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Men Must Know God to Know How
Desperately They Are Needed in Family
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Some beautifully written works have come out of the
Vatican over the past 20 years celebrating the femi-
nine genius. This is necessary, no doubt, to counter-

act the confusion of the sexual revolution and the radical
fringe of the feminist movement. It’s also to reaffirm the
Church’s reverence for womankind amidst complaints
that we do not, and will not, ordain women. These works
have rightly celebrated the crowning jewel of creation!
But as a man, I can’t help but feel a little left out…

Where is the papal “Letter to Men,” or an encyclical
“On the Dignity and Vocation of Men?” Perhaps it’s
assumed that one is not needed since so much has been
written on the priesthood, but that is not the vocation of
the overwhelming majority of us, and amidst a growing
crisis in masculine identity, work is needed in this area
now more than ever.

Over the years working for women’s rights, we’ve
blurred the lines between equality (a good thing) and
similarity (a bad thing) of the sexes, completely forgetting
complementarity. In the wake of all this, men are
experiencing an identity crisis.

Society is forgetting how to celebrate and form the
natural tendencies of a boy — his impulse to explore,
provide, defend and lead. Perhaps these tendencies are 
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My dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ:

Today we celebrate the great
Feast of Corpus Christi. These
Latin words are translated as the
Body of Christ and refer to the
sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.
This is the wonderful gift that
Jesus gave us of Himself. It is our
communion in the Pascal mystery
of Christ. Therefore, this is the
principle liturgical celebration of
the Church. This is the heart of
our belief in the continuing real
sacramental presence of Jesus
among us. This acceptance of
Jesus, the Lord and Savior, includ-
ing His Eucharistic teaching,
constitutes the very essence of our
Catholic faith.

The teachings and revelations
of Jesus are presented to us
throughout the New Testament of
the Holy Bible, especially in the
four Gospels.

Moreover, the teachings of
Jesus answer and fulfill many of
the questions and prophecies of the
Old Testament. In many, many
places Jesus refers to Himself as
the Paschal Lamb, the Bread of
Life, food that nourishes, drink
that satisfies. Also, by many of
His actions, Jesus prepared His

listeners — including us — for the
gift of the Eucharist He would
institute at the Last Supper.

Today’s Gospel of the
multiplication of loaves and the
feeding of 5,000 is one of the many
teaching moments Jesus used to
prepare us for His great teaching
on the Eucharist. Thus, when
Jesus instructed His apostles to
prepare a place for the Paschal
meal and gathered them together
around the table, they were
enabled to accept and receive their
first Holy Communion.

Our second Scripture reading
attests to the institution of the
Eucharist at the Last Supper and
the continuing Eucharistic teach-
ing and practice from then on.
Saint Paul said: “I received from
the Lord what I also handed on to
you, that the Lord Jesus, on the
night He was handed over, took
bread and after he had given
thanks, broke it and said: ‘This is
My Body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.’ In the same
way also the cup, after supper, say-
ing: ‘This cup is the new covenant
in My Blood. Do this, as often as
you drink It, in remembrance of
Me.’ For as often as you eat this
Bread and drink the Cup, you
proclaim the death of the Lord
until He comes.”

The Last Supper began as a
solemn celebration of the Paschal

event. It ended with the dynamic
institution of the Eucharist. The
sadness of the
imminent
departure and
suffering and
death of Jesus
was not the end
for that first
Christian parish
of apostles. They
were told: “This is
My Body, take
and eat; This is
My Blood, take and drink and you
shall have life everlasting.” The
Eucharist, the Sacrament of the
Real Presence of Jesus, has
continued from that moment on to
be the heart of our Catholic faith
and practice.

Over the past six decades, the
Lord’s injunction has been followed
thousands of times here at Our
Lady of Fatima Church. Here a
community of believers has been
formed, nurtured and guided on
the pilgrim journey of life. The
Eucharistic celebration presided
over by an ordained bishop or
priest has brought life and healing
to a faithful band of parishioners,
visitors and friends. Here many
people have been brought to the
Lord in baptism and confirmation.
Many have received the forgive-
ness of sins and reconciliation with 
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32180, Oklahoma City, OK  73123.MEXICO CITY, Mexico (CNA) — The Archbishop
of Mexico City, Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera,
expressed hope that not everything in the world is lost
because the world is sustained through prayer.

“Nevertheless, the dark reality of evil stands out
most. But good will always triumph, although kindness
goes unnoticed,” the cardinal said. “If our world has not
collapsed, it is because of so much prayer and sacrifice
that rises up from this valley of tears toward the
Kingdom of Grace and of the Beauty of God,” he said
during Mass for the Feast of Corpus Christ.

There are many people who seek to do good,

he pointed out, such as parents who educate their
children in the faith, politicians who strive to ensure
the well-being of the people, doctors who defend life
from the moment of conception, and many other men
and women “who go against the tide to bear witness to
the truth.”

Cardinal Rivera also urged the faithful to draw
close to the Eucharist, the “source of humanization: the
incarnate Word comes down from heaven to encounter
his brothers and sisters of mankind face to face, and he
walks with them, guiding them by the hand so they do
not succumb” to the pressures of modernity.

Cardinal: World is Held Together by Prayer
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Continued from Page 1
due in part, to the fact that in an 8-week-old male
fetus, a surge of testosterone begins to kill off cells
in the communication center of the brain (does
that explain a few things?) while strengthening
the areas devoted to sex and aggression. This isn’t
bad, it’s just us. Man’s nature doesn’t need to be
blunted, but guided. My son’s hand itches for a
sword, not a doll. It’s my job to ensure he grows
into a knight rather than a barbarian. Without
proper guidance, he could end up like the hordes
of college-age men whose misguided souls seek the
adventures of partying and promiscuity rather
than noble pursuits and heroism.

Men are forgetting how badly they are needed
to be spiritual and moral leaders at home and in
the world. All too often we are content to leave
that job solely to women. According to an ABC
News poll, almost 25 percent more Catholic
women attend weekly Mass than men, faring far
worse than Protestants who only see an 8 percent
gap.

And there is the notion, propagated by the
growing number of artificially inseminated
Hollywood stars, that the role of a husband and

father isn’t all that important, and is no longer
even necessary to carry on the human race. Men
seem to be buying that message. An MSNBC
survey revealed that 28 percent of men have
cheated. They are also unfaithful to their children
in increasing numbers. According to the National
Fatherhood Initiative, 34.5 percent of U.S. children
live apart from their biological father and 40
percent of them haven’t seen him for a year. Those
children are two to three times more likely to use
drugs, fail at school, have emotional and health
problems, become victims of child abuse, and ex-
perience poverty. Children need faithful dads, and
the world needs the witness of faithful husbands.

I’m keenly aware of the awesome burden I
bear as a husband and father. Though I get to talk
to teens about the love of God, I have to show my
family His face, up close and personal, in a way
that no one else can. Like it or not, the fatherhood
I show my children will constitute the way they
see their heavenly Father. The man I am will be
the husband my girls seek. The time I spend (or
fail to spend) with them will form their sense of
self-worth. My role as provider will provide their
sense of safety. The way I treat my wife will show

them what love is. And the love and honor I give
to my wife will reveal to her the intimacy Christ
longs to have with her. I pray that I do well at
showing them the face of God. In one famous
homily, St. Augustine referred to married men as
“my fellow bishops” because of their weighty role
in the spiritual formation of their families and the
trajectory of society.

There is a recent surge in desperately needed
Catholic outreach to men. A simple Google search
for “Catholic Men’s Conference” or “Catholic Men’s
Ministry” will attest to that surge. And the spread
of parish programs like “That Man is You” to
almost every U.S. state within five years of its
founding attests to the hunger for men’s ministry.

Men can still be the pillars for their families
and the world that God has called them to be, but
only if we know God as bridegroom and father
first.

Christopher Stefanick is the director of Youth,
Young Adult and Campus Ministry for the
Archdiocese of Denver as well as a speaker and
author. For more information, visit www.chris-
stefanick.com.

Father’s Day

Good News
Continued from Page 2

the Lord in the sacrament of
Penance. Men and women of faith
have been united in holy matri-
mony and strengthened for their
pilgrimage of life. Others who
were called by the Lord in death
have been blessed and ushered
into the everlasting Kingdom of
God.

