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Pope Francis prays at John Paul II's tomb on anniversary

VATICAN CITY (April 3,
2013) — Pope Francis spent a
"long time" kneeling in silent
prayer before the tomb of
Blessed John Paul II on April
2, the eighth anniversary of
his death.

The visit "this evening in
the Vatican basilica expresses
the deep, spiritual continuity
of the Petrine ministry shared
by the Popes," according to an
April 2 statement from the
Vatican press office.

"It is precisely this Petrine
ministry that Pope Francis so
deeply feels and shares, and which he has also shown in his
meeting with and repeated telephone calls to his predeces-
sor Benedict XVI," the statement read.

Over the last two days, the pope seems to have been

steeping himself in the spiritual
riches and strength of his pred-
ecessors who are buried in
Saint Peter's Basilica.

Late on Monday afternoon he
visited the tomb of Saint Peter,
as well as the final resting
places of Popes Benedict XV,
Pius XI, Pius XII, Paul VI and
John Paul I.

Then, at around 7:00 p.m. on
April 2, Pope Francis went to
the tomb of Blessed John Paul
II, just after St. Peter's closed
for the evening.

Cardinal Angelo Comastri
and the Pope's personal secre-
tary, Monsignor Alfred Xuereb,

accompanied him to the Altar of Saint Sebastian, where the
late pope is entombed.

He also stopped and prayed at the tombs of Blessed John
XXIII and Saint Pius X.

Pope Francis prays in front of the tomb of the late Blessed
John Paul II in St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican April 2.
(CNS photo/L'Osservatore Romano via Reuters)

Pope Francis:

By David Uebbing
Catholic News Agency

The Easter season that began March 31 continues
with the octave of Easter and extends for seven
weeks - or roughly 50 days - past Easter Sunday,
according to the Catholic liturgical calendar.

"Beginning with the Easter Triduum as its
source of light, the new age of the Resurrection
fills the whole liturgical year with its bril-
liance," the Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches (1168).

The season concludes with the feast of
Pentecost, when the Church remembers
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
apostles after the ascension of Jesus
into heaven and celebrates that event
as the beginning of the new "age of the
Church," when Christ lives and acts in
and with His Church (1076).

Eastertide offers the Catholic faith-
ful a time to intentionally celebrate the
resurrection of Christ and to allow the
implications of the resurrection to
inform their thinking and actions.

The Pope told a crowd gathered in
Saint Peter's Square for the Regina Coeli
that the grace from the sacraments
received at Easter can renew relation-
ships.

"The grace contained in Easter
Sacraments has a huge potential for renewal
in personal life, family life and social relations,"
Pope Francis said April 1 to a packed Saint
Peter's Square.

He noted that "everything passes through the
human heart," and the sacraments allow people to
"receive the grace of the risen Christ," which gives
them the freedom to change those faults that "can
hurt me and others."

The Pope underscored that this "allows the victory
of Christ to remain in my life and broaden its bene-
ficial action."

"Without grace we can do nothing, and with the
grace of Baptism and Holy Communion, we can
become an instrument of God's mercy," he said.

"Expressing in life the sacrament we have
received here, dear brothers and sisters, is our daily
work, but I would say it is also our daily joy," the
Holy Father added.

The pope referenced the Apostle Peter preaching
on Jesus' resurrection to crowds in Jerusalem.

He called on the power of the resurrection of
Christ to reach everyone, the Pope recalled, "espe-
cially those who suffer" and those in "all situations in
need of confidence and hope."

Christ has conquered evil "fully and definitively,"
he said, but "it is up to us to welcome this victory in
our lives and in the realities of history and society."

Chuckles were heard across Saint Peter's Square
after the Pope concluded the gathering by saying,
"thank you all and have a great lunch."

He then waved a final goodbye, while the crowd
waved back at him.

The Regina Coeli is sung or recited in place of
the Angelus at 12:00 p.m., from Easter Saturday

until Pentecost Sunday. At the April 1 gather-
ing, the Pope recited the prayer and delivered

his remarks in Italian.
The Vatican press office director, Father

Federico Lombardi, said at a March 29
press conference that he thinks Pope
Francis does not sing during liturgies
because has a certain amount of tone
deafness.

George Rigazzi, director of the Office
of Family Life for the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City, said he encourages
families to internalize the words of the
pope.

“One of the most important tasks of
parenting is being the primary educa-
tors in the faith for our children,”
Rigazzi said. “In a world that is seem-
ingly less interested in the joy of the

Resurrection, our mandate is to be wit-
nesses to the love of Christ. Introducing

our families to the unique and wonderful
rites and prayers of the Church especially

during this season is paramount. From
Easter Sunday until Pentecost, the beauty of

the liturgy seems to intensify. Some of the most
beautiful music was written for this season. Our

tradition is rich.”

The staff of the Sooner Catholic contributed to this
report.

Easter season can
revive relationships 

By Estefania Aguirre
Catholic News Agency



Put Out Into the Deep
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We stand at a critical juncture in America. The future
of marriage, the family and society hang precariously in
a balance. At the present moment the United States
Supreme Court is considering challenges to state and
federal laws that define marriage as the union of a man
and a woman. Not many years ago the prospect of mar-
riage redefinition would have seemed unimaginable.

Riding the wave of powerful cultural forces driven by
the media, it is remarkable how swiftly the tide of pub-
lic opinion has changed on a matter of such fundamen-
tal importance as marriage. There is no structure in
society more worthy of protection than marriage and
the family. Marriage is a personal relationship, but with
a public significance. It is for this reason that the state
has always maintained an interest in regulating and
preserving marriage. It has been concerned not only
with the good of the spouses, but especially with what is
good for the children born of marriage.

But the state is not the ultimate arbiter of marriage.
Marriage comes from the hand of God who fashioned
both male and female in the divine image (Gen. 1:27). A
man "leaves his father and mother and clings to his
wife, and the two of them become one body" (Gen 2:24).
God blesses the man and woman and commands them
to "be fertile and multiply" (Gen 1:28). This is God's
plan for marriage. By their mutual gift of self, husband
and wife cooperate with God in bringing children to life
and caring for them. Several years ago the United
States Catholic Bishops wrote, "Marriage is a basic
human and social institution. Though it has been regu-
lated by civil laws and church laws, it did not originate
either from the church or the state, but from God.
Therefore, neither church nor state can alter the basic
meaning and structure of marriage." 

What then is marriage? As understood in the Judeo-
Christian tradition and reflecting the natural law, mar-
riage is the faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of a man
and a woman joined in an intimate communion of life
and love. In and through their complementarity spous-
es join themselves completely to each other and to the
wondrous responsibility of bringing children into the
world and caring for them. Marriage is a good that ben-
efits not only the spouses, but the children born of mar-
riage as well as the common good of society.

Already the slogan "marriage equality" has worked
its way into the common lexicon of political speech. This
is a brilliant marketing strategy, as was the aphorism
"pro-choice." Who is against choice? Who is against
equality? But it is not about choice or equality, is it?
There are deeper issues involved that are being masked
by such pleasing slogans. The phrase "marriage equali-
ty" already begs the question. It presumes that there is
more than one kind of marriage. Same-sex unions and
marriage are not the same. They cannot be equal.

Attempts to redefine mar-
riage so as to make other
relationships equivalent
to it devalue the unique-
ness of marriage and
weakens it. Any weaken-
ing of this basic social
institution, by whatever means, has already exacted too
high a cost for children, for families and for society.

The current marriage redefinition arguments focus
exclusively on the needs of adults and their fulfillment.
It views marriage as a privatized relationship not ori-
ented toward children or connected with the communi-
ty. By contrast, the natural structure of human sexuali-
ty makes man and woman complementary partners for
the transmission of human life. The permanent and
exclusive commitment of marriage is the only worthy
context for conjugal love which God created in order to
serve the transmission of human life, provide for the
wellbeing of children and, at the same time, deepen the
union between husband and wife. It holds together in
reverence the love-giving and life-giving dimensions
which are constitutive of marriage.

But isn't the defense of traditional marriage bigoted
and unfair? To uphold God's plan for marriage is not to
attack the dignity of homosexual persons. Homosexual
persons, according to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church are to be "accepted with respect, compassion
and sensitivity" (2347). Homosexual persons should
never be the victims of unjust discrimination.
Maintaining the traditional definition of marriage as a
union between a man and a woman is not discriminato-
ry. Marriage and same-sex unions are essentially differ-
ent realities. Simply changing the labels does not alter
that reality. The Catholic Church and Sacred Scripture
have always regarded sexual activity outside of mar-
riage as immoral and contrary to God's law: fornication,
adultery and homosexual acts, included. Prescinding
from this fundamental moral concern for the sake of
making this point, there are other ways that states have
chosen to extend benefits to same-sex couples without
attempting a redefinition of the basic social institution
of marriage.

The apparent rush to redefine marriage ought to raise
red flags regarding potential consequences for a further
erosion of religious liberty as well. Already Catholic
Charities agencies in several states have been forced to
withdraw from offering adoption services because they
could not place children with homosexual couples with-
out violating their religious beliefs.

The attempt to redefine marriage is to build a struc-
ture on sand. It cannot stand. It will collapse. And God
only knows what other basic goods of society, such as
religious liberty, may be brought down with it.

If not God's plan,
whose plan?

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.
April 7 — Confirmation, 9 a.m., St. Gregory the Great Church, Enid
April 7 — Scout Awards Mass, 4 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 9 — Priests Information Session — RECLAiM Program, 1:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 9 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., Saint John Nepomuk Church, Yukon
April 10 — Confirmation, 7 p.m., Saint Mary Church, Ponca City
April 11 — Catholic Charities Annual Meeting and Mass, 4 p.m., Saint Patrick Church, Oklahoma City 
April 12 — April 14 — National Association of Catholic Chaplains Board Meeting, Pittsburgh, Penn.
April 16 — Envisioning Leadership Team Meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 17 — Priests Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 17 — Confirmation, 6 p.m., Saint Francis Xavier Church, Enid
April 18 — Catholics Living Justice Day at the Legislature, 8 a.m.
April 19 — Open House and Blessing, 10 a.m., Via Christi Villages, Ponca City
April 19 — Catholic Daughters State Convention Dinner, 6 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 20 — Confirmation, 5 p.m., Saint Eugene Church, Oklahoma City
April 21 — Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Holy Spirit Church, Mustang
April 21 — Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel

Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Exclusively on
the website

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of Church
and Archdiocesan news and
events, only on www.sooner-
catholic.com:

Sunday, April 7, is Divine
Mercy Sunday. Parishes across
the archdiocese will mark the
feast day in various ways.
Saint John the Baptist
Catholic Church, for example,
will host a Eucharistic holy
hour at 3 p.m. in celebration.
St. Francis plans a celebratory
hour from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m., as
well, with remarks from Toni
Harrelson, who works with
the Lay Missionaries of
Charity and the Holy
Innocents Chapel.

Sunday, April 7, is the
Scouting Award Mass. The
archbishop will preside and
present the Religious Awards
available from the Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts and Campfire
USA program.

Registration for Our Lady of
Guadalupe Summer Camp is
now available at
http://archokc.org/youth-and-
young-adult-office/summer-
camp.

Slide shows of the signifi-
cant events of Holy Week cap-
ture images of members of the
archdiocese in the washing of
the feet on Holy Thursday,
veneration of the Cross on
Good Friday and entering the
Church at Easter Vigil.

Every day, Pope Francis
offers a new catechesis -
either by word or deed - to the
faithful.

Plus, don't miss daily
updates on Facebook and

Twitter!
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Envisioning team: Archdiocesan purpose is for us all to embrace

When Archbishop Paul Coakley
asked Edmond parishioner Shellie
Greiner to join the archdiocesan envi-
sioning team, she was initially hesi-
tant.

The archbishop chartered the team
as part of a 13-month process to dis-
cern and proclaim a unifying vision
for the Archdiocese of Okla-homa City.
The team was slated to meet at least
11 times for six-hour discernment ses-
sions facilitated by the Catholic
Leadership Institute - and Greiner
already had a conflict with the first
meeting.

"I knew it was a commitment and I
would only do it if I could be a good
team member and make all the meet-
ings," she said.

After a conversation with Father
Bill Dickinson of the Catholic
Leadership Institute, she changed her
mind.

"The process seemed so wonderful
for our archdiocese and I wanted to be
a part of it," Greiner says. "I made
arrangements to come back from our
vacation in time for the first meeting."

Greiner's commitment - and dis-
arming humility — is representative
of the team at large.

For the past nine months, the 13
members who comprise the team —
led by the archbishop — have been
diligent in their task to articulate the

Archdiocesan sacred purpose, core
values, five-year vision statement,
three priorities and six goals. All of
those outcomes will eventually be pro-
claimed to — and, the team hopes,
embraced by — the Catholic faithful
in Oklahoma.

"It's exciting and energizing as an
Oklahoma Catholic to see the passion
behind this process," team member
Tony Tyler said. "We've had the
opportunity to decide as an archdio-
cese — through listening sessions and

under the leadership and the guid-
ance of the archbishop — what priori-
ties we want to tackle in the next 24
to 60 months."

Now, the team has nearly finalized
its work — and has begun to share it
with the archdiocese at large.

Last month, the archbishop pro-
claimed the sacred purpose of the
archdiocese as ascertained and articu-
lated by the envisioning team.

"Our purpose as the people of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,"
Archbishop Coakley said then, "is to
joyfully witness to the Catholic faith
in central and western Oklahoma
through the teaching, sanctifying and

governing ministry of Christ and His
Church so that the Body of Christ is
made present, the universal call to
holiness proclaimed and all people are
welcomed into the promise of eternal
life."

