
FATIMA, Portugal – Standing be-
fore the Basilica of Our Lady of the 
Rosary, Pope Francis canonized two 
shepherd children who saw Mary at 
Fatima, but more importantly, he 
said, they heeded the call to pray 
for sinners and trust in the Lord.

“We declare and define Blessed 
Francisco Marto and Blessed Jacin-
ta Marto as saints,” the pope said 
May 13 as hundreds of thousands 
of pilgrims broke out in applause 
before he finished speaking.

The relics of the young shepherd 
children, encased in two thin golden 
crosses, were placed in front of the 
famed statue of Our Lady of Fatima, 

the “lady dressed in white” as the 
siblings and their cousin described 
her.

The Marian apparitions began 
May 13, 1917, when 9-year-old 
Francisco and 7-year-old Jacinta, 
along with their 10-year-old cousin 
Lucia dos Santos, reported seeing 
the Virgin Mary. The apparitions 
continued once a month until Oct. 
13, 1917, and later were declared 
worthy of belief by the Catholic 
Church.

After contracting influenza, Fran-
cisco died April 4, 1919, at age 10, 
while Jacinta succumbed to her 
illness Feb. 20, 1920, at age 9.

OKARCHE – Early on the morn-
ing of May 10, the mortal remains 
of Venerable Servant of God Father 
Stanley Francis Rother were ex-
humed from Holy Trinity Cemetery in 
Okarche and transported to Oklaho-
ma City. As required by the Church 
for the beatifi-
cation process, 
his remains were 
examined by 
medical pro-
fessionals and 
re-interred in the 
chapel at Resur-
rection Cemetery 
in northwest 
Oklahoma City.

Father Rother, 
who served as 
a priest in an 
Oklahoma mis-
sion in Santiago 
Atitlan, Gua-
temala, is the 
first recognized 
martyr from the 
United States 
and will be the 
first U.S. born 
male and first U.S. 
priest to be beatified during a cer-
emony this fall in downtown Okla-
homa City. Beatification is the last 
step before sainthood in the Catholic 
Church. 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
opened Father Rother’s cause for 
beatification in 2007 – 26 years after 
he was murdered in his rectory by 
unknown assailants believed to be 

government soldiers. By early 1981, 
Father Rother had been placed on a 
hit list along with several members 
of his parish staff and catechists for 
their continued aid, education and 
preaching of the Gospel to the poor 
population of Tz’utujil Indians.

At the request of his parishioners 
in Guatemala, Father Rother’s heart 
is enshrined inside the Guatemalan 

church. 
In December, 

Pope Francis de-
clared Father Roth-
er a martyr for the 
faith, which cleared 
the way for his be-
atification. Cardi-
nal Angelo Amato, 
S.D.B., who serves 
as the Prefect of 
the Congregation 
for the Causes of 
Saints in Rome, 
will celebrate the 
beatification Mass 
on Sept. 23 along 
with the Most Rev. 
Paul S. Coakley, 
Archbishop of 
Oklahoma City, 
and thousands of 

cardinals, bishops, 
priests, deacons and other faithful 
from across the United States. There 
is no charge and no tickets are re-
quired to attend the Mass.

“The witness of Father Rother’s 
life and death has been a source of 
encouragement and inspiration to me 
as a seminarian, priest and now as a
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Fatima seers become church’s 
youngest non-martyred saints

Venerable Stanley Rother’s remains exhumed, 
verified in next step before beatification

Archbishop Paul Coakley and Sr. Marita Rother, ASC, Father Rother’s 
sister, examine the nameplate on his vault at Holy Trinity Cemetery in 
Okarche. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 3

By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 

continued on page 4

Pope Francis uses incense as he ven-
erates a statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
during the canonization Mass of Sts. 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto, two of 
the three Fatima seers, at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal, May 13. 
Photo CNS.

Fr. Stanley Rother
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

aRother Heritage Gallery
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, 
is presenting “The Shepherd 
Cannot Run: A Retrospec-
tive on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free 
exhibit is open 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Monday-Friday; and 9 
a.m. - Noon on the following 
Saturdays - June 17, July 29 
and Aug. 19. Special tours 
arranged by calling (405) 
721-5651, Ext. 141.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

May 28 – Confirmation, 10:45 a.m., Saint Mary, Ardmore
May 30-June 2 – Annual Convocation of Priests, Quartz Mountain
June 3 – Transitional Diaconate Ordination, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
June 3 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., Saint James the Greater, OKC
June 4 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., Saints Peter and Paul, Kingfisher
June 6 – Saint Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
June 6 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9 a.m., CPC
June 6 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 8 – Mass, 11:30 am, Saint Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
June 9 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
June 10 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Saint Peter, Woodward
June 11 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Holy Cross, Madill

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

On Sept. 23, we will celebrate the beatification of 
the Venerable Servant of God Father Stanley Fran-
cis Rother. 

Since opening his cause for beatification and can-
onization in 2007, we faithfully have adhered to the 
rigorous protocols that govern every step leading to 
the official declaration that Father Rother is indeed 
worthy to be honored among the blessed in heaven. 

Beatification declares that the Servant of God is 
in heaven and worthy to be venerated at least at the 
local level. Ultimately, canonization is an exercise 
of papal infallibility, which declares that a person is 
a saint in heaven and worthy of veneration by the 
Church everywhere. 

At the conclusion of an exhaustive investigation 
this past December, Pope Francis declared Father 
Rother a martyr. Because he is a martyr, the mira-
cle ordinarily required for beatification is automat-
ically dispensed. He may be beatified right away. 
A miracle attributable to his intercession will still 
have to be verified, however, prior to his canoniza-
tion as a saint.

Earlier this month, we took another necessary 
step in the journey toward Father Rother’s beatifica-
tion. Because the blessed are offered to the faithful 
as worthy of public veneration, several safeguards 
must be completed to ensure a worthy veneration. 
The Church’s protocol requires that the body of the 
Servant of God be exhumed and examined by med-
ical experts and eye witnesses of his burial to verify 
the authenticity of the remains and the relics.

We undertook this 
process on May 10 
when we gathered at 
Holy Trinity Cemetery 
in Okarche where Fa-
ther Rother’s body has 
been interred since his 
death in 1981. At the 
end of the day, we com-
pleted this reverent and 
prayerful process by vesting Father Rother’s body 
in fresh Mass vestments, placing it in a new casket 
and interring his remains in the chapel at Resurrec-
tion Cemetery in Oklahoma City. 

Here, they will remain after his beatification until 
a permanent shrine can be built as a place of pil-
grimage and veneration for the faithful. This trans-
fer of the body to a sanctuary is one of the required 
protocols meant to ensure a proper public venera-
tion of the Church’s holy men and women.

When a man becomes a priest, he is called to 
leave father and 
mother, forgo a wife 
and family of his 
own so that he can 
more easily cling to 
Christ and go where 
he is sent in ser-
vice to God’s people. 
A priest is not his 
own. He is a man for 
others. Father Roth-
er understood this 
and lived this. He 
left his beloved fam-
ily and hometown of 
Okarche. Ultimate-
ly, he left Oklahoma 
when he was sent 
as a missionary to 
Guatemala. He spent 
the remaining years 
of his life dedicated 
to the parishioners 
he served in Santiago 
Atitlan and Cerro de 
Oro. 

Father Rother’s upcoming beatification and ulti-
mately his canonization are a further reminder that 
he now belongs to all of us. He has passed beyond 
the beautiful ties that bind us in this world to be-
come even more a man for others. As Risen Jesus 
said to Mary Magdalene on Easter morning, “Do not 
cling to me! I have not yet ascended to the Father.” 

Father Rother’s mission is now a universal one as 
an intercessor from heaven.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Do not cling to me!

God of power and mercy, 
you destroy war and put 
down earthly pride. Banish 
violence from our midst and 
wipe away our tears; that we 
may deserve to be called your 
sons and daughters.

Keep in your mercy those 
men and women who have 
died in the cause of freedom 
and bring them safely into 
your kingdom of justice and 
peace.

We ask this though Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Father Rother’s vault containing his original casket is lifted from the gravesite at Holy Trinity 
Cemetery in Okarche. Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma named Angie Tom-
linson the 2017 Catholic Nurse 
of the Year on May 11 during a 
Nurse’s Day Mass and dinner at 
Saint Charles Borromeo in Okla-
homa City. 

Tomlinson is the parish nurse 
at Saint Philip Neri in Midwest 
City, and is an officer on the 
Faith Community Nurses Asso-
ciation of Oklahoma.

“Angie always has approached 
her faith health ministry in a 
wholistic way, concerned for the 
physical, mental and spiritual 
health of each person,” wrote 
Father Timothy Fuller, pastor at 
Saint Philip Neri, in his nomina-
tion letter of Tomlinson.

“She has provided hearing 
tests for the entire student body 
of the school, began the Daniel 
Fast for the parish during the Lenten season 
and started our ‘Pray, Walk, Talk,’ a way for 
parishioners to exercise while at the same time 
praying and/or having meaningful conversa-
tion with a partner on the walk.” 

Because of Tomlinson’s efforts, Saint Philip 
Neri was named a Certified Healthy Oklaho-
ma Organization for 2016. She also conducts 
weekly exercise classes for the parish elderly, 
visits shut-ins and nursing home residents, 
and provides numerous presentations to 
groups in the diocese. 

The award includes a plaque, a $500 cash 
award to the recipient, and a $500 cash award 
to the recipient’s parish in his or her honor. 

The annual award, which 
was established in 2013, is 
given to a Catholic nurse 
who has made a signifi-
cant nursing contribution 
to a parish in the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

The award is open to any 
nurse who has demon-
strated a dedicated spirit 
in improving the health 
and wellness of his or her 
parish community.

During the ceremony, 
Father Tim Luschen, pas-

tor at Saint Charles Borromeo, spoke 
to those in attendance about his 
mother who battled multiple health 
issues and lived in a special care fa-
cility. He said the nurses would show 
the residents dignity and kindness, 

and cared 
for them 
in difficult 
situations.

