
Calling it “the Catholic way,” Mount Saint 
Mary Catholic High School next year will start 
a program to teach children with special needs.

Principal Talita DeNegri announced the move 
in a letter to The Mount community earlier this 
year.

The outreach, called Cornerstone Inclusion 
Program, will put The Mount in some exclusive 

company. Of Catholic elementary and high 
schools in the country, the school will become 
the 15th to offer instruction for students with 
learning disabilities.

“We are so excited about this,” DeNegri said. 
“We already have sent out the acceptance letter 
to our first student.”

Because the school is transitioning into the 
program, only two students will be involved for 
the upcoming school year.

DeNegri believes eventually 
it will be expanded to six and 
possibly eight. Each grade 
would have two students.

She added the school has 
prepared for this for a year now 
and received assistance from 
Bishop England High School in 
Charleston, S.C.
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Go Make Disciples

Catholic mom sees her 11 children 
as greatest Mother’s Day gift

The Mount launching program for students 
with special needs

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

BOWIE, Md. – Mother’s Day will greet 
Amy Laddbush with plentiful sounds as 
her husband and 11 children clamor to 
express their appreciation for her vital ser-
vice to their big Catholic family.

On a typical day, the Laddbushes’ mod-
est home has a familiar hum of energet-
ic children bustling about, and May 14, 
Mother’s Day, promises to have more 
exuberant reverberations.

“Yes, we have a lot of children and they 
do understand there is something special 
about their mother,” said Ryan Laddbush, 
Amy’s husband of nearly 20 years. “It’ll be 
a day for the family. That’s what makes my 
wife happy, time with her family. That’s 
how we’ll show her how much she means 
to all of us.”

The days of the distinctive big Cath-
olic family has been waning during the 
past decades, but the home-schooling 
Laddbush brood is proof that it hasn’t 
completely disappeared.

Amy and Ryan Laddbush met as un-
dergrads at Towson University in Towson, 
Md., and when they wed they knew they 
wanted children – but 11?

“No, this isn’t what I envisioned when 
I was dreaming about what my life was 
going to be like, but I’m not sure I really 
had a clear vision of what God had in store 
for me,” Amy Laddbush told Catholic News 
Service during an interview at her home. 
“When I was pregnant with our seventh 
child it occurred to me, ‘Oh, we’re just one 
of those big Catholic families now.’ It’s 
what we’re meant to do.”

The Laddbush children, who range in age 
from 19 to 1, include Ray, Josie, Brady, 
Sean, Evan, Bennett, Mary, Finn, Char-
lotte, Sloane and John Paul.

Managing a family this size requires 
organization, energy, sacrifice, patience 
and above all, unconditional love, Ryan 
Laddbush told CNS.

“Amy is a natural,” he said. “It’s her call-
ing. It’s her gift from God.”

By Chaz Muth 
Catholic News Service 

continued on page 9

continued on page 16

Talita DeNegri



There are dates and events that are forever linked 
in our memories. If we are old enough, we remember 
precisely where we were when we heard or perhaps 
even felt the rumblings from the Murrah bombing on 
April 19, 1995. Similarly, I remember the moment 
when I heard that Saint John Paul II had been shot 
in Saint Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981. I recall viv-
idly my shock and disbelief. 

The assassination attempt on Saint John Paul II 
sent shock waves throughout the world. As a young 
seminarian, it certainly rocked my world. It didn’t 
take long before someone pointed out that the at-
tempt was made on the feast of Our Lady of Fatima, 
exactly 64 years to the day after Mary’s first appari-
tion to the three shepherd children of Portugal. The 
significance of that apparent 
coincidence was not lost on 
Saint John Paul II. He should 
had been killed. His assailant 
was a trained assassin firing 
from just a few feet away. As 
he was recovering from his 
wounds, Saint John Paul re-
marked, “One hand fired and 
another guided the bullet.” He 
credited Mary with saving his 
life that day. Today, that bul-
let is embedded like a jewel in 
the crown of the image of Our 
Lady of Fatima at her shrine 
in Portugal. 

In her message for the world 
in 1917, Mary urged the three 
shepherd children to pray the 
Rosary and offer sacrifices 
for the conversion of sinners. 
Among the “secrets” entrusted 
to the children, she prophet-
ically warned of the rise of 
atheistic Soviet communism 
and its spread throughout the 
world. She warned of a resul-
tant widespread loss of faith in the world. The rest 
of the 20th century clearly verified the accuracy of 
Mary’s urgent admonitions at Fatima. 

 Saint John Paul clearly saw God’s providence at 
work in his unexpected election to the papacy as a 
young cardinal from Poland, a Catholic country that 
had been brutally oppressed throughout the centu-
ry, first by Hitler’s Naziism and then by Soviet com-
munism. Among the truly remarkable stories of the 
20th century is the pivotal role that Saint John Paul 
II played in bringing down Soviet communism, first 
in Poland and then throughout the Soviet bloc. From 
first to last, it was a spiritual, not merely a geopo-
litical, battle. He saw himself as an instrument of 
the Virgin Mary whose devoted servant he had made 

himself, as evident in 
his motto “Totus Tuus,” 
totally yours. 

This year, Sunday, 
May 13, marks the 
100th anniversary of 
the first of the series 
of Marian apparitions 
that began in Fatima, 
Portugal, on May 13 and 
continued through Oct. 13, 1917.

Fatima has become one of the most beloved and 
popular Catholic pilgrimage destinations in the world. 

It has been visited by faithful 
from all over the planet and by 
several popes, including Saint 
John Paul II who returned the 
year after he survived his assas-
sination attempt to thank the 
Virgin Mary for preserving his 
life. 

This year, Pope Francis visits 
Fatima on the centenary of the 
first apparition to preside over 
the centennial events and to 
canonize two of the three shep-
herd children, Francisco and 
Jacinta Marto, to whom Mary 
appeared in 1917. Francisco, 
11, and Jacinta, 10, at the time 
of their deaths, are the youngest 
non-martyr children ever beati-
fied by the Church.

One hundred years later, 
the Fatima message is as rele-
vant today as ever. Though the 
Soviet bloc has fallen, athe-
istic communism still poses 

a global threat through the rising tensions along 
the DMZ, separating North and South Korea. Other 
dangerous ideologies, such as radical Islamic ex-
tremism, self-serving materialistic consumerism, and 
fear-mongering racism continue to threaten human 
dignity and human flourishing in our world today.

Mary summons us to prayer and to sacrifice. She 
summons us all to deeper conversion and to pray for 
the conversion of those who are paralyzed by indiffer-
ence, blinded by hatred and by the lies proposed by 
the evil one. The battlefield is not primarily a geopolit-
ical one, but a spiritual one. It is being waged in every 
human heart. Mary points us always to Jesus, who is 
the way, the truth and the life.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a St. Patrick Cemetery 
Memorial Day Mass at 10 
a.m., May 29, at St. Patrick 
Cemetery, N.W. 236 between 
Council Road and Coun-
ty Line. Potluck meal after 
Mass. Bring a food dish to 
share, chairs and family. 
Paper goods, utensils, water, 
tea and ice provided.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Fatima after one hundred years

Loving God, we rejoice now 
in the glory of your resurrec-
tion, celebrating your life with 
Easter joy. 

We are filled with confident 
hope and feel our spirits re-
newed within us.

May we spend this day 
praising your glory and being 
filled with confident hope. 

May the Lord bless us, pro-
tect us from all evil and bring 
us to everlasting life. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

May 14 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
May 16 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
May 16 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
May 16 – Continuing Education Committee meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
May 16 – Graduation, 7 p.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC
May 17 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Holy Family, Lawton
May 18 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
May 18 – Catholic Relief Services Governance and Nominations Committee teleconference, 2 p.m.
May 19 – Catholic Foundation Board meeting, 1 p.m., CPC
May 20 – Graduation for Pastoral Ministry Program, 10 a.m., CPC
May 20 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Holy Spirit, Mustang
May 21 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
May 22 – Catholic Foundation Golf Classic, Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club, OKC
May 23 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Immaculate Conception, OKC
May 24 – Mass and blessing of new administration building, 6 p.m., Holy Trinity, Okarche
May 25 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11: 30 a.m., Catholic Charities Office, OKC
May 26 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
May 28 – Confirmation, 10:45 a.m., St. Mary, Ardmore

What to do next?

aProvide tools to find freedom from 
pornography
aIncrease pastoral attention
aEquip parents to be first educators 
of their children
aEquip clergy with reliable resourc-
es and offer ongoing formation
aWork for laws and for a culture 
that removes pornography
awww.covenanteyes.com

More than 130 Catholic educators, cler-
gy, parish and archdiocesan staff members, 
and victim advocates from the state Attorney 
General’s Office attended this year’s Safe 
Environment in-service training at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. 

The training was led by Ryan Foley, vice 
president of business development for Cove-
nant Eyes and executive director of ePriest, 
a resource for Catholic clergy. Foley’s pre-
sentation “Pornography and Its Effects” 
provided statistics, resources and a practical 
guide to how pornography affects children, 
marriages and brain chemistry.

“This is a battle we have to go after. There 
has to be some intentionality or we’ll have a 
whole other generation grow up with pornog-
raphy,” Foley said. “We have to re-catechize 
parents so when they face pornography with 
their kids, they know how to deal with it.” 

Foley said most children view their first 
pornography on their cell phones, which 
parents often leave unprotected and with-

out restrictions. The 
average age of first 
exposure to Internet 
pornography is 11 
with 80 percent of 
teenagers between 
15 and 17 reporting 
exposure to multiple 
viewings of extreme 
or violent pornogra-
phy. 

“We need to talk 
to our kids, so they 
know what healthy 
sexuality looks like,” 
he said. “(Pornography) is rewiring how we 
view love, and it’s harder to break free the 
earlier someone is exposed.” 

Foley said the easy access 
and increasingly violent 
content of Internet 
pornography 
has become a 
major factor 
in divorces, 

with 56 percent of couples saying a spouse’s 
addition to pornography led to the dissolu-
tion of their marriage.

