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Go Make Disciples

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and 
Archbishop Coakley will celebrate the 
archdiocese’s first-ever Saint Kateri 
Tekakwitha Honor Dance on July 6 

at Saint John Nepomuk Catholic Church in 
Yukon.  

“Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is the first Ameri-
can Indian saint in the Catholic Church. She 
brings to light the contributions that American 
Indians have brought to the Church,” said 
Deacon Roy Callison, coordinator of American 
Indian Catholic Outreach for the archdiocese. 
“We have a lot to be proud of and Saint Kateri 
exhibits it.”

The honor dance will begin with a Noon 
Mass in the church, celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley. An afternoon and evening of powwow 
dancing contests in the parish activity center 
will follow. A first-class relic of Saint Kateri will 
be available for veneration from 1 p.m. to 9 
p.m. in Assumption Chapel.

“It is with great joy that we celebrate the 
life and witness of this truly American saint,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. “God has blessed the 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma with this oppor-
tunity to share our faith and diverse culture 
with the entire community. Saint Kateri’s call 
to conversion and missionary discipleship has 

been an inspiration to native cultures in North 
America and for many others over the past 300 
years. We praise and thank God for raising up 
Saint Kateri’s example of holiness for us all.” 

Eva Brittain, a parishioner of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, said she is 
excited to attend. 

“I am grateful that the archdiocese is honor-
ing her, the Lily of the Mohawks,” said Brittain, 
who is Chickasaw/Choctaw. 

Saint Kateri was Algonquin from her moth-
er’s side and Mohawk from her father’s side. 
Born in 1656 in Auriesville, N.Y., she lost her 
parents as a child when smallpox nearly oblit-
erated her village. The disease left her with a 
scarred face and poor vision. Her uncle adopt-
ed her, and when he later tried to arrange her 
marriage, she refused. 

Saint Kateri was drawn to the Jesuit priests 
who stayed in their village and wanted to learn 
more about Jesus from them. She converted to 
Catholicism at age 19 and took a vow of chas-
tity. Her name, Kateri, is the Mohawk form of 
Catherine. She took her name from Saint Cath-
erine of Siena. 

Saint Kateri died on April 17, 1680, at age 
24. She officially became a saint when Pope 
Benedict XVI canonized her on Oct. 21, 2012. 
She is the patron saint of Native Americans, 

Archdiocese to celebrate St. Kateri Tekakwitha

By Dana Attocknie 
The Sooner Catholic

Family friendly honor dance powwow honors Catholic saint, native cultures

By Steve Gust 
The Sooner Catholic

Bringing the Eucharist, joy to Zambia

continued on page 6

The stained glass image of St. Kateri Tekakwitha is 
from the St. Francis de Sales Chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Photo Avery Holt.

The vital mission of Catholic 
Relief Services became clear for 
Father Timothy Fuller while on a 
special mission trip to Zambia.

The memories of the trip and 
long flight remain fresh for Father 
Fuller. Next month, he begins his 
new assignment at Saint Mark 
Catholic Church in Norman.

To this day, he relishes the expe-
riences of his time in the African 
nation. The two-week visit gave 
him a different perspective on life 
in Oklahoma compared to Zambia. 

“There is poverty there, but they 
don’t see themselves as poor, 
which is remarkable,” he said. 

His trip was the result of Father 
Fuller becoming part of the Global 
Fellows program of Catholic Relief 
Services. The group consists of 
other priests and deacons, who 
help represent CRS. Prior to the 
trip, his primary connection to 
CRS consisted of the annual Rice 

Fr. Fuller celebrates Mass in Zambia. Photo provided. continued on page 6
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Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

What will it take?
Two weeks ago, the bishops of the United States 

gathered in Baltimore for our semi-annual plenary 
meeting. Though there were a variety of items on our 
agenda, one group of items garnered the most atten-
tion and energy: those pertaining to the ongoing crisis 
surrounding sexual abuse within the Church. More 
specifically, the focus was on the bishops’ own ac-
countability and responsibilities as shepherds of the 
Church. 

One year ago, the McCarrick scandals rocked the 
Church, followed swiftly by the Pennsylvania Grand 
Jury investigation into the crisis of clergy sexu-
al abuse and the way bishops responded to those 
crimes and allegations. 

This recent meeting was a continuation of our 
previous meeting this past November when the mea-
sures intended to address the crisis were not voted 
upon at Pope Francis’s request. He wanted to hear 
first from the leaders of the national bishops’ confer-
ences of the whole Catholic world, which he did in 
a gathering that took place in the Vatican this past 
February. 

The fruit of that meeting resulted in new legislation 
binding on the whole Church that deals specifically 
with the global abuse crisis. He issued this legis-
lation, by way of a motu proprio, in May. (A motu 
proprio is a legislative text that adds to the Church’s 
canon law. It is issued at the pope’s own initiative.) 

The resulting delay in our 
actions, originally planned 
for this past November, al-
lowed time for the response 
to mature and be undertak-
en in view of a wider consul-
tation and deeper discern-
ment.

The result is another step 
forward in the Church’s 
response to the abuse crisis 
that has had such devastat-
ing effects on so many. The 
pope’s motu proprio and the national directives for 
its implementation in the United States, which the 
bishops approved in our June meeting, build upon 
and expand the 2002 Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People adopted by the USCCB 18 
years ago. 

That landmark commitment and the legal frame-
work that went with it has resulted in a dramatic 
decrease in the number of abuse cases. It resulted in 
very practical measures that have become familiar to 
us: victim assistance coordinators in dioceses, back-
ground checks for clergy, lay staff and volunteers, 
safe environment training, lay review boards and a 
zero-tolerance policy for those who abuse minors.

One of the gaps in the 2002 charter that became 
painfully apparent during the past year was the lack 
of clarity about bishops’ own inclusion in the require-
ments of the charter. Consequently, the measures 
that we addressed and approved in our June meeting 
deal specifically with bishops. 

We reaffirmed our own episcopal commitment to 
hold ourselves accountable to the same ethical stan-
dards and codes of conduct that bind other mem-
bers of the clergy and to provide support to victims 
of abuse and their families. We adopted policies that 

address bishops’ own 
accountability for sexual 
abuse of children and 
vulnerable persons, for 
sexual misconduct and 
the intentional mishan-
dling of such cases. 

We committed to 
utilizing lay profession-
al experts to investigate 
abuse and established an independent third-party 
national hotline for reporting cases of abuse or neg-
ligence by bishops. We adopted a protocol for ap-
plying sanctions to bishops who have been removed 
from office for abuse or for negligence in responding 
to abuse. We committed to a means of investigating 
allegations of abuse or negligence by bishops that will 
involve cooperation with the Holy See, the involve-
ment of lay experts and the metropolitan archbishop 
of the appropriate ecclesiastical province. 

These are technical terms and measures and may 
sound like so much jargon. Good policies are im-
portant. Protocols are necessary to protect the rights 
of everyone involved. We are good at putting these 
together. In fact, we in the United States have become 
leaders in responding to the global crisis of sexual 
abuse in the Church. We are putting in place strong 
policies, protocols and procedures. 

But, they are not 
enough? What will it 
take for us to put this 
painful and humiliating 
chapter of Church his-
tory behind us? A look 
back at Church history 
reminds us that we have 
been here before. The 
Catholic Church has en-
dured and survived oth-
er crises. The fact that 
the Catholic Church has 

survived 2,000 years is certainly not due to merely 
to human efforts and initiative. God is faithful to his 
promises. And, the Lord has promised that the gates 
of hell will not prevail. 

We are dealing with a Church of sinners. We are all 
sinners. We are called, however, to become saints. We 
are equipped to become saints through the power of 
the Holy Spirit and the means that Christ has left to 
his Church. Throughout history renewal and reform 
always have come about through prayer, repentance, 
continuing conversion, adherence to the word of God 
and the grace that comes to us through the liturgy 
and the sacraments. As always, these are our way 
forward at this time.

We bishops are called to repentance for our own 
failings. We are called to recommit ourselves to the 
promises we made when we were ordained and as-
sumed leadership of Christ’s Church. But, it will take 
more than that. It will take all of us. We all are called 
to holiness. 

Each of us, in our own way and according to our 
own vocation, shares responsibility for the Church 
and its evangelizing mission. We all are called to put 
our gifts at the service of one another for the renewal 
of the Church. God is with us.

July 2 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, Catholic Pastoral Center
July 6 – St. Kateri Mass and Honor Dance, Noon, St. John Nepomuk, Yukon

Find more 
news on the 

website
By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a The 7th annual St. 
Joseph Orphanage reunion 
of former residents and 
staff members of St. Joseph 
Orphanage in Bethany and 
St. Joseph Children’s Home 
in Oklahoma City will be 11 
a.m. - 2p.m. Aug. 10 at Trin-
ity Gardens, Garvey Room, 
3825 N.W. 19 in Oklahoma 
City. All former residents 
and staff and their families 
and friends are invited. Bring 
old photos and memories to 
share. Lunch at Noon. Ad-
mission free. RSVP by Aug. 5 
to Jane Moon at jmoon@cca-
okc.org or (405) 526-2308.

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 
Thank you for the grace, 
humility and courage you 

exemplified in your short life. 
You have shown us how 

heartache can be turned into 
happiness by trusting 

in the Lord. 
We pray that your example 

brings healing, forgiveness, a 
discernment of religious 

vocations and an 
understanding that people can 
celebrate both their faith and 

their cultural traditions. 
Pray for us, Lily of the 

Mohawks, that we may be 
like you, and place our love for 
Jesus at the center of our lives. 