Lus-
chen also 
recalled 
what 
Archbish-
op Coak-
ley said 
during the 
Mass, that 
the Lord 
calls peo-
ple to go 
out as am-
bassadors, 
as people 
who rep-
resent the 
love and 

mercy of God.
 “This evening, it is a privileged 

opportunity for me and for the 
Church to thank you, to express 
appreciation for your dedicat-
ed service for the way you bring 
Christ’s healing touch, Christ’s 
compassion, Christ’s care to those 
who you serve in His name,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.  “We thank 
you for that.”
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Catholic Foundation selects Catholic 
Nurse of the Year 

Barney Semtner, Archbishop Coakley. Ang-
ie Tomlinson and Fr. Timothy Fuller at the 
Nurse’s Day dinner May 11 at St. Charles Bor-
romeo in Oklahoma City. Photos Cara Koeing.

bishop. I consider it a great gift to be entrusted 
with overseeing the continuation of his cause 
for beatification and canonization begun by 
Archbishop Beltran,” Archbishop Coakley said. 

“His beatification is an unexpected blessing 
for Oklahoma and for the United States as we 
celebrate this ordinary 
man from humble be-
ginnings who answered 
the call to serve an 
extraordinary life. His 
witness will continue to 
inspire us for genera-
tions.”  

Before the exhuma-
tion of Father Rother’s 
remains in Okarche, his 
family led a procession 
to the gravesite and 
participated in a prayer. 

Once the vault was 
removed from the 
gravesite, it was trans-
ported to Oklahoma City where his remains 
were removed, examined and verified. He was 
placed in a new casket with golden vestments 
alongside a document signed by those in at-
tendance. A red ribbon was wrapped around 
the casket and sealed with a wax seal of the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
Archbishop Coakley, Archbishop Beltran led 

the priests in the singing of “Salve Regina,” a 
Gregorian chant hymn, before the casket was 
lowered into a crypt at Resurrection Cemetery. 

A closing prayer service wrapped up the sol-
emn process.

“It was a holy day. Father Rother’s presence 
was felt by many, and we 
are blessed as the Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma 
to present Father Rother’s 
life to the world,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.

A temporary sign marks 
the gravesite at Holy Trin-
ity Cemetery in Okarche 
where the original vault 
and casket are reburied. 
A permanent memorial 
marker will be placed. The 
chapel at Resurrection 
Cemetery, where Father 
Rother will remain until 
his shrine is completed, is 

locked for security, but visitors are welcome. 
Call (405) 721-4191.

For information about Father Rother’s life, 
his cause, the process of canonization and 
details about the beatification Mass, go online 
to stanleyrother.org.

continued from page 1

Venerable Stanley Rother

Father Rother’s burial crypt at Resurrection Cemetery 
in northwest Oklahoma City where he will remain until 
a new shrine is completed. 

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Holy Trinity Cemetery in Okarche northwest 
of Oklahoma City. Photos Diane Clay/Sooner 
Catholic.

Fr. Tim Luschen

Servant of God 
Fr. Stanley Rother

Beatification of

stanleyrother.org

10 a.m. Sept. 23
Cox Convention Center, OKC

Free admission
Tickets not required

Archbishop Coakley



The children, beatified by Saint 
John Paul II in 2000, are now 
the youngest non-martyrs to be 
declared saints by the Catholic 
Church.

Before his arrival 
at the shrine, the 
pope met privately 
with Portuguese 
Prime Minster Anto-
nio Costa and then 
made his way into 
the sanctuary that 
houses the tombs 
of Saints Francisco 
and Jacinta and 
their cousin Lucia, 
who died in 2005 at 
age 97. The dioc-
esan phase of her 
sainthood cause 
concluded in Feb-
ruary and now is 
under study at the 
Vatican.

Pope Francis 
stood for several 
minutes in front 
of the tombs with 
his eyes closed and 
head bowed. 

In his homily at the canoniza-
tion Mass, the pope reflected on 
the brief lives of the young sibling 
saints, who are often remembered 
more for the apparitions rather 
than for their holy lives.

But, it is Mary’s message and ex-
ample, rather than an apparition, 
that are important, he told the 
crowd, which Portuguese author-
ities estimated at about 500,000 
people.

“The Virgin Mother did not come 
here so that we could see her. 
We will have all eternity for that, 
provided, of course, that we go to 
heaven,” the pope said. 

Instead, he continued, Mary’s 
messages to the young children 
were a warning to all people about 
leading “a way of life that is god-
less and indeed profanes God in 
his creatures.”

“Such a life – frequently pro-
posed and imposed – risks leading 
to hell. Mary came to remind us 
that God’s light dwells within us 
and protects us,” the pope said. 

The hopeful message of Fatima, 
he said, is that men and women 
have a mother and like children 
clinging to her, “we live in the hope 
that rests on Jesus.”

Pope Francis called on the pil-
grims to follow the example of he-
roic virtue lived by Saint Francisco 
and Saint Jacinta, particularly 
their insistent prayer for sinners 
and their adoration of “the hidden 
Jesus” in the tabernacle. 

This continual presence of God 
taught to them by Mary, he said, 
“was the source of their strength in 
overcoming opposition and suffer-
ing.”

By following their example, the 
pope said, Christians can become 
“a source of hope for others” and 
counter “the indifference that 

chills the heart” and “worsens our 
myopia.”

“We do not want to be a still-
born hope! Life can survive only 
because of the generosity of other 
lives,” he said. 

It is with the light of hope, the 

pope added, that the Church can 
radiate “the true face of Jesus” and 
reach out to those in need. 

“Thus, may we rediscover the 
young and beautiful face of the 
Church, which shines forth when 
she is missionary, welcoming, free, 
faithful, poor in means and rich in 
love,” he said.

Addressing the sick before con-
cluding the Mass, Pope Francis 
said that Christ understands the 
“meaning of sorrow and pain” and, 
through the Church, offers comfort 
to the afflicted just as it did for 
Saints Francisco and Jacinta in 

their final moments. 
“That is the Church’s 

ministry: The Church 
asks the Lord to com-
fort the afflicted like 
yourselves, and he 
comforts you, even 
in ways you cannot 
see. He comforts you 
in the depths of your 
hearts and he com-
forts you with the gift 
of strength,” the pope 
said. 

The “hidden Jesus” 
the young shepherds 
adored in the Eucharist 
also is present “in the 
wounds of our broth-
ers and sisters” where 
Christians can adore, 
seek and recognize Je-
sus Christ.

Pope Francis encour-
aged the sick present 

at Mass to “live their lives as a 
gift” and to not think of them-
selves simply “as the recipients of 
charitable solidarity,” but rather 
“a spiritual resource, an asset to 
every Christian community.”

“Do not be ashamed of being a 
precious treasure of the Church,” 
he said.
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Paul S. Coakley
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Fatima seers become church’s youngest 
non-martyred saints

continued from page 1

Pope Francis blesses the sick with the Eucharist at the conclusion 
of the canonization Mass of Sts. Francisco and Jacinta Marto, two of 
the three Fatima seers, at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portu-
gal May 13. The Mass marked the 100th anniversary of the Fatima 
Marian apparitions, which began on May 13, 1917. Photo CNS.
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What is your 
home parish? 

My home par-
ish is Saint Mon-
ica in Edmond.

What seminary 
do you attend? 

I attend the 
Pontifical North 
American Col-
lege in Rome, 
Italy.

If it is God’s will, what year will you 
be ordained a priest? 

2019.

What advice would you give to some-
one discerning a call to the priest-
hood? 

I would give two pieces of advice: 
One, I would encourage him to talk with 
someone – a priest, a good friend, a par-
ent, a youth minister or teacher. When 
we are considering how God is calling 
us to live our lives it is so helpful to 
voice our questions out loud and to hear 
someone else receive them well. Two, I 
would encourage him to spend time each 
week in front of the Blessed Sacrament 
in quiet prayer and reflection, and to 
read from the Bible regularly because it 
is there that we learn how God speaks 
and what he sounds like.

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest? 

I most look forward to being invited 
into people’s lives as their pastor, to 
accompany them as they walk with 
Jesus, to assist them in hearing where 
his Spirit is guiding them, and to deepen 
their trust in our Father’s heart and will 
for them. 

Name one thing that every Catholic 
needs to know. 

One thing every Catholic needs to 
know is what the blind man knew in 
John 9, “One thing I do know is that I 
was blind and now I see.” Jesus had 
just healed this man who had been 
blind since birth. Each and every one 
of us needs the healing love of Jesus 
to touch and cure very real wounds we 
carry. To be able to say, “One thing I do 
know is that I was wounded and now I 
am healed.” 

Why choose a life of sacrificial love? 
Love is hard. Love is costly. Love looks 

like Jesus on the Cross for us. Love 
also is what gives us life. When we love 
someone more than we love our own 
selfishness or self-centeredness, a new 
kind of life that can only come from God 
is being born in us. When we choose 
to commit ourselves to a vocation, we 
are committing ourselves to have these 
opportunities for God to fill us with the 
new kind of life that only he can give by 
loving like he does. Without sacrificial 
love, we are less alive. 

Jerome Krug

This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
www.archokc.org/vocations/home

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

How do you hear God’s call in your life?
Editor’s Note: The following article originally 

appeared in Tower Topics, the magazine of Con-
ception Seminary College.

By Father Paul Sheller, O.S.B.

Father Brian Buettner serves as the vocations 
director for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
After graduating from the University of Oklaho-
ma in 2006 with a bachelor’s degree in zoolo-
gy-biomedical science, he began priestly forma-
tion at Conception Seminary College in the fall of 
2007. 

After completing the two-year pre-theology 
program at Conception, he began his theological 
studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome, finishing his bachelor’s degree in sacred 

theology in 2012. On June 29, 2013, Archbishop 
Coakley ordained him to the priesthood. 

Father Buettner was asked to return to Rome 
to complete his licentiate in sacred theology at 
the University of Saint Thomas Aquinas. He was 
appointed vocations director in June 2016.

Father Buettner has taken on his new role as 
vocations director with great energy and creativ-
ity. He was willing to share his experiences with 
priestly formation and offer his insights on how 
the members of the Church can encourage and 
support priestly vocations. 

