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Catholic Charities provides H.O.P.E. to families 
When Shirley (not her real name) walked into Catho-

lic Charities, she was hoping for emergency assistance on 
an overdue electric bill. At the time, she was working at a 
low-paying job to support herself, her autistic child and her 
ill mother. Two years later, she’s found a better way of sup-
porting herself and her family, thanks to the Family H.O.P.E. 
program.  

Short for Help, Organize, Prioritize and Empower, Catholic 
Charities’ Family H.O.P.E. is a long-term case management 
program that empowers families to overcome obstacles and 
gain economic self-suffi ciency. Not an emergency fi nancial 
assistance program, Family H.O.P.E. works to help families 
identify needs, create their own goals, utilize community 
resources and tools to promote independence and develop the 
skills needed to achieve lasting success.

By working closely with Shirley, the case managers at 
Catholic Charities were able to guide her in creating goals 
that would lead to a better life for her and her family, as well 
as a plan and budget to help her succeed. Among those goals 
were increasing her education, fi nding a job with a better 
salary, connecting with an autistic support group to offer 
guidance and tapping into community resources, such as 

Angel Home Care, to assist with the care of her mother. 
After 24 months in Family H.O.P.E., Shirley has achieved 

her goals and graduated from the program with a better job, 
a working budget and a family that has social support to 
help with their unique situation. 

“There’s often a misconception that those who need fi nan-
cial help are unemployed, but that’s usually not the case. 
When our clients come to us, some of them are working one 
or two jobs, but are still unable to make ends meet. For a 
few, the root cause can be lacking a budget or unwise choices; 
however, in most cases, it is a symptom of a larger problem,” 
said Ashley Moore, director of Family Support Services and 
Disaster Relief for Catholic Charities. 

A free service, the Family H.O.P.E. program is open to fam-
ilies of all faiths and is available through the Guymon, Law-
ton and Oklahoma City offi ces. Participants must have chil-
dren under 18 living in the home and be currently employed 
or employed within the last three months or receiving Social 
Security Disability, workman’s comp or unemployment. Bilin-
gual services are available to those who speak Spanish.

To learn more about the Family H.O.P.E. program, call 405-
523-3028 or visit www.catholiccharitiesok.org.

Imagine that you are a refugee, fl eeing 
persecution in your native land due to 
your race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership in a social group.  
Most likely, you’re from Burma, Afghan-
istan or Iraq.   You’ve petitioned for and 
been granted refugee status by the Unit-
ed States, and you leave your beloved but 
troubled homeland for a new place called 
Oklahoma.

Upon your arrival in Oklahoma City, 
you are met at the airport by a staff 
member or volunteer of Catholic Char-
ities, who takes you and your family to 
your new apartment.  After your long 
journey, you receive a meal cooked by 
one of your own countrymen with cuisine 
you recognize, and a hearty welcome.  In 
the next few days, Catholic Charities 
will help you settle into your new life 
here, from taking you to the doctor for 
vaccines and getting your kids enrolled 
at school to providing a bus pass and 
helping you get a job.  

Sahar Aldurobi, staff member at Cath-
olic Charities, said, “There are several 
talks about skills and job history with a 
special job developer who helps fi nd a job 
in accordance with those skills.  That’s 
what everybody needs to start a life.”

This aid that Catholic Charities pro-
vides comes from the Refugee Resettle-
ment Program.  In addition to this pro-
gram, Catholic Charities also offers legal 
services for low-income immigrants who 
have no criminal history.  They do not aid 
with employment-based immigration but 
rather focus on family reunifi cation. 

Jessie Gonzalez, assistant director of 
Immigration Legal Services, explained, 
“Reunifi cation is when a U.S. citizen by 
naturalization or birth wants to bring in 
a spouse, minor child, or also brothers 
and sisters.”

“We also help those who have per-
manent resident status who want to 
petition for a spouse or minor child,” she 
continued.  “U.S. Citizens have broader 
opportunity [to petition for family].”

Marjie Solis, associate director of Im-
migration Legal Services, explained that 
there are three main types of immigrants 
that they see: people who don’t have 
legal status, permanent residents who 
want to become a citizen or petition for 
family members, and citizens who want 
to petition for family members.

For those who don’t have legal status, 
the fi rst step is to assess the situation to 
see if there is an avenue to petition for 
legal status, usually through a family 
member.  If there is a road to legal sta-
tus, Catholic Charities aids immigrants 
in this process, as they do with those 
who want to petition for family members 
or change their status from permanent 
resident to citizen.  

The majority of immigrants who come 
to Catholic Charities for help, however, 
do not have an avenue for obtaining 
legal status.  For these immigrants, the 
offi ce makes sure they are aware of their 
rights as well as think through a plan 
for what would happen if they were de-
tained, like who would pick up their kids 
from school.

“Most people don’t think of what would 
happen if they were detained,” Solis stat-
ed.  “We assess the legal but also provide 
information and education.”

In addition to aiding immigrants 
with family reunifi cation, the offi ce also 
aids those who are eligible for T-Visas, 
U-Visas and status under the Violence 
Against Women Act, such as victims of 
human traffi cking and other crimes.

Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick is a 
freelance writer and math tutor living in 
Oklahoma City.

Immigration Legal Services 
prioritizes family reunifi cation

By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick
For the Sooner Catholic
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By Sooner Catholic Staff
Additional coverage of 

Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.com:

“The recent chemical 
weapons attack in Syria was 
an especially shocking and 
painful reminder of the present 
unfathomable suffering of the 
people of that troubled region,” 
Archbishop Coakley said 
in a recent statement. “My 
deepest concern and compas-
sion are with the families of 
those who died and with the 
millions of Syrians who have 
been forced to fl ee their home-
land as a result of the ongoing 
violent confl ict there.” To read 
the archbishop’s full remarks, 
visit www.archokc.org.

The eighth annual Clan-
cy Challenge’s Trivia Night 
– presented by the Bishop Mc-
Guinness Catholic High School 
Alumni Association – drew 
more than 350 people. Find out 
who won at www.soonercatho-
lic.com. 

Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School stu-
dent Adriana Bustamante 
won a tuition reimbursement 
award from the Catholic Order 
of Foresters. Read more at 
www.soonercatholic.com.

Admissions
In the Sept. 1 issue of the 

“Sooner Catholic,” we report-
ed that the Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul Walk for the 
Poor is slated for Saturday, 
Sept. 29. As astute readers will 
have realized, Sept. 29 does not 
actually fall on a Saturday – 
but the Walk does. Please note 
the Walk for the Poor begins at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 28.

Plus, don’t miss daily 
updates on Facebook and 

Twitter!

Exclusively on 
the website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s offi cial calendar.
Sept. 15 — Our Lady of LaVang Mass and Celebration, 11:45 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sept. 16 – Sept. 17 — National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors, Dallas, Tex.
Sept. 18 — Priests Council Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 19 — Mass, 11:30 a.m., Saint Francis De Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 20 — Mass for Fall Teachers Institute, 8:45 a.m., Church of the Epiphany of the Lord
Sept. 20 — Presentation of Catholic Schools Educator of the Year Award, Fall Teachers Institute, 12:45 p.m., Church 
of the Epiphany of the Lord
Sept. 20 — Blessing of Mercy Hospital Ada
Sept. 21 — Mass and Presentation of Educator of the Year Award, Catechetical Congress, 11:30 a.m., Church of the 
Epiphany of the Lord
Sept. 21 — Red Mass, 5 p.m., Cathedral of our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sept. 22 —Mass and Blessing/Dedication of new Petuskey Wing, 11:30 a.m., Saint John the Baptist Church, Edmond
Sept. 23 – Sept. 24 — Catholic University of America Board Meeting, Oak Brook, Ill.
Sept. 25 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, 9:15 a.m., Saint Mary School, Lawton
Sept. 26 — Catholic Charities Board Meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offi ce
Sept. 26 — 40 Days for Life Kickoff Rally, 7 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sept. 27 — School Mass and Classroom Visits, 8:30 a.m., Saint John Nepomuk School, Yukon
Sept. 29 — Young Adult Mass and Cookout, 6 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Praise the Lord who lifts 
up the poor

At the Visitation, even before the words of her cousin 
Elizabeth’s joyful greeting had ceased to ring in the air, 
Mary proclaimed the great things God had done for her 
in the canticle known as the Magnifi cat.

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my 
spirit rejoices in God my savior,” Mary exclaims.  “The 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name” (Luke 1:46-47, 49). 

What had God done for Mary?  “He has cast the mighty 
from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly,” she con-
tinues.  “He has fi lled the  hungry with good things, and 
the rich he has sent away empty” (Luke 1:52-53).

God had given Mary the 
grace to believe that what the 
angel Gabriel had spoken to 
her would be fulfi lled.  With 
Mary’s consent God became 
incarnate in her womb.

Jesus had not yet been born; 
he had not yet preached the 
Kingdom; he had not yet died 
or risen from the dead; and 
he had not yet established his 
Church.

Yet Mary knows with the 
certitude born of faith that 
by His incarnation God has 
already initiated His kingdom 
of justice and mercy. He has 
had compassion on the poor 
and the lowly and our weak 
and fallen human condition.  
In this kingdom, the hungry 
are fi lled with the grace and 
righteousness for which they 
long. 

If nothing else, the words 
of the Magnifi cat ought to in-
trigue us. They have the power 
to awaken a desire in our own 
hearts to know more intimate-
ly this God whom Mary knows 
and of whom she sings; this 
God who does great things for us and who lifts up the 
lowly. Pondering prayerfully Mary’s words may help us to 
recognize the Lord’s plan for our own lives, as Mary had 
discovered his will for hers.

When we do, we fi nd “the vocation of humanity is to 
show forth the image of God and to be transformed into 
the image of the Father’s only Son,” as the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church teaches us (CCC 1877). When we 
begin to recognize this vocation, we rightly wonder how 
to fulfi ll it.  The Catechism gives us more guidance: “The 
human person needs to live in society,” it states.  “Society 
is not for him an extraneous addition but a requirement 

of his nature. Through 
the exchange with others, 
mutual service and dialogue 
with his brethren, man 
develops his potential; he 
thus responds to his voca-
tion” (CCC 1879, emphasis 
added).

It is, then, through this exchange with others, mutual 
service and dialogue that we develop our potential to live 
as persons created in the image of God.

We fi nd in this year’s theme for the Catholic Chari-
ties Annual Appeal an echo of Mary’s canticle of praise.  

Drawn from Psalm 113, the 
theme is “Praise the Lord who 
lifts up the poor!”

God’s mercy and love shines 
forth in the work of Catholic 
Charities—both in those who 
serve and in those who are 
served.  Catholic Charities 
is an organization precisely 
characterized by “exchange 
with others, mutual service 
and dialogue.”

Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
depends on our support.  It 
receives relatively little from 
outside sources.  Our support 
of Catholic Charities not only 
helps develop the potential of 
the agency to fulfi ll its mission 
or the potential of its clients to 
live in dignity as God’s chil-
dren; it also helps us develop 
our own potential to recognize 
our neighbor as a brother and 
a sister.  It helps us to rec-
ognize, with Mary, that God 
has done great things for us 
and that we must share these 
blessings with others.

It is often diffi cult to be 
mindful of the good things God has done for us if we are 
hungry, homeless or lost. It is perhaps even more diffi cult 
if we are satisfi ed but complacent and indifferent to the 
needs of those around us.  Our support of Catholic Char-
ities benefi ts others, but it also helps us live as children 
of God, created in his image, a God of mercy and compas-
sion.  

The Catholic Charities Annual Appeal, which you 
will read about in this issue of the “Sooner Catholic,” 
offers an opportunity to be generous toward others and 
to acknowledge how generous God has been toward us.  
“Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor!”
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40 Days for Life aims to close abortion facility through 

Nine years ago in a small Texas 
college town, several pro-life workers 
brainstormed ideas to more effec-
tively protest abortion.  From those 
meetings, the national 40 Days for 
Life campaign was born in Bryan, 
Tex.  This year they celebrated the 
closing of the abortion clinic they 
fi rst prayerfully protested.  Now 
in its sixth year in the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, 40 Days for Life 
hopes to achieve what the initial 
campaign accomplished, an end to 
abortions in the Oklahoma City area. 

This year’s nationwide 40 Days 
for Life will launch Sept. 25 and last 
until Nov. 3 in more than 200 U.S. 
cities.  Locally, each day individuals 
will volunteer from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
for a peaceful prayer vigil at the 
Warr Acres Outpatient Services for 
Women. Participants will stand out-
side the clinic where they are visible 
to passing vehicles and silently pray 
to end abortion.