We pray this, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer by Dana Attocknie ©

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Find more resources at:

archokc.org/safe-environment

preventionusccb.org

BALTIMORE – During the June 11-13 spring 
assembly of the U.S. bishops in Baltimore, it 
was clear the bishops had to respond to the 
sexual abuse crisis in the church – and on the 
last day of their gathering they approved a se-
ries of procedures to begin this process.

On June 13, they voted to implement the 
document “Vos Estis Lux Mundi” (“You are the 
light of the world”), issued by Pope Francis in 
May to help the Catholic Church safeguard 
its members from abuse and hold its leaders 
accountable.

The bishops also 
approved the doc-
ument “Affirming 
Our Episcopal 
Commitments” 
and promised to 
hold themselves 
accountable to the 
commitments of the 
charter, including a 
zero-tolerance policy 
for abuse. The docu-
ment says any codes 
of conduct in their 
respective dioces-
es regarding clergy 
apply to bishop as 
well.

They voted in 
favor of the item 
“protocol regarding 
available nonpenal 
restrictions on bish-
ops,” which outlines 
what canonical 
options are available 
to bishops when a 
retired bishop re-
signs or is removed 
“due to sexual misconduct with adults or grave 
negligence of office, or where subsequent to his 
resignation he was found to have so acted or 
failed to act.”

Their first action was a vote June 12 to 
authorize the implementation of a third-party 
system that would allow people to make con-
fidential reports of abuse complaints against 
bishops through a toll-free telephone number 
and online. The system, which would be oper-
ated by an outside vendor contracted by the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, should be 
in place no later than May 31, 2020.

During the first day of the assembly, several 
speakers discussed the challenge ahead and 
the need for the bishops to be both transparent 
and reliant upon lay leadership. The bishops 
also examined their plans to vote on proce-
dures and policies in response to the abuse cri-
sis, including some they had put aside during 
their fall general assembly in November at the 
Vatican’s request.

The bishops’ postponement of voting on these 
procedures was addressed from the meeting’s 
onset June 11 in a message from Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre, the Vatican’s nuncio to the 
United States.

He noted that there were “some expressions 
of ‘dissent’” by some U.S. bishops at the previ-
ous assembly about postponing votes on items 
related to the reemergent clergy sexual abuse 
crisis, but he also stressed that “unity prevails 
over conflict.”

“Working together provides us with the 
opportunity to speak and to listen,” said the 

message from Archbishop Pierre, read by Msgr. 
Walter Erbi, charge d’affaires at the Vatican’s 
nunciature in Washington. Archbishop Pierre 
was at the Vatican for a nuncio meeting.

Archbishop Pierre’s message said that despite 
the desire among U.S. bishops in November to 
act quickly to address new crises on clergy sex 
abuse, the postponement of the votes on the 
issue allowed the U.S. church to participate 
more fully at the Vatican’s February summit on 
the protection of minors.

“One of the reasons the Holy Father asked for 
a delay was that the whole church needed to 
walk together, to work in a synodal way,” Arch-

bishop Pierre said, 
“with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit to 
make the path for-
ward clearer.”

Moving forward was 
certainly a theme of 
the assembly, echoed 
by National Review 
Board chairman 
Francesco Cesareo 
June 11, who called 
for a greater role for 
laity in investigating 
allegations of abuse or 
reaction to reports of 
abuse against bish-
ops.

Cesareo also said 
National Review Board 
members recommend 
a thorough review of 
the “Charter for the 
Protection of Children 
and Young People” 
and a revision in the 
audit process regard-
ing diocesan imple-
mentation of the char-
ter, which governs the 

church’s response to clergy abuse allegations.
“A strengthened audit would provide a means 

for improving your dioceses’ existing methods 
to protect and heal,” Cesareo said. “Virtually 
all your dioceses, including those where prob-
lems came to light under the microscope of 
the media and attorney generals, have easily 
passed the audit for years, since the bar cur-
rently is so low. Now is the time to raise the bar 
on compliance to 
ensure the mistakes 
of the past are not 
repeated.”

Cesareo also 
recommended that 
the charter “should 
be revised imme-
diately to explicitly 
include bishops and 
demand for greater 
accountability.”

“You have a great 
opportunity,” he 
said, “to lead by 
example and help 
show dioceses and 
episcopal confer-
ences around the 
world not only how 
important it is for 
lay involvement 
to ensure greater 
accountability and 
transparency, but 
also how laity and 

the episcopacy can be co-responsible for the 
church’s well-being.”

Both the National Review Board and the 
National Advisory Council pressed the bishops 
to encourage Vatican officials to release doc-
uments regarding the investigation of mis-
conduct by Theodore McCarrick, the former 
cardinal who was laicized earlier this year. The 
allegations against him were made public near-
ly a year ago on June 20, 2018.

The bishops also discussed the upcoming 
election, the crisis at the border and the issue 
of young adults leaving the church.

They were urged to do more to support the 
suffering of immigrant families, to be with them 
spiritually as pastors and to voice support for 
legal measures to help them.

“It’s so important that our works match our 
words on this issue,” said Bishop Jaime Soto of 
Sacramento, California, June 11 after a pre-
sentation by the working group on immigration 
issues for the USCCB.

Two bishop members of the group, Arch-
bishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles and 
Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of Austin, Texas, gave 
an update of what the U.S. church is doing at 
the national level and in certain regions of the 
country on immigration issues.

Bishop Vasquez urged the group to “redouble 
efforts to offer spiritual support and access to 
legal and social services to affected families,” 
saying it is “vital that they feel supported by 
the church during this time of uncertainty.”

Auxiliary Bishop Robert Barron of Los An-
geles, chairman of the bishops’ Committee on 
Evangelization and Catechesis, spoke about 
an upcoming presentation at the fall meeting 
on how to respond to the growing number of 
young people leaving the church.

He said getting the religiously unaffiliated, or 
“nones,” particularly young people, back to the 
Catholic Church, should be a top priority for 
the church, noting that 50% of Catholics age 
30 and younger have left the church.

“Half the kids that we baptized and confirmed 
in the last 30 years are now ex-Catholics or 
unaffiliated,” he said, and “one out of six mil-
lennials in the United States is now a former 
Catholic.”

In anticipation of the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, the U.S. bishops’ quadrennial document 
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U.S. bishops take action to respond to 
church abuse crisis

CAMPAIGN GOAL RAISED TO DATE % GOAL

CHALLENGE GOAL $80,000,000 $89,738,074 112%

ARCHBISHOP COAKLEY’S LEAD GIFTS $20,000,000

$5,000,000

$8,535,000

$13,630,000

$10,950,000

$9,345,000

$15,350,000

$23,719,941

$2,532,304

$10,390,685

$16,150,972

$14,274,060

$11,491,887

$11,132,088

$46,136

119%

ROTHER MUSEUM & PILGRIM CENTER

10 WAVE 1 PARISHES

(Oct. ‘17 - Mar. ‘18)

29 WAVE 2 PARISHES

(Mar. ‘18 - Aug. ‘18)

34 WAVE 3 PARISHES

(Aug. ‘18 - Dec. ‘18)

31 WAVE 4 PARISHES

(Jan. ‘19 - May. ‘19)

COMBINED PARISH CAMPAIGNS

OTHER GIFTS ---- - - - -

51%

122%

118%

130%

116%

73%

 The U.S. bishops approve directives for 
implementing in the U.S. provisions for 
safeguarding Catholics from abuse and 
holding the church’s leaders accountable 
issued by Pope Francis in May.

 The U.S. bishops acknowledge the out-
rage, horror and discouragement many 
Catholics experienced due to revelations 
of sexual misconduct or abuse by some 
bishops and to the failure of others to 
respond properly in a statement affirming 
their commitment to carry out the duties 
of their office and to protect church mem-
bers from abuse.  

 The U.S. bishops adopt a protocol for 
restricting the activities of retired bishops 
who are accused of sexual abuse or of fail-
ing to prevent abuse.

 Pope Francis approves a new law and 
safeguarding guidelines for Vatican City 
State and the Roman Curia aimed at better 
protecting minors and vulnerable adults 
from all forms of abuse and exploitation.

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service 

continued on page 16
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church 
in Lawton has a 

long and colorful histo-
ry. When the U.S. Army 
opened a frontier post 
(later Fort Sill) in 1869 
in what is now Lawton, 
the seeds of the city 
were planted. A trading 
post called the Red Store 
was started in 1886 and 
eventually the new town 
of Lawton came to be in 
1901.

Father Isidore Ricklin, 
a Benedictine who was 
the founder of Saint Pat-
rick Mission in Anadarko, 
was the first Catholic priest to visit. Soon, 
Father Urban de Hasque from Chickasha 
offered Mass once a month in the home of 
a parishioner. 

Bishop Meerschaert decided to send the 
newly arrived Father Zenon Steber from 
Alsace-Lorraine (between Germany and 
France) to be the first pastor of Lawton. 
He stayed for only two months and went 
on to be pastor of Okarche for 45 years. 
William Huffer, another Oklahoma legend, 
became pastor and built the first church 
in 1903. Father William Lamb appeared 
in 1905 and would serve as pastor for the 
next 20 years.

Father Lamb persuaded the Sisters of 
Divine Providence to start Saint Mary 
Academy in September 1907. Thus, began 
a tradition of Catholic education at Bless-
ed Sacrament, now known as Saint Mary 
Catholic School.

In 1924, the wooden church burned. 
At the time, the Ku Klux Klan was 

blamed for the tragedy although 
it has never been substantiated. 

The Klan had enjoyed a resurgence after 
World War I and the Catholic Church was 
a favorite target. The destruction of the 
church necessitated the building of the 
current edifice completed in 1925.

