
Sooner Catholic
soonercatholic.org  archokc.orgSeptember 3, 2017    

Go Make Disciples

Catholic youth inspired by 
Fr. Rother’s life

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Fifth through eighth grade classes of Saint Mary Catholic School, Ponca City, 
visit the original grave of Fr. Rother in Okarche. Photo provided.

Youth from around the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City are seeing 
their faith strengthened as they 
witness firsthand the process of 
beatification for the Venerable 
Servant of God Stanley Rother. 
The beatification is an exciting 
event for a generation of youth 
who sometimes find it difficult to 
relate to the lives of saints, who 
they say can seem ancient or too 
perfect.

Students at Holy Trinity Catholic 
School in Okarche, where Father 
Rother attended, walk the same 
hallways Father Rother once did 
as a child. Mackenzie Schneit-
er, an eighth grade student at 
Holy Trinity, said Father Rother’s 
choice to stay with his people in 
Guatemala, even in the face of 
death, inspires her faith. 

“I’m very fortunate,” Schneiter 
said, “that I live in the communi-
ty where he was born, in fact, we 
are distantly related. Living here, I 
have had the opportunity to hear 
so many stories about Father Stan 
from people who knew him, went 
to school with him and went to 
church with him. In all of those 
stories, what has spoken to me, is 
that he was really just an ordinary 
guy with an extraordinary faith 
and love for God.”

A local, modern day saint-in-
the-making, Oklahoma youth find 
themselves immersed in stories 
and artifacts of Father Rother. 
They are able to interact with 
people who knew Father Rother 
and speak to his faithfulness. This 
brings to life the potential for a 

new, modern saint to whom they 
can relate and rekindle their fervor 
for their Catholic faith. 

“He got it,” Schneiter says, “He 
knew the most important thing in 
this world was sharing his faith 
with everyone, but especially the 
people of Guatemala. The way he 
lived and died is such an example 
to all of us.” 

Schneiter’s classmate, Abby 
McIlvaine, agrees, “Every morning 
when I walk into school, I see the 
picture of him, and I ask myself, 
‘what can I do today to be like 
Father Rother?’ And, that becomes 
the mindset of my day.”

McIlvaine says Father Rother 
has helped her realize anybody can 
become a saint. Most importantly, 
she said, “you don’t have to be a 
recognized saint to help other peo-
ple in need.” 

In May of this year, the fifth 
through eighth grade classes of 
Saint Mary Catholic School in Pon-
ca City visited the original grave of 
Father Rother in Okarche before 
his body was exhumed this past 
spring. 

Principal Marilyn Nash said 
many of their students were “able 
to relate to the fact that Father 
Rother began his life as a farm 
boy in a small town in Oklahoma.” 
Their field trip was a chance for 
the students at Saint Mary to “see 
how God does use ordinary people 
for extraordinary purposes.”

In Guatemala, Father Rother’s 
witness has inspired an increase in 
vocations.

“The faith really came alive in the 
parish (in Guatemala),” said 

continued on page 3

Oklahoma 
seminarians 
reflect on life 
of Fr. Rother

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Jerome Krug
Pontifical North American Col-

lege, Rome
Krug grew up listening to 

stories about saints who were 
always from other parts of the 
world. One day, while sitting in 
religion class at Mount Saint 
Mary Catholic High School in 
Oklahoma City, Krug heard the 
story of Father Stanley Rother, 
a fellow Oklahoman who was 
on his way to gaining martyr-
dom. 

For Krug, the reality that 
Father Rother grew up a mere 
30-40 minutes from where he 
lived, and was called to serve 
the people of 
Oklahoma, was 
another affir-
mation that the 
priesthood was 
God’s chosen 
vocation for his 
life.

Going into 
his seventh 
year of semi-
nary, Krug said, “As I get closer 
to being ordained a priest, I 
get more confident this is what 
God is calling me to do, but I 
also get more and more of a 
holy fear of what I’m being en-
trusted with as a priest.”

Krug said Father Rother’s 
story helps to relieve the pres-
sure and gives him comfort.

“I realize I just have to say 
‘yes’ to God in my life, howev-
er simple, average or normal 
it might be. God can and will 
use that just like he did with 
Father Rother.” 

For Krug, God is not looking 
for a big, fantastic, movie script 
kind of “yes,” but rather the 
“simple, every day ‘yes.’ This 
‘yes,’ may not be glamorous or 
make us stand out, but can 
ultimately make us a saint, like 
it did for Father Rother.” 

William Banowsky
Pontifical North American Col-

lege, Rome
Fellow seminarian, Will 

Banowsky, reflected on Father 
Rother’s life, admitting one 

Jerome Krug

continued on page 6



Sooner Catholic2 September 3, 2017

By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a Catholic Charities, at 
1232 N. Classen Blvd., in 
Oklahoma City, has weekly 
Mass at 11 a.m. every Friday 
in the chapel. Mass is open 
to the public. Check holiday 
schedule. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

It has been a few weeks since violent confrontations 
in Charlottesville, Va., drew our attention with re-
newed urgency to the troubling fact of racism in our 
society. These ugly events have been the latest man-
ifestation of an age-old wound in our national con-
sciousness caused by the sin of racism. 

Racism is an attitude of mind and heart that rejects 
the fundamental equality of all human beings. This 
basic equality is rooted in our shared dignity as per-
sons created in the image and likeness of God. We are 
members of the one human family. God is the Creator 
and Father of us all. We are brothers and sisters. 

Racism rejects these fundamental relationships. 
It is an offense against human solidarity that denies 
this radical equality and judges certain people as 
inferior or even inhuman based on their ancestry or 
skin color. Racism obviously has social consequenc-
es, but it is not merely a social problem. It is a sin. It 
is a grave sin. 

Racism is certainly not a uniquely American sin. 
It has been present throughout human history in 

every culture. It was the sin of racism expressed in 
the Aryan/Nazi ideology that lead to the slaughter of 
millions of Jews and others whom Hitler judged to be 
inferior. Racism blinds us. It engenders unspeakable 
suffering and injustice. But, it harms not only the 
victims of racist discrimination and violence, but also 
the perpetrators in whose hearts racism resides as a 
malignant and all-consuming cancer.

We cannot begin to 
address a problem until 
we acknowledge its 
existence. Racist atti-
tudes and behaviors 
are painful to acknowl-
edge. Racism surely can 
contribute to our fearful 
attitudes and mistrust 
of immigrants today. It 
was evident in the history 
of our nation’s treatment of American Indians. Deny-
ing to some segment of the human family the recog-
nition of their fundamental equality and even their 
humanity makes it easier to rationalize every sort of 
injustice. 

Events at Charlottesville brought to light troubling 
expressions of hatred and violence for all to see. They 
highlighted the danger of deepening racial divisions 
and mistrust in our time. Such manifestations are 
rooted in a painful history. They reflect our nation’s 

difficulty in coming to 
terms with the wounds 
and effects of slavery 
and racism. 

The enslavement 
of Africans who were 
brought involuntari-
ly to this land has 
been called America’s 
“original sin.” We are 
still grappling with 
the effects of that sin. 
These are very complex 
matters and I certainly 
don’t wish to oversim-
plify them. My purpose 
is simply to call atten-
tion to the reality of the 
sin of racism embed-
ded in our society and 
lurking in our hearts. 
We need to call it what 
it is.

On Aug. 23, Cardinal 
DiNardo, president of 
the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, 
announced the estab-
lishment of an Ad Hoc 
Committee Against 

Racism. Its purpose will be to engage the Church 
and our society to work together to challenge the sin 
of racism, to listen to those affected by racism, to 
seek reconciliation in Christ, and to have the grace 
to know and respect one another as brothers and 
sisters. I pray this new initiative will bear good fruit 
through repentance and a renewed commitment to 
seek healing and mutual understanding.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Racism is a sin

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Prayer for the Cause of 
Canonization of Father 

Stanley Rother

O God, fount of all holiness, 
make us each walk worthily 
in our vocation, through the 
intercession of your Saints, on 
whom you bestowed a great 
variety of graces on earth.

Having graced your Church 
with the life of your priest 
and martyr Stanley Rother, 
grant that by his intercession 
this humble flock may reach 
where the brave shepherd 
has gone.

Grant that your Church may 
proclaim him a saint living in 
your presence and interceding 
for us.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sept. 5 – Speak at Rotary 29 luncheon, 11:30 a.m., downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
Sept. 5 – Archdiocesan Review Board, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 5 – Jubilarian Dinner, 6 p.m., Will Rogers Theater, OKC
Sept. 7 – Archdiocesan School Advisory Council meeting, 7:30 a.m., CPC
Sept. 7 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Sept. 7 – Rother Beatification Team meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Sept. 9 – Mass and blessing of new statues, 5 p.m., St. Joseph, Ada
Sept. 10 – Our Lady of LaVang Mass and celebration, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual   

          Help, OKC
Sept. 12 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC
Sept. 12 – Department directors meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Sept. 12 – Oklahoma Conference of Churches communion leaders meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities   

          Offices, OKC
Sept. 12 – Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Sept. 13-14 – Catholic Relief Services Committee and Board meetings, Baltimore
Sept. 17 – Annual Youth Interfaith Tour, 1:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC

A Muslim woman prays at a makeshift memorial May 29 in Portland, Ore., for two men who 
were killed May 26 on a commuter train while they were trying to defend two young women 
from a man yelling racial epithets at them aboard a commuter train. Rick Best, a 53-year-old 
member of Christ the King Catholic Church, was one of the victims. CNS photo/Terray Sylves-
ter, Reuters.

Greetings from Catholic Chari-
ties! How desperately our commu-
nities need the unity of heart and 
mind offered by the Gospel mes-
sage of Jesus Christ in our present 
day! So much division, so much 
rancor, so little civility in our 
political and cultural landscape. 
Because of your support, Catho-
lic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City remains a place 
where such unity is practiced, and 
where practice demonstrates it can 
be done. 

Our staff represents a diversity 
of faith communities, but is Cath-
olic in action: any are welcome, 
all are served, regardless of race, 
gender or religion. Your generosity 
through the Catholic Charities An-
nual Appeal funds help and hope 
through nine service locations 
across the archdiocese. 

We realize there’s a bit of confu-
sion about the Catholic Charities 
Annual Appeal and the Annual 
Catholic Appeal (formerly ADF) – 
they are not the same! The Cath-
olic Charities Annual Appeal is 
the opportunity granted Catholic 
Charities by Archbishop Coakley 
to ask parishioners across the 
archdiocese for the resources that 
fund our daily operations.