“40 Days for Life is a peaceful 
prayer time for Catholics and Prot-
estants alike,” explained Oklahoma 
City 40 Days for Life director Debby 
Krisch. “Individuals are encouraged 
to commit to prayer and fasting for 
40 days. The most visible part of the 
campaign is the community outreach 
where participants hold a sign that 
says ‘pray for the end of abortion’ in 
front of the clinic. We do not try to 
counsel at this time unless someone 
asks a question and then we have 
information available to them about 
where to seek help. We use no graph-
ic signs and do not try to argue with 
pro-choice passersby.” 

The 40 Days for Life campaign is 
broken down into three components: 
prayer and fasting, peaceful vigil, 
and community outreach.

“40 Days for Life takes a deter-
mined, peaceful approach to showing 
local communities the consequenc-
es of abortion. It puts into action a 
desire to cooperate with God in the 
carrying out of His plan for the end 
of abortion,” according to the 40 Days 
for Life website.

Archbishop Paul Coakley said he 
particularly appreciates the empha-

sis of the campaign on prayer.
“40 Days for Life has helped us 

ground our concern for unborn 
children and women dealing with un-
planned and diffi cult pregnancies in 
prayer,” the archbishop said. “Other 
forms of pro-life advocacy, political 
action and active assistance to wom-
en in need are certainly necessary, 
but we need to have all of our activi-
ties and intentions rooted in and pu-
rifi ed by prayer.  This has been one of 
the strengths of the 40 Days for Life 
campaign in the three years that we 
have had it in the archdiocese.  It is a 
spiritual movement and I encourage 
everyone to become involved as they 
are able.”

Parishes around the archdiocese 
are encouraged to organize parishio-
ners to join the peaceful vigil. To sign 
up, those interested should contact 
their parish offi ce to fi nd out what 
days and time their parish is taking 
part.  In addition, there is a sign-up 
page on the website: 40daysforlife.
com/oklahomacity.

“The beauty of 40 Days for Life 
is how simple it is.  It is not a scary 
experience.  If a person would vol-
unteer one hour, they would see how 
easy it is and how much of an impact 
they can make. Sometimes when peo-
ple come to the clinic, they just want 
someone to hear or notice their pain,” 
said participant Elaine Naugle.

Individuals participating in the 
prayerful vigil are asked to sign a 
statement of peace indicating that 
they will only act in a Christ-like 
manner while representing 40 Days 
for Life. If an individual is unable to 
physically participate, he or she is 

encouraged to fast and pray inde-
pendently during the 40-day cam-
paign.

Since 40 Days for Life started in 
the Oklahoma City area, at least 28 
unborn babies have been saved and 
eight clinic workers have left their 
jobs. Nationally, at least 7,536 chil-
dren have been saved from abortion 
during 40 Days for Life campaigns. 
In addition, 39 abortion facilities 
have been closed and 83 workers 
have left the industry.

Volunteer Jenny Carney was 
amazed at the impact 40 Days for 
Life has made on her.

“In the beginning it was all about 
me and less about God and His 
plans.  I quickly realized how small 
I was and how powerful our God is 
for taking our simple prayers and 
making great things happen,” ex-
plained Carney. “I defi nitely received 
the typical rude gestures from folks 
passing by in their cars but the 
overwhelming majority of folks gave 
positive affi rmations.”   

The Oklahoma City pro-life com-
munity will kick off this year’s cam-
paign with a rally on Sept. 26 from 3 

p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Connor Center 
adjacent to the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help.  Featured 
speakers will include Archbishop 
Paul Coakley, Heidi Wilburn of the 
Baptist Convention and Karen Her-
zog from the national organization 
that ministers to current and former 
abortion clinic workers, “And Then 
There Were None.”

“I believe God wants conversion of 
souls and the closing of the abortion 
clinics in Oklahoma,” said Carney. 
“40 Days for Life has led to many 
miracles in Oklahoma and will con-
tinue to do so.”

Biblical history contains numerous 
examples of radical transformations 
that happened in 40 days. With this 
same faith, the organizers of 40 
Days for Life hope our culture can be 
transformed from a culture of death 
to a culture of life.

“Our prayer is that abortion will 
not only become illegal but it will 
become unthinkable.  A culture of life 
is what we are praying for,” added 
organizer Karen Kenworthy.

Sarah Cooper is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

By Sarah Cooper
For the Sooner Catholic

If You Go
40 Days for Life

When: 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sept. 25 to Nov. 3
Where: Warr Acres Outpatient Services for Women
Why: To encourage people to respect and protect all life.
For more information: Contact Debby Krisch at dmkrisch@hotmail.

com or (405) 824-5578 or contact Karen Kenworthy at mauikmk311@
gmail.com or (405) 471-9604. The website is 40daysforlife.com/okla-
homacity.

Christians, Muslims join Pope Francis in praying for peace in Syria

JERUSALEM — At the Church of 
All Nations at the Garden of Geth-
semane, the stone that traditionally 
has represented Jesus’ agony was 
scattered with notes in different 
languages — all asking for peace in 
Syria.

Christian leaders of the Holy Land 
gathered there Sept. 7, as Chris-
tians and Muslims all over the world 
prayed with Pope Francis for Syria. 

In the West Bank and in Turkey, in 
Canada and the United States people 
gathered, responding to the papal 
call for prayer and fasting.

“We prayed for peace for Syria and 
for Egypt,” said Yusef Daher, execu-
tive secretary of the Jerusalem In-
ter-Church Center. “We were resist-
ing the other call for war with a call 

to stop the (possible U.S. air) strike 
and save Syria and Egypt. Everybody 
was really praying.”

“There is no fear of retaliation. 
All the attention 
is focused on (the 
Syrian people),” he 
told Catholic News 
Service.

Halfway around 
the world, in New 
Orleans, people were 
gathered at the Na-
tional Shrine of Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor.

“We are far, far away from Rome 
yet we are connected to our Holy 
Father and his pleas for peace,” said 
New Orleans Archbishop Gregory M. 
Aymond.

“What can we do, thousands upon 
thousands upon thousands of miles 

away from Syria and from Rome? 
What can we do? We can pray,” 
Archbishop Aymond said. Pray for 
the children who have lost their lives 

in war and for their 
families and friends, 
he added, and pray 
for world peace.

“Jesus said things 
can only be driven 
out, some evils can 
be stopped only by 

prayer and fasting, and that’s what 
we do today,” he said. 

In Ottawa, Ontario, Archbishop 
Terrence Prendergast led a prayer 
vigil at St. Patrick’s Basilica that 
began at 1 p.m. to coincide with the 
pope’s vigil in St. Peter’s Square. By 
the 4:30 p.m. Mass, more than 1,000 
people packed the basilica; others 
came and went throughout the day.

In his homily, Archbishop Prender-
gast said all involved — the Syrian 
regime, those fi ghting it and “those in 
the West who are intent on redress-
ing the horrifi c and shameful use of 
poisonous gas on innocent civilians” 
— should pursue peace rather than 
“risk disgrace by starting something” 
they cannot fi nish or “risking being 
completely overwhelmed by war.”

In Istanbul, Mahmut Kurtoglu, a 
Muslim preacher, was asked to read 
parts of the Quran during a two-hour 
service at Santa Maria Draperis 
Church. 

“The message is if you haven’t got 
a prayer, you have nothing, so God 
says ‘Pray, and I will answer you,’” 
Kurtoglu told CNS afterward. 

During the prayer service, Bish-
op Louis Pelatre, apostolic vicar of 
Istanbul, told the packed church: 

By Judith Sudilovsky
Catholic News Service 

This evening we 
have no weapons 
other than fasting 
and prayer.
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First impressions; lasting impacts
A letter from the Executive Director of Catholic Charities Oklahoma City

It has now been almost a year since I fi rst joined Cath-
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma. What a 
journey it has been! First, the warm reception from the 
talented and compassionate team, the tremendous legacy 
of excellence left by Tim O’Connor, and the opportunity to 
challenge the team in new ways were all wonderful fi rst 
impressions. Let me share with you some impressions 
about your Catholic Charities that you may not have 
known.

First, every Catholic Charities agency is unique. Col-
lectively, Catholic Charities agencies across the United 
States comprise the largest provider of human services in 
the nation. Each uses their resources effi ciently, but your 
agency is truly unique:

• 90 percent of each dollar is spent on client assistance 
or client support services. 

• 65 percent of the normal budget is given by the gen-
erosity of parishioners from this archdiocese.

• 8 percent of funding comes through the government – 
nationally this averages 65 percent.

This gives your agency great stability, and you great 
ownership of its focus and work. Because of your gener-
osity, Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City can quickly respond according to the needs of the 
community, especially in times of disaster, not according 
to a funding contract. 

Thank you for the prayerful and generous support we 
experienced in the aftermath of the May storms! Many 
of our neighbors were impacted; most especially those 
at Saint Andrew Catholic Church in Moore, Saint Mary 
in El Reno, Saint Benedict in Shawnee and Our Lady 
of Sorrows in Chandler. With great support from across 
the Catholic Charities network of agencies (Joplin, Mo.; 
Brownsville, Tex.; Indianapolis, Ind., and more) along 
with our sister Diocese of Tulsa, Catholic Charities 
staffed up to fi ve different Multi-Agency Resource Cen-
ters for 10 hours a day for fi ve weeks or longer during 
the immediate relief phase. Through this process we 
connected with more than 3,400 affected families, more 
than 10,500 Oklahomans and disbursed a little more 
than $400,000. But full recovery takes time, an estimated 
18 to 24 months and longer for some. So your Catholic 
Charities provides long-term recovery case management 
to those affected, to hear their stories and share their 
burdens, identify immediate and long-term needs, con-
nect them with a myriad of support agencies and resourc-
es, including those you so generously shared, so they can 
rebuild their lives and move forward. 

Tremendous resources have been made available. A na-
tional collection taken through the U.S. Catholic Church 
has thus far brought in $5.1 million in resources to our 
archdiocese (our neighbors in the Diocese of Tulsa alone 
provided more than $235,000!). Your Catholic Charities 
has partnered closely with the local American Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, United Methodist Church in Oklaho-
ma, and our great partners, the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul and the Knights of Columbus, to help meet the 
needs of those affected. We are committed to ensuring 
that any donations received for tornado recovery are used 
only for that purpose. We will not mix and mingle our 
resources. The upcoming Annual Appeal funds agency op-
erations for our 13 agency programs, along with adminis-

trative purposes. 
In times of disaster, 

I’m proud to say that 
this agency’s 13 other 
programs don’t stop. 
Through these other 
programs, your Catholic 
Charities has served 
more than 16,000 of 
your fellow Oklaho-
mans in various ways: 

• Six hundred wom-
en and women with 
children facing home-
lessness annually visit 
our Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center, 
a drop-in day shelter, 
in south Oklahoma City. 
On average, 90 women enter into case management at 
Sanctuary to help address issues and barriers to their 
success. Each month, 12 to 15 women achieve permanent 
housing—but we continue to walk with them as we don’t 
consider this a success until they remain in housing for 
at least six months! 

• Our Holy Family Home in Midwest City transitioned 
to a safe living environment for up to 20 women and their 
children for up to two years. Each is provided comprehen-
sive supportive services to fully address the conditions 
that brought them to us. We were blessed to bring fi ve 
new babies into the world through Holy Family Home, 
help young women graduate from high school and enable 
other women to start over with school or job training. 

• Our Refugee Resettlement program assisted with 150 
new arrivals last year.  On average 40 clients each month 
receive support to help their transition to life in the U.S. 
More than 60 Refugees gained full time employment in 
the past few months. 

• Immigration Legal Services serves more than 100 cli-
ents each month, strengthening families and helping our 
clients navigate the complex and confusing legal system. 

• Saint Joseph Counseling saw 231 clients in the past 
two months. Our staff trained an additional 18 people in 
QPR suicide prevention techniques, which will impact 
every Catholic school in this archdiocese. Saint Joseph’s 
counseling has also begun to reach out to 10 cities/parish-
es with individual and couples counseling, in some cases 
in Spanish, to Guymon, Woodward, Ponca City, Clinton, 
Enid, Ada, Ardmore, Norman, Chickasha and, soon, 
Shawnee.  

None of this happens without your prayerful and 
generous support. Every donation large and small makes 
a difference in the lives of those we meet. All of us at 
Catholic Charities take seriously the responsibility of our 
privilege to serve others in Christ’s name on your behalf. 
Thank you for your generous support; may God richly 
bless your compassion. 

Sincerely,

Patrick J. Raglow
Executive Director

Patrick J. Raglow

Prayer for Compassion
Lord,
Blessed are you, Lord God, Creator 

of all things, who lifts up the poor. You 
have blessed us with your mercy and love 
through Jesus Christ, your Word Made 
Flesh. He came among us healing the 
sick and giving comfort to those in dis-
tress.

