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Young Catholic Men Make Trek to Emmaus Days Retreat 

In the Sacred Scriptures, Luke tells us of the
two disciples that were journeying to the town
of Emmaus after Jesus Christ’s body was
discovered to be missing from the tomb on that
first Easter Sunday. As the confused disciples
left Jerusalem, a stranger approached them
and accompanied them on their trek. The dis-
ciples must have been disappointed to see the
man they thought was the Messiah, beaten and
crucified before their eyes. However, on the
journey the stranger walked beside them and
helped unlock the Scriptures for them. He also
instilled in them hope, that must have seemed
distant as they had begun their journey. After
inviting the stranger to stay with them that
evening, the stranger broke the bread and
immediately the disciples realized that the
stranger was the Risen Christ.

Just as Christ accompanied the two disciples

in their sorrow and confusion, He also accom-
panies each of us. On one of the warmest days
in July, 15 young men from around the state of
Oklahoma went on their own journey for
answers. This journey led them to the 2008
Emmaus Days Retreat sponsored by the
Vocations Office of the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City. By listening to priests from
around the state share their own stories and
interacting with priests and seminarians, the
young men were able to catch a glimpse of what
the life of a priest encompasses.

During a light-hearted question and answer
session, several priests shared their own joys
and hardships that come with being a priest.
After agreeing that the business aspect of
running a parish was one of the most difficult
challenges, they also agreed that living a life
devoted to doing God’s Will allows them to
focus their whole lives on Christ and bringing
God’s people to the peace that only flows from

continued on Page 10

By Brian Buettner 
Seminarian

David Whitmarsh, Ryan Bertels and Jonathan Gardocki

Max Marcott with Archbishop Beltran. At
right, the participants of Emmaus Days.
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With school back in session, I
don’t know about parents, but I’m
sure most children are saying “How
quickly the summer has passed!”
Indeed it has! The traditional school
year has now begun and children of
all ages are back to the books, the
computers and the schedule of classes.

School bells, like church bells,
were designed to call people together
to learn, to socialize and to pray. As
instruments, bells have been an im-
portant part of our cultural heritage.
Though bells have been replaced and
villages and towns have grown to
cities and metropolitan areas, the
school year concept is still a valuable
force in our lives. The school year
brings us back together after a
summer of travel and rest. It reminds
us — not only children, but all of us, of
the importance of learning. The need
to study, to think and to mature must
be ongoing. As human persons we are
always students!

In the religious sphere, we
describe the purpose of our existence
simply but profoundly, saying God
made us to know Him, to love Him
and to serve Him on this earth so that
someday we could rejoice with Him
forever in heaven.

In the above definition of the
purpose of human life, “to know”
comes first. To know God! How can we
know God? By ourselves, it would be
impossible. But God in His goodness
and graciousness has revealed Him-
self to us in countless ways. This
process of revelation was completed
with Jesus. He came to show us God,
to lead us to God, to share God’s life
with us. Jesus came to bring us a new
and abundance of life. He came to re-
deem us from sin and made it possible
for us to have life everlasting in
heaven. Therefore, in order to know
God, we must open ourselves to that

which Jesus revealed, what He taught
and what He proclaimed as the Good
News of salvation. This is the reason
Jesus established the Church and
instituted the Sacraments. This is
what the Catholic Church is all about.

We who constitute the Church are
a wide variety of people with diverse
backgrounds. Some of us were bap-
tized as infants because we were “born
into a Catholic family.” Others joined
the Church later as catechumens or
candidates already baptized. Through
marriages, friendships and from other
examples of right living, many have
been introduced and brought into the
Church.

Each of us in the Church is a
unique individual. Yet all of us are
united in faith. We believe in Jesus
and we accept all that He has revealed
to us. It is precisely because of this
faith in Jesus that every single one of
us has the serious fundamental obli-
gation to learn, to study and to dis-
cover the fuller meaning of our faith.
Only in this process of knowing Jesus
can we love and serve Him. Therefore,
I extend a challenge to every Catholic
person in this Archdiocese. I urge you
to make a positive effort during this
new school year to learn more about
your Catholic faith. I invite you to
listen to Jesus and His teachings. Do
not take your faith for granted. Do not
let your faith stagnate because of lazi-
ness or indifference.

What can you do? What should
you do?

Next Saturday, Aug. 23, symboli-
cally, school bells will ring for our
entire Archdiocese. Next Saturday,
representatives from every parish in
our Archdiocese will gather at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School.
The staffs from our Archdiocesan
Offices of Education and Pastoral
Ministry and I will welcome your

parish representatives to an exciting
learning session. There, through your
parish representatives, we will intro-
duce you to the many resources and
opportunities that are available to you
right now for your faith development.

Each representative will receive a
copy of the Resource Manual for Faith
Development. Our goal is not to give
you a fancy folder. Our intention is to
present to you and to every Catholic
person of this Archdiocese a practical,
useful instrument or tool for your
faith development.

We want you to come to know,
love and serve God. We want you to
participate in the remarkable and
wonderful opportunities that are
available for you and your families
and your fellow parishioners right
now here in the Archdiocese of
Oklahoma City.

School bells are ringing. Church
bells are ringing and I am inviting you
to live the fullness of your Catholic
faith!
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The Good News                                              

... School Bells!
We want you to come to
know, love and
serve God. We
want you to
participate 
in the 
remarkable
and wonderful
opportunities
that are available for you
and your families and your
fellow parishioners right
now here in the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City.
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EDMOND —  The Peru Ministry
Subcommittee of Saint Monica
Parish is holding a fiesta on Aug. 30
to benefit Father Joseph Uhen.
Father Joe is the pastor and only
priest at Santisimo Sacramento
Parish in Piura, Peru, where he
serves more than 35,000 faithful.

In addition to dinner and danc-

ing, there will be a live and silent
auction.

The fiesta will begin at 6:30 p.m.
in the Parish Hall at Saint Monica
Catholic Church, 2001 N. Western,
Edmond. To donate auction items or
for more information, contact John
Robin at (405) 752 2265 or (405) 850-
4816.

Edmond Parish 
to Host Benefit to
Help Poor of Peru
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Brother Copelin to be Ordained Aug. 21 at St. Gregory’s 

SHAWNEE — If Brother Boniface
Copelin had not had the courage years
ago to follow his heart, there’s a good
chance today he would be an ordained
Roman Catholic priest. But, because
he did have the courage to follow his
heart, there’s an even better chance
that this week he will become an
ordained Roman Catholic priest.

Confused?
There was a time when Brother

Boniface admits he was as well.
The Benedictine deacon is

scheduled to receive the sacrament of
Holy Orders on Aug. 21 when Arch-
bishop Beltran celebrates Mass and
ordains him a Roman Catholic priest
of the Benedictine Order at Saint
Gregory Abbey. This solemn and
beautiful sacrament will be conferred
some 18 years after Brother Boniface
was dispensed from his vows. At the
time he wasn’t sure he was prepared
to continue in monastic life and rather
than make a mistake, he chose
another path.

Years later, after following that
path, it led him back to a familiar
place, Saint Gregory’s Abbey. It was
there that the Benedictine monks
welcomed him home, back into the
fold. And now, Brother Boniface
Copelin knows he is where he belongs,

where God has called him to serve.
Brother Boniface said if he hadn’t

chosen to walk away when he did, he
would not have become the person he
is today, a man confident that God is
calling him to give himself entirely to
the priesthood.

As Brother Boniface explains, he
“went back into the world” in 1989
when he asked to be dispensed from
his vows at Saint Gregory’s Abbey. He
struggled with the decision, but in the
end realized if he was not 100 percent

sure, he had to walk away. Eventually
he would come to realize he could
never completely walk away. Whether
he was pitching high-tech equipment
to research universities and hospitals
throughout the country or selling

homes as a real
estate agent in Ohio,
there was always
“something missing”
as the personable
Boniface puts it.

As a salesman,
he was often travel-
ing, making calls
and living in motels.
It was in the quiet of
the motel room that
he would find himself constantly
watching EWTN.

“I would be channel surfing and
there would be Father Benedict
Groeschel discussing the writings of
the church fathers,” Brother Boniface
said. He said he found himself time
and again, no matter what city, no
matter what hotel, returning to the
Catholic programming offered by
EWTN. With so many channels, he
could have watched anything and
everything, but it was Mother
Angelica’s Eternal Word Television
Network that captivated him.

The 47-year-old Benedictine
deacon was born to Logan Edward
Copelin and Inez Rycroft Copelin in
Marietta, Ga., on May 1, 1961. An only
child, his mother lives in Oklahoma
City, while his father is deceased.

As a child, Brother Boniface was
enrolled in elementary school at Villa

Teresa Catholic School. He became
very close to the Carmelite Sisters
who operate the school. His mother,
baptized in the Episcopal faith, agreed
that he could join the Catholic Church
and he did in 1973 while attending
school at Saint Charles Boromeo. He
would graduate from Bishop Mc-
Guinness High School in 1979 and
would attend college at Loyola
University in Chicago. He found
himself attracted to the structure
provided by the Benedictines and
entered as a Novitiate at Saint
Gregory’s Abbey in 1981. He earned
an associate’s degree there and then
moved to New England where he
graduated from Saint Anseim College
in Manchester, N.H., in 1985. Brother
Boniface then found himself at Ohio
State University where in 1989 he
earned a master’s in zoology.

He knew a few months later the
doubts in his mind could not be
ignored. He knows today it was for the
best.

“If I had stayed when I was in my
20s, I would not have been who I am
today at 47,” Brother Boniface said.

Following his ordination, Father
Boniface will return to the Pontifical
Atheneum of Sant’ Anselmo where he
will continue his studies toward the
Licentiate in Sacred Theology special-
izing in the History of Theology.

By Ray Dyer
The Sooner Catholic

Brother
Boniface 

Couples Strengthen Marriages Through Encounter Ministry
ONTARIO, Calif. — More than

850 Worldwide  Marriage  Encounter
couples made a strong statement
here promising a lifetime commit-
ment to their marriages. The couples
signed a banner at the Ontario
Convention Center which also
affirmed their belief in traditional
marriage between a man and a
woman.