Father Charles Van Hulse, one of three 
brothers (the others being Joseph and 
Theophile) to serve in Oklahoma as pas-
tors, succeeded Father Lamb. The parish 
continued to be a vital part of the com-
munity in war and peace with the likes 
of Fathers Wade Darnell, Elmer Schwartz 
and Monsignor Ben Hulshof as pastors.

With Father Elmer Robnett’s appoint-
ment in 1975, the parish became involved 
in the refugee crisis after the fall of Sai-
gon. The parish helped more than 500 
Vietnamese and Laotians resettle and 
provided them with clothing, bedding, 
food and money. Some families lived in 
the rectory basement until they found ad-
equate housing. A free medical clinic was 
established. 

It was a shining example of Catholic so-
cial teaching in action and the true mean-
ing of discipleship.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Blessed Sacrament in Lawton

Addendum to 
Priest Assignments 2019
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

The following assignments are effective July 2

St. Patrick, 
Oklahoma City

Pastor

Rev. Christopher 
Tran

Rev. Timothy 
Ruckel

Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Chandler; (St. Louis, 
Stroud)

Administrator

This past March, I focused my column on the 
Vision 2030 process going on for the archdiocese. I 
talked about how we were planning regional gath-
erings and listening sessions throughout this past 
spring. Those gatherings were quite successful, and 
it was a great opportunity to hear from people in 
various regional locations all over the archdiocese. 

The primary focus of these gatherings was to get 
validation and feedback about the pastoral direc-
tions that were emerging from our strategic plan-
ning over the past 18 months. That feedback was 
overwhelmingly consistent, and the pastoral prior-
ities that have emerged through this process have 
become more clear. 

In the coming years, we as an archdiocese need 
to build a 
culture of 
conversion 
and dis-
cipleship 
in all of 
our par-
ishes and 
schools, 
we need to 
strengthen 
education 
and for-
mation at 
all levels, 
we need to 
strengthen 
marriages 
and family 
life, we 
need to 
address 
the unique 
needs of 
the young, 
and we 
need to 
better in-
tegrate our ministry efforts for the rapidly growing 
Hispanic population and other cultural groups. 

Through this whole process, we heard an admo-
nition that the liturgical life of our faith and our 
Catholic social teaching should be central to our 
efforts in all these areas of pastoral priority. The 
love of God, especially as it finds expression in the 
sacred liturgy and personal prayer, and the love of 
neighbor as expressed in our Catholic social teach-
ing and works of mercy provide the general context 
in which we will pursue these five priorities. In that 
sense, loving God and loving our neighbor are sim-
ply “who we are” and “what we do” as Catholics. 

We have captured these priorities in the image 
accompanying this column.

So, what’s next? The archbishop is working on 

the draft of 
the new Vision 
2030 Pastoral 
Plan, outlining 
the priorities 
and fleshing 
out tangible 
ways we can 
begin pursuing 
them in our 
parishes and schools. The draft of that document 
will be delivered to priests in September. The final 
document will be released during Advent, which is 
the beginning of a liturgical year for the Church.

It’s an exciting time for our archdiocese. We just 
completed the 
very successful 
One Church, 
Many Disciples 
Capital Cam-
paign. We’re 
in the midst of 
the canoniza-
tion process 
for Blessed 
Stanley Roth-
er. And, we 
are drawing 
to completion 
in the next 
six months or 
so the Vision 
2030 process 
and releasing 
a new Pastoral 
Plan for the 
archdiocese. 
We are incredi-
bly grateful for 
all those who 
have partic-

ipated in various aspects of this process – Vision 
2030 team members, priests, deacons and seminar-
ians, those who attended the regional gatherings 
and listening sessions, parish staff and key leaders 
who have participated and contributed through 
focus groups, surveys and other forms of feedback. 
Special thanks to our staff at the chancery who 
helped in ways too numerous to mention!

We are excited to finish this process and have a 
clear definition of the pastoral directions the Holy 
Spirit is leading us to pursue in the coming years 
for the Church in central and western Oklahoma! 
You can access more information and details about 
this process and the pastoral priorities by visiting 
archokc.org/Vision2030.
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Vision 2030
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Director of the 
Secretariat for 

Evangelization and 
CatechesisDiane Floyd 

Superintendent 
of Catholic 
Schools

Q: What do 
you do at the 
chancery for 
the Archdio-

cese of Oklahoma City?

A: I am the Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools for the archdi-
ocese.

Q: What are the require-
ments of someone in your 
position?

A: My role facilitates com-
munication and coordina-
tion between the Catholic 
Schools Office and our local 
Catholic elementary and high 
schools. Working with our two 
associate superintendents, I 
assist principals with admin-
istrative and supervisory con-
cerns, provide in-service and 
assistance to pastors and school 
advisory councils, perform the 
human resource function for the 
principals, plan in-service days 
and retreats for Catholic school 
personnel, promote instruc-
tional improvement in schools, 
including planning and imple-
mentation of programs, oversee-
ing the accreditation process for 
Catholic schools, and respond 
to inquiries and concerns from 
parents, pastors, principals and 
school advisory council mem-
bers.

Q. What’s the hardest part of 
your job?

A: The hardest part of my job 
is trying to ensure that all our 
schools remain accessible, af-
fordable and available to all who 
desire to be there. 

Q: How does your job help 
advance the mission of the 
Catholic Church in Oklaho-
ma?

A: Called to “Go Make Dis-
ciples” as the superintendent 
of Catholic schools, I am able 
to advance the mission of the 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
by caring for the education and 
faith formation of our Catholic 
schools through leadership and 
service while advancing sustain-
able, thriving schools centered 
in Christ.

Diane 
Floyd 

ChanCery 
Staff

Meet the

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Photos 
provided.

St. Mary in 
Ponca City 
celebrated 

their 125th 
anniversary 
on June 1.



Bowl program during Lent. Funds collected through 
Rice Bowl are given to help fund CRS outreach. 

The story of his experience helped bolster the 
support of his parish, inspiring them to increase 
their gifts to help. 

“When I returned and told my parish what I had 
seen and done, the 
total increased to 
$7,000,” he said. 
“I intend on telling 
about my expe-
rience to my pa-
rishioners at Saint 
Mark’s also.”

Father Fuller 
emphasized that 
the CRS Rice Bowl 
program is only a 
part of what CRS 
does. The outreach 
teaches Zambians 
proper nutrition, 
cooking techniques 
and various ways to 
farm better.

“Their main crop 
is corn, but that’s not always the most nutritious 
food for them,” he said.

He explained there also are clinics, which help 
provide medical assistance.

Jazmin Cogburn, the CRS diocesan coordinator of 
the archdiocese, was grateful Father Fuller had the 
opportunity to visit Zambia.

“Father is now a witness as to how CRS is em-
powering Zambia,” she said. 

She added Zambia is only one of 110 nations 
served by CRS. For the past 75 years, they have as-
sisted more than 130 million of some of the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people. 

In Zambia, there are occasions when people have 

to learn to do without, he said.
“At times, I get frustrated when I don’t have an 

Internet connection for my cell phone. And, then I 
remember that in parts of Zambia they don’t even 
have electricity.”  

Another experience, which stands out for him, 
was a Mass he helped celebrate at an orphanage.

The nation, he explained, is recovering from an 
AIDS epidem-
ic. Many chil-
dren, through 
either the 
aftermath 
of AIDS or 
parents who 
can’t afford 
them, are 
abandoned 
and wind 
up at the 
orphanage. 
Father Full-
er was im-
pressed with 
the orphan-
age operated 
by sisters. In 
addition, he 

noticed a very joyful spirit with the children during 
their participation during Mass. 

Although he witnessed first-hand the challenges, 
poverty and struggles endured by the residents, he 
also had time to explore, including a safari where 
he was introduced to a few big cat cheetahs.

He also recalled helping to celebrate a Mass in the 
capital city.

“The crowds were incredible,” he remembered.
He summed up the experience calling it an “eye 

opener.” He remains appreciative of the work done 
by CRS and urges people to help fund their work.

Steve Gust is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic. 
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Fr. Fuller visits with community programs in Zambia. Photo provided.

ecology and the environment and 
people in exile. Her feast day is 
celebrated on July 14.

“As a member of the Comanche 
Tribe and a Catholic, it warms my 
heart knowing Saint Kateri is the 
first American Indian woman to 
be canonized by the Church, and 
she is a reminder that there are 
no limits of God’s love and grace,” 
said Jolene Schonchin, a parish-
ioner at Blessed Sacrament in 
Lawton. 

“Not only is she one of the few 
North American saints, but she 
also was a Native American wom-
an who heard God’s voice and 
rose above opposition to dedicate 
herself to him. She represents 
our native people in a long line 
of saints from around the world. 
Celebrating her sainthood with a 
powwow will unite tribes to cele-
brate her life and remind everyone 
that God’s arms are always ex-
tended to all of us.”  

The honor dance will feature 
the presentation of the first Amer-
ican Indian Catholic Outreach 
Princess. American Indian craft 
vendors, Catholic bookstore ven-
dors and food trucks will be on-
site. The regular Saturday evening 
Mass at 5 p.m. will still be held at 
Saint John Nepomuk along with 
regular confession time 4 p.m. – 
4:50 p.m. Overflow parking will be 
across the street at Yukon Middle 
School.  

“If you’ve never been to a pow-
wow, I’m sure you’ll find it to 
be educational and a fun family 
event,” Deacon Callison said.  

Saint John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church and School is located at 
600 Garth Brooks Blvd. in Yukon. 
For more information about the 
honor dance, visit archokc.org/
honordance. 

Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone to join him in honoring 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha on July 6.

Dana Attocknie is managing edi-
tor of the Sooner Catholic.