With pornography contributing to rela-
tionship failure, human trafficking, violence 

against women, and other societal and 
moral consequences, Foley said 

parishes, educators, clergy and 
parents must be aware of what 

is accessible on the Internet 
and work together to protect 
youth from exposure.

“We must see our role in 
protecting children from 
pornography as our sacred 

duty as well as an aspect of 
our work to create safe envi-

ronments.”  
Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 

Catholic.
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Educators, parish staff learn effects of 
pornography on children

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Pope to canonize Fatima seers May 13

VATICAN CITY – Pope Francis was to declare 
the sainthood of Blessed Jacinta Marto and 
Blessed Francisco Marto, two of the shepherd 
children who saw Mary in Fatima, Portugal, 
during his visit to the site of the apparitions 
May 13.

The date was announced April 20 during an 
“ordinary public consistory,” a meeting of the 
pope, cardinals and promoters of sainthood 
causes that for-
mally ends the 
sainthood pro-
cess.

Cardinal Angelo 
Amato, prefect of 
the Congregation 
for the Causes of 
Saints, address-
ing the assembly, 
noted that of the 
future saints 
considered at the 
consistory, five 
were children or 
young teenagers. 

“In our time, 
where young 
people often become objects of exploitation 
and commerce, these young people excel as 
witnesses of truth and freedom, messengers of 
peace (and) of a new humanity reconciled in 
love,” the cardinal said. 

At the same consistory, the pope set Oct. 15 
as the date for the canonizations of two priests 

and two groups of martyrs, 
including Blessed Cristob-
al, Blessed Antonio and 
Blessed Juan – also known 
as the “Child Martyrs of 
Tlaxcala” – who were among 
the first native converts in 
Mexico. They were killed 
between 1527 and 1529 for 
refusing to renounce the 
faith and return to their 
people’s ancient traditions.

Pope Francis will 
preside over the can-
onization ceremony 
of the Fatima vision-
aries during his visit 
to Fatima on May 
12-13.

The pilgrimage 
will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the 
Marian apparitions, 
which began May 
13, 1917, when 9-year-old Francisco 
and 7-year-old Jacinta, along with their 
cousin Lucia dos Santos, reported seeing 
the Virgin Mary. The apparitions contin-
ued once a month until Oct. 13, 1917, 
and later were declared worthy of belief 

by the Catholic Church.
A year after the apparitions, both of the 

Marto children became ill during an influenza 
epidemic that plagued Europe. Francisco died 
April 4, 1919, at the age of 10, while Jacinta 
succumbed to her illness Feb. 20, 1920, at the 
age of 9.

Francisco and Jacinta’s cause for canoniza-
tion was stalled for decades due to a debate 
on whether non-martyred children have the 
capacity to understand heroic virtues at a 
young age. However, in 1979, Saint John Paul 
II allowed their cause to proceed; he declared 
them venerable in 1989 and beatified them in 
2000.

The children’s cousin entered the Carmelites. 
Sister Lucia died in 2005 at the age of 97. The 
diocesan phase of her sainthood cause con-
cluded in February and now is under study at 
the Vatican. 

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

Portuguese shepherd children Lucia dos Santos, center, and her cousins, 
Jacinta and Francisco Marto, are seen in a file photo taken around the 
time of the 1917 apparitions of Mary at Fatima. CNS photos.

Saint John Paul II and Carmelite 
Sister Lucia dos Santos, the last of the 
three Fatima visionaries alive in 1991.

Photo Diane Clay
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Priest Assignments 2017
Effective June 27, unless otherwise noted.

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Retirement

Rev. George     
   Parackal

Pastor

Rev. Daniel         
   Grover

Corpus Christi, 
Oklahoma City (St. 
Robert Bellermine, 
Jones)*

Rev. Nerio 
Espinoza

Our Lady of Victory, Purcell 
(St. Catherine of Sienna, Pauls 
Valley) – effective July 3

Associate Pastor Associate Pastor Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Associate Pastor

Special Assignments

St. Anthony Hospital, 
Oklahoma City, 
chaplain**

*Remain chaplain at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
**In residence at St. Joseph Old Cathedral, Oklahoma City

Rev. Anthony 
Ram

Rev. Balaswamy 
Mandagiri

St. Benedict, Shawnee (Immaculate 
Conception, Seminole; St. Joseph, 
Wewoka) – effective July 3

Rev. Aaron 
Foshee

Christ the King, 
Oklahoma City

Rev. Kelly 
Edwards 

St. John Nepomuk, 
Yukon – effective 
June 20

St. Francis Xavier, 
Enid – effective 
June 20

St. Peter, Guymon (St. Frances 
Cabrini, Beaver; Good Shepherd, 
Boise City; Sacred Heart, Hooker)

Rev. Prabhakr 
Kalivela

Rev. Phillip 
Louis

St. Francis Xavier, Enid (St. 
Gregory the Great, Enid; St. 
Michael, Goltry)

Rev. Rajesh Kumar 
Nettem 

Photos Theresa Bragg. 

Rob Gragg 
serves up 
Lebanese 
cuisine.

Maroun Tawk 
prepares 
plates with 
hummas and 
tabouli.

Joe Mondalek and Marie Tawk fill hot dishes in 
preparation of the lunch crowd.

Marc 
Tawk 
and Gabe 
Mondalek 
sell raffle 
tickets to 
festival 
attendees 
on April 
22.

Our Lady of Lebanon Church, Norman

Lebanese Heritage and Food Festival

ROME – Loaded with peanut butter sand-
wiches, power bars, Gatorade, grit and prayer, 
nine U.S. seminarians studying in Rome ran 
relay-style across the Italian peninsula to raise 
funds for displaced families in Iraq.

Warm-up included a pre-dawn Mass on May 
6 at the 
Pontifi-
cal North 
American 
College 
where the 
students 
live, fol-
lowed by 
packing 
two vans 
with nine 
runners, 
two driv-
ers and 
protein- 
and carb-
rich pro-
visions, 
Christian 
Huebner 
of the 
Archdi-
ocese of 
Washing-
ton, D.C., 
told Catholic News Service.

One van headed to the Mediterranean Sea 
near Fiumicino and the other van went east to 
the Adriatic Sea. 

“When we arrive, we dip a finger in the water 
and run to the middle” of the peninsula, which 
is about 240 miles across, he said. The students 
meet up in the middle by evening “in some ran-
dom parking lot” as long as it 
had a gas station and pizzeria 
to replenish tanks and tum-
mies. 

He said the men took turns 
running one leg of five to nine 
miles to a planned checkpoint 
and then the finishing runner 
“slapped hands” to hand-off the 
virtual baton to the next runner 
in the relay.

The men stretched and rested 
in the moving van, encouraging 
the one on the road along the 
way, he said.

The one-day run raised more 
than $15,000 dollars, in part 
thanks to an anonymous do-
nor who matched every dollar 
pledged. The money goes to the 
pontifical foundation, Aid to 
the Church in Need, which will 
use the funding to continue a 
program that feeds some of the 
12,000 displaced families from 
Mosul living in Irbil.

The Chaldean Catholic 
Archeparchy of Irbil, in con-
junction with other aid agen-
cies, is the largest provider of 
aid to the displaced families in 
that area, the seminarians said 
on their “Roman Run for Erbil” 
donor page.

The Chaldean Church orga-
nizes pastoral programs, runs 
seven schools that are open to 
displaced children and provides 

food aid, said the donor page on the www.Chur-
chInNeed.org site.

This was the third year a group of U.S. sem-
inarians – led by Deacon Michael Zimmerman 
of the Archdiocese of Boston – got together to 
do a fundraising run for a common cause. Past 
efforts raised money for a seminary in Haiti, a 
pro-life center in the United Kingdom and the 

Syriac 
Catholic 
Church, 
Huebner 
said.

The 
biggest 
and most 
important 
aim of the 
relay run, 
Huebner 
said, was 
supplying 
prayer 
for and 
solidarity 
with those 
who are 
suffering. 

“One 
thing 
the Holy 

Father says,” is the importance of “taking prayer 
with you along the way” every day, and the “Ro-
man Run” does that, he said, with prayer being 
a part of the training, fundraising and race.

“We use the opportunity to encourage people 
to a life in prayer, no matter where we find our-
selves in life,” Huebner said. “Prayer can soak 
into any part of life like a sponge.”
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What is your 
home parish? 

My home 
parish is Saint 
Thomas More 
University Par-
ish and Student 
Center.

What seminary 
do you attend? 

I attend Saint 
John Vianney 
Theological Seminary in Denver.

If it is God’s will, what year will you 
be ordained a priest? 

2019.

What advice would you give to some-
one discerning a call to the priest-
hood? 

Discerning God’s call for your life is 
critical to your peace, both here on earth 
and in eternity.  So, take the work of dis-
cernment seriously, and give of yourself 
generously. If you sense a call to priest-
hood, reject the earthly temptations and 
discouragements that might distract 
you from following God’s will. If you are 
called to the priesthood, God will supply 
the grace. If you are not called, you’ll 
nevertheless benefit from the many grac-
es of seminary. 

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest? 

I look forward to celebrating the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass.

Name one thing that every Catholic 
needs to know. 

Every Catholic needs to know that 
God’s mercy is infinite. It doesn’t matter 
if we think we are beyond help or if we 
think we are perfect: in the end, we are 
all gracious receivers of God’s infinite 
mercy, especially in the sacraments of 
confession and the Eucharist.

Why choose a life of sacrificial love? 
In this life and the next life, our happi-

ness will depend on our ability to accept 
God’s infinite love, and our ability to ac-
cept love is proportionate to our ability to 
love. In giving ourselves wholly in a life 
of sacrificial love, we truly become Chris-
tians. Our sacrifice becomes an image 
of Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross. So, 
for the sake of our eternal happiness, 
a life of sacrificial love moves us out-
side of ourselves, and we can say with 
Saint Paul, “It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me.”