He embraced and included those at the 
edge of life and promised them a place 
in your reign. He taught us, his disciples, 
how to serve and lift up those bowed 
down and oppressed. Send your spirit 

into us again, and breathe life into all 
that we do in the name of your Son. 

May those who come to us in need fi nd 
generous hearts and willing hands ready 
to share their burdens, relieve their suf-
fering and give them hope. May our will-
ing and loving generosity bear witness 
to your goodness to us, giving you praise 
and glory from our grateful hearts.

To you be all glory and praise, thanks-
giving and honor, now and forever. 
Amen.

By Rev. Thomas Boyer
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Four decades of priesthood yield memories of God’s mer-
cy and provision for Fathers Feehily, Vaught

“Playing Mass” on the dresser in 
his room might have been Father 
Jack Feehily’s fi rst inkling about his 
future. But his path didn’t include al-
tar serving or even Catholic schools. 
He talked about a powerful conver-
sion when at 22 he called out to God 
to rescue him from failings and sins. 

“It was not long after beginning to 
attend daily Mass that I felt a calling 
to be a priest,” Father Feehily said. 
“Convinced of my unworthiness, I 
sought out a priest who knew me 
well enough to know that. His re-
sponse was that all of us are unwor-
thy. And so a long and winding road 
leading to ordination began.”

Father Feehily was born in Boston, 
Mass., the fi rstborn son of Michael 
Feehily and Lillian Fitzgerald. His 
mother died a week after the birth of 
his third brother, Gerald. Five years 
later, his father was remarried to a 
widow with three sons, making them 
a blended family of seven boys. 

His path to the priesthood included 
attending Boston College for his fi rst 
two years. Two years later, he began 
his seminary studies as a junior in 
college. In 1966, Father Feehily was 
accepted as a seminarian for the 
Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. 
After studies at San Antonio and 
Saint Meinrad in Indiana, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

His fi rst assignment in Oklahoma 
was as a seminarian intern at Saint 
Mary’s in Ardmore. After fi nishing 
seminary studies he served as a 
deacon at Saint Francis Xavier in 
Enid and at Saint Philip Neri in 
Midwest City. Following his August 
ordination he remained as an as-
sociate pastor at Saint Philip’s for 
four years. Father Feehily served 
two years as an associate at Saint 
Charles Borromeo in Oklahoma City 
and at Saint Mary’s in Ponca City. 
In 1981, Archbishop Charles Salat-
ka appointed him pastor of Sacred 
Heart in Mangum and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Hollis. In 1986, he re-
turned to Saint Philip Neri as pastor 
until being appointed by Archbishop 
Eusebius Beltran as pastor of Saint 
Andrew’s in 1997. 

Father Feehily believed, for him, 
answering the call to holiness was 
his biggest challenge. 

“Because priests do holy things 
doesn’t automatically make us holy. 
I have had to wrestle with my own 
frailties and sins and I can never be 
suffi ciently grateful for the many 
ways I have experienced God’s 
gracious mercy especially through 
friends in recovery communities. I’m 
a recovering sinner who believes that 

God is absolute-
ly determined 
to make me one 
of his saints – 
notice no capital 
‘S’,” he said.

Archbishop 
Paul Coakley 
said Father 
Feehily “has 
a shepherd’s 
heart.”

“The compassion that so charac-
terizes his ministry fl ows from an 
encounter with Christ and his loving 
mercy,” the archbishop said.

Of his legacy, Father Feehily hopes 
“that people have been able to expe-
rience a richer connection with God 
because of my ministry.”  

Father Feehily’s memories are nu-
merous and hard to narrow down. 

“I remember my ordination and 
fi rst Mass,” he said. “I remember 
countless confessions in which people 
met the all-merciful Christ, but I 
remember none of the sin. I remem-
ber the prayers, love and kindness 
of extraordinarily generous parish-
ioners in every parish I have served. 
I remember weeping with those who 
were mourning, laughing with those 
who were rejoicing. I remember bap-
tisms, fi rst Communions and Confi r-
mations of those joining the church.”

During his lifetime, changes in the 
church have been many. 

“I grew up in a church that seemed 
to be like a royal fortress whose 
offi cials ruled over the lives of their 
subjects. Worship was mystifying and 
something to be done as quickly as 
possible,” he said. 

It has changed for the better, Fa-
ther Feehily said. 

“Celebrations of the Mass and the 
sacraments are joyful encounters 
with our loving and merciful God,” he 
explained. “People participate fully, 
consciously and actively. Parishes are 
communities in which ministries and 
services of every kind fl ourish.”

“He has been a leader in imple-
menting the changes from the Vati-
can Council,” Father Lowell Stiefer-
man said. 

And Father Feehily sees the church 
changing still. 

“When I listen to Francis, the 
new Bishop of Rome, and see the 
things he is doing, I see Christ in 
our midst. He is going to change the 
way in which the world perceives 
the church. Not as a fortress turned 
in upon itself but as a worldwide 
community of disciples called to 
wholeheartedly love God and their 
neighbors as they love themselves,” 

Editor’s Note: This is the second in a series of four articles to profi le the 
jubilarians of the archdiocese, those priests who are celebrating their 25th, 
40th, 50th and 60th anniversaries of ordination to the priesthood. This article 
highlights the ministries of Father Jack Feehily, ordained Aug. 23, 1973, and 
Father Mike Vaught, ordained Aug. 17, 1973. Both celebrate 40 years of priest-
hood this year.

By Judy Hilovsky
For the Sooner Catholic

Father Jack Feehily, 
self-described “recovering sinner”

Fr. Jack Feehily

It was the power of a book that led 
Father Mike Vaught to the priest-
hood. A book Father Mike Vaught 
read while a student at Mount Saint 
Mary’s High School in Oklahoma 
City was by Thomas Merton, a 
Trappist monk who was a poet, social 
activist and student of comparative 
religion.

Visiting unannounced with a local 
pastor, Father Vaught proclaimed his 
desire to be a Trappist monk, only to 
be told that he was too young. Un-
deterred, he started his path to the 
priesthood.  

“I felt it was what I was supposed 
to do. I was meant to be a priest,” 
Father Vaught said. 

Father Vaught, the oldest of J.D. 
and Dorothy Vaught’s four children, 
was raised in Norman, Okla. He 
spent his fi rst two years of college at 
Saint Francis Seminary in Oklahoma 
City, his third year at Cardinal Glen 
Seminary in St. Louis and his fourth 
year at St. Louis University. All his 
postgraduate work was done in Bel-
gium at the University of Louvain.  
Father Vaught was ordained at Saint 
Joseph Church in Norman.

Since then, his “ministry and con-
cern for the poor has carried him to 
assignments around the world and 
throughout our archdiocese,” accord-
ing to Archbishop Coakley.

“In addition to his commitment 
to ministry, he has maintained a 
tremendous appetite for reading and 
study,” the archbishop added.

Father Vaught’s  fi rst parish was 
Saint Francis in Enid, followed 
by Saint Joseph in Norman, Saint 
Peter’s in Woodward, Saint Patrick 
in Anadarko, four years in Isanlu, Ni-
geria, Africa, Saint Mary’s in Clinton, 
Saint Catherine’s in Pauls Valley and 
fi nishing his active priesthood at Our 
Lady of Victory Church in Purcell.

Norman was his largest parish 
and that was just fi ne with Father 
Vaught. 

“I like the smaller parishes,” he 
said. 

One of his favorite parishes was in 
Anadarko, his fi rst parish as pastor. 

“It was a fascinating place. It was 
a small parish with lots of Native 

Americans and 
Hispanics.” 

In addition, 
there were two 
missions – one 
in Binger and 
one in Carney 
– and these 
parishes all saw 
change during 
the six years 
Father Vaught 
was pastor. There was an infl ux of 
Hispanics, expanding the small par-
ish and the start of bilingual Masses, 
part English, part Spanish. Father 
Vaught’s mission was to create an 
atmosphere of acceptance, something 
he strived for his entire career. 

His time in Nigeria, Africa, was re-
ally different but one he enjoyed and 
remembers fondly after more than a 
quarter of a century. 

“It was really hard; half the time 
(we) didn’t have water or electricity 
and roads weren’t paved. During 
the rainy season (I) could only make 
about fi ve of the parishes because 
the roads weren’t passable. And 
some were as far as two hours away 
and there may be only 20 people at 
the Mass. But I enjoyed it,” Father 
Vaught said. 

Even there he tried to bridge the 
language divide by learning some of 
the Mass prayers in the local dialect.

Deacon John Warren, who worked 
with Father Vaught in Pauls Valley, 
Purcell and Lindsay, saw this warm 
and caring priest as a “thoughtful 
person.” Deacon Warren believed 
Father Vaught excelled in the small-
er parishes because he was more 
comfortable with small groups. 

“I enjoyed ministering alongside 
him for 10 years,” he said.

Vaught’s legacy lies in his “attempt 
to reconcile and unite the various 
language and cultural groups. It’s 
sometimes very hard but I continue 
to try to do this.”

“His great concern for the poor and 
his care for the sick made him a very 
good pastor,” Father Stieferman said.

Judy Hilovsky is a freelance writer 
for the Sooner Catholic.

Father Mike Vaught, shepherd to 
Oklahoma’s smaller parishes

Fr. Mike Vaught

Fr. Jack Feehily confi rming a member of St. Andrew parish in Moore, Easter Vigil 
2009.
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Catholic Charities reunites family separated by war
Each year, Catholic Charities helps refugee 

families fi nd a safer place. Many arrive with few 
to no possessions, having left them in their home 
country or a refugee camp on their journey to the 
U.S. Some, however, leave something more pre-
cious behind: Family. For those separated by war, 
persecution and other dangerous situations, the 
wait to reconnect can take years, if it happens at 
all. For Hiba and her family, reunifi cation came 
after several years, thousands of miles and special 
help from Catholic Charities. 

A young mother, Hiba and her husband were 
living in Baghdad when U.S. troops invaded Iraq. 
As the war grew, her parents served as advisors to 
U.S. troops, hoping to help bridge communications 
between the Iraqi people and U.S. troops. Unfor-
tunately, like others who worked with Americans, 
her parents faced scrutiny from neighbors and 
danger from insurgents in the area.

One night, the danger escalated as militants 
shot at their home, killing the family dog. Realiz-
ing it was no longer safe, Hiba’s parents fl ed the 
country, leaving behind their home, a successful 
import business and their family.  They arrived 
in Oklahoma four years ago, as part of Catholic 
Charities’ refugee program.

As fi ghting in the capitol city grew, Hiba and her 
husband also left Baghdad, moving to a safer part 
of Iraq in hopes of protecting their family. As the 
outlying areas became perilous, they emigrated 
to Jordan where they lived for three years, while 
waiting for a chance to join her parents in the U.S. 
The long wait fi nally ended in late August, when 
she, her husband and their two children arrived in 
Oklahoma, and were reunited with her parents for 
the fi rst time in years.

“For refugees, the choice to leave one’s country 
and family is always diffi cult, but it can be a life 
or death decision,” said Julie Lewis, director of 

Refugee Resettlement for Catholic Charities. “By 
the time many refugees reach the United States, 
they’ve undergone numerous trials and are look-
ing for a safe place to call home. Thanks to our 
community partners and volunteers, we’re able to 
assist newly arrived families with support in or-
der to become self-suffi cient in their new country. 
These services include housing assistance, school 
enrollment, employment training and English as a 
Second Language classes.”

Now that she’s in the U.S., Hiba and her hus-
band are working to help her son get settled in 
school and fi nd jobs in their respective fi elds, 
biology and architecture. For her mother, Assal, 
the joy of reconnecting with her daughter has an 
added bonus, as she is able to meet her grandchil-

dren for the fi rst time and know they’re safe.
“When we left Iraq, we left everything behind, 

our house, our business and our possessions. But, 
those things don’t matter, as long as my family is 
safe,” said Assal. “I’m so grateful for America and 
to Catholic Charities for bringing my family back 
together.”

According to the United Nations Refugee Agen-
cy, the Iraqi refugee crisis has grown since 2003, 
with an estimated 4.7 million people displaced 
either in other countries or inside Iraq.  Catholic 
Charities also helps displaced people from other 
countries, where war and religious or political per-
secution is prevalent, fi nd new homes. Financial 
assistance for the program is provided through 
grants offered by the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Offi ce of Refugee Resettlement.

To be eligible for resettlement through the U.S. 
State Department, refugees must meet the United 
Nation’s criteria: persecution or fear of it because 
of religion, nationality, race, political affi liation or 
social group. They also must have fl ed their home-
land. Eligible individuals undergo interviews, 
medical screenings and other tests before being 
resettled.