The words “Forever Yours” were
written in large print at the top of
the banner. Thousands of partici-
pants at the convention squeezed
into the very large convention lobby
to participate in the signing.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
couples were meeting in Ontario to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of
this grass roots movement that has

spread to 90 countries.
The event saw a

turnout of about
2,000 people from
all over the world,
including 850
married couples,
250 children, 70
priests and
several bishops
from the San
Diego and San
Bernardino dioceses.

“This is a way for
us to reinforce the perma-
nence of our marriage vows and
the sanctity of the sacrament of
matrimony,” said Tony and Cathy
Witczak and Father Emile Frische,
the U.S. leadership team of

Worldwide Marriage
Encounter.

W o r l d w i d e
M a r r i a g e

Encounter week-
ends start on a
Friday evening
and ends on
S u n d a y
a f t e r n o o n .

P a r t i c i p a n t s
hear presenta-

tions by a couple
and a priest and later

write their thoughts and
feelings to share in the privacy

of their room. There is no group
discussion. Weekends are held in
various locations, including hotels
and retreat centers.

There is a cost for the weekend,
but in the 40-year history of World-
wide Marriage Encounter, no couple
has ever been turned away from
attending a weekend because of lack
of money.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is a nonprofit organization and all
donations are used to continue offer-
ing additional weekends throughout
the country and the world.

Married couples who want to
learn more about making their “good
marriages, better” can find World-
wide Marriage Encounter weekends
that are presented all over the
United States.

For more information, contact
Dan and Jean Forgue at (405) 760-
0390 or e-mail partspeople@att.net.

Brother Boniface said
if he hadn’t chosen to
walk away when he
did, he would not have
become the person he is
today, a man confident
that God is calling him
to give himself entirely
to the priesthood.
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Cursillo Helps Connect People
to Christ Through Others

Cursillo was founded in Majorca,
Spain, in 1944 by Bishop Juan Hervas
and his lay assistant, Eduardo
Bonnin. It was seen as a way to train
lay people to become effective leaders
in the Church over a course of three-
day weekends. In 1957, the first U.S.
Cursillo was held in Waco, Texas, and
it quickly spread across the country.
The first Cursillo in Oklahoma was
held in 1980.

But these facts can’t convey where
the real strength of Cursillo lies,
which is with the people whose lives it
touches. “Cursillo is what people do,”
Father Don Wolf said. “It’s a move-
ment from person to person, bringing
Christ into everyday life.”

Father Wolf has worked with
Cursillo since 1981, and is very enthu-
siastic about the people involved and
the way they bring Christ and the
Scriptures to the world through shar-
ing their own experience. “It’s really
the only program for spiritual growth
in the Spanish-speaking community,”
he said, adding that many of
Oklahoma’s Catholic Hispanic leaders
have come up through Cursillo, in-
cluding several deacons. “It has defi-
nitely lived up to its origins as a lay
movement!”

In the last 27 years, Father Wolf
has seen the movement grow, with
more people signed up for each event.
The recent gathering at Red Rock

Canyon saw more than 200 people
participating in Mass and communal
meals, and listening to speakers tell
about their experiences of what
Cursillo has done for them. Their next
event will be in Guymon over Labor
Day weekend.

Annie Lombardo has been a part
of Cursillo since 1991. She and her
husband, Angelo, were originally
invited to Cursillo by their friends,
Ken and Carol Lowery. “The method of
Cursillo is to make a friend, be a
friend, and then bring that friend to
Christ,” she said. “Cursillo gave us an
opportunity to learn about our faith
and to experience the love and
support of a Christian community
through prayer and service. In Okla-
homa, Cursillo is offered in English
and Spanish, following the same
method.”

She encourages everyone to check
the Web site at www.okccursillo.com.
“The Web site helps us connect with
each other, and to find out about
Cursillo events. It gives us an oppor-
tunity to learn about the team that
will be working the Cursillo and an
opportunity to pray for them, and for
the candidates that will be living the
Cursillo for the first time.”

“Cursillo is transforming the face
of Hispanic ministry in Oklahoma,”
Father Wolf said. “It is very impres-
sive!”

Look for Eduardo Bonnin’s book
“Cursillos in Christianity: The How
and the Why.”

By Ammanda McCabe
The Sooner Catholic

HINTON — More than 200 people
gathered at Red Rock State Park
on a hot and humid July 20 for
Mass and a day of music and
fellowship as part of the Cursillo
ministry. Father Don Wolf, of Saint
Benedict Church in Shawnee,
celebrated the outdoor Mass with
the faithful traveling from as far
as Tulsa, Woodward and Madill to
take part in the Eucharistic
celebration and the activities that
followed. Sooner Catholic Photos/
Ray Dyer
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Student Grateful
for CFO Support 

Gratitude  describes  Camila  Herrera’s
emotions regarding the support the Catholic
Foundation Scholarship has provided her in her
quest to become an architect at the University of
Oklahoma.

“I would like to thank you for your generous
contribution to my education…” Camila said.

Camila is from Oklahoma City where she
graduated from Mount St. Mary Catholic High
School. She is beginning her fourth year at OU in
the department of architecture. When asked how
she was turning her gratitude into action within her community, she noted
her two summer volunteer opportunities where she was able to “directly
make a difference in other people’s lives.” One was as an intern, being a part
of the TAP architecture team to rebuild a porch for a lady who requested help
from Rebuilding Together. This is a national nonprofit that rehabilitates
homes for low-income families, particularly the elderly and disabled. Her
second opportunity came when she volunteered with Freedom by Design,
another nonprofit which helps to remove the barriers for the low-income dis-
abled which keeps them from being as mobile and self-sufficient as possible
in and around their home. “I was able to lead a team of students to build a
handicap-accessible ramp for a lady in Slaughterville, who otherwise could
not afford this vital home modification. I am very excited to be a part of this
important initiative and have successfully completed our first project.”

Hardworking and highly motivated are also descriptors of Camila. This
fall she said she would be going to school, working at the Modern Languages
Laboratory doing graphic design and being a student assistant for the
Goff Lecture Series at the College of Architecture. Camila concluded with
another expression of gratitude, saying, “Without your help, it would be
extremely difficult for me to afford my education. Thank you!”

Camila Herrera

Disaster Volunteers Needed
Did you know that Catholic

Charities serves as a disaster relief
agency for natural and man-made
disasters that affect the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City? Over the last
several years, Catholic Charities has
served communities that have had
tornadoes, floods, ice storms, and
resettled hurricane victims.

“You would never have thought
we would be impacted by a hurri-
cane, however, families were settled
all across the United States,” said
Charlotte Nowakowski, disaster
coordinator for Catholic Charities.

“We’ve found that there is an
immediate need to gather informa-
tion from those affected in order to
get them connected with services
through Red Cross, FEMA and for
long-term care through Catholic
Charities,” Nowakowski said. “We
are looking for volunteers who can be
contacted when needed in order to
assist with this immediate response
when a disaster hits.”

Volunteers are needed to serve as
intake staff, data entry and logistics
assistants.

All disaster response positions will

be on-call as needed and would
decide when and how much they are
able to work.

Training and equipment will be
provided. The first volunteer orienta-
tion and disaster training program
will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 21 at Catholic Charities, 1501
N. Classen Blvd. Volunteers will
be required to attend training and
participate in the Safe Environment
Training.

Volunteers will be trained to assist
parishes and communities that are
affected by disaster. “It is not a
matter of ‘if ’ but ‘when’ we will
have another disaster that hits here
in Oklahoma,” said Nowakowski.
“We’re trying to prepare so that
those who are affected by the disas-
ters get immediate assistance from
trained, warm and compassionate
people.”

As Mother Teresa said, “The fruit
of Love is Service.”

To register and obtain additional
information and volunteer applica-
tions, contact Becky VanPool at 523-
3009 or e-mail bvanpool@catholic-
charitiesok.org.

BUFFALO — St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church will be celebrating its
Centennial on June 27, 2009. The St.
Joseph’s Centennial Committee is
inviting past and present clergy and
parishioners to share their memories
via stories and/or photographs of their
time at St. Joseph’s. These narratives
will be included in the St. Joseph’s
Centennial Booklet. When thinking
about how to share your families’
story, the following questions may be
helpful.

1. When did your story at St.
Joseph’s  begin and what brought you
here? 

2. What sacraments and events did
your family experiene in Buffalo? 

3. What do you remember most
about your time at St. Joseph’s? 

This booklet will pay tribute to the
past 100 years, documenting histori-
cal data, founding families, current
and past clergy and parishioners. All
correspondence is welcomed and
should be sent by Oct. 15, 2008, to
Debbie Robison, Rt. 1 Box 19, Buffalo,

Okla. 73834, or babeerobison@yahoo.-
com.

A St. Joseph’s Centennial Fund
has been established to assist in the
development of the booklet as well as
updating and repair of the church and
Parish Hall. All donations are grate-
fully appreciated and may be sent
to Dee Dee Mundell, Centennial
Chairman, Rt. 1 Box 116, Rosston,
Okla. 73855.

Parish Plans Centennial Celebration

On June 28, six people celebrated the completion of the five-year Spiritual
Direction Formation Program offered by the Sisters of Benedict. The ceremony
was held in the Mercy Conference Center, following a day-long retreat
presented by Father Ralph Huse, S.J. Receiving Certificates of Completion were
Jan Bruehl, St. Andrews, Moore; Jeanette Kremer, Our Lady of Fatima,
Nicoma Park; Sister Melissa Anna Letts, OSB, Red Plains Monastery,
Piedmont; Bea Parker, St. Francis Xavier, Enid; Christine Sims, Peace
Lutheran, Oklahoma City; and Robert Streets, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help/Cathedral, Oklahoma City. Family and friends joined in the celebration.
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Top Essay: What Catholic Education Means To Me
Editor’s Note: Kody Bollenbach,

son of Evelyn and Bob Bollenbach
of Kingfisher, is an eighth-grade
graduate of Sts. Peter and Paul
Catholic School. He received the
Stinger Award, which recognizes an
eighth-grade  student’s  essay  de-
scribing the importance of Catholic
education in his or her life. The
award was originally the Clint Sigl
Award, in remembrance of a 10-
year-old who died of cystic fibrosis.
Award winners are chosen by the
Rusty Sanders family. Winners are
chosen from their essays, an applica-
tion and recommendations from
three community leaders. Kody’s
essay is printed below.