Zachary Boazman

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
www.archokc.org/vocations/home

U.S. seminarians run across Italy to 
help displaced families in Iraq

By Carol Glatz  
Catholic News Service 

CNS photo.

Deacon Tony Crispo celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
his ordination at 6 p.m. Mass on May 2 at St. Francis 
Xavier in Enid. Photo provided. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY
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The Joy of the Gospel in America
Contagious Faith

Carole Brown 
Director of New 
Evangelization 

This July, the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops is hosting an unprecedented event: a 
national convocation on “The Joy of the Gos-
pel in America.” Archbishop 
Coakley and a small cadre 
of unusual suspects will join 
about 3,000 others from 
across the United States to 
discuss the New Evangeliza-
tion in the United States.

One wonders, what might 
be expected to come of such 
an event? “The mind of man 
plans his way, but the Lord 
directs his steps” (Proverbs 
16:9). This verse came to 
mind recently as I read Yves 
Congar’s, “My Journal of the 
Council.” He writes (rather 
emotionally at times) of the 
original plans for the Second 
Vatican Council. Congar had 
been silenced for many years 
for his writing on controver-
sial topics like ecumenism, 
the pursuit of Christian 
unity, the idea of a “colle-
gial papacy,” his criticism 
of the pomp and circumstance among Vatican 
bureaucrats, and the role of lay people in the 

Church. We can scarcely imagine these to be 
among the controversial topics today!

In any case, the Roman Curia drew up the 
original drafts 
of the council 
documents, 
and many ex-
pected that the 
bishops would 
meet only 
briefly to smile 
and nod, and 
tidy the rest 
up by mail. 
But then, the 
Holy Spirit 
moved! When 
the bishops 
met in Rome, 
it became 
clear that 
headquarters 
needed more 
insight – both 
practical and 
theological – 
for the council 

to make a difference. Most of the draft schemas 
were scrapped, and an entirely new agenda 
was drawn up. 

Even 
after the 
close 
of the 
council, 
it seemed 
that many 
of the 
bishops 
and key 
Church leadership did not understand what 
had just happened. For several decades, the 
Church seemed to be a ship caught in a stormy 
sea, listing this way and that as various camps 
jockeyed for position as to who would be the 
authentic interpreters of the council. Only with 
the benefit of 50 years of hindsight are we able 
to see more clearly what a miracle the Second 
Vatican Council was.

As the Convocation draws near, we can hope 
that the plans of men will once again be over-
taken by the plans of God. May God’s holy 
and perfect plan for the Church in the United 
States be advanced by the work done at the 
National Convocation. The bishops have asked 
for the prayerful intercession of the faithful for 
this convocation. Please cut out the accom-
panying prayer, and include with your daily 
prayers.

Come, Holy Spirit!

O Holy Spirit, you who first enkindled 
in our hearts the joy of the Gospel, 
renew that same joy in those who 

are preparing for the Convocation of Catholic 
Leaders.

Enflame the hearts of our bishops and their 
diocesan delegations; leaders of national orga-
nizations and movements; clergy, religious and 
laity; all who make this event possible; and 
Catholic leaders across the United States.

Move us to welcome the word of life in the 
depths of our hearts and respond to the call of 
missionary discipleship.

O Holy Spirit, transform our hearts and 
enable us to enter 
into the perfect 
communion that 
you share with the 
Father and the Son.

Mary, Star of the 
New Evangelization, 
pray for us. Amen.

The ethics of new age medicine
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Patients who face serious illnesses are some-
times attracted to alternative medicines, also 
referred to as “holistic” or “new-age” medicines. 
These can include treatments like homeopathy, 
hypnosis, “energy therapies” like Reiki, acu-
puncture and herbal remedies, to name just a 
few. 

These approaches raise various medical and 
ethical concerns. An important 1998 article in 
the New England Journal of Medicine sums it 
up this way: 

“What most sets alternative medicine apart, 
in our view, is that it has not been scientifi-
cally tested and its advocates largely deny the 
need for such testing. By testing, we mean the 
marshaling of rigorous evidence of safety and 
efficacy, as required by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for the approval of drugs 
and by the best peer-reviewed medical journals 
for the publication of research reports.”

Beyond the fact that their clinical efficacy 
has not earned a passing grade using ordinary 
methods of scientific investigation, the basic 
premise behind some alternative medicines also 
can be highly suspect, raising concerns about 
superstitious viewpoints or misguided forms of 
spirituality motivating certain therapies.

If we consider acupuncture, this technique 
does appear to provide benefit in certain cases 
of pain control. Yet, similar results have been 
reported using “sham” needles – tapping the 
skin in random places with a thin metal tube. 
Brain scans have demonstrated that treatment 
with genuine needles, as opposed to the sham 
needles, does cause detectable changes in the 
brain. 

But, when researchers ignored acupunctur-
ists’ recommended “meridian placement” of 
needles, and instead did random placement in 
the skin, the same brain effects were observed. 
Hence, it is unclear whether the results seen 
from acupuncture arise mostly from the well-
known “placebo effect” or not. Further research 
should help resolve this question.

Even if the observed effects are not place-

bo-related, acupuncture’s non-rational justifi-
cation for its purported effectiveness remains 
a concern. It is based on energy principles that 
neither science nor faith affirm. Glenn Braun-
stein, M.D., described it critically in the follow-
ing way:

“Ch’i, the invisible nutritive energy that flows 
from the universe into the body at any one of 
500 acupuncture points, is conducted through 
the 12 main meridians [channels] in (ideally) 
an unbroken circle. Meridians conduct either 
Yin energy (from the sun) or Yang energy (from 
the earth). All maladies are caused by dishar-
mony or disturbances in the flow of energy.”

Clearly, then, some alternative therapies, be-
yond the basic issue about whether they work, 
raise serious spiritual concerns as well. 

Another new-age therapy known as Reiki, 
developed in Japan in the late 1800s, claims 
that sickness can be caused by a disruption or 
imbalance in a patient’s “Reiki” or “life ener-
gy.” Reiki practitioners try to heal a patient by 
placing their hands in certain positions on the 
body in order to facilitate the flow of Reiki from 
the practitioner to the patient. 

A 2009 document from the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops stresses, “In terms 
of caring for one’s spiritual health, there are 
important dangers” that can arise by turning to 
Reiki. The document notes that because Reiki 
therapy is not compatible with either Chris-
tian teaching or scientific evidence, it would be 
inappropriate for Catholics to put their trust in 
the method, because to do so would be to oper-
ate “in the realm of superstition, the no-man’s-
land that is neither faith nor science.”

Scientific investigations of another new-age 
therapy, the popular herbal remedy known as 
echinacea (taken early to ward off a cold) have 
revealed no difference between echinacea and a 
placebo in controlled studies involving several 
hundred subjects. While some herbal remedies 
may be harmless and inert placebos, others 
may have more serious health consequences 
if ingested above certain dosages due to ingre-

dients of 
unknown 
potency 
derived 
from 
natural 
substanc-
es.

Some-
times a 
remedy can be borrowed from Chinese, Indian 
or another medical tradition, but it should be 
chosen for its efficacy, safety, and reasonable 
mode of action, and not be in conflict with 
principles of sound medical science or Chris-
tian teaching.

Health improvements that arise from alterna-
tive remedies may be due not only to the place-
bo effect, but also to the fact that patients are 
usually given more time, attention and focused 
concern by alternative practitioners than by 
traditional physicians. This can translate into 
modified habits and changed lifestyles, leading 
to various health benefits.

Modern medicine can be legitimately faulted 
for downplaying this dimension, so that, in the 
memorable words of pediatrician Jay Perman, 
“Doctors tend to end up trained in silos of spe-
cialization,” in which they are taught “to make 
a diagnosis, prescribe a therapy, and we’re 
done. But we’re not done.” 

The famous Greek physician Hippocrates 
once noted the same point: “It is more import-
ant to know what sort of person has a disease 
than to know what sort of disease a person 
has.” Today’s physicians-in-training, fortunate-
ly, are seeking to incorporate more and more 
of these “patient-centric” and “holistic” aspects 
into their own traditional medical practices to 
improve patient care and outcomes.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., earned his doctor-
ate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral 
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall 
River, Mass., and serves as the director of education 
at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadel-
phia. 

The 3rd of June of last year, 
day of the Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Robert Car-
dinal Sarah, Prefect of the Congre-
gation for Divine Worship and Dis-
cipline of the Sacraments, together 
with Archbishop Secretary Arthur 
Roche, issued a decree from their 
offices at the Vatican. 

Here is a small portion of that 
decree:

“The Church, both in the East 
and in the West, has always re-
garded Saint Mary Magdalene the 
first witness of the Lord’s resurrec-
tion and the first evangelist, and 
with the greatest reverence has 
always honored her, although in 

diverse ways.”
“Given that in our time the 

Church is called to reflect in 
a more 
profound 
way on the 
dignity of 
Woman, 
on the New 
Evange-
lization 
and on the 
greatness 
of the Mystery of Divine Mercy, it 
seemed right that the example of 
Saint Mary Magdalene might also 
fittingly be proposed to the faith-
ful. In fact this woman, known 

as the one who loved Christ and 
who was greatly loved by Christ, 
and was called a ‘witness of Divine 

Mercy’ by Saint Gregory the 
Great and an ‘apostle of the 
apostles’ by Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, can now rightly be 
taken by the faithful as a 
model of women’s role in the 
Church.”

“Therefore the Supreme 
Pontiff Pope Francis has 
established that from now 

on the celebration of Saint Mary 
Magdalene should be inscribed 
in the General Roman Calendar 
with the rank of Feast rather than 
Memorial.”

This is a great honor to the wom-
an referred to as the “apostle to 
the apostles.” In a time when the 
eyewitness testimony of a wom-
an would not be allowed in court, 
God chose Saint Mary Magdalene, 
a woman who strived to live a 
Christ-centered life, as the first 
witness and herald of the joyful 
Easter message. Saint Mary Mag-
dalene is truly the first disciple to 
be proclaiming the Good News of 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

She is the best example to all 
of us who might be a bit shy in 
sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ’s triumph over sin and 
death. Knowing that her words 
would not be taken seriously, she 
still responded to the Lord’s call 
and shared the Gospel joy anyway. 
We can’t forget that she was cho-
sen and sent by the Risen Christ 

himself to bring the Easter joy 
to the leaders of the blossoming 
Church. 

