
Before leaving for col-
lege, Deacon Zach-
ary (Zak) Boazman 

and his mom Janette were 
in a car running errands. 
His mom asked if he still 
planned to study science 
and possibly enter the med-
ical field. His response: “I 
think I am supposed to be a 
priest.”  

“At that moment it be-
came very real, he meant it, 
he thought he was sup-
posed to be a priest,” Ja-
nette Boazman said. 

The priesthood always 
seemed like a possibility for 
Boazman. He attended Cis-
tercian Preparatory School, 
in Irving, Texas, and during 
eighth-grade, he thought 
becoming a monk would be 
“an interesting way to live 
my life.” As a high school 
senior, he began attending 
daily Mass and that’s where 
his future came into focus.

“My daily encounter with 
the Eucharist and the priest 
as minister of the Blessed 
Sacrament: that’s where 
I heard the call. I didn’t 
really even know what it all 
meant, but by the end of my 
senior year in high school, 
I was convinced it was for 
me.”

In August 2010, Boazman 
went to the University of 
Oklahoma as a national 
merit scholar. He arrived at 
OU the same time Father 
Jim Goins was assigned to 
Saint Thomas More Uni-
versity Parish; something 
Boazman said was “God’s 
providence.”

Boazman shared his call-
ing to the Cistercian monas-
tery with Father Goins, and 
in turn Father Goins asked, 
“Have you ever thought 
of diocesan priesthood?” 
Boazman said he reject-
ed the idea for a year, but 
Father Goins was persistent 
and continued to encourage 
him to discern.

“I’ve always tried to im-
press on Zak how incredibly 
powerful and beautiful it 
is to say a Mass, to act ‘in 
persona Christi.’ I’ve also 
advised him to remain close 
to Our Lady. And, I always 
remind him to visit the sick. 
In fact, he often has accom-
panied me on sick calls,” 
Father Goins said. 

In addition to the men-
torship from Father Goins, 
there are two events that 
drove Boazman to apply 
to be a seminarian for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. The first event was a 
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Go Make Disciples

Women religious find a place of 
honor on Mother’s Day

journey to the priesthoodFr. Zunmas 
receives Rother 

Faithful Shepherd 
Award

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

WASHINGTON – When the 
elderly men and women at the 
Jeanne Jugan Residence for 
senior care pray the Rosary with 
Sister Constance Veit, they see 
her as more than one of the care-
givers at the facility.

Though this nun with the Little 
Sisters of the Poor is many years 
their junior, these seniors think 
of her as their spiritual mother, 
a term often used by popes when 
they refer to women religious.

More than one of those res-
idents said they were going to 
honor Sister Constance May 12, 
just like they would any other 
mother on Mother’s Day.

Pope Francis has called on 
women religious to “be moth-
ers, as a figure of Mary ... and of 
mother Church. It is impossible 
to understand Mary without her 
motherhood; it is impossible to 
understand the Church apart 
from her motherhood and you are 
icons of Mary and the Church.”

Sister Constance has answered 
the pope’s call and embraced the 

role of spiritual mother.
“Our motherhood is exercised 

by loving those whom God puts 
in our path, those to whom he 
confides to us to care for,” she 
said. “In my case, we care for 
the elderly. I look at myself as a 
spiritual mother to the elderly 
because I try to nurture them, to 
protect them from harm and to 
educate them spiritually.”

Though most of the elderly who 
reside at Washington’s Jeanne 
Jugan Residence arrive with a 

Mother’s Day May 12

By Chaz Muth 
Catholic News Service 

continued on page 9

“What a great road lies ahead” 

Father Oby Zunmas, pastor of 
Holy Cross in Madill and Good 
Shepherd in Marietta, was pre-
sented the 2019 Blessed Stanley 
Rother Faithful Shepherd Award 
by his fellow priests April 16 
during a ceremony before the 
Chrism Mass at The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

The faithful shepherd award is 
given each spring to a priest in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

Sr. Constance Veit talks to an elderly 
resident of the Jeanne Jugan Residence 
for senior care. CNS photo.

Dcn. Zak Boazman will be ordained to the 
priesthood on June 29. Photo provided.

continued on page 9

continued on page 8
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a “Celebration of the Bible” 
is a community initiative that 
commemorates the importance 
of the Bible in Oklahoma City 
with a Spring Public Reading 
and a Fall Concert of Music 
and Word. The 2019 event, in 
partnership with the Oklaho-
ma Capitol Commission, will 
be at Noon on Tuesday, May 
7, in the 2nd Floor Rotunda of 
the Oklahoma State Capitol. 
Visit www.facebook.com/cel-
ebrationoftheBible or contact 
Joel.Harder@capitolcom.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Every pope since Saint Paul VI has been insistent in 
calling the whole Church to a renewal of faith, espe-
cially in nominally Christian or formerly Christian 
parts of the world where faith has grown cold. 

This is the essence of the new evangelization. We 
use the term new evangelization frequently, but many 
Catholics don’t understand what it means. Admit-
tedly, we often rely too heavily on our own “churchy” 
jargon. That’s part of the problem. 

So, what do we mean by a new evangelization? 
Certainly, the new evangelization does not imply a 
new message or new content. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. But, it is a new 
way of proposing the Gospel under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit that responds to the questions of our 
time. Specifically, it calls us to find ways to propose 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in ways that are engaging 
and compelling in a highly secularized culture. It rec-
ognizes that in places where faith and the apostolic 
impulse has grown cold, we have to move intentional-
ly from maintenance to mission. 

The Church exists to evangelize: to bring Christ to 
the world and the world to Christ. It’s not enough 
simply to keep the lights on and expect people will 
come and be nourished by the treasures that have 
been entrusted to the Church by Christ through the 
Holy Spirit. That’s the way of maintenance.

We must rediscov-
er the missionary 
zeal of the church of 
Pentecost. We must 
reclaim our voca-
tion to missionary 
discipleship. But, to 
evangelize others we 
have to be evange-
lized ourselves. This 
is a challenge for all 
of us: laity, religious 
and the ordained.  

This is the crucial 
pastoral challenge 
of our time: to propose the faith, to witness to the 
faith, to unveil the beautiful riches of the Catholic 
faith so that all people might come to know Christ, to 
love Christ and to follow Christ in the bosom of his 
Church. Faith is not an abstraction. We put our faith 
in a person, Jesus Christ. Nor can we separate the 
person of Jesus from the Church that he established 
at Pentecost to continue his saving mission and hand 
on the treasures of faith.

This is a tall order! Or so it may seem. A few years 
ago, Cardinal Timothy Dolan outlined a seven-point 
framework for the new evangelization to help us con-
fidently embrace our mission as agents of this new 
evangelization. In summary this is what he proposes:  

The secular mindset disdains the need for God. 
Though this mindset is widespread in our culture, 
it will not win the day. We are hard-wired for God. 
There is an innate longing in each of us for a tran-
scendent reality, for beauty, for truth, for goodness: 
for God. Saint Augustine wrote, “You have made us 
for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until 
they rest in you.” Our hearts cannot be satisfied by 
anything less than God: not wealth, not pleasure, not 
prestige or power. One of my favorite films, “The Way” 
depicts this longing in a beautiful and compelling 
way showing how the Christian message can strike a 
chord even among very secular irreligious people. The 
first key for the new evangelization, then, is to keep 
this quest for God alive. We have to find ways to tap 
into it.

The second point: “Be not afraid!” With a humble 
confidence we have to stand ready to “put out into 
the deep.” We have been entrusted with the treasure 
that every human heart is searching for: the Word of 

God. It is the key that 
unlocks the mystery of 
human existence. We 
have to trust in that di-
vine truth. It is with the 
power of God that the 
Holy Spirit sends us forth 
to share this Good News. We do not labor on our own 
authority or take on this mission by ourselves. We 
are sent as ambassadors of Christ and of his Church.

The new evangelization does not first propose a be-
lief-system, but a person: Jesus Christ. We don’t lead 
with apologetics. We are sent to help people encoun-
ter Jesus. It is Christ who captivates the hearts and 
minds of men and women. 

Jesus is the Truth. The encounter with Jesus – this 
first step of evangelization – has to be followed by a 
systematic catechesis (and an effective apologetics). 
Jesus has entrusted his mission to the Church and 
it is the Church guided by the Holy Spirit that trans-
mits the fullness of Christian faith to every gener-
ation. The evangelizers themselves have to be fully 
evangelized and catechized. 

An evangelist is a person of joy. Joy is one of the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. Leon Bloy said, “Joy is the 
infallible sign of God’s presence.” Saint Teresa of Avi-

la said, “A sad saint 
is a sorry saint!” If 
we are going to be 
credible witnesses, 
we have to be joyful. 
Do our lives mani-
fest the joy of faith? 
Do we smile? Are we 
cheerful and hope-
ful? Our lives will 
either be a sign or a 
countersign to the 
truth of the Gos-
pel’s claims. Gospel 

means “Good News.” Pope Francis has been insistent 
on this in his preaching and teaching. He has given 
us a beautiful apostolic exhortation called “The Joy 
of the Gospel.” Do we conduct ourselves with joy as 
bearers of good news?

The new evangelization is about sharing the love of 
God. As Saint Paul writes, “The love of Christ urges 
us on!” The love of Christ has to be made manifest in 
concrete ways, especially in our willingness to serve 
others. Jesus said, “I have come to serve and not to 
be served.” Whether in our personal relationships or 
through Catholic institutions and organizations like 
Catholic Charities or the Saint Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety or the Knights of Columbus, the spiritual and cor-
poral works of mercy motivated by the love of Christ 
are a necessary element of evangelization. 

Martyrdom is a sign of the times in which we live. 
Does this sound shocking? The 20th century saw 
more martyrs than the previous 19 combined. Mar-
tyrdom is the supreme witness to the truth and pow-
er of the Gospel. Those who live the faith with integ-
rity will suffer persecution in some form. A few might 
even be called upon to shed their blood, like Blessed 
Stanley Rother. Those who patiently suffer perse-
cution for their faith are powerful agents of evange-
lization. We are called bear the cross faithfully and 
joyfully by following Jesus as his disciples and wit-
nesses. An ancient Christian writer, Tertullian, wrote 
that “The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians.” 

This framework is not exhaustive, of course. The 
Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization. 
He will always surprise us with something new and 
unexpected! Come, Holy Spirit!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

A seven-point framework for a 
new evangelization

All-loving God, 
we give you thanks and 

praise for all mothers. May 
they be blessed with patience 

and tenderness to care for 
their families and themselves 
with great joy. We remember 
mothers who are separated 
from their children because 
of war, poverty or conflict. 

We pray for women who are 
not mothers, but still love and 
shape us with motherly care 
and compassion. We remem-
ber mothers, grandmothers 

and great-grandmothers who 
are no longer with us but who 
live forever in our memory and 

nourish us with their love. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

“We are sent to help 
people encounter 
Jesus. It is Christ 
who captivates the 

hearts and minds of 
men and women.”

The patron saint of priests, 
Saint John Vianney, once 
wrote “the priesthood is 

the love of the heart of Jesus.” 
Priests carry out the mission of 

the Church by leading parishes, 
teaching the faith, preaching the 
Gospel and administering the sac-
raments. 

From the time a man is ordained 
a priest he is expected to live his 
life with a zeal for souls and in ser-
vice to others. As good shepherds, 
priests dedicate their lives to the 
pastoral care of his parishioners. 
They are with their people in times 
of joy and in times of great hard-
ship – giving of themselves without 
expectation.

While they live their lives in ser-
vice to others, priests face many 
concerns, including the needs of 
their lives in retirement.