Donna Rynda, Cassady Bagnaro and Beverly Perrault from St. 
James stomped grapes at the St. Philip Neri Inaugural Italian Fes-
tival in Midwest City on May 26, St. Philip Neri’s feast day. Photo 
provided.

St. Kateri

EVERY LIFE IS  UNIQUE and deserves to be remembered in a 
special way. Your Dignity Memorial® professionals are dedicated 
to helping you plan ahead for a personal, meaningful final tribute 
that honors the customs and traditions you cherish.

Proudly serving the Catholic community.

honoring traditions, 
strengthening faith. 

Chapel hill Funeral home
Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens

OkLahOma CItY
ChapelHill-OKC.com

405-721-3182

memorial park 
Funeral Home

OkLahOma CItY
MemorialParkOKC.com

405-755-1111

Whole life insurance underwritten by American Memorial Life Insurance Company, Rapid City, SD.

M16752_ChapelHill_MemorialP_Traditions_PNT_5x7_Catholic_C.indd   1 4/17/19   2:37 PM

Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals luncheon 

The Assembly of Cath-
olic Professionals third 
quarterly luncheon for 
2019 is Aug. 1 at the 
Downtown Petroleum 
Club in Oklahoma City. 
The guest speaker is 
Carolyn Woo. To regis-
ter, visit archokc.org/
acp. Contact (405) 709-
2745, acp@archokc.org.
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Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
Honor Dance

July 6
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Saint Kateri Tekak-
witha (pronounced 
Gah-deh-lee Deh-
gah-quee-tah in 

Mohawk) is the first American 
Indian to be recognized as a 
saint by the Catholic Church. 
Born in 1656 in the Mohawk 
village of Ossernenon near 
what is now Auriesville, N.Y., 
her mother Kahenta was Al-
gonquin and Christian and 
her father Kenhoronkwa was 
a Mohawk war chief. She was 
named Tekakwitha, which 
means “she who puts all 
things in order.”

In 1660, when she was age 4, 
smallpox ravaged her village. 
The disease took her parents 
and infant brother and left 
Saint Kateri with a scarred 
face and weakened vision. Her 
uncle, Kenhoronkwa’s brother, 

was made the new chief and he 
and his wife adopted her. The 
Mohawks moved their village 
to Caughnawaga in Quebec, 
Canada. When she was old-
er, her uncle tried to arrange 
her marriage, but she refused. 
She was interested in learning 
more about Jesus from the Je-
suit priests who stayed in their 
village.

She was baptized on Easter 
Sunday 1676 and given the 
name Kateri, the Mohawk form 
of Catherine, which she took in 
honor of Saint Catherine of Si-
ena. Her religious decision was 
not understood by her uncle 
or the Turtle Clan, but despite 
the opposition she faced, her 
faith never wavered. Saint 
Kateri eventually left her vil-
lage in 1677 and went to Saint 
Francis Xavier of Sault Saint 

Louis, south of Montreal. She 
received Holy Communion on 
Christmas Day 1677 and took 
a vow of virginity in 1679. She 
became ill shortly after and 
died on April 17, 1680, at age 
24. Upon her death the small-
pox scars disappeared from 
her face.

Saint Kateri was declared 
Venerable in 1942 by Pope Pius 
XII, she was beatified on June 
22, 1980, by Saint John Paul II 
and was canonized on Oct. 21, 
2012, by Pope Benedict XVI. 

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is 
known as the Lily of the Mo-
hawks and is recognized as the 
patroness of American Indians, 
ecology, environment, purity, 
people in exile and orphans. 
Her feast day is July 14 in the 
United States and April 17 in 
Canada.

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

Lily of the Mohawks

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA HONOR DANCE

JULY 6
ST. JOHN NEPOMUK
600 GARTH BROOKS BLVD, YUKON
HEAD STAFF
Emcee: Cy Ahtone
Head Singer/Drum: Leonard Cozad Jr.
Head Gourd Dancer: Michael Tsotaddle
Head Man Dancer: John Big Horse
Head Lady Dancer: Krystal Caesar
Color Guard: Kiowa Women’s Color Guard
Arena Director: T. Kerchi/T-Bone

Tiny Tots: $10 per participant
Teen girls combined: 1st $100, 2nd: $75 3rd: $50

Teen boys combined: 1st: $100, 2nd: $75, 3rd: $50
Women’s Fancy Shawl/Jingle: 1st $300, 2nd: $200, 3rd: $100

Women’s Buckskin/Women’s Cloth: 1st: $300, 2nd: $200, 3rd: $100
Men’s Fancy: 1st: $300, 2nd: $200, 3rd: $100

Men’s Straight/Traditional/Grass: 1st: $300, 2nd: $200, 3rd: $100
All dancers must register (one category only) and participate 

in grand entry. Dancers must be in their regalia to receive prize money.

CONTEST DIVISIONS

SCHEDULE
MASS: Noon

GOURD DANCE:  2 p.m.-4:30 p.m.  
PRINCESS CROWNING: 4:30 p.m.

SUPPER BREAK:  5 p.m.-6 p.m.
GRAND ENTRY:  6 p.m.

No specials. No alcoholic beverages/illegal drugs allowed. Not 
responsible for accidents, thefts or injuries. For more information, 
contact Deacon Roy Callison at (918) 822-3255.

All priests, deacons, religious, tribal princesses, gourd dancers 
and drum groups/singers are cordially invited. 

AMERICAN INDIAN
CATHOLIC OUTREACH
ARCHDIOCESE OF
OKLAHOMA CITY

Go Make Disciples

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha
HONOR DANCE

July 6
St. John Nepomuk

600 Garth Brooks Blvd.
Yukon

schedule
Mass: Noon

Gourd Dance: 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Princess crowning: 4:30 p.m.
Supper break: 5 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Grand Entry:  6 p.m.
Relic veneration: 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Where to park

G
a
r
t
h 
B
r
o
o
k
s

Yukon Ave.

St. John 
Nepomuk 
Catholic 
Church

Yukon 
Middle 
School

 Overflow park-
ing:
 
Overflow parking 
will be at Yukon 
Middle School, 801 
Garth Brooks Blvd.

Monastery Icons photo

How to venerate a saint’s relic

The veneration of relics in the 
Catholic Church is an ancient tra-
dition that dates back to the New 
Testament. We can find its origins in 
the life of Jesus Christ. The Church 
always has treated the relics of 
saints in a special manner, preserv-
ing them and often putting them on 
display for the benefit of the faithful.
 Relics of saints are typically 

housed in special gold cases and 
can either be seen in a permanent 
display in various churches, or in a 
traveling presentation, similar to the 
recent tour of Padre Pio relics in the 
United States.
 When venerating a relic it is 

most appropriate to show honor and 
respect to the saint by performing a 
simple exterior gesture. The Direc-
tory on Popular Piety explains that, 
“Popular piety is characterized by a 
great variety and richness of bodily, 

gestural and symbolic expressions: 
kissing or touching images, places, 
relics and sacred objects … These 
and similar expressions, handed 
down from father to son, are direct 
and simple ways of giving external 
expression to the heart and to one’s 
commitment to live the Christian 
life. Without this interior aspect, 
symbolic gesture runs the risk of 
degenerating into empty customs 
or mere superstitions, in the worst 
cases.”
 In general, the Church recom-

mends an exterior gesture that fits 
the occasion and corresponds to a 
person’s interior disposition. Some-
one venerating a saint’s relic can 
kiss or touch the glass case that 
houses the relic or simply stand 
near the relic in prayer, raising one’s 
heart and mind to God and invoking 
the intercession of the saint.
 Other acceptable gestures in-

clude signing oneself with the sign of 
the cross or kneeling in front of the 

relic in prayer. However, a person 
should not genuflect before the relic 
in a way similar to genuflecting be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament. Christ 
alone is reserved that type of vener-
ation.
 Whatever gesture a person 

chooses to use to venerate a relic, 
it must not be done out of supersti-
tion, but out of love for the saint and 
for God. Think of the practice in a 
similar way to someone who takes 
out a photograph of a beloved family 
member and kisses it every time he 
or she puts it back. 

Venerating the relics of saints is 
a beautiful practice that brings us 
close to those who walked before 
us in the sign of faith. They “ran 
the race” and reached the end goal 
of Heaven. Seeing their relics and 
touching them can incite in us a 
greater urgency to strive for sanctity 
so that we can meet these holy men 
and women at the end our time on 
earth.

A basic guide 

By Aleteia 

 How to volunteer: 
Sign up online at http://bit.ly/HonorDancevolunteer or call 
Dana Attocknie at (405) 721-1810. 

 Vendor table set up: 
Contact Susan Callison at (918) 931-7514 

 More information: 
archokc.org/honordance 
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POWWOW 101

Powwow dancers attempt to catch the 
judges’ eyes with personal style, footwork 
falling on the beat of the music and well-
made dance attire. A dancer can be dis-

qualified if they dance off beat, drop a part of their 
clothing during the performance or fail to stop with 
both feet on the ground when the last beat of the 
drum sounds. A good dancer combines traditional 
aspects with personal attitude and individuality.

Men’s Traditional Dance 
Men’s Traditional dancers tell a story with their 

movements: one of hunting, tracking, fighting or 
imitating the courtship dances of prairie birds. 
The dancers’ feet stay close to the ground while 
their heads and upper bodies play out their story 
line. This dance and the associated dance dress, or 
regalia, originated with 19th century warrior society 
members who danced to recount their war deeds 
and tell stories.