The Parish of Our Lady of
Fatima has been a very beautiful
and dynamic Christian community.
The countless people who have
passed through these doors, living
and dead, are gratefully acknowl-
edged now and will continue to be
in our memory and prayers. As the
Last Supper of Christ with His
apostles was a solemn, sorrowful
event, so is our celebration of this
final parish Mass tinted with
sorrow. But more importantly, the
Last Supper was also filled with
hopeful trust and love because
Jesus assured that parish
community of His continuing
Eucharistic presence among them.
So today, in the name of the

Church of this Archdiocese, I
assure the parishioners of Our
Lady of Fatima Church of God’s
continuing love and presence. I
welcome each of you to one of the
adjoining parish communities. The
two major parishes are Saint
Teresa of Avila Church in Harrah
and Saint Philip Neri Church in
Midwest City.

The pastors and members of
those parishes have already
extended to you a very warm and
cordial welcome.

My dear brothers and sisters
of Our Lady of Fatima Church,
your participation in the life of
your new parish will be a continu-

ation of the life you shared here in
Nicoma Park. Both here and there,
our Catholic faith is centered on
the Person of Jesus and His
Eucharistic presence among us.

“Take My Flesh and eat It,
take My Blood and drink It and
you shall have life everlasting.”

•••
The amalgamation of Our

Lady of Fatima Church into the
neighboring parishes was not
caused by a lack of faith or weak-
ness on the part of the parish. The
determining factor is the shortage
of priests. Therefore, I hope that
you and all the people of our
Archdiocese will continue to pray

for priestly vocations. Parents and
all parishioners are urged to
nurture priestly vocations. Pray
that the Lord of the harvest will
send us many good and holy and
faithful priests to celebrate the
Eucharist, providing us with the
bread from heaven on this, our
journey of life.

In the meantime, be assured
that Our Lady of Fatima Church
will not be forgotten.

These buildings which have
been used to nurture your parish
will continue to be used for the
necessary social ministries of our
faith.

Under the guidance of our
Archdiocesan Catholic Charities,
we will continue to serve God’s
people, especially those most in
need. Later at our meal, a
representative from Catholic
Charities will share with us
some of our initial plans for this
ministry.

Most Reverend Eusebius J. Beltran
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

My dear brothers and sisters of Our Lady of
Fatima Church, your participation in the life of
your new parish will be a continuation of the life
you shared here in Nicoma Park. Both here and
there, our Catholic faith is centered on the Person
of Jesus and His Eucharistic presence among us.



4 Sooner Catholic     June 13, 2010●●

GOD CHOSE YOU!
Over 9,300 archdiocesans have

responded to His call by supporting
the   Archdiocesan   Development
Fund Appeal. Many others have
responded, to His choosing, within
their  parish  and  community  or
through other charitable organiza-
tions. But sadly, there are those who,
for some reason, have not responded
to the love and inspiration of the
Holy Spirit in any meaningful way.
Trust in the Lord will only come and

grow when hearts are opened to the
full “burning” love of God. His “burn-
ing” love will flow through each of us
and create an overwhelming need
to share that love with everyone
around us. We will share ourselves
by our generous giving back to God
through His people of our time,
talents and resources. The full
measure of our love will not be
restricted by the obstacles and
temptations we encounter daily.

At this time, the 9,300 donors
have pledged $2,792,376.17 of
the $3 million goal, and paid
$1,671,405.02 on those pledges.
These monies go directly into the
operational budget of the Arch-
diocese and the $3 million goal
would account for almost 50 percent
of the yearly budget.

It is never too late to begin to
participate in the work of the Lord
using the talents and gifts so gener-

ously given by God to each of us
when we were chosen. If you are in-
terested in supporting the minis-
tries of the Archdiocese, complete
the “Donor Form” and mail it to the
Archdiocese as indicated or give it to
your parish office to forward to the
ADF office. Let the Holy Spirit guide
your life by opening your heart
and your mind to the wonderful
possibilities of working for the One
who chose you to be His own.

Total Amount of Gift

1st Payment (enclosed)

Balance

ADF 2010 Gift Form
Please Print Clearly
Mr. and/or Mrs., Ms., Rev., Dr.

Address

Credit this donation to    Parish

Credit Card: Please Charge my

Account #

Card Holders Name

EFT Transaction

Signature

Master Card Visa  a one time charge

Exp. Date (Mo./Yr.)

(Please Print)

A check must be enclosed. All transactions will be processed on the 15th of the month.

6 Pmts. July-December
3 Pmts. July-Oct-Dec
1 Pmt. Show Month
Electronic Funds Transfer
Credit Card

Make checks payable to the ADF
Mail to ADF, P.O. Box 32180
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73123

Please indicate method of payment

Usually winning a state championship is
enough. The girls of Bishop McGuinness High
School’s golf team won the state championship
and also raised $5,000 for Birth Choice of
Oklahoma with their “Birdies for Babies” service
project.

Senior Golfer Hannah Tubbs said the team
wanted to do something for Birth Choice.

“We knew we wanted to do a service project
and we thought we could do something for Birth
Choice,” she said.

At the beginning of the season each golfer
found 10 sponsors willing to pay $1 each time a
birdie was scored while the girls played. A birdie
is a score on an individual hole that is one
stroke below par. If five strokes are needed for a
hole and the golfer makes the ball in with four

strokes, they have a birdie.
The team made 59 birdies throughout the

season, raising $5,000.
Barbara Chishko, executive director of Birth

Choice of Oklahoma, said she appreciates the

support Birth Choice receives.
“We are just ecstatic that we have such

tremendous support from Bishop McGuinness
High School,” she said.

Chishko said fundraisers and donations
aren’t just about money for Birth Choice staff
and volunteers.

“It gives us not just the monetary support
but the support we get from the people,” she
said.

Birth Choice provides pregnant women with
free  and  confidential  pregnancy  tests, limited
ultrasounds  and  counseling. The  organization
also provides necessities for mothers and babies
including maternity clothes, diapers, baby
clothes and other items.

“Without   these   donations, we   couldn’t
operate the way we operate,” Chisko said.

For more information on Birth Choice of
Oklahoma, call (405) 631-4477.

Irish Birdies Big Benefit to Birth Choice
By Carmen Bourlon

For the Sooner Catholic

Barbara Chishko of Birth Choice accepts a check
from the McGuinness girls golf team in support of
Birth Choice of Oklahoma, Inc.
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Rev. Cletus Maurice Patrick
Bash (81) was born in Tulsa on May
18, 1929. He graduated from Holy
Family High School in Tulsa in 1947
and attended Bethany Preparatory
Seminary, Oklahoma City, and St.
Louis Preparatory Seminary and
St. John’s Seminary, Little Rock,
Ark. He was ordained on May 26,
1956, at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Cathedral, Oklahoma City, by
Bishop Eugene J. McGuinness.

When asked about his call to the
priesthood, Father Bash remem-
bered, “As a young boy, I always
considered becoming a priest. If I
had it to do over again, I wouldn’t
trade it for anything.” During his
more than 50 years of service to the
Diocese of Tulsa and Oklahoma City
and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma
City, Father Bash served the follow-
ing parishes and churches: St.

James Church, Oklahoma City; Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling;

Sacred Heart Parish, Fairfax, and
missions, St. John Church, Pawnee,
and St. Ann Church, Shidler; Queen
of All Saints Church, Sayre, and the
mission church in Cheyenne; Sacred
Heart Parish, Skiatook; Our Lady
of Victory Church, Purcell; and
St. Paul Church, Lexington; St.
Barbara Church, now Holy Family,
Lawton; Assumption  Church,
Duncan, and its missions in Rush
Springs and Marlow; Sts. Peter and
Paul Church, Hobart; and St. Joseph
Church, Blackwell. He also served
as chaplain at St. Anthony’s
Hospital and Mercy Hospital, Okla-
homa City, and the State Reforma-
tory, Granite.

Father Bash retired June 3,
2003; however, he continued to serve
the Archdiocese as chaplain at St.
Ann Nursing Home, Oklahoma City.
Father Bash also frequently cele-

brated Mass for those attending
daily Mass at the Catholic Pastoral
Center.