A priest is required to submit 

his resignation at age 75. A priest 
does not cease being a priest once 
they retire even though he may 
stop being active in regular parish 
ministry.

Some priests live in a rectory or 
other housing provided to them, 
while others may live in an assist-
ed living or nursing home, depend-
ing on health issues. 

Physical health is a major con-
cern for all priests, but even more 
so for those who have retired. 

In order to provide care to re-
tired priests in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, Suzanne Clem, 
R.N., B.S.N., works as the priests’ 
nurse. She works to ensure every 
priest is cared for physically as 
well as spiritually in his retire-
ment.

“I help the priests not only nav-
igate their 
health con-
cerns, but 
also answer 
questions 
they might 
have about 
retirement 
such as their 
insurance 
or benefits,” 
Clem said. “I 
will check on 

them if they are in the hospital 
or a retirement or nursing home 
because I want to serve these men 
who have spent large portions of 
their lives serving others.”

Clem coordinates the medical 
care of the retired priests and at-
tends appointments with them to 
provide the best care possible.

Ensuring comfortable living 
arrangements and quality care to 
retired priests is an important goal 
of the archdiocese and a major 
aspect of the One Church, Many 
Disciples campaign. 

A portion of funds raised 

through the campaign will be 
designated for priest retirement 
to make sure the men who have 
offered their lives in service to the 
Kingdom of God are able to live 
out their retirement comfortably, 
knowing they are cared for in a 
loving and dignified manner.

Avery Holt is the coordinator of 
communications for One Church, 
Many Disciples.
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One Church, Many Disciples to ensure 
dignified care for retired priests

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $87,658,402 110%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,719,941

$2,528,104

$10,379,340

$16,136,973

$14,260,690

$9,613,422

$10,974,038

$45,894

119%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

51%

122%

118%

130%

97%

71%

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

May 5 – Confirmation, 9 a.m., St. Gregory the Great, Enid
May 5 – Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day), 2 p.m., Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School
May 7 – Pastoral center staff listening session, 9:30 a.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center
May 7 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
May 7 – Nurses’ Day Mass, 6 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC
May 8 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph, Enid
May 8 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Ponca City
May 9 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., St. James, OKC
May 9 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., 
Downtown Petroleum Club
May 9 – Senior Staff meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
May 9 – Regional Listening Session, 6 p.m., Holy Family, Lawton
May 10 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., Little Flower, OKC
May 11 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Mary, Clinton
May 11 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Matthew, Elk City
May 12 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
May 14 – Catholic Relief Services Governance and Nominations 
Committee teleconference, 1 p.m.
May 14 – Joint meeting of USCCB Domestic Justice and Human 
Development and International Peace and Justice Committees, 2:15 
p.m., USCCB offices, Washington, D.C.
May 15 – USCCB Domestic Justice and Human Development 
Committee meeting, 7 a.m., USCCB offices, Washington, D.C.
May 16 – Mass, 9:30 a.m., The Center of Family Love, Okarche
May 16 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee, 1:30 p.m., CPC
May 16 – Regional Listening Session, 6 p.m., CPC
May 18 – Pastoral Ministry Graduation Mass, 10 a.m., St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel, CPC
May 18 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Holy Spirit, Mustang
May 19 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
May 19 – Mystagogy Mass, 4 p.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC

By Avery Holt
For the Sooner Catholic 

To learn more about the One Church, Many 
Disciples campaign and how it will support 
priest retirement and other ministries in the 
archdiocese – or to make an online gift – go to 
www.onechurchmanydisciples.org.

ONE CHURCH, MANY DISCIPLES

EVERY LIFE IS  UNIQUE and deserves to be remembered in a 
special way. Your Dignity Memorial® professionals are dedicated 
to helping you plan ahead for a personal, meaningful final tribute 
that honors the customs and traditions you cherish.

Proudly serving the Catholic community.

honoring traditions, 
strengthening faith. 

Primrose Funeral service
Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery

NoRmaN

405-321-6000   PrimroseFuneralService.com

Primrose
Funeral Service

NoRmaN
PrimroseFuneralService.com

405-321-6000

sunset 
Memorial Park Cemetery

NoRmaN
SunsetMemorialPark-OK.com

405-329-2553

Whole life insurance underwritten by American Memorial Life Insurance Company, Rapid City, SD.

M15498_4954_Primrose_0317_Sunset_Traditions_PNT_5x7_Catholic_C.indd   1 3/26/19   11:26 PM



NEW YORK – The 150-year-old 
heart of a French priest is on a 
U.S. tour – a Roman Catholic relic 
with New York City as its latest 
stop.

It was on display Saturday at 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth 
Avenue, where both the faithful 
and the curious lined up to see the 
human organ behind glass. The 
Knights of Columbus fraternity is 
sponsoring the pilgrimage of this 
heart, which has been to 28 states 
so far, with more coming up. The 
pilgrimage will stop in Oklahoma 
May 18-19 at Saint John Nepomuk 
in Yukon.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Arch-
bishop of New York, led a proces-
sion venerating the heart of Saint 

John Vianney, who was a priest in 
the southern French town of Ars, 
outside Lyon. He lived during the 
French Revolution, helping to hide 
priests on the run.

The tradition of preserving the 
body parts of saintly Catholics 
goes back to the Middle Ages in It-
aly. When Saint Catherine of Siena 
died in Rome, her hometown of Si-
ena wanted her remains. But, they 
didn’t want to get caught making 
off with the whole body and decid-
ed to take just her head.

Vianney is considered the patron 
saint of parish priests, famed for 
hearing confessions for endless 
hours with an ear so understand-
ing that he drew Catholics from all 
around Europe.

“He would also recount to them 
the sins they left out, because he 
instinctively felt who they are,” 
said Joseph Cullen, a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. “But, he 
had a heart of gold.”

In the next week, Saint Vianney’s 
heart will be displayed in schools 
and churches in other parts of New 
York City as well as other venues 
on the East Coast. 

The relic is to return to its per-
manent home at a French shrine 
in Ars in early June. The U.S. tour 
began in November.

“Vianney was recognized by the 
Church as a saint and since then, 
priests especially have honored 
him and looked to him as a good 
model for the way they’re sup-
posed to be living their lives,” said 
Monsignor Robert Ritchie, who 

has worked as a pastor at parishes 
in the Bronx and Harlem. “It’s a 
perfect time especially for priests 
in the middle of the scandals and 
all of the stories that are going 
around; we need an example of 
somebody good, holy and pure.”

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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Saint John Vianney’s 150-year-old 
heart venerated in NYC

By Verena Dobnik 
Associated Press

Two women pray in front a container bearing the heart of St. John Vianney April 
6 at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. The 150-year-old heart of the French 
priest is being toured throughout the United States. The tradition of venerat-
ing the body parts of saintly Catholics goes back to the Middle Ages in Italy. AP 
Photo/Julie Walker.

St. John Nepomuk 
600 Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon

May 18
Arrival of the Relic 4 p.m. 

Mass 5 p.m. 
Following Mass, veneration will 

be available overnight. 
May 19 

Morning prayer 6 a.m. 
Mass 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Veneration will be available 
between Masses. 

kofc.org/vianney

Relic pilgrimage of St. John 
Vianney’s incorrupt heart
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Priest Assignments 2019
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

The following assignments are effective July 2

Pastor

Rev. Cory 
Stanley

Holy Trinity, 
Okarche; (Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, 
Calumet)           

Pastor

Rev. Robert 
Wood

St. Philip Neri, 
Midwest City

Prince of Peace, 
Altus; (St. Helen, 
Frederick)

St. Mark, Norman 

Pastor

Rev. Davasahayam 
(Deva) Undralla

St. Teresa of Avila, 
Harrah; (St. Vincent 
de Paul, McCloud)

Our Lady of Sor-
rows, Chandler; 
(St. Louis, Stroud)

St. Eugene, Weath-
erford; (Sacred 
Heart, Hinton; 
Blessed Sacrament, 
Thomas)         

Pastor

Rev. Carl 
Janocha

St. Patrick, 
Anadarko; (Our 
Lady of the Ro-
sary, Binger; St. 
Richard, Carnegie)

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. William G. 
Banowsky (1)

Christ the King, 
Oklahoma City

St. Mary, Clinton; 
(St. Ann, 
Cordell)         

Pastor

Rev. Joseph 
Nettem

St. Mary, Medford; 
(St. Joseph, Pond 
Creek; Assump-
tion, Wakita)

Rev. Timothy 
Ruckel

Chaplain, Integris 
Hospital and Dea-
coness Hospital and 
St. Ann Retirement 
Center; in residence 
at Catholic Pastoral 
Center

Pastor

Rev. Timothy 
Fuller

Pastor

Rev. Kelly 
Edwards

Pastor

Rev. Balaswamy 
Mandagiri

Administrator

Rev. Christopher 
Tran

Pastor

Rev. Joseph 
David

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. T. Jerome 
Krug (2)

The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, OKC

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. John 
Herrera

St. Francis Xavier 
and St. Gregory, 
Enid

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Alexander 
Kroll

St. John, Edmond

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Zachary 
Boazman

St. Mary, Ponca 
City; (St. Francis, 
Newkirk)

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Rajesh 
Nettem

St. James, 
Oklahoma City

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Boodali 
Damian Lawrence 
(3) 

St. Benedict, 
Shawnee (Immac-
ulate Conception, 
Seminole; St. Jo-
seph, Wewoka)

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Yeruva 
Balashoureddy (4)

Holy Family, 
Lawton

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Bathini 
Balaswamy (5)

Assumption, 
Duncan (Immac-
ulate Conception, 
Marlow; San Jose, 
Ryan; St. Patrick, 
Walters)

Associate 
Pastor

Rev. Maddhichetty 
Christuraj (6)

St. Peter, Wood-
ward; (St. Joseph, 
Buffalo; Sacred 
Heart, Mooreland; 
Holy Name, Shat-
tuck)

Special Assignment

(1) Temporary assignment until studies are resumed in September
(2) Temporary assignment until studies are resumed in September
(3) New priest arriving from the Diocese of Nellore
(4) New priest arriving from the Diocese of Guntur
(5) New priest arriving from the Diocese of Guntur
(6) New priest arriving from the Diocese of Nellore
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A unique convergence
Real Life Disciples

Making Sense of Bioethics

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
Catechesis

Nobody gets hurt?

I found myself early on Good Friday in a 
car repair shop, sitting in the waiting room. I 
glanced up and noticed the TV screen across 
the room. Father Price Oswalt was approaching 
a microphone. I recognized him right away, but 
couldn’t hear what was going on, so I went over 
to turn up the volume. For the next 30 minutes 
or so I watched the Oklahoma City Bombing 
Memorial Service. It was beautifully done. 
As I watched, I was struck by two thoughts. 
One, how interesting it was that the date of 
the bombing 
anniversary 
fell this year 
on Good Fri-
day. And two, 
the bombing 
anniversary 
was one day 
before the anniversary of the Columbine shoot-
ing, which I had experienced when living in 
Colorado.

Twenty years ago, I was the youth minister at 
a Catholic parish just a couple miles down the 
road from Columbine High School. More than 
200 of our teens were in the building that day. 
Three of the 13 killed were from our parish as 
well as many of the wounded. My life was deep-
ly impacted by that tragic day. I was quickly 
immersed in recovery efforts, helping with 
counseling, planning funerals, feeding people, 
etc. We literally served three meals a day at the 
parish for several weeks. In the face of trage-
dy, everyone wanted to be together. It was a 
time of deep grief, and lots of confusion. And, it 
seemed to last forever. I remember wondering 
at the time if the heaviness would ever lift, and 

if things would ever get back to normal. They 
really never did, but we did eventually realize a 
new normal.