The Annual Catholic Appeal 

funds the many good works other 
than those of Catholic Charities 
undertaken by the archdiocese. 
This Catholic Charities Annu-
al Appeal is our largest source 
of funding year after year. It is 
the lifeblood of our service to the 
community, ties us closely to our 
parishes and puts the “Catholic” in 
Catholic Charities. 

Many Catholic Charities agen-
cies across the country are funded 
more than 60 percent by state or 
federal governments (some by 90 
percent). Some have parish sup-
port at less than 3 percent of their 
overall budget.

Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City is your 
Catholic Charities precisely due 
to the generous support of our 
Catholic community. Indeed, our 
parish supporters, including you, 
comprise 34 percent of this past 
year’s budget (usually more than 
50 percent annually, but this past 
year money raised previously was 
used for ongoing 2013 tornado 
and 2015 flood survivor services). 
That’s a wonderful level of local 
Catholic support!

As always, we’re very efficient, 
with 91 percent of dollars raised 
going to client assistance or ser-
vices. 

It may feel you’re being asked 
and asked again to support this or 
that function or need. We certainly 
understand the environment, and 
do not take your generosity for 
granted. As our largest and most 
significant fundraising effort of the 
year, we are hoping for increases 
in both overall dollars raised and 
especially in the number of donors 
– many hands make light work!

If you have not given before, 
please consider helping this year 
– no gift is too small. If you are a 
long-time supporter, thank you for 
your past, ongoing and future sup-
port. We cannot serve more than 
12,130 of your neighbors in need 
without your generosity! 

I’ll close with the quote from our 
Holy Father Pope Francis: “I ask: 
please do more! Please, give more!” 
It is when we share our many 
blessings that they are multiplied. 
Thank you for being a blessing to 
those in need.    

Sincerely,

Executive Director, Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City
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HELP SAVE LIVES IN Oklahoma City! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40daysforlife.com/(Oklahomacity) 

You can protect mothers and children by 
joining this worldwide mobilization!  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired 750,000 volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results in 
20 coordinated campaigns: 

• 13,305 babies saved from abortion 
• 154 abortion workers converted 
• 86 abortion centers closed  

Here’s how to take part: 

• Vigil location: Outside 6112 N.W. 63rd 
St., Warr Acres, OK 73132 

• Vigil hours: 7 am to 7 pm daily 
• Local contact: Dale Dirkschneider,  

405-209-0309 
• Learn more and get involved by visiting 

our campaign at the address below! 

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father Rother saying Mass in Guatemala. As pastor of the mis-
sion, the insecurities of his difficult academic career had been tem-
pered, and confidence in the authenticity of his call as a missionary 
priest strengthened. As a priest friend recalled, “Stan blossomed 
when he became pastor.” His courage in facing down a hostile 
military government was well known to his people. In truth, Father 
Stan was not a political person. However, the Catholic radio station 

started at the mission and the training of catechists to trans-
mit the faith were considered dangerous as they had the 

audacity to educate. When catechists were suddenly tak-
en from their homes and executed, Father Rother min-
istered to the families of the victims. This, in turn, made 
him dangerous in the eyes of the totalitarian state.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

continued from page 1

the Most Rev. Anthony Tay-
lor, Bishop of Little Rock and 
formerly of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. “The parish 
was founded in 1547. Between 
1547 and 1981, there was 
not a single vocation to the 
priesthood from that parish in 
over 400 years. Since 1981, 
there have been nine priests 
ordained from that one parish 
and they’ve got another sev-
en in the seminary. That is a 
powerful measure of how his 
blood was the seed of faith of 
Christians.”

What appeared to be a reg-
ular Oklahoma man, Father 
Rother’s story is having a great 
impact on the faith journey of 
young people in a powerful, 
relatable way. A less than per-
fect student, they said Father 
Rother speaks to their hearts 
with the message that God can 
use anyone, wherever they are, 
for His perfect plan. 

“In many ways, he started 
his life similar to me,” Schneit-
er said. “Knowing that has 
made me realize that I should 
strive to be like him, by stand-
ing up for those who need 
help, and sharing my faith 
with those around me. That’s 
why I have a picture of myself 
and a friend beneath the stat-
ute of Father Rother at Holy 
Trinity as the wallpaper on 
my phone, to remind me to try 
and live my life as Father Stan 
did his.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic. 
Editor Diane Clay contributed 
to this article.

 “The community of believers was one heart and one mind, and no 
one claimed that any of his possessions were his own.” Acts 4:32



WASHINGTON – The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops announced the establishment of an Ad Hoc 
Committee Against Racism. Initiated by Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president 
of the USCCB, the committee will focus on address-
ing the sin of racism in our society, and even in our 
Church, and the urgent need to come together as a 
society to find solutions.

“Recent events have exposed the 
extent to which the sin of racism 
continues to inflict our nation. 
The establishment of this new 
ad hoc committee will be 
wholly dedicated to engaging 
the Church and our society 
to work together in unity to 
challenge the sin of racism, 
to listen to persons who are 
suffering under this sin, and 
to come together in the love of 
Christ to know one another as 
brothers and sisters,” Cardinal 
DiNardo said.    

Bishop George V. Murry, S.J., of 
Youngstown, Ohio, has been appointed 
by Cardinal DiNardo as chairman of the com-
mittee. The membership of the committee will be 
finalized in the coming days and its mandate will be 
confirmed at the first meeting, expected shortly.

“I look forward to working with my brother bishops 
as well as communities across the United States to 
listen to the needs of individuals who have suffered 
under the sin of racism and together find solutions 
to this epidemic of hate that has 
plagued our nation for far too 
long,” Bishop Murry said.

“Through Jesus’ example of 
love and mercy, we are called to 
be a better people than what we 

have witnessed over the past weeks and months as a 
nation. Through listening, prayer and meaningful col-
laboration, I’m hopeful we can find lasting solutions 
and common ground where racism will no longer find 
a place in our hearts or in our society.”

The new ad hoc committee has been formed upon 
the unanimous recommendation of the U.S. 

Bishops Conference Executive Committee 
and in consultation with members of 

the USCCB’s Committee on Priorities 
and Plans. The establishment of the 
committee also will welcome and 
support the implementation of the 
pastoral letter on racism anticipat-
ed for release in 2018.

The formation of the ad hoc com-
mittee follows the conclusion of the 

work of the Peace in Our Communi-
ties Task Force. The Task Force was 

formed in July 2016 by then USCCB 
President Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 

in response to racially-related shootings in 
Baton Rouge, Minneapolis and Dallas.

Nearly 40 years ago, the bishops of the United 
States wrote a Pastoral Letter on Racism. Among the 
many things they discussed was the fact that “Racism 
is a sin: a sin that divides the human family, blots 
out the image of God among specific members of that 
family, and violates the fundamental human dignity 
of those called to be children of the same Father.”

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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U.S. bishops establish new ad hoc 
committee against racism

Bishops act to address the sin of racism and seek solutions

The first ever “Faith Night” 
was held July 5, during the 
World Cup of Softball XII at 
the USA Softball Hall of Fame 
Complex in Oklahoma City. 

Fans watched Team USA 
compete and stayed after to 
listen to some of the National 
Team athletes share how their 
faith has impacted their lives 
and their softball careers. 

Photo provided.

“Faith Night”

The launch of the World Aposto-
late of Fatima’s U.S. Tour for Peace 
is underway and coming to the 
Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City.

The historic tour, 
marking the 100th an-
niversary of the appa-
ritions of Our Lady at 
Fatima, Portugal, will 
feature the world-fa-
mous International 
Pilgrim Virgin Statue, 
traveling worldwide for 
nearly 70 years. 

The tour runs 
through all 50 states 
and will be an ex-
traordinary occasion 
of healing, hope and 
grace. The statue was 
created in 1947 based 
on Sister Lucia’s description of her 
encounters with Our Lady. 

Come and experience the bless-

ing of gathering with others devot-
ed to Our Lady when the statue 
visits these parishes in our archdi-

ocese.
Scheduled vis-

its to parishes: 
Bison
Friday, Oct. 

13, Saint Joseph 
and the official 
Oklahoma Shrine 
of Our Lady of 
Fatima.

Guthrie
Saturday, Oct. 

14, Saint Mary, 9 
a.m. – 6 p.m.

Edmond
Sunday, Oct. 

15, Saint Monica, 
8 a.m. – 6 a.m. 
(overnight) 

Monday, Oct. 16, Saint Damien 
of Molokai, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.  (Latin 
Mass)

Del City
Tuesday, Oct. 17, Saint Paul the 

Apostle, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Altus
Wednesday, Oct. 18, Prince of 

Peace, 8 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
This epic journey across the 

United States is to allow Our Lady 
of Fatima, the Queen of Peace, 
to claim her dominion over our 
country and to bring the message 
of Fatima – the peace plan from 
heaven – to a world in need. Our 
Lord told Sister Lucia that he had 
placed the peace of the world in 
the Immaculate Heart.

The Pilgrim Virgin Statue has 
visited more than 100 countries, 
bringing Mary’s powerful and time-
less message of salvation and hope 
to millions. Countless favors and 
graces have been reported wherev-
er the Virgin Statue has traveled.

For more information, go online 
to www.fatimatourforpeace.com
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International Fatima statue to visit 
Oklahoma in October

OCTOBER 19 - 21, 2017OCTOBER 19 - 21, 2017
Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center Dallas - Hall C

Presented by the University of Dallas and co-sponsored by the Diocese of Dallas

•• Open to all Catholics 
- from general 
parishioners to ministry 
professionals 

• Saint John’s Bible will 
be featured at the 
liturgical art display 
- first handwritten 
illuminated bible of its 
scale in over 500 years! 

• Newly renovated 
meeting area with 
easily accessible 
session rooms

LARGEST CATHOLIC CONFERENCE•IN THE SOUTHWEST!

• Over 90 Speakers, 
featuring:
Fr. Joseph Tetlow, SJ
Fr. Seán Martin
Sr. Johanna Paruch
Brandon Vogt
Coleen Kelly Mast
Donna Beegle — Welcoming —•

MOST REV. EDWARD J. BURNS 
Bishop of Dallas

ALL
CATHOLICS
WELCOME!

udallas.edu/dmc    dmc@udallas.edu    972-721-5105    972-721-4077

Register
by

10/9/17

Aug. 12
Trinity Gardens
Oklahoma City

St. Joseph’s 
Orphanage 

reunion

Photos Cara Koeing/
Sooner Catholic

St. Joseph Old Cathedral 
has a statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima set up in the parish, 
and will display it on the 
13th of each month. It has a 
plenary indulgence attached 
to it until Oct 13.