Men’s Fancy Dance 
Taking basic steps and regalia from the Tradi-

tional Dance, Fancy dancers’ dress is noted for the 
colorful beadwork, feathers, ribbons and an addi-
tional bustle worn at the back of the neck, accen-
tuating each of the dancer’s athletic movements. 
The best Fancy dancers are able to make complex 
movements with regalia falling on beat with the 
drum.

Men’s Grass Dance
Marked by quick and fluid movements, the Grass 

Dance is more active than the Men’s Tradition-
al Dance. Grass dancers move by shaking their 
shoulders, 
swaying 
their torsos 
from the 
hip and 
darting 
suddenly 
to change 
their direc-
tion. They 
do not wear 
a bustle, 
but rather 
a shirt and 
pants heav-
ily fringed 
with rib-
bon, yarn or cloth moving as an extension of the 
dancer’s body, reminiscent of prairie grass swaying 
in the wind. Some Grass dancers use trick steps 
that give the appearance that the dancer is off bal-
ance, only to gracefully recover just in time.

Women’s Fancy Shawl Dance
Fancy Shawl dancers are rec-

ognized by their energetic dance 
style in which they seem to float 
around the arena; their shawls 
outstretched like beautiful wings. 
Dancers create this illusion by 
moving around the arena on their 
toes, kicking high and twirling 
into the air. This dance is ex-
tremely athletic and strenuous 
and is usually danced by girls 
and young women. The dancers 
keep up with the fast pace of 
the song while retaining a gentle 
elegance, using their beautifully 
decorated fringed shawls to ac-
centuate every movement.

Women’s Traditional Dance 
The Women’s Traditional Dance is a powerful and 

personal dance of expression. These dancers move 

with extreme grace and subtlety, keeping their feet 
close to the ground and either moving slowly for-
ward or bobbing slightly with the beat of the drum. 
These simple steps have their origin in older times 
when women did not dance in the arena but stood 
outside the circle and kept time with their feet. 
Dancers wear or carry shawls, a sign of modesty 
and respect, and long traditional buckskin or cloth 
dresses.

Women’s Jingle Dress 
Dance

The most musical of 
the powwow dances, the 
Jingle Dress competi-
tion is gracefully accom-
panied by the tinkling 
sound of the jingle dress 
in motion. These danc-
ers are distinctive in 
their dresses covered by 
rows of triangular metal 
cones. The dance has no 
set choreography, and 
dancers use a variety of 
rocking, stepping and 
hopping motions to make 
the jingles on their dresses chime along with the 
beat of the drum. Although this dance originated in 
northern Minnesota among the Anishinabe people, 
it has become tremendously popular among women 
dancers of all ages on the Northern Plains.

Tiny Tots Dance
When the announcer calls for the Tiny Tots 

Dance, a number of young children fill the arena; 
dancing, wiggling and jumping along to the beat of 

the drum. The Tiny Tots dance includes young 
children, ages 6 and under, who are just learn-
ing to dance, encouraging them to join in with 
powwow activities. The inclusion of youngsters 
in the powwow dances ensures that the next 
generation carries on the powwow tradition.

Social Dances 
In addition to competition dances and spe-

cials, a number of social dances fill the pow-
wow schedule. Among these are the intertrib-
al and round dances that include all dance 
categories, ages and genders. Powwow visitors 
should feel free to join in these dances upon 
invitation from the emcee.

The Drum 
It is hard to imagine a powwow without a drum. 

It is the drum that makes the dancers want to 
move, and the better the drum the more the danc-
ers feel the excitement of the performance. The 
drum is a term used to refer to both the instru-

ment and the group of people sitting 
at the drum to play and sing. One 
or more lead singers, who start the 
songs, may have more than 100 songs 
in their personal repertoire. The songs 
sung at powwow are varied and end-
less in number. Some are traditional 
and passed down through history 
others are contemporary and created 
to speak to current concerns and in-
terests. Some of the songs are sung in 
their traditional tribal language, which 
aides in keeping the languages alive 
and are vital for the younger genera-
tions. Many of the songs are sung in 
vocables (rhythmically sung syllables) 
such as “hey,” “yah” or “lay.” The use 
of vocables makes the songs easier 
for singers and dancers of all tribes to 

remember. There are typically a number of drum 
groups at each powwow, and they trade off the 
playing duties for each song.

By Native Oklahoma Magazine 

When attending a pow-
wow, especially if you are 
unfamiliar with the setting, it 
helps to be observant. While 
different powwows will have 
common elements, there may 
be some variance in protocol. 
Watch what other attendees 
are doing. Stand when they 
stand. Sit when they sit. The 
master of ceremonies will 
make announcements and 
give instructions to keep ev-
erything going smoothly.

n Arena benches are set up 
for dancers and special hon-
orees around the perimeter of 
the dance circle. If a seat has 
a blanket on it, it is reserved. 
Be conscious of where you 
place your chair. Do not sit in 
sections reserved for elders or 
dancers and take care not to 
block the view of others.

n When special songs 
are played, everyone stands 
quietly in respect. Exam-
ples include during Grand 
Entry, flag songs, veteran 
songs, memorial songs and 
prayer songs. The emcee will 
announce these songs and 
indicate if or when dancers 
may join the song. 

n Recordings are not al-
lowed without the permission 
of the master of ceremonies 
and the lead singer. 

n Only those invited by 
the lead singer may sit at the 
drum. Do not touch the Drum 
unless given permission.

n Avoid flash photography 
since it can be distracting to 
contest dancers. 

n Be respectful of regalia. 
Some of the pieces or jewelry 
may be family heirlooms. If 
a dancer drops a piece of re-
galia or a piece comes loose, 
let them or the arena director 
know. Do not pick it up. Do 
not touch or handle an eagle 
feather. If one has fallen, let 
the dancer or a powwow staff 
member know. 

n The dance circle is 
sacred. Do not walk across 
the circle and do not permit 
children to run in or around 
the circle. 

n Visitors may participate 
in some social and inter-
tribal dances. The emcee 
will announce these dances. 
Blanket dances are intro-
duced to raise money for 
the head drum group. When 
the blanket is placed on the 
ground or floor, everyone is 
welcome to enter the circle. 
It’s customary to enter from 
the main entry and walk the 
direction of the established 
movement.

Powwow 
etiquette

Provided by Native 
Oklahoma Magazine 

Photos Native American Times
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Matthew’s Gospel is No. 1!
…in the New Testament

The next stop on our journey through the 
Bible is the New Testament. It consists of 27 
books. The most important of these writings, 
and the ones most essential for all Christianity, 

are the first four. These 
are the divinely inspired 
Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.

In all actuality there is 
only one Gospel, Jesus 
Christ, he is the Good 
News in the flesh and he 
brings us his kingdom. 
This is why when the 

Gospel is proclaimed at 
Mass the minister says, “A reading from the 
holy Gospel according to…” Note that “Gospel” 
is singular while it could be according to Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke or John.

Jesus is the promised Messiah and in him all 
of God’s promises come true. The long-awaited 
Messiah has arrived and he will never leave 
us. He continues present in and through his 
kingdom of which the Church is its seed and 
beginning. Jesus is the hope of Israel and this 
expectation was and is realized beyond our 
wildest dreams. All the world must learn about 
the life, death, resurrection and ascension of 
our lord and savior Jesus Christ. The Gospels 
are God’s loving gift to all men and women 
throughout history, so we may know of him 
and meet him, the word. 

The Gospels receive special treatment at 
Mass. There can be a procession with the book 
of the Gospels, it can be placed upon the altar, 
candles can be on both sides of the pulpit 

during its proclamation. We stand when the 
Gospel is proclaimed (the only books of the Bi-
ble to receive this honor), the Gospel is kissed 
after its proclamation and on special occasions, 
we are blessed with the book of the Gospels by 
our archbishop. 

Are we getting the idea? Is the message clear? 
Do we truly understand just how special these 
four books inspired by God are? The Gospels 
are our starting point as faithful disciples with 
hearts centered on Jesus Christ.

The Gospels provide us with this indispens-
able, foundational and crucial Good News of 
God’s infinite mercy and saving love through 
these divinely inspired texts. Questions such 
as “Who was the inspired evangelist?” “When 
and where were the Gospels inspired?” And, 
“What was the development process of these 
writings?” These questions should never cloud 
the two primary aspects of the Gospels: God 
is their primary author and they speak to us 
about Jesus Christ our savior and redeemer. 
This is key to all Gospels, but we need to start 
with one.

Matthew is No. 1! When the four Gospels are 
mentioned, Matthew always is mentioned first 
and it was the most cherished Gospel in the 
early Church. Matthew has a unique God-in-
spired presentation of Jesus Christ that serves 
as a bridge between the Old Testament and the 
New Testament by presenting our Lord as the 
long-awaited Messiah in a way that the recent 
Jewish converts to Christianity would easily 
understand. 

The Gospel of Matthew also is constantly 
referencing easily recognizable Old Testament 

quotes 
and 
customs. 
The Jesus 
Christ of 
Matthew 
is the new 
Moses and 
the struc-
ture of the Gospel mimics the Torah. Jesus is 
Emmanuel, God is with us. Our Lord also is 
presented with the biblically rich title of son of 
God and son of man. Matthew is the only Gos-
pel to speak to us of the Church and it being 
built upon the rock of Peter and his declaration 
of faith on Jesus as the Christ, the son of the 
living God. 

Matthew introduces us to Jesus’ key teach-
ing, the kingdom. Matthew speaks of the 
kingdom of heaven out of respect to his Jewish 
audience. The kingdom refers to various reali-
ties all of which connect to Jesus Christ him-
self. The kingdom is understood as: Christ’s 
presence among us; Christ’s presence in our 
hearts; Christ’s presence in his Church. This is 
why Matthew’s Gospel is sometimes referred to 
as the “Gospel of the Kingdom.”