How did you come to hear God’s call in your 
life?

I never serious-
ly considered the 
priesthood until I 
was in high school 
and college. I contin-
ued to serve Mass at 
Saint Mark in Nor-
man through college 
and enjoyed being 
so close to the Eu-
charist on Sundays. 
While preparing to 
enter medical school, 
I had a medical 
internship in Dutch 
Harbor, Alaska. It 
was there that I 
realized the severe 
priest shortage in 
the Church because 
the parishioners of 
Saint Christopher 
by the Sea had been 
without a priest for 
four years, after their 
priest died in a plane 
crash while flying to 
the island to cele-

brate the sacraments. I could not stop asking 
myself, “Who will stand up and take his place?” 
Those thoughts caused me to start praying the 
Rosary. Mary helped open my heart, so that it 
became more and more clear that God was call-
ing me not to be a doctor, but perhaps to be a 
Catholic priest.

In what ways did Conception Seminary Col-
lege help you in your preparation for priest-
hood? 

When I arrived at Conception Seminary Col-
lege, I had no idea what I was doing or even what 
seminary would be like. However, it was shortly 
after I arrived that I began to meet a lot of other 
seminarians who would later become my closest 
friends. The formation staff at Conception Semi-

nary College took their work 
seriously of forming po-
tential future priests. I felt 
surrounded by men of deep 
faith whose primary focus 
was to help me discern if 
God was truly calling me to 
the priesthood.

One of my friends, Alan 
Brown, a seminarian in his 
late-40s studied at Con-
ception Seminary College 
for the Diocese of Jefferson 
City. In our last semester 
at the seminary, Alan died 
unexpectedly. Understand-
ably, we were all shocked 
by his death. I remember 
the funeral homily given 
by Father Xavier Nacke, 
O.S.B., in which he said 
that God was not calling 
Alan to the priesthood, but 

he was calling Alan to the seminary as an ex-
ample of holiness to the future priests who lived 
and studied beside him. Even as we braved the 
bitterly cold wind at the cemetery in Jefferson 
City, I felt my heart burning with love for God 
and began to take my seminary formation even 
more seriously.

Now as a priest, God has blessed me with 
many extraordinary moments in which God’s 
presence was so deeply felt. Whether it was hold-
ing the hand of a person as they drew their final 
breath, granting absolution to a person who had 

Father Brian Buettner. Photo Tower Topics/Conception Seminary College. 

continued on page 8

Conception Seminary College alumni return for the Spring Encounter With 
God’s Call Weekend, bringing with them prospective seminarians from their 
home dioceses. Pictured left to right are: James Porter III, Fr. Cristobal De 
Loera, Fr. John Paul Lewis, Fr. Adam Droll and Fr. Daniel Grover. Photo Tower 
Topics/Conception Seminary College.



My name is Father Jack Wall, 
and I have a story to tell. It’s a tale 
of American Catholics who are liv-
ing in the poorest counties of the 
United States. 

It’s the inspiring story of peo-
ple richly blessed in faith, but 
living far below the poverty line. 
It’s the compelling story of people 
with a dream as beautiful and 
big as the dream that each of our 
ancestors had for us and for our 
families. And, it’s the enduring 
story of Catholic Extension – the 
vital Church link that tangibly 
connects American Catholics 
in a bond of solidarity that is 
nationwide and soul-deep. 

Throughout the past 10 
years, I have been privileged 
to serve as the president of 
Catholic Extension. We are a 
Chicago-based papal society 
that builds churches and 
strengthens the Catholic 
Church in America’s poorest 
places. 

In this new column, I want 
to invite you to join me in 
discovering all the good that 
is happening in our coun-
try’s poorest regions because 
of the presence of the Catho-
lic Church. 

Let me take you to a Tex-
an border town in the Rio 
Grande Valley – the poorest 
and most densely Catholic 
region in the country – where a 
struggling parish community 
with meager resources of its own 
is providing respite and temporary 
shelter for refugees. Despite their 
own poverty, Catholics are extend-
ing themselves in works of mercy 
to those who have even less. 

Journey with me to eastern 
Kentucky, where Catholics make 
up only 0.1 percent of the popu-
lation. Almost two-thirds of the 
Lexington diocese’s 43 counties 
are areas of persistent poverty. 
Yet, its small Appalachian Catholic 
communities are living the Gos-
pel by reaching out heroically to 
their neighbors. Forgotten people 
living in poverty know that when 
they are in dire straits, they can 
turn to Catholics for help. 

Just south of the U.S.-Canadian 
border, on a reservation in Mon-

tana where as many as 30 percent 
of residents face drug or alcohol 
addiction, an American Indian 
Catholic community is bring-
ing hope. This parish has an adult 
spiritual retreat movement, robust 
youth groups and an academically 
successful school that has be-

come a passport out of poverty for 
scores of American Indian chil-
dren.

The Spirit of God is truly present 
at what Pope Francis has called 
the “peripheries” of our society. 
The Spirit is palpably alive there 
because poor Catholics are tak-
ing responsibility for being the 
Church. They know that there 
will be no Church in their com-
munities unless they deliberately 
and defiantly choose to be Church 
together.

The Catholics I have met in 
these communities 
deeply embody the “joy 
of the Gospel” that Pope 
Francis exhorted us to 
express as hope for the 
world. They have come 
to the realization that 
they are more than the 
very difficult circum-
stances they face dai-
ly — a message that 
should remind all of us 
that we too are much 
more than our own cir-
cumstances. 

More than any social 
programs, the lived 
reality of being part of a 
Catholic faith commu-
nity touches something 
very profound in their 
lives. That is why, in 
his apostolic exhorta-

tion “The Joy of the Gospel,” Pope 
Francis said, “The worst discrim-
ination that the poor suffer is the 
lack of spiritual care. … We must 
not fail to offer them His friend-
ship, His blessing, His word, the 
celebration of the sacraments and 
a journey of growth and maturity 

in the faith.”
For more than 110 years, Catho-

lic Extension has focused its work 
on “building faith, inspiring hope 
and igniting change” in America’s 
so-called mission dioceses – plac-
es in this country where faith is 
strong but resources are scarce. 
These 90 mission dioceses – rang-
ing from Portland, Maine, to 
Brownsville, Texas, and from Fair-
banks, Alaska, to Saint Thomas in 
the U.S. Virgin Islands – include 
the country’s poorest areas as well 
as communities where people have 
limited or no access to churches, 
priests or sacraments.

With this new monthly column, 
I invite you to come and see, to get 
to know some of our brothers and 
sisters in faith from America’s 
“peripheries.” Every month, we will 
highlight the work, ministries, 
efforts and issues of Catholics in 
America’s poorest places. 

Please join me on this month-
ly journey to America’s margins 
as we visit dedicated priests, 
sisters, lay leaders and parishio-
ners who show us the way by em-
bodying God’s life-giving love for 
all of us.

Father Jack Wall is the president 
of Catholic Extension, a fundraising 
organization that builds churches 
and the Church in America’s poor-
est places.
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On the Feast of the Ascension, we hear pro-
claimed the end of the Gospel of Matthew. The 
disciples gathered on a mountaintop to hear 
Christ’s parting message before his ascension 
into heaven. They gathered at the mountain at 
the request of the risen Christ and worshiped 
him when they saw him – yet, the Gospel writer 
tells us, they also doubted.

Jesus, this man whom they had talked with, 
walked with and broken bread with throughout 
the previous three years, 
was with them again. They 
were glad to see his quiet 
walk and kind face. They 
believed enough to wor-
ship him – yet, they also 
doubted that it was really 
him. His way of carrying 
himself was so familiar 
to them, the way that my 
brother and sister’s man-
ner is to me, that they 
would recognize him from 
a distance, as I would my 
brother just by his walk or 
my sister by her posture. 
Even still, they weren’t 
certain it was him, that he was alive again.

They had seen him crucified. They had seen 
his limp and lifeless body taken down from the 
cross. 

And, now he had risen from the dead.
It shouldn’t be so surprising. They had been 

with him as he performed countless miracles. 
He calmed the sea, fed the 5,000, and walked 
on water. He healed lepers, the blind, the mute 
and paralytics. He cast out demons. He even 
had raised the official’s daughter from the 
dead. Yes, the disciples had seen her spirit 
reunited with her body. Yet, they had a hard 
time believing that Christ himself rose from the 

dead.
How often do we 

think, perhaps some-
where in the back of 
our minds, that, if 
we had been there, 
if we had met Jesus, 
witnessed his mira-
cles, and beheld him 
risen from the dead, 
we would be a little 
more certain than we 
are? Yes, we believe 
in the Good News of 
the Gospel, but may-
be, we think, not quite 
as much as we would 

if we had seen the risen Christ with our own 
eyes.

But, when we look at the doubts of the dis-
ciples, who witnessed the countless miracles 

of Christ, 
we know 
that the 
difficulty in 
obtaining 
certainty 
in a risen 
God lies 
elsewhere. 
The disciples had doubts while they were see-
ing him; their obstacle to full conviction was 
not a lack of firsthand experience.

Instead, the struggle in truly believing in the 
risen Christ lies in the fact that it upends the 
ordinary human way of looking at the world: 
the human worry over the future, the under-
lying belief that everything depends on our 
actions, and the fear of meaninglessness. The 
Paschal mystery turns that on its head. Suffer-
ing is no longer pointless. Sin – including our 
own sin – does not defeat us. Death does not 
have the final say. 

The hope and joy of the Gospel is life-chang-
ing. It turns our basic beliefs about the world 
on their head, changing our basic orientation 
from ourselves to Christ. The more our own 
lives are reoriented by the reality of the Paschal 
mystery, the more we will naturally follow Je-
sus’ invitation, made at the end of the Gospel 
of Matthew, to go make disciples and observe 
all that he commanded of us.