Prayer for the Fatima Centennial U.S. Tour for Peace

O Queen of the Rosary, Sweet Virgin of Fatima, who has deigned to appear in the land of Portugal, 
we beg you to watch over our dear homeland and assure its moral and spiritual revival. 

Bring back peace to all the nations of the world so that all, our own nation in particular, may be 
happy to call you their Queen and the Queen of Peace. Amen.

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for our country.
Our Lady of Fatima, obtain for all humanity a lasting peace.

Photo provided.
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Cristo Rey open house for potential 
students, parents Oct. 7

Thursday, Sept. 21st @ 4:30pm
Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art

Mary Eddy and Fred Jones Auditorium

Daniel K. Williams is a professor of history at the University 
of West Georgia, where he teaches courses on religion and 
American politics.  He is the author of two books published 
by Oxford University Press: Defenders of the Unborn: The 
Pro-Life Movement before Roe v. Wade and God's Own Party: 
The Making of the Christian Right.  He has written for the 
New York Times, Politico, and Christianity Today.  

The Forgotten Origins of the Pro-Life Movement: 
The Liberal Human Rights Campaign against Abortion before Roe v. Wade

Public Lecture by Daniel K. Williams at the University of Oklahoma

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity ins�tu�on www.ou.edu/eoo.  For accommoda�ons on the basis of disability, please contact 325-4859.

Lecture Sponsored by: St. Thomas More University Parish
O�ce of the Senior Vice President and Provost
O�ce of the Dean of College of Arts and Sciences
Religious Studies
Department of Political Science
Intercollegiate Studies Institute

Rick and Bev Feller.

Yukon couple leads 
Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter

Photos Cara Koeing/
Sooner Catholic

Aug. 19
 

Catholic 
Pastoral Center

ACCW Women of Faith/Women of Action luncheon

Cristo Rey Oklahoma City Catholic High School will 
have an open house event on Saturday, Oct. 7, from 
Noon to 3 p.m. for potential students and parents 
interested in learning more about the school and 
visiting the facility. Spanish language tours will be 
available.

The Cristo Rey OKC facility is located at 900 N. 
Portland Ave. on the OSU-OKC campus. Applications 
are being accepted from students who will be in ninth 
grade in the fall of 2018. 

Cristo Rey OKC recently hired Principal Cody 
Yocom, a Texas native with a history of leading 

high-performing charter schools in urban areas. Prin-
cipal Yocom said the open house will be an oppor-
tunity for students and families to see if Cristo Rey 
OKC’s culture is right for them.

“Our goal is for Cristo Rey OKC to be anything but 
ordinary,” Yocom said. “We are emphasizing aca-
demic rigor, high expectations and hard work. We 
also believe in the importance of faith and serving 
the community that we are a part of. This will be a 
school for children who want to challenge themselves, 
prepare for college and reach their full potential as 
students and as people. We invite parents to come 

and visit our campus.” 
 Cristo Rey OKC is a private, col-

lege-preparatory Catholic school that will 
open its doors to its first class of incom-
ing freshmen in the fall of 2018. The 
school is part of the national Cristo Rey 
network known for its unique education-
al model, exclusively serving children in 
low-income families.

All schools focus on a combination 
of rigorous academics and “real world” 
work experience.  All Cristo Rey students 
receive financial aid as part of a corpo-
rate work-study program, funded by local 
businesses, where students work one day 
a week at the partner company for the 
entire year.

Parents interested in enrolling their 
children at Cristo Rey should visit Cristo-
ReyOKC.org.

of the things that makes Father 
Rother a great role model is that he 
wasn’t the best student. Banowsky 
said when he feels inadequate or 
wonders how he will handle a situ-
ation, he remembers the example of 
Father Rother. 

“He flunked out of his first sem-
inary because of Latin,” Banows-
ky said, “and now he’s going to be 
Blessed. It’s a constant reminder 

to not let the little things hinder you and trust the 
bigger picture.”

Banowsky said he has been told his entire life he 
was going to make a great father to children one 
day. Banowsky now realizes God was indeed calling 
him to be a father, and one day he will use this skill 
set to be a great priest. 

Zachary Boazman
Saint John Vianney Seminary, Denver

Boazman said it’s astounding and inspiring to see 
the universal call to holiness we receive at baptism, 
lived out fully in a man more than 35 years ago. 

“It’s so cool to hear his story and how, throughout 
the years, I’ve prayed for his intercession,” Boazman 
said. “I feel like I couldn’t have made it through all 
these years of seminary without his 
help and prayers. Now, it’s really an 
amazing blessing and a great feeling 
to see his cause come to this point 
with the beatification.”

Father Rother recognized that 
honor and glory come from glorifying 
God and doing His will, Boazman 
said. 

“In following God’s will and in 
serving people not from his own dio-
cese and not in any special honorific 
assignment for him, is an inspira-
tion.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic. 
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Rick and Bev Feller, parishioners 
at Saint John Nepomuk in Yukon, 
were selected as the Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter’s Leadership 
Team for Oklahoma and for the 
Amarillo Diocese in Texas. 

They have been active in Mar-
riage En-
counter in 
Oklahoma 
and Amarillo 
since 2007.

Worldwide 
Marriage 
Encounter is 
the largest 
pro-marriage 
movement in 
the world, offering a weekend for 
couples who want to make their 
good marriage even better. The 
weekend provides couples with a 
Catholic experience, facilitated by 
three team couples and a priest. 
Individuals of all faiths are wel-
come.

The emphasis is on communica-
tion and the tools husbands and 
wives need to support them in 
living God’s desire for their mar-
riage. Priests and religious also are 
welcome to strengthen their rela-
tionship with God and the people 
they serve.

Rick and Bev were married five 
years when Bev first heard an 
advertisement about Marriage 
Encounter on the radio that said, 
“Spend a weekend away from the 
job, the kids, the chores and all 
the distractions to concentrate on 
your marital relationship.”

The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend in Oklahoma 
City will be Sept. 15-17, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. 

For more information, contact 
Rick and Bev Feller at (405) 323-
9119 or rbfeller@gmail.com.  The 
application fee for the weekend 
is $100 per couple (priest/reli-
gious fees are waived), and may be 
submitted online at www.meOkla-
homa.org. Space is limited; early 
applications are encouraged.

A 23-year-old seminarian failed 
out of seminary. He did not 
pass Latin. Ten years later, as a 
33-year-old priest, he volunteered 
for the Guatemalan mission. He, of 
seemingly limited linguistic talent, 
followed the call to minister in 
Spanish and Tz’utujil, the native 
Mayan language.

What courage it must have tak-
en! After failing out of seminary, 
he bravely reiterated his desire 
to be a priest and 
enrolled in another 
seminary. Then, 
five years after his 
ordination, he will-
ingly goes to shep-
herd a flock whose 
language he doesn’t 
speak, when his 
experience with for-
eign tongues is that 
they are difficult to 
learn.

With this habit of 
fortitude, is it any 
wonder that Father 
Stanley Rother had 
the strength and bravery to con-
tinue to live among his flock even 
while in grave danger and, eventu-
ally, accept death? 

His whole life was an example of 
fortitude, one of the four cardinal 
virtues and one of the seven gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. Fortitude en-
compasses courage, bravery, grit, 
resilience, steadfastness, and mor-
al fiber; it includes both the brav-

ery to face danger and hardship 
and the resilience to keep working 
toward the good even when the 
outcome isn’t clear.

Josef Pieper, in his book “The 
Four Cardinal Virtues,” writes, 
“Fortitude presupposes vulnera-
bility; without vulnerability, there 
is no possibility of fortitude. To be 
brave actually means to be able to 
suffer injury. The ultimate injury, 
the deepest injury, is death.”

Pieper says that only 
the truly brave know 
and value what they 
would lose. They are 
not reckless. The mar-
tyr values his own life 
highly, but not as much 
as for that which he 
sacrifices. 

He writes, “That man 
alone is brave who can-
not be forced, through 
fear of transitory and 
lesser evils, to give up 
the greater and actual 
good, and thereby bring 
upon himself that which 

is ultimately and absolutely dread-
ful.” 

Father Rother valued his own 
life. He took precautionary mea-
sures while in Guatemala such as 
not leaving the rectory at night. 
He even returned home for some 
months when he knew he was in 
danger. But, ultimately, he knew 
the sacramental presence was 
worth more. In a 1980 letter, he 

wrote, “If it is my destiny that I 
should give my life here, then so 
be it.” He continued, “I don’t want 
to desert these people, and that 
is what will be said, even after all 
these years. There is still a lot of 
good that can be done under the 
circumstances.”

The bravery required to face 
danger necessitates endurance, 
which encompasses both patience 
and attack. Patience is not passive 
waiting, with sighing and gnash-
ing of teeth, but the preservation 
of cheerfulness and serenity even 
amidst wounds. During Father 
Rother’s 13 years as a missionary 
priest in Guatemala, he showed 
just such patience. He saw many 
priests and missionaries come and 
go – yet he stayed and became, as 
the people said, “our priest.” He 
worked with them to establish the 
first farmers’ co-op, a school, the 
first hospital clinic and the first 
Catholic radio station – all while 
engaging in his primary priestly 
duty of administering the Sacra-
ments.

Throughout his last year of life, 
Father Rother’s courage and brav-
ery became even more evident. He 
knew he was in danger, yet he was 
concerned for the people who had 
been harmed by the army. Even 
after he knew he was on a death 
list, he stayed in the country until 
his fellow priest, Father Pedro, had 
a visa to leave Guatemala with 
him. While in the United States, 

he had the chance to seek counsel, 
pray and prudently consider the 
situation. He did not rashly choose 
danger. In the end, he knew he 
needed to stay with his people 
amidst the violence, pain and fear.

Like all virtues, fortitude needs 
to become a habit for us, as it was 
for Father Rother. This begins 
with the pre-moral order of mental 
health, then in natural ethics or 
the moral realm. Finally, the high-
est order of fortitude is the order of 
the supernatural life, which is the 
fortitude of the martyrs and is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Father Rother’s example of for-
titude inspires us all to build our 
confidence in God’s providence 
and grow closer to Christ in the 
practice of this virtue, in matters 
large and small. 