Matthew’s Gospel is great for catechesis and 
is the key Gospel for those in RCIA. I invite you 
to sit down and read, meditate, ponder and 
reflect on the Beatitudes in Ch. 5. This will give 
you insights into Jesus, his kingdom and each 
one of our lives as disciples of our loving lord.

 Thank you, Lord, for the Gospel of Matthew.

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis 

St. Mary in Ardmore celebrated Fr. 
Kevin Ratterman’s 25th anniversary 
of ordination on June 2 in Stanley 
Rother Hall. The women of St. Mary 
gifted Fr. Ratterman a papal blessing. 
Pictured are Berniece Lenich (left) and 
Ellen Innis. Photo provided. 

Fr. Mandagiri Balaswamy joined the St. Benedict 
Ladies Auxiliary at their monthly meeting at Saint Ben-
edict Catholic Church in Shawnee to show them the 
new vestments purchased in India with their monetary 
assistance. Photo provided.

Foundation scholarship recipient Autumn Conneywerdy 
with Fr. Bala and Tim Payne on June 2 at St. Rose of Lima 
in Perry. Photo provided.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

Fr. Rick Stansberry, pastor 
of Christ the King Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City, 
poses with high school 
seniors who served at Mass 
from the 5th grade through 
high school. Photo provided.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¿Qué tomará?
Hace dos semanas, los obispos de los Es-

tados Unidos se reunieron en Baltimore para 
nuestra reunión semestral. Aunque había una 
variedad de artículos en nuestra agenda, un 
grupo de artículos obtuvo la mayor atención 
y energía: aquellos relacionados con la crisis 
actual que rodea al abuso sexual dentro de la 
Iglesia. Más específicamente, la atención se 
centró en la responsabilidad y responsabili-
dades propias de los obispos como pastores de 
la Iglesia.

Hace un año, los escándalos de McCarrick 
sacudieron a la Iglesia, seguidos rápidamente 
por la investigación del Gran Jurado de Pensil-
vania sobre la crisis de abuso sexual del clero 
y la forma en que los obispos respondieron a 
esos crímenes y denuncias.

Esta reciente reunión fue una continuación 
de nuestra reunión anterior en noviembre pas-
ado, cuando las medidas destinadas a abordar 
la crisis no se sometieron a votación por pe-
tición del Papa Francisco. Quería escuchar 
primero a los líderes de las conferencias nacio-
nales de obispos de todo el mundo católico, lo 
que hizo en una reunión que tuvo lugar en el 
Vaticano este pasado febrero.

El fruto de esa reunión dio como resultado 
una nueva legislación para toda la Iglesia que 
se ocupa específicamente de la crisis de abuso 
global. Emitió esta legislación, a modo de un 
motu proprio, en mayo. (Un motu proprio es un 
texto legislativo que se suma a la ley canónica 
de la Iglesia. Se publica a iniciativa del Papa).

El retraso resultante en nuestras acciones, 
planeado originalmente para noviembre pas-
ado, permitió que la respuesta madurara y 
se emprendiera en vista de una consulta más 
amplia y un discernimiento más profundo.

El resultado es otro paso adelante en la re-
spuesta de la Iglesia a la crisis de abuso que ha 
tenido efectos tan devastadores en tantos. El 
motu proprio del Papa y las directivas nacio-
nales para su implementación en los Estados 
Unidos, que los obispos aprobaron en nuestra 
reunión de junio, se basan en la Carta de Pro-
tección de Niños y Jóvenes del 2002 adoptada 
por la USCCB hace 18 años.

Ese compromiso histórico y el marco legal 
que lo acompañó han dado como resultado una 

disminución dramática en el número de casos 
de abuso. Resultó en medidas muy prácti-
cas que nos son familiares: coordinadores de 
asistencia a las víctimas en las diócesis, verifi-
cación de antecedentes del clero, personal laico 
y voluntarios, capacitación de ambiente seguro, 
juntas de revisión de laicos y una política de 
tolerancia cero para quienes abusan de los 
menores.

Uno de los vacíos en la Carta del 2002 que 
se hizo dolorosamente evidente durante el 
año pasado fue la falta de claridad sobre la 
inclusión de los obispos en los requisitos de 
la carta. En consecuencia, las medidas que 
abordamos y aprobamos en nuestra reunión de 
junio se refieren específicamente a los obispos.

Reafirmamos nuestro propio compromiso 
episcopal de responsabilizarnos de los mismos 
estándares éticos y códigos de conducta que 
obligan a otros miembros del clero y de brindar 
apoyo a las víctimas de abuso y sus familias. 
Adoptamos políticas que abordan la respons-
abilidad de los obispos por el abuso sexual 
de niños y personas vulnerables, por la mala 
conducta sexual y el mal manejo intencional de 
tales casos.

Nos comprometimos a utilizar expertos profe-
sionales laicos para investigar el abuso y esta-
blecimos una línea telefónica nacional indepen-
diente de terceros para denunciar los casos de 
abuso o negligencia por parte de los obispos. 
Adoptamos un protocolo para aplicar sanciones 
a los obispos que han sido removidos de sus 
cargos por abuso o por negligencia en respond-
er al abuso. Nos comprometimos a investigar 
los alegatos de abuso o negligencia por parte de 
obispos que involucrarán la cooperación con la 
Santa Sede, la participación de expertos laicos 
y el arzobispo metropolitano de la provincia 
eclesiástica correspondiente.

Estos son términos y medidas técnicas y 
pueden sonar como una jerga. Las buenas 
políticas son importantes. Los protocolos son 
necesarios para proteger los derechos de todos 
los involucrados. Somos buenos para poner 
esto juntos. De hecho, nosotros en los Estados 
Unidos nos hemos convertido en líderes para 
responder a la crisis mundial de abuso sexual 
en la Iglesia. Estamos implementando políti-

cas, protocolos y 
procedimientos 
sólidos.

Pero, ¿Serán 
suficientes? 
¿Qué nos costará 
dejar atrás este 
capítulo dolo-
roso y humillante de la historia de la Iglesia? 
Una mirada atrás a la historia de la Iglesia 
nos recuerda que hemos estado aquí antes. 
La Iglesia Católica ha soportado y sobrevivido 
otras crisis. El hecho de que la Iglesia Católica 
haya sobrevivido 2.000 años ciertamente no se 
debe meramente a esfuerzos e iniciativas hu-
manas. Dios es fiel a sus promesas. Y, el Señor 
ha prometido que las puertas del infierno no 
prevalecerán.

Estamos tratando con una iglesia de peca-
dores. Todos somos pecadores. Estamos lla-
mados, sin embargo, a ser santos. Estamos 
equipados para convertirnos en santos a través 
del poder del Espíritu Santo y los medios que 
Cristo le ha dejado a su Iglesia. A lo largo de 
la historia, la renovación y la reforma siempre 
se han producido a través de la oración, arre-
pentimiento, conversión continua, adhesión a 
la Palabra de Dios y la gracia que nos llega a 
través de la liturgia y los sacramentos. Como 
siempre, estos son nuestro camino a seguir en 
este momento.

Los obispos estamos llamados al arrepen-
timiento por nuestros propios defectos. Esta-
mos llamados a comprometernos nuevamente 
con las promesas que hicimos cuando fuimos 
ordenados y asumimos el liderazgo de la Iglesia 
de Cristo. Pero, tomará más que eso. Todos 
tenemos que cooperar. Todos estamos llama-
dos a la santidad.

Cada uno de nosotros, a nuestra manera y de 
acuerdo con nuestra propia vocación, compar-
timos la responsabilidad de la Iglesia y su mis-
ión evangelizadora. Todos estamos llamados a 
poner nuestros dones al servicio de los demás 
para la renovación de la Iglesia. Dios está con 
nosotros.

El papa Francisco salu-
da a la multitud al llegar 
a la Pontificia Facultad 
de Teología del sur de 
Italia, en Nápoles, el 21 
de junio de 2019, para 
una conferencia sobre 
teología y el Mediterrá-
neo. Foto CNS-Vatican 
Media.
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La siguiente parada en nuestro viaje a través 
de la Biblia es el Nuevo Testamento. Consta de 
27 libros. Los más importantes de estos escri-
tos, y los más esenciales para todo el cristian-
ismo, son los primeros cuatro. Estos son los 

evangelios divinamente 
inspirados de Mateo, 
Marcos, Lucas y Juan.

En realidad, solo hay 
un Evangelio, Jesucris-
to, él es la Buena Nueva 
encarnada y nos trae su 
reino. Por eso, cuando se 
proclama el Evangelio en 
la misa, el ministro dice: 
“Lectura del santo Evan-

gelio según ...” Tenga en 
cuenta que “Evangelio” es singular, mientras 
que podría ser según Mateo, Marcos, Lucas o 
Juan.

Jesús es el Mesías prometido y en él se cum-
plen todas las promesas de Dios. El tan espe-
rado Mesías ha llegado y nunca nos dejará. Él 
continúa presente en y a través de su reino, del 
cual la Iglesia es su semilla y comienzo. Jesús 
es la esperanza de Israel y esta expectativa fue 
y se realiza mejor de lo que nos lo podríamos 
imaginar. Todo el mundo debe aprender acerca 
de la vida, muerte, resurrección y ascensión 
de nuestro señor y salvador Jesucristo. Los 
evangelios son el don amoroso de Dios a todos 
los hombres y mujeres a lo largo de la historia, 
para que podamos conocerlo, la Palabra. 