Established in1975, the Refugee Resettlement 
program has operated as an affi liate of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Migration 
and Refugee Services (USCCB/MRS). In 2013, 
an estimated 150 individuals will be resettled 
through Catholic Charities with additional ser-
vices offered to other secondary migrants. Catholic 
Charities’ Refugee Resettlement program assists 
newly arrived refugees for up to eight months af-
ter arrival to ensure safety, stability, self-suffi cien-
cy and integration into their new community. 

For information on how to assist or volunteer in 
Refugee Resettlement, visit http://www.catholic-
charitiesok.org/.

Syrian refugees, fl eeing the violence in their country, 
cross the border into the Kurdish region of northern Iraq 
Sept. 4. (CNS photo/Haider Ala, Reuters)
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Catholic Charities Regional Offi ces

With a little more than 9,000 
people, Clinton, Okla., is a growing 
community amidst a vast prairie of 
oil fi elds, interstates and the occa-
sional casino. For Eileen McGee, of-
fi ce coordinator of Catholic Charities’ 
Clinton offi ce, it’s also an opportuni-
ty to provide help and hope for those 
in need of counseling.

“Although it’s a wonderful place 
to live, this area is in dire need of 
community services, especially those 
with a focus on mental health. To 
help fi ll that gap, the Catholic Char-
ities offi ce offers family counseling, 
as well as services for those suffering 
from addiction or violent situations. 
We’re working to make a difference, 
one client at a time,” said McGee.

To provide a lifeline to those in 
need, the small offi ce, located at 1217 
Knox Street, sees between 50 to 70 
clients per month, many of whom 
suffer from substance abuse or do-

mestic violence. 
In addition to walk-in clients, 

the offi ce works closely with refer-
ral sources such as area parishes, 
attorneys, judges, and child welfare 
to identify those in need. The offi ce 
also offers counseling in Spanish ev-
ery other week, thanks to bilingual 
counselors who travel from Catholic 
Charities’ Oklahoma City offi ce.

“When some of our clients walk 
through the door, many seem to 
have given up. However, I like to say, 
where there’s life, there’s hope. My 
job is to bring that out in the peo-
ple I see,” said McGee. “I’m grateful 
Catholic Charities is out here and 
allows me to work with those who 
are fi ghting against sometimes over-
whelming problems, but working to 
make it through. Some days, it’s nice 
to know I can help put a smile on a 
face that once was fi lled with desper-
ation.”

Clinton offi ce brings hope to Custer County

Surrounded by Texas, Kansas and 
New Mexico plains, Oklahoma’s pan-
handle is a place where people are 
more likely to learn about current 
events through their church than on 
Twitter. To help raise awareness of 
the services Catholic Charities pro-
vides and connect others within the 
community, Julia Gonzales, director 
of Catholic Charities’ Guymon offi ce, 
has created a 14-member advisory 
council with members from different 
churches in the area.

For Gonzales, reaching out to oth-
ers helps make the community and 
Catholic Charities stronger. “Catholic 
Charities’ mission is to provide help 
and hope to those in need, through 
the Catholic tradition of service. 
Sometimes, however, when clients 
enter our offi ce, I may not be able 
to meet all of their needs, but I can 

connect them to other services in the 
community. Building a network of 
support is vitally important, espe-
cially in an area where there are few 
providers.”

In addition to establishing an 
interfaith board, Gonzales also 
organized the area’s fi rst community 
service fair in 2012. The May 2013 
event was even larger and helped 
connect people to 27 organizations 
throughout the area.

Opened in 2010, Catholic Charities’ 
Guymon offi ce offers economic plan-
ning assistance through the Family 
H.O.P.E. Program, counseling made 
possible by a biweekly visit from a 
counselor out of the Saint Joseph’s 
Counseling Center at the Oklahoma 
City offi ce, as well as access to immi-
gration services in Oklahoma City 
via webcam. 

Guymon Offi ce connects the community to 
help those in Oklahoma’s panhandle

Catholic Charities’ Archbishop Beltran Scholarship selects inaugural scholars
A Catholic education can often build a bright fu-

ture for students and their families by developing 
academic excellence on a faith foundation. In fact, 
according to recent fi gures, more than 94 percent 
of Catholic school graduates pursue higher edu-
cation, as opposed to just 69 percent of those who 
attend public school.

Unfortunately for children of lower income fam-
ilies, the benefi ts of a Catholic school education 
can be out-of-reach because of fi nancial concerns. 
To help erase the cost barrier, Catholic Charities 
established the Archbishop Beltran Scholarship to 
benefi t children at Lawton’s Villanova Apartments 
wishing to attend Saint Mary’s Catholic School. 
Villanova Apartments, founded in 2006 as a part-
nership between Catholic Charities and the City 
of Lawton, are home to 64 low-income families.  

“For children to be successful, they need a qual-

ity education and the 
support of their par-
ents, their educators 
and the community. 
The Beltran schol-
arship is not just a 
community service, it’s 
an opportunity to lift 
families up through 
quality education in 
a faith-fi lled environ-
ment,” said Lawkathra 
Cox, director of Cath-
olic Charities’ Lawton 
offi ce. 

After reviewing numerous applications, rep-
resentatives from Catholic Charities and Saint 
Mary’s selected the scholarship’s inaugural recip-

ients this past summer. The children, who recent-
ly entered the 4th, 7th and 8th grades, received 
tuition to Saint Mary’s for a year and a stipend 
to buy uniforms and school supplies to equip 
them for the year ahead. To ensure the students 
were able to benefi t from everything a Catholic 
education has to offer, the scholarship also covers 
extracurricular activities and any fees from those 
activities. 

In coming years, Cox hopes to grow the scholar-
ship to support students throughout their scho-
lastic career, as well as expand the program to 
include additional scholars. Established in 2011 to 
honor Archbishop Emeritus Eusebius J. Beltran, 
the scholarship benefi ts children who live at the 
Villanova Apartments and whose parents partici-
pate in the United Way’s “Success by Six” reading 
program.

Archbishop Emeritus 
Eusebius J. Beltran

St. Joseph’s Counseling expands to rural Oklahoma
Saint Joseph Counseling began providing 

outreach counseling services in Woodward, Okla., 
approximately one year ago.  After noticing the 
benefi ts of these services to the community of 
Woodward, Catholic Charities added an addition-
al nine locations to Saint Joseph’s Counseling 
throughout the archdiocese.  

“Currently, counseling services are available in 
Ada, Ardmore, Clinton, Enid, Guymon, Ponca City 
and Woodward. We are actively working toward 
launching counseling services in Chickasha, Nor-
man and Shawnee” said Jennifer Long, director of 
Saint Joseph’s Counseling. 

Each therapist from the Oklahoma City offi ce 
has two rural location assignments with each 
location being offered counseling services twice a 
month. However, if an additional need is identi-
fi ed in one of the communities that affects a large 
number of people, then services are offered in a 
group setting through teleconferencing. 

Saint Joseph’s Counseling has been providing 
outpatient counseling services within the arch-
diocese since 1990.  Adhering to Catholic social 
teaching, which proclaims all human life is sa-
cred, Saint Joseph’s works for the betterment of 
society by strengthening families and individuals, 
supporting them through short-term professional 
help. 

One of the main goals of Saint Joseph’s Counsel-
ing is to provide stability to local communities and 
the services offered are based on a wide range of 

needs.  
“Some of the areas of focus in counseling, to 

name a few, consist of depression, anxiety, grief 
and loss problems, relationship problems, self-es-
teem issues. Confi dential counseling services are 
offered to individuals, couples and families” Long 
said.

Like the Oklahoma City offi ce, the clients in the 
rural locations are offered an intake session plus 
six additional counseling sessions free of charge to 

work on their identifi ed needs. 
Saint Joseph’s Counseling also offers education-

al presentations to local communities through 
teleconferencing.  

“This has been benefi cial because we are able to 
provide a group service to a large number of indi-
viduals while also working one-on-one in individ-
ual, marital or family counseling with a smaller 
number of clients,” Long explained.  

Saint Joseph’s is hoping for future expansions 
throughout the archdiocese.

“A goal of Catholic Charities is to fi nd ways to 
better serve the entire archdiocese. By using our 
current locations as a guide, we hope to assess 
additional areas of need and be able to assist in 
bringing those needs to the rural communities.  
One of the ways in which we might be able to do 
that is through bringing case management and 
immigration legal services to rural locations as 
well,” Long said. 

In addition to the work performed out of the 
Oklahoma City offi ce, Catholic Charities of Law-
ton provides services in Duncan and Catholic 
Charities of Clinton is providing counseling 
services in Elk City. Spanish counseling is also 
available.

For more information, call Saint Joseph’s Coun-
seling Center at (405) 524-0969 or toll free at 1 
(800) 375-8514.  Offi ce hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
and 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays. 

Connie Summers is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

By Connie Summers
For the Sooner Catholic
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A day in the life of Catholic Charities...

Refugee clients learn English as a second language.

Catholic Charities staff organizes donations for newly arrived 
refugee homes.

Catholic Charities staff washes the chapel windows on Holy Thursday.

Erica Cardiel, case manager at the Sanctuary Women’s Development Center, works with a 
client setting goals to reach self-suffi ciency.

Family seeks assistance from Immigration Legal Services staff member, Jessi Gonzales.

Students from Bishop McGuiness High School make snack 
packs for clients.

16,123 clients 16,123 clients 
helped in 2012helped in 2012

Senior Director of Mission Advancement, Sonny Wilkinson sorts food donations from Mount St. Mary stu-
dents.

99 homeless women 99 homeless women 
moved into housingmoved into housing

Jane Moon receives quilts donated by the Central Oklahoma Quilters Guild for the survivors of the May tornadoes.
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Sanctuary Women’s Center offers hope to homeless women
Homeless for more than 10 years, 

Barbara is one step closer to having 
a place to call home, thanks to Cath-
olic Charities’ Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center. 

Like many of Oklahoma City’s 
long-term homeless, the challeng-
es keeping Barbara (not her real 
name) from permanent housing were 
severe. However, with the help of 
case workers and staff at Sanctu-
ary, she has been able to meet the 
milestones necessary to qualify for 
the 100 Thousand Homes Campaign, 
a national effort to fi nd permanent 
housing for vulnerable individuals 
and families, and is on track to be 
placed in a residence soon. In addi-
tion to Barbara, four other Sanctu-
ary clients have been selected to par-
ticipate in the 100 Thousand Homes 

program, and will be placed soon.
“Barbara’s journey out of home-

lessness is ongoing, but she is a won-
derful example of how important it 
is to build up a woman’s self-esteem 
to help her live a fuller life, ” said 
Lisa Chamberlain, director of Sanc-
tuary Women’s Development Center. 
“The women who come to Sanctuary 
have been through unfathomable 
experiences, and are often reluctant 
to believe things can be better. By 
working closely with them to build 
that trust, we are able to show them 
how to make better choices and 
give them the confi dence needed to 
become self-suffi cient.” 

Nestled in South Oklahoma City, 
Sanctuary is a day program pro-
viding essential resources, support 
and empowerment to homeless and 

at-risk women and their children. 
More than just a place to escape the 
dangerous streets, the aptly named 
Sanctuary offers assistance for basic 
needs as well as the guidance needed 
to help women overcome poverty 
and become self-suffi cient by set-
ting goals that are tailored to each 
client’s needs.

“We don’t always defi ne success 
by the traditional sense, but instead 
we look at what each client needs 
to succeed. For some, it could be a 
warm coat and healthy snack, for 
others it could be fi nding a safe place 
to stay and a school for their chil-
dren,” said Chamberlain. “Our goal 
is to help each of our clients accom-
plish her goal, no matter how large 
or small.”

Barbara’s is not the only success 

story at Sanctuary. Over the past 
12 months, Sanctuary has helped 
place 99 women in housing, and 
offered help, and hope, to thousands 
of homeless or at-risk women and 
their children. The program contin-
ues to grow as word of its good works 
spread, with more than 1,511 fi rst-
time visitors last year alone.

Open Monday to Friday, Sanctuary 
provides access to art activities, case 
management, clothing, counseling, 
community services such as Legal 
Aid, a computer lab, employment 
services, a food pantry with nutri-
tious foods and a safe place for wom-
en and their children to rest during 
the day. For more information about 
Sanctuary, or to learn how you can 
help, visit www.catholiccharitiesok.
org.

Catholic Charities 
launches Project Together

OKLAHOMA CITY – In the immediate aftermath 
of the May tornadoes, those affected were busy ad-
dressing needs such as temporary housing, medical 
expenses, clothing and more. Through the help of 
many nonprofi t organizations and federal resources 
many have secured those needs. However, in the 
months since the storms, the reality of the long re-
covery is setting in for many.