With trust in God, we can let go 
of our self-centered concern for se-
curity. We can accept an unknown 
future – whether that be what the 
next hour holds or the next year 
– and release our need to control 
with a certainty in the loving sov-
ereignty of our Lord.

In the western Pacific Ocean, just south of 
the eastern Asian coastline, a group of more 
than 7,000 islands unite to form the sovereign 
island country of the Philippines. 

These islands are divided into three sections 
or regions. In the north, you have Luzon, the 
largest and most populous island in the Philip-

pines region. In 
the south, you 
have the second 
largest island in 
the Philippines, 
Mindanao. This 
island, and the 
smaller islands 
surrounding 
it, makeup the 

island group of the same name. The central 
section of the Philippines, the Visayan Islands, 
consists of several islands that are primarily 
surrounding the Visayan Sea. 

Today’s saint, a teenager with a passion for 
Christ, was born in the Visayan Islands around 
the year 1654.

This region was being evangelized by many 
religious communities, including Jesuit mis-
sionaries. The Jesuit style of evangelization 
and catechesis is one influenced by the Ignati-
an Exercises. 

The Jesuits always have had a unique way 
of not only communicating specific truths of 
the faith, but to assist the faithful in growing 
in friendship, and then to help this friendship 
develop into a profound intimate love with the 

person of Jesus Christ. 
This focus centered on Christ, the source 

of and center of all truth and each doctrine, 
always has been especially effective with young 
hearts yearning for love and meaning to their 
lives and existence. Keep in mind that the 
apostles, and many of the early disciples, never 
had a copy of the New Testament or a cate-
chism, but so many of them became martyrs 

simply because 
they were in love 
with Jesus Christ.

Our teenage 
model of Christian 
life became a cate-
chist and with his 
zeal to share his 
deep faith in Jesus 
with others, he 
joined the Jesuit 
missionaries. He 
joined a team that 
was led by Father 
Diego Luis de San 
Vitores, S.J., to the 
Marianas Islands. 
Their mission was 

to evangelize the Chamorro people living on 
that island.

This experience proved extremely difficult for 
many reasons. Lack of supplies, harsh envi-
ronment, persecution and lies. But, our young 
missionary was on fire with the love of Christ 
and he embraced his cross and continued to 

proclaim 
the Good 
News 
despite it 
all.

This 
teenag-
er was 
a great 
witness to others of true discipleship. He was 
filled with so much faith and love that as a 
catechist he was extremely effective. His words, 
united to his life, impacted those with whom 
he shared the Gospel message; converts were 
many and the numbers grew. He was winning 
souls for Christ each day.

On April 2, 1672, an enemy of the Gospel 
message silenced his voice when he was pro-
tecting a priest that was under attack. His final 
blessing was receiving absolution from the very 
priest he was defending. The priest also died 
moments later. 

Sadly, this story has been repeating itself 
over and over again throughout the history of 
the Church. Even with one of our own priests 
from Okarche, Father Stanley Rother. 

This teenage catechist from the Philippines is 
Saint Pedro Calungsod.

We remember and celebrate his love and 
commitment to Christ on April 2, the day he 
gave it all for Christ. We need more teenagers 
like him; teenagers profoundly in love with 
Christ.
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A young man in love with Christ!
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A Millenial Journey in Faith

Building confidence in God’s providence

The intense faith of a teenage Philippine catechist 



Monday mornings are busy for the 
Catholic Charities regional office in 
Ardmore. A 

sign on the door reads 
“Call at 8:30 a.m. on 
Monday morning for 
financial assistance.” 
Catholic Charities’ 
emergency assistance 
program provides up 
to $200 in rent or 
utility assistance to 
people who qualify.

“The phones begin ringing off the hook at 
8:30,” Ardmore Office Coordinator Gerald 
Johnson said. “I am a one-person office for 
the community. Occasionally, I have some 
temporary help, but on a regular basis it’s 
just me. I help as many people as my budget 
allows, but typically I only have resources to 
help five or six people a week.”

In May 2016, Katherine phoned Catholic 
Charities in hopes that this time she might 
receive financial assistance. She had called 
the office on and off since March. At age 57, 
she moved to the Ardmore area with her 
teenage daughter after a divorce. She tried 
time and again to get an apartment, but 
because of lingering debt she was repeatedly 
denied.

“Every time we would go to an apartment 
complex with a check for the deposit, Kath-
erine would be turned away because of her 
credit score or a debt issue,” Johnson said. 
“There was always an obstacle keeping her 
from getting an apartment. I knew I had to 
do whatever I could to get Katherine and her 
daughter a place to live. She was sleeping 
in her car. Her daughter was staying with 
friends.”

With Catholic Charities’ help, they finally 
found an apartment complex she could call 
home. Partnering with the First United Meth-
odist Church, Catholic Charities provided 
assistance for a security deposit.

Then, Katherine entered Catholic Charities’ 
long-term case management program called 
Family H.O.P.E., which stands for “help, 
organize, prioritize, empower.” In this pro-
gram, case managers work to help clients to 
determine and achieve specific, measurable, 
attainable, realistic and time-sensitive goals.

“Many times people in need of emergency 
assistance become Family H.O.P.E. clients,” 
Senior Director of Social Services Damon 
Britton said. “When people need emergency 
financial assistance, it’s usually a result of a 
bigger difficulty that needs to be addressed. 
We typically find that when we can get cli-
ents to understand budgeting, they no longer 
need our services.”

Once enrolled in the H.O.P.E. program, 
Katherine worked on life skills and goal-set-

ting with Johnson. After a month in 
the program, she informed Johnson 
that she was diagnosed with cancer.  

“I feel like once I overcame one 
obstacle, I would run into anoth-
er,” Katherine said. “I had a job, I 
was learning budgeting skills, I was 
working on accomplishing my goals 
and then the cancer hit. My employ-
er allowed me to cut back my hours 

at work because I didn’t have the stamina to 
work full time, but that impacted my income. 
I wasn’t seeing success in my application for 

federal benefits and I felt like I was at a dead 
end.”

Johnson said, “Katherine realized she need-
ed more than just financial help. She needed 
support and motivation from someone who 
believed in her. So, I listened to the struggles 
she was facing and encouraged her not to give 
up.”

“In March she came to her meeting really 
happy,” Johnson said. “She let me know her 
cancer was in remission. Because of case 
management, Katherine is more confident in 
her abilities to support her daughter and pro-
vide a future for their family.”
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Family blessings through adoption Catholic Charities Ardmore finding hope in all 
the right placesCATHOLIC 

CHARITIES

REGIONAL OFFICES

Ardmore

Catholic Charities 
125 E St. S.W. 
Ardmore, OK 73401 
(580) 798-2305 
Fax: (580) 798-2310

Clinton

Catholic Charities 
1217 Knox Avenue 
Clinton, OK 73601 
(580) 323-6363 
(866) 852-6363 
Fax: (580) 323-6378

enid

Catholic Charities
710 W. Maine 
Enid, OK 73701 
(580) 237-7352 
Fax: (580) 237-0164

Guymon

Catholic Charities 
400 NE 12th St., Ste. B, 
P.O. Box 1195 
Guymon, OK 73942 
(580) 468-0904 
Fax: (580) 468-0905

lAwton

Catholic Charities 
1930 NW Ferris Ave., Ste. 8 
Lawton, OK 73507 
(580) 353-1811 
Fax: (580) 353-1842

1232 North Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 

73106-6810
(405) 523-3000 

Fax: (405) 523-3030
(800) 375-8514 (in Oklahoma)

www.ccaokc.org
Hours of operation:

Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Moving toward independence

Editor’s Note: The names in this 
story have been changed to main-
tain confidentiality.

Adoption and Pregnan-
cy Services at Catholic 
Charities focuses on the 

needs of the birth families, adop-
tive couples, foster families and 
the babies placed for adoption. 
Staff members serve all partici-
pants with care, love, resources 
and support. Catholic Charities 
provides extensive preparation to 
couples seeking to adopt a child 
by helping them build on their 
strengths and utilize new skills. 

The Johnsons had been mar-
ried for 11 years and their goal 
was to add a baby to their family. 
They had been trying to conceive 

for about eight years to no avail. 
Gail Johnson said she had been 

struggling with relinquishing 
control and was grieving over not 
being able to have her own child. 
Letting go was the first step. 

“Once I finally surrendered to 
God’s will, everything started to 
fall into place,” she said. 

She and her husband Robert 
attended a one-on-one ori-
entation to learn about the 
adoption process at Catholic 
Charities. They were invited 
to submit a pre-application 
regarding their preferences. 
Subsequently, the Johnsons 
submitted a formal application 
to ensure their eligibility for 
placement.

As with many couples, the 
Johnsons’ vision of the adop-
tion journey was one filled with 
all positives and little aware-
ness of the actual experience. 
After many hours of discussion 
with Catholic Charities staff 

members 
about cir-
cumstances 
that lead 
birth moth-
ers to place 
their babies 
for adop-
tion, the 
Johnsons 
began to 
surrender 
their pre-
conceived 
notions 
about a cut-
and-dried 
process.

The cou-
ple came to 
understand 
that part of 
accepting 
the adop-
tion plan 
means 
embracing 
a level of 
compassion 
and grace 
for the birth 
parents 
whose cir-
cumstances 
were diffi-
cult. The 

birth family who selected them 
chose not choose to be engaged 
with services or with them. The 
Johnsons had hoped for a more 
open adoption with their daugh-
ter’s birth family to provide her a 

birth family connection. 
Catholic Charities helped them 

shape their unique adoption sto-
ry as one they could share with 

family, extended relatives and, 
more importantly, their soon-to-
be-placed child.

The process of adoption mim-
ics the phases of pregnancy and 
laboring that other families ex-
perience with biological children. 
Staff members at Catholic Chari-
ties play a critical role in helping 
couples embrace these “pains” 
of labor with the understanding 
that adoption is not simply a 
legal process, but a sacred prepa-
ration in caring for one of God’s 
children.

From the very beginning, the 
Johnsons prayed steadfastly for 
the birth family and for the baby 
God would send them. Their case 
manager’s engagement with them 
was intentionally focused on 
helping them understand that the 
“typical” path to parenting was 
not the way they were destined 
to expand their family. This new 
awareness enabled them to fully 
embrace the reality of today’s 
adoption processes and relation-
ships.

The Johnsons have decided to 
remain open to the possibility 
of connecting with their baby’s 
birth family in the future through 
Catholic Charities’ Post-Adoption 
Services. In a show of good faith, 
they plan to write letters for the 
birth family and collect pictures 
of their daughter’s childhood, in 
hopes the letters and pictures will 
one day reach the birth family.