Both of these tragedies left people reeling 
with grief and an overwhelming sense of loss. 
These kinds of events also leave us with ques-
tions about evil. Where does such evil come 
from? Why in the world would God allow it? As 
I sat at the Easter Vigil Mass, though, I was 
struck by the significance of the way the dates 
fell this year. It was a unique convergence – the 

Oklahoma City bombing 
anniversary on Good 
Friday, April 19, the 
Columbine anniversary 
on Saturday, April 20, 
and then Easter Sun-
day on April 21. I was 
somewhat moved by an 

amazing reality of our faith that Easter Sunday 
always follows Good Friday!

This isn’t just a nice idea or some super-spir-
itual notion that is unattainable. I have ex-
perienced the reality of it in my own life, and 
I know many others who have as well. God 
triumphs over evil. The evil never goes away, 
evidenced once again on Easter morning as I 
woke to news of the Sri Lanka bombings – ter-
rorist activity that killed more than 250 people 
on Easter Sunday. This evil is the poverty of 
humanity. But, we can find great solace in the 
fact that Easter morning will always follow. Evil 
will never win in the end!

The other amazing truth of our faith is that 
God somehow can take tragic events and bring 
good out of them. Romans 8:28 says, “all 
things work together for good for those who 

love God, 
and who 
are called 
accord-
ing to his 
purpose.” 
Revela-
tion 21:5 
says, 
“Behold, I 
make all things new.” 

As I have made new friends here in Oklaho-
ma City over the past couple of years, I have 
heard many stories about the federal build-
ing bombing 24 years ago. Every single one of 
those stories has been marked by the amazing 
response of the people who rushed to help and 
came together to heal. The lasting memories 
seem to be of the human solidarity and hope 
that resulted from it. I think this is what Paul 
means when he says that all things can work 
together for good. God has the victory, and in 
the end will always win, because even when 
it seems like the enemy has triumphed, God 
somehow turns evil into something good and 
for his purposes.

This is a fundamental principle of lived disci-
pleship – learning to trust God in the midst of 
life’s difficult circumstances. 

So many can be tempted to lose trust and 
abandon faith in the face of tragedy and loss. 
Be encouraged. If the Church had gotten stuck 
on Good Friday, they would have missed the 
resurrection altogether. With every Good Fri-
day, Easter follows! Don’t lose heart and don’t 
lose faith. Wait for it!

“This is a fundamental principle of lived disciple-
ship – learning to trust God in the midst of life’s 
difficult circumstances.”

A few years back, I gave a talk 
entitled “Thinking Through the 
Transgender Question” at a local 
parish. In the audience were sev-
eral individuals supporting the 
transgender movement. During the 
question-and-answer session, one 
of them, a young woman, raised 
this difficulty: “If someone wants to 
transition, how does that hurt any-
body else? If my friend wants to be 
transgender, how would that harm 
any of us?” 

Behind this line of argument, first, 
is the widely held notion that each 
of us is an isolated unit and our 
private choices don’t affect others. 
Yet, the old adage that no man is an 
island rings perennially true. Grave 
harms to others, in fact, follow in the 
wake of the radical personal decision 
to “switch genders.”

I recently spent some time with 
a husband and wife who had a 
son struggling with depression 
and schizophrenia and who was 
convinced he was a woman. They 
shared with me how their son no 
longer spoke to any of his siblings 
or relatives, shutting everyone out 
of his life. He moved away to link 
up with the transgender community 
at his college for support, and his 
parents summed up his new way of 
thinking as the detonation of a bomb 
that had ravaged the whole family.

That kind of devastation has been 
thoroughly catalogued by those who 
have gone all the way through the 
process of transitioning, and years 

or decades later come to regret it. 
Walt Heyer is one such individual 

who turned to hormones and sur-
geries to try to take on the appear-
ance of a woman. Many years later, 
he “detransitioned,” and started 
writing and speaking about his 
experiences. He has summarized 
the painful effects of his choices on 
those around him in several of his 
essays.

“Being transgender required de-
stroying the identity of Walt so my 
female persona, Laura, would feel 
unshackled from Walt’s past, with 
all of its hurt, shame and abuse,” 
he wrote. “It’s a marvelous distrac-
tion for a while, but it isn’t a perma-
nent solution when the underlying 
issues remain unaddressed. Gender 
change is at its heart a self-de-
structive act. Transgenders not only 
annihilate their birth identity, they 
destroy everyone and everything in 
their wake: family, wife, children, 
brothers or sisters, and career.”

Walt had been married for many 
years, but after transitioning, he 
and his wife divorced. Communi-
cation with his children ceased. He 
was fired from his well-paying job 
as an engineer and became prac-
tically destitute. Virtually all the 
significant relationships in his life 
were damaged, some irretrievably.

In his essay, Walt follows the trail 
of breadcrumbs in his own life to its 
logical conclusion.

“It occurred to me after much 
self-reflection that asking a surgeon 

to modify my appearance through a 
series of cosmetic procedures was 
simply a socially acceptable means 
of self-mutilation and self-destruc-
tion,” he stated. “Taken to the 
extreme, self-destruction leads to 
suicide.”

Follow-up studies of those who 
undergo sex-change operations 
have shown that they experienced 
highly elevated suicide rates, even 
many years post-surgery, reveal-
ing yet another of the grave harms 
associated with transitioning that 
brings untold heartache to family 
and friends, relatives and acquain-
tances.

Beyond wreaking havoc in the life 
of patients and those around them, 
other damaging societal conse-
quences arise in the wake of transi-
tioning. 

In a recent article in “Public 
Discourse,” Dr. Monique Robles, 
a pediatric critical care specialist, 
stresses how schools and institu-
tions of higher learning are now 
“enforcing the use of preferred 
gender pronouns and opening 
bathrooms and sports teams to stu-
dents of the opposite biological sex. 
Educators who refuse to comply 
are losing their jobs. Parents who 
do not agree with the trans-affir-
mative approach for their gender 
dysphoric children are faced with 
legal consequences. In the sports 
arena, biological males identifying 
as transgender are competing in 
women’s events with an unfair bio-

logical advantage. Biological females 
who claim to be male are allowed 
the unfair advantage of competing 
while taking testosterone, which 
is considered ‘doping’ in any other 
circumstance.”

Coming to the conclusion that “no 
one gets hurt” whenever someone 
transitions is simply naïve, contra-
dicted by the facts on the ground 
and by the tortuous lives of those 
pursuing this misguided “solution” 
to their gender confusion. They, 
along with their families and broad-
er society, clearly deserve better. 

Instead of propping up a ficti-
tious and harmful understanding 
of human masculinity and feminin-
ity, we owe it to those struggling 
with gender dysphoria to address 
compassionately their underlying 
mental health concerns. Through 
evidence-based therapies, including 
appropriate psychiatric and inter-
personal outreach and counseling, 
we hope to bring healing, preserve 
family unity, and help sustain im-
portant, lifelong friendships.

That’s what those struggling with 
their gender dysphoria deserve and 
what all those who love them desire.

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe has lived her con-
secrated vocation in the vein of Saint Mother 
Teresa, doing small things with great love. 

These small things, like welcoming girls who 
escaped captivity in war-torn Northern Uganda, 
led to big things: the founding of a vocational 
school for these young women and girls, and 
childcare for their 
children. 
Then, a 
second 
vocation-
al school, 
daycare 
and or-
phanage in another 
Ugandan location. 

From Liturgical 
Press’s People of 
God Series, “Sister Rose-
mary Nyirumbe: Sewing Hope in Uganda” by 
Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda introduces the reader 
to this holy woman, whose life is a life amidst 
the turbulence of recent decades in northern 
Uganda. The book provides the background to 
begin to grasp the history of the Church in this 
part of the world as well as the unsettling vio-
lence that exploded in the 1970s after simmer-
ing for decades. 

In her early days as a sister, the violence was 
perpetrated by rebels and government soldiers 
alike, from stealing cattle and plundering the 
convent to setting fire to houses and random 
killing. As time wore on, the power of Joseph 
Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army grew, along with 
an extreme brutality that centered on kidnap-
ping children and forcing them to kill or be 
killed.

Sister Rosemary responded to the situation 
around her with love, kindness, caution and 
intelligence. She completed her schooling, 
including midwifery training, as a military 
coup overthrew the government. Her first as-
signment was in the town of Moyo, where she 
ran the dispensary, made all urgent medical 
decisions, and delivered the babies of soldiers 
(at times, by flashlight). After a few years, she 
returned to Gulu to further her education. 

Stealing, plundering, kidnapping and killing 
became common as well as soldiers walking 
into the school. At times, her previous medical 
services kept the sisters safe. A rebel soldier 
who she had treated in Moyo warned her of 

coming attacks. After three years amidst in-
creasing brutality, the sisters decided to close 
the school. Sister Rosemary spent the next few 
years studying in southern Uganda and leading 
her community as provincial superior.

In 2001, Sister Rosemary was asked to 
return to Gulu in northern Uganda, to run 
the Saint Monica’s Tailoring School for Girls. 
She was taken aback by the assignment, still 
haunted by her time there years earlier and 
afraid to return to the hostility still present in 

the area. She consulted a spiritual mentor 
and friend, Fr. Luigi, who told her, “Rose-
mary, this is the moment and you are the 
person to be there.”

In time, his words proved to be prophet-
ic, for it was here that her life’s work took 
off. Shortly after taking over the school, 

she noticed some of the girls 
were withdrawn and unable to 
interact with their fellow stu-
dents. One day, she had the 
opportunity to ask one of these 
girls about the cause for her 
behavior. The girl told her that 
she had lived with the rebels 
for nine years and killed many 
people. She didn’t think the 
others would understand.

Sister Rosemary began to 
consider what it meant to 
have a “returnee” living at the 
school. These returnees had 
been taken by the rebels and 
escaped; they were both victims 
of the violence and ex-soldiers, 
perpetuators of the violence 
in the “kill or be killed” realty 
imposed by the rebels.

These girls often came with 
their children, born of that 
same violence after being given 
as “prizes” for the LRA soldiers. 
They lived for years in the cha-
os of the rebel group without 
parents or boundaries and little 
idea of how to re-integrate into 
society.

From here, the sisters invited 
all girls who had escaped from 
captivity to come to Saint Mon-
ica’s, along with their children. 
By the end of the first year, 200 
girls enrolled. They learned the 
practical skill of sewing, giving 
them a skill to offer others. 

Most of all, they learned their own value 
through the love and compassion shown by 
Sister Rosemary’s motherly love. The work with 
returnees grew, in part due to the help of an 
Oklahoma lawyer, Reggie Whitten, who found-
ed the non-profit Pros for Africa to help the sis-
ters, both monetarily and physically, donating 
money and building on trips. 

The biography weaves together the story of 
Sister Rosemary, anecdotes illustrating her 
courage and faith, and the spirituality driving 
Sister Rosemary’s work. It provides a powerful 
introduction to this formidable woman whose 
great works have stemmed from her small 
choices of love.

Anamaria Biddick is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic and daughter of award-winning 
Oklahoma author, Maria Scaperlanda.
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Catholic saints in May

Doing small things with great love
By Anamaría Scaperlanda Biddick 

The Sooner Catholic

St. Joseph the Worker
Saint Joseph the Worker has two feast days 

on the liturgical calendar. The first is March 19 
– Joseph, the husband of Mary. The second is 
May 1 – Joseph, the Worker. There is very little 
about the life of Joseph in Scripture, but it is 
known he was the chaste husband of Mary, the 
foster father of Jesus, a carpenter and a man 
who was not wealthy. Joseph is the patron of 
many things, including the universal Church, 
fathers, the dying and social justice.