This month, the team revealed the
language of the Archdiocesan core val-
ues (see sidebar at right).

Greiner, Tyler and the rest of the
team have taken that purpose and
those values to heart — and hope
their fellow members of the archdio-

cese will, as well.
"The mission to be disciples and

take the Word of God into our every-
day life will be done one diocese at a
time," team member Ray Haefele
said. "When each diocese takes this
seriously and provides direction and
support to their parishioners - and
when each parishioner takes that
mission seriously, as well - then we
really can effect a 'new evangeliza-
tion.' We should all take the mission
of our Church as our own charge and
not wait for others to do it for us.
Being a Catholic is an action. We
must seek and learn how to be a par-
ticipating Catholic in our homes, at

work and at church."
As Catholics in Oklahoma, the

members of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City have the opportunity
to share the faith right here, right
now, Greiner said.

"I have been a Catholic in Boston
and in Cincinnati, where the majority
of Christians were Catholic," she
explains. "The first thing I noticed as
I came to Oklahoma City is that we
are in the minority and sometimes
misunderstood. I think it is a gift to
be here. In the former places I lived I
did not have to be a witness nor know
as much about my faith because it
didn't seem to matter. Here, I have
doubled down to learn more about my
faith so I can be a better evangelizer
about our faith to my beautiful
Protestant brothers and sisters and to
my fellow Catholics. Living here has
instilled a desire to learn all there is
to know about our faith. What a gift
Oklahoma has given me!"

Greiner mentioned another mission
field — what Pope John Paul II and
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI referred
to as "the digital continent."

"Embrace the new media," Greiner
said. "I love my app 'Word on Fire'
with Father Barron and the 'Laudate'
app, and, since the new pope's instal-
lation, I can't seem to get enough of
Catholic radio."

Tina Korbe Dzurisin is the director
of communications for the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City.

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin
The Sooner Catholic

"We've had the opportunity to decide as an archdio-
cese — through listening sessions and under the lead-
ership and the guidance of the archbishop — what pri-
orities we want to tackle in the next 24 to 60 months."

Meet the envisioning team
Led by Archbishop Paul Coakley,

the archdiocesan envisioning team is
comprised of 13 active members of the
Archdiocese, including three priests,
two nuns and a deacon.

Who they are: Archbishop Paul S.
Coakley; Sandra Castillo; Deacon Roy
Forsythe; Ray Haefele; Father Joe
Irwin; Mike Milligan; George Rigazzi;
Tony Tyler; Sister Barbara Joseph
Foley, CST; Shellie Greiner; Father
Stephen Hamilton; Sister Diane
Koorie, RSM; Father William Novak,
V.G.; and Maria Scaperlanda

What they do: Since July 2012,
the envisioning has met eight times
for six-hour discernment sessions
facilitated by the Catholic Leadership
Institute. The point of these meetings
is to determine the language of the
Archdiocesan sacred purpose, core val-
ues, five-year vision statement, three
priorities and six goals. In September
and November 2012, nearly 900 mem-
bers of the archdiocese participated in

listening sessions to provide creative
input and vital insight into the needs
of parishioners. The envisioning team
has carefully considered that feedback
at their meetings.

Why it matters: The Gospel is the
same for all people, at all times and in
all places - but we each live out our
baptismal calling in a particular time
and as a part of a particular parish
and diocesan community. The envi-
sioning team aims to make it easier
for the members of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City to know, love and
serve the Lord right here, right now.
As envisioning team member Ray
Haefele put it, "This truly gives us a
defined direction and purpose for
every parish and parishioner to apply
to their church and personal life. With
our geographic challenge in this arch-
diocese of being so spread out, this
allows for that shared vision to be
easily communicated with great clari-
ty."

The vision so far 
Last month, the team announced

the sacred purpose of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

Our sacred purpose:
Our sacred purpose, as the people

of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City, is to joyfully witness to our
Catholic faith in central and west-
ern Oklahoma through the teach-
ing, sanctifying and governing min-
istry of Christ and His Church so
that the Body of Christ is made
present, the universal call to holi-
ness proclaimed and all people are
welcomed into the promise of eter-
nal life.

Our core values:
Holiness: We are all called by

Jesus through Baptism to live the
fullness of the Christian life through
conversion, prayer and the sacra-
ments until we see the face of God.

Formation: We nourish the Body
of Christ by teaching the truths of
Scripture and Tradition so that all
may live the fullness of the Catholic
faith.

Service: We are joyful stewards
who generously give of ourselves to
extend the hospitality of Christ to
others and to be enriched by their
gifts.

Catholics Returning Home offers
reentry point for inactive Catholics

Self-described "cradle Catholic"
Connie Fox Moore knows what it's
like to wander from the Catholic
Church. She also knows what it's like
to want to come home.

Moore attended Catholic school
from kindergarten through college,
but she left the Church around the
time she faced a divorce - and stayed
away for about seven years.

"I know that it can be intimidating
and scary to return to the Church,
regardless of the reasons for being
away," Moore says.

The Catholics Returning Home pro-
gram offered Moore a reentry point to
the Church - and, now, as the CRH
program coordinator at St. John the
Baptist Catholic Church, she wants to
extend the same opportunity to others
to come home to the Church.

"I want to do whatever I can to
make someone else's return a little
easier," said Moore. "I want to be
there to welcome them back, let them
know their return is important to all
of us, and to help them find whatever
resources, information or answers
they need to remove any impediments
to their full practice of the Catholic
faith. It is so rewarding to serve as
greeters and witnesses to these
returning Catholics."

Catholics Returning Home is a
parish-based program designed to
reach out and invite non-practice
Catholics to resume active practice of
their faith, according to the CRH web-
site. The program has three major
outreaches a year: around Christmas

with sessions starting in January,
around Easter with sessions starting
after Easter and in the late summer
with sessions starting in September.
The six-week program is a proven,
step-by-step method that gives those
returning to the Church an opportu-
nity to share their stories with each
other, learn more about the faith and
discover ways to become involved in
parish life.

Moore said the January sessions
were effective for those who attended
them.

"Two very devoted Catholic women
had left the church because they
became pregnant out of wedlock,"
Moore relates. "One now was married
and had three children and she and
her husband both came, and they
became members of our parish and
were setting things in motion to have
their children baptized and her hus-
band was considering RCIA."

"Most who come back do so because
they have missed the Eucharist or
participating in the services or the
community, but may feel the Church
doesn't want them back," Moore
added. "Sometimes they only need
someone to invite them to come back."

Both Saint John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Edmond and
Epiphany Parish in Oklahoma City
offer the program. Moore's compatriot
in the promotion of CRH, Judy Reilly,
coordinates the program at Epiphany.
The post-Easter series begins at the
parishes the week of April 7, 2013.
More information is available by call-
ing Saint John's at (405) 340-0691 or
Epiphany at (405) 722-2110.

By Sooner Catholic Staff
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Faith is built by embrace of the Cross
In a Sistine Chapel homily, given to the cardinals who

had elected him pope the evening before, the new bishop of
Rome, reflecting on the dialogue between Jesus and Peter
at Caesarea Philippi (Matt 16:13-25), challenged those
who had just laid a great cross on his shoulders to deepen
their own commitment to Christ crucified:

"...The same Peter who has confessed Jesus Christ says
to him, 'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. I will
follow you, but let us not speak of the Cross. This has
nothing to do with it. I will follow you with other possibili-
ties, without the Cross.

"When we walk without the Cross, when we build with-
out the Cross and when we confess Christ without the
Cross, we are not disciples of the Lord: We are worldly, we
are bishops, priests, cardinals, popes, but not disciples of
the Lord.

"I would like that everyone ... should have the courage,
truly the courage, to walk in the presence of the Lord, with
the Cross of the Lord; to build up the Church upon the
blood of the Lord that was shed upon the Cross; and to
confess the only glory — Christ crucified. And in this way
the Church will move forward."

That challenge to the cardinal-electors applies to
every Catholic, as Preface I of the Passion of the Lord
reminds us:

"For through the saving Passion of your Son,
the whole world has received a heart 
to confess the infinite power of your majesty,
since by the wondrous power of the Cross 
your judgment on the world is now revealed 
and the authority of Christ crucified."
Easter is the axial point of history, the moment

when God demonstrates that his creative purposes have
been vindicated—redeemed—such that the entire cosmic
drama of creation, redemption and sanctification will be
brought to its proper conclusion in the New Jerusalem, at
the Wedding Feast of the Lamb. No Easter, no Easter
faith; no Easter, no Church; at Easter, history and the cos-
mos are re-ordered to the trajectory intended for them "in
the beginning" (Gen 1:1). Still, the Church remembers
throughout Lent that there is no Easter without Good
Friday. Good Friday is not an accidental prelude to Easter;

Good Friday is the essential, divinely-
ordered gateway to Easter.

This has always been hard to accept,
as we see from the dialogue at Caesarea
Philippi to which Pope Francis referred
in his post-election homily. We would
have arranged things differently; we
would have chosen another kind of
Messiah—that theme runs like a bright
thread throughout Lent, in the readings
from the Old and New Testaments that
the Church assigns to the liturgy during
the Forty Days, so that the Church can ponder again the
full panorama of salvation history. And as the Holy Father
suggested in the Sistine Chapel, the temptation to deny
the Cross is perennial; moreover, it is at the root of the
Church's failure to be the credible witness it must be if the
world is to be offered friendship with Jesus Christ.

There is much that needs reforming in the Church, and
true reform, as I describe it in Evangelical Catholicism
(Basic Books), is always Christ-centered and mission-ori-
ented. True reform gives fresh expression to the truth of
Christ crucified; true reform equips the Church for the
more effective proclamation of Christ crucified. That
expression and proclamation ought to be done with joy, for
we are living on the far side of Easter. But Easter can
never be emptied of the passion and deeath of the Lord;
Easter faith must be faith built on an embrace of the
Cross.

So in venerating the Cross on Good Friday, in the first
Holy Week of a pontificate of reform and renewal, the
entire Church remembers the truths expressed in what we
may imagine as the first papal encyclical:

"Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example,
that you should follow in his steps. ... He himself bore our
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed
(1 Pet 2: 21, 24).

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
Weigel's column is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register, Phone: (303) 715-3215.

By George
Weigel

Easter is a surprise at every turn
If you have lived in Oklahoma for a significant period of

time, I'm certain a non-Catholic friend has asked you this
question in one way or another. They want to know, "Why do
you keep Jesus on the cross? Don't you know that he is risen
from the dead?" Certainly, you could explain that the cruci-
fix keeps our mind focused on the person who made the sac-
rifice for our salvation. But there is a better response to
offer.

An empty cross is no proof for the
Resurrection of Christ. It is only a proof that
we run from this mystery at the first chance
we get.

The Jewish officials according to the
Gospels wanted the body removed not
because Jesus was alive on the cross; they
wanted the body removed because it was the
preparation day for the Passover. Without
being crass, the Jewish officials simply want-
ed the messy scene cleaned up before the
great feast. An empty cross proves that the
cross accomplished its purpose — it killed a
man.

The Resurrection is a mystery and a paradox in one.
Christ deputes the 12, and, by extension, the whole Church
to act as witnesses of the Resurrection, but who actually
witnessed the event happen? No one. There is no YouTube
video you can point to and say, "See, at 2:00 min., he's dead
and, at 2:01, he's alive." Only the angels and the Holy
Trinity could have witnessed it in that way.

Further, the Resurrection breaks the very rules of our
existence. You can sum up human history in a simple
phrase — "monuments to ancient corpses." You can count
on death coming for you. When Simon Peter and the
Beloved Disciple appear at the tomb, the empty tomb con-
fuses them because it has never been seen before. As St.
John's Gospel recounts, "(F)or as yet they did not know the

scripture, that he must rise from the dead."
As if this all weren't enough, without assistance, we

couldn't even know the Resurrection happened. Think back
on the Gospel accounts of Christ after the Resurrection.
Notice that Christ never worries about how he is going to
enter a room. One moment, he is apparently absent; the
next he is present. If Christ can pass through time and
space without restriction, then why move the stone in front
of the tomb? He moves it so that we can stand in the barren
but fruitful tomb and wonder at what this means.

Easter is a wondrously dangerous moment
in the Christian calendar. It's the one event in
the year that everyone thinks they can
explain readily and easily. He was dead; now
He lives. While many Catholics go through
the motions of Sunday Mass and taking part
in the religious education programs of the
parish, the reality of the Resurrection makes
little impact on them. Only with a heart in
which the Resurrection is not the central fact
of existence could one say, "I can't change,
there is no hope, I don't know why I bother."
This is a heart that doesn't know the one who

died and rose again.
In her autobiography "Wishful Drinking," Carrie Fisher

tells the story of going to the counselor with her daughter.
Fisher was lamenting to a friend that this was so difficult,
to which her friend replied, "You've done difficult." Well,
who hasn't done difficult?! 

Life can seem full of turmoil because of difficulties. We
who are members of the Body of Christ participate in the
greatest difficulty of life — surviving death. Perhaps, we are
not "successful" in the day-to-day life of a disciple because
we haven't done the one thing necessary — live the death
and Resurrection of Christ, granted us in Baptism. We can
do this only if we invite Christ to empty the tomb that
resides in each one of us.

By Father Shane Tharp
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Former Los Angeles County District Attorney to keynote local
dinner to oppose death penalty

The Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty hosts its 22nd
Annual Membership Meeting and
Awards Dinner this month.