They said their daughter is 
truly a gift from God and she has 
become one of the biggest bless-
ings of their lives.

This photo is a stock image.

Jewel McCorkle 
Ana Miramontes 
(405) 523-3012

After Hours: (405) 973-7050
(800) 375-8514

http://catholiccharitiesok.org/
AdoptionPregnancy

(405) 523-3028
(800) 375-8514

http://catholiccharitiesok.
org/HOPE

Family H.O.P.E.

How a Catholic transitional housing program is helping families succeed

Every client comes to Catholic Charities from a unique 
situation. Case managers work with each client to 
develop an individualized plan to help them to self-suf-

ficiency.
Catholic Charities case manager Annie Rischard said, “Af-

ter many years of incarceration, serving time for drug-related 
charges, Theresa was released from prison and moved into a 
sober living house. She had a stable job, but needed guidance 
and support to find and secure independent housing.”

“She was a very hard worker, a caring mother and frugal 
spender,” Rischard said. “Although she struggled with anger 
management and with figuring out how to adjust to life outside 

of prison, she did her best to find housing and tried to start 
saving for a car. When her best wasn’t working, that’s when she 
came to us for help.”

Because of the barriers created from her time in prison, it 
took time for Theresa to gain trust with Rischard. After meet-
ings on a regular basis, trust was formed and they could estab-
lish specific, measurable, attainable, realistic and time-sensi-
tive goals that would result in a permanent lifestyle.

Rischard is one of several Family H.O.P.E. case managers at 
Catholic Charities. Family H.O.P.E. stands for “help, organize, 
prioritize, empower.”

With Rischard’s assistance, Theresa overcame her challenges.

“Working with someone after being recently released from 
prison presented some special challenges,” Rischard said. “I 
had to approach Theresa’s situation differently than other cli-
ents.  Obtaining housing with a criminal background is difficult 
to do, but I had faith we would figure something out.”

Catholic Charities offers short-term transitional housing ser-
vices to a small number of qualified clients. This service gives 
clients who are already enrolled in a Catholic Charities program 
the opportunity to start creating a home.

“Many clients cannot afford rent and utility deposits, bills and 
household necessities. The transitional housing program gives 
them the opportunity to live on their own while paying reduced 

rent, which allows them to 
build a savings fund and in-
crease their life-skills while 
working closely with a case 
manager,” Senior Director of 
Social Services Damon Britton said.

“Through case management, clients in the transitional hous-
ing program are able to receive the support and guidance to 
achieve their goal of permanent housing,” Britton added. “Each 
client who is enrolled in the program comes to us with unique 
strengths and struggles, but is working hard to become inde-
pendent.”

(405) 523-3028(800) 375-8514http://catholiccharitiesok.org/HOPE

Family H.O.P.E.



Couples who struggle to get pregnant are 
turning with greater frequency to the in vitro 
fertilization (IVF) industry for assistance. In 
some cases, they can end up feeling they are 
“too pregnant” when twins, triplets or quads 
arise. This occurs from the practice of implant-
ing more than one embryo at a time to improve 
pregnancy success rates. A multiplet preg-
nancy can involve significant risk, both for the 
children in utero and for the mother. 

Because of these risks, the pregnant mother 
will sometimes be advised to opt for a “selec-
tive reduction,” where potassium chloride is 
injected into one or two of the growing babies 
to cause their hearts to seize, followed by death 
and the gradual re-absorption of their bodies 
during the remainder of the pregnancy. 

This can allow the one or more remaining 
brothers or sisters to grow more safely and 
avoid further complications during pregnan-
cy. Given the incredible effort expended by the 
couple to become pregnant in the first place, 
these lethal practices often draw gasps of dis-
belief from others.

A New York Times Magazine article from 
2011 chronicled the saga of a woman who 
selectively reduced her pregnancy from twins 
to a single. Even though she tried to not think 
too much about the two ultrasound shadows 
within her, she was forthright about her justifi-
cation for doing it: 

“If I had conceived these twins naturally, I 
wouldn’t have reduced this pregnancy, because 
you feel like if there’s a natural order, then 
you don’t want to disturb it. But, we created 
this child in such an artificial manner – in a 
test tube, choosing an egg donor, having the 
embryo placed in me – and somehow, making 
a decision about how many to carry seemed to 
be just another choice. The pregnancy was all 
so consumerish to begin with, and this became 
yet another thing we could control.” 

Her devastatingly honest appraisal of IVF and 
the way it devalues the lives of children offers 
an important opportunity for reflection. When 
we take it upon ourselves to manufacture new 
human life in test tubes, it indeed becomes 
another “thing we can control,” an object for 
our own willful manipulation, another means 
to realize our own goals.

This “command and control mentality” over 
procreation sets up a glide path for us to begin 
treating our own offspring like raw materi-
al, even tempting us to exercise an absolute, 
death-dealing dominion over them. As they are 
produced in the laboratory and transferred to 
the womb, our children can become an ab-
straction, mere pawns to be played in the end 
game of seeking what we want.

This attitude of seeing our offspring as ex-
pendable is becoming more widely accepted 
not only among IVF customers, but also among 
biomedical researchers themselves. In August, 
a highly troubling report was published de-
scribing the first successful editing of DNA in 
human embryos. The experiments were carried 
out in the laboratory of Shoukhrat Mitalipov 
at the Oregon Health and Science University 
(OHSU) and involved the generation of many 
dozens of embryos by IVF. 

The experiments utilized a new and highly 
precise DNA-editing technology called CRIS-
PR-Cas9 to fix a defective, disease-causing 
gene that some of the embryos carried. While 
research into understanding and eliminating 
serious diseases is certainly good and praise-
worthy as a goal, the techniques we employ as 
we pursue good research goals need to be good 
as well. Doing evil that good may accrue, is, 
after all, still doing evil.

These research experiments performed on 
human embryos at OHSU were morally objec-
tionable on a number of counts. If such ge-
netically modified embryos had been allowed 

to grow 
up, there 
may well 
have been 
unintend-
ed effects 
from 
modify-
ing their 
genes, 
unanticipated defects that they and future 
generations would bear. The problems and 
risks associated with this kind of “germ-line 
therapy” raise such serious concerns as to 
make it doubtful it should ever be attempted in 
humans. 

Even more distressing from the moral point 
of view is the fact that very young humans 
were treated not as ends, but as mere means 
to achieve particular investigative goals.

They were created in laboratory glassware, 
experimented upon, their genes were tinkered 
with and they were killed and dispatched as re-
search fodder into biohazard waste containers. 
The purported darkness of medieval times was 
never as dark as the remarkable ethical black-
ness that is descending upon contemporary 
“enlightened” man as he exploits and destroys 
his own offspring.

Vigilance and care are required when dealing 
with vulnerable research subjects, and human 
embryos are among the most vulnerable of 
God’s creatures, entrusted to us as our chil-
dren, calling for stringent measures to ensure 
their protection and safeguard their human 
dignity.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of 
the diocese of Fall River, Mass., and serves as 
the director of education at The National Catho-
lic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
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The “expendable children”

 

 
Learn to dance in a fun and loving 
environment! 
 

St. Gregory's University's Dance Academy offers low-cost dance 
lessons in Shawnee, Oklahoma for children ages 3-16. The 
Academy meets on Saturday mornings during the school year. 
Kind, caring instruction is offered by college dance students under 
the supervision of SGU dance faculty. 

 

For more information or to register for classes please 
contact directors, Emily Eveld and Mary Grace Dostalik 
at sgudanceacademy@gmail.com 

We can’t wait to hear from you! 

 

 Fall 2017 Class Schedule 

Pre-Ballet (3-4yrs)—9:-9:30am 

Ballet I (5-6yrs)—9:30-10:15am 

Ballet II (7-9yrs)—10:15-11:15am 

Irish Dance (All Ages)—11:15am-12:00pm 

Intermediate Dance (10-12yrs)—12:00-1:15pm 

Advanced Dance (13yrs+)—1:15-2:30pm                                                                      
 
 

SGU Dance Academy is an important outreach for St. Gregory’s 
University, and benefits both the college students who have the 
opportunity to teach and the families who bring their children to 
learn to dance. 

 

 

 
 

ST. GREGORY’S 
UNIVERSITY 

1900 W. MacArthur St.  
Shawnee, OK 74804 

sgudanceacademy@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook! 
@sgudanceacademy 

 

 

Tuition Information 

Registration Fee:  

$20 (Multiple children $15 ea.) 

 30 minute classes - $25/month 
or $70/semester 

 45 minute and longer classes - 
$35/month or $90/semester 

 

 

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Making Sense of Bioethics

In Ch. 26 of his latest book, “Resisting Hap-
piness,” Matthew Kelly writes that one of the 
things he loves about the Catholic Church is 

that it “truly does 
bridge heaven and 
earth – not just in 
a theological way, 
but in a real and 
practical way.” His 
book does exactly 
the same things: he 

connects Catholic teaching with a very down-
to-earth way to live a good life and achieve 
happiness.

He starts by explaining this notion of “resis-
tance.” He says that it is “that sluggish feeling 
of not wanting to do something that you know 
is good for you; it’s the inclination to do some-
thing that you unabashedly know is not good 
for you, and it’s everything in between.”

This resistance manifests itself in “laziness, 
procrastination, fear, doubt, instant gratifica-
tion, self-loathing, indecision, escapism, pride 
self-deception, friction, tension and self-sabo-
tage …”

On a practical level, he says what makes us 
happy consists of the same things that make 
us successful, things like working hard and 

doing 
a good 
job. 

He 
goes 
be-
yond 

the practical to explain that “nothing on earth 
can satisfy your desire for happiness.” He 
quotes “The Catechism” and says that only in 
God will we find the truth and happiness we 
are searching for.

“When we resist happiness we are really re-
sisting God. God is happiness,” he writes.

He goes on to look specifically at things that 
get in our way of finding God, finding happi-
ness; things that set up this resistance. Bad 
habits, for example, or the lack of good 
habits can stop us from being what he 
calls “the best version of ourselves.” 
He says that habits “have a massive 
impact on our lives.”

As he did in “Discover Jesus,” Kel-
ly has practical tips at the end of 
each chapter to help readers work on 
the ideas he has presented. First, he 
makes a “Key Point,” a one sentence 
summary of the chapter, all of which 
are short. Most chapters are only four 
or five pages. Then, he offers an “Ac-
tion Step.” At the end of the chapter on 
habits, for example, he tells the reader to “write 
down your three best habits. Now, write down 
three habits that you need to change.”