Father Bash is predeceased by
his parents, Linus and Catherine
McIntire Bash; his brothers,
Leonard Joseph Bash and wife,
Dolores, and John Clement Bash;
and his sisters, Theresa Bash, Mary
Zita Bash Dean and husband, S.J.
Dean Jr., and Bernice Leota Bernice
Bash.

He is survived by his nieces,
nephews, cousins and many caring
friends and colleagues.

His family especially remem-
bers his wit and humor and ability
to make them laugh.

Wake services were held June 8
at the Catholic Pastoral Center as
well as the Mass of Resurrection on
June 9. Father Bash was interned at
Resurrection Cemetery.

Rev. Philip M. Donohoe was born
Aug. 25, 1929, in Clenrath Aughnac-
cliffe, County Longford, Ireland.
Father Donohoe attended regional
schools in the parish of St. Colmcille
and St. Mary Apostolic School in the
townland of Moyne.

In 1947, Father Donohoe entered
the seminary of St. Peter’s College
in Waxford, Ireland, where he
studied philosophy and theology for
the Diocese of Ferns. On June 7,
1953, Father Donohoe was ordained
at St. Peter’s College and soon there-
after came to the USA, assigned to
the Diocese of Oklahoma and Tulsa.

Father Donohoe’s first assign-
ment in Oklahoma was associate
pastor of St. Patrick Church,
Oklahoma City. From 1959 to 1964,
he served Immaculate Conception
Parish, Poteau, traveling as many as
250 miles on a weekend to celebrate
Mass at the six missions of this

parish.
Other assignments included

serving as the pastor of St.

Matthews Church, Elk City, (and
administrator of Holy Family
Church, Canute), Our Lady of
Fatima, Nicoma Park, St. James
Church, Oklahoma City, and St.
Eugene Church, Oklahoma City. In
1990, Father Donohoe became
pastor of Sacred Heart Church, El
Reno, where he retired in 2005.

In addition to serving various
parishes, Father Donohoe served
on the Appellate Court for the
Archdiocesan Tribunal for 30 years
and served as Vicar for Region IX
for several years. He also served as
a chaplain for the Knights of
Columbus.

Father Donohoe was prede-
ceased by his parents, Patrick
Donohoe and Bridget Martin
Donohoe, and a brother, Thomas, all
of Ireland.

He is survived by Eilish
Donohoe, wife of his brother,

Thomas, County Longford, Ireland,
and six nephews and nieces, the chil-
dren of Eilish and Thomas: Ciarin
Donohoe and wife, Martina of
County Longford, Ireland, Ann
Marie Donohoe Reynolds and
husband, Noel of County Longford,
Ireland, Patrick Donohoe of Reading,
Berkshire, England, Mary Donohoe
Farrell and husband, Pat of County
Roscommon, Ireland, Brida Donohoe
Connelly and husband, Brian of
County Longford, Ireland, and Elsie
Donohoe Curley and husband,
Seamus of County Galway, Ireland.

Vigil for the Deceased was held
Friday, May 28 at Sacred Heart
Church. Mass of the Resurrection
was held Saturday, May 29 at
Sacred Heart Church. Burial was
in St. Colmcille Cemetery, County
Longford, Ireland. Services were
under direction of Huber-Benson
Funeral Home, El Reno.

Father Cletus Bash Dies June 7 in Oklahoma City

Obituary

Obituary

Father Donohoe Dies After 57 Years of Ministry
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Beginning Experience

I have a nice car. It came to be
mine through a bit of a tantrum. I
had for years driven a Honda Accord
which matches me well. Not preten-
tious but reliable, easy to work with,
good gas mileage, and the value for
the money was as good as could be
expected. But I found myself so un-
happy that I was thinking an ex-
pensive car was somehow going to
improve my life situation. At the time
I had no idea how to be happy, but
I did know that staying in my
marriage would require a major over-
haul.

The real problems in our
marriage showed up in places that I
never expected. I am an accountant.
My husband is a banker. We had
enough money to live on in the typi-
cal middle class style. I had always
thought that if you did not have the
funds on hand, you just saved to get
those things you want most in life.
I appreciate the value of being able
to borrow money for those large
purchases that were important to a
family that savings cannot realize.
My husband was aware that I would
not support unnecessary wants as
justification for borrowing money.

I may have thought that as a
financially competent couple, we
shared the idea of not borrowing
unless there was a purchase that we
mutually agreed upon. So when I
learned that he thought my opinion
on large purchases and loans was not
necessary, I was devastated. When I
found out that he had also cashed in
the life insurance policy at the same
time he was taking out new loans, I
could not come to terms with the lack

of concern for his family. Not only did
he think that what I might have felt
about a situation was of no concern,
he left us open to financial disaster
if he were suddenly killed. He went
almost 10 years hiding many large
transactions from me. It was not just
a one-time lapse of judgment, it was
to be a way of life into which I had no
input.

That is how I found myself buy-
ing a car that I liked but did not re-
ally need. If he could spend so much
money, so could I! Why should I not
spend a fraction of what he had so
selfishly gone through? The problem
was, the car purchase did not make
me feel any better. It did not make me
feel like I was loved and truly sharing
my life with this man who was my
husband. There was no communica-
tion between us. He made no attempt
to explain what had taken place. The
final realization that made me decide
to leave the marriage was that he
had chosen himself over his children
to such an extreme degree. Hiding all
of his many purchases from everyone
in the family the whole time by keep-
ing them at his retail store. Hiding
himself along with his toys.

Who was this man that was my
husband and how was I to find out? I
tried to get help but he never wanted
to go to counseling, nor would he
meet with a financial adviser. I admit
to having boundary issues, but I was
finding those boundaries were so out
of redemption that I had no choice
but to end the marriage. Not having
the courage to ask him to leave, I told
him that I would be moved out by the
end of that month and did so.

As events would have it, I even-
tually moved in with my parents.
Once again in the house that I had
lived in from the age of 13 through
college. Looking back at the person I
had been while growing up in that
very house, I couldn’t understand
where I had gone so wrong. What had
I done that I no longer found myself
in any of the roles I had identified
myself with. I was obviously no
longer a wife. No longer a mother
because my three children considered
themselves grown. I had moved far
enough away that I no longer had
the support of my friends, volunteer
activities, church and neighbors.
Because of the financial disaster that
my husband had made of things, I
decided to let my CPA license expire.
I would never be able to sit in front of
another person and have the auda-
city to tell them what to do with their
money. I kept asking myself who
was I to be now? It was like I had
graduated from high school, could do
absolutely anything with my life, but
I had no idea what that ought to be.

This was one of those times when
you come to know that God truly
hears your prayers. I read about
Beginning Experience in the church
bulletin. A whole weekend commit-
ment had me thinking about it for
a while. I finally decided that I had
to do something. My family was
wonderful but they only want to talk
about your marriage issues for so
long. I seemed to be having problems
with sucking it up and letting go.
A lot of that has to do with the fact
that even to this day, I am still not
divorced. I needed to get a handle on

my life. I was hoping that Beginning
Experience might help in some small
way.

I called and even though the
weekend was getting close, they still
let me come. I get along with people
easily so I was not worried about feel-
ing uncomfortable. If I had been
worried, the games that helped us get
to know each other were easy and we
quickly knew everyone. It is interest-
ing looking back as I write this. Some
of those people have become very
important in my life. Who would I be
if I had not met them?

Not only did I gain valuable
friendships, I came to know myself so
much better. Through large and small
group activities, I started finding
answers to those questions that had
brought me there. Who was I and
what was my purpose in life? I at
least started searching for answers
and looking at myself from a more
positive perspective. My life has
taken so many new directions that
I would not have found without
Beginning Experience. I am truly a
better person.

So give yourself a gift and join us
for the July 9-11 weekend. The re-
treat is held at the Catholic Pastoral
Center at 7501 NW Expressway.
It only costs $100 for all food and
lodging. If you really need help with
the costs, it is available. For any ques-
tions you may have, call (405) 216-
5116 or (405) 721-5651 Ext. 108.

I am looking forward to having
the opportunity of meeting you. To-
gether we can all have the sun shine
a little brighter as we once again find
joy in our hearts.