KINGFISHER — Although I
could have studied math, English or
science in any school, it was at Sts.
Peter and Paul School that I learned
life lessons that will stay with me
forever. It was here that I learned
the importance of caring for others
through the Big Brother - Big Sister
program. It was here I learned
the value of friends and a church
community. The greatest thing I
learned, though, was the power of
community service.

Community  service  is  so  im-

portant because it has showed me
how to help others in need.
Whenever I have done community
service, I feel really good about
myself because I know I have made
a difference in someone else’s life.
For that reason, the tradition of
community service that I first
learned here at Sts. Peter and Paul
will remain a part of my life even
after I graduate.

One of my first memories of being
a volunteer was helping with church
and school chores. I started to school
here when I was only 4 years old.
At that age I didn’t get to do a lot
of volunteer work, but I did see
parents, teachers and people in the
parish pitch in to help with school
cleanup days, making repairs, work-
ing concession stand and being on
playground duty. I’d see the older
kids serving Mass. I hope all
students who serve Mass know how
much the younger kids look up to
them and want to be just like them! 

When I got older I had the chance
to do community service projects for
youth group, like work the turkey
dinner. Once I collected over 200
bottles of water to donate to Sister
BJ’s pantry, and then we went there
on a field trip and worked in the

food and clothes pantry. Even
though that was a school project, I
still donate bottled water to the food
pantry whenever I can.

What’s cool about learning the
importance of community service is
that you can reach out even farther
than just the school. Through youth
group I got to help with Kingfisher
In Lights and I helped clean up af-
ter the flood. Sometimes community
service goes even beyond my local

town. I now volunteer at OSU for
two big events every year — Family
Health and Safety Day and the
Juvenile Diabetes Walk. Those two
charity events have hundreds of
volunteers and participants, and
they help people all over Oklahoma.

Next year I will attend Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School,
where once again community
service is very important. As a
student there, I will be asked to log
in at least 90 hours of community
service and volunteer work. I think
that will be an opportunity to
continue the service work that I
learned to do so well while being a
student at Sts. Peter and Paul.

It was said many years ago in
Aesop’s Fable, The Lion and the
Mouse: “No act of kindness, no
matter how small, is ever wasted.”
So whether I am sweeping the gym
floor after a basketball game, de-
livering food baskets to the firemen
or serving at a funeral Mass, I know
that the community service I have
learned from my teachers, parents
and with the help of my friends here
at Sts. Peter and Paul will serve me
well for the rest of my school years
and throughout the rest of my life.

By Kody Bollenbach 

Kody Bollenbach 

Archdiocese to Host National Catholic Education Conference 
OKLAHOMA CITY — Sister

Catherine Powers, CND, said she is
very excited that the annual meeting
of Chief Administrators of Catholic
Education (CACE) will be held
in Oklahoma City Oct. 26-29. “I’ve
been trying to get them for years
and now they are coming,” said
Sister Catherine, superintendent of
Catholic Education for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City.

The meeting marks the 100th
anniversary of the National Catholic
Educational Association (NCEA)
department that represents superin-
tendents of schools, directors of
religious education and other educa-
tional leaders serving in dioceses
throughout the country. Some 350
people are expected to attend.
Conference sessions will be held at
the Sheraton Hotel.

Archbishop Beltran will cele-
brate an opening Mass at Saint
Joseph’s Old Cathedral in downtown
Oklahoma City. Bishop Slattery of
Tulsa is expected to concelebrate,
Sister Catherine said.

A new publication, “Leaders in
Times of Trial and Eras of
Expansion” by Jack Augenstein,
Ph.D., will be released at the meet-
ing. The book traces CACE history
from 1936 to 1971 and is the second
of a series of three publications deal-
ing with the organization’s history.

The conference theme continues
the thread of a “Vocation of
Leadership” theme begun several
years ago.

Robert Wicks, psychologist and
professor in the graduate program
in the pastoral counseling program

at Loyola College of Maryland, will
deliver the keynote address on
remaining passionate in Catholic
education. Wicks is the author of
more than 40 books, including his
recent “Riding the Dragon: 10
Lessons for Inner Strength.”

Two-dozen breakout sessions
will deal with issues such as
emergency response plans, univer-
sity and diocesan partnerships,
partnering to create a vocation
culture, and generational issues and
their effect on Catholic schools.

Bishop Gregory Aymond of the
Diocese of Austin, Texas, and a
former chairman of the NCEA board
of directors, will lead the closing
general session discussing the docu-
ment “Co-Workers in the Vineyard
of the Lord,” the U.S. Catholic

bishop’s statement on lay ecclesial
ministry.

The Diocesan Superintendent’s
Academy, a two-day course covering
critical skills necessary for success
as a superintendent, will be held Oct
24-25, just prior to the annual meet-
ing, at the Catholic Pastoral Center
in Oklahoma City. The course is
recommended for new or aspiring
superintendents, or seasoned super-
intendents needing a refresher.

Established in 1904, the NCEA
is the largest private professional
education organization in the world,
representing 200,000 Catholic edu-
cators serving 7.6 million students
in Catholic elementary and second-
ary schools, in religious education
programs, in seminaries and in
colleges and universities.
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Clancy Golf Classic Provides Boost to Irish Sports Programs 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School held the 2008

Clancy’s All Sports Tee-Off Golf Classic July 25 at Silver-
horn Golf Club. Irish athletes and coaches greeted the 112
players as they arrived at the clubhouse. Players enjoyed a
four-man scramble with a shotgun start, a luncheon and
an awards ceremony. Prior to the ceremony, several draw-
ings were held for door prizes which included gift cards at
local merchants and golf paraphernalia.

Awards were handed out for first and second place.
For the second consecutive year, the team of Pete Penner,

Billy Garrett, Jason Davey, ’96, and Bryan Schones won
first place in the Championship Flight. In second place
was Terry Flinton, ’73, along with sons, Ross Flinton, ’06,
Keller Flinton, ’08, and McGuinness senior, Jackson
Flinton. Capturing first in Flight A was the group of
Richard Cudjo, Carter McBride, ’76, Mark Pruitt and
Russell Hollingsworth. Second place went to the team of
Gabe Savely, ’93, Brian Yost, ’93, Jarred Nelson and Matt
Savely, ’95.

The tournament was a great success through the
generosity of sponsors, players and volunteers. Proceeds
benefit the Irish athletic programs, which won a record
eight state championships last year.

Posing with Bishop McGuinness Principal David Morton are Championship Flight winners, Pete
Penner, Jason Davey, Billy Garrett and Bryan Schones.

Sacred Heart Teacher Takes Trip Back to Colonial Days
OKLAHOMA CITY — Twenty-

seven Oklahoma teachers walked in
the footsteps of America’s patriots
and British colonists during the
Colonial Williamsburg Teacher In-
stitute held recently in the restored
capital city of 18th-century Virginia.
Among the teachers participating
was Rebecca Johnson, who teaches
fifth grade at Sacred Heart Catholic
School in Oklahoma City.

“Attending the Colonial Williams-
burg Teacher Institute allowed me to
step though the pages of history and
walk in the footsteps of our founding
fathers,” said Johnson. She said the
experience will be invaluable in the
history classes she will teach this
fall.

“I experienced the challenges,
struggles and triumphs that our
leaders faced, not only in their daily
lives and in their relationship with
Britain, but also in the formation of
the Unites States of America,”
Johnson said. “What a powerful site,
to stand in Jamestown, the birth-
place of America, and see where it all
started and then stand in Yorktown
where Britain surrendered in the
Revolution and America became a
free and independent nation.”

The Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence selected teachers to
receive all-expense-paid trips to the
summer institute in Williamsburg,
Va., as well as $300 stipends for
classroom materials. In addition,
participants received a one-year
subscription to the Colonial
Williamsburg Electronic Field Trip
series, which combines Internet
activities and live television broad-
casts to help bring the Colonial
Williamsburg experience to the
classroom.

While at Colonial Williamsburg —
the world’s largest living history
museum — Oklahoma teachers met
character interpreters of 18th-
century people and were immersed
in early American history through
hands-on activities and re-enact-
ments of historic events. The week’s
lessons were built around the theme
“Becoming Americans.” Participants
also visited Jamestown, the site of
the first permanent English colony
in America, and spent a day at
Yorktown visiting the battlefields
where the Continental Army forced
the British to surrender.

This marks the 16th year that
the Oklahoma Foundation for Ex-

cellence has coordinated Oklahoma’s
participation in the Colonial
Williamsburg Teacher Institute. The
Oklahoma program was founded
and supported through the fundrais-
ing efforts of late Oklahoma City

businessman Edward C. Joullian III.
A trustee of the Oklahoma
Foundation for Excellence and
former board member of the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, Joullian
died in 2006. Graduates of the insti-
tute now receive lapel pins and
certificates designating them as
Edward C. Joullian Oklahoma
Scholars. Joullian’s family, along
with a group of loyal donors,
continues to support the program,
which has transformed the way
many Oklahoma educators teach
early American history.

The Oklahoma Foundation for
Excellence is a statewide nonprofit
organization dedicated to recogniz-
ing academic excellence in Okla-
homa schools. In addition to its
Colonial Williamsburg programs,
the foundation sponsors an aca-
demic awards program, provides
training and resources for new and
established public school founda-
tions, administers grants to teachers
for professional development and
coordinates a statewide school-based
mentoring initiative.

For more information, contact
the Oklahoma Foundation for Ex-
cellence at (405) 236-0006.

Rebecca Johnson pays a visit to
Thomas Jefferson.
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Rising Gas Prices Impact Catholic Parishes and Schools 

Parishes and schools of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City are facing
the same difficulties individuals and
families have been enduring when it
comes to high fuel prices. As Catholic
churches and educational institutions
seek to cope with the financial reali-
ties of the times, change is inevitable.
Sister Veronica Higgins, C.S.T.,
principal of Villa Teresa School in
Oklahoma City, has both lost and
gained students as the cost of gas has
crept upward, she said. She is not
sure yet whether higher gas prices
will force the curtailment of any of
Villa Teresa’s extracurricular activi-
ties during this next school year.

Father Tom Boyer, pastor of Saint
Mark the Evangelist Parish in
Norman, is not aware of any negative
impacts the price of gasoline has had,
thus far, on All Saints School. “I have
seen no changes at this time except
for my own driving habits,” he said.