He has very good advice for other things that 
get in our way of finding happiness. For those 
who are “bored” at Mass, he suggests keeping 
a “Mass Journal” and writing down, each week, 
just one thought or idea, one challenge or 
invitation that “will jump out at you” from the 
readings or the music or the preaching.

This journal ties to another idea that can 
help us overcome resistance. We need to learn 
to listen: to our loved ones, to our bodies, our 

conscience and, of course, God. The Mass 
Journal helps us to listen to God, to participate 
more fully in something that will make us truly 
happy.

In other chapters, Kelly writes about break-
ing the cycle of “self-sabotage and self-destruc-
tive behavior.” We can be addicted to food, but 
also to “talking too much, work, sex, pornog-
raphy, alcohol, drugs, always being right, 

noise, negative thinking, negative 
humor, skepticism, cynicism, 
minimalism.” Some of these be-
haviors “can only be broken by 
prayer and fasting,” he says, and 
explains that “fasting goes way 
beyond food; we can fast from 
anything.”

“Resisting Happiness” has so 
many fine ideas, so many good 
points to ponder. He tells us to 
“get busy living” and not to be 
dismayed by criticism. 

“Happiness is a choice” he reminds us, and 
“resistance almost always stands between you 
and happiness.” Kelly’s last chapter is “Never 
Get Discouraged” and his very last line here is 
“Remember this: Every moment is a chance to 
start anew, a chance to turn it all around.”

Matthew Kelly is a writer, speaker, success-
ful business man and the founder of Dynamic 
Catholic.com where readers are invited to find 
“free books, CDs, apps and programs.”

J.E. Helm is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Financial administrative assis-
tant/receptionist

St John, Edmond, is seeking a 
full-time financial administrative 
assistant/receptionist. Respon-
sibilities include processing col-
lections, posting contributions in 
donor software, preparing deposits 
and purchasing consumable sup-
plies. Candidate must have good 
administrative and organizational 
skills, advanced use of Microsoft 
Office software, tactful and pro-
fessional demeanor with excellent 
written and verbal communication 
skills. Send resume and inquires 
to adennis@stjohn-catholic.org. No 
phone calls.

Elementary guidance counselor 
- Edmond

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 
School, Edmond, is seeking a part-
time elementary school guidance 
counselor. Degree in counseling 
or related field required with state 
teacher certification as a school 
counselor or hold similar coun-
seling credentials. Experience in 
school counseling preferred. Send 
resumes and credentials to Laura 
Gallagher, principal, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, 925 S. Boulevard, 
Edmond 73034 or lgallagher@
stjohn-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at www.
archokc.org/multimedia/files/
doc_download/294-teacher-appli-
cation-packet. No phone calls.

Birth Choice volunteers needed
Birth Choice is in serious need of 

volunteers who will mentor clients 
and help with clerical work. Con-
tact Barbara at (405) 606-8428. 

Music director/organist - Enid 
St. Francis Xavier, Enid, is seek-

ing a full-time music director and 
organist. Degree in music desired. 
Experience and knowledge of the 
music tradition of the Catholic 
Church needed.  Includes wed-
dings, funerals, quincineras and 
Holy Days. Contact Fr. Irwin at 
(580) 237-0812 or frjosephirwin@
yahoo.com.

Substitute teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School, 

OKC, is in need of substitute 
teachers for all grades (PK4-8). 
Classroom experience preferred. 
High school diploma. Bilingual 
in Spanish a plus. Contact Adri-
ana Garza, principal, principal@
sacredheartokc.org. 

Director of youth and campus 
ministry

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a full-time director 
of youth, young adult and campus 
ministry. The position includes 
direct leadership of all archdioc-
esan youth evangelization and 
discipleship efforts, oversight of 
young adult and campus minis-

try efforts, and the summer youth 
camp program. Bachelor’s degree 
in theology, religious education 
or related field required; master’s 
degree preferred. Previous experi-
ence in leading youth ministry on 
the diocesan and/or parish level a 
must. Significant background with 
leadership training and ministry 
formation highly desired. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send inqui-
ries and resumes to nlargent@
archokc.org.

Director of marriage 
and family life

The Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a full-time director 
of marriage and fam-
ily life ministry. The 
position includes direct 
leadership of all arch-
diocesan marriage and 
family life efforts, with 
oversight of marriage 
preparation, marriage 
enrichment and vari-
ous support services 
to families, including 
single parents and the 
divorced. Bachelor’s 
degree in theology or 
marriage and family life 
required; master’s de-
gree preferred. Previous 
experience in leading 
family life ministry on 
the diocesan and/or 

parish level a must. Significant 

background with leadership train-

ing and ministry formation highly 

desired. Bilingual in Spanish a 

plus. Send inquiries and resumes 

to nlargent@archokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-

line to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Resisting Happiness: Another great book by 
Matthew Kelly

Jobs Box

By J.E. Helm 
The Sooner Catholic

Matthew Kelly Live!
Living with Passion & Purpose
September 30
Cox Convention Center 
Oklahoma City
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El racismo es pecado
CARIDADES 
CATÓLICAS

OFICINAS REGIONALES:

Ardmore

Caridades Católicas 
125 E St. SW 
Ardmore, OK 73401 
(580) 798-2305 
Fax: (580) 798-2310

Clinton

Caridades Católicas 
1217 Knox Avenue 
Clinton, OK 73601 
(580) 323-6363 Número 
(866) 852-6363 
Fax: (580) 323-6378

enid

Caridades Católicas 
710 W. Maine 
Enid, OK 73701 
(580) 237-7352 
Fax: (580) 237-0164

Guymon 

Caridades Católicas 
400 NE 12th St., Ste. B, 
P.O. Box 1195 
Guymon, OK 73942 
(580) 468-0904 
Fax: (580) 468-0905

lAwton 

Caridades Católicas 
1930 NW Ferris Ave., Ste. 8 
Lawton, OK 73507 
(580) 353-1811 
Fax: (580) 353-1842

CONSEJERÍA 
El programa de Consejería ofrece, 

en forma ambulatoria, asesoramiento 
profesional y servicios relacionados a 
personas que sufren estrés emocional. 
Nuestro programa de Consejería refleja 
la dignidad y el valor de cada persona, 
la importancia de la familia como uni-
dad social básica y considera tanto las 
necesidades psicológicas como espiri-
tuales del cliente.

AYUDA PARA VÍCTIMAS DE 
DESASTRES NATURALES 
Este programa responde al llamado de 

emergencia realizado por el gobierno es-
tatal o federal y provee trabajo social de 
gestión de casos, asistencia de emergen-
cia y servicios de coordinación.

SERVICIOS LEGALES DE 
INMIGRACIÓN 
El Programa de Servicios Legales de 

Inmigración presta servicios legales a 
bajo costo a las personas indocumenta-
das y a los residentes permanentes en 
Oklahoma.

Caridades Católicas

Han pasado varias semanas desde que los enfrentamien-
tos violentos en Charlottesville, Virginia, llamaron nuestra 
atención con renovada urgencia al hecho preocupante del rac-
ismo en nuestra sociedad. Estos feos acontecimientos han sido 
la última manifestación de una herida milenaria en nuestra 
conciencia nacional causada por el pecado del racismo.

El racismo es una actitud mental y de corazón que rechaza 
la igualdad fundamental de todos los seres humanos. Esta 
igualdad básica está enraizada en nuestra dignidad compartida 
como personas creadas a imagen y semejanza de Dios. Somos 
miembros de una familia humana. Dios es el Creador y Padre 
de todos nosotros. Somos hermanos y hermanas.

El racismo rechaza estas relaciones fundamentales. Es una 
ofensa contra la solidaridad humana que niega esta igualdad 
radical y juzga a ciertas personas como inferiores o incluso 
inhumanas basadas en su ascendencia o color de piel. Obvia-
mente, el racismo tiene consecuencias sociales, pero no es 
simplemente un problema social. Es un pecado. Es un pecado 
grave.

El racismo no es ciertamente un pecado exclusivamente 
americano. Ha estado presente a lo largo de la historia humana 
en cada cultura. Fue el pecado de racismo expresado en la 
ideología aria/nazi que llevó a la masacre de millones de 
judíos y otros a quienes Hitler juzgó inferiores. El racismo 
nos ciega. Engendra sufrimiento e injusticia indescriptibles. 
Pero perjudica no sólo a las víctimas de la discriminación y 
la violencia racistas, sino también a los perpetradores en cuyo 
corazón el racismo reside como un cáncer maligno que todo lo 
consume.

No podemos comenzar a abordar un problema hasta que 
reconozcamos su existencia. Actitudes y comportamientos 
racistas son dolorosos de reconocer. El racismo seguramente 
puede contribuir a nuestras actitudes temerarias y desconfianza 
hacia los inmigrantes hoy en día. Fue evidente en la historia 
del trato de nuestra nación a los indios americanos. Negar a al-

gún segmento de la familia 
humana el reconocimiento 
de su igualdad funda-
mental e incluso de su 
humanidad hace más fácil 
racionalizar toda clase de 
injusticias.

Los eventos en Char-
lottesville sacaron a la luz 
preocupantes expresiones 
de odio y violencia para 
que todos los vieran. Destacan el peligro de profundizar las 
divisiones raciales y la desconfianza en nuestro tiempo. Tales 
manifestaciones están arraigadas en una historia dolorosa. 
Reflejan la dificultad de nuestra nación para hacer frente a las 
heridas y los efectos de la esclavitud y el racismo.

La esclavitud de los africanos que fueron traídos involun-
tariamente a esta tierra es conocido como el “pecado original” 
de América. Todavía estamos lidiando con los efectos de ese 
pecado. Estos son asuntos muy complejos y ciertamente no 
quiero simplificarlos. Mi propósito es simplemente llamar la 
atención sobre la realidad del pecado de racismo incrustado en 
nuestra sociedad y al acecho en nuestros corazones. Tenemos 
que llamarlo por su nombre. 

El 23 de agosto, el cardenal DiNardo, presidente de la Con-
ferencia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos, anunció 
el establecimiento de un Comité Ad Hoc contra el Racismo. 
Su finalidad será comprometer a la Iglesia y a nuestra sociedad 
a trabajar juntos para desafiar el pecado del racismo, escuchar 
a los afectados por el racismo, buscar la reconciliación en 
Cristo y tener la gracia de conocerse y respetarse unos a otros 
como hermanos y hermanas. Oro para que esta nueva inicia-
tiva produzca buenos frutos a través del arrepentimiento y 
un compromiso renovado para buscar la sanación y el enten-
dimiento mutuo.