"As Catholics, we are called to
address this issue in Oklahoma," said
Becky VanPool, director of parish out-
reach at Catholic Charities, according
to a news release from OK-CADP.
"The U.S. Catholic bishops call us to
end the death penalty as an impor-
tant step from a culture of death and
a step toward building a culture of
life."

Former Los Angeles County District
Attorney Gil Garcetti will keynote the
event, according to the release.

From 1992 to 2000, Garcetti headed
the largest local prosecutorial office in
the United States with more than
1,100 prosecutors, 200 investigators
and almost 2,000 support staff.

In March 2011, Garcetti wrote an
op-ed in the Los Angeles Times to
express his opposition to the death
penalty.

"I came out saying this is absolutely
crazy and a waste of money," Garcetti

said. "And there's the
issue of possible
innocence."

Garcetti said he
has concluded the
death penalty should
be replaced with life
imprisonment with-
out the possibility of
parole.

"When serving a life sentence, pris-
oners can be … forced to work and
forced to begin to pay restitution,"
Garcetti said. "The biggest death
penalty cost usually is associated with
the appellate process but you can't
underestimate the costs for the incar-
ceration on death row."

Garcetti is particularly concerned
with the effect death row cases have
on families and close friends of the
victim, he said.

"To me, those family members and
friends also became victims of the
crime," Garcetti said. "They face years
of torment thanks to the incredibly
lengthy legal review process required
for all cases in which the death penal-
ty is imposed.”

Garcetti said he thinks eliminating
the death penalty would also enable
state officials to reinvest savings to
finance taxpayers' higher priorities.

2011-2012, the Oklahoma state gov-
ernment spent $27,684 per prisoner
for maximum security, said OK-CADP
co-chair Lydia Polley. As a point of ref-
erence, the state spent $8,058 per stu-
dent for public education.

"The hundreds of millions of dollars
we throw away on this broken system
would be much better spent on help-
ing to solve the unsolved murders,

investing in our kids' schools and by
helping the victims' families to get
their lives back together," he said. "We
cannot bring back a murdered loved
one, but we can help prevent future
similar tragedies by using our very
limited financial resources in smarter
ways than to finance a law that
serves no useful purpose. If you can
focus on working to keep kids in
school and help them to graduate,
you'll reduce crime generally and I'm
sure you'll reduce the number of
homicides."

By Sooner Catholic Staff

The OK-CADP 22nd Annual
Membership Meeting and
Awards Dinner

When: Reception at 5:30 p.m.
and dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 20

Where: The Connor Center of
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help at 3214 N. Lake,
one block west of Western
Avenue and 31st Street

Ticket prices: $45 for adults
and $20 for students; sponsor-
ships are available

To secure a space:
Reservation deadline is Friday,
April 12. Register online at
www.okcadp.org or call (405)
948-1645. Checks payable to
OK-CADP can be sent to P.O.
Box 713, Okla.City, OK 73101.

IF YOU GO

Catholic Advocacy Day to explore
faith and politics at State Capitol

Responsible citizenship is a virtue and partic-
ipation in political life is a moral obligation,
according to the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

To promote that virtue and assist the faithful
in the fulfillment of that moral obligation,
Catholic Charities will sponsor "Catholics
Living Justice Day" at the State Capitol
Thursday, April 18.

"This advocacy day gives Catholics across the
state the opportunity to discuss together the
intersection of our Catholic faith with matters
pending in the public square," according to a
press release from Catholic Charities.

"Through our various pastoral statements, the
Catholic bishops of the United States through
the years have repeatedly reaffirmed the
Church's role in public life," Archbishop Paul S.
Coakley wrote last fall in a series of columns
called "Our Moral Duties as Catholic Citizens"
(available at http://archokc.org).

"We have emphasized our responsibility to
participate in shaping the moral and ethical
character of the society in which we live," he
continued. "We do not do this in a partisan
manner. In fact, Catholics may often feel politi-
cally disenfranchised since no political party,
and few candidates, fully share our comprehen-
sive commitment to the full range of authentic
human goods."

These commitments begin with the protection
of human life and dignity from conception to
natural death, according to the archbishop.
They include the promotion and defense of mar-
riage, the preservation of religious liberty and
the rights of conscience, as well as a host of
other goods such as health care, a just economy
and many concerns that bear directly upon
human flourishing and the common good.

The event will begin with a breakfast at 8:15
a.m. and continue with an address from
Archbishop Coakley. A workshop will follow to

discuss current legislation and policy issues and
to share best practices for meeting with legisla-
tors.

Richard Klinge of Catholic Charities will sum-
marize the status of current legislation of inter-
est in Oklahoma and will review national and
state advocacy issues, including issues related
to life and religious liberty, as well as the ques-
tions of whether to expand Medicaid and how
best to reform the immigration system.

Deacon Jim Smith of Christ the King parish
will facilitate a panel presentation about the
experiences of several Catholics who have used
their voice to advocate on behalf of the vulnera-
ble.

"Participants are also encouraged to invite
their legislators to join them for breakfast at
the event," the news release states.

Catholics Living Justice Day at the State
Capitol

When: 8:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Thursday,
April 18

Where: The Blue Room on the second floor
of the State Capitol building at 22nd Street
and Lincoln Boulevard

Ticket prices: Event is free to the public,
with breakfast provided by Catholic
Charities

To secure a space: Reservation deadline
is April 12. To register or to ask questions,
call Becky VanPool, director of parish out-
reach and program development at Catholic
Charities, at (405) 523-3003 or email bvan-
pool@catholiccharitiesok.org. To find names
and contact information of Oklahoma repre-
sentatives and senators, visit
http://www.oklegislature.gov/.

IF YOU GO

Gil Garcetti
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U.S. court: Marriage definition  less a focus than who defines it

WASHINGTON — In its second day of oral
arguments about aspects of laws related to same-
sex marriage March 27, the Supreme Court spent
little time discussing the actual definition of mar-
riage, focusing instead on issues of jurisdiction,
state's rights, motives behind the federal Defense
of Marriage Act and timing.

The highly anticipated cases -- United States v.
Windsor March 27 and Hollingsworth v. Perry
March 26 -- have stirred effusive national interest
over whether the court will definitively rule on
the legality of same-sex marriage. But the direc-
tion of both days of oral arguments focused little
on what the definition is and more on who has the
authority to define it.

As it did the day before, questioning from the
justices reflected skepticism about the law being
reviewed. Justice Anthony Kennedy, who often
holds the deciding vote in close cases, joined
Justices Stephen Breyer, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan in suggesting
the Defense of Marriage Act, or DOMA, creates
two classes of marriage in the country, those rec-
ognized by the federal government and those that
are not. Ginsburg described the difference as that
between regular milk and a "skim-milk marriage."

DOMA was passed by Congress and signed into
law in 1996. It said no state or political jurisdic-
tion is required to recognize a same-sex marriage
from another jurisdiction. Its Section 3 defines
marriage as between one man and one woman for
the federal government's purposes, such as for
Social Security benefits, federal programs, and
federal estate and income taxes.

In 2011, when a handful of states had legalized
same-sex marriage and about 30 had banned it,
the Obama administration announced that the
attorney general had determined that Section 3 is
unconstitutional as applied to legally married
same-sex spouses. The administration said federal
agencies should continue to enforce the law, but
that the government would no longer defend it in
court.

The court spent nearly a full hour considering
the unusual situation of DOMA being defended
before the court by members of Congress, not the
federal government, which typically would defend
a federal law. The court could decline to rule on
the merits of the case, by finding that the mem-
bers of Congress lack jurisdiction over how a law
they pass is enforced.

Because the administration is not defending
DOMA, its defenders in this proceeding are a
group of members of Congress, known as the
Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group of the U.S.
House of Representatives, known as BLAG.

Vicki Jackson, a Massachusetts attorney
appointed by the court to argue against the case
for considering the case on the merits of DOMA,
told the court that "while it is natural to want to
reach the merits of such a significant issue ... this
natural urge must be put aside because, however
important the constitutional question, Article Ill
prevents its decision here and requires this court
to await another case, another day, to decide the
question."

She noted that the U.S. government got the rul-
ing that it wanted in lower court. Between the two
parties involved in the original lawsuit, the U.S.
government and Edith Windsor, "there is there is
no adversity, they're in agreement, and neither of
them is asking this court to reverse or modify the
judgment below."

The court also heard from deputy solicitor gen-
eral Sri Srinivasan, on behalf of the Obama
administration's position that the court has juris-
diction to decide the case and Paul Clement, who
represented the members of Congress who want
the law upheld. Those discussions focused largely
on who has jurisdiction to defend a federal law
that the administration has decided is unconstitu-

tional, but that has not been overturned.
The court then moved onto the merits of the

claim by a New York woman who says she should
not have had to pay a higher rate in inheritance
taxes because she inherited the estate from her
spouse.

While on one level the case is a dispute between
a taxpayer and the federal government, on anoth-
er, the top federal trial lawyer, the solicitor gener-
al, is arguing that DOMA is unconstitutional.

The law is being challenged by a New York
woman, Edith Windsor, who inherited the estate
of her spouse, Thea Spyer, upon her death. The
two were partners for more than 40 years and
married in Canada in 2007. When Spyer died,
Windsor had to pay $363,000 in federal estate
taxes. Had her spouse been male, she would have
been exempted from that tax.

Much of the discussion in the court went back
and forth about whether DOMA's approach of not
granting any benefits of heterosexual marriage to
those in same-sex marriages is an infringement
on states' rights to define marriage.

Paul Clement, attorney for the Bipartisan Legal
Advisory Group, said DOMA protects the govern-
ment from situations that might arise if, for exam-
ple, a couple in the military was facing a transfer
from a state where their same-sex marriage is rec-
ognized to a state where it is not.

By keeping federal benefits uniform, the govern-
ment avoids problems that might arise if such a
couple was to resist a transfer to a state without
same-sex marriage benefits, Clement said.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops was
among about 30 organizations that filed friend of
the court briefs in support of DOMA. Another 45
filed briefs arguing that DOMA should be over-
turned.

The USCCB said there is "no fundamental right
to marry a person of the same sex. ... Specifically,
civil recognition of same-sex relationships is not
deeply rooted in the nation's history and tradition
-- quite the opposite is true."

A day earlier, the court heard oral arguments in
another case over same-sex marriage.
Hollingsworth v. Perry addresses issues specific to
California, where voters in 2008 approved a con-
stitutional amendment barring same-sex marriage
a few months after the state Supreme Court said
it was unconstitutional to limit marriage to pairs
of a man and a woman.

Questioning by the justices raised the possibili-
ty that they might toss out that case on the issue
of standing, namely whether the people who put
the ballot measure together have a legitimate

right to stand up for the amendment in court.
Another possibility raised by the justices is that

it's too soon for the court to decide whether same-
sex marriage is constitutional. Justice Samuel
Alito noted that the country had been debating
the issue for less time than people have been
using cellphones or the Internet.

Rulings in both cases are expected to be issued
before the court adjourns for the term in late July.

By Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

An artist's rendering shows the U.S. Supreme Court in session for oral arguments in a case challenging
California's Proposition 8 in Washington March 26. The court heard arguments on the constitutionality of
California's law banning same-sex marriage. (CNS photo/Art Lien, Reuters)

RECLAiM offers
addicts help

Archdiocesan church leaders will gather
at the Catholic Pastoral Center April 9 for a
child protection and safe environment work-
shop as an informal part of National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, which recurs each
year in April.

The workshop will feature a presentation
from representatives of RECLAiM, a pro-
gram that provides private, anonymous,
online help for overcoming pornography and
other unhealthy sexual behaviors.

The production and use of pornography is
linked to child abuse in several ways. Not
only do pornographers illegally exploit chil-
dren in the production of child pornography,
but pornography also contributes to the
demand for sex-trafficked persons, including
children. The average age of entry into
pornography and sexual slavery in the
United States is just 12 years old, according
to the U.S. Department of Justice Child
Exploitation and Obscenity Section reports.

Yet, because viewing pornography trig-
gers the brain to release a flood of endor-
phins and other potent neurochemicals such
as dopamine, serotonin and norepinephrine,
pornography creates a chemical dependency
in users - a dependency that can be difficult
to overcome.

That's where RECLAiM comes in: The
program teaches addicts to work with the
brain's natural built-in mechanisms for pos-
itive change. RECLAiM combines The Brain
Science of Change with insights from
Theology of the Body and is rooted in
Catholic teaching. More information is
available at www.reclaimsexualhealth.com.
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Homebody, soccer fan, tango-lover, some papal pastimes revealed
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Here are a few of Pope

Francis' favorite things, which he revealed in a
series of interviews granted while he was arch-
bishop of Buenos Aires.

The interviews are in the book, "Pope Francis:
Conversations with Jorge Bergoglio" by Sergio
Rubin and Francesca Ambrogetti, which was orig-
inally published in 2010 under the title "El
Jesuita" ("The Jesuit"). It is not yet available in
English.

Favorite sports: When he was young, the
future pope played basketball, but he loved going
to the stadium to watch soccer with his whole
family to see their favorite team, San Lorenzo. He
lamented that the fan scene is not what it used to
be. At the worst, "people would yell at the referee
that he was a bum, a scoundrel, a sellout ... noth-
ing in comparison to the epithets they use today,"
he said.

Favorite city: "I love where I live. I love
Buenos Aires." He has traveled in Latin America
and parts of Europe, including Ireland "to
improve my English." However, he said, "I always
try to avoid traveling ... because I'm a homebody"
and got homesick easily.