Early on that first Easter morn-
ing in the garden, the Risen Christ 
appeared to Saint Mary Magda-
lene. She loved him in life and she 
witnessed his death on the cross 
while others ran away and fearful-
ly hid themselves.

 Saint Mary Magdalene sought 
him as he lay in the tomb, ready 
to anoint the body of the Lord, but 
everything changed. She did not 
tearfully prepare the dead body of 
the Lord. She cheerfully was the 
first to adore our Risen Lord on 
Easter morning!

Saint Mary Magdalene began 
her apostolic duty to triumphantly 
proclaim Christ’s victory and she 
was honored by the apostles for 
doing so. Thanks to her, the Good 
News of the victory of love and life 
continues to reach the ends of the 
earth. 

Saint Mary Magdalene, example 
of what it means to be a true evan-
gelist, pray for us.

The Feast of Saint Mary Magda-
lene is July 22.
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The apostle to the apostles
The first Easter witness

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

The 50-day party 

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

The Catholic Difference

If you can find it in your attic, open your old, 
pre-Vatican II Missal, and look at the Sundays 
between Easter and Pentecost, which are titled 
“Sundays after Easter.” Now look at a contem-
porary Missal, or your current issue of “Magni-
ficat,” and note the difference: those Sundays 
are now styled “Sundays of Easter.” Three letters 
were lost in the transition from “after” to “of,” 
but that subtraction represents a great recovery 
of liturgical insight. 

I’ve had occasion to express my discontents 
with the post-conciliar liturgical calendar; any-
one interested can find my complaints, and pro-
posed fixes, in the chapter on liturgy in my book, 
“Evangelical Catholicism.” 

But, in this instance, the postconciliar reform 
got it exactly right when the 1969 “General 
Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar” 
explained the Easter Season in these terms: “The 
50 days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost are 
celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, 
or better as one ‘great Sunday.’ These above all 
others are the days for the singing of the Allelu-
ia” [22]. 

The idea of the Easter Season as one, great, 
50-day-long Sunday traces its origins to the 
eastern doctor of the Church, Athanasius; its 
recovery today ought to help us appreciate the 
Easter Season, and indeed the entire liturgical 
year, at greater depth. 

The shift from Sunday’s after Easter to Sun-
days of Easter is so evocative because that small 
change in preposition tells us that “Easter” is 
not something that happens for 24 hours and 
ends when the leftover ham and chocolate bun-

nies are put away after dinner. Rather, “Eas-
ter” is one continuous 50-day feast, one “great 
Sunday,” and it should be lived that way, with as 
much revelry as possible. 

The 50-day party, properly catechized and 
preached, also gives the Church an annual 
opportunity to reflect on its own birth. For the 
Church is born of Easter faith, which begins 
with the encounter with the Risen One. And, 
that encounter changes everything. Meeting the 
Risen Lord, the Church begins to live the life of 
the Kingdom within history, as the Resurrection 
restores history to its proper course. Recognizing 
the Risen Lord in the breaking-open of the Scrip-
tures and the breaking of bread, the Church 
experiences the New Life – life in the messianic 
era, here and now. 

Receiving the Holy Spirit, at the “Johannine 
Pentecost” recounted on Divine Mercy Sunday 
and on the 50th day of the “great Sunday,” the 
Church is sent into the world on mission, pro-
claiming the Gospel and the forgiveness of sins.

In the ancient Church, these 50 days were the 
time of “mystagogical catechesis,” during which 
the newly baptized catechumens were drawn 
deeper into the Church’s sacraments and their 
full meaning, which could only be grasped after 
the sacrament of “illumination,” baptism. 

And, if Lent (the last lap for the ancient cate-
chumens) is an annual opportunity for each of 
us to “re-enter” the catechumenate and ponder 
anew the basics of the faith through the three 
great catechumenal Gospel readings (Jesus and 
the woman at the well; Jesus and the man born 
blind; the raising of Lazarus), then Easter, con-

sidered as 
one 50-
day “great 
Sunday,” 
offers 
each of 
us the op-
portunity 
to reflect 
on the 
commission to be missionary disciples that we 
were given at baptism, and to which we pledged 
ourselves anew at the Easter renewal of baptis-
mal promises. 

How many Catholics imagine that the liturgical 
year is a kind of happenstance, things occurring 
when and how they do in a more-or-less random 
way? Too many, perhaps, and that’s especial-
ly true of the Easter Season, which also gets 
cultural short shrift because of the dominance 
of Christmas and “the holidays.” All the more 
reason then, for preaching during the “great 
Sunday” to stress the 50-day party as the pivot 
of the Church’s entire year of grace, to which 
all that comes before points, and from which all 
that follows flows. 

Substituting the Apostles Creed for the 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed on the Sun-
days of Easter, for which the rubrics provide, is 
another good way to highlight the distinctiveness 
of the Easter Season. For the Apostles Creed is 
the baptismal creed of the Roman Church, and 
the 50-day party is, preeminently, a celebration 
of the saving grace of baptism. 

Party on. 



“We are so grateful to them for helping 
us,” DeNegri said. 

MSM recently has completed a five-year 
vision plan. The Cornerstone Inclusion 
Program came about after the school had 
received inquiries over the years from par-
ents wanting their special needs children 
enrolled at Mount Saint Mary to have a 
Catholic experience and be included in the 
curriculum of the school.

Also welcoming the new program is Mallo-
ry Tacmire, a Mount counselor.

“We are excited for the Cornerstone Inclu-
sion Program to begin this fall,” she said. 
“When you walk through the doors at Mount 
Saint Mary, it is so easy to feel the love that 
surrounds this place. We never want anyone 
to be denied the chance to have a Catholic 
education and the students who will be in 

our new 
program 
are just as 
deserving of 
this educa-
tion as the 
person next 
to them.”

DeNegri 
said there will be students who will be aides 
to the special needs students and there will 
be inclusion. 

“For everything we do, such as homecom-
ing dances, we want them to be a part of it 
and experience it with us,” she said.

She pointed out the new program built 
on Catholic values and the “significance of 
human dignity,” being vital.

In the past, the principal noted Mount 
Saint Mary was not prepared to take on the 
responsibility of students with special needs.

“It is our purpose as a Catholic institu-
tion to provide an education for all learners 
because we are called to do so.”

While she considers the program an out-
reach to students needing help, she believes 
the overall student body and staff will bene-
fit the most.

“Our newest Rockets will be the ones to 
show us Christ’s love and acceptance, and it 
is they who will enrich our lives.”

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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St. Gregory’s receives coveted recommendation 
by The Newman Guide

Catholic Day with the OKC Dodgers

April 23

Chickasaw 
Bricktown 
Ballpark

Youth and Young 
Adult Office

Nancy Housh, director
nhoush@archokc.org

(405) 721-5651, Ext. 115
Photos Dana Attocknie 
and provided. 

GALA

SAVE THE DATE
The Knights of Columbus & Center of Family Love Present

JUNE

17
2017

6:00 P.M.
Reception

&
7:00 P.M.

Dinner

BILL & CAROL BROWN
Community Volunteer Service Award

JOE PIERCE
Harold J. Wittrock Humanitarian Award

Tickets & Sponsorships: 405.263.7100

2017 Honorees

National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum

www.centeroffamilylove.org

SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Ca$h Raffle Drawing on Saturday, June 17, 2017

Grand Prize- $10,000 • Second Prize- $2,000 • Three Prizes- $1,000
Six Prizes- $500 • Ten Prizes- $200

Need not be present to win

The mission of the Center of Family Love is to provide quality lifetime care 
to individuals with developmental disabilities.

&

Ticket Price: $150/person
Black Tie Optional

Photos Diane Clay.

CENTER of FAMILY LOVE

Archbishop Coakley blessed 
two buildings on April 27 at 
The Center of Family Love in 
Okarche.

SERVING THE INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED THROUGH CHRIST

The Mount launching program for students with special needs

Photos provided.

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s University has been recom-
mended in the 2017-2018 edition of “The Newman Guide to 
Choosing a Catholic College,” a publication of The Cardinal 
Newman Society that recommends 29 Catholic colleges, 
universities and higher education programs for excellence in 
faithful Catholic education.

At Saint Gregory’s University, undergraduates increased 15 
percent in five years, with exponential growth in the univer-
sity’s new nursing program. Additionally, a new initiative fo-
cuses on “seamless education” from the liberal arts to career 
preparation.

“In the last 10 years, the institutions recommended in 
The Newman Guide have experienced remarkable success 
while remaining committed to a strong Catholic identity,” 
said Cardinal Newman Society President Patrick Reilly. “The 
reputation of and appreciation for these faithful institutions 
is certainly growing in the Church, and they have become 
pillars of the New Evangelization in America.”

The late Father 
Benedict Groeschel, 
CFR, who wrote the 
preface to the first 
Newman Guide 10 
years ago, said it was the New-
man Society’s “most important 
contribution to Catholic higher 
education ever.”

Since the first edition of The 

Newman Guide in 2007, the Newman Society has greatly expanded the 
profiles of the recommended colleges online at TheNewman Guide.com, 
distributed more than 100,000 free copies of the companion magazine 
My Future, My Faith, and launched the innovative Recruit Me! program 
to introduce families to The Newman Guide colleges.

continued from page 1



Many people viewed the highly 
successful film, “Gimme Shelter.” 
Now, there is a book that tells that 
same story and more; it is Kathy 
DiFiore’s “Gimme Love, Gimme 
Hope, Gimme Shelter.”