Our Lady of Fatima
May 13 is the anniversary of the apparition of 

Our Lady of Fatima to three shepherd children 
in the small village of Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. 
She appeared six times to Lucia, 9, and her 
cousins Francisco, 8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, 
between May 13, 1917, and Oct. 13, 1917.

Our Lady of Fatima revealed three secrets. 
The first two refer to the vision of hell and the 
souls languishing there, the request for an ar-
dent devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
the prediction of the Second World War and 
finally the prediction of the immense damage 
that Russia would do to humanity by abandon-
ing the Christian faith and embracing Commu-
nist totalitarianism. 

The third “secret” was not revealed until 2000 
and referred to the persecutions that humanity 
would undergo in the last century: “The good 
will be martyred; the Holy Father will have 
much to suffer; various nations will be annihi-
lated.”

St. Andrew Bobola
Saint Andrew Bobola is a Polish-born mar-

tyr whose feast day is May 16. He was born in 
Sandormir, Poland, in 1591 to a noble family. 
He was ordained a Jesuit in 1622 and three 
years later became a parish priest in Vilna, 

Lithuania. Saint Andrew Bobola was captured 
after Mass and was brutally tortured. He was 
beheaded and died a martyr, refusing to de-
nounce his Catholic faith. 

St. Rita of Cascia 
On May 22, the Church celebrates the feast 

day of Saint Rita of Cascia, who Saint John 
Paul II called “a disciple of the crucified one” 
and an “expert in suffering.” Born in 1386 in 
Roccaparena, Umbria, Saint Rita was married 
at age 12 to a violent and ill-tempered hus-
band. He was murdered 18 years later and she 
forgave his murderers. On the 100th anniver-
sary of her canonization in 2000, Saint John 
Paul II noted her remarkable qualities as a 
Christian woman. 

“Rita interpreted well the ‘feminine genius’ by 
living it intensely in both physical and spiritual 
motherhood.”

Alexander Sanchez is a student at Cristo Rey 
OKC Catholic High School.

By Alexander Sanchez 
The Sooner Catholic
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strong spiritual core, Sister Constance 
says part of her role is to enrich and fur-
ther their understanding and love of God.

“The recognition of spiritual motherhood 
is a recognition of a supernatural order 
alongside the natural one,” said Domini-
can Sister Maria Veritas Marks, a mem-
ber of the Religious in Residence program 
at The Catholic University of America in 
Washington.

“In this order, it also is possible to give 
people life, supernatural life, to help them 
share the divine life of grace. Consecrated 
religious women are called to this mother-
hood in a particular way through the vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience.”

According to the Vatican Congregation 
for the Clergy’s document, “Eucharistic 
Adoration for the Sanctification of Priests 
and Spiritual Maternity,” “the vocation to 
be a spiritual mother ... is largely unknown, 
scarcely understood and, consequently, 

rarely lived, notwithstanding its fundamen-
tal importance. It is a vocation that is fre-
quently hidden, invisible to the naked eye, 
but meant to transmit spiritual life.”

In his 1988 apostolic letter, “Mulieris 
Dignitatem” (“On the Dignity and Voca-
tion of Women”), Saint John Paul II said 
for consecrated women who live according 
to the charism and rules of the various 
apostolic institutes, spiritual motherhood 
“can express itself as concern for people, 
especially the most needy: the sick, the 
handicapped, the abandoned, orphans, the 
elderly, children, young people, the impris-
oned and, in general, people on the edges 
of society.”

That apostolic letter continued by saying 
just as the motherhood of Mary extends to 
all, so is the spiritual motherhood of con-
secrated women characterized by “ongoing 
intercession, care and maternal solicitude 
for all souls.”

Mary has been an inspiration to Sister 
Constance throughout her vocation as a 
Little Sister of the Poor, calling her to the 

most beautiful ideal and model in mother-
hood.

“I’ve always appreciated the fact that 
Mother’s Day occurs during the month 
of May, a month the Church dedicates 
to Mary,” she said. “I think it’s a way of 
making a connection between our blessed 
mother and mothers, both physical moth-
ers and spiritual mothers.”

In her role as spiritual mother in a care 
facility for the elderly, Sister Constance be-
lieves her priority is to remind seniors they 
too continue to have a mission in this world 
and to help foster their purposefulness.

Another priority is to help them prepare 
for eternal life, Sister Constance said.

“For us, the ultimate of spiritual moth-
erhood is being midwives of souls as they 
prepare to leave this world,” she said. “A 
physical mother brings children into the 
world at the beginning of their lives. We’re 
there at the end of people’s lives to help 
them to be born to eternal life with God 
forever. I think that’s just a beautiful way 
of looking at it.”

2011 trip to the Camino de Santiago. 
“I believe the Holy Spirit worked to 

open my heart there to allow me to 
hear God’s call, which he had been 
communicating during my whole time 
at OU.”

The second event was hearing Arch-
bishop Coakley tell his vocation story. 

“Something clicked in me. I reso-
nated with his desire for a contem-
plative monastic priesthood, but his 
choice ultimately in following God’s 
call to pursue diocesan priesthood. 
Almost immediately 
after that evening, 
I talked to Father 
Jim, I called Father 
(William) Novak, and 
began the application 
process.”

Boazman earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from OU 
in 2012 and entered 
Saint John Vianney 
Theological Seminary 
in Denver. He will earn 
a bachelor’s degree in 
sacred theology and 
a master’s degree in 
divinity. 

“I feel so proud of 
Zak. He has taken sem-
inary formation seri-
ously. His spiritual and 
intellectual growth has 
inspired me. In a very 
real sense, his journey 
to priesthood has made 
me a better priest,” Father Goins said.

Janette Boazman said she and her 
husband, Mike, thought their son 
would get to OU and his calling would 
fade. 

“But, it didn’t. It only strengthened 
once he met Father Jim and the pa-
rishioners of Saint Thomas More. It 
certainly was a time when I witnessed 
God’s hand at work.”

Deacon Boazman added, “In many 
ways, ‘father’ is such an appropriate 
title for Father Jim, as he has been a 
spiritual father to me.”

The seven years of formation 
Boazman has spent in Denver have 
been a great blessing, a time of 
growth and a challenge, he said. 

“I am forced to recognize my own 
faults and failings and need for 
God’s mercy and grace. Nevertheless, 
I’ve been blessed to be surround-
ed by many priests and other men 
studying for priesthood who have 

helped me 
grow along 
the way, not 
the least of 
whom is my 
classmate 
and great 
friend, Alex 
Kroll.”

Kroll will 
be ordained 
to the 
priesthood 

along 

with Boazman 
in June. 

Deacon 
Boazman 
said he looks 
forward most 
to celebrating 
Mass. 

“I have gone 
to daily Mass 

almost every day 
since I turned 
18. To be able to 
offer the sacri-
fice of the Mass 
is a very mean-
ingful transition 
in my spiritual 
life. So, my first 
Mass of Thanks-
giving will be a 
big moment.”

Father Goins 
said Boazman’s 
faithful prayer life 
and his work eth-
ic will serve him 
well as a priest 
and in attracting 
more young men 
to the priesthood.

Janette 

Boazman said her biggest hopes for her 
son are that he has lifelong happiness, 
a spirit of hopefulness in his life and 
his work, that he is a strong leader for 
his parish and parishioners, that he 
finds fellowship and brotherhood in the 
presbyterate and that his relationship 
with Christ grows stronger each day.

Boazman will be ordained into the 
priesthood at 10 a.m. June 29 at Saint 
Mark in Norman.

His advice to young men discerning 
a call to the priesthood is to be gener-
ous and patient. His words to the four 
other transitional deacons who will be 
ordained in June are, “I can’t believe 
we made it! What a great road lies 
ahead.”

Dana Attocknie is managing editor of 
the Sooner Catholic.

City who exemplifies Blessed Stanley Rother and his 
commitment to the priesthood and his people. It is 
an initiative of the Priests’ Council.

“This silent, manly approach to pastoral life was 
actually embodied in the example of Father Rother 
who spent his life generally in obscurity while the 
greatness of his life mostly escaped the notice of all 
of the rest of us while his very greatness was at its 
height,” said Father Don Wolf during the presenta-
tion of the award. “As we have come to confess, as we 
celebrate his life, his holiness and his great sanctity 
may have been most highly symbolized by his mar-
tyrdom, the foundation of his blessed life wasn’t the 
moment of his death but the content of his life, and 
that life was lived as the pastor of Santiago, Atitlan.”

In the nomination letter, a priest wrote: “Father 
Oby embodies the best of the memory of Father Stan 
Rother. His dedication to his people, his willingness 
to serve amidst the forgotten and the forlorn, his de-
sire to make the best of his challenges, his vision for 
the future of his parish and the future of the arch-
diocese, the combination of his patient endurance 

and his impatient commitment, his focus 
on problem-solving and practical concerns 
and his overwhelming good spirits and open 
acceptance to make his parish assignment 
the source of hope for himself and for his 
people; all of these attributes celebrate 
Oby’s ministry and help us value Stan’s own 
legacy to us all.”

Father Oby was born in Port Harcourt, 
Nigeria, on Feb. 8, 1962. After attending 
primary and secondary school in Nigeria, he 
began his degree work at El Reno Junior Col-
lege and then-Central State University. After 
attending Saint Meinrad Seminary, Father 
Oby was ordained a priest for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City on May 26, 2000.

Father Oby has served at Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Duncan, Saint 
Charles Borromeo in Oklahoma City, Mount 
Saint Mary Catholic High School and Bish-
op McGuinness Catholic High School.

From 2005-2007, Father Oby served in the Diocese 
of Cuernavaca, Mexico, where he stayed to study and 
master Spanish. When Father Oby returned to the 

archdiocese, he was assigned to the parishes of Ma-
dill and Marietta. During his time in Madill, he has 
been involved with building a new church, which was 
dedicated by Archbishop Coakley on May 4.  

Fr. Zunmas receives Rother Faithful Shepherd Award
continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Fr. Don Wolf and Archbishop Coakley stand with Fr. Oby Zunmas at 
the Rother Faithful Shepherd Award presentation on April 16 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Photo Fr. Stephen Bird.

“What a great road lies ahead” 

continued from page 1

Photos provided.

Dcn. Zak Boazman and Fr. Jim Goins

Sr. BJ’s foot clinic, shoes 
help homeless

The business card is to the point: 
“Sister BJ’s Pantry Foot Clinic
Open the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each 

month 9 a.m. to Noon.” 
There’s no address on the card. It’s 

not necessary. The homeless people who 
walk there know exactly where it’s locat-
ed.  

Sister Barbara Joseph, a Carmelite, 
opened her pantry for the homeless 14 
years ago. It’s tucked into a small build-
ing in the 800 block of N.W. 4, near 
downtown Oklahoma City. A flower-filled 
patio area behind the building welcomes 
all with picnic tables and a statue of 
Mary holding the Christ child in her 
arms. Fresh fruit is on one table for the 
taking. 

Volunteers help with the various min-
istries provided by the pantry. On Holy 
Thursday, the focus was on feet.

A year ago, Sister BJ, as she is known, 
approached Dr. Jim Flynn, an Oklahoma 
City podiatrist.

“It was after Mass and sister comes up 
to me and says, ‘I’m starting a foot clinic 
for the homeless, and I say, ‘What’s that 
got to do with me?’”

Now, Flynn and a small band of ded-
icated volunteers gather every other 
Thursday making it their mission to care 
for the feet of Oklahoma City’s homeless. 
Every person who uses the foot clinic 
receives a new pair of shoes as often as 
they are needed. 

With help from generous supporters, 
Sister BJ has purchased hundreds of 
shoes from boots to sneakers. There 
are shoes made especially for diabetics. 
Sizes are purchased to cover small feet 
up to size 16.