Fr. Jack Wall listens as Juan José, a parish leader of 
Immaculate Conception Mission Church in Lopezville near 
McAllen, Texas, shows him the results of the church’s 
renovation. Catholic Extension helped make that reno-
vation possible. This church near the U.S.-Mexico border 
reaches out to youth who are at risk of gangs and vio-
lence. Photo provided. 
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A recent mission trip to New York 
City has reaped a spiritual harvest 
for Father Rick Stansberry, pastor of 
Christ the King in Oklahoma City, and 
25 parish teenagers who attend Bish-
op McGuinness Catholic High School.

The outreach, now becoming an 
annual trip for Christ the King, last-
ed a week during spring break. Eight 
adults accompanied the group. Last 
year, the parish made a similar trip to 
Los Angeles. 

This trip’s charitable assignment 
saw three different stops while in the 
Big Apple.

“Each year, we want to help in an 
area that is interesting and has public 
transit,” Father Stansberry said.

New York City fit 
that requirement 
as the group saw 
Times Square and 
also had a tour of 
the renowned Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral.

Yet, it was giving 
back to the needy 
that stood out most 
for the young mis-
sionaries. One of 
their destinations 
was a homeless 
shelter for women in 
the Bronx, operated 
by the Missionaries 
of Charity.

There, the Okla-
homa visitors 
helped clean rooms 
and took part in 

kitchen food preparation. 
“The missionaries had us pray 

while we worked,” Father Stansberry 
said. “I was asked to lead a rosary 
while cooking. We’d be praying and 
someone would say ‘add salt’ during 
the prayer.”

After working at the shelter, the 
students helped at the Greater New 
York City Food Bank, sorting food 
donations and other tasks.

“The New York City food bank is 
huge,” Fr. Stansberry said. “They 
process 4,000 meals a day.”

Next, the group helped at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic School in the 
Bronx. The school serves lower income 
students who are anxious to learn. 
The students also are grateful for the 
opportunity to have a Catholic edu-
cation, according to one of the adults 
who made the trip.

“The children knew the sacrifice 
their parents made to send them 
there and didn’t take it for granted,” 
Jayne Clarke said. “That really im-
pressed me.”

She wasn’t the only one with a posi-
tive impression of the school. 

“My favorite part of the trip was 
working as a substitute teacher in 
a classroom at the school,” said Corie 
Naifeh, a McGuinness sophomore. “I 
liked that I could spend spring break 
doing something really worthwhile, 
but was able to have so much fun at 
the same time.”

Part of that fun included experienc-
ing a late snow storm and the oppor-
tunity to watch the Oklahoma City 
Thunder play basketball in New York.

Giving back to others, many des-
perately needing help, left a lasting 
impact on the Oklahoma contingent.

“It changed our lives also,” Father 
Stansberry said. 

Jayne Clarke’s children agreed.
“I felt that the mission trip was a 

life-changing experience,” Jake Clarke 
said. “Seeing the effort people give 
to help children and adults who have 
been put in hard situations helped us 
understand.”

His sister, Maddie Clarke, echoed 
his sentiments.

“I enjoyed doing service work in 
such a lively city even though it was 
freezing!” she said. “My favorite part 
was working at the school because the 
children were so enthusiastic about 
school and also very welcoming to 
us. This trip helped me grow closer 
to God, my friends and family, and I 
hope to go again.”

Father Stansberry said the group 
came away from the mission trip 
thankful for their blessings in Oklaho-
ma and with a greater understanding 
of the human dignity of all people. 

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

Bishop McGuinness students relish service mission 
By Steve Gust 

The Sooner Catholic
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Elizabeth-Vic-

toria Shokoya 
received the 
2016-2017 Athe-
nian Award from 
Mount St. Mary 
University in 
Los Angeles. The 
award recogniz-
es outstanding 
leaders on cam-
pus and is given 
out every spring 
by the university. 
This is the sec-
ond year Shokoya 
has received the 
award. A mem-
ber of St. John in 
Edmond, she is 
a junior studying 
biochemistry.

The Mount St. Mary Catholic High School boys’ golf 
team has been named the 2017 Class 3A Academic State 
Champions. This is the first year they qualified for state as 
a team in school history. They finished 7th in the OSSAA 
state golf tournament held at Lincoln West Golf Course in 
Oklahoma City.

Pictured left to right: Alec Harkey, Dalton Faires, Joey 
Lewis, Dylan Faires, Ben Krodel and Coach Jon Mazza.

Earlier this month, St. Philip Neri in Midwest 
City presented a financial gift of nearly $6,000 to 
Catholic Relief Services. The funds were presented 
to Fr. Timothy Fuller by Principal Brenda Tener and 
Religious Education Director Laurann Donahue.



Sister Stephanie Sanchez, who 
serves at Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School, has 

been a champion of Sister Rosemary 
Nyirumbe for years. 

Sister Nyirumbe works with “Pros 
For Africa” and has dedicated her 
life to rehabilitating young girls and 
women who were held captive and 
victimized by Ugandan warlord Jo-
seph Kony and his Lord’s Resistance 
Army. As director of Saint Monica’s 
Girls Tailoring School in Uganda, 
Sister Nyirumbe has educated, 
trained and provided assistance to 
more than 2,000 women.

To provide a means for the women 

to support themselves as they strive 
for self-sufficiency, Sister Nyirumbe 
co-founded the “pop-tab” fashion 
initiative in 2012. 

The project involves removing tabs 
from the lids of aluminum cans, and 
the women crocheting the tabs into 
purses and other fashion items to 
sell. A few years ago, Sister Nyirum-
be called for more “rings” and Bishop 
McGuinness students, led by Sister 
Sanchez, enthusiastically responded.

Sister Sanchez launched a program 
called “ring popping,” which has 
continued at the school for the past 
five years. What started as a small 
venture has grown to more than 

600,000 pop tabs being 
sent to Sister Nyirumbe’s 
school this year.

Sister Sanchez and her 
student helpers meet once 
a week after school to pop 
the rings off of the lids. 
Sophomore Nayos Sirisoot 
spearheads the meetings 
and the popping. When 
they have enough rings, 
Jeff Hargrave of “Pros For 
Africa” picks them up and 
delivers another pallet of 
donated lids to Bishop Mc-
Guinness. 

“I am very excited to 
be a part of 
this project,” 
Sister San-
chez said. “If 
we can do 
our part to 
bring hope 
and healing 
to others, 
we need to 
do it. Ring 
popping only takes a 
bit of time, but reaps 
great rewards in heal-
ing lives.”

Other schools in the 
area have collected 
tabs for McGuinness 

to aid in the ring popping effort. 
Students from Saint John Nepomuk 
Catholic School in Yukon and Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School 
in Edmond have both donated rings. 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton donated 
nearly 100,000 tabs to the school.

been away from the Catholic Church for decades, 
or claiming souls for Christ through the Sacra-
ment of Baptism; every day brings new experiences 
of God’s love and mercy.

How have you approached your role as voca-
tions director?

I believe that God is calling many young men 

to the priesthood, but the noise of our world 
often drowns out the small, whispering sound of 
the Lord. Therefore, my strategy has been pretty 
simple. I want to help young men be able to under-
stand the fundamental concept of discernment in 
their lives. At every parish or school I visit, I simply 
invite the kids to start 
talking to the Lord 
and to build a deep-
er relationship with 
God. It is through 
those silent moments 
in prayerful union 
with God that young hearts can start to be aware 
of the Holy Spirit’s movements in the depths of 
their souls. We are re-working our discernment 
events to get the participants to be truly open to 
the voice of the Lord. I believe the more we can 
encourage our youth to have hearts open to God, 
the more the Holy Spirit will take over.

What are some challenges in your vocation 
ministry?

I spend most of my time encouraging young 
men to be open to the possibility of the priest-
hood. However, in order for a young man to enter 
into seminary formation there has to be a pru-
dent evaluation of a young man’s readiness. The 
most difficult part of my job is telling a young 
man that he is not ready to start seminary forma-
tion. While it is personally difficult, I also receive 
a lot of consolation that even in those difficult 
moments, I am doing the work of God.

It also is difficult to work with young men who 
seem to have a vocation to the priesthood, but 
their parents are strongly against the possibili-
ty. Ultimately, all I can do is encourage families 
to pray and for young men to be open with their 
family regarding their discernment.

How can the faithful help encourage voca-
tions and support vocation ministry?

There are many things parishioners can do to 
help encourage vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life. The first is to pray sincerely every 

day for young people in your family, school, parish 
and community to be open to the Lord’s voice. The 
second recommendation would be to personally 
invite young people who you think may have a vo-
cation to consider the possibility of the priesthood 
or religious life. 

There is a shocking number of young men in the 
seminary today who began to think about the pos-
sibility after a random person in their parish asked 
them if they had ever thought about it. Last, but 
certainly not least, be sure to support your dioce-
san office of vocations through your financial sup-
port. The largest line item on a diocesan budget is 
often seminary formation. I always remind people 
that their generosity from back in 2007 helped me 
to go to Conception Seminary College and begin 
the process of being the priest I am today.

What advice would you give to a young man 
who feels called to the priesthood?

If a young man is thinking about the priesthood, 
he should seriously pray about it and consider 
trying it out by applying to enter seminary. If God 
is calling him to the priesthood, he will know it!
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The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will host its 
first “Quo Vadis Days” summer discernment retreat 
for young men in high school and college from July 
30 - Aug 2. More information at qvdays.org.

Bishop McGuinness supports 
Uganda “ring popping” project

How do you hear God’s call in your life?
continued from page 5

“It is through those silent moments in prayerful union with 
God, that young hearts can start to be aware of the Holy Spirit’s 
movements in the depths of their souls.”

Catholic Charities provides insight into 
Refugee Resettlement Program

Nayos Sirisoot pops soda can rings after school.

Students from Bishop McGuinness who participated in the project pose with Sr. Rosemary Nyirumbe 
during her last visit. Pictured left to right: Beth Sine, Emily Fritch, Sophie Bonadeo, Sr. Rosemary 
Nyirumbe, Rylee German, Caroline Slay, Sami Court, Nayos Sirisoot and Sr. Stephanie Sanchez. 
Photos provided.

This verse highlights Catholic Charities’ call 
to serve refugees and welcome them as they 
resettle in the Oklahoma City community. 