Father now organizes his schedule
so that he only needs to drive four
days a week. “I group and plan my
errands (bank, post office, groceries,
even hospital and nursing home
visits), and I plan the route I shall
take. I avoid driving up to Oklahoma
City, and when I need to get things to
the Pastoral Office or pick up some-
thing, I know members of the parish
who work near there and ask their
help. My personal travel has been
minimal. I would not drive anywhere
for one errand. It would wait,” he said.

Sunday Mass attendance at Saint
Mark’s has not fallen off this summer
as it has in previous years, Father
said. He suspects that participation at
Mass has remained constant because
people are staying home on weekends
because of higher gas prices.

To try to save on energy costs, the
pastor at Saint Mark’s carefully
monitors, and reduces where possible,
the use of energy in his church’s
buildings. “There is not much more we
can do,” Father Boyer said.

Joana Camacho, principal of Sacred
Heart School, Sacred Heart Parish,
Oklahoma City, thinks that new
families in her parish are hesitant to
enroll their children at her parish
school and take on another expense

because of the rising costs of gasoline
and food.

She foresees the need to charge
each student a dollar or two to help
cover the cost of the gas each time
the school/church bus is
used for field
trips.

“We
h a d

not charged in the
past,” she said.

Joseph Sine, principal
of Saint Charles
Borromeo School, Saint
Charles Borromeo Parish, Oklahoma
City, said his school might have lost
some students who live further away
because of gas prices, but that is not
known for certain. Those who have
withdrawn from Saint Charles School
this summer did not give higher gas
prices as the reason for their de-
parture.

Sine thinks several changes will be
necessary during the coming school
year to counter the rising cost of gaso-
line. “We have a bus for field trips and
will ask each child to bring more
money for gas. I’m sure there will be
decisions made on where to go, or
whether or not to go, based upon the
price of gas,” he said.

“Personally, I’m riding my bike to
work on days that I don’t have to be at
a meeting this summer. I will not do
that when school starts, though. I
might have to do the unthinkable and
carpool with my wife to school,” Sine
joked.

Suzette Williams, principal of Saint
Eugene Catholic School, Saint
Eugene Parish, Oklahoma City, said
due to the rising cost of gas and
groceries, her school has had to raise
milk, breakfast and lunch prices, just
to break even.

Williams  said  she  would  have  to 

wait and see what effect gas prices
had on volunteerism and field trips at
her school this year.

“At Saint Eugene’s, we are very
aware of the sacrifices each family
makes in order to attend our parish
school,” she said. “Our School
Advisory Committee works faithfully
with our Friends of Saint Eugene
Committee to raise funds to help
those who financially would not be
able to attend our life-giving school.
These funds will need to increase this
year to be able to help those who have
suffered the most with the high prices
of everyday commodities.”

The major impact that Angie
Howard, principal of Saint Elizabeth
Seton Catholic School, Saint John the
Baptist Parish in Edmond, has seen
at Saint Elizabeth’s is an increase in
the cost of school supplies and ship-
ping costs due to higher gas prices.

Cost is always a consideration
at Yukon’s Saint John Nepomuk
Catholic School when making deci-
sions about activities, purchases, etc.,
said Principal Diane Floyd. “We have
had to be thoughtful when consider-
ing increases in our tuition and lunch
programs because, while rising costs
have been passed on to our school, we

know that parents have felt the pinch
in their homes, as well.”

To help out, this year, Saint John
Nepomuk School will offer tuition
assistance to several families now in
need, who, in previous years, did not
require such help, she said.

So far, Saint John Nepomuk has
not seen a noticeable impact on its
school sports, volunteers, field trips or
travel, in general, because of the high
cost of gasoline, but Floyd says her
school needs to prepare for several
possible difficulties when school
opens.

First, she sees transportation
to and from Saint John’s sports
programs as a major concern.

“Here at our elementary school,
transportation is provided by parents
because we do not have a school bus.
Rising gas prices may make it more
difficult for parents to transport
children for anything ‘extra’ outside
the typical ‘drop off ’ and ‘pick up’
times from school.

“We need to be prepared for a loss
of participation in our athletic
programs. To participate in CGSAA-
sponsored sports, we typically must
play at venues in the Oklahoma City
area. For instance, soccer is played on
both Saturday and Sunday. This
means two extra trips for a family
into Oklahoma City over one week-
end, maybe more, if there is more
than one child playing in a family,”
Floyd said.

Floyd hopes that parents will
continue to support her school’s sports
programs in spite of the gas crisis, but
she also hopes that CGSAA might
consider scheduling two games on the
same day in order to limit the number
of days team members must travel to
play sports.

Floyd also sees the recruitment of
quality teachers as problematic as gas
prices skyrocket. “If candidates do not
reside in the Yukon area, they must
strongly consider the commute that
they may have should they accept a
teaching position with us. Connecting
families and teachers who may be
able to carpool together is one way
that we can help,” she said.

Note: Questions concerning the
impact of rising fuel costs were
sent to all Catholic schools in the
archdiocese.

By Eileen Dugan
For the Sooner Catholic
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College Students Provide Helping Hands to St. Vincent de Paul 

College volunteers didn’t mind a bit lending a
hand at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Shop in
Oklahoma City, even on a morning when a fiery
August sun shot temperatures easily past the
100-degree mark.

The group from the University of Central
Oklahoma in Edmond were there for one reason
— the work is needed and is part of Christ’s on-
going mission here on earth.

“There are really a lot of people who need
these things,” said Andrew Browne, executive
director of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

On this morning the UCO senior was working
with another half dozen or so volunteers in the
alley behind the shop. They were busy going
through clothing — and separating them in
various piles for men, women and children.

“I’ve seen how people use what we have here,”
he said.

He recalled going to one home where there
was absolutely no furniture inside. In his year as
director, he’s seen many people struggle to pay
utilities, rent and even the basics, such as food.

Back at the shop, going through the various
donations is not an easy task.

“Well, a lot of times some of what is donated
here isn’t able to be used by others,” he said, while
hammering apart an old television, which had obvi-
ously broadcast its last program a long time ago.

On this visit, Browne was there with some
from the UCO Catholic Student Center as well as
others.

One of them was Drew Stephenson.
“Andrew asked if I could come and it wasn’t a

problem,” the senior student said while going
through clothes. “I’ll probably be back again some-
time.”

Future trips are definitely on the agenda for
some UCO students.

“I’ve already talked to other church youth
groups on campus and think they’ll be helping as
well,” Browne said.

Also helping from the Catholic Student Center
were Danny O’Neill and Nicole Naugle.

The shop, in business since November 2003,
always needs and deeply values the help,
manager Kathy Vance said.

“You know, though, we are very grateful for
everything we receive and we get so much here —
from volunteers, to items to prayers,” she said.

“It’s all wonderful and so very much appre-
ciated. We are a Catholic presence here and I
think that’s great.”

During this session, the UCO students worked
for hours making a difference with their manual
labor.

In addition to the clothing, the group sorted
through toys, priced items and cleaned merchan-
dise. There was lots for them to do.

At first glance some may not see the im-
portance of the thrift shop, where many shop for
low-cost household items. For others, it’s simply
the difference between life and death.

“We always get people who need coats,” Kathy
said. “There are so many, especially in this part of
town, who rely on us.”

She was very impressed with the work done by
the UCO students.

“They were just wonderful and did a great job,”
she said later. “I found out three of them had
prayed a rosary earlier in the day at an abortion
clinic.”

The mission continues.
“We would like to perhaps have a building

donated to us some day for storage,” Kathy said.
“Yet we get so much now and are so appreciative
of everything.”

The thrift store is open Monday through
Friday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Donations are accepted
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Whatever you can donate to the thrift shops,
call Kathy at (405) 602-0011, or visit the store
some day and see how people put their faith in
action.

By Steve Gust
For the Sooner Catholic

Don Pritchett, vice president of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, stands before a small mountain of
donated material. Volunteers earlier this month
sorted through the items.

Villa Teresa Catholic School is
hosting open house as part of our
75th anniversary celebration. Come
and see what makes us different! In
the midst of the Dust Bowl Days, the
Carmelite Sisters of St. Therese saw
a need to serve working parents and
began the first kindergarten in
Oklahoma City that provided before
and after care and actually cared for
children as boarders whose parents
could only find jobs out of state from
the ’30s to mid-’60s.

The school continues with provid-
ing service from 6:30 a.m. to 5:45
p.m. throughout the entire year, even

during spring and Christmas breaks.
In addition to child care, Villa Teresa
offers a well-rounded educational
program with Smart Board tech-
nology in all classes, kindergarten
through fourth grade. Art, Spanish
and P. E. with after-school specialties
in dance, guitar and piano lessons
are also available.

The sport’s program begins with
the 4-year-olds with soccer and T-
ball and continues with the older
students with basketball and base-
ball. Swimming instruction is offered
during the summer months. Girl and
Boy Scouts are service clubs that

also enhanced the after-school hours.
Villa Teresa School has always

been a service-oriented school taking
time to make cards for the sick and
dying. Children are encouraged
through various projects to help
those in need — children who are
sick and the homeless.

We welcome you to come and visit
Aug. 16 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., Villa
Teresa School at 1216 Classen Drive.
We especially welcome former
students and families to see how we
are growing! For more information,
call 232-4286 or look on our Web site,
villateresaschool.com.

Villa Teresa School Sets Date for Open House  

Classical guitarist Edgar
Cruz will perform Aug. 17 in a
benefit for Mobile Meals of
Oklahoma County. The concert
will be at 3 p.m. at the
Church of the Servant United
Methodist, 14343 N. Mac-
Arthur. Several Mobile Meals
receive support from several
Oklahoma   City   Catholic
churches.

Cruz in Concert 
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continued from Page 1
Christ. By dedicating their lives to
this end, they have been able to find
peace and purpose in their vocation.
Archbishop Eusebius Beltran echoed
these same ideas while celebrating
Mass. Following Mass, the young
men were able to spend time with
Archbishop Beltran and were also
able to share with him their enthusi-
asm for following Christ in whatever
vocation God has called them to
follow.

The retreatants were also able to
listen to fascinating talks given by
Fathers Ray Ackerman, William
Novak, James Goin, Kirk Larkin and
Shane Tharp. They each shared their
own vocation stories and explained
how they heard God’s call and
answered it. Likewise, many of
the seminarians shared their own
journey of what led them to believe
that they may have a calling to the
priesthood. They also explained how
they were taking an active role in

discerning God’s will in their lives by
attending a seminary. Of course, a
retreat at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Camp would not have been
complete without playing football
and water volleyball as well as stay-
ing up late and talking with semi-
narians about life in the seminary
and pondering how God was calling
them to live their lives.