Weekend Retreat Offers Hope To Those Widowed, Divorced

Briefs

OKLAHOMA CITY — Bingo at St. James
Catholic Church, 41st and South McKinley Avenue,
will be held June 24 in the gym. Food and beverages
reasonably priced will be served at 5:45 p.m. Bingo

begins at 6:30 p.m. All games including two black-
outs are $10. Door prizes and special recognition for
all players born in June. A HDTV flat screen tele-
vision will be given away in October. Each time you
play you get an entry ticket into the TV drawing.
Come on down and make it a party.

Yadin Joseph, winner of the third- and fourth-
grade division in the Archdiocesan Spelling Bee,
attends Villa Teresa Catholic School. He was listed
as attending another school.

St. James to Host Bingo CORRECTION



June 13, 2010    Sooner Catholic 7●●

GUTHRIE — Catholic Charities
and Mercy Health Center will host
their 12th annual Faith Community
Nurse Retreat July 21-23 at Our Lady
of the Lake Retreat Center here.

Since 2010 marks the 100th
anniversary of the death of Florence
Nightingale, the retreat theme will
focus on Nightingale’s quote, “Our
deepest and most potent resource for
healing is our spirituality.”

“Florence  Nightingale  is  con-
sidered an icon of wholeness, balance
and an integrated life,” said Mary
Diane Steltenkamp, retreat facilita-

tor and Catholic Charities Faith
Community Nurse coordinator. “This
retreat will offer an opportunity for
nurses to nurture their spirits with
prayer, community and reflection
time.”

An independent nursing practice,
Faith Community Nursing is a
recognized specialty for registered
nurses, which combines professional
nursing and health ministry. Faith
Community Nurses are often called
“parish  nurses,” “congregational
health nurses” or “church nurses,” and
emphasize health and healing within

a faith community. The Faith
Community Nursing program does
not involve “hands-on” health care.
Instead, the nurse performs roles of
educator, referral agent, advocate,
personal health counselor, developer
of support groups, coordinator of
volunteers, and integrator of faith and
health. The spiritual aspect is key to
parish nursing and nurses serve with
a faith community ministerial team
by actively promoting wellness,
wholeness and preventive health.

Cost for the Faith Community
Nursing Retreat is $50, which in-

cludes meals and lodging for two
nights. The retreat will begin at 5
p.m. on July 21 and continue until
noon on July 23. For more information
or to reserve your space for the
retreat, contact Glenda Bronson,
Mercy Community Outreach, (405)
936-5226. Registration ends July 16
and is limited to 15 people.

Steltenkamp said the next Basic
Preparation Program for Faith
Community Nursing will be offered
this fall. For more information about
the training, contact her at Catholic
Charities, (405) 523-3000.

Pope Benedict XVI greets
seminarian Cory Stanley as
Father James Greiner of Holy
Spirit Church in Mustang
looks on. The seminarian is a
student from the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City studying at the
Pontifical North American
College in Rome.

Catholic Charities, Mercy Set Nursing Retreat

Principal Suzette Williams was named the
2010 St. Eugene Catholic School Distinguished
Graduate. The Distinguished Graduate Award
recognizes exceptional graduates who have set
themselves apart by making significant contribu-
tions to the St. Eugene community.

“Mrs. Williams has devoted her life to serving
others, insuring not only her students, but all of us
at St. Eugene live better lives grounded in the
Catholic Faith,” said School Advisory Chair Natalie
Jordan, who presented the award to Williams.

Williams graduated from St. Eugene Catholic
School in 1979 and then became a Fighting Irish at
Bishop McGuinness High School. She received her

undergraduate in education from Northeastern and
her master’s in Administration-Curriculum and
Instruction from Oklahoma State University. She
taught and served as assistant principal at St.
Joseph Catholic School in Muskogee, was the
principal at St. Catherine’s in Tulsa, worked for the
Oklahoma Catholic Schools Accreting Association
and then returned to St. Eugene Catholic School.
This is her seventh year as St. Eugene’s principal.

“As we celebrate the school’s 50th anniversary,
I can’t think of anyone more deserving of this
award than Mrs. Williams,” said Father Joseph
Jacobe. “She is a shining example of someone who
shares their time, talent and treasure.”

Williams’ son, Mathew, who is in the fourth
grade, presented his mother and principal with a
plaque while other schoolchildren gave her flowers.

“I am truly touched and surprised,” said
Williams to the student body. “I am so thankful to
my parents. Like your parents, my parents made
sacrifices so they could send me to St. Eugene
Catholic School. It is such a gift and I thank you. I
am grateful to be your principal and to receive such
a wonderful award.”

Williams is the daughter of longtime parish-
ioners Pat Horn and the late Matthias Horn. She
received the Educator of the Year Award in 2005
from the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City.

School Honors Principal as Distinguished Alum



8 Sooner Catholic     June 13, 2010●●

Gisela Alas 
Newman University

Full Scholarship

Madison Lee Alexander
Florida Institute of

Technology, Full Scholarship

Richard Brendan Atkins
Newman University

Full Scholarship

Mount St. Mary High School Class of 2010

Sarah Elizabeth Bennett
OU

Ryan Michael Bertels
OSU

Hunter E. Boelte
Independence Community
College, Full Scholarship

Rebecca Elise Bornstein
OSU, Full Scholarship

Valedictorian

Timothy Romandel
Campbell

UCO

Kevin Cartwright
University of Tulsa

Full Scholarship salutatorian

Kathleen Lorayne Clark
Northwestern OK State

University 

Sarah Elizabeth Clark
American Musical &
Dramatic Academy   

Monserrat Contreras
UCO

Christian Caleb Cox
OU

Rebecca Nicole Craig
New York University

Brook Ashlee Dean
UCO

Tiffany Michelle Deaton
OSU

Sean Patrick Donahue
OU

Britani Rae Dowling
OSU-OKC

Seniors front row from left, Sarah Bennett, Brendan Atkins and Madison
Alexander, and back row from left, Christian Cox, Monserrat Contreras and
Sarah Clark during graduation at St. Mark’s in Norman.
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Sarah Dubroff
UCO, Full Scholarship

Alejandro Espinoza
UCO

Liana Maria Garcia
Rockhurst University

Full Scholarship

Edgar Ivan Gaspar
OU

Once a Rocket Aways a Rocket!

Stephanie Renae
Griffin

OU

Pamela Grijalva
OCCC

Christien Hill
UCO

James Robert Hopp
OU

Allison Joan Hopper
OU 

Valedictorian

Ellen Michelle Johnson
OU

Rebecca Marian Lewis
OCCC

Nicolas Ryan Lopez
University of New Mexico

Full Scholarship

Sarah Nicole Luis
UCO

Ashley Nicole Luttrell
UCO

Patrick Thomas
Manning

UCO

Charles Maximilian
Marcott

Rose State College

Amy Mascote
UCO

Vincent Maurice
Mason II

OU

Rebecca Claire McLain
Platt College

Ryne Louis McNeill
UCO

Ben Rupert and mom, Barbara, at the senior
farewell assembly.
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Nasar Min-Allah
OCCC

David Matthew Mollman
OU, Salutatorian

Mikey Gregory
Mollman

OU

Mount St. Mary Class of 2010

Juan Antonio
Montalvo

OU

Jared Curtis Morris
UCO

Mary Kate Mullooly
UCO

Christopher James
Newsom

OSU

Dalton Michael
Newsome

OSU

Cac Nguyen
OCCC

Morgan Cole Nievez
UCO

Kalan MacKenzie O'Dell
Rose State College 
Full Scholarship

Reyes Baltazar Oliva
UCO

Halie Michelle Olstad
OU

Jose Jaime Orquiz
UCO

Silvia Yolanda Pando
UCO

Andrew Lloyd Parker
U.S. Navy

Preslee Nikkol Perez
Northeastern State

University

Leigha Marie Pierce
OSU

Nicolas Lopez, Rebecca Lewis, Ellen Johnson, Robert Hopp, Christien Hill
and Stephanie Griffin at graduation.
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Timothy Andrew
Puckett

UCO

Sonia Quinonez
OU

Vanessa Ramirez
UCO

Victor Quintana
Rodriguez

UCO

Once a Rocket Aways a Rocket!