“Since May, Catholic Charities has expended 
$866,667 to assist storm survivors with their needs,” 
said Patrick Raglow, executive director of Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. “Our 
case managers have been working tirelessly with 
more than 3,200 families to create personalized 
paths to recovery, allowing each family to obtain the 
resources they need quickly and effi ciently. But we 
know as we head into the long-term recovery effort 
that many of those affected by the storms will expe-
rience various mental health challenges as they cope 
with the effects of the storms.”

To meet the expected rise in counseling needs 
throughout the community, Catholic Charities has 
launched “Project Together.” The Oklahoma City 
Community Foundation and the CHRISTUS Health 
Foundation provided grants to fund this new project. 
Project Together is designed to work with disaster 
survivors directly and indirectly affected by the May 
storms who are in need of mental health counseling. 

“We are so honored to partner with the Oklahoma 
City Community Foundation and CHRISTUS Health 
to provide this much-needed resource to our commu-
nity,” said Monica Palmer, senior director for Clinical 
Services at Catholic Charities. “We expect to see an 
increase in adult depression, anxiety, divorce, domes-
tic violence, and children and adolescents who will 
begin to act out in response to what they experienced 
last May. Through Project Together, Saint Joseph’s 
Counseling Center at Catholic Charities will provide 
bilingual counseling, free of charge, to those affected 
by the storms.”

Palmer said, “Many of the individuals we will work 
with already were experiencing depression or having 
trouble with their marriage, for instance. The added 
stress from the storms and being overwhelmed by 
the loss suffered from the storms has only exacer-
bated existing conditions. Our therapists will work 
with those individuals to help them overcome these 
barriers.”

Catholic Charities has hired two full-time bi-
lingual counselors to ensure help also reaches the 
Hispanic community.  The counselors also will work 
with children and adolescents who were affected by 
the storms. 

“As the recovery effort continues, children may 
begin to act out and teens may begin to increase 
risk-taking behaviors and see a lowered performance 
at school,” Palmer said. 

For more information about Project Together or to 
set an appointment, call Catholic Charities at (405) 
524-0969. 

Send pledge card and checks or money orders to: Catholic Charities Annual Appeal 
1501 N. Classen Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73106

2013-2014 Goal: $2.6 million
2012-2013 Goal of $2.5 million

was reached and surpassed at $2.557 million
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As RCIA programs begin, archdiocesan Tribunal prepares for new cas-
A Q-and-A with Father Rick Stansberry, Judicial Vicar of the Tribunal of First Instance

SC: The Tribunal handles cases of 
marriage annulments for which it 
has competency according to the 
Code of Canon Law. You and the 
other judges in the Tribunal have a 
canon law degree, but how would you 
describe the work of the Tribunal to 
someone who is not a canon lawyer?
RS: In the Catholic Church’s belief, 
marriage is for life, but, obvious-
ly, unfortunately, we know things 
happen and divorces do occur. The 
tribunal looks at a marriage to look 
at what was present prior to the 
marriage and what happened in the 
marriage (to determine whether) the 
bond that was in place may be an-
nulled. If it may, then the individuals 
involved are free to marry again.
SC: Does an annulment mean the 
marriage never existed in the fi rst 
place?
RS: A civil annulment does say the 
marriage never existed, but a Church 
annulment doesn’t say the marriage 
never existed. It says that, for what-
ever reason, what could have existed 
– and usually did exist – prior to this 
is a bond that can be dissolved.
SC: What is the most common 

misperception about cases of mar-
riage annulment?
RS: There’s a misperception that, 
if you’re not Catholic and have 
divorced, you don’t have to have 
an annulment to be able to marry 
in the Church, but that’s not true. 
When two non-Catholic people marry 
outside the Church, the marriage 
is valid. If the couple divorces, that 
marriage has to be annulled for 
either party to then marry a Catho-
lic. In Oklahoma, the majority of the 
cases – about 70 to 75 percent – are 
between two non-Catholics.
SC: Does the Church recognize the 
marriage of a Catholic who marries 
outside the Church?
RS: A Catholic is supposed to be 
married in the Catholic Church 
and so many Catholics today don’t 
know that. Nowadays, you’ll have 
two Catholics who’ll have a destina-
tion wedding. Say that one ended in 
divorce: That’s what we call a lack 
of canonical form case, which means 
they didn’t follow the proper form so 
the Church really never recognized it 
as a proper marriage.
SC: How many cases does the Tribu-

nal handle each 
year and how 
long does each 
case take?
RS: We do 
around 200 
formal cases 
and we do about 
150 lack of 
form cases. The 
process usually 
takes about a 
year and is completely confi dential. 
Initially, a person seeking annulment 
would contact whoever at the parish 
handles annulments and fi ll out an 
annulment form. The parish would 
mail the form to us and I, Sister 
Kathy (Olsen) or Father Francis 
(Nguyen) would look at the case. 
We would have to determine the 
grounds. We would send a petition to 
the petitioner and he or she would 
sign that and then we have to notify 
the respondent by canon law. Once 
the respondent is cited, witness 
questionnaires go out. The parties 
have the right to come in and read 
the acts, what the other party said. 
Eventually, we would write up the 

case and determine the fi rst instance 
sentence. The case is then sent to 
the Interdiocesan Tribunal of Second 
Instance for ratifi cation.
SC: Is there a deadline to submit an 
annulment form each year and what 
does an annulment cost?
RS: We send out a letter every year 
as RCIA programs begin. For us to 
fi nish these cases by Easter so people 
can come into the Church, we really 
need them at the latest by the mid-
dle of October. Here in our diocese, 
we do not charge, which I think is a 
good thing.
SC: What would you say to someone 
seeking an annulment?
RS: I would just encourage people 
to trust the process even though 
they might not agree with it or 
understand it. We realize it can be 
very painful for people to drag up 
those old memories and they see the 
Church as being rather punitive in 
making people go through this, but, 
at the end of the day, the process of 
annulment is to protect the beauty of 
the sacrament of marriage.

Fr. Rick Stansberry

Our faith needs to be shared, Pope Francis says

On Oct. 20 of this year the Cath-
olic Church will celebrate the 87th 
World Mission Day. This celebration 
will be during the closing of the Year 
of Faith; Pope Francis has prepared 
a beautiful message for this cele-
bration and in the Aug. 18 issue of 
the Sooner Catholic I began sharing 
portions of that message. Here is the 
second segment of that message.

                   ********
3. The work of evangelization often 

fi nds obstacles, not only externally, 
but also from within the ecclesial 
community. Sometimes there is lack 
of fervor, joy, courage and hope in 
proclaiming the message of Christ 
to all and in helping the people of 
our time to an encounter with him. 
Sometimes, it is still thought that 
proclaiming the truth of the Gos-
pel means an assault on freedom. 
Paul VI speaks eloquently on this: 
“It would be ... an error to impose 
something on the consciences of our 
brethren. But to propose to their 
consciences the truth of the Gospel 
and salvation in Jesus Christ, with 
complete clarity and with total re-
spect for free options which it pres-
ents ... is a tribute to this freedom” 
(Evangelii Nuntiandi, 80). We must 
always have the courage and the joy 
of proposing, with respect, an en-
counter with Christ, and being her-
alds of his Gospel. Jesus came among 
us to show us the way of salvation 
and he entrusted to us the mission 
to make it known to all to the ends 
of the earth. All too often, we see 
that it is violence, lies and mistakes 
that are emphasized and proposed. 
It is urgent in our time to announce 
and witness to the goodness of the 
Gospel, and this from within the 

church itself. It is important never 
to forget a fundamental principle 
for every evangelizer: one cannot 
announce Christ without the church. 
Evangelization is not an isolated 
individual or private act; it is al-
ways ecclesial. Paul VI wrote, “When 
an unknown preacher, catechist or 
pastor, preaches the Gospel, gath-
ers the little community together, 
administers a sacrament, even alone, 
he is carrying out an ecclesial act.” 
He acts not “in virtue of a mission 
which he attributes to himself or by 
a personal inspiration, but in union 
with the mission of the church and in 
her name” (ibid. 60). And this gives 
strength to the mission and makes 
every missionary and evangelizer 
feel never alone, but part of a single 
body animated by the Holy Spirit. 

4. In our era, the widespread mo-
bility and facility of communication 
through new media have mingled 

people, knowledge, experience. For 
work reasons, entire families move 
from one continent to another; 
professional and cultural exchang-
es, tourism and other phenomena 
have also led to great movements of 
peoples. This makes it diffi cult, even 
for the parish community, to know 
who lives permanently or temporar-
ily in the area. More and more, in 
large areas of what were traditional-
ly Christian regions, the number of 
those who are unacquainted with the 
faith or indifferent to the religious 
dimension or animated by other be-
liefs is increasing. Therefore it is not 
infrequent that some of the baptized 
make lifestyle choices that lead them 
away from faith, thus making them 
need a “new evangelization.” To all 
this is added the fact that a large 
part of humanity has not yet been 
reached by the good news of Jesus 
Christ. We also live in a time of crisis 

that touches various sectors of exis-
tence, not only the economy, fi nance, 
food security or the environment, 
but also those involving the deeper 
meaning of life and the fundamental 
values that animate it. Even human 
coexistence is marked by tensions 
and confl icts that cause insecurity 
and diffi culty in fi nding the right 
path to a stable peace. In this com-
plex situation, where the horizon of 
the present and future seems threat-
ened by menacing clouds, it is neces-
sary to proclaim courageously and in 
every situation, the Gospel of Christ, 
a message of hope, reconciliation, 
communion, a proclamation of God’s 
closeness, his mercy, his salvation, 
and a proclamation that the power 
of God’s love is able to overcome the 
darkness of evil and guide us on 
the path of goodness. The men and 
women of our time need the secure 
light that illuminates their path and 
that only the encounter with Christ 
can give. Let us bring to the world, 
through our witness, with love, the 
hope given by faith! The Church’s 
missionary spirit is not about pros-
elytizing, but the testimony of a life 
that illuminates the path, which 
brings hope and love. The church – I  
repeat once again – is not a relief 
organization, an enterprise or an 
NGO, but a community of people, an-
imated by the Holy Spirit, who have 
lived and are living the wonder of 
the encounter with Jesus Christ and 
want to share this experience of deep 
joy, the message of salvation that the 
Lord gave us. It is the Holy Spirit 
who guides the Church in this path.

Pedro Moreno is the director of His-
panic Ministry for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

By Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director of Hispanic Ministry

Pope Francis. (CNS photo/Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters)

Continuing to share the words of Pope Francis for the next World Mission Day
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

En la Visitación, incluso antes de que las pala- 
bras del saludo alegre de su prima Isabel hubieran 
dejado de sonar en el aire, María proclamó las 
grandes cosas que Dios había hecho por ella en el 
cántico conocido como el Magnífi cat.

“Proclama mi alma la grandeza del Señor, y mi 
espíritu se alegra en Dios, mi Salvador”, exclama 
María. “El Poderoso ha hecho obras grandes por 
mí: ¡Santo es su Nombre!” (Lucas 1:46-47, 49).

¿Qué había hecho Dios por María? “Derribó a los 
poderosos de sus tronos y exaltó a los humildes.”, 
continúa. “Colmó de bienes a los hambrientos y 
despidió a los ricos con las manos vacías.” (Lucas 
1:52-53).

Dios había dado a María la gracia de creer que 
lo que el ángel Gabriel había hablado con ella se 
iba a cumplir. Con el consentimiento de María, 
Dios se encarnó en su vientre.

Jesús todavía no había nacido, aún no había 
anunciado el Reino, aún no había muerto ni resu-
citado de entre los muertos, y aún no había esta- 
blecido su Iglesia.

Sin embargo, María sabe con la certeza que nace 
de la fe que por su encarnación Dios ha iniciado 
ya su reino de justicia y misericordia. Él ha tenido 
compasión de los pobres y de los humildes y de 
nuestra condición humana débil y caída. En este 
reino, los que tienen hambre están llenos de la 
gracia y justicia que anhelan.

Por lo menos, las palabras del Magnífi cat nos 
deberían intrigar. Tienen el poder de despertar 
el deseo en nuestro corazón para conocer más 
íntimamente al Dios que María conoce y de quien 
canta; el Dios que hace grandes obras por nosotros 
y que exalta a los humildes. Refl exionando en 
oración sobre las palabras de María nos ayude a 
reconocer el plan de Dios para nuestras vidas, ya 
que María había descubierto su voluntad por ella.