Los evangelios reciben un tratamiento espe-
cial en la Misa. Puede haber una procesión con 
el Evangeliario, se puede colocar sobre el altar, 
los cirios pueden estar a ambos lados del púl-
pito durante su proclamación. Nos ponemos de 

pie cuando se proclama el Evangelio (los únicos 
libros de la Biblia que reciben este honor), el 
Evangelio se besa después de su proclamación 
y, en ocasiones especiales, somos bendecidos 
con el Evangeliario por nuestro arzobispo.

¿Entendemos esta enseñanza? ¿Está claro 
el mensaje? ¿Comprendemos realmente cuán 
especiales son estos cuatro libros inspirados 
por Dios? Los evangelios son nuestro punto de 
partida como fieles discípulos con corazones 
centrados en Jesucristo.

Los Evangelios nos proporcionan esta infinita 
misericordia y amor salvadores indispensables, 
fundamentales y cruciales a través de estos 
textos de inspiración divina. Preguntas como 
“¿Quién fue el evangelista inspirado?” “¿Cuán-
do y dónde se inspiraron los evangelios?” Y 
“¿Cuál fue el proceso de desarrollo de estos 
escritos?” Estas preguntas nunca deben nublar 
los dos aspectos principales de los evange-
lios: Dios es su objetivo. Autor principal y nos 
hablan de Jesucristo, nuestro salvador y re-
dentor. Esto es clave para todos los evangelios, 
pero necesitamos comenzar con uno.

¡Mateo es el n.°1! Cuando se mencionan los 
cuatro Evangelios, Mateo siempre se menciona 
primero y fue el Evangelio más apreciado en la 
Iglesia primitiva. Mateo tiene una presentación 
única de Jesucristo inspirada por Dios que 
sirve de puente entre el Antiguo Testamento 
y el Nuevo Testamento al presentar a nuestro 
Señor como el Mesías tan esperado de una 
manera que los recientes conversos del judaís-
mo al cristianismo entenderían fácilmente.

El Evangelio de Mateo también hace referen-
cia constantemente a citas y costumbres del 
Antiguo Testamento fácilmente reconocibles. 
El Jesucristo de Mateo es el nuevo Moisés y la 

estruc-
tura del 
Evange-
lio imita 
la Torá. 
Jesús es 
Emman-
uel, Dios 
está con 
nosotros. Nuestro Señor también se presenta 
con el título bíblicamente rico de hijo de Dios 
e hijo del hombre. Mateo es el único Evangelio 
que nos habla de la Iglesia que se construye 
sobre la piedra que es Pedro y su declaración 
de fe sobre Jesús como el Cristo, el hijo del 
Dios vivo.

Mateo nos introduce a la enseñanza clave de 
Jesús, el reino. Mateo habla del reino de los 
cielos por respeto a su audiencia judía. El reino 
se refiere a varias realidades, todas las cuales 
se conectan con Jesucristo mismo. El reino 
se entiende como la doble presencia de Cristo 
entre nosotros; presencia de Cristo en nuestros 
corazones. presencia de Cristo en su Iglesia. Es 
por esto que el Evangelio de Mateo a veces se 
conoce como el “Evangelio del Reino”.

El Evangelio de Mateo es excelente para la 
catequesis y es el Evangelio clave para aquellos 
en RICA. Los invito a sentarse y leer, meditar, 
reflexionar y reflexionar sobre las Bienaven-
turanzas en el capítulo 5. Esto te dará una 
visión de Jesús, su reino y cada una de nues-
tras vidas como discípulos de nuestro amoroso 
Señor. 

 Gracias, Señor, por el Evangelio de Mateo.

¡El evangelio de Mateo es el n.°1!
...en el Nuevo Testamento

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Secretariado de 
Evangelización y 

Catequesis

En la última semana de Mayo y la segunda semana de 
Julio en la parroquia “Santa Catalina de Siena”, en Pauls 
Valley, la Oficina del Ministerio Hispano y Diversidad 

Cultural, realizó el taller “Método para una Catequesis bautis-
mal, evangelizadora y participativa”. En esta ocasión se les dio un 
re-entrenamiento a los catequistas de la parroquia, así como el 
entrenamiento para los nuevos líderes de las iglesias Holy Cross 
de Madill y Good Sheperd de Marietta, los que servirán preparan-
do a las familias hispanas para la celebración del Sacramento del 
Bautismo. El mismo entrenamiento se ofrece en Inglés a las comu-
nidades que lo soliciten, para esto pueden. Contactarse con Álvaro 
Marfull al (405) 709-2806, Ext. 152.

Baile de honor de Santa Kateri 
El Arzobispo Coakley invita a to-

dos los miembros de la Arquidióce-
sis de Oklahoma City, la Diocesis 
de Tulsa, las diócesis de otros 
estados, las familias, los danzantes 
nativos y el público a unirse a él el 
6 de julio para asistir a la danza de 
honor de Sta. Kateri Tekakwithuk 
en St. John Nepomuk en Yukón. 
El baile de honor incluirá misa, 
concursos de baile en powwow, la 
presentación de la nueva princ-
esa de Difusión Católica de los 
Indios Americanos y ¡una comida 
increíble! Visita archokc.org/hon-
ordance. Los vendedores pueden 
comunicarse con Susan Callison 
al (918) 931-7514. Regístrese para 
ser voluntario en http://bit.ly/ 
HonorDancevolunteer.

Lea la nueva carta pastoral 
del Arzobispo Coakley 

La nueva carta pastoral del 
Arzobispo Coakley, “¡Vayan y 
Hagan Discípulos! Construy-
endo una Cultura de Con-
versión y Discipulado para la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma 
City”, presenta la visión de la 
Arquidiócesis hasta el 2030. 
Lea la carta o descargue una 
copia en archokc.org/2030. 

a Para enviar fotos, 
información sobre eventos 
o ideas de historias que 
pueden ser publicadas, 
envíe un correo electróni-
co a tips@archokc.org.
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Briefs
St. Kateri Honor Dance – July 6

Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone from the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa, dioceses from other states, 
families, native dancers and the 
public to join him July 6 for the 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance at St. John Nepomuk in Yu-
kon. The honor dance will include 
Mass, powwow dancing contests, 
veneration of a St. Kateri relic, the 
presentation of the new American 
Indian Catholic Outreach princess 
and amazing food! Visit archokc.
org/honordance. Vendors can 
contact Susan Callison at (918) 
931-7514. 

Read Archbishop Coakley’s new 
pastoral letter 

Archbishop Coakley’s new pas-
toral letter, “Go Make Disciples! 
Building a Culture of Conversion 
and Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City,” lays out 
the vision for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City through 2030. 
Read the letter or download a copy 
at archokc.org/2030. Print copies 
available at parishes. 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
perpetual adoration

Holy Innocents’ Foundation is 
seeking more adorers for the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel. Contact Toni 
Harrelson at adoration.holyinno-
cents@gmail.com or (405) 341-
2199.

Volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed for the 

first archdiocesan St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Honor Dance on July 
6 at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon. 
Sign up online at http://bit.ly/
HonorDancevolunteer or call (405) 
721-1810. Learn more at archokc.
org/honordance.

Register for Catholic summer 
camp

Registration is open for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. Camp is for students in 
grades 4-12. Register at archokc.
org/camp or call (405) 721-9220.

Suicide prevention training 
Did you know you can help save 

a life? Catholic Charities encour-
ages parishioners to participate in 
mental health awareness training. 
QPR is a free one-hour suicide 
prevention training that provides 
three simple steps to reach some-
one who may be feeling hopeless. 
Professional counseling available. 
Contact St. Joseph Counseling 
Center at (405) 524-0969.

Suicide grief support group
A support group for those who 

have lost someone to suicide meets 
at St. Francis in Oklahoma City on 
the third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Meerschaert 
House located just north of the 
church building. The gathering is 
in a caring atmosphere to remem-
ber loved ones. Call (405) 528-
0485.

Edmond children’s day out
Registration is open for the 

children’s day out program at St. 
John in Edmond. The NEST is a 
program for children ages 2 and 3 
during the school year. The pro-
gram offers full-time or part-time 
care for age 2 and part-time care 
for age 3. Find information about 
classes, schedule and tuition at 
stjohn-catholic.org/cdo/prospec-
tive-families. Contact nest@st-
john-catholic.org, (405) 340-1789.

GOLD first Saturday fundraiser
Join in for praise and worship 

music by “2+One” 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

July 6 at 4113 S. Eastern Ave. 
in Moore. Hamburgers and hot 
dogs provided. Bring a side dish to 
share. Donations welcome to help 
support the Gospel of Life Dwell-
ings.

Icon writing workshop/retreat
Iconographer Beverly Layton 

will be teaching a week-long icon 
writing workshop/retreat 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. July 8-13 at her home studio. 
No previous experience necessary. 
Each student will complete a 10” 
x 12” icon on wood that will be 
blessed in a brief ceremony. Stu-
dents choose between an icon of St. 
Joseph or Bl. Stanley Rother. Cost 
$400, includes supplies, instruc-
tion and light lunch. Space limited. 
Call Beverly at (580) 678-6745. 

Oblate retreat
St. Joseph Monastery in Tulsa 

will have its annual oblate retreat 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. July 13 in the 
monastery library. Cost $20, in-
cludes lunch. The oblate book sale 
will be during the retreat. Contact 
AJ Tierney at (918) 746-4223, 
atierney@montecassino.org. 

St. Kateri celebration
A Mass, pilgrimage to a St. Kat-

eri Tekakwitha statue and a picnic 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. July 14 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shaw-
nee. RSVP by July 6 to retreats@
monksok.org or (405) 878-5296.