Benjamin Schairer
Rupert

UCO

Mariana Edith
Sanchez

UCO

Paul Allen Scott
UCO 

Stephen Andrew
Seaman

OSU

Andrew Ward
Seamans

OSU

Tyler E. Shimek
UCO

Tyler Blan Smith
Labette Community

College

Whitney Camelle
Swyden

OCCC

Dao Quynh Vucing
Tran
OCCC

Diem Thuy Tran
OCCC

Ngan “Sophie” Trinh
OCCC

Taylor Dawn Vallee
UCO

Kylie Nicole Vardaman
Benedictine College

FeiRan Yang
Northeastern University

Pamela Grijalva accepts a gift after graduation
at St. Mark’s on May 22, 2010.

Only those who risk
going too far can

possibly find how far
they can go.

Class motto
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Class of 2010 with Father Rayanna Pudota, school chaplain.
Dal Tran and Diem Tran try to hold on to their
balloons in the wind after graduation.

The two valedictorians giving their speeches, Rebecca Bornstein and Allison Hopper.

YYoouu  aarree
RRoocckkeett

PPRRIIDDEE!!
Vincent Mason gets a big hug. Photos by Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic
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Bishop McGuinness 
High School

Class of 2010

At left, valedictorian
Nicholas Aguilera,
bottom left to right,
salutatorians Bindu
Thomas and
Jonathan Gardocki
all gave speeches at
graduation.

Daniel Hatch, Cody Carson, Josh Hogsett and Jay Lester.

Chris Cudjo
gets a little help
with his cap
at the senior
farewell
assembly.
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2010

Shehan June
Abeyewardene

OU

Nickolas Michael
Aguilera

OU-Valedictorian

Kyle Matthew Ahmad
Northern Oklahoma

College

Donald Ray
Amend
OCCC

Kyle Hayden
Barry

OU

Ryan Samuel
Bass
OU

Alyssa Marie
Beaudoin

OU

Madeline Rae
Bisson

University of Tulsa

William Douglas
Blaik

Pepperdine University

James Christopher
Borders

College of the Holy Cross

Andrew Lee
Brown

OU

John O'Connor
Byrne

OU

Jacqulynn Nicole
Carroll

University of Arkansas

Matthew Cody
Hawk Carson

OCU

Kevin Lee 
Caruthers, Jr

Langston University

Patrick Ryan
Carver

OU

Allison Renee
Clemens

UCO

Emily Victoria
Conrad

Abilene Christian University

Joshua Alexander
Cook
USAO

Elaine Michelle
Cooper

OU

Samuel Scott
Crabtree 

University of Tulsa

Christopher Paul
Cudjo

OU

Kristen Kathryn
Dahlgren

University of Colorado
at Boulder

Hanna Marie
Daly
OCU

Patrick Michael
Daneshmand

OSU

Kristina Marie
Davis

Boston College

Celine Elise Davis
University of Colorado

at Boulder

Corinne Marie
Dinges

OU

Robert William
Dobbins

Undecided

OSU, there is no doubt where Laura Thompson is going to college
as she and her brothers, Will, a sophomore, and Dan, class of ’07,
show their college pride.
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Where Are We Going? Toward the Top!

William Joseph
Donnelly III

Creighton University

Grant Mitchell
Dube

OU

Danielle Marie
Fabian

OSU

Rose Margaret
Faherty

University of Arkansas

Carrie Ellen
Farrell

New York University

Collin Anthony
Farrell

Undecided

Andrea Garcia
OSU

Jonathan Leo
Gardocki

OCU- Salutatorian

Patrick Robert 
Duncan

Colorado State University

Brendan Scott
Dye

Creighton University

Boone Jenkins
Ellis, II

Undecided

Alyssa Marie
Fuller

OU

Erin Marie
Gaffney

OU

Tyler Jackson
Gann
OSU

Samantha Ryan
Garvey

OSU

Colin Alexander
Gross
OSU

Emily J. Hale
Southern Nazarene

University

Amy Lynn Hanson
OCU

Katherine Ann
Harris

Colorado College

Daniel Patrick
Hatch
UCO

Daniel Clarke
Hauser

Undecided

Kaitlin Yvonne
Heggy
UCO

Daniel Blake
Hendershot

Florida State University

Alex Elias
Hilton, III

OU

Abby Kathryn
Hodges

University of Tulsa

Joshua Leo
Hogsett

OU

Jalen Bernard
Howard

OCU

Abby Marie
Howell

OSU

Cassi Angelique
Iser
OU

Michael Walter
Johnson

OSU

Monica Gloria
Jordan

OU

Nicholas Christian Joyce
John Paul the Great
Catholic University

Braden Saul Klein
Rose State College

Thomas Patrick
Labarthe 

OU

Mia Ellen
Lancaster

OU
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2010

Jay Robert
Lester

Purdue University

Anna Elizabeth
Levine

OSU

Richard Lee
Lindsey, II
ACM @ UCO

Shelby Staton
Lippert

OSU

Alejandra Lopez
DePaul University

Preston James
Lucas

OU

Elizabeth Streck
Luetkemeyer

OSU

Claire Alicia
Maguire

OSU

Madeline Leigh
Mahoney

Columbia College

James Daxton
Maroney

OU

Michael Conor
McCarthy
Undecided

Maura Colleen
McDonald

OSU

Cannon Patrick
McMahan

University of Kansas

Caitlin Marie
McManigell

UCO

Kamber Dawn
McMaster

OU

Natalia Angelina
Migliaccio

OU

Stephen Marshal
Miles
OSU

Andrew James
Mlady

OU

Mark Philip
Morrison

OU

Brett Joseph
Mueggenborg

OSU

Zachary Lewis
Murphy

OSU

Andrew Thomas
Murphy 

Oklahoma Wesleyan

David Matthew
Murray

OSU

Joseph Barrett
Naifeh

OU

Katherine Anne
Neuberger 

Texas Christian

Teresa Trinh
Nguyen

OU

Krissy Tami
Nixon
OSU

Samuel Hanson
O’Brien

East Central State University

Emily Kay
O’Brien

OSU

Maddie Wunsch being robed by her sister, Emily, class of 2005.
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Where Are We Going? Toward the Top!

Michael Erik
O’Hare

OSU

Michelle Marie
Oliphant
Undecided

William John
Patrigo

OCU

Jessica Abagail
Patterson

UCO

Danielle Marie
Pena

Mesa State College

Amee Renee Pena
University of

Arkansas

Cara Ann Pugh
OCU

Rachel Alexandra
Pyle
UCO

Kashlie Shaelyn
Olson
UCO

Claire Catherine
Oltean

OU

Dominic Alan
Ottaviani

OSU

Kathryn Ann
Perry

Colorado College

Anna Katharine
Prince

Undecided

Caitlin Noel Prinzo
Southwestern Okla

State University

Alan Emmanuel
Randolph
Undecided

Matthew Charles
Renz
OSU

Whitney Renee
Ritchie

OU

Emily Miller Ross
Muhlenberg College

Margaret Anne
Ruiz
UCO

Aaron Mohsen
Sawheb

OU

Mary Elizabeth
Schaefer

UCO

Dietrich Wilhelm
Schnorrenberg

OSU-OKC

Charles Andrew
Schoolcraft

OSU

Katelyn Rianne
Schwarz

Newman University

Charles Austin
Shields

New Mexico State University

Mackenzie Lee
Smith
OSU

Shannon
Kathleen Smith

OSU

Keinan Patrick
James Smith

OU

Alexander Chase
Snodgrass

OSU

Dana Marlo
Speziale

OSU

Angelina Marie
Stancampiano

OCU

Nicholas Kelton
Staples

OSU

Michael Loren
Sweeney

OSU

Symphonie Nicole
Swift

OU

Evan Edward
Taylor

Rose State College
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Bishop McGuinness Class of 2010 

Conner Bridges
Tharp

OU

Bindu M. Thomas
SWOSU

Salutatorian

James Isaac
Trosper

OSU

Hannah
Marie Tubbs 

OU

Sarah Allyce
Turpen

OU

Elizabeth Jean
Van Horn

UCO

Brogan Lea Ward
St. Edward’s

University

Samantha
Milagra Watson

OU

Laura Patricia
Thompson

OSU

Mariel Katherine
Thompson-Savannah

College of Art and Design

Philip Alan
Tolentino

OU

Alison Marie
Vaughan

OU

Annica Galindo
Vaughan

OU

Reagen Elizabeth
Walters

OSU

Brennan Adrian
Weber

Creighton University

Amber Rose Weed
Undecided

Elizabeth Sue
Whitbeck

University of Arkansas

Jameel Zaker
Whitney-East Central 

State University

Thomas James
Wiewel
OCCC

Cody C. Wilson
OCCC

Megan Elizabeth
Wilson 

William Jewell College

Kirstie Alllison
Wolf 

William Jewell College

Andrew Clayton
Wood
OSU

Patrick Aaron
Wood

OU

Macie Nicole
Woodard

OU

Annabell Rose
Woods
UCO

Madeline Rae
Wunsch

OSU

Braden Shea
Yardley

Rose State College

Stephen
Longworth Young

Undecided

Kamran Michael
Zahrai

OU

At right: Jessica
Wood, class of

2007, helps robe
her brother,

Pat Wood.
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This year we “celebrate” the 50th
anniversary of the birth control pill,
or “the pill.”