Misa de Aniversario
El Arzobispo Pablo Coakley invita a las parejas 

casadas que estén celebrando su aniversario es-
pecial de (25, 40, 50+) del presente año 2017 para 
que participen en la Misa Especial de Aniversario el 
domingo 15 de Octubre de 2017, iniciando a las 3 
p.m. en la Catedral de Nuestra Señora del Perpetuo 
Socorro, 3214 North Lake Avenue, (N.W. 32 Y Wes-
tern) en Oklahoma City. 

Después de la Misa habrá una recepción. Es muy 
importante que si usted desea asistir por favor 
contacte a la Oficina de Vida Familiar al (405) 721-
8944. 

El Arzobispo le impartirá su bendición y la comu-
nidad local se alegrará en su ejemplo y compromiso 
al Sacramento de Matrimonio.

Caridades Católicas 
1232 N. Classen Blvd. 
Oklahoma City, OK

73106-6810 
(405) 523-3000
 (800) 375-8514 

Fax: (405) 523-3030 
www.ccaokc.org 

Horario de atención: 
Lunes - Viernes 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

En el Océano Pacífico occidental, justo al 
sur de la costa oriental asiática, un grupo de 
más de 7,000 islas se unen para formar el país 

isleño de las 
Filipinas.

Estas islas 
se dividen en 
tres secciones 
o regiones. En 
el norte, tienes 
a Luzón, la isla 
más grande y 
más poblada de 

la región de Filipinas. En el sur, tienes la se-
gunda isla más grande en las Filipinas, Mind-
anao. Esta isla, y las islas más pequeñas que la 
rodean, componen el grupo de islas del mismo 
nombre. La sección central de las Filipinas, las 
islas Bisayas, consiste en varias islas que rode-
an el Mar de Bisayas.

El santo de hoy, un joven con una intensa 
pasión por Cristo, nació en las Islas Bisayas 
alrededor del año 1654.

Esta región fue evangelizada por muchas 
comunidades religiosas, incluyendo misioneros 
jesuitas. El estilo jesuítico de evangelización y 
catequesis es fuertemente influenciado por los 
Ejercicios Ignacianos.

Los jesuitas siempre han tenido una manera 
especial de comunicar no sólo verdades es-
pecíficas de la fe, sino de ayudar a los fieles a 
crecer en amistad, y luego ayudar a que esta 
amistad crezca en profundo amor e intimidad, 
con la persona de Jesucristo.

Este enfoque centrado en Cristo, la fuente y 
centro de toda verdad y cada doctrina, siem-

pre ha sido especialmente eficaz con corazones 
jóvenes que anhelan amor, significado y un 
propósito a sus vidas y existencia. Tenga en 
cuenta que los apóstoles, y muchos de los 
primeros discípulos, nunca tuvieron una copia 
del Nuevo Testamento o un catecismo, pero 
muchos de ellos se convirtieron en mártires 
simplemente porque estaban profundamente 
enamorados de Jesucristo.

Nuestro joven modelo de vida cristiana se 
convirtió en 
catequista y 
con su celo por 
compartir su fe 
en Jesús con los 
demás, se unió 
a los misioner-
os jesuitas. Se 
unió a un equipo 
misionero dirigi-
do por el padre 
Diego Luis de 
San Vítores, S.J., 
que saldrían a 
llevar el evan-
gelio a las Islas 
Marianas. Su 
misión específica 
seria evangelizar 

al grupo indígena de los Chamorro que vivían 
en esa isla.

Esta experiencia resultó extremadamente 
difícil por muchas razones. Falta de sumin-
istros, medioambiente duro, persecución y 
mentirosas acusaciones. Pero nuestro joven 
misionero ardió con el amor de Cristo y abrazó 

su cruz y 
continuó 
procla-
mando 
la Buena 
Nueva a 
pesar de 
todo.

Este 
joven fue un gran testimonio para los demás de 
lo que significa verdadero discipulado. Estaba 
lleno de tanta fe y amor que como catequis-
ta era extremadamente eficaz. Sus palabras, 
unidas a su vida, impactaron a aquellos con 
quienes compartió el mensaje del Evangelio; 
Los conversos eran muchos y los números cre-
cieron. Él estaba ganando muchas almas para 
Cristo cada día. 

El 2 de abril de 1672, un enemigo del mensa-
je del Evangelio silenció su voz cuando protegía 
a un sacerdote que estaba bajo ataque. Su ben-
dición final fue recibir la absolución del mismo 
sacerdote que estaba defendiendo. El sacerdote 
también murió momentos después.

Lamentablemente, esta historia se ha repeti-
do una y otra vez a lo largo de la historia de la 
Iglesia. Incluso con uno de nuestros propios 
sacerdotes de Okarche, el Padre Stanley Roth-
er.

Este joven catequista de las Filipinas es San 
Pedro Calungsod.

Recordamos y celebramos su amor y compro-
miso con Cristo el 2 de abril, el día en que lo 
dio todo por Cristo. Necesitamos más jóvenes 
como él; Jóvenes profundamente enamorados 
de Cristo.
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Un joven enamorado de Cristo!
La intensa fe de un joven catequista filipino

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Director, Oficina de 
Ministerio Hispano 

Haga una contribución hoy en línea a givetocc.org o envíe 
el mensaje de texto PROVIDING al 41444 con el fin de dar.

Un Solo Corazón. Una Sola Alma. Tu Regalo. 
Hace la diferencia.

La multitud de los fieles tenía

un solo corazón y una sola alma, 
Nadie consideraba como propios sus bienes, sino que todo lo tenían en común …

- Hechos 4:32

CAMPAÑA 
A N U A L

ARQUIDIÓCESIS DE
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Briefs
The Catholic Foundation

CORNERSTONE
Donor Advised Funds 

How would you like to make a gift 
today that would enable you and your 
loved ones to continue to make charita-
ble gifts in the future? When you make 
a gift to the Catholic Foundation of cash 
or, in many cases, other assets that are 
highly appreciated in value, we take your 
tax deductible contribution and establish 
a special account in your name called a 
Donor Advised Fund.

Your account is then invested to grow 
over time, permitting you to recommend 
annual gifts to your favorite Catholic 
or other non-profit charities. A Donor 
Advised Fund is like having your own 
foundation. The fund is invested for 
growth, which permits you to make an-
nual gifts of income and principal while 
you are alive. When you pass away, your 
children or other successor advisers that 
you choose may make recommendations 
for distributions from the fund for years 
to come. 

For more information about creating 
a Donor Advised Fund at the Catholic 
Foundation, contact our office.

   For more information, contact the foundation office at:
The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Inc.

P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123
(405) 721-4115 n www.cfook.org n  bsemtner@archokc.org

Please remember the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City in your estate plans.

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

October 7, 2017 

“If you tell 
the truth, 
you don’t 
have to 
remember 
anything.”     
Mark Twain 

“It’s not the size 
of the dog in the 
fight, it’s the size 
of the fight in 
the dog.”                      
Mark Twain 

 “Never try to 
teach a pig to 
sing. You waste 
your time, and 
you annoy the 
pig.”               
Mark Twain 

“Give every 
day the chance 
to become the 
most beautiful 
of your life.”        
Mark Twain 

“Wisdom is the reward you get for a 
lifetime of listening when you would 
rather have talked.” Mark Twain 

Departure Time: 4:30 p.m. 

Our first stop for the evening will be at Cattlemen’s Steakhouse, located 
in Historic Stockyard City, where we will enjoy a delightful dinner in a 
casual western atmosphere. Once we have finished with our delicious 
meal, we will be headed to the southern part of Oklahoma City, where we 
will be thoroughly entertained by the performance of “Mark Twain 
Tonight”, presented by Hal Holbrook, at OCCC’s Visual & Performing 
Arts Center Theater,. 

“Mark Twain Tonight!” is a one-man play devised by Hal Holbrook, in 
which he depicts Mark Twain, giving a dramatic recitation selected from 
several of Twain's writings, with an emphasis on the comic ones. The 90-
plus year old Holbrook spoke about the lifelong role that won him a Tony 
Award and the importance of maintaining the tradition of acting.  

While still a student at Ohio's Denison University, Hal Holbrook was 
recommended for the part of Mark Twain by a drama professor. A stranger 
to the author’s work, he thought it sounded like the corniest idea in the 
world, so he politely passed. But a couple of years later in 1954, after 
becoming an out-of-work father, Holbrook revisited the idea. Since then, he 
has toured with his iconic one-man show, “Mark Twain Tonight!”, for 
more than 60 years.  

After an evening filled with the witty humor of “Mark Twain” we will 
return to Edmond at approximately 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Tour #17-1007-2 

Price: $199.00 pp 

Includes: 
Transportation  
Dinner                  
Show 

For information or 
reservations, contact: 

Harry Kocurek 
340-0691, Ext. 109 

Make checks payable to: 
Kaleo Tours          

8241 S. Walker, Ste.124, 
Oklahoma City, OK 

73139 

Kaleo Tours         
405-681-4080 

Cancellation protection 
available for an 

additional amount of 
$9.95. 

 

Beatification open 
The beatification Mass for Fr. 

Rother is open to the public, free 
and no tickets are required. The 
beatification is 10 a.m. Sept. 23 
at the Cox Convention Center. To 
register a bus or shuttle or for in-
formation on parking, restaurants, 
security, etc., go online to 
stanleyrother.org.

Rother Heritage Gallery 
The Heritage Gallery at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, is present-
ing “The Shepherd Cannot Run: A 
Retrospective on the Life of Father 
Stanley Rother.” The free exhibit is 
open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day. Special tours arranged by 
calling (405) 721-5651, Ext. 141.

Guatemalan bishop Mass and 
talk

Bishop Gonzalo de Villa y 
Vásquez, bishop of the Diocese of 
Sololá-Chimaltenango where Fr. 
Rother served at the Oklahoma 
mission, will celebrate Mass at 
4:30 p.m. Sept. 21 in the St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey Church in Shawnee. 
The bishop will give a public talk 
at 7 p.m. in the Sarkey’s Perform-
ing Arts Center at SGU with a 
reception following in the Mabee 
Gerrer Museum of Art. 