Both 
titles are 
taken 
from 
lyrics 
written 
in 1969 

by the Rolling Stones: “Oh a storm 
is threatening my very life today/ 
If I don’t get some shelter, oh 
yeah, I’m gonna fade away.” The 
words were written in response 
to the war in Vietnam. The title of 
“Gimme Shelter” is meant to sug-
gest the fear and desperation expe-
rienced by the young women who 
come to Several Sources, a shelter 
established and run by DiFiore.

While the movie “Gimme Shel-
ter” is primarily the story of Ap-
ple, a pregnant teenager who 
finds help at Several Sources, the 
book “Gimme Love, Gimme Hope, 
Gimme Shelter” is much more Di-
Fiore’s story. 

This does not mean the book is 
autobiographical. DiFiore is one 
of those genuinely humble, spir-
it-filled souls who really don’t talk 
about themselves very much. 

“This book is not meant to be my 
memoir,” she writes.

She tells her story by telling the 
stories of some of the girls and 

women she has helped. She writes 
about Apple and Darlisha and Eri-
ka and Samantha and many other 
“young, abandoned, and confused 
mothers” who are struggling with 
an unplanned pregnancy. Not all 
are young teenagers. Some are in 
their 20s, and one is nearly 40.

All of them have had troubled 
lives. They have been abused and 
neglected; many of them were ac-
tually homeless.

DiFiore writes, “I, too, was 
abused and homeless once.” She 
doesn’t dwell on this, 
only briefly explain-
ing that her husband 
abused her mentally 
and physically. 

“Even now I hesitate 
to write about my per-
sonal story,” she tells 
us.

She moved on with 
her life. She had a 
good education, and 
she was able to find 
work and eventually 
owned her own home.

Then, in 1981, she 
opened her home to 
assist women in need, 
and said that, “as 
the years have come and gone, 
thousands of women have passed 
through Several Sources shelter’s 
doors.”

The women are given food and 
clothing, a place to live, medical 
care, and a chance to get some 
type of education or job training 
that will help them live successful-

ly and independently. There are, 
“full-time housemothers who are 
there to bond with the mothers, 
conduct nightly prayer, and pro-
vide for each individual mother’s 
needs.”  Bible study is a require-
ment for all residents, and they 
learn “how much God loved them 
while they were in their mother’s 
wombs.”

Things were not always easy for 
DiFiore. At one point, the state of 
New Jersey tried to shut down her 
home and fined her $10,000 for 

operating an un-
licensed boarding 
house. 

Taking a long 
shot, DiFiore 
asked Mother 
Teresa to help 
her. Mother Te-
resa, “offered to 
help in any way 
necessary,” and 
in fact Mother 
wrote to the New 
Jersey governor. 
The story made 
the newspapers 
and even caught 
the attention of 
then President 

Ronald Reagan. Everything worked 
out, and the shelter continued to 
operate.

DiFiore’s writing will surely 
remind the reader of Saint Teresa. 
DiFiore frequently quotes Scrip-
ture and inserts prayers in her 
writing. Prayer seems to be her 
one constant.

When a reporter asked her, 
“Who is your press agent?” DiFiore 
responded, “God!” She says she 
“gave Our Lord a blank check to 
do in my life what he would.” She 
explains, “I am not an accoun-
tant or a bureaucrat working with 
numbers. The counting I leave to 
God and His Holy Angels.” 

Most beautifully, she writes that, 
“when these women come to us, 
they are accompanied by another 
tiny soul – a brother or sister in 
Christ – who has yet to take their 
first breath of life.”

DiFiore has accomplished all 
this while battling cancer. God has 
picked her up and used her for his 
holy purposes worldwide. In 1999, 
Several Sources became an NGO 
of the United Nations. Children 
who were victims of the Chernobyl 
disaster visited the United States 
for three weeks in March of 1998 
and were hosted by Several Sourc-
es. DiFiore’s group has worked to 
help “Ghana Quarry Children,” 
providing them with protective 
gloves and goggles. Her mission 
has spread to the Ukraine and to 
Uganda.

In her conclusion, DiFiore writes 
that she has asked that the walls 
of her home in heaven, “would be 
covered with photos of all those I 
have helped in His Holy Name, so 
I could learn and understand His 
Divine Mercy.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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The book behind the movie   
By J.E. Helm 

The Sooner Catholic
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Sister Laurian McDonald, BVM, 87, 
died Oct. 4, 2016, at Caritas Center 
in Dubuque, Iowa. Burial in Mount 
Carmel Cemetery.

In the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, Sister Laurian taught elemen-
tary school at Saint Charles in Okla-
homa City. She taught elementary 
school and was religion coordinator 
in Phoenix, Kansas City and Glen-
dale, Santa Ana and Petaluma, all in 
California. 

She was born in Alhambra, Calif., 
on Nov. 9, 1928, to Lawrence and 
Laura McCall McDonald. She entered 
the BVM congregation Sept. 8, 1947, 
and professed first vows on March 19, 
1950, and final vows on Aug. 15, 1955.

Memorials may be given to the Sisters of Charity, BVM Support 
Fund, 1100 Carmel Drive, Dubuque, Iowa 52003, or online at www.
bvmcong.org/whatsnew_obits.cfm.

Sister Laurian McDonald

Sister Laurian McDonald, BVMFrom the Archives …

Saint Patrick’s Mission baseball team, Anadarko, 1895. Saint 
Patrick’s was the brainchild of the remarkable Benedictine 
missionary Father Isidore Ricklin. The funds needed to build 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

the mission were procured from Saint Katharine Drex-
el at the behest of Archbishop Patrick Ryan of Phila-
delphia. Because of Archbishop Ryan’s intercession, 
the American Indian mission was given the very Irish 
name of Saint Patrick’s to honor the archbishop.

Birth Choice presents 
Celebration of Life 

Award
Earlier this month, Birth Choice 

named the recipient of the 2017 
Celebration of Life Award – Mari-
lyn Blevins. 

Blevins has been a faithful office 
volunteer and donor for more 
than 18 years. She serves as the 

Celebration of Life 
Walk committee 
chairman, and 
can be found at 
the Birth Choice 
office every Tues-
day night help-
ing mothers and 
babies.  

“One of my 
biggest blessings was the Tues-
day night a young couple came 
to us. They were very upset and 
confused about their pregnancy. 
Abortion was definitely on their 
mind. They had no family here. 
They were totally alone. She cried 
and cried. She said she wanted 
her mom, so I held her in my arms 
and told her I couldn’t take her 
mom’s place but I could be her 
temporary mom!” Blevins said.  

“We convinced her to schedule 
an ultrasound. They chose life 
for their baby, and at 26 weeks, 
a precious baby boy, Jose, came 
into this world. All of the Tuesday 
night girls have adopted Baby 
Jose, so we are now his aunties 
and I am still her mom. We are 
their family.”  

Blevins also has served as 
president of Saint James Altar 
Society and is a member of the 
Saint Theresa of Calcutta Guild. 
She has served as an officer of the 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, is the liaison with Saint 
Ann Retirement Center, and is 
co-chair for the funeral dinners at 
Saint James.

Marilyn Blevins

St. Francis Xavier
Archbishop Coakley visited with faculty, 

staff and parishioners at St. Francis Xavier in 
Enid on May 3.

Photos Diane Clay and Mike Drost.

Scholarship Fund

Catholic Schools
OPPORTUNITY

For the 2017-2018 
school year

Scholarships for any of the 22 Catholic elementary or high schools in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Contact the school principal at the school of 

choice for more information. www.archokc.org/directory/schools

APPLY SOON!
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Fátima después de cien años
Hay fechas y eventos que están siempre uni-

dos en nuestros recuerdos. Los mayores recor-
damos precisamente dónde estábamos cuando 
escuchamos o tal vez sentíamos lo del atentado 
del edificio federal Murrah el 19 de abril de 
1995 aquí en la ciudad. De manera similar, 
recuerdo el momento en que oí que le habían 
disparado a San Juan Pablo II en la Plaza de 
San Pedro el 13 de mayo de 1981. Recuerdo vi-
vamente como me conmovió y mi incredulidad.

El atentado contra San Juan Pablo 
II fue chocante en todo el mundo. 
Como joven seminarista, cierta-
mente sacudió mi mundo. No pasó 
mucho tiempo antes de que alguien 
señalara que el intento fue hecho en 
la fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Fáti-
ma, exactamente 64 años después 
de la primera aparición de María a 
los tres pastorcitos en Portugal. El 
significado de esa aparente coinci-
dencia no se perdió en San Juan 
Pablo II. Debería haber muerto. Su 
asaltante era un asesino entrenado 
disparando desde sólo unos metros 
de distancia. Mientras se estaba re-
cuperando de sus heridas, San Juan 
Pablo comentó: “Una mano disparó 
y otra guio la bala”. Le atribuyó a 
María el haber salvado su vida ese 
día. Hoy, esa bala está incrustada 
como una joya en la corona de la 
imagen de Nuestra Señora de Fátima 
en su santuario en Portugal.

En su mensaje para el mundo en 
1917, María instó a los tres pastor-
citos a rezar el Rosario y a ofrecer 
sacrificios por la conversión de los 
pecadores. Entre los “secretos” confiados a 
los niños, ella proféticamente advirtió sobre 
el surgimiento del ateo comunismo soviético y 
su propagación por todo el mundo. Ella ad-
virtió de una pérdida generalizada de la fe en 
el mundo. El resto del siglo XX verificó clara-
mente la exactitud de las urgentes adverten-

cias de María en Fátima. 
San Juan Pablo vio claramente la providencia 

de Dios en su inesperada elección al papado 
como un joven cardenal de Polonia, un país 
católico que había sido brutalmente oprimi-
do a lo largo del siglo, primero por el nazismo 
de Hitler y luego por el comunismo soviético. 
Entre las historias verdaderamente notables 
del siglo XX está el papel central que San Juan 
Pablo II desempeñó en derribar el comunismo 

soviético, 
primero en 
Polonia y 
después en 
todo el blo-
que soviéti-
co. 