For the 40th anniversary of the
pill, PBS produced a thorough retro-
spective on its history. The material is
still on the PBS website and is an in-
valuable resource for those interested
in this subject.

The story PBS tells is fascinating
and, without meaning to denigrate
PBS, the broadcaster tells the history
of the pill in a surprisingly honest
way — surprising not only because of
PBS’ usual biases, but also because
the pill is a subject that involves a
great deal of dishonesty. PBS is even
honest about the dishonesty and even
simple foolishness that surrounds the
pill. For instance, when it reports on
early efforts to get the pharmaceuti-
cal companies — including Searle,
which eventually became the first
company to receive FDA approval to
sell the birth control pill — to develop
a chemical contraceptive, PBS notes:

“Beyond the legal and religious
complications, Searle executives just
didn’t believe there would be a huge
market for an oral contraceptive. The
men at Searle found it inconceivable
that any woman would consider
taking pills every single day just for
contraception. The prevailing wisdom
was that no healthy woman would
ever willingly take a drug that nei-
ther treated nor prevented disease.”

Deceptive drug trial  
Sadly they were oh so wrong.

Women have proven wretchedly will-
ing to “take a drug that neither
treated nor prevented disease” and,
indeed, which has been plausibly
identified as a cause of lethal dis-
eases.

PBS also noted that some of the
early research that was done circum-
vented laws against contraception by
purporting to do research to help
women with problems with infertility.
Not only were some of the trials ille-
gal, some of them involved giving
women in psychiatric hospitals drugs

without their knowledge or consent.
Deception was even written into

the pill; since the pill creates a
pseudo-pregnancy, women on the
pill would not be menstruating.
Researchers, however, devised the pill
so that women would experience
pseudo menstruation each month.
This was done so that the pill might
seem more “natural” and thus per-
haps make it more acceptable to the
Catholic Church.

Researchers chose Puerto Rico as
a place to test the pill because they
reasoned if they could get a poor
Catholic country to accept contracep-
tion, it would be an easy sell else-
where.

The fact that three women died
during the course of the trials did not
provoke researchers to examine the
risks of taking the pill.

In fact, contraceptives are regu-
larly tested or used without proper
testing in Third World countries.
Another kind of pill, Quinacrine, has
the same sordid history. Quinacrine,
a drug available in pellet form, was
used for some time in Third World
countries to sterilize women. It works
by burning surfaces of the fallopian
tube and uterus, thereby closing off
the fallopian tubes. Huge problems
arose with the practice, however. For
instance, many of the lesions created
by the burning became infected.
Many women died of sepsis from
infected wounds before the World
Health Organization made sterilizers
cease the practice.

Health dangers  
The disturbing amount of duplic-

ity and falsehood surrounding contra-
ception continues to this day. Neither
pharmaceutical companies nor physi-
cians have been honest about the
medical dangers of chemical contra-
ceptives. The pill launched a whole set
of chemical contraceptives, including
Depo Provera, Ortho Evra, also
known as the Patch, and Norplant.
More and more studies (see the April
2009 study by Jessica Dolle of the
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center) are linking contraception
with increased incidences of some

forms of cancer.
The transcript of the PBS docu-

mentary indicates physicians recog-
nized this possible connection from
the beginning, but, from the start,
this information has been suppressed.
Why? Because pharmaceuticals make
billions each year from chemical con-
traceptives: An honest account of the
dangers would result in huge finan-
cial losses. Moreover, most of the
research done on the pill is financed
by pharmaceuticals. That just might
call into question the reliability of the
studies.

Occasionally, a study will appear
that purports to show that the pill
actually reduces the incidence of some
forms of cancer. At best these studies
show only a correlation between
taking the pill and reduction of risk of
disease. For instance, a study might
take a group of women who take
the pill and a group who don’t and
compare the mortality rate between
them. If the study shows that more
takers of the pill lived longer,
researchers jump to the conclusion
that taking the pill is what prolonged
the contraceptors’ lives.

That is a unwarranted leap of
logic; there may be many other signif-
icant differences between the two
groups that could account for the
difference in mortality. What the
studies definitely have not done is
shown why the pill might prolong life.
I suspect that will be impossible to do.
More reliable logic is on the side of
those who suspect a link between
contraception and disease, since the
chemical contraceptives involve pro-
longed ingestion of steroids. Many
of those taking the pill are young
women whose breasts are not fully
developed; their breasts are particu-
larly susceptible to predatory cell
growth.

Informed risk? 
Cancer is not the only lethal side

effect of the pill and other chemical
contraceptives. The Patch, which was
approved by the FDA in 2001 and
went on sale the following year, has
proved to have many lethal side
effects. Johnson and Johnson has paid

out millions of damages to women
and to the families of women who
have experienced sometimes fatal
heart attacks and strokes. The fact
that the usage of the Patch has
dropped by nearly two-thirds indi-
cates that at least some doctors have
been informed of the risks.

Any other drug that has been
linked with as many deaths and risks
of lethal diseases would likely have
been taken off the market. Some have
observed the pharmaceutical compa-
nies may be as liable to class action
suits as were the tobacco companies.

Certainly too few people know
that the chemical contraceptives can
have an abortifacient effect — that is,
they work by causing the endometri-
um to be insufficiently friendly to an
embryonic human being. Women who
use chemical contraceptives may
nonetheless conceive. If a woman
forgets to take the pill or takes the pill
at a different time of the day than
usual, or is taking other medication
that might interfere with the working
of the pill, she may ovulate and con-
ceive a child. As the new little human
being tries to implant in his or her
mother’s uterus, he or she may find
the atmosphere of the womb inhos-
pitable. Women who use the pill may
regularly be spontaneously aborting a
very small baby.

No woman knows how the pill or
any of the chemical contraceptives is
working in her body: Are they pre-
venting ovulation, conception or im-
plantation? Brian Gail’s terrific novel,
“Fatherless” (One More Soul, $14.95),
provides a gripping narrative, all too
likely close to fact, of the suppression
by pharmaceuticals of the truth of the
abortifacient power of the pill.

Present vs. future 
That the Father of Lies should be

using lies and subterfuge to promote
contraception should not be surpris-
ing. As Pope John Paul II noted in his
1981 apostolic exhortation Familiaris
Consortio (on the role of the Christian
family), contraceptive sex is itself a
lie. It falsifies the relationship of
spouses. When spouses are engaging 

Continued to Page 23

In Focus: Uncovering a String of Lies
The science is unequivocal. Fifty years after the FDA approved the pill,
chemical contraception is bad for women, couples, society and the environment

By Janet E. Smith
Reprinted With Permission
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Jobs Box    
Part-Time Music Teacher

Sacred Heart Catholic School, OKC, has
an opening for the 2010-2011 school year for a
part-time music teacher. The work day is on
Fridays. Contact Joana Camacho at 634-5673.

Part-Time Music Teacher
St. John Nepomuk Catholic School in

Yukon has a part-time teaching position avail-
able for the 2010-2011 school year, to provide
vocal music education to students in pre-
kindergarten through eighth grade. Applicants
may possess either an Oklahoma State Teacher
Certification or a college degree/experience in a
music-related field. This position may have the
opportunity for more hours as it has been a
shared position with another Catholic school
in previous years. Applicants should contact
Principal Diane Floyd at (405) 354-2509 to
submit a resume and application.

Teacher Opening
Villa Teresa School, OKC, has a teaching

position open for students ages 2 1/2 and 3.
Person applying must have at least an
associates degree in Early Childhood or
Childhood Development. This is a 12-month
position. If you are interested, please call Sister
Veronica at 232-4286.