Favorite way to stay informed: Newspapers.
He said he turned on the radio only to listen to
classical music. He had thought he'd probably
start using the Internet like his predecessor, the
late-Cardinal Juan Carlos Aramburu of Buenos
Aires, did -- "when he retired at 75."

Favorite mode of transport as cardinal
archbishop of Buenos Aires: The subway,
which he would always take to get around
"because it's fast; but if I can, I prefer the bus
because that way I can look outside."

Favorite pastime: As a boy, he liked to collect
stamps. Today, "I really like reading and listening
to music."

Favorite authors and books: "I adore poetry
by (Friedrich) Holderlin," a 19th-century lyric
poet; Alessandro Manzoni's "The Betrothed" ("I
Promessi Sposi"), which he said he has read at
least four times; Dante Alighieri's "The Divine
Comedy"; and anything by Fyodor Dostoevsky and
Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges.

The pope recalled that even though Borges was
an agnostic, "he'd recite the 'Our Father' every
evening because he had promised his mother he
would, and died with a sense of 'religious com-
fort.'"

Favorite music: "Leonore" Overture No. 3 by

Ludwig van Beethoven conducted by the late-
Wilhelm Furtwangler, "who, in my opinion, is the
best conductor of some of (Beethoven's) sym-
phonies and works by Wagner."

Favorite dance style: tango, which he said he
loves "very much. It's something that comes from
within." He said he danced the tango when he
was young "even though I preferred the milonga,"
which is an older form of tango with a faster
rhythm.

Favorite movie: "Babette's Feast" because it
shows the transformation of a group of people
who took denial too far and didn't know what
happiness was, he said. The sumptuous meal
helps free them from their fear of love, he said.
He also likes Italian neorealism films, which often
confronted the social, economic and moral conse-

quence of World War II, but added that as arch-
bishop he didn't have much time to go to the
movies.

Favorite painting: "The White Crucifixion" by
Marc Chagall. The scene "isn't cruel, rather it's
full of hope. It shows pain full of serenity. I think
it's one of the most beautiful things Chagall ever
painted."

Favorite person: His grandmother Rosa, who
helped raise him when he was little, taught him
his first words of Italian and passed on her deep
religious sensibility.

Favorite saint he turns to in time of need:
St. Therese of Lisieux. He kept a photo of her on
his library shelf with a vase of white roses in
front of it. "When I have a problem I ask the
saint, not to solve it, but to take it in her hands
and help me accept it."

Favorite virtue: "The virtue of love, to make
room for others with a gentle approach. Meekness
entices me enormously! I always ask God to grant
me a meek heart," he said.

Worst vice to avoid: "The sin that repulses
me most is pride" and thinking of oneself as a big
shot. He said when it has happened to him, "I
have felt great embarrassment and I ask God for
forgiveness because nobody has the right to
behave like this."

Typical reaction to unexpected announce-
ments: He freezes. When Pope Francis was elect-
ed pope and appeared at the central balcony,
many noticed he looked rather stiff. Turns out
that's how he reacted when he was named auxil-
iary bishop in 1992 and how he reacts "to any-
thing unexpected, good or bad, it's like I'm para-
lyzed," he said.

Things he would rescue in event of a fire:
His breviary and appointment book, which also
contains all of his contacts, addresses and tele-
phone numbers. "It would be a real disaster to
lose them."

"I'm very attached to my breviary; it's the first
thing I open in the morning and the last thing I
close when I go to sleep."

He also keeps tucked safe between its pages his
grandmother's letters and her last words to her
grandkids before she died. She said that in times
of sadness, trouble or loss, to look to the taberna-
cle, "where the greatest and noblest martyr is
kept," and to Mary at the foot of the cross so that
they may "let fall a drop of salve on the deepest
and most painful wounds."

Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, now Pope
Francis, is pictured walking through a subway turnstile
in Buenos Aires in 2008. (CNS photo/Diego Fernandez
Otero, Clarin handout via Reuters)

Pope: Confession is place to experience mercy, grace

VATICAN CITY — In his first
seven homilies, Pope Francis repeat-
edly talked about mercy and grace,
recounting anecdotes about asking
God for forgiveness and ensuring
people that God always is ready to
welcome them back.

When he had lunch on Holy
Thursday with seven priests from
the Diocese of Rome, he made their
part in the mercy-and-grace cycle
explicit: "He said, 'Open the doors of
the church, and then the people will
come in. ... If you keep the light on
in the confessional and are avail-
able, then you will see what kind of
line there is for confession.'"

Msgr. Enrico Feroci, director of
Caritas Rome and one of the priests
who ate with the pope March 28,
told Vatican Radio that Pope Francis
is convinced priests must "open the
doors and allow the people to meet
God."

One place where the doors are
open and the people come seeking

not only forgiveness, but advice and
counsel is the Basilica of St. Peter.
Fourteen Conventual Franciscans
from 10 countries have the full-time
ministry of hearing confessions in
more than a dozen languages; they
are assisted by other priests on
major holy days and when large pil-
grimages arrive.

Conventual Franciscan Father
Rocco Rizzo, rector of the College of
Confessors at St. Peter's, told the
Vatican newspaper that between
150 and 200 people go to confession
in the basilica each day. "There are
some days, like Saturday and
Sunday, when the number is higher."

"Faithful from every social catego-
ry and of every age group coming
from every corner of the globe
approach our confessionals," he said
in a March interview with
L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican
newspaper.

The people coming to the confes-
sionals, he said, "are priests, semi-
narians, religious sisters, lay faithful
and also those searching for truth

and meaning for their lives."
"Sometimes, the faithful of other

religions come — Jews, Muslims,
Buddhists, Hindus, even atheists
and agnostics — often they just
want to talk about the themes of
life, death, the afterlife, peace," he
said.

Father Rizzo said the confessors
have a very specific ministry, which
is not that of being a psychologist,
but ministers who "listen, under-
stand, direct, guide, forgive."

Pope Francis spoke about forgive-
ness again April 2 when he celebrat-
ed an early morning Mass in the
chapel of the Domus Sanctae
Marthae, where he lives. The small
congregation included Vatican police
officers.

The day's Gospel passage was St.
John's account of Mary Magdalene
outside the empty tomb weeping
until the Risen Jesus appears and
tells her to go tell the disciples she
has seen the Lord.

Mary Magdalene was that "sinful
woman" who "had anointed Jesus'

feet and dried them with her hair," a
woman "exploited and despised by
those who believed they were right-
eous," the pope said, according to
Vatican Radio.

But she also was the woman Jesus
said "loved him very much and for
that reason, her many sins were for-
given," the pope said.

At the empty tomb, he said, Mary
Magdalene's hopes are dashed, but
rather than feel like she had failed
again, "she simply cries."

"Sometimes in our lives tears are
the lenses we need to see Jesus,"
Pope Francis said.

Recalling the story of Mary
Magdalene, the pope said, "let us
ask the Lord to give us the grace of
tears -- it's a beautiful grace" -- and
ask for the grace "to be able to say
with our lives, 'I have seen the
Lord,' not because he appeared to
me, but because I saw him with my
heart."

Christian witness, he said, can be
summarized as: "I live this way
because I've seen the Lord."

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
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At St. Charles Borromeo,
Holy Thursday Mass evokes reverence

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 28, 2013) — It was
standing-room only at the 6:30 p.m. Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord's Supper at St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. Yet, the hundreds
of parishioners who crowded the pews maintained an
impressive reverence throughout the entire bilingual
service, which included the traditional "washing of the
feet" and the concluding "transfer of the Blessed
Sacrament" from church to tabernacle.

In his homily, Father Tim Luschen urged the faithful
to ask themselves how they can metaphorically wash
the feet of others in a meaningful way today.

"Let us give ourselves to others, which is indeed
symbolized by the washing of the feet," he said. "If we
follow the Lord, we will live forever."

The choir performed moving and memorable selec-
tions from composers Olivier Messiaen, Jeff Ostrowski,
Thomas Tallis, Ola Gjeilo and Antonio Lotti. While the
majority of the music was modern, the pieces gave
more than a nod to the early periods of Western classi-
cal music - and, in the case of Tallis, drew directly from
them.

"The ministry of sacred music at St. Charles
Borromeo is of integral importance to the liturgy," the
St. Charles Borromeo website proclaims. "The music of
the ordinary of the mass, the propers and hymns draw
the faithful closer to God by allowing them to fully
experience beauty, the power and the mystery that is
the Roman Catholic liturgy."

That mentality was evident at Holy Thursday Mass.
Less familiar, perhaps, than popular hymns, the choral
arrangements - which included measures in plain-
chant-like unison, counterpoint and ambitious four-
part harmonies - showcased the versatility of the choir
and provided meditative themes for worshipers in the
pews.

"It was the angels that first sang 'Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace to people of good will,' the
website says. "When we sing the same today, we join
our voices with them and with hundreds of generations
of believers before us. Organ voluntaries, choir
anthems and motets, as well as vocal and instrumental
pieces, draw the faithful away from the temporal world
and into the foretaste of heaven, assisting them in
their prayer and their worship of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

In annual act of humility, parishioners
remove shoes to venerate Cross

OKLAHOMA CITY (March 29, 2013)
— At the 1:30 p.m. Good Friday service
at St. Joseph Old Cathedral in
Oklahoma City, Father Bruce K.
Natsuhara presided, the plaintive voice
of a violin punctuated the proclamation
of the Gospel and parishioners removed
their shoes to venerate the cross.

The reading of the Passion anchored
the liturgy. Deacon Edward Duclos and
lectors Emilykaye and Michael
Mitchelson read the Gospel in the cus-
tomary parts, pausing after three key
paragraphs as musician Ronda Isaacs'
resonant violin solos filled the cathedral.

"The story (of the Passion) brings hope
- a hope born from the knowledge that
we are loved by God even to death on a
cross," according to the pamphlet provid-
ed at the service. "It is for us … a time
to ponder the immensity of Christ's gift
of Himself."

An estimated 150 people came forward
after the general intercessions and the
exposition of the wood of the cross to
venerate.

"The act of humility (of) removing
shoes, genuflecting and kissing the
Cross (is) a sublime act of the deepest
love for Christ who dies for us," accord-
ing to the pamphlet.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

St. John Nepomuk welcomes 49 to
the Eucharistic table at Easter Vigil
YUKON, OKLA. (March 30, 2013) —

More than 40 candidates and catechu-
mens received Easter sacraments at the
Easter Vigil service at St. John Nepomuk
in Yukon.

As the general congregation remained
seated, the initiates processed from a
blazing fire at the back of the church
through the darkened nave to their seats
in the front pews.

After the service of the light and the
liturgy of the word, the 19 catechumens
stepped one by one into the baptismal
font to receive the sacrament of baptism.
The 22 candidates and eight adult
Catholics joined them on the steps of the
altar to receive the sacrament of
Confirmation. The newly confirmed were
among the first to receive communion
during the liturgy of the Eucharist.

Father William Novak, St. John's pas-
tor and vicar general of the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City, presided at the vigil
against a backdrop of light and live trees.

“Each of them comes with their own

story of faith and, during the nine month
preparation period, I have the privilege of
getting to know them and the opportuni-
ty to share the Catholic faith with those
who are open to it,” Novak said. “It was a
great blessing for me to offer the sacra-
ments of initiation to those I have come
to know. One of them said to me at the
end of the night, ‘Father, it has been the
happiest day of my life.’”

Ann Cook, pastoral associate and Rite
of Christian Initiation coordinator at St.
John's, said she found the ceremony to be
exceptionally moving.

"Every time I have experience the
Easter Vigil as RCIA coordinator, I have
been overwhelmed with joy as I watch
them receive Christ into their bodies,
hearts and souls,” Cook said. “By the end
of the evening, my cheeks hurt from smil-
ing so much!" 

The vibrant and fruitful vigil was rep-
resentative of what occurred in parishes
across the archdiocese in a year when a
record number of candidates and catechu-
mens - 767 - participated in the Rite of
Election.

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Photos by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic
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Heritage Room introduces Year of Faith exhibit

The Heritage Room is a museum in
miniature that showcases the history
of the archdiocese. When the exhibit
on the life and work of Bishop Kelley
ended in February, preparations
began for an exhibit relating to the
Year of Faith. This month, we inter-
viewed George Rigazzi, head of the
project.

SC: How did you become interest-
ed in history, particularly that of our
archdiocese?

GR: Even as a small child, I was
always fascinated by those who have
gone before us. Sadly, I never had a
great history teacher until college,
when Father Joe Murphy of St.
Gregory's lit the fire. He had the gift
of making history come alive, which
helped me to realize that it was
about people and not just statistics
and dates. My interest was piqued
because of the Benedictines' role in
bringing the faith to Oklahoma.

SC: What is the Heritage Room?
GR: The struggles of Oklahoma

Catholics to survive prejudice and
hardships and become productive
and influential citizens are truly
remarkable. The Heritage Room is
designed to give a snapshot of this
Catholic history in Oklahoma. This
is done through photographs, arti-
facts and text. It is my intent that in
the future audio and visual elements
will be added.

SC: How did it get started?
GR: It started in 2005 at the

request of Archbishop Emeritus
Eusebius Beltran to honor the

Centennial of the Diocese of
Oklahoma (as we were known before
1930 when it was changed to the
Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa).
My good friend Jim Weinmann start-
ed the project and continued until his
retirement in 2011.

SC: Tell us about this year's theme.