Just as the Risen Christ walked
with the two disciples toward
Emmaus, it is apparent that Christ

still walks with each of us through-
out our lives. The Emmaus Days
Retreat allowed the young men to
ask the questions that have been on
their minds and surfacing in their
hearts. It is our hope that the Holy
Spirit will enlighten their minds and
inflame their hearts to continue
reaching for Christ and, in turn,
finding the vocation that God has
willed for them since before their
births.

Is God calling you?  

Father Jim Goin talks about his vocation experience.

Emmaus Days

Archbishop Beltran gives the homily at Mass.

Jonathan Gardocki, David Whitmarsh, Ryan Bertels and
Christian Cooper enjoy one of the talks.

Father Kirk Larkin,
once an Emmaus Days
participant, talks
about his road to the
priesthood. Photos by
Brian Buettner
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Saint Teresa Breaks Ground for New Youth, Parish Center 

HARRAH — Parishioners at Saint Teresa of Avila gathered around Father Alan J. Loth following
Mass on Aug. 10 to help break ground for a building project that has been in the planning for more
than five years. Joe Tytanic, chairman of the Parish Council, said the building project, estimated at
$1.3 million, will enlarge the parish hall and create a new youth center, as well as a new welcoming
center. The groundbreaking ceremony was perfect timing for Father Loth, who celebrates his 40th
anniversary of ordination on Aug. 17.

Our Lady Statue
Visits Oklahoma

Wearing a hard hat, Father Loth poked the shovel
into the earth, signaling the project is officially
under way as Saint Teresa parishioners applauded.

Catholics from throughout the Archdiocese are turning out to see the Our Lady of Fatima statue
that is being presented at parishes during August. The statue of Our Lady was brought to
Oklahoma by the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue Foundation Inc. Here, the statue is dis-
played at Sacred Heart in El Reno where more than 200 attended a prayer service and rosary
prior to the vigil Mass. Catholics placed prayer petitions in a box at the foot of the statue asking
the Blessed Virgin to pray for their cause. The statue is scheduled to be in Oklahoma until Aug. 22.
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Sister Annette Roach Celebrates
60th Anniversary of Final Vows

The Dominican Sisters of Hope
announce the following anniver-
saries of Sisters who have served,
or are currently serving, in the
Diocese of Oklahoma City.

Sister Annette Roach, OP,
(Sister Mary Daniel), a native of
Fall River, Mass., and currently
residing in Cotuit, Mass., cele-
brates 60 years in religious life.
Since 1996 she has been director
of Faith Formation at the Parish
of Christ the King in Mashpee
Mass. Sister’s teaching ministries
included Dominican Academy in
Fall River, Mass. (1948-50, 1951-
56 and 1968-70), St. Peter’s School
in Plattsburgh, N.Y. (1950-51
and 1956-61). She was assistant
principal and teacher at St.
Bernadette School in New Haven,

Conn. (1961-66) and principal of
St. Francis Xavier Elementary
School in Acushnet, Mass. (1967-
68 and 1973-79). Sister Annette
was assistant director of the
Model Cities Program in New
Bedford, Mass., where she trained
teacher aides to serve in seven
public schools (1970-73). In the
early ’80s, Sister volunteered
for the Dominican Sisters United
for Ministry project, the purpose
of which was to empower
the Cheyenne-Arapaho people of
northwest Oklahoma to reach
their full potential. She then
joined the faculty at St. Michaels
Indian School for the Navahos in
St. Michaels, Ariz., where she was
a reading specialist (1981-87).
Sister was director of religious

education at
St. Gregory
the Great
Parish in War-
wick, R.I.
( 1 9 8 8 - 9 2 ) .
From 1992-
1995, Sister Annette was Prioress
of the Dominican Sisters of Fall
River, Mass.

The Congregation of Dominican
Sisters of Hope was founded in
1995. The Sisters’ commitment to
proclaiming hope spans a variety
of ministries in several dioceses
throughout the United States and
Puerto Rico. Their ministries
include education at all levels,
health care, spiritual renewal,
parish and pastoral work. Their
Web address is www.ophope.org.

Saint James Celebrates Feast Day, Principal and Playground

OKLAHOMA CITY  —  Brenda
Arambula looked out on the more
than 300 parishioners eagerly
awaiting one of her “famous”
Indian tacos — and wondered if
there would be enough for every-
body. “I saw the line extending
around the parameter and out the
door,” she said, “and I wondered if
we would have enough to feed
everyone.” But sure enough, they
did. By the end of the festivities,
everybody had been fed, some had
seconds, and there was still food
left over.

The celebration on July 27
marked an important time for the
parish of St. James, which in-
cluded the introduction of the
school’s new principal, Debbie
Taber, the commemoration of the
Feast Day of St. James The
Greater, and the unveiling of the
school’s new preschool playground
equipment. The day included the
Indian taco dinner and ice cream,
water slides and an obstacle
course for the kids.

As children swirled around her,

vying for their turn at the water
slide, Principal Taber commented
on the people in her midst. “I’m
amazed at the community turn-
out,” she said. “This shows that
the community of St. James is
supportive, helpful and kind.”

Taber comes to St. James from
Rosary, where she was a teacher.
Her main goal, she told those
in attendance at Mass, would be
to promote gospel values, a
Christian attitude in kids and
parents, and to create an open en-
vironment where “service, justice
and faith” are the most important
values.

Nearby, Estella Kuzmic, a
member of the St. James family
since 1979, watched her grand-
daughter, Samantha, 5, play on
the water slide.

“This is what we need,” she said.
“We need to get together, to social-
ize, to find out about each other so
we can help each other.”

Kuzmic’s grandchildren mark
the second generation of Kuzmics
who have chosen to send their
children to St. James The Greater
School. Her daughter, Elaine,

graduated from St. James in 1996
and now her children attend the
school.

The new playground, designed
specifically for children ages 2-7
(preschool through first grade),
was opened for play. Arambula,
the school’s development director,
said the money from the school
auction funded the playground.
The eight pieces of playground
equipment were selected because
each one requires the children to
use their upper or lower body
strength to spin, ride, bounce, etc.
Therefore, they are getting
exercise while having fun. A
bouncy yellow school bus, spin-
ning tubs, a tricycle built for five,
a choo-choo train and other pieces
make the playground different
than the usual traditional play-
ground pieces most schools have.

“The preschool program has
grown tremendously over the past
couple of years,” Arambula said.
“In addition to the excellent
academic learning program, this
new playground designed just for
the little ones will be very enticing
to parents looking for a preschool
for their children.”

By Eliana Tedrow 
For the Sooner Catholic

Children at St. James enjoy a water slide.

Sister Annette Roach

Catholic Charities Holy Family
Maternity Home will host the traveling
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima on Aug. 19 from 4
to 5:30 p.m., said Mary Jane Webster,
director of Holy Family Maternity Home.

“We invite the public to share this
wonderful opportunity to see the world-
famous statue and tour our facility
during open house,” Webster said. A
short prayer service will be held by
Father Lowell Stieferman. The celebra-
tion  coincides with the ninth anniver-
sary of the home’s dedication.
Refreshments will be served.

The Holy Family Maternity Home is
located at 6821 Eddie Drive in Midwest
City. For additional information about
the Holy Family Maternity Home or the
open house, contact the staff at (405)
741-7419.

Holy Family Home
Hosts Fatima Statue
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Letters
To the People of the Archdiocese of OKC:

On behalf of men and women religious through-
out the United States, I extend heartfelt thanks
to all who contributed to the annual appeal for
the Retirement Fund for Religious in 2007. Your
generous donations totaled $117,657.10. We know
this represents great sacrifice on the part of many in
these difficult economic times, and we are deeply
grateful.

Your generosity helps to provide care for more
than 37,500 religious in the United States who are
past age 70, including more than 5,000 who need
skilled nursing care. These women and men pray
daily for your intentions, asking God to bless you
abundantly.

The funds from the 2007 appeal were distributed
to religious institutes at the end of June, and I am
confident that they will be received with profound
gratitude for every donor. Our annual report details
the distribution of funds, and it will be available on
our Web site on Sept. 1.

We invite you to visit www.retiredreligious.org.
Sister Janice Bader, CPPS 

Executive Director National Religious
Retirement Office 

Dear Archbishop Beltran,
God give you peace! 
I am in receipt of your check No.138021 in the

amount of $60,779.70, representing the gifts of the
people of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City to the
Jerusalem Mother Church for the 2008 Good Friday
collection. This gift will not only assist in the
preservation of the Holy Places but will also help the
people to whom the Franciscan Friars of the Holy
Land Custody minister.

In the name of the Friars and those to whom they
minister, I express our deepest gratitude to you,
Archbishop, and to our Sisters and Brothers in the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, who continue to give
most generously to help those who are in need! May
God bless and reward all of you.

The Good Friday Collection is a Pontifical
Collection and is absolutely vital. This collection
helps support the Holy Land Shrines and also the
educational, pastoral and charitable programs for
the people there. The Custody cares for the poorest
social classes. I’m sure you are well aware that it is
not easy to be a Christian today in the Holy Land.

With deep appreciation, much gratitude and a
promise of prayer for you and the People of God in
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, I am yours,

Brother Joe Rogenski, OFM
Commissary of the Holy Land 

St. Louis Region 

Catholic in any Language
Our Catholic faith has a strong teaching of justice.

We hear the word justice many times in the Word of
God. Justice is an action, a way of life. Justice does

not have land boundaries or finical boundaries. In
fact, our Catholic faith is also a faith that does not
have boundaries. We are one in the breaking of
bread. Christ comes to us globally in the Sacrament.

When we wake daily, we are both grateful to be
American Catholics. Immigrants brought our faith
and traditions to America. If we want to break it
down piece by piece, the Spaniards were here before
us. Unless you are an American Indian, then you are
the offspring of an immigrant. Mary and Joseph
were immigrants in Egypt. Does there need to be
reform with immigration laws? We all know some-
thing needs to be done. The laws must be made to
be just and humane for our brothers and sisters.