Catholic Charities’ Refugee Resettlement 
Program assists newly arrived refugees with 
finding safety, stability, self-sufficiency and 
integration into their new community. 

Since 1975, Catholic Charities has operated 
as an affiliate of the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops/Migration and Refugee Services, 
providing reception and placement services for 
90 days after arrival and refugee social services 
for up to five years after arrival into the United 
States. 

Services include airport reception, housing, 
case management, cultural orientation, trans-
portation assistance, job development/skills 
training and referrals to community partners.

During the recent World Refugee Day picnic, 
staff and volunteers from Catholic Charities 
joined The Spero Project, St. Stephen’s United 
Methodist Church of Norman, Grand Mosque 
of Oklahoma City, and other service providers 
to honor the courage, strength and determina-
tion of refugee community members.

Nationally, World Refugee Day is celebrated 
on June 20 as an effort to raise awareness of 

the plight of refu-
gees throughout 
the world. Before 
World Refugee 
Day, Catholic 
Charities will 
provide a social 
media campaign 
from June 1 
through 20 to 
Facebook follow-
ers. The cam-
paign #WithRefu-
gees will provide 
insight into: 
 The United 

Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and the 
creation of the national Refugee Reset-
tlement program;
 What refugee camps are and life 

during the process of resettlement;
 The challenges refugees face when 

they arrive in Oklahoma and services 
offered to them;
 Community members’ efforts to 

serve refugees within the community.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me. Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me” (Matthew 25:31-40).
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Students receiving Catholic Foundation 
Scholarships for the 2017-18 school year 
are: 

Garrett Bannister, St. John Nepomuk, 
Yukon – St. Gregory’s University;

Glendi Barrios, Holy Angels, OKC – Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma;

Jessica Bowker, St. Mary, Ponca City – 
Northern Oklahoma College;

Willie Chavira, Our Lady of Victory, Pur-
cell – University of Oklahoma;

Emily Clark, 
St. Thomas More, 
Norman – OU;

Andrew Coakley, 
Sts. Peter and Paul, 
Hobart – Oklahoma 
State University;

Khanh P. Do, St. 
Andrew Dung-Lac, 
OKC – OU;

Christopher 
Dougherty, St. 
John Nepomuk, 
Yukon – OSU-OKC;

John Dumas, 
Our Lady of Victo-
ry, Purcell – OU;

Paola Duron, 
Sacred Heart, OKC 
– SGU;

Jennifer Esco-
bar, St. Charles 
Borromeo, OKC – OU;

Selena Estrada, St. Joseph, Buffalo – 
NWOSU;

Grace Fanning, The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC – University 
of Dallas;

Cash Forster, St. Thomas More, Norman 
– Colorado College;

Arianna Garcia, St. Thomas More, Nor-
man – OU;

Guadalupe Gonzalez, St. Joseph, Nor-
man – UCO;

Ashley Haan, Epiphany, OKC – SGU;
Darby Heard, St. Joseph, Ada – East 

Central University;
Anh-Tu Ngoc Ho, St. Andrew Dung Lac, 

OKC – University of Tulsa;
Mariah Hollister, Sts. Peter and Paul, 

Hobart – SWOSU;
Abigail Hovorka, St. Francis of Assisi, 

OKC – OU;
Kyra Hubble, Epiphany, OKC – OSU;
Sydney Hutchison, St. Ann, Fairview – 

OSU;
Lauren Landoll, Blessed Sacrament, 

Lawton – OSU;
Julianna Lassiter, St. Monica, Edmond – 

Benedictine College;
Samuel Christopher Le, St. Andrew 

Dung-Lac, OKC – UCO;

Grace Lee, Korean Martyrs, OKC – OU;
Alexandra Lewis, St. Francis Xavier, Enid 

– OSU;
Jasmine Luevano, St. Charles Borromeo, 

OKC – SGU;
Grayson Maker, St. Thomas More, Nor-

man – University of Notre Dame;
Michelle Malagan, Holy Angels, OKC – 

SGU;
Katherine Metzinger, St. John Nepomuk, 

Yukon – OSU;
Brayden Milam, Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Sterling – undecided;

Jose Muniz, Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Calumet 
– OU;

Rachel Ngo, St. James, 
OKC – Rice University;

Kevin Ngo, St. Andrew 
Dung-Lac, St. James, 
OKC – undecided;

Delaney Nisbett, Epiph-
any, OKC – OSU;

Priscilla Pena, St. Pat-
rick, OKC – UCO;

Luis Rodrigo Peralta, 
St. Francis of Assisi, OKC 
– OU;

Mary Quynh Nhu Pham, 
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, 
OKC – UCO;

Angelina Phan, St. An-
drew Dung-Lac, OKC – Rose State College;

Sarah Pierce, Holy Family, Lawton – OU 
Health Sciences Center;

Julia Purus, Our Lady of Victory, Purcell 
– OSU;

David Ray, St. Mark, Norman – OU;
Teresa Rodriguez, St. Mary, Ardmore – 

OU;
Abby Ross, St. Francis Xavier, Enid – 

OSU;
Molly Margaret Ross, St. John, Edmond 

– OSU;
Madison Rudkins, Sts. Peter & Paul, 

Hobart – OU;
Leonor Salgado, St. Catherine of Siena, 

Pauls Valley – University of Dallas;
Saul Sapien, Jr., St. Patrick, OKC – un-

decided;
Jacob Schnoebelen, Sacred Heart, 

Mooreland – OU;
Abbey Shelley, Holy Trinity, Okarche – 

OSU;
Sirena Sierra, St. Patrick, OKC – UCO;
Noah Staudt, St. Mary, Guthrie – OSU;
Nicole Tucker, Sacred Heart, Konawa – 

SGU;
Paola Villalobos, St. Francis Cabrini, 

Beaver – NWOSU;
Braden M. Walton, St. Paul the Apostle, 

Del City – OKC Community College;

Samantha Weir, St. John, Edmond – 
OSU;

Hayden Zehrung, St. Monica, Edmond 
– OU.

Partial funding of all CFO scholar-
ships comes from the Quasebarth Family 
Scholarship Fund, the Mary White Clarke 
Scholarship Fund and the John Edward 
Greenan Scholarship Fund.  

Partial funding of the CFO scholarship 
being received by Ashley Haan, Epiphany, 
OKC, comes from the Dr. and Mrs. Francis 
Duffy Scholarship Fund.

Receiving the C.W. and Frances Ane-
shansley Scholarships for the 2017-18 
school year are: 

Hervie Adkisson, Holy Spirit, Mustang – 
undecided;

Christopher Allen, St. John, Edmond – 
OSU;

Isabel Betancourt, St. Mary, Clinton – 
OSU;

Calista Jean Brubeck, St. Mary, Clinton 
– SWOSU-Weatherford;

Andres Lee Cifuentes, St. Mary, Clinton – 
SWOSU – Weatherford;

Jose Diosdado, St. Mary, Clinton – OU;
Stephanie Estala, St. Mary, Clinton – 

SWOSU-Weatherford;
Alfonso Hernandez, 

St. Mary, Clinton – 
SWOSU-Weatherford;

Hector Hernandez, 
St. Mary, Clinton -- 
SWOSU;

Alec Pankhurst, St. 
Ann, Cordell – NEO-
SU.

 The following 
students have re-
ceived the Bob Little 
Pastoral Musician’s 
Scholarship for the 
2017-18 school year: 

Brandon Aguilar, 
Holy Angels, OKC – 
UCO;

Jorge Rodriguez, 
St. Mary, Ardmore 
– Oklahoma City 
University.

 Scholarship recip-
ients for the Evelyn 
and Kathryn Hau 
Scholarships are: 

Esmeralda Alcala, 
St. Francis Xavier, 
Enid – OU;

Katherine Denney, 
St. Francis Xavier, 
Enid – Benedictine 
College;

Steven Alan Patoc-

ka, St. Joseph, Hennessey – UCO;
Gabriel Sanchez, St. Francis Xavier, Enid 

– SGU.
The winners of the Amelia P. Davis & 

Elizabeth H. Davis Lawrence Scholarships 
are: 

Leslie Alvarez, Sts. Peter and Paul, King-
fisher – SGU;

Karley Boyer, St. Ann, Fairview – OSU;
Veronica Fuxa, St. Gregory the Great, 

Enid – Northern Oklahoma College;
Abby Lee, St. Gregory the Great, Enid – 

OSU;
Meredith Malatin, St. Gregory the Great, 

Enid – undecided;
Elena Shimanek, St. Gregory the Great, 

Enid – OU. 
The Helen R. Hall Nursing Scholarship is 

awarded to Cecilia Hernandez, St. Charles 
Borromeo, OKC – Southern Nazarene Uni-
versity.

The P.B. Connelly Medical Scholarships 
to attend the University of Oklahoma Col-
lege of Medicine are awarded to Kevin Le, 
Holy Spirit, Mustang, and James Michael 
Rudkins, St. Thomas More, Norman. 

The Colombian 
María Laura de 
Jesús Montoya 
Upegui was born 
in the city of 
Jericho, state of 
Antioquia, on the 
26th of May. Her 
parents Juan 

and Maria together with her sister Carmelina, 
who had been born the year before, and her 
brother Juan who was born a few years after, 
formed a beautiful home, but this did not last 
very long.

His father, who was a 
doctor, was murdered 
when Laura was only 
2. This sent the family 
down a path of poverty 
and much pain. But, God 
was always present and 
the family held on tight 
to the Lord.

As Laura grew up, her 
spirituality grew too. Her 
prayer life was centered 
on the meditation of the 

Word of God and she spent long hours med-
itating on the Word. It was there where she 
received the strength to endure the various 
crosses and sufferings that were part of her life 
from an early age. This Christ-centered spiri-
tuality also awakened in her more hunger for 
God. And, it was in that hunger for intimacy 
with Christ that she discovered her vocation.

At age 16, this young orphaned, poor, un-
educated girl was welcomed into a vocational 
house of study to begin a career as an elemen-
tary school teacher.

She was an excellent student. She was so 
excellent that she began to educate young 

children. She also began 
to write books as she con-
tinued to grow in intimacy 
with God through prayer.