“She buys quality shoes,” said Mary 
Cotter-Lalli, one of the foot clinic vol-
unteers, pointing to dozens of boxes of 
name-brand footwear.   

A sock manufacturer, BOMBAS, donat-
ed 5,000 pairs of socks and 
word is, another 1,200 pair 
are on the way.

About 100 volunteers from 
Christ the King Catholic 
Church packaged hygiene 
kits for the homeless and 
Cotter-Lalli has learned to 
make sleeping mats from 
plastic bags like those found 
in grocery stores.

Raymond, one of the pa-
tients, said the plastic bag 
mat helps him stay dry.

The foot crew consists of 
Flynn, Tim and Pam Archer, 
Maya Kanaan, Cotter-Lalli 
and Erin Gayer. The volun-
teers prepare a warm foot 

bath for each visitor, while Flynn han-
dles the medical procedures inside a 
treatment room equipped with two chairs 
made especially for foot care.

The clinic normally sees about a dozen 
people every other week, but on one 
particular day, Flynn treated 22 people. 
Father Rex Arnold, pastor at Saint John 
Nepomuk 
in Yukon, 
blessed 
the foot 
clinic 
when 
it first 
opened. Sister Barbara Joseph said the 
blessings also was on Holy Thursday. 

“Then, Fr. Rex stuck around and 
washed some feet!” Flynn said.  

Ray Dyer is a longtime newspaper 
publisher and former editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.

By Ray Dyer 
For the Sooner Catholic

Fr. Rex Arnold washes feet at the foot clinic. 
Photos provided.

Dr. Jim Flynn, an Oklahoma City podiatrist, volunteers 
at the foot clinic.

srbjpantry.com

Sister BJ’s Pantry

Dcn. Zak Boazman with his par-

ents, Janette and Mike 
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Practical wisdom, poetic beauty come from God 
Many inspired books of Scripture follow these two paths

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Born in Shawnee and raised in El Reno, 
Rev. James Kastner was the son of a 
Rock Island Railroad employee and 

never lost his fascination with trains. In fact, he 
was child with many interests, and possessed 
an inquisitive mind. His first love was and 
would always be the Church. 

A photo exists of him dressed as a priest in 
the second grade modeling the parts of the 
Mass. He stated on numerous occasions that 
as long as he could remember he was destined 
to be a priest. 

Seminary was at first in Little Rock, Ark., and 
then Rome. He participated in the Synod for the 
Diocese of Rome as one of the first renewal proj-
ects of Pope John XXIII in his pontificate.

Father Kastner’s chalice was a gift of one of 
the early Oklahoma priests Father Emile Dep-
reitere and was used at a private Mass by the 
Holy Father.

Upon his return to Oklahoma, he was the as-
sistant at two parishes and taught Latin at Saint 
Francis de Sales Seminary (now the Catholic Pas-
toral Center) for five years, which may explain his 
lifelong fascination with words and their etymology. 
Incessant curiosity was a dominating feature of his 
personality.

He would go on to serve as pastor of Saint John 
in Edmond as well as Saint Charles Borromeo and 
Saint James in Oklahoma City. He was proud of 

the contemporary liturgy at Saint Charles 
as it was considered to be cutting edge 
for the time. His final years were spent 
as the associate at Christ the King in 
Oklahoma City. 

As for his service to the archdiocese, he was 
master of ceremonies for 22 years, judge on the 
Marriage Tribunal for 30 years, vicar general and 
moderator of the curia 18 years and served on the 
Presbyteral Council, the College of Consultors and 
various boards over his many years of service. His 
willingness to give of himself was exemplary.

For those who knew him, they recall an excep-
tionally bright and articulate man with a penchant 
for storytelling. A natural introvert, he possessed a 
wry wit and an infectious smile. Due to his Roman 
training, he developed a love for Italian cooking and 
became an accomplished chef as well as an ama-
teur film historian. 

This son of the Church left this world too soon as 
he succumbed to kidney disease at the age of 70 on 
Dec. 22, 2003.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

There is a lot of in-depth theology throughout 
the Holy Scriptures. This sometimes can feel 
overwhelming for the average reader of the Holy 
Bible, but there is some good news. There are 

many books that are very 
practical and beautiful.

Wisdom literature in 
the Bible can be found 
in the books of Job, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
(Qoheleth), Sirach (Eccle-
siasticus) and Wisdom. 
The word “wisdom” ap-
pears in these five books 
more than 300 times. 

The remaining 41 books of the Old Testament 
all together only mention “wisdom” about 100 
more times.

Wisdom literature in the Bible doesn’t get 
involved in God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob or any of the covenant promises 
established with them. The books incorporate 
important characters who are not even Hebrew. 

These divinely inspired writings focus on ad-
vice to can help each one of us achieve a good 
long and prosperous life in the here and now. 
The secret to this highly desirous goal is very 
simple, a deep loving relationship with God. 

When this loving relationship is matured and 
true, breaking or even harming the relationship 
must be out of the question. If our love of God 
is so weak or non-existent that we knowingly 
and willingly disrespect our good and loving 
God, we have failed God and harmed our own 
well-being as well. Our life has ceased to be 
prosperous, good and joyful. Our life has be-

come empty of true, long-lasting love.
True wisdom begins when we realize we 

should fear ever doing such a thing as offend-
ing God and breaking our loving relationship 
with him. See Proverbs 1:7, 9:10; Job 28:28; 
Sirach 1:16. Here you will find the secret to 
true wisdom. Here, is the secret to a good long 
and prosperous life in the here and now and 
also in the hereafter. This is the secret to a life 
of true love. 

Some avid readers of sacred Scripture also 
might be searching for sacred literature that 
is a bit less intensively theological or practical. 
Many readers who are hungry for the Word 
of God are sometimes searching for beauty in 
God’s Word. To satiate that hunger, God has 
gifted us with two books of poetic beauty that 
go straight to our hearts.

The two poetic books of the Bible are Psalms 
and Song of Songs. The exquisiteness of lyrical 
poetry from God, and to God, is characterized 
by the rhythmical repetition of key ideas as a 
way of expressing their importance when refer-
encing God, one of his attributes or something 
having to do with our relationship with God. 
While many of the rhymes are lost in transla-
tion the rhythm usually is not. 

The Psalms, our songbook, have many 
styles such as hymns of praise, laments, royal 
psalms, wisdom psalms, liturgical psalms and 
historical psalms. All of them highlight various 
aspects of God, such as creator, savior, refuge, 
justice, righteousness, love and mercy.

Song of Songs, also known as the Song of 
Solomon, is romantic poetry that at times be-
comes very passionate and sensual. This has 

been seen 
through-
out the 
ages as an 
expression 
of the love 
between 
God and 
his people, 
or for us Christians the love between Christ 
and his Church. Divine love and human love 
are not meant to be separated. Saint John Paul 
II mentions this key idea and connects it to his 
“Theology of the Body” during the Wednesday 
audience on May 23, 1984.

“Even a summary analysis of the text of the 
Song of Songs allows the language of the body 
to be heard, expressing itself in that mutual 
fascination. The point of departure as well as 
the point of arrival for this fascination, mutual 
wonder and admiration, are in fact the bride’s 
femininity and the groom’s masculinity, in the 
direct experience of their visibility.” 

“The words of love uttered by both of them are 
therefore concentrated on the body, not only 
because in itself it constitutes the source of the 
mutual fascination. But, it also is, and above 
all, because on the body there lingers direct-
ly and immediately that attraction toward the 
other person, toward the other I, female or male, 
which in the interior impulse of the heart gen-
erates love. In addition, love unleashes a special 
experience of the beautiful, which focuses on 
what is visible, but at the same time involves 
the entire person. The experience of beauty 
gives rise to satisfaction, which is mutual.”

Fr. James Kastner with Martha Brown in the cathedral rectory.Fr. Brian Buettner, pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament in Lawton and vocations 
director, and Fr. William Novak, vicar 
general and pastor of St. Francis 
of Assisi in Oklahoma City, ran the 
half marathon in the Oklahoma City 
Memorial Marathon April 28. Photo 
provided.

As he took his final breath, passing from this 
life to the next, Saint Joseph was surrounded 
by the comforting love of his wife, Saint Mary, 
and the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom Saint 
Joseph had been entrusted to love, to protect 
and to mentor. His death, two millennia ago, is 
called a Happy Death, because he died in the 
loving embrace of his family. 

Sadly, we don’t learn much about the life of 
Saint Joseph in Scripture. He’s mentioned a 
few times, yet he never speaks a recorded word. 
His life must have been remarkable - God 
chose him, after all, to be the spouse of the 
Virgin Mary, and the earthly father of his only 
begotten son. No one, other than the Blessed 
Virgin, spent more time on earth with Jesus 
than did Saint Joseph.

In 1870, Pope Pius IX declared Saint Joseph 
the patron of the Universal Church, not be-
cause we know much about him, but because 
the little we do know authenticate that he was 

a remarkable man. As Saint Joseph protected 
Christ on earth, he now protects the Church.

A few years back, R. Desbrow Stewart, Jr., a 
resident of Oklahoma City, approached Father 
Oswalt, pastor of Saint Joseph Old Cathedral 
in downtown Oklaho-
ma City, to share with 
him his desire to write 
a book that would 
expound on the life of 
Saint Joseph. 

Using scripture, 
tradition and the visions of mystics, Stewart 
set out to create a historical fiction about 
the life of Saint Joseph. Father Oswalt aided 
Stewart’s work by serving as the theological 
adviser of the project. 

Who was the man who God chose to lead 
the Holy Family? Who was the man who pro-
tected the infant Jesus from the scourge of the 
evil King Herod? Who was the holy guardian of 
Jesus Christ? Who was the man who had the 
great blessing of passing from this earth sur-
rounded by the love and grace of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and the Son of God, Jesus Christ? 
How much do you know about the patron of 

the Universal Church?
A read of “God’s Courageous Carpenter” is an 

edifying experience that can inspire readers to 
live a life like Saint Joseph, a life of fidelity, 

integrity and strength.
“God’s Courageous Car-

penter” is historical fiction. 
Some of the events in the 
book come from the visions 
of mystics. In the words 
of Father Oswalt, “Now, it 
should be noted that, be-
cause (the visions recorded by 
the mystics are) private reve-
lation, no Catholic is obliged 
to believe in these revelations. 
But, they are fascinating and 

can be held as believable.”
Saint Joseph, pray for us! 
Christopher Aderhold is a freelance writer for 

the Sooner Catholic.
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God’s courageous carpenter: The life of 
Saint Joseph

Jobs Box
Marriage preparation coordinator

The archdiocese is seeking a 
coordinator of respect life ministry 
and marriage preparation. This 
position provides support to the 
director of the Office of Marriage 
and Family Life Ministry and serves 
as the coordinator for pro-life 
ministry and marriage preparation 
for the archdiocese. It is a full-time 
position with occasional evening 
and weekend responsibilities. Good 
oral and written fluency in English 
and Spanish; broad knowledge of 
and assent to the Church’s teach-
ings on the sanctity of human life; 
broad knowledge of and assent to 
the Church’s teachings on human 
sexuality, marriage and family life 
a must. A degree in theology or 
philosophy preferred. Send resume 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Freelance photographer
The Sooner Catholic is seeking 

a professional freelance photogra-
pher to cover events for the news-
paper. Nights and weekends possi-
ble. Rate for shoot varies. Contact 
Dana Attocknie at dattocknie@
archokc.org.