Being called to the feast calls us to live in soli-
darity with all people on Earth. American Catholics
are called to a greater responsibility worldwide. We
cannot put land boundaries on our faith. We are
the body of Christ and that makes us one with
immigrants. They are called to the feast also. In fact,
the only commandment Christ himself gives is to
“Love thy Neighbor.” Who are we to love? Illegal
immigrants are our neighbors as is the unwed
mother, the AIDS patient and even the woman
caught in adultery. Jesus tells the people that he
who is without sin is the first to throw the stone.The
stones are being thrown today. The unjust laws
being passed are the stones. They are immoral laws.

Under the Fourth Commandment, “Honor thy
Father and Mother,” the catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches us CCC 2239, “We are called to
contribute along with civil authorities to the good of
society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity and
freedom.” To not live in solidarity with immigrants
is an injustice. Many of them are our Catholic
family. CCC 2235, “Political authorities are obli-
gated to respect the fundamental rights of the
human person. No one can command or establish
what is contrary to the dignity of persons and
natural law.” When a 15-year-old mom can’t go to
the hospital to have her baby because she is afraid,
then the laws commit sin. We are the laws, we are a
democracy, and we make the laws. We are sinning
against the Holy Spirit with our laws. We finally
have a chance to make history different. We need to
be open to the spirit of truth instead of the spirit of
fear.

To live only as American Catholics is dangerous.
The Catholic Church is universal by definition. Our
teachings come from Christ himself. We must never
forget why we help people. We help them not
because they are Catholic but because we are
Catholic. We are to go and spread the Gospel to all
nations and people.

We invite all to read “A Third World View of
Christianity.” Today we can make changes that will
make history in Oklahoma. We pray change will
come from the spirit of God that is just. Amen 

Shannon Scott and Julie Krodel,
St. Charles Borromeo, OKC

Across Oklahoma
International Food Festival 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Corpus Christi
Catholic Church, 1005 N.E. 15th St., is
sponsoring a second annual International
Food Festival on Sept. 13. The event runs
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $10 for children 6-12. There
will be silent and live auctions featuring a
seven-night vacation for eight, complimen-
tary nights and dining at several local
hotels, and many great prizes as well
as food tasting from over eight different
countries. For further information, contact
Cynthia Hollier at 229-7801 or 478-2619.

Luncheon Set at CPC
OKLAHOMA CITY — The Oklahoma

City Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women  is hosting  a luncheon on  Tuesday,
Aug. 26 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, in
honor of the presidents and representa-
tives of the 33 affiliations from the North,
Central and South Regions. This is a
luncheon to thank those women who have
volunteered to carry on the works of our
Oklahoma City Archdiocesan Council of
Catholic Women.

Registration will be at 11 a.m. with
Mass celebrated at 11:30 a.m. The
luncheon will follow in the dining room of
the Pastoral Center. The new presidents
include Shirley Stricklan and Desdive
Milacek, North Region, Patti Keeley,
Central Region, and Barbara Wann, South
Region. Our province director is Karen
Painter and our spiritual moderator is Rev.
Robert T. Wood.

Birth Choice Seeks Women
OKLAHOMA CITY — Calling all young

women. Are you concerned about moral
issues of the day? If so, here is your golden
opportunity to share your insights and
inspirations! It is our honor and privilege
to invite you to the Young Women’s
Initiative, Thursday evening, Sept. 18 from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 4701 S. Western,
Oklahoma City. Wine and cheese will be
served. This event will be hosted by Birth
Choice, Barbara Chishko, Ruth Blakley,
Jan O’Neill and Carrie Rossow. Reserve
your place now by calling O’Neill, 606-
8426, or e-mail joneill@birthchoice.org.

The mission of Birth Choice, a nonprofit
organization in existence since 1973, is to
provide pregnant women with the means
and opportunity to choose life.
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Choices: The Pearl of Great Price and Its Cost 
A woman I know tells this story: She married

a man she loved but, early on in the marriage, was
too immature to responsibly carry her part of the
relationship. One night she went to a party with
her husband, drank too much, and left the party
with another man. Eventually she sobered up and
repentantly found her way home, fully expecting
the marital skies to be ripped asunder with anger.
But her husband, though hurt and shaken, was
calm, philosophical, direct.

When she walked sheepishly into the room, he
demanded neither an explanation nor an apology.
Ultimately, what is there to say? He simply said to
her: “I’m going away for a few days so that you can
be alone because you need to decide who you are:
Are you a married woman or are you something
else?” He took a three-day sabbatical from her, she
cried, sorted out the question he had put to her,
and now, years beyond this painful incident, she is
inside a solid marriage and infinitely more aware
that the pearl of great price comes precisely at a
price.

Every choice is a renunciation. Thomas
Aquinas said that and it helps explain why we
struggle so painfully to make clear choices. We
want the right things, but we want other things
too.

Every choice is a series of renunciations: If I
marry one person, I cannot marry anyone else; if I
live in one place, I cannot live anywhere else; if I
choose a certain career, that excludes many other
careers; if I have this, then I cannot have that. The
list could go on indefinitely. To choose one thing is
to renounce others. That’s the nature of choice.

In most areas of our lives we do not feel this so

painfully. We choose and there
isn’t a lot of sting to the loss. But
the area of love is more sensitive.
Here we feel the sting of loss
more strongly and here we often
find it hard to accept the real
limits of life. What are those
limits? They are the limits that
come with being an infinite spirit
in a finite world.

We are fired into this world
with a madness that comes from the gods and has
us believe that we are destined to embrace the
cosmos itself. We don’t want something, we want
everything. That’s a simple way, though a good
one, of saying something that Christianity has
always said, namely, that in body and soul we are
meant to embrace everyone and we already
hunger for that. Perhaps we experience it most
clearly in our sexuality, but the hunger is every-
where present in us. Our yearning is wide, our
longing is infinite, our urge to embrace is promis-
cuous. We are infinite in yearning, but, in this life,
only get to meet the finite.

That’s what makes love difficult. We are over-
charged for our own lives. We have divine fire
inside us, want everything, yearn for the whole
world, and yet, at a point, have to commit to one
particular person, at one particular place, and in
one very particular life, with all the limits that
imposes. Infinite desire limited by a finite choice,
such is the nature of real life and love.

Life and love, beyond the abstract and beyond
the grandiosity of our own daydreams, involve
hard, painful renunciation. But it is precisely that

very renunciation that helps us grow up and
makes our lives real in a way that our daydreams
don’t.

In trying to explain some of the deeper secrets
of life, Jesus gives us this parable: The Kingdom of
God is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
when he finds a single one of great value, he goes
and sells all that he owns and buys that pearl.
That, the pearl of great price, the value of love and
its cost, is in essence the challenge that young
husband put to his wife when he told her to sort
out the question: “Are you a married woman or are
you something else?” For what are you willing to
renounce other things?

What is our own pearl of great price? Are we
willing to give up everything in exchange for it?
Are we willing to live with its limits? Until we are
clear on these questions, there is forever the
danger that, like the wife who left the party with-
out her husband, we will act out in dangerous and
hurtful ways.

Thoreau once said: “The youth gets together
materials to build a bridge to the moon or perhaps
a palace or a temple ... at length the middle-aged
man concludes to build a woodshed with them.”

So too in love and life: The child sets out to
make love to the whole world and the adult even-
tually concludes to marry a single person, in
essence, to build a woodshed. But it’s only in that
woodshed where life and love are real in this world.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian,
teacher and award-winning author, is president of
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio.
He can be contacted through his Web site
www.ronrolheiser.com.

By Father
Ron Rolheiser

This past July 25 marked the 40th anniversary
of Pope Paul VI’s controversial and still little-
heeded encyclical, Humanae Vitae (On the
Regulation of Birth). Many both within and with-
out the Church — heady from the many changes
initiated by the Second Vatican Council — fully
expected that the Church would change her clear
and constant teachings on human sexuality and
procreation. Proponents of change then argued
that the development of the contraceptive pill
made such change in teaching not only possible but
imperative.

However, Pope Paul VI (advised closely by the
then Cardinal Wojtyla) realized that while much in
the Church was rightly changeable (for example,
liturgical rites and languages had changed often in
the Church’s 2,000-year history) no one — even the
pope — could change the received teachings of the
Church in matters of faith and morals.

In Humanae Vitae, giving an ecclesiastical
example of a profile in courage, Paul VI reaf-
firmed the immorality of recourse to artificial
means of birth regulation. While Pope Paul VI
and the Catholic Church practically stood alone
in reaffirmation that the procreative and unitive
ends of the conjugal act could not morally
be arbitrarily separated, it is important to
remember that up until the early 20th century
this was also the constant teaching of all other
Christian ecclesial bodies — Orthodox, Anglican
and Protestant.

Of course, the Church is not against sexual
pleasure as some of her opponents allege; but,
more importantly, we are for the happiness of the
human person. The fostering of that happiness
requires understanding the gift of our sexuality
as God has intended it. Sex, in God’s plan, is
more than just a “recreational activity.” As
Catholic feminist and philosopher Janet Smith

says: “…sex is for babies and bonding. If people
are not ready for babies and bonding, they ought
not to be engaging in acts of sexual intercourse.”
And what are nuptials but the public expression
of a couple’s readiness to do just that?

A careful rereading of Humanae Vitae —
especially in the light of the “sexual revolution”
unleashed in society over the past 40 years — can
help us appreciate how prescient the pope was in
his warnings of the dire consequences that a “con-
traceptive mentality” would have on society. The
numbers of unwanted pregnancies and abortions
did not decrease with the widespread acceptance
of contraception — they increased. And the “pill,”
far from freeing women from male domination,
made them more likely to be victims of sexual
exploitation by men. The breakup of families and
the epidemic of divorce in our culture, the increas-
ingly high incidence of women bearing children

continued on Page 15

Humanae Vitae: True 40 Years Ago and True Today 
By Bishop Thomas G. Wenski 
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Sex and Our Little Pills: Viagra and Birth Control 
A prominent politician was recently pressed

by reporters to comment on the “unfair situa-
tion” of health insurers reimbursing for Viagra
but not for birth control. The politician declined
to reply, and the ensuing firestorm led to accu-
sations of gender bias (and even misogyny) on
his part. Other commentators took the argument
and ran with it: Why should men be able to get
drugs so they can have sex, but women cannot be
given the same access to needed drugs so they
can have sex safely and without the risk of
becoming pregnant? Do men somehow have
more of a right to sex than women, as implied by
the unequal coverage of these drugs?