Desde el 
principio 
hasta el 
final, fue 
una batalla 
espiritual, no 
meramente 
geopolítica. 
Se veía a sí 
mismo como 
un instru-
mento de 
la Virgen 
María. Él se 
hizo a sí mis-
mo devoto 
y siervo de 
ella, como lo 
demuestra 
su lema “To-
tus Tuus”, 

totalmente tuyo.
Este año, domingo 13 de mayo, se conmem-

ora el centenario de la primera serie de apari-
ciones marianas que se iniciaron en Fátima, 
Portugal, el 13 de mayo y continuó hasta el 13 
de octubre de 1917.

Fátima se ha convertido en uno de los des-

tinos de peregri-
nación católica 
más queridos y 
populares del 
mundo. Ha sido 
visitado por fieles 
de todo el plane-
ta y por varios 
papas, entre ellos 
San Juan Pablo 
II que regresó el año después de sobrevivir al 
intento de asesinato para agradecer a la Virgen 
María por preservar su vida.

Este año, el Papa Francisco visita Fátima 
en el centenario de la primera aparición para 
presidir los actos del centenario y canonizar a 
dos de los tres pastorcitos, Francisco y Jacinta 
Marto, a quienes la Virgen María se les apare-
ció en 1917. Francisco, 11, y Jacinta, 10, en 
el momento de su muerte, son los niños no 
mártires más jóvenes que han sido beatificados 
por la Iglesia.

Cien años después, el mensaje de Fátima es 
tan relevante hoy como siempre. Aunque el 
bloque soviético ha caído, el comunismo ateís-
ta todavía representa una amenaza global a 
través de las crecientes tensiones a lo largo de 
la zona de demarcación, separando a Corea del 
Norte y Corea del Sur. Otras ideologías peligro-
sas, como el extremismo islámico radical, el 
consumismo materialista egoísta y el racismo 
que teme al miedo continúan amenazando la 
dignidad humana y el florecimiento humano en 
nuestro mundo de hoy. 

María nos convoca a la oración y al sacrificio. 
Ella nos convoca a una conversión más profun-
da y a orar por la conversión de aquellos que 
están paralizados por la indiferencia, cegados 
por el odio y por las mentiras propuestos por 
el maligno. El campo de batalla no es primor-
dialmente geopolítico, sino espiritual. Se está 
librando en cada corazón humano. María nos 
señala siempre a Jesús, que es el camino, la 
verdad y la vida.

Maestra que salió de Argentina durante ‘guerra sucia’ logra su meta

PORTLAND, Ore. – Claudia 
Raffaele conoce el miedo de ser 
detenida a punta de pistola en 
Argentina, el cansancio hasta 
los huesos que viene de trabajar 
un turno de nueve horas en una 
fábrica en Los Ángeles y la preocu-
pación y la carga emocional de 
atender a tres hijos como madre 
soltera.

Durante una tarde reciente en la 
escuela secundaria jesuita en Port-
land, el pasado de Raffaele salió 
de la misma manera que lo hace 
todos los días: en su pasión por la 
enseñanza y un deseo insaciable 
de aprender.

“Claudia tiene los fundamen-
tos de cualquier buena maestra 
porque ama a sus estudiantes, es 
paciente y organizada”, dijo Paul 
Hogan, director de la escuela. 
“Pero lo que es más impactante es 
que ella está constantemente cre-
ciendo y hambrienta de mejorarse.

“Y uno no tiene muchas perso-
nas aquí que han huido de una 
dictadura militar”, él añadió. “Soy 

inspirado diariamente, pensando 
de dónde ella vino”.

Si uno se sienta en la clase 
de español de Raffaele por unos 
minutos, uno ve una mujer de 
baja estatura, una persona en 
movimiento constante. Durante 
un momento ella está presentan-
do un nuevo verbo, en el próximo 
está zigzagueando entre pupitres 
contestando las preguntas de los 
estudiantes.

Raffaele, de 59 años de edad, 
sonríe a menudo en su salón 
de clase y eso no le sorprende a 
nadie: ella está viviendo un sueño 
que se le hizo difícil de realizar. 
Los padres de Raffaele se criaron 
pobres y trabajaron arduamente 
para darle a Raffaele y a su her-
mana una educación católica en 
Argentina, su país de origen.

Luchadora y determinada aun 
cuando era niña, Raffaele no 
puede recordar un momento en 
que no haya querido enseñar. 
Mientras algunas niñas pequeñas 
jugaban con casas de muñecas, 
ella pretendía ser maestra. “Yo 
sabía los nombres de todos mis 
estudiantes, llamaba asistencia y 

le daba calificaciones a los estudi-
antes imaginarios”, ella recordó de 
sus juegos de niña.

La mayor parte de la niñez de 
Raffaele fue estable, pero su país 
no. En 1955, Juan Perón, esposo 
de la legendaria María Eva Duarte 

de Perón, fue exiliado después de 
un golpe militar. Argentina en-
tonces entró en un largo periodo 
de dictaduras militares con breves 
intermedios de gobiernos consti-
tucionales.

Por Katie Scott 
Para el Catholic News Service

Claudia Raffaele habla con un estudiante en la escuela secundaria de los je-
suitas en Portland, Oregon el 2 de febrero. A pesar de obstáculos, Raffaele, de 
origen Argentina, realizó su sueño de ser maestra. Foto CNS/Katie Scott, Catholic 
Sentinel.
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Mientras Raffaele entraba la edad 
adolescente, la inestabilidad política 
de su país aumentaba. De 1976 a 
1983 el país que le dio al mundo el 
papa Francisco entró en un periodo 
conocido como “la guerra sucia”. La 
violencia, orquestada por los mili-
tares contra sospechados opositores 
políticos izquierdistas, dejó un esti-
mado de 10,000 a 30,000 personas 
desaparecidas o muertas.

Mientras la violencia aumentaba, 
Raffaele estudiaba en una universi-
dad de Buenos Aires para ser profe-
sora. Como estudiante, sin embar-
go, Raffaele corría riesgo y en varias 
ocasiones se le apuntó una pistola y 
se le ordenó tirarse al suelo.

En 1982, cuando Raffaele tuvo 
la oportunidad de venir a Estados 
Unidos, ella la tomó. Con 25 años, 
Raffaele llegó con una visa y casi 
nada más. “Yo no sabía inglés”, ella 
dijo. Pero no tomó un descanso de 
su misión de aprender. “Llegué a 
California un sábado y el lunes es-
taba asistiendo a clases (de idioma) 
durante la noche”.

Raffaele vino al país con su esposo 
pero después se divorció.

Con el tiempo, encontró trabajo 
en una fábrica en el centro urbano 
de Los Ángeles, a la cual llamó un 
taller clandestino. Raffaele recibía 
un salario bajo y trabajaba largas 
horas. Ella tomaba tres autobus-
es para llegar a su trabajo. Ella 

recortaba hilos y le daba vuelta a 
las camisas al revés todo el día. La 
mayoría de los obreros eran indoc-
umentados y, cuando su visa se 
venció, Raffaele también se convirtió 
en una trabajadora sin documentos.

Cuando tuvo su primer hijo, 
Eddie, fue un momento decisivo. 
“Pensé ‘él es la única persona doc-
umentada en mi vida y aprenderé 
este idioma por él’”.

Raffaele se dedicó a sus estudios 
con aun mayor fervor. Después de 
trabajar todo el día en la fábrica, 
llegaba a casa, le hacía de cenar a 
su hijo, iba a la escuela y regresaba 
a tiempo para poner a Eddie a la 
cama. Unos años después, tuvo una 
hija, Karolyn.

Hubo momentos en que ella pensó 
regresar a Argentina. “Pero una 
noche, mientras ponía a mi niñito 
en la cuna, me di cuenta: ‘No puedo 
hacerle esto a mis hijos. Ellos son 
estadounidenses. Estamos juntos 
en esto’”.

Más tarde a Raffaele se le con-
cedió amnistía bajo la ley de refor-
ma de inmigración del presidente 
Ronald Reagan y finalmente se hizo 
ciudadana estadounidense.

Raffaele ahorró suficiente din-
ero para enviar a sus hijos a una 
escuela católica, pero el trabajo en 
la fábrica no era estable, y frecuen-
temente se despedían trabajadores. 
Después de un despido, ella no 
veía cómo podía mantener a sus 
niños matriculados. La parroquia, 
sin embargo, estaba buscando un 

traductor para servirle a sus feligre-
ses en español y, debido a su inglés, 
que había mejorado, le ofrecieron el 
trabajo.

“Verdaderamente creo que nadie 
puede tener éxito sin una mano 
amiga, una mano que cuando 
uno está en un … lugar oscuro se 
extiende hacia abajo y hala a uno 
hacia arriba a la luz”, dijo Raffaele. 
“Tengo mucha gente que agradecer 
por todo lo que he recibido y con-
tinúo recibiendo”.

Cuando se mudó a Portland en 
1994, Raffaele tuvo otro hijo, Jean-
Luc, y poco a poco acumuló 
experiencia como profesora. Su 
determinación y arduo trabajo 
le abrieron puertas, como lo hi-
cieron las manos amigas de los 
administradores de la escuela 
jesuita. Su hijo Eddie anhelaba 
asistir a la escuela secundar-
ia jesuita, pero los costos de 
matrícula no cabían dentro del 
presupuesto de la familia. Los 
administradores jesuitas no 
solo encontraron una manera 
de matricular a Eddie, sino que 
también le dieron a Raffaele un 
trabajo de verano como maestra, 
lo cual eventualmente la llevó a 
un puesto permanente.

Determinada a enviar a sus 
tres hijos a la escuela jesuita, 
Raffaele a menudo manejaba 
tres trabajos, incluso como tra-
ductora y en un supermercado 
los fines de semana. 

Estos días tiene 17 años de 

trabajar en la escuela. Cuando no 
está dando clases, ella está en la 
universidad de Portland, donde está 
estudiando para obtener un doctor-
ado en educación.

Sus hijos están orgullosos de su 
madre, la mujer que soñó conver-
tirse en maestra cuando era una 
niña en Argentina y lo hizo realidad 
a pesar de incontables obstáculos.