Cuando lo hacemos, nos encontramos con que 
“La vocación de la humanidad es manifestar la im-
agen de Dios y ser transformada a imagen del Hijo 
Único del Padre,” como el Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica nos lo enseña (CIC 1877). Cuando comen-
zamos a reconocer esta vocación,  con razón nos 
preguntamos cómo cumplirla. El Catecismo nos 
da más orientación: “La persona humana necesita 

la vida social. Esta no constituye para ella algo 
sobreañadido sino una exigencia de su naturaleza. 
Por el intercambio con otros, la reciprocidad de 
servicios y el diálogo con sus hermanos, el hom-
bre desarrolla sus capacidades; así responde a su 
vocación (CIC 1879, énfasis añadido).

Es, pues, a través de este intercambio con los 
demás, el servicio mutuo y el diálogo que desarro- 
llamos nuestro potencial para vivir como personas 

creadas a imagen de 
Dios.

Nos encontramos 
en el tema de este 
año para la Colecta 
Anual de Caridades 
Católicas un eco del 
Cántico de Alabanza 
de María. Tomadas 
del Salmo 113, el 
tema es “¡Alabado 
sea el Señor, que levanta al pobre!”

La misericordia y el amor de Dios resplandecen 
en el trabajo de Caridades Católicas, tanto en 
aquellos a quienes sirven y los que sirven. Cari-
dades Católicas es una organización que se carac-
teriza precisamente por el “intercambio con otros, 
la reciprocidad de servicios y el diálogo.”

Caridades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de Okla-
homa City depende de nuestro apoyo. Se recibe 
relativamente poca ayuda de fuentes externas. 
Nuestro apoyo a las Caridades Católicas no sólo 
ayuda a desarrollar el potencial de la agencia para 
cumplir su misión y el potencial de sus clientes 
a vivir con dignidad como hijos de Dios, sino que 
también nos ayuda a desarrollar nuestro propio 
potencial para reconocer a nuestro prójimo como a 
un hermano y una hermana. Nos ayuda a recono-
cer, con María, que Dios ha hecho grandes cosas 
por nosotros y que debemos compartir esas bendi-
ciones con los demás.

A menudo es difícil ser consciente de las cosas 
buenas que Dios ha hecho por nosotros, si tenemos 
hambre, estamos sin hogar o perdidos. Tal vez sea 
aún más difícil si estamos satisfechos, pero con-
tentos e indiferente a las necesidades de los que 
nos rodean. Nuestro apoyo a Caridades Católicas 
benefi cia a los demás, y también nos ayuda a vivir 
como hijos de Dios, creado a imagen de un Dios de 
misericordia y compasión.

La Colecta Anual de Caridades Católicas, de la 
cual leerá un poco más en este número del Sooner 
Catholic, ofrece la oportunidad de ser generosos 
con los demás y reconocer la generosidad de Dios 
ha tenido con nosotros. “¡Alabado sea el Señor, que 
levanta al pobre!” 

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Alabado sea el Señor, que levanta a los pobres

Cortas enseñanzas de Apologética Católica
Hola queridos amigos en Cristo. 

Durante algunas semanas hemos 
venido tratando el misterioso mundo 
de la secta de los Testigos de Je-
hová. En esta oportunidad, veremos 
algunos aspectos que los caracteri-
zan y que nos ilustrarán a nosotros 
católicos, cómo operan. Tres son los 
grupos de personas que caen en las 
afi ladas garras de esta organización: 
Los ignorantes, que son la mayoría. 
Otros que no siendo tan ignorantes, 
no están contentos como viven y 
buscan cualquier cosa que los pueda 
guiar y ayudar en su vida. Y el tercer 
grupo son los que entran en confl icto 
con la Iglesia Católica. Porque no les 
bautizaron el hijo cuando querían, o 
porque el sacerdote, estuvo de malas 
pulgas determinado día con algún 
desafortunado feligrés, etc. Las tácti-
cas iniciales, sugestivas y cautivado-
ras son el ofrecerle ingresar a un 
grupo espléndido, donde las personas 
son maravillosas, bondadosas, estu-
pendas y sin ser exagerado no tienen 
pecado. Entrar al Salón del Reino 
es casi entrar al “lobby” del paraíso; 
sonrisas, saludos y gentilezas de 
todo orden. Sólo espere que pasen 
algunas semanas, será usted uno 
más, un ignorado más, uno más del 

montón que ha caído en sus tentácu-
los. Lo abordaran nuevamente si está 
faltando a las reuniones; si no está 
visitando las casas con su literatu-
ra. El primer anzuelo echado para 
pescarlo es ofrecerle un paraíso en la 
tierra, después del gran Armagedón. 
Más de cien años anunciando eso y 
nada, aún estamos esperando. No se 
asombre que desde el principio que 
usted se haga testigo lo van abarro-
tar de libros, folletos, revistas, que se 
los cobrarán poco a poco. Recuerde 
amigo, que para esta organización 
nada es gratis. Un  miembro de la 
misma secta lo instruirá y ya jamás 
lo dejará solo. El adoctrinamiento 
y el lavado del cerebro es tal, que 
ya usted podrá dejar morir a un ser 
querido, porque las transfusiones de 
sangre están prohibidas; dejará de 
tener vida familiar, pues ya se aca-
baron celebraciones de cumpleaños, 
navidad, año nuevo, etc. Todo esto 
porque a JEHOVA NO LE AGRADA. 
Existen cinco horas de reunión 
semanal de adoctrinamiento y 
enseñanza. Estas enseñanzas están 
basadas en su biblia. Su biblia se 
llama traducción de las sagradas 
escrituras del Nuevo Mundo. Esta 
biblia, no se le puede llamar así, 

está llena de errores  
enormes; viola las 
más sencillas reglas 
del hebreo y griego 
original; está llena de 
corchetes para hacer 
sus explicaciones que 
van a favorecer su 
doctrina; en pocas 
palabras es una 
biblia falsa. Muchos 
preguntarán; bueno, 
y ¿Cómo el padre 
Raúl sabe todas estas cosas sobre 
los testigos de Jehová, acaso estuvo 
allí? Como dicen algunos hermanos 
mexicanos, ¡ni lo mande Dios...! Sólo 
que existen cientos de testimonios 
de personas que han estado en esta 
secta y narran lo que han sufrido allí. 
Eso por una parte, por otra, existen 
las revistas y documentos publicados 
por ellos hace algunos años; pienso 
que estas publicaciones son ahora su 
peor enemigo, si hace muchos años 
fueron sus aliados, hoy los traicionan 
su propios escritos. Por ejemplo, los 
testigos de Jehová presumen de ser 
profetas, sólo ver la revista Atalaya 
de 1962 edición 212 pagina 15. Se di-
cen que los dirigentes son iluminados 
de Dios y ven la armonía, que Dios 

les permite ver y entender. Atalaya 
en el artículo “Los testigos de Jehová 
en el propósito de Dios”, pagina 22. 
Uno de los más lamentables errores 
de los testigos es afi rmar, que no se 
puede entender la Biblia sin antes no 
se leen los libros de la “Torre”. Esto 
se encuentra en la revista Atalaya, 
Septiembre 15 de 1910. Para termi-
nar este artículo y continuar dentro 
de quince días, solo me gustaría 
precisar, que los Testigos de Jehová 
se han justifi cado de sus errores e 
imprecisiones doctrinales y profecías 
durante toda su existencia, precis-
amente porque han fallado y no se 
ha cumplido nada, afi rmando que 
Dios les está dando más iluminación 
y entendimiento y que la revelación 
les viene progresivamente. Pero una 
cosa es progresivamente y otra es 
contraria o contradictoria, una cosa 
es que Dios les esté iluminando, otra 
que les esté cambiando la luz a otro 
lado. Según las Sagradas Escrituras, 
sabemos que un profeta es verdadero 
cuando se cumple su profecía; los 
testigos de Jehová no tienen ni han 
tenido ninguno, pues ninguna de 
ellas se ha cumplido.

Por Padre Raúl 
Sánchez
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Las primeras impresiones; impactos duraderos
Una carta del Director Ejecutivo de Caridades Católicas Oklahoma City

Ha sido ya casi un año desde que me uní a Cari-
dades Católicas de la Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma. 
¡Qué camino ha sido! En primer lugar, la cálida 
recepción por parte del equipo talentoso y compa-
sivo, el enorme legado de excelencia dada por Tim 
O’Connor, y la oportunidad de desafi ar al equipo 
de nuevas maneras fueron todas maravillosas 
primeras impresiones. Permítanme compartir con 
ustedes algunas impresiones acerca de sus Cari-
dades Católicas que a lo mejor no conocen.

En primer lugar, todas las agencias de Caridades 
Católicas son únicas. En conjunto, las agencias de 
Caridades Católicas de los Estados Unidos consti-
tuyen el mayor proveedor de servicios humanos de 
la nación. Cada uno utiliza sus recursos de mane-
ra efi ciente, pero su agencia es única:

• El 90 por ciento de cada dólar que se gasta en 
la asistencia del cliente o los servicios de apoyo al 
cliente.

• El 65 por ciento del presupuesto normal, es 
dado por la generosidad de los feligreses de esta 
Arquidiócesis.

• El 8 por ciento de los fondos vienen a través 
del gobierno — a nivel nacional esto promedia el 
65 por ciento.

Esto le da a su agencia una gran estabilidad, y 
gran propiedad de su enfoque y trabajo. Gracias a 
su generosidad, Caridades Católicas de la Ar-
quidiócesis de Oklahoma City pueden responder 
rápidamente según las necesidades de la comu-
nidad, sobre todo en tiempos de desastre, no de 
acuerdo con un contrato de fi nanciación.

¡Gracias por el apoyo en la oración y su gene-
rosidad que hemos experimentado a raíz de las 
tormentas de mayo! Muchos de nuestros veci-
nos se vieron afectados, sobre todo los que están 
en la Iglesia Católica de San Andrés en Moore, 
Santa María en El Reno, San Benito en Shawnee 
y Nuestra Señora de los Dolores en Chandler. 
Con un gran apoyo de toda la red de agencias de 
Caridades Católicas (Joplin, Mo., Brownsville, 
Texas, Indianápolis, Ind., y más), junto con nuestra 
diócesis hermana de Tulsa, Caridades Católicas ha 
proveído de personal hasta cinco diferentes Cen-
tros de Recursos para Multi-Agencias de durante 
10 horas al día durante cinco semanas o más du-
rante la fase de socorro inmediato. A través de este 
proceso nos conectamos con más de 3.400 familias 
afectadas, más de 10.500 residentes de Oklahoma 
y se desembolsaron un poco más de $400.000. Pero 
la recuperación total lleva tiempo, un estimado de 
18 a 24 meses y más tiempo para algunos. Así que 

sus Caridades Católicas ofrecen gestión a largo 
plazo de recuperación de caso a los afectados, para 
escuchar sus historias y compartir sus cargas, 
identifi car las necesidades inmediatas y a largo 
plazo, conectarlos con una miríada de organismos 
de apoyo y recursos, incluyendo aquellos que tan 
generosamente han compartido, para que puedan 
rehacer su vida y seguir adelante.

Enormes recursos han sido puestos a dis-
posición. Una colección nacional tomada a través 
de la Iglesia Católica de EE.UU. ha traído has-
ta aquí $ 5.1 millones en recursos para nuestra 
arquidiócesis ( ¡nuestros vecinos en la Diócesis 
de Tulsa proporcionaron más de $ 235.000!). Sus 
Caridades Católicas ha colaborado estrechamente 
con la Cruz Roja Americana local, el Ejército de 
Salvación, la Iglesia Metodista Unida en Okla-
homa, y nuestros grandes socios, la Sociedad de 
San Vicente de Pablo y los Caballeros de Colón, 
para ayudar a satisfacer las necesidades de los 
afectados. Estamos comprometidos a asegurar que 
las donaciones recibidas para la recuperación de 
tornados sólo se utilicen para este fi n. No vamos 
a mezclar y ni combinar nuestros recursos. Las 
próximas operaciones de la agencia de la Campaña 
Anual de fondos para nuestros programas de la 
agencia 13, junto con fi nes administrativos.

En tiempos de desastre, estoy orgulloso de decir 
que otros 13 programas de esta agencia no se 
detienen. A través de estos programas, Caridades 
Católicas ha atendido a más de 16.000 de sus com-
pañeros de Oklahoma de varias maneras:

• Seiscientas mujeres y mujeres con niños que 
se enfrentan sin hogar visitan anualmente nuestro 
Santuario Centro de Desarrollo de la Mujer, una 
llegada al refugio, en el sur de Oklahoma City. En 
promedio, 90 mujeres entran en la gestión de casos 
en el Santuario para ayudar a abordar las cuestio-
nes y las barreras para su éxito. Cada mes, de 12 
a 15 mujeres a lograr una vivienda permanente 
— pero continúanos a caminar con ellas, ya que 
no consideramos que esto sea un éxito hasta que 
permanezcan en la vivienda ¡durante al menos 
seis meses!