Cook Needed
Villa Teresa School, OKC, is looking for a

full-time cook to work with kitchen manager.
This position is a year-round position. If
interested, contact Sister Veronica at 232-4286.

Music Teacher
Bishop John Carroll, OKC, is currently

accepting applications for music. Bishop John
Carroll is a pre-K through eighth-grade school.
Please submit resume to Connie Diotte at
cdiotte@bjcs.org or you may fax at 523-3053.
For more information, please call 525-0956.

High School Coaches Needed
Mount St. Mary Catholic High School,

Oklahoma City, is currently seeking qualified
candidates in the following coaching fields for
the 2010-2011 school year: cross country, track,
football assistant with wide receivers
experience, and soccer assistant. Teaching field
is Social Studies. Applicants can fax letter of
interest, resume and copy of teaching certificate
to Talita DeNegri at (405) 631-9209 or by
e-mail to tdenegri@mountstmary.org. EOE

DRE Opening 
St. Gregory’s in Enid is seeking a Director

of Religious Education. The position is part

time, approximately 20-25 hours per week.
Hours and times will vary depending on the
activities of the week or month. This is an 11-
month position from August through June.
Anyone interested in applying for this position
should notify St. Gregory’s office. Interviews
will be conducted during the middle of June.
Please contact St. Gregory’s Parish at (580)
233-4589. Send resumes to St. Gregory’s, 1924
W. Willow, Enid, Okla. 73703.

DRE Opening
Epiphany of the Lord Parish, Oklahoma

City, is accepting applications for the full-time
position of Director of Religious Education. The
parish is searching for a candidate deeply
rooted in the Catholic faith with experience and
vision to serve its 1,600 families. The director
will coordinate all education programs for pre-
K through 12th grade, including sacramental
preparation for children and parents. The
director will be responsible for catechist
recruitment, formation and certification, and
must also collaborate with the parish leaders of
youth ministry, music and adult education.
Applicants should have a degree in theology,
religious education or related area and a
minimum of five years experience working with
youth (master’s degree preferred). Interested
candidates should contact Patricia Koenig in
the Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education
to initiate the application process, (405) 721-
5651 Ext. 126.

Associate Director for Development and
Mission Integration

Catholic Charities in Oklahoma City is
looking for an Associate Director for
Development and Mission Integration. This
position will work with the executive director
and other staff to develop and implement a
comprehensive development and fundraising
strategy; research and identify potential donors
and sponsors (e.g., prospect, explore, identify
and track fundraising opportunities) focusing
on those that have the highest priority); write
proposals, letters of inquiry and grant reports
to donors; identify and follow up on potential
funders suggested by other people; explore a
wide variety of funding opportunities (e.g.
foundations, corporate donors, individual
memberships, plan giving, capital campaigns,
events, etc.), identify which would work best for
Catholic Charities and proceed accordingly;
develop and implement a planned giving
program; meet with current and potential
donors. The successful candidate should

possess a relevant degree and have a minimum
of five years experience in fundraising.
Candidates should e-mail their resume to
HR@catholiccharitiesok.org or mail it to 1501
N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City, Okla. 73106.

Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries 

St. Eugene Parish is accepting applications
for the full-time position of Coordinator of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Applicant
must be in full communion with the Catholic
Church, have previous experience in youth
ministry, have flexible working hours, and be
fluent in Spanish. Principle responsibilities
are ministry to youth and young adults and
overseeing the preparation of youth for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Submit resumes in
writing to Rev. Joseph A. Jacobi, St. Eugene
Catholic Church, P.O. Box 20930, Oklahoma
City, Okla. 73156-0930.

General Ledger Accountant
The Center of Family Love in Okarche has

immediate opening for a General Ledger
Accountant to perform a variety of accounting
tasks, such as examining financial statements,
reconcile reports and prepare General Ledger/
Profit and Loss statements for management.
Also, accounts payable and receivable and pay-
roll. Must be a team player and able to multi-
task. To apply, call 263-4658, fax 263-4718,
e-mail alemke@cflinc.org or in person at 635 W.
Texas, Okarche, Okla. 73762. EOE 

Adjunct Faculty Openings
The College for Working Adults at St.

Gregory’s University has Adjunct Faculty
openings on all campus locations in Tulsa,
Shawnee and OKC at the undergraduate level
for courses in Environmental Studies and
Accounting Control Systems. Candidates for
undergraduate courses are required to hold a
minimum of a master’s degree in the preferred
subject, doctoral degrees preferred, and related
business and industry experience. Adjunct
faculty openings at the graduate level requires
a doctorate in Health Care Management/
Health Care Administration or a doctorate in
Management/Business with an area of special-
ization in Health Care Management.
Candidates for graduate courses are required to
hold a Ph.D. in the preferred subject and
related business and industry experience.
Candidates must be supportive of and willing to
contribute to the Catholic and Benedictine
identity of the university. Send a cover letter,
vita and transcripts to hr@stgregorys.edu.
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Calendar  
JUNE

13 Charismatic Healing Mass,
5:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 3901 S.W. 29th
Street, Oklahoma City. For more
information, call the church office at
(405) 685-4806.

13 The Divine Liturgy (the
Eucharist or Mass) of the
Byzantine Catholic Church will
be celebrated at St. Mark the
Evangelist Church in Norman at 6
p.m. St. Mark is located at 3939 W.
Tecumseh Road, Norman.
Refreshments with questions and
answers will follow the Liturgy. For
more information, call Father Phil
Seeton at  (405) 789-2595.

16 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, NW 32nd and Western, every
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to noon. All are
welcome.

17 Monthly Novena to The Infant
Jesus. Nine days of novenas to
Infant Jesus of Prague monthly.
During these nine days, the novena
prayers will be as follows: Monday-
Friday following noon Mass,
Saturday following 6 p.m. Mass and
Sunday following 11 a.m. Mass. At

St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church at
304 Jim Thorpe Blvd. in Prague.
From I-40, take exit 200 north 7
miles on SH 99/377; or from I-44,
take Stroud exit south 18 miles on
SH 99/377. (405) 567-3080 or www.-
shrineofinfantjesus.com.

17 Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament at Epiphany Parish, in
the chapel every Thursday, 8:30 a.m.
to 8 p.m. and daily (M,T,W,F) from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. All are welcome.
Epiphany is located at 7336 W.
Britton Road, Oklahoma City 73132.

18-20 Rachel’s Vineyard in
Oklahoma City. The weekend is
totally confidential. Not even the
meeting place is made public. Women
and men who are suffering from the
pain of abortion are free to gather
with others who are experiencing the
same pain. For more information,
call (405) 623-3844 or e-mail
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com. The
website is www.rachelsvineyard.org.

19 St. Ann Nursing Center
Garage Sale and Bake Sale from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Booth space is avail-
able by calling 728-7888.

19 PRAYING WITH BENEDICT, a
Silent Retreat, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30

p.m. with Joanne Yankauskis, OSB.
Place: Retreat House at Red Plains
Spirituality Center. Call (405) 373-
0804 to register. Fee: $35 ($10
deposit). Bring a sack lunch.

20 Pilgrimage Sunday, Mass
begins at 11 a.m. and includes bless-
ing of the sick and blessing of the
children, noon lunch, 1 p.m. Novena
prayers to Infant Jesus of Prague,
Litany of the Infant Jesus, and
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
National Shrine of the Infant Jesus
of Prague is located at St.
Wenceslaus Catholic Church at 304
Jim Thorpe Blvd. in Prague. From I-
40, take exit 200 north 7 miles on SH
99/377; or from I-44, take Stroud exit
south 18 miles on SH 99/377. (405)
567-3080 or www.shrineofinfant-
jesus.com.

20 The community of the Secular
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of
Jesus - Oklahoma Community and
Province of St. Therese meets at St.
Joseph Carmelite Monastery in
Piedmont from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information, call Susan
Staudt at (405) 282-6624 or Sister
Silvia Negrete at (405) 232-7926.

20 The Secular Franciscan Order
of St. Francis Fraternity meets at
1:15 p.m. at St. Anthony’s Hospital
chapel. For more information, call
Jim Disbrow at 830-8688.