GR: The theme is Celebrating the

Year of Faith: Oklahoma's Faithful
Pioneers. The contributions of the
Benedictines, Bishop Theophile
Meerschaert, the first women reli-
gious, Bishop Eugene McGuinness,
the mission in Guatemala and
Bishop Victor Reed at Vatican II will
be explored, as well as such figures
as Saint Katherine Drexel, who

played a large role in the develop-
ment of the Church in Oklahoma,
and William Henry Ketcham, an
Oklahoma priest who became head of
the Catholic Indian Bureau in
Washington, D.C. Cristina Speligene,
who teaches design at Tulsa
University, is a very talented graphic
designer who prepares the exhibit. I
provide the photos and text, and she
does the rest. Last year's exhibit won
a design award.

SC: What do you hope people gain
from visiting the Heritage Room?

GR: It is my hope that those who
visit will have a greater understand-
ing of the rich and entertaining histo-
ry of the Church in Oklahoma.

SC: When and how can people
visit?

GR: When the new exhibit is done
(which should be soon), the hours will
be 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Admission is free.
Tours are available on request by
calling George Rigazzi at (405) 721-
5651, ext. 141. Information about the
exhibit opening will be available in
the paper and on the archdiocesan
website.

SC: One more, just for fun. Do you
have a favorite time period/historical
figure that you study?

GR: My favorite time period is
1919-45, between the wars, as well as
World War II itself. Not only am I
intrigued by the Church during this
period, but by all that led to war and
our response as a country. I think
I've read about everything there is to
read about Franklin Roosevelt.

Q and A with Director of Family Life George Rigazzi
By Sooner Catholic Staff

Catholic News Service Review of recent DVD and Blu-ray releases 

NEW YORK — The following are
capsule reviews of new and recent
DVD and Blu-ray releases from
Catholic News Service. Theatrical
movies have a Catholic News Service
classification and Motion Picture
Association of America rating. These
classifications refer only to the the-
atrical version of the films below, and
do not take into account the discs'
extra content.
"Lincoln" (2012) 

Daniel Day-Lewis' bravura per-
formance in the title role is the high-
light — but by no means the only
asset — of director Steven Spielberg's
splendid historical drama. The plot
focuses on the Civil War president's
passionate yet wily struggle, during
the closing days of that conflict, to
steer a constitutional amendment
abolishing slavery through Congress.
Aided by his secretary of state,
William Seward (David Strathairn),
but distracted by his troubled person-
al life — Sally Field plays his famous-
ly high-strung wife, Mary — Lincoln
uses rhetoric to win over his hesitant
Cabinet and patronage to woo his
opponents. The trajectory of the tale

is, by its nature, uplifting, while
Lincoln's multifaceted personality --
which encompassed idealism, political
shrewdness, melancholy, humor and
even a few endearing foibles — is
vividly illuminated in Tony Kushner's
screenplay. The educational value and
moral import of the film may make it
acceptable for older adolescents.
Intense but mostly bloodless battle-
field violence, a scene involving sev-
ered limbs, cohabitation, about a
dozen uses of profanity, racial slurs, a
couple of rough terms, occasional
crude and crass language. Spanish
language and titles options. The
Catholic News Service classification
is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG-
13 — parents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be inappropriate
for children under 13. (DreamWorks
Home Entertainment; also available
on Blu-ray) 
"Parental Guidance" (2012) 

Family comedy stars Billy Crystal
and Bette Midler as grandparents
babysitting for — and trying to con-
nect with — a trio of grandchildren
(Bailee Madison, Joshua Rush and
Kyle Harrison Breitkopf) they've
barely seen before. Though they obvi-

ously mean well, director Andy
Fickman and screenwriters Lisa
Addario and Joe Syracuse produce
some very stale and predictable situa-
tions. Childish scatological humor.
Spanish language and titles options.
The Catholic News Service classifica-
tion is A-I — general patronage. The
Motion Picture Association of America
rating is PG — parental guidance
suggested. Some material may not be
suitable for children. (20th Century
Fox Home Entertainment; also avail-
able on Blu-ray) 
"The Sandlot" (20th Anniversary
Blu-ray Edition; 1993) 

An adult recalls how baseball influ-
enced his life in the summer of 1962
when, as a newcomer in town, the 11-
year-old boy (Tom Guiry) makes
friends with a scruffy gang of young-
sters who introduce him to the
national pastime's craft and lore by
playing their heart out every day on a
sandlot behind whose left field fence
lurks a fearsome canine. Director
David Mickey Evans' strained por-
trayal of the events of that summer
rarely measures up to the narrator's
supposed fond memories of them and
its packaging of sentimentalized nos-
talgia is too superficial to provide any

genuine insights into pre-teen friend-
ships, fears, anxieties and sexual
awakenings. Some fantasy menace,
occasional coarse language and a few
mild sexual references. Spanish-lan-
guage and titles options. The Catholic
News Service classification is A-II —
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating
is PG — parental guidance suggested.
Some material may not be suitable
for children. (20th Century Fox Home
Entertainment; also available on Blu-
ray) 
"Hell's Half Acre" (1954) 

Muddled melodrama in which a
war widow (Evelyn Keyes) comes to
Hawaii after her husband (Wendall
Corey) turns up suspected of murder-
ing his mistress (Nancy Gates).
Directed by John H. Auer, the picture
centers on the husband who became a
racketeer after escaping death at
Pearl Harbor and his attempt to trap
the real killer (Philip Ahn) in the
Honolulu red light district of the title.
Stylized violence and sexual situa-
tions. The Catholic News Service clas-
sification is A-III — adults. Not rated
by the Motion Picture Association of
America. (Olive Films; also available
on Blu-ray) 

By John Muldering
Catholic News Service
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Trusts
Planning for taxes is just one of many important considerations when reviewing

long-range financial plans. Another concern might be the inability of one or more
heirs to manage property left to them because of age, incapacity or other factors. Or,
another concern might be privacy of the terms of your financial plan.

To address these concerns, trusts are one of the oldest and most widely used estate
planning tools. A living trust avoids the cost of probate, is an easy way to distribute
assets at your death and is private in that the distribution of assets under the terms of
the trust is not subject to the publicity given to wills in probate proceedings. Since a
living trust is revocable, it has no income tax consequences during your lifetime; no
separate tax return is even filed and all trust income is reported under your social
security number. You can also use trusts and other estate planning tools to arrange for
special gifts that will benefit your charitable interests only after your needs and the
needs of your loved ones have been met.

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

For more information on Planned Giving, contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

CORNERSTONE

Catholic Foundation plans golf 
tournament to benefit Catholic schools

The official tee time is about two
months away, but the staff and volun-
teers of the Catholic Foundation of
Oklahoma have already adopted their
angle of approach to the organization's
12th Annual Golf Classic: They aim to
raise a record number of dollars for the
Catholic schools of the archdiocese and
thereby participate in the "new evan-
gelization" encouraged by Pope John
Paul II and Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI.

"Handing on the Catholic faith to
young people is an essential part of the
Church's mission to evangelize,"
Archbishop Paul Coakley said in his
vision for Catholic schools. "Our
Catholic schools — by  virtue of the
instruction, formation and witness that
they provide — are a privileged place
of evangelization. We invest and sacri-
fice so much in support of our Catholic
schools for the sake of this missionary mandate. It is for
the sake of evangelization."

Since its inception in 2002, the Golf Classic has raised
more than $330,000 for the Catholic Schools Endowment
Fund at the archdiocese. Last year, the Classic netted a lit-
tle more than $76,000.

Along the way, both the organizers and the contenders
for the Golf Classic title have had their fair share of fun.

"The Golf Classic has evolved into a day of fun, fellow-
ship and great golf for the participants and volunteers who
attend," said Jaimee Zorio, a CFO board member and
chairman of the Golf Classic Committee. "The event not
only includes golf on one of Oklahoma City's premier golf
courses (Gaillardia Country Club in Oklahoma City), but
the day is capped with a wine and cheese celebration for
spouses or guests of the golfers and an awards dinner and
auction."

Always, though, the participants remember just why
they play the game.

"At the core of the event is the beneficiary of the net pro-
ceeds, our Catholic schools in the archdiocese," said Barney
Semtner, executive director of the Catholic Foundation.
"Half of the proceeds go directly to the 21 schools and the
other half goes to the endowment fund, which has a goal to
reduce school tuition throughout the archdiocese and to
make it more affordable to more Catholic families."

At the moment, Zorio and the rest of the Golf Classic
Committee are busy assembling a team of backers led by
presenting sponsors Karen and Ken Kenworthy.

Love's, MidFirst Bank, and Zorio herself, along with her
husband, Charles, are among the 2013 Flight Sponsors.
Rick Jones GMC Buick will sponsor a Win-a-Car with a

Hole-in-One contest.
"We gave away a car several years

ago to a winner of the Hole-in-One con-
test," Semtner said. "That was truly an
exciting day."

The Committee is also recruiting
additional help for the event.

"It takes a dedicated team of volun-
teers to make the Golf Classic a great
event," Zorio said. "We need hole sit-
ters, signage placers, photographers,
registration desk volunteers, cashiers,
and awards dinner and auction volun-
teers. It takes about 25 volunteers in
total to make the event run. We could
not do it without them."

It's all a part of the mission of the
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma,
which aims "to procure and build
endowment funds while serving as a
permanent organization for the man-
agement and administration of funds

given to the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City for the advance-
ment and expansion of the Catholic Church in central and
western Oklahoma," according to Semtner.

"We have become strong advocates for responsible stew-
ardship in individual estate planning and, specifically, the
Foundation promotes education-related programs that
include scholarships and educational grants," Semtner
said. "The Golf Classic is but one of these programs that
allow us to share our faith. As our slogan says, 'We contin-
ue to invest in the future of our faith.'"

Presenting Sponsor: GMX
Resources Inc.

Flight Sponsors: Love's,
MidFirst Bank, Charles and
Jaimee Zorio 

Golf Ball Sponsor: Wells Fargo
Advisors /St. Katharine Drexel
Retirement Center.

Double Eagle Sponsors: Bank
of Oklahoma, Heritage Trust
Company, Lawter and Associates,
David and Cathey Cooper,
Gallagher Benefit Services, Mercy
Health Center and Walters Power
International/Mark Ruffin  

Premium Hole Sponsors:
Reverend James Greiner; Dr. Joe
Otto for St. Mary's School, Ponca
City; Ron Conner, Cole and Reed;
Tish and Doug Eason; and Phil
Brockhaus, Peters and Chandler

Classic Hole Sponsors:
Anderson and House, Inc.; Alan
and Kathy Aneshansley; Asset
Services Company LLC; BancFirst;
Boaz and Associates P.C.; Catapult
Learning; Computer Dealers and
Recyclers Global, Inc.; Crowe and
Dunlevy; Dental Depot; Eide
Bailly; First Commercial Bank;
Foot Clinic of El Reno; Gregory W.
Group; Gerald E. Kelley LLC;
Longhorn Service Co.; Medley
Material Handling; Montag and
Caldwell; Nash and Company, P.C.;
Nashert Constructors; Rocket
Color, Inc.; Smith and Kernke
Funeral Homes and Crematory;
Synergy DataCom Supply, Inc.;
Todd Veredus Asset Management;
Tyler Media; United Mechanical
Service; and Wedge Capital
Management

Special Donors/In-Kind
Sponsors: Justice Golf Car
Company; Rick Jones GMC/Buick
of Yukon; Top of the World Caps;
Gaillardia Country Club and Tyler
Signs.

Live and Silent Auction
Donors: Archbishop Paul Coakley;
Pat Bates, Gaillardia Golf
Academy; John Baransy; Mary
Beadles; Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School; Greg Burns
Fine Art; Brenda Cobb; Pat Smith-
Goodyear Tires; Russ Farley; Ralph
Frederickson, InterBank;
Gaillardia Country Club; Mr and
Mrs. A.J. Hudacko; Dean Imel;
Joe's Fine Wine and Liquor; Dr.
Charles Lawrence; Mary McAnulty;
Reverend John Metzinger, Our
Lady's Cathedral; Mitchener
Farrand Jewelers; Carl and Anita
Milam; Dr. Amel Moorad and
Cathey Sandler; Mount Saint Mary
Catholic High School; Nancy's in
Northpark; Jill and Bob Nisbet;
OSU Foundation-Sue Reel; OU
Athletic Department; Andy and
Karen Rieger; David Riesenberg,
Belle Isle Brewery; Barney and
Gayle Semtner; Sacred Heart
Catholic Gift Store; St. Thomas
More Catholic Gifts; Tony Tyler;
Leonard Taron; Winstar Golf
Course; and Jaimee Zorio.

CFO thanks  last
year’s sponsors

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Golf Classic
When: Morning and afternoon starts on

Monday, June 3, 2013
Where: Gaillardia Country Club in Oklahoma

City
Why: To benefit Catholic schools and evangel-

ize Catholic youth
Sponsorship Information: Sponsor levels

include Flight Sponsor ($5,000), Awards Dinner
Sponsor ($3,500), Goodie Bag Sponsor ($2,800),
Double Eagle Sponsor ($2,200), Team Hole
Sponsor ($1,500), Premium Hole Sponsor ($500)
and Hole Sponsor ($300). In-kind donations for
goodie bags and auction items also much appreci-
ated. For more information, please contact the
Catholic Foundation at (405) 721-4115 or visit
www.cfook.org.

IF YOU GO
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Estamos en un momento crítico de coyuntura en América. El futuro del ma-
trimonio, la familia y la sociedad están sosteniéndose precariamente en una
balanza. En la actualidad la Corte Suprema de EE.UU. está considerando
desafíos a las leyes estatales y federales que definen el matrimonio como la
unión entre un hombre y una mujer. No hace muchos años la posibilidad de
redefinir el matrimonio hubiera parecido inimaginable.