Fundraising coordinator
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking a fundraising coordinator 
to raise funds, improve fundraising 
activities, assist in planning and 
coordinating events meant to raise 
funds and coordinate activities 
of volunteers and interns related 
to event planning and execution; 
maintain complete and orderly re-
cords of donors; build upon exist-
ing donor relationships and form 
new donor relationships. Bach-
elor’s degree in communication, 
public relations, journalism or 
related/applicable area preferred. 
At least two years of fundraising 
experience; deadline driven and 

strong leadership skills. E-mail 
resume to nsanders@cflinc.org or 
call (405) 263-7100.

Parish and resources coordinator
Catholic Charities for the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a full-time parish and resources 
coordinator to serve as consultant, 
educator and supporter for par-
ishes and communities to develop 
and sustain social ministries and 
ecumenical outreach to address the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable. 
Coordinator will provide support 
to the director of grants and donor 
administration to ensure good do-
nor/donation stewardship through 
various database functions. Must 
have degree in a related field; be a 
practicing Catholic with knowledge 
of Catholic social teaching and 
spirituality; at least two years’ ex-
perience in social ministry with ed-
ucation and communication skills. 
E-mail cover letter and resume to 
bsmith@ccaokc.org.

Music director
Corpus Christi Catholic Church 

is seeking a part-time director of 
music. Responsibilities include 
planning the music for weekly 
Liturgy; competence in various 
Catholic music genres; working 
with and training a choir as well 
as being the accompanist for 
the liturgy itself; being available 
during the week for holy days of 
obligation, funerals and weddings; 
extensive music background and 
degree preferred, but not required. 
Contact Fr. Danny Grover at dgro-
ver2010@gmail.com.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is accepting ap-
plications for P.E., computer lab, 
and Spanish teaching positions for 

the 2019-2020 school year. SHCS 
is a PreK-8 school. Send resume 
to Adriana Garza at principal@
sacredheartokc.org or to Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, 2700 S. 
Shartel Ave., OKC 73109.

Early childhood teachers
St. Philip Neri Catholic School 

in Midwest City is seeking early 
childhood teachers. Applicants 
must hold state certification. 
Teaching experience is preferred. 
Qualified, interested applicants 
should e-mail a resume to Mrs. 
Brenda Tener, principal, at bten-
er@spnok.org.

English/language arts teacher - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic School 
is seeking a language arts teach-
er for the 2019/2020 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree in second-
ary education or a bachelor’s de-
gree in English along with a state 
teaching certificate required. Send 
resume and cover letter to Amy 
Feighny, Christ the King Catholic 
School, 1905 Elmhurst Ave. OKC 
73120 or afeighny@ckschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Teachers - Guthrie
St. Mary Catholic School in 

Guthrie is accepting applications 
for teachers for the 2019-2020 
school year. Bachelor’s degree 
in education with state teaching 
certification in the desired teach-
ing area a must. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Jacque Cook, princi-
pal, at principal@stmarysguthrie.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers. No 
phone calls please.

Teachers - OKC
The Catholic School of St. Eu-

gene is accepting applications for 
elementary and middle school 
teachers for the 2019-2020 school 
year. Applicants should hold at 
least a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion with state certification in the 
desired teaching area. Send re-
sume, cover letter and application 
to Molly Goldsworthy, principal, at 
principal@steugeneschool.org. 

Teachers - OKC
St. James the Greater Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is ac-
cepting applications for teachers 
during the 2019-2020 school year. 
Should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Alicia Vazquez, prin-
cipal, 1224 S.W. 41, Oklahoma 
City 73109 or e-mail avazquez@
stjames-catholic.org. Download 
teacher application packet at ar-
chokc.org/careers.  

Teachers – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School, 

El Reno, is accepting applications 
for a full-time 4th grade teacher 
and kindergarten teacher for the 
2019-2020 school year. Applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification. Send re-
sume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Shannon 
Statton at sstattonsacredheart@
live.com or to Sacred Heart Cath-
olic School, 210 S. Evans Ave., El 
Reno 73036.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

By Christopher Aderhold 
The Sooner Catholic



CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – Mien-
tras la maquinaria armamentista 
continúa produciendo armamento 
más peligroso, solo el poder y la 
alegría de la resurrección de Cristo 
pueden llenar los corazones de 
consuelo y paz --dijo el Papa Fran-

cisco antes de dar su bendición de 
Pascua.

“Qué el que nos brinda su paz, 
acabe con el estruendo de las 
armas --tanto en zonas de conflic-
to como en nuestras ciudades-- e 
inspire a los líderes de las na-
ciones a trabajar para ponerle fin 
a la carrera armamentista y la 
preocupante propagación de las 

armas, especialmente en los países 
económicamente más avanzados”, 
dijo el papa el 21 de abril mientras 
se preparaba para dar su bendi-
ción de Pascua “urbi et orbi “(a la 
ciudad y al mundo).

La resurrección de Jesús de 
entre los muertos, no es sólo el 
inicio de una verdadera renovación 
que “parte del corazón, de la 

conciencia”, sino también el inicio 
de un nuevo mundo “libre de la 
esclavitud del pecado y la muerte” 
y ahora abierto al reino de Dios de 
“amor, paz y fraternidad”, dijo.

La oración del Papa por la paz se 
realizó unas pocas horas después 
de que surgiera la noticia de que 
múltiples bombas explotaron en 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Un marco de siete puntos para una nueva 
evangelización

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Cada papa desde San Pablo VI ha insistido 
en llamar a toda la Iglesia a una renovación 
de la fe, especialmente en las partes nominal-
mente cristianas o antiguamente cristianas del 
mundo donde la fe se ha enfriado.

Esta es la esencia de la nueva evangelización. 
Usamos el término nueva evangelización con 
frecuencia, pero muchos católicos no entienden 
lo que significa. Es cierto que a menudo de-
pendemos demasiado de nuestra propia jerga 
“eclesiástica”. Eso es parte del problema.

Entonces, ¿qué entendemos por una nueva 
evangelización? Ciertamente, la nueva evange-
lización no implica un nuevo mensaje o nuevo 
contenido. Jesucristo es el mismo ayer, hoy y 
siempre. Pero, es una nueva forma de proponer 
el Evangelio bajo la guía del Espíritu Santo que 
responde a las preguntas de nuestro tiempo. 
Específicamente, nos llama a encontrar mane-
ras de proponer el Evangelio de 
Jesucristo de maneras atrayentes 
e interesantes en una cultura 
altamente secularizada. Reconoce 
que en lugares donde la fe y el im-
pulso apostólico se han enfriado, 
tenemos que movernos intencio-
nalmente del mantenimiento a la 
misión.

La Iglesia existe para evangeli-
zar: para llevar a Cristo al mundo 
y el mundo a Cristo. No es sufi-
ciente simplemente mantener las 
luces encendidas y esperar que la 
gente venga y sea alimentada por 
los tesoros que Cristo ha confiado a la Iglesia 
por medio del Espíritu Santo. Ese es el modo 
de mantenimiento.

Debemos redescubrir el celo misionero de 
la Iglesia de Pentecostés. Debemos reclamar 
nuestra vocación al discipulado misionero. 
Pero, para evangelizar a otros tenemos que ser 
evangelizados nosotros mismos. Este es un 
desafío para todos nosotros: laicos, religiosos y 
ordenados.

Este es el desafío pastoral crucial de nuestro 
tiempo: proponer la fe, dar testimonio de la fe, 
descubrir las bellas riquezas de la fe católica 
para que todas las personas puedan conocer 
a Cristo, amar a Cristo y seguir a Cristo en 
el corazón de su Iglesia. La fe no es una ab-
stracción. Ponemos nuestra fe en una persona, 
Jesucristo. Tampoco podemos separar a la 
persona de Jesús de la Iglesia que estableció 
en Pentecostés para continuar su misión de 
salvación y entregar los tesoros de la fe.

¡Esto es una tarea difícil! O eso puede pare-
cer. Hace unos años, el cardenal Timothy 
Dolan describió un marco de siete puntos 
para la nueva evangelización para ayudarnos 
a abrazar con confianza nuestra misión como 

agentes de esta nueva evangelización. En resu-
men, esto es lo que propone:

La mentalidad secular desprecia la necesidad 
de Dios. Aunque esta mentalidad está muy 
extendida en nuestra cultura, no ganará el día. 
Estamos hechos para Dios. Hay un anhelo in-
nato en cada uno de nosotros por una realidad 
trascendente, por la belleza, por la verdad, por 
la bondad: por Dios. San Agustín escribió: “Nos 
has hecho para ti mismo, oh Señor, y nuestros 
corazones están inquietos hasta que descansan 
en ti”. Nuestros corazones no pueden ser satis-
fechos por nada menos que Dios: ni riqueza, ni 
placer, ni prestigio ni poder. Una de mis pelícu-
las favoritas, “The Way”, describe este anhelo 
de una manera hermosa y convincente que 
muestra cómo el mensaje cristiano puede llegar 
a un punto importante incluso entre personas 
irreligiosas muy seculares. La primera clave 

para la nueva evangelización, entonces, es 
mantener viva esta búsqueda de Dios. Tenemos 
que encontrar maneras de aprovecharla.

El segundo punto: “¡No tengas miedo!” Con 
una confianza humilde, tenemos que estar 
preparados para “salir a las profundidades”. 
Se nos ha confiado el tesoro que todo corazón 
humano está buscando: la Palabra de Dios. 
Es la llave que abre el misterio de la existencia 
humana. Tenemos que confiar en esa verdad 
divina. Es con el poder de Dios que el Espíritu 
Santo nos envía a compartir esta Buena Nueva. 
No trabajamos por nuestra propia autoridad ni 
asumimos esta misión por nosotros mismos. 
Somos enviados como embajadores de Cristo y 
de su Iglesia.

La nueva evangelización no propone primero 
un sistema de creencias, sino una persona: Je-
sucristo. No lideramos con apologética. Somos 
enviados para ayudar a las personas a encon-
trar a Jesús. Es Cristo quien cautiva los cora-
zones y las mentes de hombres y mujeres.

Jesús es la verdad. El encuentro con Jesús, 
este primer paso de la evangelización, debe 
ser seguido por una catequesis sistemática (y 
una apologética efectiva). Jesús ha confiado su 

misión a la Iglesia 
y es la Iglesia 
guiada por el 
Espíritu Santo la 
que transmite la 
plenitud de la fe 
cristiana a cada 
generación. Los 
evangelizadores mismos tienen que ser comple-
tamente evangelizados y catequizados.

Un evangelista es una persona alegre. La 
alegría, el gozo, es uno de los frutos del Espíri-
tu Santo. Leon Bloy dijo: “La alegría es el signo 
infalible de la presencia de Dios”. Santa Tere-
sa de Ávila dijo: “¡Un santo triste es un triste 
santo!” Si vamos a ser testigos creíbles, tene-
mos que ser felices, gozos, alegres. ¿Nuestras 
vidas manifiestan el gozo de la fe? ¿Sonreímos? 
¿Somos alegres y optimistas? Nuestras vidas 

serán una señal o una firma contraria a la 
verdad de las afirmaciones del Evangelio. 
Evangelio significa “buenas noticias”. El 
Papa Francisco ha insistido en esto en su 
predicación y enseñanza. Él nos ha dado 
una hermosa exhortación apostólica lla-
mada “La alegría del Evangelio”.

La nueva evangelización es compartir el 
amor de Dios. Como escribe San Pablo, 
“¡El amor de Cristo nos impulsa a contin-
uar!” El amor de Cristo debe manifestarse 
de manera concreta, especialmente en 
nuestra disposición de servir a los demás. 
Jesús dijo: “He venido para servir y no 
para que me sirvan”. Ya sea en nues-

tras relaciones personales o a través de insti-
tuciones y organizaciones católicas como Cari-
dades Católicas o la Sociedad de San Vicente 
de Paúl o los Caballeros de Colón, las obras de 
misericordia espirituales y corporales. Mo-
tivados por el amor de Cristo son un elemento 
necesario de la evangelización.