At the end of her life she 
ended up writing more 
than 30 books.

A few months shy of her 
40th birthday, Laura, with 
the support of her local 
bishop, and six catechists, 
became the foundress of a 
new religious family. The 

name of 
its com-
munity is 
Mission-
aries of 
Mary Im-
maculate 
and Santa 
Catherine 
of Siena.

Laura and her new community were dedi-
cated to the religious formation of the indige-
nous people of Colombia and other apostolates 
among the most poor in missions throughout 
Colombia.

Her dedication to evangelizing the poorest 
and most abandoned, in extremely difficult 
places to live, affected her health. The last nine 
years of her life found her limited to a wheel-
chair and with severe physical suffering. Moth-
er Laura died at age 75.

At her death, her congregation of missionar-
ies had a total of 90 houses and more than 400 
sisters in three countries.

She is the first Colombian saint.
Pope Francis canonized her on May 12, 

2013.
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Mother Laura and the poor
From orphan to teacher

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Office of 
Hispanic Ministry 

The Catholic Foundation Cordially invites you to 

2017 “PADRES IN THE KITCHEN” 
A delicious 4-course meal, complete with wine pairings coordinated by the “Padres”.  

Hear them share their stories and kitchen experiences throughout dinner. 
Guaranteed to be a fun filled evening of culinary delight! 

 

Option 1 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at 6:30 pm 

Father Rick Stansberry, Father Jim Goins, and Father Christopher Brashears 
 

Option 2 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 6:30 pm 

Father William Novak, Father Rex Arnold, and Father Brian Buettner 
 

Location: The Will Roger’s Tasting Room 
4322 N. Western Avenue, Oklahoma City 

 

$150 per person per night (space is limited) 
Sponsorship Opportunities 
Gold Sponsor $1500 (6 seats) 
Silver Sponsor $1000 (4 seats) 
Bronze Sponsor $500 (2 seats) 

 
Offered as part of  the Catholic Foundation's Golf Classic 

benefiting Catholic Schools and Catholic Education Endowments 
For more information call 405.721.4115 * To Register online, go to www.cfook.org 

 

Catholic Foundation’s scholarships awarded for 2017-18

This past May, Catholic Foundation 
board member, Danny Stith, present-
ed a four-year scholarship to Delaney 
Nisbett after Mass at Epiphany of the 
Lord with Fr. Stephen Bird. Delaney 
attends Oklahoma State University. 
Photo provided. 

To be able to read is to travel the 
world, to experience things well be-

yond our 
everyday 
exis-
tence. 
Some 
books 
take us 

completely past our self-compla-
cency and force us to acknowledge 
the reality of a world that barely 
seems believable. Such a book is 
Jesus Garcia’s “Slaves in Para-
dise.”

This is the story of the mission-
ary work of Father Christopher 
Hartley Sartorius, a priest from 
Spain who worked in the Domin-
ican Republic from 1997 to 2006. 
The book is subtitled “A Priest 
Stands Up for Exploited Sugarcane 
Workers.” Armed with the Gospel 
of Christ, that is precisely what 
Father Hartley did socially, politi-
cally, economically and, especially, 
spiritually.

An important chapter early in 
the book is “Hispaniola.” In it, 
the author explains the history of 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic, 
which is essential for understand-
ing what appears to be the antip-
athy of the Dominicans toward 
Haitians.

Haitians had come to the Do-
minican Republic more than 100 
years ago to work on the sugar-
cane plantations. Some of those 
who are there are second and third 
generation cane cutters, but their 
legal status is jeopardized by the 
fact that so many of them were 
brought into the country illegally, 
transported across the border from 
Haiti by human traffickers. 

“Slaves in Paradise” is presented 
as a series of 16 letters written by 
Father Hartley while in the Do-

minican Republic. Each letter is 
preceded by a chapter that sum-
marizes the letter and provides 
additional background. The letters 
alone make this book well worth 
reading.

His parish includes not only the 
town but also 38 campos, villag-
es of Dominicans, and bateyes, 
villages of Haitians, “most of (the 
Haitians) here illegally, who live in 
and for the cane.”

What “surprised (him) the most, 
by far, was definitely the poverty.” 

Whole families live in 
100-square-foot huts thatched 
with palm fronds. There is no 
electricity, no running water, only 
latrines for sanitation. 

“All the water here is contami-
nated,” he continued. “We have to 
boil and filter it.”

This first letter is a lengthy one, 
outlining his plans for restoring 
the parish house, establishing a 
dining hall to feed children, build-
ing chapels in the villages, and 
acquiring an all-terrain vehicle.

He had been warned that the 
bateyes are off limits; that it would 
be very dangerous to go there. He 
asks his friend from another par-
ish, Father Antonio Diufain, to go 
with him.

The book’s author, Jesus Garcia, 
wrote that, yes, both of the fathers 
knew “that the life of a cane cut-
ter was harsh, but what awaited 
them in the bateyes … was beyond 
harsh: it was subhuman.”

Many of these poor people had 
never been to Mass, never spoken 
to anyone outside the bateyes, and 
had no idea of their worth or rights 
as human beings. 

They are policed as they work by 
armed men on horseback, over-
seers employed by the plantation 
owners. For their agony of labor, 
they are paid only the equivalent of 
a few dollars.

They are sometimes paid in 
coupons, redeemable only at the 
company-owned store, which takes 
a 20 percent commission as a ser-
vice fee.

Hurricane Georges hit the island 
during the night between Sept. 21 
and 22, 1990, “leaving not a single 

board or 
stone on top 
of one anoth-
er.”

Father 
marvels how 
the destruc-
tive storm 
“fostered and 
extraordinary 
surge of love 
among so 
many people 
of every ori-

gin and every condition.” 
Visiting his devastated people, he 

says “What surprised me most…
was that nobody … pointed an 
accusatory finger at God. Nobody 
asked me why God had wrought 
of permit-
ted such a 
tragedy.” He 
knows that 
“It is Jesus 
whom we are 
helping.” 

In 2000, 
Dominican 
President 
Leonel Fer-
nandez was 
campaigning 
for re-elec-
tion, and he 
decided to 
visit a batey. 
Father Hart-
ley was not 
well known 

at this time, and so he was simply 
asked to deliver a blessing.

What he delivered was scathing 
rebuke of the mistreatment of the 
Haitians working on the planta-
tions. He began his address with 
“Mr. President, you may not know 
it, but you are in hell’s waiting 
room.”

His words earned him a lot of 
publicity and the enmity of the 
plantation owning Vicini family.

Meetings with the Vicini’s and 
with the bishop followed. More 
publicity followed that, and in Jan-
uary 2003, the Spanish newspaper 
“El Mundo” published a feature 
article titled “A Priest in Hell.”

The whole political situation es-
calated and, in 2006, Father Hart-
ley was asked to leave the Domin-
ican Republic. Today, he is again 
a missionary, currently serving in 
Ethiopia.

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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“Slaves in Paradise” inspires, highlights 
human rights issues 

From the Archives …

On March 27, 1935, Stanley Francis Rother was born in 
Okarche in the middle of an Oklahoma dust storm. The 
first child of a devout German-American family, he was 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

nurtured in the faith by his parents Franz and Ger-
trude. A sister and two brothers soon followed within a 
five-year span. In this environment of love and fam-
ily prayer, the roots of his future vocation began. Fr. 
Rother will be beatified Sept. 23 in Oklahoma City.

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

Mass is celebrated every Friday at 11 a.m. in the St. Teresa 
of Calcutta Chapel at Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, 1232 N. Classen Blvd. Photo provided. 

Approximately 45 
people attended 
the 100th Anni-
versary Fatima 
Rosary Rally on 
May 13 in the 
Marian Garden at 
St. Thomas More 
in Norman. Photos 
provided.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡Déjame ya!
El 23 de septiembre, celebraremos la beat-

ificación del Venerable Siervo de Dios Padre 
Stanley Francis Rother.

Desde que abrimos su causa de beatificación 
y canonización en 2007, hemos seguido fiel-
mente los rigurosos protocolos que rigen cada 
paso que lleva a la declaración oficial de que el 
Padre Rother es digno de ser honrado entre los 

bienaventurados del cielo.
La beatificación declara que el Siervo de 

Dios está en el cielo y digno de ser venerado 
al menos a nivel local. En última instancia, la 
canonización es un ejercicio de infalibilidad pa-
pal, que declara que una persona es un santo 
en el cielo y digno de veneración por parte de la 
Iglesia en todas partes.

Al concluir una exhaustiva investigación el 
pasado diciembre, el Papa Francisco declaró al 

Padre Rother un mártir. Porque ser un már-
tir, el milagro ordinariamente requerido para 
la beatificación se dispensa automáticamente. 
Puede ser beatificado de inmediato. Un milagro 
atribuible a su intercesión todavía tendrá que 
ser verificado, sin embargo, antes de su canon-
ización como un santo.

A principios de este mes, dimos otro paso 
necesario 
en el viaje 
hacia la 
beatifi-
cación 
del Padre 
Rother. 
Debido a 
que los 
beatos se 
ofrecen a 
los fie-
les como 
dignos 
de ven-
eración 
pública, 
varias sal-
vaguar-
dias 
deben ser 
completa-
das para 
asegurar 
una digna 
vener-
ación. El 
protocolo 

de la Iglesia requiere que el cuerpo del Siervo 
de Dios sea exhumado y examinado por exper-
tos médicos y testigos oculares de su entierro 
para verificar la autenticidad de los restos y las 
reliquias.

Hemos emprendido este proceso el 10 de 
mayo, cuando nos reunimos en el Cementerio 
Santísima Trinidad en Okarche, donde el cuer-
po del Padre Rother había sido enterrado desde 
su muerte en 1981. Al final del día, completa-

mos este proceso 
reverente y orante 
revistiendo el 
cuerpo del Padre 
Rother en nuevas 
vestimentas litúr-
gicas y colocán-
dolo en un nuevo 
féretro. Sus restos 
mortales se han 
vuelto a enterrar 
en la capilla del Cementerio de Resurrección en 
Oklahoma City.