Estar en  la ola de poderosas fuerzas culturales impulsadas por los medios
de comunicación, es notable como ha cambiado con rapidez la marea de la
opinión pública en un asunto de importancia tan fundamental como lo es el
matrimonio. No hay una estructura en la sociedad más digna de protección que
el matrimonio y la familia. El matrimonio es una relación personal, pero con un
significado público. Es por esta razón que el Estado siempre ha mantenido un
interés en la regulación y perseverancia del matrimonio. Se ha preocupado no
sólo por el bien de los cónyuges, pero especialmente con lo que es bueno para
los hijos nacidos del matrimonio.

Pero el Estado no es el árbitro terminante del matrimonio. El matrimonio
viene de la mano de Dios que Creó, Dios al ser humano a imagen suya, a ima-
gen de Dios le creó, macho y hembra los creó. (Gén. 1:27). "Por eso el hombre
deja a su padre y a su madre para unirse a su mujer, y pasan a ser una sola
carne". (Gén. 2:24). Dios los bendijo, y les ordena: "Sean fecundos y multi-
plíquense" (Gén. 1:28). Este es el plan de Dios para el matrimonio. Por su
mutuo regalo de sí, el marido y la esposa cooperan con Dios trayendo a niños a
la vida y cuidar de ellos. Hace varios años los obispos de Estados Unidos escri-
bieron: "El matrimonio es una institución básica humana y social. A pesar de
que ha sido regulado por las leyes civiles y leyes de la iglesia, no se origino de
la iglesia o el estado, sino de Dios. Por lo tanto, ni la Iglesia ni el Estado pueden
alterar el significado y la estructura básica del matrimonio".

Entonces, ¿qué es el matrimonio? Tal como se entiende en la tradición judeo-
cristiana y que refleja la ley natural, el matrimonio es la unión fiel, exclusiva y
de por vida entre un hombre y una mujer unidos en una íntima comunión de
vida y amor. En y a través de sus cónyuges se unen y complementan el uno al
otro y a la responsabilidad maravillosa de traer hijos al mundo y cuidar de
ellos. El matrimonio es un bien que beneficia no sólo a los cónyuges, pero a los
hijos nacidos del matrimonio, así como el bien común de la sociedad.

Ya el lema "La igualdad de matrimonio" se ha abierto camino en el léxico
común del idioma político. Esta es una estrategia brillante de mercadeo, así
como en el dicho "pro-elección". ¿Quién está en contra de elección? ¿Quién está
en contra de la igualdad? Pero no se trata de una elección o de la igualdad,
¿verdad? Hay cuestiones más profundas involucradas que están siendo enmas-
caradas por eslogan agradables. La frase "igualdad en el matrimonio" ya
plantea la pregunta. Asume que hay más de un tipo de matrimonio. Uniones
del mismo sexo y el matrimonio no son lo mismo. No pueden ser iguales. Los
intentos de redefinir el matrimonio a fin de lograr que otras relaciones lo

equivalgan devalúan la exclusividad del matri-
monio y la debilita. Cualquier debilitamiento
de esta institución social básica, por cualquier
medio, ya ha cobrado un costo demasiado alto
para los niños, para las familias y para la
sociedad.

Los argumentos actuales de la redefinición
del matrimonio se centran exclusivamente en
las necesidades de los adultos y su cumplimien-
to. Considera al matrimonio como una relación
privatizada no se orientada hacia los niños ni
conectada con la comunidad. Por el contrario, la
estructura natural de la sexualidad humana hace al hombre y a la mujer socios
complementarios para la transmisión de la vida humana. El compromiso per-
manente y exclusivo del matrimonio es el único contexto digno de amor conyu-
gal que Dios creó con el fin de servir a la transmisión de la vida humana,
proveer para el bienestar de los niños y, al mismo tiempo, profundizar la unión
entre marido y mujer. Mantiene unidos en la reverencia el dar amor y dador de
vida, que son dimensiones constitutivas del matrimonio.

¿Pero no es la defensa del matrimonio tradicional intolerante e injusto? Para
mantener el plan de Dios para el matrimonio no es atacar la dignidad de las
personas homosexuales. Las personas homosexuales, de acuerdo con el
Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica deben ser "acogidos con respeto, compasión y
delicadeza” (2358). Las personas homosexuales no deben ser nunca víctimas de
discriminación injusta. El mantenimiento de la definición tradicional de matri-
monio como una unión entre un hombre y una mujer no es discriminatorio. El
matrimonio y las uniones del mismo sexo son realidades esencialmente difer-
entes. Simplemente cambiar la etiqueta no altera esa realidad. La Iglesia
católica y la Sagrada Escritura siempre han visto la actividad sexual fuera del
matrimonio como inmoral y contraria a la ley de Dios: incluidos actos forni-
cación, adulterio y homosexualidad. Prescindiendo de esta preocupación funda-
mental moral por el bien de hacer de este punto, hay otras maneras que esta-
dos han elegido para extender beneficios a parejas del mismo sexo sin intentar
una redefinición de la institución social básica del matrimonio.

La prisa aparente de redefinir el matrimonio debe de alzar banderas rojas de
alerta sobre las posibles consecuencias de una mayor erosión de la libertad reli-
giosa. Las agencias de Caridades Católicas en varios estados ya se han visto
obligadas a retirar el ofrecer servicios de adopción porque no podían colocar a
los niños con parejas homosexuales sin violar sus creencias religiosas.

El intento de redefinir el matrimonio es construir una estructura sobre la
arena. No puede soportarla. Se va a colapsar. Y sólo Dios sabe qué otros bienes
básicos de la sociedad, como la libertad religiosa, pueden ser derribados con
ella.

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Si no es el plan de Dios, ¿de quién es?
Lánzate a lo más Profundo Luke 5:4

A la Vuelta de cada Esquina, una Sorpresa
Si usted ha vivido en Oklahoma

por un período significativo de tiem-
po, estoy seguro de que un amigo no
católico le ha hecho esta pregunta, de
una manera u otra. Ellos quieren
saber, "¿Por qué mantienen a Jesús
en la cruz? ¿No saben que ha resuci-
tado de entre los muertos?”

Ciertamente, se podría explicar
que el crucifijo mantiene nuestra
mente enfocada en la persona que
hizo el sacrificio por nuestra sal-
vación. Pero podemos ofrecer una
mejor respuesta.

Una cruz vacía no es prueba de la
Resurrección de Cristo. Es sólo una
prueba de que huimos de este miste-
rio en la primera oportunidad que
tenemos.

Los funcionarios judíos de acuerdo
con los Evangelios querían que el
cuerpo se removiera no porque Jesús
estuviera vivo en la cruz, sino porque
era el día de preparación para la
Pascua. Sin ser grosero, los oficiales
judíos simplemente querían que el
desorden de la sangrienta escena del
Calvario fuera limpiado antes de la
gran fiesta. Una cruz vacía demues-
tra que la cruz logró su
propósitomató a un hombre.

La resurrección es un misterio y

una paradoja a la vez.
Cristo delega a los 12,
y por extensión, a
toda la Iglesia, para
actuar como testigos
de la Resurrección,
pero, ¿quiénes en rea-
lidad fueron los testi-
gos de lo ocurrido en
el susodicho evento?
Nadie. No hay vídeo
de YouTube que se
pueda señalar y
donde dice: "Mira, a las dos horas del
tercer día está muerto y a las dos
horas y un minuto está vivo." Sólo los
ángeles y la Santísima Trinidad
pudieron haber sido testigo de esa
manera.

Además, la Resurrección rompe las
reglas mismas de nuestra existencia.
Se puede resumir la historia humana
en una simple frase: monumentos a
cadáveres antiguos. A todos les
corresponde morir. Cuando Simón
Pedro y el discípulo amado aparecen
en la tumba, la tumba vacía los con-
funde, ya que nunca se había visto
algo semejante antes. En el
Evangelio de San Juan relata: "...
pues hasta entonces no habían
entendido la Escritura, que Jesús
debía resucitar de entre los muertos."

Como si todo esto
fuera poco, sin ayuda, ni
siquiera pudiéramos
saber que la
Resurrección ocurrió.
Piense en los relatos del
Evangelio sobre Cristo
después de su
Resurrección. Nótese
que Cristo nunca se
preocupa por la forma
en que va a entrar en
una habitación. En un

momento, él está aparentemente
ausente, y al siguiente está presente.
Si Cristo puede pasar a través del
tiempo y el espacio sin restricción,
entonces ¿por qué mover la piedra a
la entrada del sepulcro? Él mueve la
piedra para que podamos estar de
pie en la tumba estéril pero fruc-
tífera y ponderar sobre que pueda
significar todo esto.

La Pascua es un momento maravi-
llosamente peligroso en el calendario
cristiano. Es el único evento en el
año en que todos piensan que pueden
explicar fácil y rápidamente. Estaba
muerto, pero ahora vive. Mientras
que muchos católicos pasan por las
formalidades de la Misa Dominical y
la participación en los programas de
Educación Religiosa de la parroquia,

la realidad de la Resurrección hace
poco impacto sobre ellos. Sólo una
persona, con un corazón vacío de
Cristo Resucitado como su centro
existencial, podría decir: "No puedo
cambiar, no hay esperanza, no sé por
qué me molesto." Este es un corazón
que no conoce a Aquel que murió y
resucitó.

Carrie Fisher, en su autobiografía
"Wishful Drinking", cuenta la histo-
ria de visitar a una consejera con su
hija. Fisher se lamentaba con un
amigo de que era muy difícil, a lo que
su amigo le respondió: "Usted ya ha
hecho cosas difíciles antes." Bueno,
¡¿y quién no ha hecho cosas difíciles
antes?!

La vida puede parecer llena de
confusión debido a las dificultades.
Nosotros, que somos miembros del
Cuerpo de Cristo participamos en la
mayor dificultad de la vida: el haber
sobrevivido a la muerte. Tal vez, no
somos "todo un éxito" en la vida
diaria como discípulos, porque no
hemos hecho la única cosa necesaria
- vivir la muerte y Resurrección de
Cristo, que nuestro Bautismo nos
concedió. Podemos hacer esto sólo si
invitamos a Cristo a vaciar la tumba
que se encuentra en cada uno de
nosotros.

Por el Padre Shane Tharp
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Cortas enseñanzas de apologética Católica
Dejamos en suspenso hace quince días el tema

del PRIMADO DE PEDRO, que hoy por hoy es de
una actualidad enorme. Los hermanos no católicos
en su interpretación sesgada de la Sagrada
Escritura, lo que no encuentran expresamente o
literalmente en la Biblia; o no es cierto o por lo
menos hay que ponerlo en duda. Como es el caso
del purgatorio, bautismo de niños, Pedro como
primer papa etc. Afirmando que la Iglesia se
inventa doctrinas no bíblicas y si, sacadas de
tradiciones humanas y otro sin fin de calumnias y
mentiras que insultan  la inteligencia y a la
misma historia. Pero nada más lejos de la reali-
dad. La Iglesia no inventa dogmas; ni doctrinas
basadas en tradiciones de hombres. La Iglesia
enseña de acuerdo a la Biblia, a la historia y al
estudio que realiza el magisterio eclesial en cabeza
del papa y los obispos.

Entremos al fundamento Bíblico sobre el prima-
do de Pedro. La Biblia es el referente por antono-
masia para sostener y dar crédito a la doctrina
católica. La Iglesia jamás enseña algo que no esté
soportado y realmente contextualizado en las
Sagradas Escrituras. La Iglesia enseña lo que
enseñó Jesús y después sus apóstoles. Eso se
llama DEPOSITO DE LA FE en su sana doctrina.
Podría extenderme un poco en estos fundamentos,
pero no importa, lo haremos para solidificar mejor
las bases de dichos fundamentos.

Iniciaremos con algo que tal vez muchos no
conozcan muy bien. Son las llamadas profesáis
petrinas del Antiguo Testamento.

Zacarías 6,12-13. "Y le hablas de esta manera:
Así dice Yahveh Sebaot: He aquí un hombre cuyo

nombre es germen: debajo de el
habrá germinación (y el edificara
el templo de Yahveh). El edificara
el templo de Yahveh; el llevara
las insignias reales, se sentara y
dominara en su trono; habrá un
sacerdote a su derecha, y consejo
de paz habrá entre ellos dos."
Nos muestra este pasaje como
será la relación entre Cristo y el
sacerdote. Será un consejo de
paz, una sola cabeza, una unidad. Génesis 49,10-
11. "No se irá de Judá el báculo, el bastón de
mando de entre tus piernas. Hasta tanto que se le
traiga el tributo y a quien rinda en homenaje las
naciones; el que ata a la vid su burro y a la cepa el
pollino de su asna; lava en vino vestimenta y san-
gre de uvas su sayo." "Y sobre él siguió la línea del
pueblo de Dios, el remanente: Yahve se alió en
gran manera contra Israel y los apartó  de su ros-
tro, quedando solamente la tribu de Judá." (2
Reyes 17,18 ; Oseas 1; Jueces 1,1-2) A su vez cuan-
do llego Aquel(Jesucristo), llamo a 12 apóstoles
(Marcos3,13-19) pero solo a uno se le dijo: "Y yo a
mi vez te digo que tu eres Pedro, y sobre esta
piedra edificaré mi Iglesia y las puertas del infier-
no no prevalecerán contra ella. A ti te daré las
llaves del Reino de los cielos y lo que ates en la
tierra quedara atado en el cielo y lo que desates en
la tierra quedara desatado en el cielo." (Mateo
16,18-19).