• Nuestra Casa de la Sagrada Familia en Mid-
west City hace la transición a un medio ambiente 
seguro para un máximo de 20 mujeres y sus hijos 
hasta los dos años. A cada una se le proporciona 
servicios de apoyo integrales para abordar plena-
mente las condiciones que las llevaron a nosotros. 
Tuvimos la bendición de traer cinco recién naci-
dos en el mundo a través de Nuestra Casa de la 

Sagrada Fami- 
lia, ayudamos a 
mujeres jóvenes 
a graduarse de la 
escuela prepara-
toria y habilita-
mos a otras mu-
jeres a empezar 
de nuevo con la 
escuela o capa- 
citación para el 
trabajo.

• Nuestro 
programa de 
Reasentamiento 
de Refugiados 
ayudaron a 150 
recién llegados 
el año pasado. En promedio 40 clientes cada mes 
reciben apoyo para ayudarlos en la transición 
a la vida en los EE.UU. Más de 60 refugiados 
obtuvieron un empleo de tiempo completo en los 
últimos meses.

• Servicios de Inmigración Legal atiende a más 
de 100 clientes por mes, fortaleciendo a las fami-
lias y ayudando a nuestros clientes a navegar el 
sistema legal complejo y confuso.

• Consejería San José vio 231 clientes en los 
últimos dos meses. Nuestro personal entreno a 
otras 18 personas en las técnicas de prevención de 
suicidio QPR, que tendrán un impacto en cada es-
cuela católica en esta arquidiócesis. La Consejería 
de San José también ha comenzado a llegar a 10 
ciudades / parroquias con terapia individual y de 
parejas, en algunos casos, en español, a Guymon, 
Woodward, Ponca City, Clinton, Enid, Ada, Ard-
more, Norman, Chickasha y, pronto, Shawnee.

Nada de esto ocurre sin el apoyo de sus ora-
ciones y de su generosidad. Cada donación grande 
y pequeña hace una diferencia en las vidas de los 
que nos encontramos. Todos nosotros en Caridades 
Católicas tomamos en serio la responsabilidad de 
nuestro privilegio de servir a los demás en nombre 
de Cristo. Gracias por su generoso apoyo, que Dios 
bendiga ricamente a su compasión.

Atentamente,

Patrick J. Raglow
Director Ejecutivo

Patrick J. Raglow

¡Nuestra Fe Necesita Compartirse!
Seguimos Compartiendo las palabras del Papa Francisco para la próxima Jornada Misionera Mundial

El 20 de octubre de este año se celebrará la 87ª 
Jornada Misionera Mundial. Esta celebración será 
dentro de las actividades de clausura del Año de 
la Fe. Para esa celebración el Papa Francisco ha 
preparado un hermoso mensaje y en la edición 
del 18 de agosto del Sooner Catholic comencé a 
compartir sus palabras con ustedes. He aquí el 
segundo segmento de ese mensaje.

                                 ****
4. En nuestra época, la movilidad generaliza-

da y la facilidad de comunicación a través de los 
nuevos medios de comunicación han mezclado 
entre sí los pueblos, el conocimiento, las experien-
cias. Por motivos de trabajo, familias enteras se 
trasladan de un continente a otro; los intercambi-
os profesionales y culturales, así como el turismo 
y otros fenómenos análogos empujan a un gran 
movimiento de personas. A veces es difícil, in-                     
cluso para las comunidades parroquiales, conocer 
de forma segura y profunda a quienes están de 
paso o a quienes viven de forma permanente en el 
territorio. Además, en áreas cada vez más grandes 
de las regiones tradicionalmente cristianas crece 
el número de los que son ajenos a la fe, indifer-

entes a la dimensión religiosa o animados por 
otras creencias. Por tanto, no es raro que algunos 
bautizados escojan estilos de vida que les alejan de 
la fe, convirtiéndolos en necesitados de una “nueva 
evangelización”. A esto se suma el hecho de que a 
una gran parte de la humanidad todavía no le ha 
llegado la buena noticia de Jesucristo. Y que vivi-
mos en una época de crisis que afecta a muchas 
áreas de la vida, no sólo la economía, las fi nan-
zas, la seguridad alimentaria, el medio ambiente, 
sino también la del sentido profundo de la vida 
y los valores fundamentales que la animan. La 
convivencia humana está marcada por tensiones 
y confl ictos que causan inseguridad y fatiga para 

encontrar el camino hacia una paz estable. En esta 
situación tan compleja, donde el horizonte del pre-
sente y del futuro parece estar cubierto por nubes 
amenazantes, se hace aún más urgente el llevar 
con valentía a todas las realidades, el Evangelio de 
Cristo, que es anuncio de esperanza, reconci-
liación, comunión; anuncio de la cercanía de Dios, 
de su misericordia, de su salvación; anuncio de 
que el poder del amor de Dios es capaz de vencer 
las tinieblas del mal y conducir hacia el camino 
del bien. El hombre de nuestro tiempo necesita 
una luz fuerte que ilumine su camino y que sólo 
el encuentro con Cristo puede darle. Traigamos a 
este mundo, a través de nuestro testimonio, con 
amor, la esperanza que se nos da por la fe. La na-
turaleza misionera de la Iglesia no es proselitista, 
sino testimonio de vida que ilumina el camino, que 
trae esperanza y amor. La Iglesia –lo repito una 
vez más– no es una organización asistencial, una 
empresa, una ONG, sino que es una comunidad de 
personas, animadas por la acción del Espíritu San-
to, que han vivido y viven la maravilla del encuen-
tro con Jesucristo y desean compartir esta experi-
encia de profunda alegría, compartir el mensaje de 
salvación que el Señor nos ha dado. Es el Espíritu 
Santo quién guía a la Iglesia en este camino.

Por Pedro A. Moreno, OP, MRE
Director del Ministerio Hispano

Papa Francis. (CNS foto / Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters)
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The Catholic Founda-

cornerstone
Donating real estate

   Donating real estate can be a winning 
situation for the donor. Consider some of the 
benefi ts:

• The donor can provide a sizeable gift 
without sacrifi cing liquidity.

• Donors who contribute long-term capital 
gain property (real estate they have held for 
more than one year as an investment) – gen-
erally can deduct the property’s fair market 
value up to 30 percent of the donor’s ad-
justed gross income. Excess deductions can 
be carried forward up to fi ve years after the 
donation. 

• The donor avoids realizing capital gain on 
the property.

• The donor realizes a quick liquidation of 
assets.

• Donated property is excluded from the 
donor’s taxable estate.

• The donor is free from burdensome prop-
erty-management duties and selling issues. 

   The greatest benefi t of donating real estate 
is the satisfaction you receive from your gift 
to the Catholic Church and investing in the 
future of your faith. 

   For more information on Planned Giving contact:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma, Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405)721-4115  www.cfook.org  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please Remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in Your Estate Plans

Catholic Foundation offers 
Continuing Education course

The Catholic Foundation is again 
presenting a Continuing Education 
Program this fall entitled Estate 
Planning 2013. The program will be 
Nov. 8, 2013, from 8:00 a.m. to noon 
at the Catholic Pastoral Conference 
Center.   The course is geared toward 
attorneys, accountants, fi nancial 
planners and trust offi cers. The cost 
for this course is $50 in advance and 
$75 at the door. 

The presenting sponsor for the 
course is The Private Bank at Bank 
of Oklahoma. Charles A. “Clary” Redd 
will present the course. Redd concen-
trates his practice in estate planning, 
estate and trust administration and 
estate and trust-related litigation. 
He has extensive experience and 
expertise in the drafting of wills, 
trust instruments, durable powers 
of attorney, marital agreements and 
other estate planning documents. He 
also serves as co-chair of the Editorial 
Advisory Board of Trusts & Estates 
magazine. He speaks and writes 
frequently on topics in the trusts and 
estates fi eld.

Course Topics include “Planning in 
the Penumbra of Permanent Exemp-
tions and Portability.” This subject 
will include the estate planning 
provisions of the American Taxpayer 
Relief Act of 2012 (including “porta-
bility”), President Barack Obama’s 
estate planning “hit list,” new marital 
deduction opportunities and obsta-
cles, important recent developments 
in the fi eld of asset protection (espe-
cially in connection with inherited 

IRAs) and the use (and misuse) of 
defi ned value formula clauses.  The 
second course topic is “Drafting and 
Administering Discretionary Trusts 
(Including Incentive Trusts).”  Sub-
jects to be covered in this session will 
include absolute discretion vs. ascer-
tainable standards in making dis-
tributions, whether other resources 
may or must be considered in making 
distributions, the effect of spendthrift 
provisions and use of trust disposi-
tive provisions for protection against 
claims of benefi ciaries’ creditors and 
to promote (or to discourage) certain 
behaviors by benefi ciaries.  The third 
topic and fourth hour of the morning 
session is entitled “Ethical Traps in 
Estate Planning and Estate Adminis-
tration – From the Obvious to the Ar-
cane.”  This will qualify for one hour 
of ethics and will include the duty to 
fi le an amended tax return, a lawyer’s 
maintaining custody of original es-
tate planning documents, the extent 
to which a lawyer may or must go in 
protecting clients from themselves, a 
lawyer’s duty to non-clients and the 
unique issues that arise in represent-
ing disabled clients.

This course has been approved by 
the Mandatory Continuing Legal 
Education Commission of Oklahoma 
for a maximum of 4.00 credit hours, 
of which 1.00 hour is credit covering 
ethics. 

For more information, contact the 
Catholic Foundation at (405) 721-
4115 or email mmills@archokc.org.  
Or, register online at www.cfook.org.  

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcast-
ing expands Spanish Catholic 
Radio

Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 
has expanded its broadcasting of 
Spanish Catholic Radio in Oklahoma 
City.  Beginning on Monday, Sept. 
2, Oklahoma Catholic Broadcasting 
started broadcasting at 1:00 p.m. un-
til station sign-off at dusk, Monday 
through Friday, on KTLR AM 890.  

“We are very excited about the 
opportunity to serve the Spanish 
speaking people in our listening 
area,” Oklahoma Catholic Broad-
casting president Jeff Finnell said 
in an email.  “We are carrying 
EWTN’s line-up of Spanish Catholic 
programs.  We are also continuing 
to broadcast the Holy Sacrifi ce of 
the Mass in Spanish at 12:00 noon 
on Sundays. It is our hope to begin 
broadcasting a local Mass on Sunday 
from Sacred Heart Parish in Okla-
homa City in the very near future.  
KTLR AM 890 has a very strong sig-
nal and has a listening area covering 
a 100 mile radius of Oklahoma City.”

Saint Thomas More to host 
event for Catholic OU law stu-
dents and professors

Saint Thomas More University 
Parish and Student Center will 
coordinate an event for Catholic 
law students and professors of the 
University of Oklahoma. The event is 
slated for 7 p.m. Sept. 26 at the home 
of a law professor. The wine-and-
cheese evening is open not only to 
current law students and professors, 
but to alumni, as well.

“This will be a great opportunity 
for Catholic OU law students and 
professors to connect,” said Saint 
Thomas More development director 
Rebekah Scaperlanda. “It’s also a 
great opportunity for Saint Thomas 
More Campus Ministry to see how 
we can better serve law students in 
their faith formation. It will also pro-
vide an opportunity for alumni to not 
only see old professors, but to meet 
students who might need mentoring 
as they transition to attorney life and 
learn to balance work life, home life 
and faith life.”

For more information, contact 
Scaperlanda at Rebekah.STM@
gmail.com or (405) 321-0990 ext. 206. 

Heart of the City Campaign to 
benefi t Dorothy Day Center

Those who work for the city of 
Oklahoma City may designate The 
Dorothy Day Center as their work-
place giving in the upcoming Heart 
of the City campaign. Designate the 
Center a recipient by checking this 
important number, HOTC 9226. The 
Center is part of the Regional Food 
Bank federation of partner agencies 
and is Saint Charles Borromeo’s 
all-volunteer food ministry. Since the 
Center’s founding in 2005, approx-
imately 100,000 people have been 
assisted with emergency food help, 
in particular those who do not have 
transportation to a local food pantry.  
The campaign will run through the 
month of October.

Red Mass slated for Sept. 21
On Saturday, Sept. 21, 2013, a Red 

Mass will be celebrated at the regu-
larly scheduled 5:00 p.m. Mass at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help, Oklahoma City.  Archbishop 
Coakley will preside.  A reception 
will follow in the Connor Center.  In 
the United States, a Red Mass for 
judges, attorneys and government 
offi cials is traditionally celebrated 
to coincide with the convening of the 
United States Supreme Court on the 
fi rst Monday in October.  The Red 
Mass takes its name from the red 
vestments worn at the Mass, symbol-
ic of the tongues of fi re that descend-
ed on the apostles at Pentecost. The 
Mass will be dedicated to seeking 
guidance from the Holy Spirit for all 
who seek justice, and offers the op-
portunity to refl ect on what Catholics 
believe is the responsibility of all in 
the legal profession.  