El martirio es un signo de los tiempos en que 
vivimos. ¿Suena impactante? El siglo XX vio 
más mártires que los 19 anteriores combina-
dos. El martirio es el testimonio supremo de la 
verdad y el poder del Evangelio. Aquellos que 
viven la fe con integridad sufrirán persecución 
de alguna forma. Algunos incluso podrían ser 
llamados a derramar su sangre, como el beato 
Stanley Rother. Los que pacientemente sufren 
persecución por su fe son poderosos agentes de 
evangelización. Somos llamados a llevar la cruz 
fielmente y con alegría al seguir a Jesús como 
sus discípulos y testigos. Un antiguo escritor 
cristiano, Tertuliano, escribió que “La sangre 
de los mártires es la semilla de los cristianos”.

Este marco no es exhaustivo, por supuesto. El 
Espíritu Santo es el principal agente de la evan-
gelización. ¡Él siempre nos sorprenderá con algo 
nuevo e inesperado! ¡Ven, Espíritu Santo!

“Somos enviados para 
ayudar a las personas 
a encontrar a Jesús. 

Es Cristo quien 
cautiva los corazones y 
las mentes de hombres 

y mujeres.”

Sólo Cristo resucitado puede traer paz al mundo, 
dice el papa en Pascua

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 

continúa en la página 13

Hay mucha teología profunda en las Sagra-
das Escrituras. Esto a veces puede ser abru-

mador para el lector pro-
medio de la Santa Biblia, 
pero hay buenas noticias. 
Hay muchos libros que 
son muy prácticos y her-
mosos.

La literatura sapi-
encial en la Biblia se 
puede encontrar en los 
libros de Job, Proverbi-

os, Eclesiastés (Qohelet), 
Sirácides (Eclesiástico) y Sabiduría. La palabra 
“sabiduría” aparece en estos cinco libros más 
de 300 veces. Los 41 libros restantes del Antig-
uo Testamento en conjunto solo mencionan la 
“sabiduría” unas 100 veces más.

La literatura de sapiencial en la Biblia no se 
involucra en las promesas de Dios a Abraham, 
Isaac y Jacob o cualquiera de las promesas de 
la alianza establecidas con ellos. Los libros in-
corporan personajes importantes que ni siqui-
era son hebreos.

Estos escritos divinamente inspirados se 
enfocan en consejos que pueden ayudarnos a 
poder alcanzar una buena, larga y próspera 
vida aquí y ahora. El secreto de esta meta tan 
deseable es muy simple, una relación profunda 
y amorosa con Dios.

Cuando esta relación amorosa haya madura-
do y es verdadera, no se habla ni se considera 
la posibilidad de romper o dañar esta relación. 
Si nuestro amor a Dios es tan débil o inexis-
tente que a sabiendas y voluntariamente le 
faltamos el respeto a nuestro bueno y amoroso 
Dios, le hemos fallado y también hemos daña-
do nuestro propio bienestar. Nuestra vida ha 
dejado de ser próspera, buena y alegre. Nues-

tra vida se ha quedado vacía del amor verdade-
ro y perdurable que solo viene de Dios.

La verdadera sabiduría comienza cuando nos 
damos cuenta de que debemos temer hacer algo 
como ofender a Dios y romper nuestra relación 
amorosa con él. Vea Proverbios 1:7, 9:10; Job 
28:28; Sirácides 1:16. Aquí encontrarás el secre-
to de la verdadera sabiduría. Aquí está el secreto 
para una buena vida larga y próspera en el aquí 
y ahora y también en el más allá. Este es el se-
creto de una vida llena de un amor verdadero.

Algunos ávidos lectores de las Sagradas 
Escrituras también podrían estar buscando lit-
eratura sagrada que sea un poco menos inten-
sivamente teológica o práctica. Muchos lectores 
que tienen hambre de la Palabra de Dios a 
veces buscan la belleza en la Palabra de Dios. 
Para saciar esa hambre, Dios nos ha regalado 
dos libros de belleza poética que nos llegan 
directamente al corazón. 

Los dos libros poéticos de la Biblia son los 
Salmos y el Cantar de los Cantares. La exqui-
sitez de la poesía lírica que nos llega de Dios, y 
se la ofrecemos de nuevo a Dios, se caracteriza 
por la repetición rítmica de ideas clave como 
una forma de expresar la importancia de esas 
ideas. Ideas que hacen referencia a Dios, uno 
de sus atributos o algo que tiene que ver con 
nuestra relación con Dios. Mientras que mu-
chas de las rimas se pierden en la traducción, 
el ritmo generalmente no se pierde.

Los Salmos, nuestro libro de cánticos, tienen 
muchos estilos, como himnos de alabanza, 
lamentos, salmos de la realeza, salmos sapi-
enciales, salmos litúrgicos y salmos históricos. 
Todos ellos resaltan varios aspectos de Dios, 
como creador, salvador, refugio, justicia, justi-
cia, amor y misericordia.

Cantar de los Cantares es una poesía román-

tica que 
a veces 
se vuelve 
muy apa-
sionada y 
sensual. 
Esto se 
ha visto 
a lo largo 
de los 
siglos como una expresión del amor entre Dios 
y su pueblo, o para nosotros los cristianos el 
amor entre Cristo y su Iglesia. El amor divino 
y el amor humano no están destinados a sepa-
rarse. San Juan Pablo II menciona esta idea y la 
conecta con su “Teología del cuerpo” durante su 
audiencia del miércoles del 23 de mayo de 1984.

“Incluso un análisis somero del texto del 
Cantar de los Cantares permite darse cuenta de 
que se expresa en esa fascinación recíproca del 
lenguaje del cuerpo. Tanto el punto de partida 
como el de llegada de esta fascinación recíproca, 
estupor y admiración, son efectivamente la fem-
inidad de la esposa y la masculinidad del esposo 
en la experiencia directa de su visibilidad.”

“Las palabras de amor que ambos pronun-
cian se centran, pues, en el “cuerpo”, no sólo 
porque constituye por sí mismo la fuente de 
la recíproca fascinación, sino también y sobre 
todo porque en él se detiene directa e inmedia-
tamente la atracción hacia la otra persona, ha-
cia el otro “yo” —femenino o masculino— que 
engendra el amor con el impulso interior del 
corazón. El amor, además, desencadena una 
experiencia particular de la belleza, que se cen-
tra sobre lo que es visible, pero que envuelve 
simultáneamente a toda la persona. La experi-
encia de la belleza engendra la complacencia, 
que es recíproca.”
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La sabiduría práctica y belleza poética nos 
vienen de Dios

Muchos libros inspirados de la Escritura siguen estos dos caminos

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

varias iglesias y hoteles en Sri 
Lanka, matando e hiriendo a 
cientos de personas en la ciudad 
capital de Colombo y las ciudades 
aledañas de Negombo y Batticaloa.

Luego de dar su bendición, el 
Papa expresó “tristeza y dolor” 
por el ataque antes de instar a la 
multitud a orar en silencio duran-
te varios momentos en honor a las 
víctimas.

“Deseo expresar mi más afectuo-
so apoyo a la comunidad cristiana, 
atacada mientras estaba unida en 
oración, y a todas las víctimas de 
una violencia tan cruel”, expresó el 
pontífice. “Confío al Señor a todos 
los que han fallecido trágicamente, 
rezo por los heridos y todos aquel-
los que sufren a causa de este 
trágico suceso”.

Según el Vaticano, aproxi-
madamente 70.000 peregrinos 
asistieron a la Misa matutina de 
Pascua en la Plaza de San Pedro, 
donde un enorme arreglo floral 
que adornaba las escalinatas que 
conducían a la basílica, realzaba el 
ambiente festivo.

La exhibición de flores, importa-
das de Holanda, presentaba más 
de 57.000 flores, plantas y árboles, 
incluyendo tulipanes, narcisos, 
abedules y más de 1.500 flores de 
strelitzia naranjas y azules que 

acentuaron la alegre celebración 
de la resurrección de Cristo.

El papa Francisco no ofreció 
la tradicional homilía durante la 
Misa; en cambio, un presentador 
invitó a la multitud a permanecer 
en oración silente durante vari-
os minutos. Mientras un silencio 
apacible se extendía por la abarro-
tada plaza, el papa Francisco per-
manecía con los ojos cerrados, las 
manos juntas y la cabeza inclina-
da reflexionando en un ambiente 
de oración.

De pie en el balcón central de la 
Basílica de San Pedro, después de 
celebrar la Misa matutina, el Papa 
oró para que el Cristo resucitado 
ilumine con su luz a “aquellos que 
sufren dificultades, dolor y su-
frimiento”, especialmente en Siria, 
Yemen, Libia y la Tierra Santa.

“Qué la luz de la Pascua ilumine 
a todos los líderes gubernamental-
es y pueblos en el Medio Oriente, 
comenzando con israelíes y pales-
tinos, y los aliente a aliviar un su-
frimiento tan enorme y buscar un 
futuro de paz y estabilidad”, dijo.

El Papa oró para que Jesús trai-
ga la paz al continente africano, el 
cual dijo que está “aún plagado de 
tensiones sociales, conflictos y, a 
veces, violentas formas de extrem-
ismo que dejan a su paso inseguri-
dad, destrucción y muerte, espe-

cialmente en Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Níger, Nigeria y Camerún”.

También rezó por la paz en 
Sudán así como en el vecino 
Sudán del Sur y en Latinoamérica. 
Oró por “una solución negociada” 
en Nicaragua que traiga paz a su 
pueblo. Igualmente el pontífice 
recordó a la gente que sufre en 
Venezuela.

Antes de dar su bendición, el 
Papa Francisco instó a los cristia-
nos a ser renovados por el Cristo 

vivo que “es esperanza y juventud 
para cada uno de nosotros y para 
el mundo entero”.

“Qué el Cristo resucitado, que 
abrió de golpe las puertas de la 
tumba, abra nuestros corazones a 
las necesidades de los desampara-
dos, los vulnerables, los pobres, 
los desempleados, los marginados 
y todos los que llaman a nuestra 
puerta en busca de pan, refugio y 
el reconocimiento de su dignidad”, 
dijo.

continuado de la página 12

El Papa Francisco. CNS foto.
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Briefs
Read Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter 

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,” lays out 
the vision for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City through 2030. 
Read the letter or download a copy 
at archokc.org/2030. Print copies 
available at listening sessions or at 
a parish. 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
perpetual adoration

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 
seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel. Contact Toni 
Harrelson at adoration.holyinno-
cents@gmail.com or (405) 341-
2199.

St. Kateri Honor Dance 
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa, dioceses from other states, 
families, native dancers and the 
public to join him July 6 for the 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance at St. John Nepomuk in Yu-
kon. The honor dance will include 
Mass, powwow dancing contests, 
the presentation of the new Amer-
ican Indian Catholic Outreach 
princess and amazing food! Visit 
archokc.org/honordance. Anyone 
interested in sponsoring a dance 
category, can contact Deacon Roy 
Callison at (918) 822-3255. Ven-
dors contact Susan Callison at 
(918) 931-7514.

Edmond children’s day out
Registration is open for the chil-

dren’s day out program at St. John 
in Edmond. The NEST is a program 
for children ages 2 and 3 during 
the school year. The program offers 
full-time or part-time care for age 2 
and part-time care for age 3. Find 
information about classes, sched-
ule and tuition at stjohn-catholic.
org/cdo/prospective-families. 
Contact nest@stjohn-catholic.org or 
(405) 340-1789.