-Jacob llamó a sus 12 hijos, los que formarían
las 12 tribus de Israel, una vez llamados sola-
mente a uno le dio una promesa.

-Cristo iba con 12 apóstoles, pero solamente
llama a uno Bienaventurado y solamente a uno le
da una promesa.

-Te alabaran tus hermanos, se inclinaran ante
ti.

-Serás la roca sobre la que la Iglesia del Dios
vivo, se edificara.

-El báculo, el bastón no se apartara de ti hasta
que venga Cristo.

-Tendrás las llaves del Reino de los cielos, hasta
que venga Cristo otra vez.

-Dios solo se quedo con la tribu de Judá.
-Las puertas del infierno no derrotaran jamás a

la Iglesia. Sobre Pedro permaneció el pueblo de
Dios.

Veremos ahora otra profecía. Isaías 20,21-22.
"Aquel día llamaré a mi siervo Elyaquim de
Jilquias. Le revestiré de tu túnica le sujetare, tu
autoridad pondré en su mano, y será el un padre
para los habitantes de Jerusalén y para la casa de
Judá. Pondré la llave de la casa de David sobre su
hombro; abrirá y nadie cerrara, cerrara y nadie
abrirá." Esta profecía se cumple en Mateo 16,16-
18.

Continuaremos sobre el primado de Pedro en el
próximo artículo. Bendiciones hermanos.

El Padre Raúl Sánchez, original de Bogotá,
Colombia incardinado a esta Arquidiócesis de
Oklahoma City es Pastor Asociado en la Parroquia
San Pedro Apóstol en Guymon, Oklahoma. El
Padre Sánchez es abogado en Derecho y Ciencias
Políticas de la Universidad la Gran Colombia, de
su país. Y es Licenciado en Teología del Seminario
Mayor de Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Por Padre
Raúl Sánchez

Tres sacerdotes que hablan español llegarán 
a la Arquidiócesis de este verano 

Tres sacerdotes de una comunidad religiosa
mexicana llegarán a la Arquidiócesis de
Oklahoma City este verano para asumir el cuida-
do pastoral de la Iglesia Católica del Sagrado
Corazón en Oklahoma City, anunció este mes el
Arzobispo Pablo Coakley.

"Tenemos ambas una oportunidad y una
responsabilidad para fortalecer nuestro cuidado
pastoral de los católicos de lengua española, que
representan el segmento de mayor crecimiento de
la población católica en Oklahoma," dijo el arzo-
bispo.

"La invitación para recibir a tres sacerdotes de
la Confraternidad Sacerdotal de Operarios del
Reino de Cristo en la arquidiócesis — y encomen-
darles el cuidado pastoral de la pa-
rroquia del Sagrado Corazón — es un
elemento de lo que será una respues-
ta pastoral más amplia," dijo el arzo-
bispo.

Los sacerdotes — cuyos nombres el
arzobispo no ha recibido aún — prob-
ablemente llegarán el o cerca del 1º
de julio. Todos tienen el español como
su primer idioma y por lo menos uno
de ellos tendrá un buen dominio del inglés, según
los términos del acuerdo entre la arquidiócesis y
la confraternidad.

Los sacerdotes servirán en el Sagrado Corazón
y dentro de la arquidiócesis con el permiso del
arzobispo, pero también tendrán una superior
local en su casa en Oklahoma City, así como a un
superior regional  de la Confraternidad.

"Van a tener su propia vida comunitaria, pero
serán integrados en el presbiterio de la
arquidiócesis, así como a la cultura de la
arquidiócesis y a la cultura de la parroquia del
Sagrado Corazón de Jesús," dijo el Arzobispo
Coakley.

El Sagrado Corazón tiene la población hispana
más grande de cualquier parroquia de la
arquidiócesis.

"Es una parroquia fuerte, vibrante y es el tipo
de parroquia que creo que tal vez pueda benefi-
ciarse más con este tipo de liderazgo pastoral,"
dijo el arzobispo. "Vamos a trabajar con la parro-
quia, la escuela y con los sacerdotes que vienen
para facilitar una transición suave y completa tan
pronto como sea posible."

El actual párroco del Sagrado Corazón el Padre
Roberto Quant, quien caracteriza a los miembros
de su parroquia como jóvenes y llenos de entusi-
asmo para aplicar la fe a la vida en los Estados
Unidos, extendió una invitación a la confrater-
nidad para enviar miembros a Oklahoma para
visitar al Sagrado Corazón en mayo.

Mientras que los miembros de la confraternidad
que harán la visita en ese entonces, no necesaria-
mente serán los sacerdotes que llegaran a servir

en la arquidiócesis de tiempo completo en julio, el
viaje permitirá a los miembros de la confrater-
nidad de probar el "sabor" de la parroquia y
transmitir un sentir del Sagrado Corazón a sus
hermanos sacerdotes, dijo el Padre Quant.

El director Arquidiocesano de la Oficina del
Ministerio Hispano Pedro Moreno, quien trabajó
con los miembros de la confraternidad en un tra-
bajo anterior en Texas, dijo que él también hará lo
que pueda para facilitar la transición.

"Queremos que estos sacerdotes se enamoren de
Oklahoma City," dijo Moreno. "Vamos a hacer todo
lo posible para asegurarnos de que esto suceda."

Cuando Moreno asumió el cargo de director del
ministerio hispano hace siete meses, el arzobispo
estaba llevando a cabo sesiones de escucha como
parte de un proceso de 13 meses para discernir y

proclamar una visión
mutuamente compartida
para la arquidiócesis.

A lo largo de las sesiones
de escucha, los católicos
hispano parlantes en todo
el estado en repetidas oca-
siones dijeron que quería ir
a confesión, asesoramiento
y dirección espiritual con
sacerdotes que compartie-
ran su lengua materna.

"El arzobispo esta com-
prometido a dar una
respuesta pastoral adecuada a la creciente pre-
sencia de nuestros hermanos y hermanas his-
panos en la arquidiócesis," dijo Moreno.

El Padre Quant dijo lo mismo.
"El arzobispo como el padre espiri-

tual de todas las personas de la
arquidiócesis se está asegurando de
que las necesidades de la comunidad
hispana se están cumpliendo," dijo el
Padre Quant.

La Confraternidad Sacerdotal de
Operarios del Reino de Cristo, funda-

da en 1963 en México, bajo los auspicios de la
Conferencia Episcopal Mexicana, celebra su 50º
aniversario este año.

Según la ley canónica, la confraternidad no es
una orden religiosa, sino "una sociedad de vida
apostólica" -- una comunidad de sacerdotes que
comparten una espiritualidad y un propósito
común. En este caso, ese propósito es "responder a
las necesidades misioneras de la Iglesia, propor-
cionando sacerdotes a las diócesis con más necesi-
dad y (así) extender el Reino de Cristo," de acuer-
do a Moreno.

La sociedad es "de derecho pontificio," lo que
significa que la Santa Sede ha aprobado su consti-
tución.

Tina Korbe Dzurisin es la directora de comuni-
caciones de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City.

Por Tina Korbe Dzurisin

Padre Roberto Quant

"Tenemos ambas una oportunidad y una res-
ponsabilidad para fortalecer nuestro cuidado pastoral
de los católicos de lengua española, que representan
el segmento de mayor crecimiento de la población
católica en Oklahoma," dijo el arzobispo.
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CatholicMatch.com helps singles build strong marriages

The online dating website
CatholicMatch.com boasts more than
1 million monthly visitors, among
them singles of all ages. Unmarried
people are finding it difficult to date
in a secular world, a reality that
accounts for the website's popularity.
CatholicMatch seeks to promote the
value of faith in dating, and, most
importantly, the value of marriage to
society.

Robyn Lee, editor of the
CatholicMatch.com blog, reveals the
importance of this project: "The real
vocational scare is the declining rate
of marriage among Catholics."
Cardinal Timothy Dolan has spoken
on this subject, stating his concern
for many singles — or couples -- who
never marry. One of the goals of
CatholicMatch is to educate users on
the commitment of marriage.

Before marriage comes dating, and
CatholicMatch is ready to serve busy
singles. What are the advantages to
online dating? Singles who want to
date but have limited time can check
their profiles for messages and even
use their phones to look at
CatholicMatch's mobile site. Users
create a profile, which includes infor-
mation about their values and inter-
ests. This lets other singles know
that there is a faithful man or
woman out there who complements
them. These shared views on the
world become the lasting foundation
for a marriage, more than prefer-
ences about movies or food. Also, sin-
gles actively seek out a partner,
rather than waiting for him/her to
show up. Space is provided in the
user profile to describe what quali-
ties are sought in a potential spouse.

Lastly, online dating allows two
people to get to know one another
before the first date. Some might

complain that it does away with
romance, with the kind of spark that
signals love at first sight. Marriage
calls men and women to a love that
lasts even when romance fades.
However, using a dating website
actually preserves a romantic cus-
tom—love letters. When contact
begins with written messages
through email or IM, couples can
talk about their goals and outlooks
before they come face to face.

When dating in any form, it's help-
ful to review the Catholic view of
love and marriage. The Catechism
says in paragraph 1604, "Since God
created him man and woman, their
mutual love becomes an image of the
absolute and unfailing love with
which God loves man. It is good,
very good, in the Creator's eyes."
What a powerful validation of the
vocation to marriage.

Currently the largest dating site
for single Catholics, CatholicMatch

recently acquired other websites
such as SingleCatholics.com,
TraditionalSingleCatholics.com and
CatholicDaters.com. The site offers
lots of helpful content, including a
blog with relationship advice, dating
tips, prayerful reflections and user
testimonies. Special tips are avail-
able for widows/widowers, single
parents and seniors.

Users should carefully read the
"Safety first" documents, which
encourage men and women to exer-
cise proper caution when agreeing to
meet a potential match.
CatholicMatch provides users with
an in-site email, so that personal
contact info is not displayed online.

For those who might be interested,
the CatholicMatch booklet
"Catholics Are Meeting Their
Spouses Online. What About You?
An Easy Guide to Online Dating" is
available for free e-book download at
www.catholicmatch.com.

By Brianna Joyce
The Sooner Catholic

Briefs
Marriage Encounter aims to strengthen couples
The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is April 26 to

April 28, 2013, at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City.
Those who are interested may register or obtain more information
by contacting John and Tena Franklin at
tena.john.franklin@gmail.com or (405) 209-3515. It is just $50.00 to
reserve a room. Space is limited. The deadline is April 10, 2013.

Growth in the Spirit Seminar to feature Masses, speakers
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Oklahoma City will

sponsor a Growth in the Spirit Seminar from April 12 to April 14.
The three-night, weekend event will feature speakers, including

the sisters from the Disciples of Our Lord Jesus Christ in Prayer
Town, Tx.

The seminar begins with 6:30 p.m. Mass Friday, April 12. Mass at
9:00 a.m. kicks off the second day, Saturday, April 13, while sessions
begin at  1 p.m. Sunday, April 14, and continue that day with a 5:30
p.m. Charismatic Mass. Sessions run until 9:00 p.m. all three days.

More information can be obtained by contacting Immaculate
Conception at (405) 685-4806 or Carolyn Ehli at (405) 793-7664.

Marriage preparation class offers unique insights
Too often we assume that second marriages need little or no

preparation, but 60 percent of second marriages end in divorce. This
seems to be creditable in part to unanticipated problems and mis-
communications. "Stepping into Marriage with Children," a mar-
riage preparation class, will be Saturday, April 14, at the Catholic
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Sign-in begins at 8:45 a.m. with
the first session beginning promptly at 9 a.m. The cost of the day is
$40 per couple. The format is varied and includes presentations by
qualified individuals who are aware of the situations in a stepfami-
ly marriage. The program also includes presentations on communi-
cation skills and conflict resolution. To download a registration
form, visit www.archokc.org. Inquiries may be placed by calling
(405) 721-8944.

Women's group to host economics workshop
The Central Region Council of Catholic Women plans a May 4

workshop entitled, "Works of faith and human hands." The work-
shop aims to answer the question, "How are Catholics called to wit-
ness and be disciples of fair economics in the United States and
throughout the world?" The event begins with registration at 8:30
a.m. and continues from 9:00 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Catholic Pastoral
Center in Oklahoma City. Those who are interested may preregister
for the workshop by calling the Pastoral Ministry Office at (405)
721-4208 or (800) 721-5651 ext. 131 or emailing pmp@archokc.org.
Alternatively, would-be registrants may contact Becky Van Pool at
(405) 523-3003 or bvanpool@catholiccharitiesokc.org. The workshop
will also be available through videoconferencing at the following
parishes: St. Francis, Enid; St. Peter, Woodward; St. Mary, Clinton;
Prince of Peace, Altus; and Holy Family, Lawton.

Volunteers needed for
Perpetual Adoration 

The new Holy Innocents’
Foundation and Perpetual
Adoration Chapel, 20 feet away
from the abortion clinic in
Oklahoma City, opened in late
February. There remains a need
for adorers before our Precious
Lord in the Holy Eucharist 24/7.

If you are interested in filling the
hours and praying for all life
issues, not just abortion, but also
for the evils of our day, please
contact Toni Harrelson at: (405)
341-2199 or tonimah@sbcglob-
al.net 
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APRIL

7 Divine Mercy Sunday

7 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Claire Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. at St. Thomas More Church
in Norman. For more information call
Alice at (405) 473-7680.