23 Learn the Sympto-thermal
Method of Natural Family
Planning with Jeanne Blasi,
certified instructor. The three-night
course is spread out over three
months on June 23, July 14 and Aug.
11 at 7 p.m. at St. John the Baptist
Church, 9th and Boulevard, Edmond,
in the basement council room. You
must register for the class online at
www.ccli.org.

26 International Food Fest at St.
Francis of Assisi Church at 6 p.m. in
the T. Phil Kierl Gymnasium. The
dinner benefits the Rosary School
Scholarship and Endowment Funds.
St. Francis is located at 1901 N.W.
18th St., OKC. Dinner tickets will be
sold for $20 each after all the
Masses. Call Mary Lalli for ticket
information, 947-2947.

26 St. Charles Catholic Singles
(and friends) will hold a dance at St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
from 7 to 11 p.m. For more
information, call Al at 631-0763.

Continued from Page 19
in sexual intercourse, their acts, by their very
nature, are ordained to expressing a lifetime com-
mitment to each other, to expressing love, the desire
to share their entire lives with each other, their
desire to give of themselves to each other in a way
in which they give themselves to no other.

Contracepted acts simply cannot express such
meanings. Contracepted acts of sexual intercourse
are inherently ephemeral; they have no ordination
to the future. They express simply the desire of the
partners to share a great pleasure.

Non-contracepted acts of sexual intercourse
retain the meaning of a profound orientation
toward the future — that is, the language of the
body, the meaning of a non-contracepted act of
sexual intercourse, says, “I acknowledge and accept
the beauty of the procreative meaning of this act. If
you and I were to become parents with each other,
the commitment entailed in parenthood is one I
welcome with you; I want a lifetime exclusive rela-
tionship with you.”

Lies lead to more lies. Certainly contraception
is damaging to the marital relationship since it
belies the nature of the gift. It also falsifies
male/female relationships prior to marriage.

Misplaced attraction 
First, consider the physical effect of the

chemical contraceptives on male/female relation-
ships. More and more studies show that the use of
contraceptives muddles the “chemical” attraction
between males and females. Since chemical con-
traceptives put women in a state of “pseudo-
pregnancy,” women using the chemical contracep-
tives have a bizarre chemical makeup — they do
not have the hormonal makeup of women with  nat-
ural fertility nor the hormonal makeup of truly
pregnant women.

Studies show that women taking the pill are
attracted to less masculine men, and when they go
off the pill they often find they are not as attracted
to the man they chose when they were on the pill.
Men are more attracted to women who have
natural fertility cycles. One study showed that they

find average-looking women who are fertile more
attractive than supermodels. So, chemical contra-
ceptives falsify the attraction between men and
women.

The effectiveness rate of contraceptives is mis-
represented. Fifty percent of the pregnancies in the
United States are unintended, and 50 percent of
women who have those unwanted pregnancies were
using a contraceptive when they got pregnant.
More than 50 percent of women having abortions
say they were using a contraceptive when they got
pregnant. Within the first year that they use
contraception, 17 percent of unmarried, cohabiting
women will experience contraceptive failure.

The lying that goes on in any sexual relation-
ship not bound up with marriage is also destruc-
tive, both of the relationships and of the souls
of those participating in such relationships. Dawn
Eden, in her book “The Thrill of the Chaste,” vivid-
ly portrays the amount of deception it takes to be
promiscuous — to pretend you are more interested
in your potential prey than you actually are.

Pill
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Once a week Deacon Roy Forsythe makes the
trek from Edmond to the Oklahoma County Jail
where inmates anxiously await his visit.

The Catholic deacon offers hope and guidance
to this forgotten population of society, giving them
the inspiration to change their life.

Ordained in 2006, Forsythe is a deacon at
the Catholic Parish of St. John the Baptist in
Edmond. A retired plastic surgeon, Forsythe be-
gan his ministry in hospitals, thinking a medical
setting would be the ideal place for him. He quick-
ly realized God was calling him in a very different
direction.

“A prison ministry was always in the back of
my mind. My interest began 15 years ago when I
went to a Kairos closing ceremony at Big Mac,”
says Forsythe, referring to a religious event at the
state prison in McAlester.

Early in 2007, he began visiting the Okla-
homa County Jail with a Vietnamese Catholic
deacon who had been faithfully ministering to the
population for many years. Seeing the deacon’s job
limited him to weekend visits, Forsythe wanted to
help. Immediately he knew this was exactly what
he wanted to do.

Forsythe now visits the jail every Thursday,
bringing rosaries and prayer cards and praying
with inmates. He gets anywhere from 15 to 50
requests but is only able to see 15 to 17 inmates
each week due to security requirements and jail
regulations.

“The prisoners hear about me through word of
mouth,” says Forsythe.

“They also see me in the halls, in the housing
units called pods, and in the elevator. Many
request to see me because they see others wearing
a rosary and want one.” He always leaves rosaries
for those he sees, along with instructional cards
on how to pray the rosary. “Mother Mary leads
them to her Son,” says Forsythe.

The deacon begins each visit asking the
inmate what year it is and what that means. He
goes on to point out it’s been 2010 years since the
birth of Christ. “Jesus must have been a pretty
special guy. The whole world keeps track of time
based on His life,” he tells them.

The Bible is crucial to Forsythe’s ministry.
While the jail provides prisoners with a pocket-
size New Testament, Forsythe brings each person
he sees a full-sized, complete Bible. Forsythe also
makes sure they have access to Bible study, start-
ing them off with a beginner study he himself
authored.

Should inmates wish to continue Bible study,

Forsythe provides them with contact information
for a gentleman in Midwest City, Bob Lambert.
Lambert offers a 21-lesson study to prisons across
the United States. Each inmate has to complete
one study, send it to Lambert and receive a “pass-
ing grade” before Lambert sends the next lesson.

In his meetings with the inmates, he directs
them to passages from the First Letter of John, an
eyewitness account to Christ’s life. “They have to
decide, either John is telling the truth or he’s a
liar. I tell them to read it for themselves and come
to their own conclusion.”

He then reads them the prologue to Luke’s
Gospel, which also speaks to an eyewitness
account of “events which have been fulfilled in our
midst.” (Lk 1:1) 

“I point out the events that have occurred in

our midst like the Murrah Building bombing.
That’s something we will never forget,” says the
deacon. “I tell them that if both John and Luke are
telling the truth, maybe there’s something more to
this Jesus they need to find out.”

“Lots want to pray and invite Christ into their
life,” says Forsythe. He also reads them Rev. 3:20,
“Here I stand, knocking at the door…” He tells
them the reason they came to him was because
they heard knocking.

“I ask them, are you going to get up and open
the door or just go on like you have been? There
are a jail full of people who know who Jesus is, but
don’t open the door.”

Many inmates express an interest in joining
the Catholic Church.

Forsythe makes this possible by giving one-
on-one classes called Rites of Christian Initiation.
“I baptized one inmate six months ago,” says
Forsythe. “I had been working with him over a
year before that.”

Forsythe has already registered the inmate at
St. Joseph’s Parish in downtown Oklahoma City,
noting the importance of active participation in a
Christian community.

Choosing to volunteer his professional skills
as well, Forsythe holds a tattoo removal clinic
once a month at the Latino Community Develop-
ment Agency.

“They can’t get into the military or find a job
with visible tattoos.” This part of his ministry can
also lead inmates to the Church.

“I see them more than once because it takes
two or three visits to completely remove a tattoo.
They have to have time to heal in between.”

Recently he was contacted by a young lady he
had first seen at the county jail. “She needed a
tattoo removed, and asked me where a Catholic
Church was near where she lives. I put her in
touch with her local deacon.”

Forsythe believes there is a lower recidivism
rate among those he counsels, but he has seen
some released only to commit another crime and
be arrested again. “There are a lot of con artists
there, but I can recognize that. Some are sincere
and want to make changes to their life.

“It’s not up to me to judge or feel obligated.
I just have to plant the seed and provide an
opportunity to change.”

Although it’s a long day, Forsythe is happy to
give of his time. “My purpose is to get them to
think about their life.”

Forsythe is successful more often than not,
teaching the inmates not only through prayer,
Bible study and counseling, but also by the
example he sets with his own life.

By Kacee Van Horn

Deacon Roy Forsythe

Deacon Takes Ministry Inside Prison Walls
SPREADING THE WORD
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