurs-
day. “By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 
13:35). The gift of the Eucharist 
comes from the Last Supper as de-
tailed in 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.

Good Friday
On Good Friday, April 14, clergy 

who celebrate the Extraordinary 
Form (Latin) wear black vest-
ments, and those who celebrate 
the Novus Ordo (vernacular) wear 
red to reflect Christ’s Holy Pas-
sion. The altar is bare and stat-
ues covered. In the Extraordinary 
Form, the liturgy is called the 
Mass of the pre-sanctified because 

the hosts for Communion were 
consecrated on Holy Thursday. 
In the Novus Ordo, the liturgy 
is called the Celebration of the 
Passion of the Lord and consists 
of three parts: the reading of the 
Passion according to John, ado-
ration of the Holy Cross and the 

Eucharist from hosts consecrated 
on Holy Thursday.

The Easter Vigil
The Easter Vigil Mass takes 

place Holy Saturday evening, April 
15, or before sunrise on Easter 
Sunday. It is comprised of four 
parts: the Service of Light, the 
Service of the Word, the Liturgy of 

Baptism and 
the Liturgy 
of the Eu-
charist. 

The Pas-
chal candle 
is lit from a 
fire outside 
the church. 
The candle 

is used to light candles held by 
the congregation gathered outside. 
The priest leads the congregation 

into a darkened church, stopping 
three times to chant “Light of 
Christ.” The congregation re-
sponds “Thanks be to God.” 

This is followed by the Service of 
the Word, a series of readings from 
the Old Testament, after which 
the darkened church is illuminat-

ed, and Gloria 
in Excelsis Deo, 
meaning Glory to 
God in the High-
est from Luke 
2:14, is sung. 
Catechumens, 
now called the 
Elect, are re-
ceived into the 
Church through 
Baptism, Confir-
mation and Holy 
Eucharist for the 
first time.

Easter
Easter, April 

16, is the most 
important day of all days for it is 
the day that Christ rose from the 
dead. 

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church glossary states: “Easter: 
The greatest and oldest Christian 
feast, which celebrates Christ’s 
Resurrection from the dead. Eas-
ter is the ‘feasts of feasts,’ the so-
lemnity of solemnities, the ‘Great 
Sunday.’” 

It is characterized, above all, 
by the joy of glorified life and the 
victory over death, expressed 
most fully in the great resounding 
cry of the Christian: Alleluia! All 
faith flows from faith in the res-
urrection: “If Christ has not been 
raised, then empty is our preach-
ing; empty, too, is your faith” (1 
Corinthians 15:14).      

Ted King is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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Gifts of Appreciated Securities 
Donors making a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal may 
wish to consider the tax advantages of an appreciated 
securities gift. If you own a stock or mutual fund that is 
now higher in value than the initial purchase price, this 
appreciated security carries potential tax savings. 

Normally when a stock is sold which has increased in 
value you pay taxes on the appreciation. This is not 
the case if you transfer the stock directly to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. In most cases a taxpayer may be able to take a 
charitable deduction for the value of the stock on the 
date of transfer to the church without paying a tax on 
the appreciation. 

We gratefully welcome gifts of appreciated securities 
as part of the Annual Catholic Appeal. For more 
information about stock transfers, please call our 
Archdiocese Offices at 405-709-2745.

Why Make a Gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal?
• To demonstrate your spirit of thanks and gratitude to God for all His many gifts to you.

• To give thanks to God for your faith, your ability, your health and your family.

• To give outward proof of what your Catholic faith means to you through your example of personal sacrifice.

• To share the spiritual and temporal blessings that come to those who assist in developing God’s work.

“Our professional and 
pre-professional degrees pre-
pare our students for employ-
ment and graduate school 
upon graduation. The liberal 
arts foundation, which is 
reinforced seamlessly through-
out our curriculum, develops 
habits of mind that liberate 
students from narrow tech-
nical training, providing our 
alumni with great vertical and 
horizontal job mobility,” Scap-
erlanda said. “Our Catholic, 
Benedictine liberal arts foun-
dation provides our students 
with a framework for being lib-
erated from the fears and base 
appetites that control the lives 
of so many, allowing them to 
live joy-filled lives in service to 
others.”

He stated that the ultimate 
goal of a Catholic education 
is not to make good citizens, 
efficient business people or 
competent professionals, but 
to make saints.

“We have an Oklahoma 
model to guide us in this holy 
work. Father Stanley Rother, 
who will be beatified in Okla-
homa City on Sept. 23, and 
who is the first American-born 
martyr, exemplifies what we 
aim for here at Saint Greg-
ory’s. Father Stanley Roth-
er loved deeply and with an 
abiding joy despite difficult 
circumstances. May he be a 
model of servant leadership 
for all of us who work at Saint 
Gregory’s University and for 
all of our students who will go 
forth from here spreading the 
Good News in the communi-
ties and professions to which 
God draws them.”

continued from page 4
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The Sooner Catholic

Holy Week 2017 
begins on 

Sunday, April 9, 
and ends 

Saturday, April 15.