Aquí permanecerán después de su beatifi-
cación hasta que se pueda construir un santu-
ario permanente como lugar de peregrinación 
y veneración para los fieles. Esta transferencia 
del cuerpo a un santuario es uno de los proto-
colos necesarios para asegurar una veneración 
pública adecuada de los hombres y mujeres 
santos de la Iglesia.

Cuando un hombre se convierte en sacer-
dote, es llamado a abandonar a su padre ya su 
madre, renunciar a la oportunidad de tener su 
propia esposa y familia, para que pueda más 
fácilmente aferrarse a Cristo e ir a donde es en-
viado al servicio del pueblo de Dios. Un sacer-
dote no es suyo. Es un hombre para los demás. 
El padre Rother comprendió esto y vivió esto. 
Dejó a su querida familia y ciudad natal de 
Okarche. Finalmente, salió de Oklahoma cuan-
do fue enviado como misionero a Guatemala. 
Pasó los años restantes de su vida dedicados a 
los parroquianos que sirvió en Santiago Atitlán 
y Cerro de Oro.

La ya próxima beatificación del Padre Rother 
y, en última instancia, su canonización son un 
nuevo recordatorio de que ahora nos pertenece 
a todos nosotros. Ha pasado más allá de los 
hermosos lazos que nos unen en este mundo 
para ser aún más un hombre para los demás. 
Como Jesús Resucitado dijo a María Magda-
lena en la mañana de Pascua, “Déjame ya, 
porque todavía no he subido al Padre.”

La misión del Padre Rother es ahora univer-
sal como nuestro intercesor desde el cielo.

La bóveda que contiene el féretro original del Padre Rother se levanta de la tumba del Cemen-
terio Santísima Trinidad en Okarche. Foto Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – Como lo 
hacen párrocos en Italia durante la 
temporada de Pascua, el papa Fran-
cisco pasó la tarde del 19 de mayo de 
puerta en puerta bendiciendo hoga-
res.

Continuando las visitas de los 
“Viernes de la Misericordia”, que él 
comenzó durante el Año de la Mi-
sericordia, el papa Francisco escogió 
bendecir hogares humildes de vivi-
enda pública en Ostia, suburbio de 
Roma en el Mar Mediterráneo. 

La oficina de prensa del Vaticano 
dijo que padre Plinio Poncina, pastor 
de la parroquia Stella Maris, colocó 
rótulos el 17 de mayo anunciando 
que un sacerdote estaría visitando 
el vecindario para bendecir casas. 
Los rótulos, que indican una fecha 
y un horario, son comunes en Italia 
durante las semanas antes y después 
de la Pascua.

“Fue una gran sorpresa hoy cuan-
do, en vez de un pastor, el que tocó 

los timbres de las puertas fue el papa 
Francisco”, dijo la oficina de pren-
sa. “Con gran sencillez él interactuó 
con las familias, bendijo docenas de 
apartamentos” y dejó rosarios para 
los residentes. 

“Bromeando, él se disculpó por 
molestar a la gente, sin embargo les 
aseguró que había respetado la hora 
de silencio para la siesta después del 
almuerzo, según el rótulo colgado en 
la entrada del edificio”, dijo la oficina 
de prensa.

Las visitas del papa a hospitales y 
hospicios, hogares de niños, centros 
de rehabilitación y otros lugares de 
cuidado fueron planificadas para el 
Año de la Misericordia como maneras 
para que el papa participara en las 
obras de misericordia corporales y 
espirituales.

Aunque el Año de la Misericor-
dia terminó en noviembre, el papa 
retomó en marzo las visitas de los 
llamados “Viernes de Misericordia” 
cuando visitó un hogar y centro ed-
ucativo para ciegos e incapacitados 
visuales.

El papa va de puerta en puerta 
bendiciendo hogares pobres

Por Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 

El papa Francisco bendice una casa en un complejo 
de viviendas públicas en Ostia, un suburbio de Roma 
el 19 de mayo. El papa sorprendió a los residentes 
cuanto salió a bendecir los hogares, en continuación 
de sus visitas de “viernes de misericordia”. 

Foto CNS -- L’Osservatore Romano.

Sorpresa visita del Papa
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La Madre Laura y los pobres
De huérfana a maestra 

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

La colombiana 
María Laura de 
Jesús Montoya 
Upegui nació 
en la ciudad de 
Jericó, estado 
de Antioquia, un 
26 de Mayo. Sus 
padres Juan y 

María juntos con sus dos hermanos, Carmelina 
que había nacido el año antes y Juan que nació 
después de ella, formaron un hermoso hogar, 
pero esto no duro mucho. 

Su padre, que era médico, 
murió asesinado cuando Laura 
tenía solo dos años. Esto llevó 
la familia por un camino de 
pobreza y mucho dolor. Pero 
Dios siempre estuvo presente y 
la familia no soltaba a Dios.

Mientras que Laura iba cre-
ciendo también creció su espir-
itualidad. Su vida de oración, 
centrada en la meditación de 
la Palabra de Dios y reflexión, 
fue donde ella recibió la fuerza 
para soportar las diversas cru-
ces y sufrimientos que forma-
ron parte de su vida desde una 

temprana edad. Esta espiritualidad centrada 
en Cristo también despertó en ella más hambre 
de Dios. Y fue en esa hambre de tener a Cristo 
más cerca donde fue descubriendo su vocación. 

A los 16 años esta joven huérfana, pobre, y 
sin estudios fue recibida en una casa de estu-
dios para comenzar una carrera de maestra de 
escuela elemental. 

Fue una excelente estudiante. Tan excelente 
que pronto comenzó a formar a otros jóvenes, 
escribir libros mientras seguía creciendo en su 
intimidad con Dios a través de su vida espiri-
tual. 

Al Final 
de su vida 
terminó 
escribiendo 
sobre 30 
libros. 

Faltando 
poco para 
cum-
plir sus 
cuaren-
ta años, 
Laura, con 
el respaldo 
del Obis-
po de su 

dióce-
sis, y 
con seis 
catequi-
stas, se 
convierte 
en fun-
dadora 
de una 
nueva 
familia religiosa. El nombre de su comunidad 
es, Misioneras de María Inmaculada y Santa 
Catalina de Siena.

Laura y su nueva comunidad se dedicaron a 
la formación religiosa de los indígenas y otros 
apostolados en las misiones de Colombia. 

Su dedicación a evangelizar los más pobres 
y abandonados, en lugares extremadamente 
difíciles donde vivir, le afectó su salud. Los úl-
timos nueve años de su vida estuvo limitada a 
un sillón de ruedas y con fuertes sufrimientos 
físicos. La Madre Laura murió un 21 de oc-
tubre a los 75 años.

Al morir su congregación de misioneras con-
taba con 90 casas en con más de 400 religiosas 
en tres países.

Ella es la primera santa de Colombia. 
El Papa Francisco la canonizó el 12 de mayo 

del 2013.
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Briefs

The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Scholarship Funds

Have you ever wanted to establish a 
Scholarship Fund in your name or in 
memory of someone who helped you re-
ceive your college education? The Catho-
lic Foundation of Oklahoma has several 
named scholarship funds that support 
college students with their tuition ex-
penses to attend college. In addition, the 
Catholic Foundation reserves 3 percent 
of its fund every year to award scholar-
ships to college students and grants to 
parishes and schools in the archdiocese.  
This month, the foundation awarded 84 
college scholarships totaling $138,700 in 
tuition assistance for Catholic students 
for the 2017-2018 school year. The ma-
jority came from the foundation’s endow-
ment, but we also received support from 
named scholarship funds established by 
the Greenan, Quasebarth, Clark, Con-
nelly, Halls, Aneshansley, Little, Da-
vis-Lawrence and Hau families. A gift to 
increase the foundation endowment to 
benefit scholarships can be made in any 
amount, and a gift of $5,000 or more can 
create a named fund in your name so 
that scholarships can be given to Cath-
olic students from the growth and earn-
ings for years to come. Please consider a 
gift for a scholarship fund at the Catholic 
Foundation. Establish your legacy today 
or upon your death.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115  www.cfook.org   bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

Celebrate Quality Education

Enroll
Now
For

Fall
semester

611 SW ‘A’ Avenue Lawton, OK  
(580) 355-5288

stmarys-ok.org

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

•  Student ratio average 12:1 
•  100% Algebra pass rate before entering hs
•  60% of students enroll in advanced hS classes
•  40% of 8th grade students read at a 12th gr. level
•  Only One Diagnostic Standardized test
• Classes framed with Catholic social teaching &
  character development
 

Grier to celebrate 50 years of 
priesthood

The Rev. Monsignor Gregory Grier 
of the Diocese of Tulsa will celebrate 
his 50th anniversary of priesthood 
with Mass at 2 p.m. May 27 and 
Noon May 28 at Holy Family Ca-
thedral, 122 W. 8, Tulsa. Reception 
following at the cathedral’s Heiring 
Auditorium May 28. Monsignor 
Grier was ordained a priest on May 
27, 1967, at Christ the King in his 
native Oklahoma City.

Memorial Day Masses at Resur-
rection Cemetery Chapel

Two Masses will be held Memo-
rial Day, May 29, at the Resurrec-
tion Cemetery Chapel in Oklaho-
ma City. Archbishop Paul Coakley 
will celebrate Mass at 8 a.m. and 
Archbishop Eusebius Beltran will 
celebrate Mass at 11 a.m. Every-
one is invited.

St. Patrick Cemetery Memorial 
Day Mass

Mass will be held at 10 a.m., May 
29, at St. Patrick Cemetery, N.W. 
236 between Council Road and 
County Line. Potluck meal after 
Mass. Bring a food dish to share, 
chairs and family. Paper goods, 

utensils, water, tea and ice provided.  

Santa Fe Family Life Center 
pool season 

The Santa Fe Family Life Cen-
ter’s pool season begins Memorial 
Day weekend and runs through 
Labor Day. The pool offers lap 
swimming, swim lessons, flexi-
ble hours and great fellowship. A 
family membership is $275 for the 
whole summer, and an individual 
membership is $175. Knights’ fam-
ilies can enjoy the pool and fitness 
club benefits for $29.95/month. 
Call the Santa Fe Family Life Cen-
ter, (405) 840-1817, visit 6300 N. 
Santa Fe or visit www.sfflc.com.