“Ella vino a este país sin inglés y 
prácticamente comenzó desde cero”, 
dijo Eddie. “Es impresionante ver 
dónde ella está ahora”.

El 3 de junio del año pasado, día de la Solem-
nidad del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, el Carde-
nal Robert Sara, Prefecto de la Congregación 

para el Culto 
Divino y la 
Disciplina de 
los Sacramen-
tos, junto con el 
Arzobispo Sec-
retario Arthur 
Roche, emitió 
un decreto des-

de sus oficinas en el Vaticano.
He aquí una pequeña parte de ese decreto:
“La Iglesia, tanto en Occidente como en Ori-

ente, ha tenido siempre en gran consideración 
a Santa María Magdalena, la primera testigo y 
evangelista de la resurrección del Señor, y la 

ha celebrado de diversos modos.”
“En la actualidad, cuando la Iglesia es llama-

da a reflexionar más profundamente sobre la 
dignidad de la mujer, la nueva Evangelización 
y la grandeza del misterio de la misericordia 
divina, ha parecido bien que el ejemplo de 
Santa María Magdalena fuera propuesto tam-
bién a los fieles de un modo más adecuado. En 
efecto, esta mujer, conocida como aquella que 
ha amado a Cristo y que fue muy amada por 
Cristo; llamada por San Gregorio Magno ‘testi-
go de la divina misericordia’ y por Santo Tomás 
de Aquino ‘la apóstol de los apóstoles’, puede 
ser hoy propuesta a los fieles como paradigma 
del servicio de las mujeres en la Iglesia.” 

“Por eso, el Sumo Pontífice Francisco ha 
establecido que la celebración de Santa María 
Magdalena, de ahora en adelante, sea inscrita 
en el Calendario Romano General con el gra-

do de fiesta en vez de 
memoria, como hasta 
ahora.”

Este es un gran 
honor para la mujer 
llamada “La Apóstol de 
los Apóstoles”. En una 
época en que el testi-
monio de una mujer 
no se permitiría en 
una corte, Dios eligió 
a Santa María Magda-
lena, mujer que se es-
forzó por vivir una vida 
cristocéntrica, como 
la primera testigo del 
alegre mensaje de la 
Pascua. Santa María 
Magdalena es ver-
daderamente la prime-
ra discípula en proc-
lamar la Buena Nueva 
de la Resurrección de 

Jesucris-
to.

Ella es 
el mejor 
ejemp-
lo para 
todos 
nosotros 
que pu-
diéramos 
ser un poco tímidos al compartir la Buena 
Nueva del triunfo de Jesucristo sobre el pecado 
y la muerte. Sabiendo que sus palabras no se 
tomarían en serio, ella sin embargo respondió 
al llamado del Señor y compartió la Alegría del 
Evangelio de todos modos. No podemos olvi-
dar que ella fue escogida y enviada por Cristo 
Resucitado para llevar la alegría pascual a los 
líderes de la Iglesia floreciente.

Al principio de aquella primera mañana de 
Pascua en el jardín, Cristo resucitado se le 
apareció a Santa María Magdalena. Ella lo amó 
en vida y fue testigo de su muerte en la cruz, 
mientras que otros huyeron y se escondieron 
por el miedo.

Santa María Magdalena lo buscó mientras 
yacía en la tumba, dispuesta a ungir el cuerpo 
del Señor, pero todo cambió. Ella no preparó 
lágrimas el cadáver del Señor. ¡Ella alegre-
mente fue la primera en adorar a nuestro Re-
sucitado Señor en esa mañana de Pascua!

Santa María Magdalena comenzó su deber 
apostólico de proclamar triunfantemente la vic-
toria de Cristo y fue honrada por los apóstoles 
por hacerlo. Gracias a ella, la Buena Nueva 
de la victoria del amor y de la vida continúa 
llegando a los confines de la tierra.

Santa María Magdalena, ejemplo de lo que 
significa ser un verdadero evangelizador(a), 
ruega por nosotros.

La fiesta de Santa María Magdalena es el 22 
de julio.
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La apóstol de los apóstoles
Primera testigo de la Pascua

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 
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Briefs

SEPTEMBER 30, 2017  
6:00 PM - 10:30 PM

ARENA AT 
COX CONVENTION CENTER

1 Myriad Gardens.
Oklahoma City, OK

SIGN UP TODAY! TICKETS JUST $39! 
SPECIAL EARLY BIRD PRICING: $29!

Includes event bag valued over $70. 

MATTHEW KELLY
with Special Musical Guest Eliot Morris

Are you ready to become a better-version-of-yourself?  
How about the-best-version-of-yourself®? Join Matthew 
Kelly for a not-so-typical church event and start living 
every day with passion and purpose.

Dynamic Catholic presents...

L I V I N G  E V E R Y  D AY  W I T H

PASSION  
 PURPOSE &

My cousin’s granddaugh-
ter lay critically ill in the 
hospital, and the prognosis 
was hour-to-hour. Lee Ann 
prayed. Her instinct was an 
overwhelming desire to “will” 
her granddaughter back to 
health. 

Medically, though, Lee Ann 
could do nothing to change the 
situation. Instead of fretting or 
wringing her hands, Lee Ann 
took action. She volunteered 
to babysit her granddaughter’s 
dog.

Lee Ann’s story illustrates 
perfectly the spirit of volun-
teers that Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting is seeking. We 
need your help in a variety of 
ways. Just as my cousin is not 
the heroic, medical professional 
that is restoring her grand-
daughter’s well-being, we do not 
expect you as our volunteer to 
star in a radio production with 
soaring ratings that will have 
businesses clamoring to under-
write our network.

Catholic Radio volunteers 
can drive people to the airport, 
answer the telephone during 
the radiothon, help with contri-
butions, and assess and repair 
storm-damaged equipment.  

Catholic radio in Oklahoma 
has come a long way from its 
early beginnings of a mere two 
hours a day in Oklahoma City. 
Now, it reaches people in just 
about every part of the state, 24 
hours a day. As we continue to 
mature into the instrument of 
evangelization that God intends 
us to be, we need more help to 
make that happen. 

I am reaching out to you, 
readers and listeners, and ap-
pealing for your involvement. If 
you are inspired to help, e-mail 
sallycrowenash@gmail.com. In-
clude your name and telephone 
number. One of us will contact 
you and welcome you to our 
adventure!

Sally Crowe Nash 
sallycrowenash@gmail.com 
(405) 441-3798

Are you listening? By Sally Crowe Nash

Oklahoma Catholic Radio Stations
OKC - 97.3 FM KKNG
Antlers - 90.3 FM KMAC
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM KPIM
Clinton - 98.3 FM KFWG
Edmond - 100.9 FM KSMJ
Elk City - 100.7 FM KPFS

Tulsa - 94.9 FM KIOP
Lawton - 88.3 FM KOEG
Prague - 88.3 FM KIOP
Ringwood - 104.9 FM KEUC
Shawnee - 107.1 FM KOGD
Woodward - 93.3 FM KFPP

Pilgrimage to Baltimore
Join Fr. Stephen Bird on a 

pilgrimage to the Baltimore area 
Aug. 24-28. Baltimore was the 
first diocese in the United States. 
Sites include the National Shrine 
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the 
National Shrine Grotto of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Mount St. Mary 
Seminary where Fr. Stanley Rother 
studied, and the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington D.C. Cost is $1,350 
pp dbl occ or $1,700 pp single 
occ. Deposit is $500 pp with final 
payment due by July 15. Package 
includes round-trip air, hotel, dai-
ly breakfast, one lunch, three din-
ners, admission to all scheduled 
activities and tips (except hotel). 
Contact Mary Fahy, (405) 721-
5651, Ext. 158. Space is limited. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Camp
Register for the 2017 Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Catholic Summer 
Youth Camp. Open to youth who 
have finished third grade through 

12th grade. Cost is $300 pp. De-
posit of $100 due at registration. 
Balance of $200 due May 2. Schol-
arships available. Contact the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, (405)721-9220 or (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 115, OLOG2017@
archokc.org. www.archokc.org.

Bingo at St. James 
Bingo will be held May 25 at 

St. James, 41st and S. McKinley, 
OKC. All games $10. Food and 
drink reasonably priced will be 
served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo starts at 
6:30 p.m. Included are door prizes, 
all players receive an entry into 
Big Screen TV drawing in Octo-
ber and recognition for all players 
born in May.

Santa Fe Family Life Center 
pool season 

The Santa Fe Family Life Cen-
ter’s pool season begins Memorial 
Day weekend and runs through 
Labor Day. The pool offers lap 
swimming, swim lessons, flexi-

ble hours, and great fellowship. 
Family membership is $275 for the 
whole summer. Individual mem-
bership is $175. Knights’ families 
can enjoy the pool and fitness club 
benefits for $29.95/month. Call 
the Santa Fe Family Life Center, 
(405) 840-1817, stop by 6300 N. 
Santa Fe to sign up or visit www.
sfflc.com for more information.

Spirituality of Caregiving
St. James Health Ministry is 

sponsoring the “Spirituality of 
Caregiving” presentation by Mary 
Diane Steltenkamp, priests’ nurse 
and spiritual director, at 7 p.m. 
May 15 at St. James the Great-
er, 1224 S.W. 41, OKC. Contact 
Becky VanPool, (405) 834-3782 or 
Kay Hoffman, (405) 682-5191. 

Archdiocesan graduation cele-
bration

Graduates completing the Pasto-
ral Ministry program and the mas-
ter’s degree ministry program will 
be recognized at 10 a.m. May 20 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center chap-
el. Archbishop Coakley will preside 
at Morning Prayer. Reception will 
follow. 

Rother Heritage Gallery adds 
weekend hours

The Heritage Gallery at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, is present-
ing “The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day; and 9 a.m. - Noon on the fol-
lowing Saturdays - May 20, June 
17, July 29 and Aug. 19. Special 
tours arranged by calling (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 141.