Nurses Day
All Catholic nurses are invited to 

come to a Mass and dinner hon-
oring their service at 6 p.m. May 
7 at St. Eugene, 2400 Hefner Rd., 
Oklahoma City. The Mass will be 
celebrated by Archbishop Coakley 
with dinner and a presentation 
to follow. RSVP by May 2 to Lynn 
Sandoval at (405) 752-3866.

Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals luncheon 

The next Assembly of Catho-
lic Professionals luncheon is at 
11 a.m. May 9 at the Downtown 
Petroleum Club in OKC. The guest 
speaker is Sr. Rosemary Nyirum-
be. Register at www.archokc.org/
acp. Contact (405) 709-2745, acp@
archokc.org.

Youth essay contest
The 2019 Central Region Council 

of Catholic Women Youth Essay 
Contest is open for entries. There 
are two categories; middle school 
students and high school students. 
Contest open to Catholic students 

in the archdiocese who attend 
Catholic schools, public schools 
or home schools. Awards present-
ed at the June CRCCW meeting. 
Guidelines at okcaccw.com/events. 
Deadline May 10. Contact publici-
ty.CRCCWOKC@gmail.com.

Cathedral tour
Tour The Cathedral of Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help, 3214 Lake Ave., 
OKC, at 1 p.m. May 11. RSVP with 
Faith Reilly at (405) 523-3057, 
freilly@cathedralokc.org.

Longest married couple
Nominations are being accepted 

for the 2019 Longest Married Cou-
ple Project sponsored by Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter. This year’s 
presentations to winners will be in 
June. Winners are selected solely 
from nominations submitted at 
wwme.org. Deadline is May 15. 

Abbot’s Table
Join Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 

O.S.B., and the monks of St. 
Gregory’s Abbey at the Abbot’s 
Table on May 17. Share an evening 
of fabulous wines and exquisite 
cuisine. The Abbot’s Table benefits 
the monks of St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey in Shawnee. Complimentary 
chartered bus transportation from 
Oklahoma City provided. Limited 
tickets available at $250 each. For 
ticket or sponsorship table infor-
mation, contact Theresa Bragg at 
tabragg@monksok.org by April 28. 

Golf tournament
The Oklahoma Knights of Co-

lumbus state golf tournament 
is May 18 at Sapulpa Municipal 
Golf Course, U.S. Hwy 66 West. 
Shotgun start 8 a.m.; four-person 
scramble format; silent auction; 
door prices. Open to all golfers. $75 
pp. Make checks payable to Sacred 
Heart KOC Council #9333. Send 
entries to Dennis Cavenah, 9106 
Eisenhower St., Sapulpa 74066; 
cavenah@gmail.com. Contact Den-
nis Cavenah at (918) 906-1710.

Dinner Extravaganza - Tulsa
St. Bernard’s 7th annual Din-

ner Extravaganza will be at 6 p.m. 
May 18 at River Spirit Convention 
Center in Tulsa. Tickets $100, 
includes dinner for one, music 
by The Fabulous Mid Life Cri-
sis Band, 99 drawings for $100 
and the chance to win a 2019 
Ford Mustang or $25,000. Silent 
auction. Proceeds benefit ACTS 
Ministry, The Center of Family 
Love, Soldier’s Wish, Habitat for 
Humanity, Go Life Mobile Medical 
and Birthright of Tulsa. Tickets at 
www.stbernardstulsa.org. Contact 
Lesa Clark at (918) 855-7560 or 
Jim Nicolotti at (918) 855-5030.

Fr. MacAulay’s 60th ordination 
anniversary

Help celebrate the 60th anniver-
sary of the ordination of Fr. Gerard 
MacAulay. Reception 6 p.m. May 
23 at St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner 
Rd., Oklahoma City 73120. RSVP 

by May 16 to (405) 751-7115. If 
unable to attend, cards and letters 
may be sent c/o St. Eugene. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
The next Rachel’s Vineyard 

Retreat weekend is May 24-26 for 
anyone who has had an abortion or 
been affected by another person’s 
abortion. Sadness, anxiety, guilt 
and grief are common for the wom-
an and man involved, or relatives 
and friends. Retreat participation is 
confidential. No cost. Pre-registra-
tion required. Learn more at www.
ckokc.org/rachels-vineyard. Con-
tact (405) 623-3844, rachelsvine-
yardokc@gmail.com. Sponsored by 
the archdiocesan Office of Marriage 
and Family Life.

Formation course 
A Catechesis of the Good Shep-

herd Level 1, Pt. 1 formation 
course for catechists of children 
ages 3-6 will be 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
May 29 - June 1, and June 12-15 
at St. Monica, 2001 N. Western 
Ave. in Edmond. Tuition for people 
serving parishes in the archdiocese 
through their faith formation pro-
grams or Catholic schools is $200 
for Pt. 1. Due by May 1. $100 
non-refundable deposit due by 
April 15. Contact Ann Grim, arch-
diocesan coordinator for Children’s 
Evangelization and Discipleship, at 
(405) 721-1415. 

CFO golf tournament
The Catholic Foundation of Okla-

homa’s 18th annual golf classic 
is June 3 at the Quail Creek Golf 
and Country Club. Shotgun starts 
8 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Sessions 
limited to 120 players each and are 
first-come-first-served, so register 
early at www.cfook.org/annu-
al-golf-classic. Tournament benefits 
Catholic schools and endowments 
for Catholic schools in the archdio-
cese. Contact (405) 721-4115.

Catechesis - New Evangelization
Summer registration for Cat-

echesis of the New Evangelization, 
the main entry-level course for the 
2nd Degree in Theology program 
through Newman University, is 
now open. The course will be 6 
p.m. – 9 p.m. Tuesdays, June 11, 
18, 25 and July 9, 16 and 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m. on Saturdays, June 15 and 
22, July 13 and 20. Visit archokc.
org/institute.

Idea of a Village conference
The Idea of a Village conference 

will be 8 a.m. – 9 p.m.  June 1 at 
Sycamore Springs Ranch Arena, 
12754 S. 442 Rd., Locust Grove. 
The theme is “Friendship in Pur-
suit of the Good Life.” Speakers 
Harrison Garlick, Richard Meloche, 
Marcel Brown, Jared Staudt and 
Joseph Pearce. Attendees are 
encouraged to read John Cud-
deback’s book “True Friendship: 
Where Virtue Becomes Happi-
ness” to provide a common basis of 
understanding for the discussion. 
Visit www.theideaofavillage.com.

Lorem ipsum

Eucharistic Adoration
and Reflection with 

Praise & Worship 
for the Entire Family

Wednesday, May 29th 7:00 to 8:30 PM
In the Great Hall at 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Edmond, OK

Lorem ipsum

Featuring Seek Conference Speaker

Alex Sanchez

 
        With Music by

                    The Mark Ryan Band 
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May 

Third Sunday of Easter.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hos-
pital, 1000 N. Lee. Contact 
(316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
(St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
105, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McCler-
non, (405) 313-6611, (405) 
414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. 
- 9 p.m. in Marian Hall, St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.
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Pastoral letter listening ses-
sion, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Holy 
Family, Lawton.  

Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals luncheon, 11 a.m. 
Petroleum Club OKC, 100 N. 
Broadway Ave., Suite 3400. 
Contact (405) 709-2745, 
acp@archokc.org.

The Catholic Women’s Ac-
tivity Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month 
September - May in the patio 
room at Epiphany of the 
Lord, 7336 Britton Rd., OKC. 
Lunch 11:30 a.m. followed 
by a short program and 
business meeting. Contact 
Sharon Fernbaugh at (405) 
721-2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John 
Raphael House, Edmond. 
Contact (405) 340-0691, 
Ext. 197, parishnurse@st-
john-catholic.org.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Feast of St. Damien de 
Veuster.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. A/B, 
St. Charles Borromeo, 5024 N. 
Grove Ave. Contact (405) 635-
5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.
com.

Fourth Sunday of Easter.

Mother’s Day.

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima.

Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center 
community room. Contact Fr. 
M. Price Oswalt at (405) 567-
3404.

Feast of St. Isidore the Farmer.

Pastoral letter listening session, 
6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center, OKC. 

Monthly Novena to the Infant 
Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
During the nine days, the nove-
na prayers will be: Monday-Fri-
day following Noon Mass, Sat-
urday following 5 p.m. Mass, 
and Sunday following 11 a.m. 
Mass.

The Abbot’s Table, St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey, Shawnee.

Feast of St. John I.

The Oklahoma Knights of 
Columbus state golf tour-
nament, 8 a.m. at Sapulpa 
Municipal Golf Course, U.S. 
Hwy 66 W.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Nursing Home, 
OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; meet-
ing following. Contact Toni 
Harrelson, (405) 341-2199.

The Oklahoma City Com-
munity of Secular Carmel-
ites meets monthly at Little 
Flower, OKC. Anyone inter-
ested in deepening prayer life 
with community support, call 
Vicky Caudell at (405) 637-
4611 or William Ginn at (405) 
737-2024.

St. Bernard’s 7th annual 
Dinner Extravaganza, 6 p.m. 
at River Spirit Convention 
Center, Tulsa.

5

5

5

5

6

8

9

9

9

9

9

10

11

12

12

13

14

14

15

16

17

17

18

18

18

18

18



Sooner Catholic16   May 5, 2019

The Immaculate Con-
ception Church’s Annual 
Seder/Passover Meal drew 
dozens of Christians, both 
local and distant, for an eve-
ning of fellowship in honor 
of Passover.

“The seder meal is a Chris-
tian interpretation of the 
Passover meal that Christ 
shared with his apostles,” 
Deacon Mark Gildon said. 
“The Passover meal is when 
the Jewish faith started. 
We do the Christian under-
standing of it.”

He explained the evening 
is based on a structured 
meal. 

“The things that are on 
the plate when you sit down 
has meaning. There will be 
descriptions, explanations 
and prayers said over each 

thing that is on the plate. 
When we drink, we drink ev-
erything that is in the glass. 
There will be a table host, 
and they will put drinks in 
your glass, whether wine or 
grape juice,” he said. 

“There is regular meal that 
will follow the seder meal. 
There is a final blessing 
that deals with the fourth 
cup that Christ drank just 
before he was crucified with 
his disciples and apostles. 
Also, in the Jewish faith, the 
fourth cup is the cup of the 
blessing. We try to pull out 
the Christian traditions and 
Catholic traditions we have 
from the Jewish faith. It is 
centered on the unleavened 
bread, which transfers all 
the way to the Eucharist.” 

Bettie Cooper, a member 
of the Immaculate Con-
ception Ladies Guild, said 
the church has been doing 

the meal for more than 25 
years, and was first stated 
by a nun for their Confrater-
nity of the Christian Doc-
trine class. 

“It is something our 
church does as evangeliza-
tion. We have people here 
that are not Catholic, some 
come from Walters, Lawton, 
Duncan and Marlow,” she 
said. “It is an instructional 
meal. It instructs on the Ex-
odus. You cannot eat any-
thing until you are told to 
eat it and you cannot drink 
anything until you are told 
you can drink it.”

Deacon Gildon said pa-
rishioners at Immacu-
late Conception make the 
unleavened bread from 
scratch. 

Jolene Schonchin is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

Marlow parish hosts annual seder meal 
during Holy Week

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Table hostess Diana McIntyre from 
St. Patrick in Walters pours wine 
for Helena Berntsen of St. Ann in 
Elgin and Angela Melton of Bless-
ed Sacrament in Lawton during 
the Immaculate Conception’s 
annual seder meal April 14 in 
Marlow. Photos Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic.
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