Behind these questions are some misguided
views about sex, pregnancy and morality, as well
as some basic confusion over the respective
actions of these two drugs. Viagra and birth
control should not be used to make a strained
analogy between men and women — these
powerful drugs serve two different purposes, and
each one has its own unique ethical considera-
tions. Viagra, at a minimum, treats an actual
dysfunction, while birth control does not. In fact,
one might say that Viagra fixes a broken system,
while birth control breaks a perfectly working
system.

Whenever the pill is used as birth control
(its major use in America today), rather than as
a treatment for irregular cycles or bleeding,
it tosses a wrench into a healthy, properly
functioning biological system, and enables a
married couple to act against their own natural
fruitfulness. A grave moral violation occurs
whenever we turn marital sexuality into a radi-
cally lifeless transaction through the use of
contraception. In our society, pregnancy and
fertility are too often seen as if they were some
kind of health anomaly. Fertility, clearly, is not a
disease at all, and does not need to be treated as
if it were a pathological state. Pregnancy is the
normal, healthy physiological process by which
human beings enter the world, and every
person’s life-journey includes a good stretch in

the womb. In our society, how-
ever, the over-brimming desire
for sex, and especially for sex
separated from its conse-
quences, has pushed millions to
act against the proper order of
their own marriages by advert-
ing to birth control.

Meanwhile, in the case of
erectile dysfunction, a normal
biological process may have
become impaired due to age or injury, and
through the use of Viagra, this impairment can
sometimes be remedied. Viagra does not aim to
disrupt normal function, but rather to restore it.
Within marriage, the medical use of Viagra for
such restorative functions does not generally
raise moral problems.

Some might still argue that it is natural and
normal for a male to lose erectile function by a
certain age. Should we assume that a male is
entitled to keep having sex beyond the age of
erectile impotence, when we wouldn’t try to force
a woman to remain fertile beyond the age of
menopause? If a man is too old to continue doing
what “nature” used to allow him to do, the argu-
ment goes, then it would seem to be improper for
him to utilize Viagra, and he should simply
accept his limitations with grace. But this paral-
lelism between men and women is not a com-
pelling one, as women have a rather strict and
well-defined natural age limit on their fertility,
while men do not, with many remaining quite
capable of fathering children even when they are
elderly, often without any assistance from drugs
like Viagra. The use of these drugs, then, even by
older married men, should not be construed as
“against nature.”

Viagra has other uses, though, which do
raise significant moral concerns. Studies have
shown evidence of Viagra use among men who
have sex with men, sometimes for the purpose
of overcoming the erection-inhibiting effects
of alcohol or street drugs such as ecstasy and

crystal methamphetamine. Even in the absence
of erectile dysfunction, Viagra is coming to be
seen by some as a lifestyle, recreational, or even
a “party” drug. Serious moral objections exist,
of course, to virtually any use of this drug for
erectile purposes outside of marriage.

Coming full circle, then, we can ask whether
insurance reimbursement for Viagra, but not
birth control, makes sense. It is worth mention-
ing that, in fact, most insurance companies do
not yet cover Viagra for erectile dysfunction,
notwithstanding the opening question directed
to the politician. The use of Viagra does seem to
involve a lifestyle choice more than a health
issue per se, so perhaps health insurance should
not be expected to cover it. Although Viagra fixes
a broken system, it is not, strictly speaking, an
essential system for physical health or personal
survival.

The question about birth control coverage is
even more clear. Considering that birth control
pertains to a lifestyle choice and disrupts a
healthy bodily system (and even carries signifi-
cant health risks like blood clots, strokes and
heart disease), health insurance coverage ought
not reasonably be expected. It is also worth
mentioning that male birth control (the condom)
— which is really the more obvious analog to
female birth control — is also not typically
covered by health insurance. However, it is clear
that various medical uses for birth control pills
(to address gynecological problems like irregular
cycles or bleeding) and certain medical uses for
Viagra (like treating pulmonary hypertension)
would constitute legitimate health treatments
where insurance coverage could reasonably be
expected. Each little pill, in sum, is unique in its
properties and uses, with significant ethical dis-
tinctions between them as well.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and serves as
the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
www.ncbcenter.org

By Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

continued from Page 14
out of wedlock, the flight from adult responsibil-
ity and the extended “adolescence” of men, all
point to — in hindsight — the rightness of Paul
VI’s and the Church’s teaching on human sexu-
ality.

The Church condemns artificial contracep-
tion not just because of its bad consequences.
She condemns artificial contraception because it
is intrinsically evil (and because it is evil it has
bad consequences). Contraception is evil because

it violates the very purpose and nature of
the sexual act — and in doing so violates the
dignity of the human person.

Pope John Paul II reaffirmed Humane Vitae
throughout his pontificate. His “Theology of the
Body” has sought to represent the perennial
teachings of Church on human sexuality in an
idiom more accessible to our contemporaries.
The sexual act, he teaches, implies self-giving, a
self-giving denied in the very act of contracep-
tion. One’s “body language” should mean as

much as one’s words do. Happiness and human
flourishing cannot be built on insincere
language  or  lies. Contraception  — like  pre-
marital or extra-marital sex — is a lie because it
denies the unconditional “yes” of one to another
implied in the very act of love-making.

Bishop Thomas Wenski, bishop of the
Diocese of Orlando, is chairman of the USCCB
Committee on International Justice and Peace.

Reprinted with permission from The
Florida Catholic.

Humanae Vitae
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Jobs Box    
Openings for Help with Adults with
Developmental Disabilities

The Center of Family Love in Okarche has
immediate openings for the following: LPNs — full-
time shifts available (3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and weekend
doubles). Individual Program Coordinator — must
have good communication skills interacting with
our clients, their families and the community.
Qualified Mental Retardation Professional —
Bachelor’s degree, master’s preferred. Prior experi-
ence working with developmentally disabled.
Laundry aides, housekeeping and dietary aides —
full-time hours with possible rotating weekends.
To apply, call 263-4658, fax 263-4563, e-mail
alemke@cflinc.org or in person at 635 W. Texas,
Okarche, Okla. 73762. EOE 

Parish Openings
St. Andrew’s in Moore needs Music Director

and Adult Formation Director. The music
director position requires keyboard skills in piano
and organ, knowledge of Catholic choral repertoire
and related church documents.

With appropriate credentials, the compensation
and benefits would be generous, commensurate with
experience and training. The music director has
responsibility for providing leadership for our
choirs, ensemble and bell ringers as well as accom-
paniment at our three weekend Masses, Holy Days
and special occasions. Parishioners sing robustly
and know a broad repertoire of hymn tunes and
songs from Gather Comprehensive (second edition)
and Spirit and Song. We are seeking a faithful
Catholic who is open to becoming an active member
of our parish family. This part-time position is avail-
able immediately. Please apply by sending a resume
to fjacks@cox.net or to the pastor at 800 N.W. 5th
St., Moore, Okla. 73160.

The Director of Adult Formation is responsible
for providing leadership for our ongoing Christian
formation programs for grownups and for coordinat-
ing our RCIA program. We have been offering three
six-week semesters each year for the past several
years that have been well attended and which
employ a variety of short course offerings. This part-
time position is available immediately.

For an applicant who possesses qualifications for
both positions, this would be a full-time position.
Please apply by sending a resume to fjacks@cox.net
or to the pastor at 800 N.W. 5th St., Moore 73160.

Temporary Full-Time Activity Director
Saint Ann Retirement Center will have an

opening Sept. 1, 2008, for a full-time activity
director. This position is a temporary position for
four months. The position is responsible for schedul-
ing and providing activities for all residents on a
daily basis, and having scheduled activities periodi-
cally in the evening hours and on weekends. Insures
that transportation is arranged for all residents for
outings, scheduled activities and physician appoint-
ments as necessary. A valid driver’s license is

required. Applicants can fax letter of interest to Sid
Espinosa, Executive Director, at (405) 721-0747.
Saint Ann Retirement Center is located at 7501 W.
Britton Road in Oklahoma City.

Extended Care Program Provider
Holy Trinity Catholic School is seeking an

adult who is 18 years or older who can work as our
extended care program provider for the 2008-2009
school year. We will provide Safe Environment
training. Experience with children is preferred.
Hours of service are 3 to 5:30 p.m. each school day.
Please contact the school office at 263-4422 to apply.

Math and Science Teacher
St. Mary’s School in Ponca City is accepting

applications for a three-fourths-time time math and
science teacher for the 2008-09 school year.
Oklahoma state certificate in middle school science
and math, including Algebra I required. Compe-
titive salary. Benefits available. Send resume, copy
of certificate and references to: Principal, 415 S. 7th,
Ponca City, Okla. 74601.

Full-Time Director
Villa Teresa Moore School in south OKC has

an immediate opening for the position of director.
VTM accepts children ages 3 through kindergarten.
Candidate for director must be a practicing Catholic
and meet the requirements for the Oklahoma
Director’s Credential. Send resumes to Villa Teresa
Moore, 13501 S. Western, OKC 73170, or contact
Sister Patricia Miller at 691-7737 for an interview.

Part-time Cafeteria Help
Bishop McGuinness High School cafeteria

has three part-time positions open for next school
year. The hours are 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday
through Friday. The duties include some cooking,
food prep, cashier and general cleaning. Bishop
McGuinness is located at 801 N.W. 50th. Interested
parties may e-mail claybaughx237@mcguinness.-
k12.ok.us or leave a voice message at 842-6656 Ext.
257 or bring a resume to the school, attention to
cafeteria manager.

Dean of Enrollment Management
St. Gregory’s University in Shawnee invites

applicants for the position of Dean of Enrollment
Management. Position responsible for the develop-
ment, implementation, maintenance, analysis and
general supervision of all programs related to the
recruiting and retaining of undergraduate students.
Involves developing and implementing the univer-
sity’s strategic enrollment and marketing plan and
recruiting goals for the College of Arts and Sciences.
This position manages the budget for the office and
supervises the admissions counselors and office
support staff. In addition, this position will coordi-
nate and support the contracted recruitment
companies. Applicants must possess an understand-
ing of and willingness to support the St. Gregory’s

University Catholic and Benedictine mission.
Master’s degree is required. Experience as an ad-
missions counselor and a minimum of two years
experience in the director’s or assistant position is
preferred. Electronic résumés are preferred, and
should include a letter of application describing
experience, qualifications, vision and record of
achieving/exceeding enrollment goals at one’s recent
institution. Shingi Goto, Executive Vice President,
St. Gregory’s University, 1900 W. MacArthur,
Shawnee, Okla. 74804, sngoto@stgregorys.edu, (405)
878-5435.