Catholic Women: Living the Joy 
of the Gospel  

Catholic women are invited to 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women 2017 Convention Sept. 
7-9 at the Hilton Anatole in Dal-
las. Celebrate Living the Joy of the 
Gospel through liturgies, devo-
tions and guest speakers. Contact 
Becky VanPool, (405) 834-3782 or 
visit www.nccw.org/2017Annual-
Convention.

National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children

The fourth annual “National Day 
of Remembrance for Aborted Chil-
dren” will be observed Sept. 9. The 
Oklahoma ceremony will occur at 
St. Gregory’s University in Shaw-
nee. Mass at 10 a.m., is followed 
by a Rosary Procession to the grot-
to of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
observation closes with a blessing 
of wreaths. Light refreshments 
served afterwards. The wreaths 
will be distributed by members of 
the Knights of Columbus to vari-
ous locations in the state were the 
remains of aborted children are 
buried.

Pray, Walk, Talk
Multiple walking paths and dis-

tances will be made available with 
the idea to enrich spiritual and 
physical life. The free event is at 9 
a.m. Sept. 9 at Regional Park-Ro-
tary Pavilion in Midwest City. 
Shirts are optional for $8. Contact 
St. Philip Neri Faith Communi-
ty Nurse Angie Tomlinson, (405) 
737-4476, (405) 618-9654, angie.
tomlinson@aol.com.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend

Focus on marriage, improve 
communication, deepen intima-
cy and spend quality time free of 
distractions Sept. 15-17 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center. Contact 
Rick and Bev Feller, (405) 323-
9119, rbfeller@gmail.com or apply 
at www.meoklahoma.org.

Pro-life lecture
A public lecture by Daniel K. 

Williams, “The Forgotten Origins of 
the Pro-Life Movement: The Liberal 
Human Rights Campaign against 
Abortion before Roe v. Wade,” will 
be at 4:30 p.m. Sept. 21 at the Fred 
Jones Jr. Museum of Art, Norman. 

Mass of remembrance for suicide 
In memory of those lost to sui-

cide, a Mass of Remembrance will 
be offered on the Memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
15 at St. Francis of Assisi, 1901 
N.W. 18 in Oklahoma City. Family 
and friends who have lost a loved 
one to suicide are invited to at-
tend as well as anyone who wishes 
to pray and comfort those who 
mourn the loss. A reception will 
follow in the parish hall. Contact 
(405) 528-0485.

Oktoberfest
Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 

1100 N. Sara Road in Mustang, is 
having their annual Oktoberfest 
at 6 p.m. Sept. 16. Be immersed 
in the sights, sounds and tastes of 
Germany by attending this annual 
adults-only (age 21 and older) Ok-
toberfest and auction. There will 
be a variety of games with prizes 
and live and silent auctions. Pro-
ceeds support the construction 
of a new parish church. Register 
at (405) 376-3435, or visit www.
holyspiritmustang.org.

40 Days for Life
From Sept. 27 to Nov. 5, every-

one is invited to join other Chris-
tians for 40 Days for Life – 40 days 
of prayer, fasting and peaceful 
vigil for an end to abortion. People 
are invited to stand and peace-
fully pray during a 40-day vigil 
in the public right-of-way outside 
the Planned Parenthood facility 
at 6112 N.W. 63, in Warr Acers. 
For information or to volunteer, 
contact Dale Dirkschneider, (405) 
209-0309, dsdirkschneider@gmail.
com; or Dick Smith, (405) 650-
1603, dicksmith77@cox.net.

Bishop McGuinness reunion
The class of 1962 BMCHS 55th 

reunion to be Sept. 29-30. Call 
“CAP” Shidler at (405) 830-3611 or 
frankjshidlerjr@yahoo.com.

Falcon 5K and Fun Run
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School 1-mile Fun Run begins 
at 8 a.m. and 5K begins at 8:30 
a.m., Sept. 30 at the school, 600 
Garth Brooks Blvd. Register at 
http://bit.ly/falcon5K. Contact 
falcon5K@sjnok.org.

Celebration of Life Walk
Birth Choice will be celebrating 

their 25th Celebration of Life Walk 
Oct. 1 at the Myriad Botanical Gar-

dens. Registration and activities 
begin at 12:30 p.m. Walk begins 
at 2 p.m. For information and to 
register, visit www.birthchoice.org.
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The Pierce Agency
Kevin Pierce

General Agent
(877) 707-0752

Kevin.Pierce@KofC.org
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Ranked the #1 Agency in the order 
in 2015 and in the U.S. in 2016
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Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at the Stanley Rother 
House (behind St. James) in 
OKC, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. Call 
John or Mary McClernon, (405) 
330-6334, (405) 414-9407.

Labor Day – Catholic Pastoral 
Center closed. 

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-0539, 
tonicalvey1900@gmail.com or 
visit www.SpiritOKC.org.

The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Feast of St. Peter Claver.

Knights of Columbus retreat at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
Contact Michael Zink, (405) 
314-4120.

National Day of Remembrance 
for Aborted Children Mass 10 
a.m. at St. Gregory’s Univer-
sity, Shawnee. Rosary proces-
sion follows. 

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica 
meeting Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. 
A/B, at St. Charles Borromeo, 

5024 N. Grove Ave. Contact Ju-
dith Martin at (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.

Pray, Walk, Talk at 9 a.m. at 
Regional Park-Rotary Pavilion 
in Midwest City. Contact Angie 
Tomlinson, (405) 737-4476, 
(405) 618-9654, 
angie.tomlinson@aol.com.

Charismatic Healing Mass, 
5:30 p.m., Immaculate Concep-
tion, 3901 S.W. 29, OKC. Call 
(405) 685-4806.

Pray the Rosary for Life at 6:30 
p.m. at the abortion center, 
2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman. 
In cases of inclement weath-
er, meet at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson St., 
Norman. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity of Great-
er OKC meeting, 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at St. Andrew, 800 N.W. 
5, Moore, McConnell Room. 
Contact Bill Full, (316) 558-
0422, billfull@cox.net.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) will meet at 7 
p.m. at St. Ann Retirement 
Center community room. Con-
tact Fr. M. Price Oswalt, (405) 
567-3404.

Feast of St. John Chrysostom.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del City. 
Contact Ken at (405) 739-
0036, OklaPost168@cox.net.

The Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Rapha-
el House, Edmond. Contact 
Marilyn Seiler, (405) 340-
0691, Ext. 197, parishnurse@
stjohn-catholic.org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact Toni 
Calvey at (405) 630-
0539, tonicalvey1900@
gmail.com or visit www.
SpiritOKC.org.

Feast of Our Lady of 
Sorrows. 

Worldwide Marriage En-
counter weekend at the 
Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter. Contact Rick and 
Bev Feller, (405) 323-
9119 or apply at www.
meoklahoma.org.

Mass of remembrance 
for suicide, 6:30 p.m. 
at St. Francis of Assisi, 
1901 N.W. 18, OKC. 

Feast of Sts. Cornelius and 
Cyprian. 

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass at 9:30 a.m.; meet-
ing following. Contact Karen 
Banks (405) 396-9086 or Toni 
Harrelson at (405) 341-2199.

The community of the Secular 
Order of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of Mt. Carmel and St. 
Teresa of Jesus – Oklahoma 
Community and Province of St. 
Therese, Little Flower Church, 
OKC, Noon - 4:30 p.m. Call 
Barbara Basgall (405) 826-
3860 or Susan Staudt (405) 
473-6328.
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Overcoming the heartache of disaster

Make a contribution today online at givetocc.org 
or text PROVIDING to 41444 in order to give.

One heart. One mind. Your gift.
All the difference.

 

The community of believers was of

one heart and one mind, 
and no one claimed that any of his possessions were his own …

- Acts 4:32

In 2015, 6,869 people registered with 
FEMA in 45 Oklahoma counties after 
treacherous rain and flooding. The U.S. 

government declared the disaster a FEMA 
emergency, allowing for the use of government 
money in recovery efforts.

Robertta Lee, a widow who was recovering 
from the recent deaths of her husband and 
adult daughter, was one of the many storm 
survivors who contacted Catholic Charities 
seeking help.  Shortly after the storms swept 
through Oklahoma in Spring 2015, Lee suf-
fered a heart attack and was hospitalized. She 
contacted Catholic Charities hoping to find 
help to repair her home from the flood damage. 

Case manager Heather Millar met with Lee to 
determine her needs and help create a recovery 
plan.

“Initially Mrs. Lee was denied federal assis-
tance because she had homeowners’ insurance 
at the time of the disaster,” Millar said. “But, 

the repairs were more than she could afford 
while living on a fixed income.” Lee and Millar 
drafted a statement to present to the unmet 
needs committee, showing that her deductible 
was more than the cost of the repairs. 

The 
committee 
approved 
the funding, 
and partner 
agencies 
volunteered 
manpower 
for repairs 
to her roof, 
ceiling and 
floor that were necessary to keep her home in 
livable condition. 

Millar said, “Many times, clients are strug-
gling before a disaster hits, and being forced to 
clean up from a natural disaster only increases 

the magnitude of those prior struggles.”  
Disaster case managers like Millar work to 

provide hope and guidance through difficult 
times for survivors who are on the road to 
recovery.

Catholic Charities Disaster Services pro-
vides clients with safe, sanitary and secure 
homes following a natural disaster. Many 
times clients have no money to buy materi-
als such as roof shingles, drywall or lumber 
that are necessary to fix damage. After an 
individual recovery plan is determined, case 
managers work with partner agencies to 
secure resources such as manpower, ma-
terials and money to meet disaster-related 

unmet needs.
“Lee is now living comfortably in her home 

without the fear of damaging her health due to 
unsafe living conditions caused by the flooding. 
She can enjoy the time she has with her grand-
daughter and watch her grow in security.”  

Catholic Charities 
staff and volunteers 
pamper two clients 
at the Sanctuary 
Women’s Devel-
opment Center in 
Stockyards City 
during “Queen for 
a Day,” an annual 
event to give home-
less clients a day of 
pampering and feel-
ing special. Photos 
provided. 

Gwen Johnson
(405) 523-3000
(800) 375-8514

http://catholiccharitiesok.
org/Disaster

Disaster Services

Joanne Woods and her 
family gather in front 
of her new home made 
possible through Cath-
olic Charities disaster 
case management ser-
vices and partnerships 
with Convoy of Hope, 
United Way of Central 
Oklahoma, Ameri-
can Red Cross, and 
The Salvation Army. 
Woods’ home was de-
stroyed in the May 20, 
2013, tornado.