7 Open House at St. John
Nepomuk School 2 to 4 p.m. Grades
from  Pre 3 – 8th  at 600 S. Garth
Brooks Blvd. Yukon, OK 73099. (405)
354-2509.

7 Divine Mercy Holy Hour 3 p.m.,
at Saint John the Baptist Catholic,
Edmond.

9 Catholic War Veterans (of any
war/conflict) will meet at 7 p.m. in the
community room of St. Ann Retire-
ment Center. For more information
contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt at 405-
567-3404.

10 Catholic War Veterans USA The
Oklahoma Memorial Post 168 month-
ly meeting at 7 p.m. in the Sunnylane
Family Reception Center located at
3900 SE 29th St in Del City. For more
information contact Ken at 405 - 739-
0036 or OklaPost168@cox.net.

12-14 Growth in the Spirit
Seminar, Immaculate Conception
Church, Oklahoma City. Friday 6:30 -
9p.m. (Mass at 6:30 p.m.), Saturday 9
a.m. - 9 p.m. (Mass at 9 a.m.), Sunday
1 – 9 p.m. (Charismatic Mass at 5:30
p.m.) For more information call 405 -
685-4806.

12-14 Retrouvaille helps spouses
uncover or reawaken the love, trust
and commitment that originally
brought them together. For informa-
tion or to register call 405-443-3541 or
www.helpourmarriage.com.

13 The Benedictine Oblates of
Red Plains Monastery will meet

from 1-3 p.m. in Room 125 at the
Pastoral Center, 7501 NW
Expressway, OKC. For more informa-
tion, call Jenny Fenner, (405) 721-
0832, or e-mail jenfen@cox.net.

14 SIMWC Marriage Preparation
After Annulment from  9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Catholic Pastoral Center,
OKC. The cost of the day is $40 per
couple. You may download the regis-
tration form at www.archokc.org. For
more information and or questions,
call (405) 721-8944.

14 Charismatic Healing Mass,
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th
Street, OKC. For more information
call the Church at 405-685-4806.

17 Saint Ann Retirement Center
“Health Fair & Open House” from
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saint Ann Retire-
ment Center is located at 7501 W.
Britton Road in Oklahoma City.

20 The Lay Missionaries of
Charity, the Secular (Lay) Order
of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at
St. John the Baptist, Edmond. Mass
at 7:30 a.m. For more information
call Toni Harrelson, lmc at 405-341-
2199 or lmcoklahoma@sbcglobal.net.

20 The community of the Secular
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of
Jesus — Oklahoma Community
and Province of St. Therese meets
from 12 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Little
Flower Church, OKC. For more infor-
mation call Katherine Payne (405)
210-4826.

20 Annual Meeting/Dinner for The
Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty with former Los
Angeles County District Attorney Gil
Garcetti. The  reception will begin at
5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Connor
Center, 3214 N. Lake.

School Openings
St. Mary’s Catholic School,
Lawton, has positions available for
highly motivated and qualified appli-
cants who are looking for a challeng-
ing career in Catholic education for
the 2013-2014 academic school year:
One Elementary teaching position
will be open and will need to be filled
for the coming school year. Degree
required and valid teaching certificate
required.
One Middle Language Arts teaching
position will be open and will need to
be filled for the coming school year.
Degree required and valid teaching
certificate required.
One Middle School Science teaching

position will be open and will need to
be filled for the coming school year.
Degree required and valid teaching
certificate required. Needs to be mid-
dle school English certified as well.
High School Science certifiable pre-
ferred.
Full benefits package is paid by the
school for these full-time positions. All
applicants please submit resume,
transcripts and a copy of the applica-
tion (applications available in the
School Office and on our website) to
Mr. Paolo J. Dulcamara, 611 SW ‘A’
Avenue Lawton, OK 73501. Phone
(580)355-5288 to schedule an inter-
view.

Youth Coordinator 
Christ the King Catholic Church
in Oklahoma City seeks a full-time
Youth Coordinator who will develop
and facilitate a comprehensive youth
ministry program in collaboration
with the pastor, families, staff, parish
groups and volunteers of our parish.
Applicant must be willing and able to
work nights and weekends while
maintaining regular agreed-upon
office hours. Minimum one-year lead-
ership experience in Catholic youth
ministry required. Degree or certifica-
tion in youth ministry or theology is
preferred. Please send resumes to:
Father Richard Stansberry, Christ the
King Church, 8005 Dorset Drive,

Oklahoma City, OK 73120.

Weekend Monitor for Rose Home 
Birth Choice of Oklahoma is look-
ing for a Weekend Monitor for Rose
Home. Rose Home is a shelter for
homeless pregnant women. The times
will be from 5 p.m. Saturday to 5 p.m.
Sunday. This position will be working
with the ladies and children at Rose
Home, monitoring the facility, making
sure basic needs are met, rules are
enforced, and general procedures are
followed. If you are interested please
contact Ellen Roberts, Rose Home
Director, at (405) 361-9172 or
eroberts@birthchoice.org.

Calendar

Job Box

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
405-514-7660

kevin.pierce@kofc.org
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Oklahoma

Agents Wanted

Full time agent
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available. To

learn more, call

Kevin Pierce at

405-514-7660.

Does your

family have

the strength of

the shield?

Call your agent today to learn more

about the Knights of Columbus and

the great products we have to offer.

“My husband Kevin was so

passionate about the

importance of taking care of

our family. He was the kind of

guy people would look at and

say, ‘That is the kind of father

or husband I want to be.’ 

“I know too many people

who don’t have life

insurance and haven’t taken

the steps to protect their

family. 

“Now, I am an advocate

for life insurance. Without

it, I would have ended up in

bankruptcy, questioning

how I would have raised the

kids.”  — Dorothy, a K of C

insured member’s widow

SECURITY WHEN

YOU NEED IT MOST.

Whole Life • Term • Retirement • Annuities • Long-Term Care • IRA

Ric Moore
405-641-9582
Richard.Moore@

kofc.org

Councils: 6477,

10822, 11237,

12669

Trey Welker
Assistant GA  

405-850-4092
Trey.Welker@

kofc.org
Councils: 3113,

3220, 8204

Chris O'Lague
405-343-9661
Chris.OLague@

kofc.org
Councils: 1018, 5160,
8523, 9901, 11648,
12108, 12605, 12819,
3556, 5168, 5354,
12382

Jody Snowder
405-474-6192
Jody.Snowder@
kofc.org
Councils: 767, 3101,

4601, 5440, 6478,

12518, 14744, 8633

Rob Blakely 
405-243-8324
Robert.Blakely@

kofc.org
Councils: 916, 1038,

1044, 1053, 5266,

13366, 949, 1533, 1537,

1903, 2974, 3309, 3336,

4042, 9334, 11135

Troy Snow
918-856-9303

Troy.Snow@kofc.org
Councils: 1104, 1302,

1677, 10388, 11194,

11734, 11959, 13313,

14248, 775, 4519,

7392, 9333, 14106

Chad McAulif
918-284-0685
Chad.McAulif@

kofc.org

Councils: 6606, 962,

4804, 9668, 4721, 7395,

8433, 13828, 3167,

14448, 14220, 11633

Michael Calhoun
405-990-0572
Michael.Calhoun@
kofc.org
Councils: 965, 1287,

5396, 5759, 4026, 

4598, 11909, 4889,

9583, 9900, 2604

To watch an

agent in action,

scan here...
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Good stewardship of our financial

resources is an important component in the stewardship way of life. As
individuals, families, parishes and as an archdiocese we are entrusted
with many gifts. The way we use these gifts expresses our faith, values
and priorities as disciples and as a Church. We support what we
believe in. I thank you for your financial support of your parish and the
Archdiocese, especially through the annual ADF appeal and planned
giving.

Transparency and accountability are necessary to inspire trust and
confidence. Therefore, in the exercise of my stewardship over arch-
diocesan resources I accept the responsibility to provide an annual
report of our financial position. In this spirit I present this financial
report for fiscal year 2012. It has been prepared by our archdiocesan
business office and reviewed by independent auditors as well as by our
archdiocesan finance council. I offer it now for your review.

Though it certainly does not tell the whole story this report offers a
glimpse into the life of our archdiocese. We will continue to make every
effort to be good and trustworthy stewards of the financial resources
necessary to support the mission and ministries of our archdiocese,
parishes and Catholic institutions.

God is the source of every blessing. All that we have we receive as
a gift. Awareness of our gifts instills gratitude and gratitude begets gen-
erosity. Your generosity in sharing God's gifts is a hallmark of a vibrant
faith. As we continue to place our gifts of time, talent and treasure at
the service of others we grow in faith even as we assist our parishes, our
archdiocese and the universal Church to fulfill our mission of evange-
lization and service in the world.

Thank you for your participation in this mission.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City Pastoral Office Funds
Condensed Statements of Activities Condensed Statements of Financial Position

Revenues, gains and other support:
Contributions and collections:
Archdiocesan Development Fund 
Assessment Archdiocesan Operations 
Fees and revenues of budgeted departments 
Pilgrimage 
Priest Medical collections   
Property additions by Bishop McGuinness

Catholic High School
Bequests and other
Insurance Premiums Earned 

Oil, gas, and royalty income 
Interest and dividend income:
Investments 
Notes receivable 

Gain on investments
Gain (Loss) on sale of assets 
Other income 

Total revenues, gains, and other support 

Expenses:
Budgeted departments and offices:
Pastoral Center 
Business Office 
Safe Environment
Archdiocesan Newspaper 
Office of Christian Education 
Youth Ministry 
Office of Family Life 
Hispanic Ministry 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Office of Planning, Stewardship, and 

Development
Ministry to Priests, Permanent Deacons and 

Clergy Education
Hospital Ministry 
Tribunal
Office of Worship and Spiritual Life 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops - 

United States Catholic Conference
Priests' welfare, retirement, and disability 
Property taxes and maintenance 

Total budgeted departments and offices 
Sponsored programs and other subsidies:
Insurance 
Pilgrimage
Campus Ministry 
Ecumenical & Interreligous
Contributions made to others 
Seminarian programs
Net pension cost 
Interest expense
Other

Total sponsored programs and other subsidies 
Total expenses 

Change in net assets before other comprehensive 
income 

Other comprehensive income
Actuarial gain (loss)
Amortization of prior service cost

Change in net assets 
Net assets at beginning of year 
Net assets at end of year  

$3,002,491 
1,504,602 
1,633,972 

2,510 
126,423 

1,699,444 
793,704 
589,311 
704,399 

1,673,938 
270,347 
443,537 
(26,650)
474,789 

12,892,817 

1,343,120 
870,530 
169,796 
387,845 
462,382 
503,995 
205,362 
186,749 
301,063 

122,803 

226,377 
203,747 
148,315 
189,069 

39,004 
54,871 

118,397 
5,533,425 

1,112,478 
43,278 
89,000 
20,375 

716,814 
934,765 
870,770 
180,205 
868,391 

4,836,076 
10,369,501

2,523,316 

(2,360,398)
208,730 
371,648 

95,100,922 
$95,472,570 

$3,003,932
1,528,301
1,634,369

42,870
91,752

473,404
674,678
901,382
296,217

1,680,666
278,071

6,991,638
(4,528)

429,718

18,022,470

1,069,117
868,341
125,582
421,833
458,809
455,239
189,042
207,035
272,839

114,825

156,494
181,666
170,947
263,605

39,081
98,225
84,848

5,177,528

876,309
64,768
90,000
13,928

1,329,672
742,360
923,182
289,161

1,156,159
5,485,539

10,663,067

7,359,403

1,102,945
208,730

8,671,078
86,429,844

$95,100,922

Assets
Cash 
Accounts receivable, net of allowance for 

doubtful accounts 
Contributions receivable, net of allowance for 

doubtful accounts
Investments 
Notes receivable, net of allowance for doubtful 

accounts 
Land, buildings, and equipment 
Other
Total assets 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable and other liabilities 
Contributions payable, net of discount 
Investments managed for related parties
Accrued insurance claims 
Bank borrowings 
Accrued pension benefit cost 
Total liabilities 

Net assets:
Unrestricted:
Designated and operating  
Accumulated other comprehensive loss
Net investment in property and equipment 

and other
Total unrestricted Net Assets 
Temporarily restricted 
Permanently restricted 
Total net assets 
Total liabilities and net assets 

$1,756,647 

1,623,019 

879,913 
71,208,603 

17,760,540 
45,861,024 

38,461 
139,128,207 

$761,708 
947,205 

31,361,247 
1,066,177 

— 
9,519,300 

43,655,637 

45,723,306 
(2,476,358)

45,861,024 
89,107,972 

649,294 
5,715,304 

95,472,570 
$139,128,207

$1,448,855

854,212

922,352
74,334,181

17,137,102
44,086,015

62,496
$138,845,213

$675,158
948,899

34,195,454
757,699

—
7,167,081

43,744,291

44,984,449
(324,690)

44,086,015
88,745,774

683,432
5,671,716

95,100,922
$138,845,213

20112012
June 30

20112012
June 30

The annual audit for the archdiocese was performed by Cole & Reed, P.C.
(Certified Pubilic Accountants), and reviewed by the Archdiocesan finance
council. Any questions may be referred to the Archdiocesan Business office

at (405) 721-5651. The annual audit can be viewed in its entirety on the
Bussnes Office webpage at archokc.org/business-office/home

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City
P.O. Box 32180

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73132
405.721.5651

pcoakley@archokc.org
Office of the
Archbishop April 7, 2013