For an up-to-date jobs box, go to
catharchdioceseokc.org 

Father Tharp to Lead
Pilgrimage to Holy Land

PRAGUE — Father Shane Tharp, along
with tour guides and noted Catholic speakers
Steve and Janet Ray, will be leading a 10-day
journey to the Holy Land May 8-17, 2009.

The Rays are the well-known writers,
producers and hosts of the Footprints of God
documentary series and have been to the Holy
Land more than 50 times as registered guides.
The highlights of the tour include Mass at
many locations such as the Primacy of Peter
Church on the Sea of Galilee; the Grotto of
Annunciation; St. Peter’s House; the Tomb of
Christ in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre;
the Mount of Beatitudes; and the Garden of
Gethsemane. There are also special opportuni-
ties for the Renewal of Wedding Vows at the
Wedding Church in Cana, Renewal of
Baptismal Vows in the Jordan River, and pray-
ing at the Western Wall. These are only a few
of the sites on the tour.

“The tour is meant to roughly coincide with
the 60th anniversary of the establishment of
the National Shrine of the Infant Jesus in
Prague,” Father Tharp said. “It seems most
fitting to bring people to the place where God
made his plan of salvation most clear!”

The tour cost of $3,499 includes round-trip
airfare from New York; accommodations of
three nights in Tiberias and five nights in
Jerusalem; dinner and breakfast daily; luxury
coach and transfers; certified guides Steve and
Janet Ray as well as local assistants; tickets to
all sites; Steve Ray’s 110-page Pilgrim’s
Handbook to the Holy Land and a DVD of
pilgrimage highlights; daily private Masses at
holy sites; Steve’s teaching, prayers and songs;
and meditations by Father Tharp.

For more information or to obtain a
brochure, call (405) 567-3404 or go to www.-
stevegoes.com.
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Calendar  
AUGUST

17 Taize Prayer, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Red Plains Monastery, 728 Richland
Road SW, Piedmont. For more details,
call 373-4565. Optional video on Taize
prayer at 6 p.m.

17 The Community of the Secular
Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Mt. Carmel and St. Teresa of
Jesus - Oklahoma Community and
Province of St. Therese — meets at
St. Joseph Carmelite Monastery in
Piedmont from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, call Janet Mildfelt
at (405) 848-6275 or Deacon Jim
Breazile at (405) 377-9478.

17-25 Monthly Novena to the
Infant Jesus, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily,
Nat’l Shrine of  the Infant Jesus,
Saint Wenceslaus Church, SH-99, 7
miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S. I-44  at
Stroud exit, Prague, (405) 567-3080.

18 Veneration of Pilgrim Statue
of our Lady of Fatima and Forty
Hours Eucharistic Adoration at 6
p.m., St. Eugene’s Church at 2400 N.
Hefner Ave. There will be a proces-
sion of the Pilgrim Statue followed by
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

Benediction will be at 7:30 p.m. A
multi-lingual Rosary will be prayed
at 9 p.m. Adoration will continue
until midnight. All are welcome.

18 Weekly Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament at Christ the
King Catholic  Church, located one
block north of Wilshire, halfway be-
tween Penn and May at 8005 Dorset
Drive, every Monday beginning at 7
a.m. and concluding with Benediction
at 7 p.m. For more information,
contact Linda at 496-0033.

19 Forty Hours Eucharistic
Adoration resumes at 5 a.m. at St.
Eugene Church, 2400 W. Hefner Ave.
Mass at 6:30 a.m. Pilgrim Statue
departs at 8 a.m. Exposition and
Adoration continues in the chapel.
Mass at 5:30 p.m.; spiritual talk at 7
p.m.; Benediction at 7:30 p.m.;
Confessions at 8:30 p.m. Adoration
until midnight. All are welcome.

19 Eucharistic Adoration at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, NW 32nd and Western, every
Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon. The
Rosary is said every weekday at 2.30
p.m. All are welcome.

20 Forty Hours Eucharistic
Adoration resumes at 5 a.m. at St.
Eugene Church. Mass at 6:30 a.m.,
Confessions, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.,
Anointing of Sick, 3 p.m. Adoration
continues all day and devotions will
conclude with spiritual talk and
evening prayer at 7 p.m. and
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome.

21 Disaster Volunteers Training.
The first Volunteer Orientation and
Disaster Training program will be at
7 p.m. at Catholic Charities, 1501 N.
Classen Blvd. Volunteers will be
required to attend training and
participate in Safe Environment
training. To register and obtain
more information, contact Becky
VanPool at 523-3009 or e-mail
bvanpool@catholiccharitiesok.org.

23 St. Monica Parish Festival after
4:30 p.m. Mass.

23 Mass in Tagalog. St. Paul the
Apostle Catholic in Del City will
celebrate Mass in  Tagalog (Filipino)
at 7 p.m. each Saturday. A potluck
dinner will occasionally follow Mass.
All are welcome.

23 Pre-Cana. A day for couples
preparing for the Sacrament of
Marriage. To register, contact the
Office of Family Life at (405) 721-
8944.

24  Pilgrimage Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
Anointing of the Sick, 11 a.m. Mass,
noon lunch, 1 p.m. Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer of the
Chaplet of the Infant Jesus and the
Litany of the Infant Jesus. Nat’l
Shrine of the Infant Jesus of Prague
is located at St. Wenceslaus Church,
SH-99, 7 miles N. I-40 or 20 miles S.
I-44 at Stroud exit, Prague, (405) 567-
3080.

28 Bingo at St. James Catholic
Church, 41st and South McKinley
Ave. in Oklahoma City. Food and
beverages will be for sale at 5:45 p.m.
Bingo begins at 6:30 p.m. All games
$10. Door prizes and special
recognition for all players born in
August. All bingo players get an
entry for a HDTV flat screen tele-
vision to be given away in October.

For a full calendar of events,
go to www.catharchdioceseokc

Oregon Health Coverage More Like Death Coverage 
Imagine if your state of residence

put a price tag on your life. Though it
sounds like something out of “The
Twilight Zone,” that’s exactly what
happened to Randy Stroup and
Barbara Wagner, both cancer patients
residing in Oregon, home of the
nation’s only taxpayer-funded, doctor-
assisted suicide option for the termi-
nally ill. Uninsured and battling
prostate cancer, Stroup applied to his
state-sponsored health insurance plan
to fund his chemotherapy. He was
shocked to receive a letter saying they
would not cover his chemotherapy
drug, but would cover the cost of
physician-assisted suicide. “It dropped
my chin to the floor ... [How could
they] not pay for medication that
would help my life, and yet offer to pay
to end my life?” said Stroup. The same
offer to cover assisted suicide instead
of treatment was made to Wagner,
who is battling lung cancer. Their

stories compel us to
consider the effects
of legislation like
this, where it may
lead us, and how we
should react.

P h y s i c i a n -
assisted suicide
laws contribute to
the overall devalu-
ing of human life.
Rather than recognizing the ines-
timable worth of every individual,
they promote the erroneous idea that
life is a commodity up for cost analysis
by the state. These laws perpetuate
the idea that instead of protecting our
citizens’ right to life, government
should encourage and facilitate the
eradication of those deemed a
financial burden to society. These
stories reveal a zero sum mentality
of rationing resources, instead of an
attitude of abundance and generosity

for our suffering brothers and sisters.
With the exception of Oregon, all

other attempts to legalize assisted sui-
cide in states have failed, but efforts
continue and may eventually succeed.
Washington state voters will likely
face such a ballot initiative this fall. If
other states follow Oregon’s example,
the “slippery slope” may expand our
notion of who is falsely considered a
burden to society. The Swiss group
Exit International recently agreed on
a resolution to vote in 2009 on expand-
ing its criteria for assisted suicides
from “terminally ill” to include those
“being tired of old age.” As bioethicist
Wesley J. Smith has observed: “Once
one accepts the premise that suicide is
an acceptable answer to the problems
of human suffering and ennui, there
are no boundaries that will hold for
long.”

In 2001, for example, soon
after the Netherlands legalized

euthanasia, the Dutch Minister of
Health suggested suicide pills for
elderly persons who are tired of living.

We must resist the spread of
assisted suicide. Stroup fought back
and won coverage for his chemo-
therapy, and a pharmaceutical
company will donate Barbara
Wagner’s needed drugs, so we can see
that there is hope in the fight.

Learn what the Church teaches
on end of life issues. Pray for increased
respect for all human life. Stay alert
for legislative efforts in your own state
which threaten those who are elderly,
sick or dying. We all are obligated to
continue to spread the Gospel of Life
and to teach that every life, regardless
of age or condition of dependency, is a
priceless gift.

Mary McClusky is Special
Projects Coordinator at the
Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

By Mary J.
McClusky
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Prayers of the Ages
Antique Rosary Collection Displayed at OKC Gift Shop

It’s amazing how the
act of praying the
rosary, touching each
bead in turn, links us
to generations of
Catholics through-
out history and
around the world.
Some of that shared
history can now be
seen at Sacred
Relics in downtown
Oklahoma City.
Diane Culbertson, the
store owner, has
procured a museum
collection of antique
rosaries dating to the 1700s.

The rosaries are an example of an
extinct art form. Each bead had to be
hand cut. Each rosary had to be hand
strung. The medals and crucifixes
hand crafted and painted. Many
have different images on the front
and back of the cross which was
common in the 1700s. Some of the

rosaries have relic boxes
instead of crucifixes. Many

of the rosaries have been
re-strung, having been
broken with continual
use. Many have lost
some beads.

Each of the
rosaries are vastly
different, from what
we would call high
end today made
with coral beads to
more commonly used
glass beads, each

today worth far more
than their original

cost. One of the more
interesting rosaries is

from a World War I soldier.
It appears to be made out of

the same medal as dog tags with the
same beaded style. Some even have
an extra decade, common in some
religious orders.

The rosaries are on display and
some will eventually be for sale. For
now they are on display daily at
Sacred Relics, 333 N. 5th St.

By Cara Koenig
The Sooner Catholic