School of Lectio Divina sessions
The next session of the School 

of Lectio Divina is June 6-9 at St. 
Joseph Monastery, 2200 S. Lewis 
Ave., Tulsa. Go online to www.stjo-
sephmonastery.org/ministries. 

Certification in Catechetics 
summer program 

St. Gregory’s University is en-
rolling for the Certificate in Cat-
echetics summer program June 
9-10, June 16-17, and June 23-24. 
Students can attend three week-

end courses, or sequentially over a 
three-year period. Cost is $50 per 
weekend or $150 for all three week-
ends. Tuition includes registration, 
a wine and cheese social, and 
continental breakfast and lunch on 
Saturday. Campus housing avail-
able for fee. Course credits trans-
ferable to degree programming. 
Register at www.stgregorys.edu/
catechetics or call (405) 878-5100.

The Idea of a Village conference
The conference will be 9 a.m. – 

11:55 p.m. June 10 at Sycamore 
Springs Ranch, 12754 S. 442 
Rd., Locust Grove. The topic deals 
with finding balance in the “Age 
of Noise.” Speakers include Bish-
op James Conley and Fr. Francis 
Bethel, O.S.B. Proceeds donated 
to Clear Creek Abbey. Visit www.
theideaofavillage.com.

Midwest Challenge Summer 
Camp

The Midwest Challenge Summer 
Camp is a camp for girls going 
into grades 5-12, June 11-16 at 
Camp Christian in Chouteau. 
Cost $395 includes lodging, meals 
and T-shirt. Go online to www.
stjohn-catholic.org.

The Gift of Love Gala
The Knights of Columbus and 

The Center of Family Love present 
The Gift of Love Gala June 17 at 
the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum. Reception at 
6 p.m. Dinner at 7 p.m. Tickets 
$150 pp. Black tie optional. Con-
tact, (405) 263-7100, www.center-
offamilylove.org.

Icon writing workshop
Icon Writing Workshop, June 19 

-24, at Holy Family in Lawton. No 
experience needed. All materials 
and supplies provided. Contact 
Beverly Layton, (580) 678-6745 or 
Teresa at (580) 704-2272.

Clancy’s 2017 All Sports Golf 
Classic

Bishop McGuinness will host the 
golf classic June 26 at Twin Hills 
Golf and Country Club, OKC. Team 
entry fee $600; single player entry 
$175. Visit www.bmchs.org. For 
sponsorship information contact 
John Hamilton, jhamilton@bmchs.
org or (405) 842-6638. 
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May 

Feast of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.

June 

Feast of St. Justin.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Toni Calvey, (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at Immaculate Concep-
tion, OKC. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 5:30 
p.m. with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation available prior 

Jobs Box
Teachers – OKC

St. James Catholic School 
in Oklahoma City is accepting 
applications for teachers 2017-
2018 school year. Applicants 
should hold a bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in desired teaching 
area. Send resume, cover letter 
and copy of teaching certificate 
to Alicia Vazquez, principal, St. 
James Catholic School, 1224 S.W. 
41, OKC 73109 or avazquez@
stjames-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School, Edmond, is accept-
ing applications for teachers for 
the 2017-2018 school year. Ap-
plicants should hold at least a 
bachelor’s degree in education 
with state teaching certification 
in desired teaching area. Send 
resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, 925 S. Boulevard, 
Edmond 73034 or to lgallagher@
stjohn-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-

cation-packet. No phone calls.

Teachers – OKC
St. Eugene Catholic School is 

accepting teacher applications 
for the 2017-2018 school year. 
Must have degree in education, be 
certified in Oklahoma; experience 
preferred. Send resume and copy 
of certification to Jay Luetkemey-
er at principal@steugeneschool.
org. Applications available at www.
archokc.org.

Director of RE – Elk City, Sayre 
St. Matthew, Elk City, and 

Queen of All Saints, Sayre, are 
seeking a full-time director of RE 

and youth ministry. The director is 
responsible for developing, main-
taining and administering cat-
echetical formation programs for 
children, youth and families. Di-
rector must be a practicing Catho-
lic; actively involved in parish life; 
know and support the teachings 
of the Catholic Church; and be 
working toward or hold archdioce-
san DRE certification. A degree or 
education in theology is preferred. 
Bilingual a plus. Send resume and 
letters of inquiry to Patricia Koenig 
at pkoenig@archokc.org.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

*As of 12/31/2013 rated A++, Superior for financial strength by A.M. Best
**Ethisphere Institute, 2014

Gather your documents, 
contact your agent, and see how one of the “World’s Most Ethical”** 

companies can benefit your family.

• Are you looking for a rewarding career?

• Do you have a love for your faith and a
desire to serve your fellow Catholics?

• Do you have an entrepreneurial drive?

If you answered yes to these questions,
you may be just the person we're 
looking for.

To our sales force we offer: extensive
training, a secure territory with 
professional-level income potential, 
incentive bonuses, and continuing 
education opportunities.

Candidates must be eligible for membership.
For more information, please contact:

D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E

Career
Opportunity

Do you have what it takes 
to represent the Knights of Columbus? 

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
Office: 877-707-0752
Cell:405-514-7660
kevin.pierce@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E LO N G - T E R M  CA R E R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

A Comprehensive, Complimentary AnalysisA Comprehensive, Complimentary Analysis
A financial analysis for your family is available from the highest rated
life insurer in North America, the Knights of Columbus.* 

The Knights of Columbus provides members a complimentary 
financial analysis through their local field agent. Our agents – who are
also brother Knights – use “Profiles & Forecaster,” a proven industry
analysis, that helps our members identify their goals and risks.

Benefits of a Review:

✦ Budget for your household, or your business

✦ Assess risks and future goals 

✦ Forecast a future college education or retirement budget 

✦ Fully integrable with both Social Security and corporate benefits
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to Mass. Mass is at 7 p.m. 
Call the Office of Family Life, 
(405) 721-8944, or Diane 
Grim at (405) 528-6252.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, at 
St. Ann Nursing Home, OKC. 
Mass 9:30 a.m.; meetings fol-
lowing. Contact Karen Banks, 
(405) 396-9086 or Toni Har-
relson, (405) 341-2199.

Pentecost Sunday.

St. Francis Assisi Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity of Great-
er OKC meeting, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at St. Andrew, 800 N.W. 
5, Moore, in the McConnell 
Room. Contact Bill Full, (316) 

558-0422, billfull@cox.net.
The Third Order (Lay) Domin-
icans meeting at the Stanley 
Rother House (behind St. 
James) in OKC, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. Call John or Mary Mc-
Clernon, (405) 330-6334 or 
(405) 414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 
6:30 p.m. at the abortion 
center, 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. In cases of inclement 
weather, meet at the chap-
el at St. Thomas More, 100 
Stinson St., Norman. Contact 
Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
jlang9@cox.net.

Feast of St. Boniface.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-

nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m. at St. John 
Raphael House, Edmond. 
Contact Marilyn Seiler, (405) 
340-0691, Ext. 197, parish-
nurse@stjohn-catholic.org.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
meeting, Noon - 2:30 p.m., 
Rm. A/B, at St. Charles Bor-
romeo, 5024 N. Grove Ave. 
Contact Judith Martin, (405) 
635-5665, jmmartinosb@
yahoo.com.

The Idea of a Village confer-
ence, 9 a.m. – 11:55 p.m., 
Sycamore Springs Ranch, 
12754 S. 442 Rd., Locust 
Grove. Visit www.theideaofa-
village.com.
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To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.soonercatholic.org.



My gift:

  $25       $50        $75       $100       $125        Other $______________

Please accept my pledge to support the mission of Catholic 
Communications to share the Good News.

 Enclosed is my check payable to: Catholic Communications Appeal

Please return this form, or: 
• Pledge Online: archokc.org/communications-appeal
• Pledge by Phone: 405-709-2745

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City  |  P.O. Box 32180 | Oklahoma City, OK 73123 | 405-709-2745

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: ______  Zip: _____________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Parish: ____________________________________________________________

Please complete and cut out this form, place it in an envelope with your pledge, 
affix first-class postage, and mail it to: Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Catholic 
Communications Appeal, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

  Please charge my credit card $_____________  for _______  months until my 

pledge of $_____________ is paid in full.

 Mastercard         Visa         AmEx        Discover      

Account #________________________________________________________________    

3-4 Digit Sec. Code:  __  __  __  __     Exp.  __  __ / __  __          

I understand that my credit card will be charged on the 10th of each month.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ___________________

DisciplesGo Make 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
archokc.org
soonercatholic.org
facebook.com/ArchOKC
@ArchOKC

Dear Friends in Christ,
Spreading the Good News of the Lord is at the heart of who we are as Catholics and fi ts directly with the 

archdiocesan motto “Go Make Disciples.” It is a direct response to Jesus’ great commissioning in the Gospel 
of Matthew (28:18-20), “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold I am with you always, until the end of age.”

Today, I write to ask for your consideration of a gift to the Catholic Communications Appeal. The 
communication tools available in the archdiocese accomplish Pope Francis’s call to evangelization. We need 
your help to ensure communication outlets continue to serve those in the archdiocese every day of the year:

• Sooner Catholic Newspaper
• Website
• Social Media ministry
• Smart Phone App

Additionally, 10 percent of the funds raised in this appeal will be contributed to Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting to support Catholic radio in both English and Spanish with a new focus on bringing Catholic 
radio to rural communities.

The gift card below is designed to make it more convenient for you to contribute to this year’s Appeal.  
With God’s help, you know what amount is right for your fi nancial circumstances. You also may make 
your gift online at archokc.org/communications-appeal. No matter the amount of your gift, if given in 
faith, it will be celebrated with joy! 

Be assured you will be remembered in my prayers, and please remember me in yours!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley, S.T.L., D.D.
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

P.S. Your gift will make possible important new tools like the archdiocesan Smart Phone App. Please 
download the app at archokc.org/app