Catholic Foundation Golf Classic
The 16th annual Catholic Foun-

dation Golf Classic is May 22 at 
Oklahoma City Golf and Country 
Club. Proceeds benefit archdi-
ocesan Catholic schools and the 
school/education endowment 
funds. Morning session 8 a.m. Af-
ternoon session 1 p.m. Silent auc-
tion 11:30 a.m. Wine and cheese 
reception 4:30 p.m. Awards dinner 
following afternoon play. Regis-
ter at www.cfook.org. Contact the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma 
at (405) 721-4115 or bsemtner@
archokc.org. 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
Have you had an abortion or 

been affected by another’s abor-
tion? Experience the healing love 
of Jesus Christ at a Rachel’s 
Vineyard weekend retreat May 26-
28. The retreat offers a profound 
opportunity to experience God’s 
love, forgiveness and compassion. 
Participation is strictly confiden-
tial. The retreat is sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Office of Family 
Life. No cost. Pre-registration re-
quired. Contact (405) 623-3844 or 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com.

 
Grier to celebrate 50 years of 
priesthood

The Rev. Monsignor Gregory A. 
Grier of the Diocese of Tulsa will 
celebrate his 50th anniversary of 
priesthood with Mass at 2 p.m. 
May 27 and Noon May 28 at Holy 
Family Cathedral, 122 W. 8, Tulsa. 
Reception following at the cathe-
dral’s Heiring Auditorium May 28. 
Monsignor Grier was ordained a 
priest on May 27, 1967, at Christ 
the King in his native Oklahoma 
City.

May 14, 2017 15Sooner Catholic

Jobs Box
Maintenance assistant

Catholic Charities is seeking a 
maintenance assistant to help with 
building and general maintenance. 
Typical hours are Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Apply at www.
ccaokc.org/careers.

BMCHS cafeteria staff
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a part-time 
worker for the cafeteria. Contact 
Laura Scott, LScott@bmchs.org, 
(405) 842-6656.

Teachers – Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School, Yukon, is accepting teach-
ing applications for the 2017-2018 
school year. Applicants should 
hold at least a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in desired teaching 
area. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Natalie Johnson, principal, St. 
John Nepomuk Catholic School, 
600 Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 
73099, or njohnson@sjnok.org.

Teachers - Okarche
Holy Trinity Catholic School, 

Okarche is accepting teaching 
applications for the 2017-2018 
school year. Applicants should 
hold, or be completing, at least 
a bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification. 
Send resume, cover letter and 
a copy of teaching certificate to 
Steve Lykes, principal, at slykes@
holytrinityok.org. Download ap-
plication at www.archokc.org/
multimedia/files/doc_down-

load/294-teacher-applica-
tion-packet. Call (405) 263-4422. 

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need 

of volunteers who will adminis-
ter pregnancy tests, mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara, (405) 606-8428. 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

*As of 12/31/2013 rated A++, Superior for financial strength by A.M. Best
**Ethisphere Institute, 2014

Gather your documents, 
contact your agent, and see how one of the “World’s Most Ethical”** 

companies can benefit your family.

• Are you looking for a rewarding career?

• Do you have a love for your faith and a
desire to serve your fellow Catholics?

• Do you have an entrepreneurial drive?

If you answered yes to these questions,
you may be just the person we're 
looking for.

To our sales force we offer: extensive
training, a secure territory with 
professional-level income potential, 
incentive bonuses, and continuing 
education opportunities.

Candidates must be eligible for membership.
For more information, please contact:

D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E

Career
Opportunity

Do you have what it takes 
to represent the Knights of Columbus? 

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
Office: 877-707-0752
Cell:405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E LO N G - T E R M  CA R E R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

A Comprehensive, Complimentary AnalysisA Comprehensive, Complimentary Analysis
A financial analysis for your family is available from the highest rated
life insurer in North America, the Knights of Columbus.* 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary 
financial analysis through their local field agent. Our agents – who are
also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a proven industry
analysis, that helps our members identify their goals and risks.

Benefits of a Review:

✦ Budget for your household, or your business

✦ Assess risks and future goals 

✦ Forecast a future college education or retirement budget 

✦ Fully integrable with both Social Security and corporate benefits

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.

May 

Mother’s Day.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Con-
ception, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. 
Call (405) 685-4806.

Spirituality of Caregiving, 7 
p.m. at St. James the Great-
er, 1224 S.W. 41, OKC. 
Contact Becky VanPool, (405) 
834-3782 or Kay Hoffman, 
(405) 682-5191. 

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During that time, the nove-
na prayers will be as follows 
– Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 

following 11 a.m. Mass.

Mount St. Mary Spring Music 
Concert at 7 p.m. May 17, 
MSM Auditorium. Admission 
is free and open to all.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, 
meet after 9:30 a.m. Mass at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Contact Karen Banks (405) 
396-9086 or Toni Harrelson, 
(405) 341-2199.

Archdiocesan graduation cel-
ebration, begins at 10 a.m. in 

the Catholic Pastoral Center 
for graduates completing the 
Pastoral Ministry program 
and the master’s degree min-
istry program. 

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province 
of St. Therese, meets Noon 
- 4:30 p.m. at Little Flower 
Church, OKC. Call Barbara 
Basgall (405) 826-3860 or Su-
san Staudt (405) 473-6328.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion 
center, 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
Norman. In case of inclement 
weather, participants meet 
at the chapel at St. Thomas 
More, 100 Stinson St., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang at 

(405) 249-1041, jlang9@cox.
net.

Annual Catholic Foundation 
Golf Classic at the Oklahoma 
City Golf and Country Club. 
Contact, (405) 721-4115 or 
bsemtner@archokc.org.

Bingo at 6:30 p.m. St. James, 
41st and S. McKinley, OKC. 
All games $10.

Feast of St. Philip Neri.

Rachel’s Vineyard weekend 
retreat May 26-28. Contact 
(405) 623-3844 or rachels-
vineyardokc@gmail.com.

Solemnity of the Ascension of 
the Lord.

Memorial Day – Catholic Pas-
toral Center closed.
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Motherhood also is her vocation.
Though Amy doesn’t necessarily equate her 

role as mother to that of a priest or nun, the 
Church does.

Pope Francis repeatedly has touted the role 
of mothers during his papacy, saying it’s of-
ten moms who nourish the religious strength 
in their children.

The pope’s statement is evident in the 
Laddbush household, where Amy Laddbush 
guarantees the Church is the central force in 
their family.

The children are educated in a Catholic 
home-school curriculum.

Prayers and Bible readings precede all 
daily lessons and school work in 
the home, several of the 
Laddbush children swim 
on a Catholic home-school 
team, they go to religious 
education classes at a local 
Catholic school and attend 
Mass at least twice a week – 
and sometimes more.

Msgr. Charles J. Par-
ry, pastor of the Laddbush 
family’s parish, Sacred Heart 
Church, told CNS the Church 
depends on parents to plant 
the seeds of the faith as they 
raise their children.

Amy Laddbush believes the 
Church is helping her raise vir-
tuous and responsible citizens.

“It’s our job to raise these 
children to be good and kind 
people,” she said. “Having the 
Church as our spiritual and 
moral guide is so important.”

For as much as Ryan 
Laddbush credits his wife for 
her skills as a mother, she 
credits her husband for pro-
viding her with the support 
needed to raise 11 children.

In addition to being the 
sole income provider for the 
family, she said he is a full 
partner in household chores, 
assisting in home-school 
lessons 

and teaching the 
faith to their children.

“We both have our strengths 
and our weaknesses, but we 
really complement each other 
in our role as parents,” she 
said. “I can’t imagine doing 
this without him.”

The two also rely on extend-
ed family for help. Once a 
week, the couple goes grocery 
shopping together and some-
times stops for an inexpensive 
dinner for two.

“We consider that our date 

night,” Amy Laddbush said 
with a laugh. 

To be good parents, they 
must be a strong couple, 
which requires attention to 
their relationship, they said.

The Laddbushes recognize 
their large family sometimes 
draws attention when they 
are in public. Occasionally, 
they are asked if all the chil-
dren are theirs – and a host 
of other questions.

“People often ask me how 
can we afford all of these 
children and I usually tell 
them we can’t,” she said.

Ryan Laddbush later said 
the family does manage 
to stay afloat financially 

by being frugal and not living beyond their 
means.

“Our family is the most important thing 
in our lives and we really don’t need much 
more,” he said, adding they commonly forgo 
expensive vacations, distant travels and 
restaurants.

 “Ultimately, I think this kind of life is 
teaching our children the most valuable les-
sons.”

So, are there any more children in store for 
Amy and Ryan Laddbush, who are both age 
40?

Amy insists that only God knows the an-
swer to that question, but she is partial to 
the number 12.

Catholic mom sees her 11 children as greatest Mother’s Day gift

CNS photos. 

The Santa Fe Family Life Cen-
ter’s pool season begins May 27 
and runs through Labor Day. The 
pool offers lap swimming, swim 
lessons, flexible hours and great fel-
lowship. The Santa Fe Family Life 
Center is operated by the Knights 
of Columbus. A family member-
ship is $275 for the summer, and 
an individual membership is $175.  
Knights’ families can enjoy the 
pool – and fitness club benefits – 
for $29.95/month. Call the Santa Fe 
Family Life Center, (405) 840-1817 
or stop by 6300 N. Santa Fe to sign 
up. Go online to www.sfflc.com for 
more information.

Students from Rosary Catholic School participated in the 
OKC Memorial Kids Marathon April 30 in downtown 
Oklahoma City. A survivor visited the school in the Fall 

and shared her story. With help from sponsors the students were 
able to buy 
shirts saying 
“Rosary 
Remembers” 
to wear in 
the race. PE 
teacher Beth 
Watts had 
the students 
run 25 miles 
in their PE 
classes over 
the past year, 
so they could 
register for 
the race. “We 
had so much fun, and then many of the students visited the mu-
seum afterwards. I thought it was a great experience for everyone 
involved!” Watts said. “The kids worked so hard, and I’m so proud 
of them!”

Santa Fe Family Life Center 
pool season begins May 27

Photos provided. 