St. John Nepomuk to host 
annual Czech Mass, kolache sale 
and craft show

Saint John Neopomuk Catholic 
Church in Yukon, Okla., will honor 
the people of Czech descent with a 
special Mass at 10:20 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 29.  The Rev. John Michalicka, 
retired, will celebrate the Mass.  The 
homily will be presented in Czech as 
well as English and everyone is invit-
ed to dress in their traditional Czech 
Kroj.  After Mass, Saint John’s Altar 
Society will host a reception in Mar-
ion Hall to honor our Czech heritage 
and the patron saint for whom the 
parish is named.  Coffee and kolache 
(traditional Czech pastry) will be 
served.

The Altar Society’s annual Kolache 
Sale is 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
4, in the church school gym.  The 
kolache are made by the women of 
the parish and are $12.00 per dozen.  
The church school is located at 600 
Garth Brooks Blvd.  Kolache will also 
be sold on Saturday, Oct. 5, in the 
Altar Society’s booth at the Annual 
Czech Festival in downtown Yukon.

The Altar Society’s annual Craft 
Show is 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 12, in the church school gym 
at 600 Garth Brooks Blvd, Yukon, 
OK.  The show will feature 50 to 60 
vendors with a large variety of items 
including seasonal items, jewelry and 
unique handmade items.  For more 
information, call Patsy Ryan at (405) 
834-3528.

Holy Innocents seeks adorers
Holy Innocents’ Chapel is a per-

petual Eucharistic adoration chapel 
located at 6114 N.W. 63rd St., Warr 
Acres, OK, 73132, and sits about 20 
feet from the only abortion clinic in 
Oklahoma County.  We are in need of 
committed adorers and substitutes. 
To inquire regarding scheduling 
opportunities or other questions, 
contact Toni Harrelson, adoration 
coordinator at (405) 341-2199.

Catholics Returning Home
St. Charles Borromeo Parish is 

offering an informal discussion group 
for people who are interested in 
returning to the Church. The group 
will be meeting on Tuesday, October 
1, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Kast-
ner Room. The remaining dates are 
Oct. 8, Oct. 15, Oct. 22, and Oct 29. 
This is an open forum for people to 
discuss why they left the Church and 
to investigate the possibility of re-
turning. For more information please 
contact the parish offi ce at 789-2595.

Briefs
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Calendar
SEPTEMBER

15 Our Lady of LaVang Mass and 
Celebration at Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help at 11:45 a.m.

21 Catechetical Congress for Reli-
gious Education Teachers at Epipha-
ny parish 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

21 The Red Mass will be celebrat-
ed at the regularly scheduled 5 pm 
Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, Oklahoma City.  
Archbishop Coakley will preside.  A 
reception will follow in the Connor 
Center. 

21 St. Charles Catholic Singles 
(and friends) Dance, 5054 N. Grove 

Ave., OKC.  Gathering  from 7 - 8 
p.m. Music begins at 8 p.m. and last 
dance at 11 p.m.  Further informa-
tion; call Al: (405) 631-0763.

23 Padre Pio Mass. A procession 
and Mass for the celebration of the 
Feast of Padre Pio will be at 6:30 pm 
at Holy Family Church, Lawton. A 
blessing with the relic and reception 
will take place after the  Mass.  For 
more information call (580) 536-6351.  
Holy Family Church, 1010 NW 82nd 
Street, Lawton, OK 73505.

25 40 Days for Life begins

26 Bingo at St. James Catholic 
Church, 41st and S. McKinley Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Food and Beverages 

reasonably priced will be served at 
5:45 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:30 p.m. 

26 40 Days for Life Kickoff event 
at the Connor Center 3214 N Lake 
in Oklahoma City at 7p.m. All are 
invited.

27-29 Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center begins 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day and ends 4:30 p.m. Sunday, after 
Mass.  Call the Offi ce of Family Life 
for registration (405) 721-5651.

28 Friends of the Poor Walk 9 a.m. 
at All Saints Catholic School, Nor-
man. Register at the event or pre-reg-
ister and donate online at www.
StVincentde PaulOKC.org.

29 Annual Czech Mass at St. John 
Neopomuk Caholic Church, Yukon at 
10:20 a.m.

29 Young Adult Mass and Cook-
out with Archbishop Coakley at 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 2:30-7 p.m. 
There will be two speakers before 
Mass and dinner.

Job Box
Pastoral Care, Lead 
St. Anthony Shawnee Hospital 
is seeking a Pastoral Care, Lead, 
responsible for development and 
implementation of a continuum of 
spiritual care services to carry out 
our Mission and Values by providing 
spiritual and emotional support to 
patients, families, visitors and hos-
pital employees by witnessing as a 
Christian and fostering holistic care 
of the patient in conjunction with 
other hospital personnel.  This posi-
tion requires a Bachelor’s Degree and 
a minimum of 4 units of Clinical Pas-
toral Education (CPE).  Experience 
in a hospital setting as well as board 
certifi cation with a national chaplain 
association are preferred.  To apply 
go to www.stanthonyshawnee.com.

Part-time cafeteria help 
Bishop McGuinness Cafeteria 
is taking applications for part-time 
cafeteria help. If interested contact 
Laura Scott by email lscott@bmchs.

org or call 842-6656 for an appoint-
ment.

Youth Ministry Coordinator 
St. Monica Church, Edmond, seeks 
a full-time Youth Ministry Coordi-
nator.  Position requires night and 
weekend work as well as appropriate 
offi ce hours as agreed upon with the 
Pastor.  Degree or certifi cation in 
youth ministry or theology and mini-
mum of one year experience in youth 
ministry is preferred.  Send resumes 
together with at least two reference 
letters to: Rev. Stephen Hamilton, 
St. Monica Church, 2001 N. Western 
Ave., Edmond, OK 73012.

Director of Vocational Services 
The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a Director of Vocational 
Services.The Director of Vocational 
Services is responsible for operations 
management of vocational programs 
for developmentally disabled adults.  
This includes providing adequate 

staffi ng, marketing, budgeting, 
inventory & supply management 
and oversight of retail operations.  
Additionally, the Director must be 
cognizant of regulatory compliance 
for State Use Programs & Develop-
mental Disabilities Service Division 
(DDSD) guidelines.  If interested, 
email your resume to HR@cfl inc.org.

Temporary Full Time Disaster 
Case Managers -4 Positions 
Catholic Charities an opportunity 
exists for a creative and energetic so-
cial service provider to provide case 
management services in our Long 
Term Recovery Disaster Case Man-
agement program.  Requires a degree 
in social work or a related fi eld and 
the ability to establish and maintain 
relationships with local community 
service providers.
Interested applicants should submit 
resumes to Human Resources, Cath-
olic Charities, 1501 N. Classen Boule-
vard, Oklahoma City, OK, 73106. For 

more information contact: nlargent@
catholiccharitiesok.org 

Faith Community Health Minis-
try Coordinator 
Catholic Charities seeks a coor-
dinator for the Faith Community 
Health Ministry programs (formerly 
Faith Community Nursing).  Ap-
plicants must be a graduate of an 
accredited school or college with a 
degree in Nursing or related fi eld (i.e. 
Community Health/Public Health).  
Experience in program development 
is required.  The successful candidate 
will possess excellent verbal and 
written communication skills; have 
a working knowledge of the commu-
nities, parishes and Archdiocesan 
services; must be a practicing Cath-
olic engaged in continuing spiritual 
formation.  Send cover letter, resume 
and salary history to Human Re-
sources, 1501 N. Classen Blvd, OKC, 
73106. or nlargent@catholiccharitie-
sok.org. EOE

For a full calendar and up-to-
date

jobs box, visit 
soonercatholic.org
or use this
QR Code
with your
smart phone.
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Syro-Malabar Catholic Church in OKC offers a taste of In-

Editor’s Note: This is the third in a series of 
articles to explore the various ways in which the 
Mass is celebrated throughout the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City. The fi rst article featured the 
Edmond parish Saint Damien of Molokai, where 
the Extraordinary Form of the Latin Rite Mass is 
said each Sunday. The second featured the Nor-
man parish Our Lady of Lebanon, a Maronite Rite 
parish.

OKLAHOMA CITY (Sunday, Sept. 9, 2013)  — At 
Holy Family Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, Mass 
is celebrated every other Sunday in Malayalam, 
an Indian dialect.  The incense is heavy, the music 
authentic and the women are dressed in colorful 
and elaborate saris.  Decorations remain from 
last Sunday’s celebration of the Feast of the Holy 
Family.  Pink, yellow, blue and green fabric strips 
adorn the walls and ceiling.  

Sunday worship begins at 9:30 a.m. with Ben-
ediction and the recitation of the rosary in Mala-
yalam.  For the entire half hour, an altar server 
kneels before the monstrance and incenses the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Since Pope Francis has asked 
that both prayer and penance be offered to pray 
for world peace, the congregation prays the last 
decade of the rosary with arms uplifted and ex-
tended. These are prayerful people.

Father Kuriakose Kumbakeel, pastor, explains 
that the ancient liturgy in use here dates back to 
the earliest days of Christianity when the apostle 
Thomas brought the Christian faith to the people 
of India.  Many of the parishioners here are orig-
inally from the area around Kerela in Southern 
India.  This is a small parish with “46 families, 
about 140 people,” Father Kumbakeel explains.

Mass in this rite is referred to as the Holy Qur-
bana, meaning holy sacrifi ce, offering.  For those 
who do not understand the Indian dialect in use 
here this Sunday, books are located in the pews 
which offer an English translation alongside the 
Malayalam.  

There are two altars in this rite, both of them in 
the center of the front of the church.  At the lower 
altar, or Bema, the priest prays what is essential-
ly the Liturgy of the Word and faces the people.  
After the Creed, he goes up to the sanctuary, or 
Madbha, where he will pray facing the altar.

The congregation prays standing, kneeling only 
for the penitential “Service of Reconciliation” that 
precedes Communion.  All rise, and the priest 
turns to face the congregation and says, “Brothers 
and sisters, the Holy Church invites you to receive 
the Body and Blood of the Son of God, with faith 

in the heavenly kingdom.”  Communion is dis-
tributed only by the priest and only by intinction.  
The host is partially dipped in the wine by the 
priest who then places the host on the tongue of 
each communicant.  Each person comes forward, 
bows and hears the priest say, “May the Body and 
Blood of Christ be unto the forgiveness of sins and 
eternal life.”  

The Mass itself takes a little more than an hour 
and a half, and, just as it was preceded by the ro-
sary, it is followed by a prayer for priests and the 
“Offi ce of the Dead.”  Families will then remain so 
that children can attend religious instruction.  

For these families, there is no urge to hurry 
away.  

Ann Philips explains that “The best thing about 
this place is that everyone gets involved in every-
thing.”  Ann is one of the original organizers of 
the parish.  Her husband Joe is a member of the 
parish council, which is also meeting today after 
Mass.  On the agenda are plans for the 2014 Inter 
Parish Sports Festival.  Syro-Malabar parishes 
will meet here in Oklahoma City in the spring, 
coming from Houston, Dallas, San Antonio and 
Austin. People of all ages will compete for prizes 
in volleyball, basketball, soccer, badminton, table 
tennis and chess.  

Stanley Tommy, former youth group leader, says 

that activities like these help foster the Indian 
culture. “Young people need a foundation some-
where,” he points out.

Also on hand today were 13 members  of the 
Medical Sisters of Saint Joseph, a nursing order 
headquartered in India.  Two of these sisters in 
beautiful blue habits serve as catechists at Holy 
Family.  This is in addition to their regular duties 
as nurses.  Sister Rosemilla, one of the local supe-
riors, explains that the sisters have two residences 
in Northwest Oklahoma City and that they are 
on the nursing staff at Mercy and Saint Antho-
ny Hospitals as well as Saint Ann’s Retirement 
Center.

This faith community of Holy Family parish is 
the center of family life for these people.  Josey 
Thomas drives from Yukon each Sunday where 
his son attends school at Saint John Nepomuk.  
Philip Antony, one of the founding members of the 
parish, explains that Holy Family parish “gives us 
a chance to keep our traditions and our culture.” 
 J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

By J.E. Helm
For the Sooner Catholic

Fr. Kumbakeel alternated praying facing the back altar and the front altar. 

Parishioners and the Medical Sisters of St. Joseph, who serve on the nursing staff of several area healthcare facili-
ties, celebrate Mass at Holy Family.

Women and young girls wear beautiful traditional Indi-
an dress to church. 