St. Sebastian’s Summer Camp
St. Sebastian’s summer is a 

camp hosted by the Santa Fe Fam-
ily Life Center, designed to pro-
mote health and wellness through 
a Christian world view. The camp 
will be led by Santa Fe staff and 
local Catholic school teachers, 
and will combine sport, virtue, 
teamwork and spiritual growth in 

an uplifting environment. Camp 
activities include sports-based 
games, swimming, prayer, crafts 
and faith studies. Camp is July 
15-19, grades: 1-5 (as of August 
2019), $125 for SFFLC members 
and $150 for non-members. Visit 
www.sfflc.com/st-sebastians or 
call (405) 840-1817. Space limited.

Day of Reflection
A Day of Reflection for people 

who teach will be 8:30 a.m. – 3 
p.m. July 20 at St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey in Shawnee. Cost is $30 and 
includes lunch. Registration limit-
ed to 40. Contact (405) 878-5656, 
retreats@monksok.org.

Rosary Run
A Blessed Stanley Rother rosary 

run will be 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. July 27 
beginning at St. Andrew in Moore 
and ending at Resurrection Cem-
etery in OKC. The traveling rosary 
will stop at five different locations 
and is open to any street legal ve-
hicle. Lunch at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center $8.50 pp. All donations 
will be sent to St. James in Santi-
ago Atitlan, Guatemala. Visit www.
therothermen.com. 

Quo Vadis Days 2019
Quo Vadis Days is a four-day/

three-night retreat July 28-31 for 
young men in high school and col-
lege at the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp. The goal is 
to challenge young men to ask the 
fundamental question, “quo vadis” 
or “where are you going?” The re-
treat will help equip them with the 
tools and opportunities to prayer-
fully discern God’s will for their 
lives to be the saints the Church 
and the world need them to be. 
Space is limited. Register now at 
qvdays.org or call the vocations 
office at (405) 721-9351.

Jobs Box
Cristo Rey OKC president

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School is seeking a president. 
The school is part of the national 
Cristo Rey Network. The president 
is the chief executive officer, hav-
ing overall responsibility for the 
management of Cristo Rey OKC, 
and must be Catholic. Preferred 
qualifications include: awareness 
of and commitment to Catholic 
traditions of education, service 
and social justice; exceptional 
communication and interpersonal 
skills; proven fundraising and/or 
revenue generating success; sig-
nificant visionary leadership and 
management experience; strategic 
planning experience and execu-
tion capabilities; strong budget 
management skills. The president 
reports to the board. Position 
starts in July. E-mail cover letter 
resume and statement of educa-
tional beliefs and vision for Cristo 

Rey OKC Catholic High School to 
searchcommittee@cristoreyokc.org.

Marriage preparation coordina-
tor

The archdiocese is seeking a 
coordinator of respect life min-
istry and marriage preparation. 
This position provides support to 
the director of the Office of Mar-
riage and Family Life Ministry and 
serves as the coordinator for pro-
life ministry and marriage prepa-
ration for the archdiocese. It is a 
full-time position with occasional 
evening and weekend responsibili-
ties. Good oral and written fluency 
in English and Spanish; broad 
knowledge of and assent to the 
Church’s teachings on the sanctity 
of human life; human sexuality, 
marriage and family life a must. A 
degree in theology or philoso-
phy preferred. Send resume to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Fundraising coordinator
The Center of Family Love is 

seeking a fundraising coordinator 
to raise funds, improve fundraising 
activities, assist in planning and 
coordinating events meant to raise 
funds and coordinate activities 
of volunteers and interns related 
to event planning and execution; 
maintain complete and orderly re-
cords of donors; build upon exist-
ing donor relationships and form 
new donor relationships. Bach-
elor’s degree in communication, 
public relations, journalism or 
related/applicable area preferred. 
At least two years of fundraising 
experience; deadline driven and 
strong leadership skills. E-mail 
resume to nsanders@cflinc.org or 
call (405) 263-7100.

Parish and resources coordina-
tor

Catholic Charities for the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a full-time parish and resources 
coordinator to serve as consul-
tant, educator and supporter for 
parishes and communities to 
develop and sustain social min-
istries and ecumenical outreach 
to address the needs of the poor 
and vulnerable. Coordinator will 
provide support to the director of 
grants and donor administration 
to ensure good donor/donation 
stewardship through various data-
base functions. Must have degree 
in a related field; be a practicing 
Catholic with knowledge of Catho-
lic social teaching and spirituality; 
at least two years’ experience in 
social ministry with education and 
communication skills. E-mail cov-
er letter and resume to bsmith@
ccaokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.
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June

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

July 

 “Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. 
- 9 p.m. in Marian Hall, St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon.

Feast of St. Thomas.

Independence Day - CPC 
closed.

Feast of St. Anthony Zaccaria.

Feast of St. Elizabeth of Por-
tugal.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Feast of St. Maria Goretti.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Honor 
Dance at St. John Nepomuk, 
Yukon. Mass at Noon, pow-
wow 2 p.m. – 10 p.m. Visit 
www.archokc.org/honor-
dance.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Independent 
Living, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Joachim Chap-
el; meeting 10 a.m. - Noon. 
Contact Toni Harrelson, (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hospital, 
1000 N. Lee. Contact (316) 
558-0422, billfull@cox.net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
Ambrose Building) in room 
No. 105, for any Catholic lay-
person drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McClernon, 
(405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
9407.

Icon writing workshop/re-
treat July 8-13, Lawton. To 
register, call Beverly at (580) 
678-6745.

Feast of St. Augustine Zhao 
Rong and Companions.

Catholic War Veterans (of any 
war/conflict) meeting, 7 p.m., 
St. Ann Retirement Center. 
Contact Fr. M. Price Oswalt at 
(405) 567-3404.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 will meet at 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

Feast of St. Benedict.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact (405) 340-0691, Ext. 197, 

parishnurse@stjohn-catholic.
org.

Oblate retreat, 9 a.m. - 2 
p.m. St. Joseph Monastery, 
Tulsa.

The Red Plains Benedictine 
Oblates of Mt. St. Scholas-
tica, Noon - 2:30 p.m., Rm. 
A/B, St. Charles Borromeo, 
5024 N. Grove Ave. Contact 
(405) 635-5665, jmmarti-
nosb@yahoo.com.
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The Center of Family Love raises record 
funds for residents 

The Center of Family Love and 
the Oklahoma Knights of Colum-
bus hosted the 6th Annual Gift 
of Love Gala on June 15 at the 
National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City, raising more than $1 million 
for residents with intellectual and 
physical disabilities who reside at 
the center in Okarche.

Founded in 1981 by members 
of the Oklahoma Knights of Co-
lumbus, The Center of Family 
Love has empowered hundreds of 
individuals with intellectual and 
physical disabilities to live produc-
tive, meaningful and joyful lives 
while inspiring them to reach for 
and achieve their dreams. Pioneer-
ing new approaches in the field 
of disabilities, the center provides 
one of the most innovative educa-
tional, vocational and residential 
programs in the nation and is rec-
ognized in Oklahoma as a preemi-
nent and model community.

The Center of Family Love 
provides homes and careers for 
130 residents through proven, 
high-quality services for people 
who live with physical and neu-
rological disabilities, including: 

cerebral palsy, autism, muscular 
dystrophy, Down syndrome, devel-
opment delays, spinal injuries and 
intellectual disabilities.

This year, The Center of Family 
Love honored Monsignor Patrick 

Gaalaas of the Diocese of Tulsa, 
who is a COFL board member. 
Monsignor Gaalaas was awarded 
the organization’s Carol and Bill 
Brown Outstanding Community 
Ambassador Award for his excep-

tional strides for life, for his com-
munity involvement throughout 
the dioceses and for his enthusi-
asm and support for the center.

The center also honored Willard 
Patocka of Enid, who serves as the 
Oklahoma Knights of Columbus 
Foundation president and a COFL 
board member. Patocka received 
the Harold J. Wittrock Humani-
tarian Award for his involvement 
in his community’s outreach to 
the less fortunate, for his dedi-
cation to serving the residents at 
the center and for his loyalty and 
commitment to a population of 
people who are often neglected and 
marginalized.

Following a blessing from Arch-
bishop Coakley, residents of the 
center performed a sign language 
rendition of “Don’t Give Up On Me” 
by Andy Grammer as special guest 
musician, Scott Floyd, sang and 
provided guitar accompaniment. 
This year’s emcee was Malcolm 
Tubbs, feature reporter for Fox 25 
Morning News and on-court emcee 
for the Oklahoma City Thunder.

To learn more about the center, 
go online to www.centeroffamily-
love.org.

The Center of Family Love’s Chief Executive Officer, Debbie Espinosa, directs 
residents of the center in a rendition of “Don’t Give Up On Me” by Andy Grammer 
as special guest musician, Scott Floyd, provides guitar accompaniment. Photo 
provided.

that provides guidance to vot-
ers on Catholic social teaching 
won’t change, but it will be 
supplemented by a brief letter 
and four 90-second videos that 
reflect the teaching of Pope 
Francis, the bishops were told.

A small group of no more 
than 10 protesters stood in 
largely silent protest June 11 
outside the hotel where the 
meeting was taking place. One 
of the group’s demands was 
that the bishops report abuse 
claims first to law enforcement.

“We don’t think the church 
can police themselves,” said 
Becky Ianni, director of Survi-
vors Network of Those Abused 
by Priests for the Washington 
area.

At the bishops’ Mass at 
the end of the first day of the 
spring assembly, Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo of Galves-
ton-Houston and president 
of the USCCB, spoke about 
the challenges faced by ear-
ly Christians and urged the 
bishops to follow the example 
of Barnabas in the Acts of the 
Apostles who was respected 
and trusted.

“Today we honor Barnabas 
in our desire to do God’s will 
and to do it carefully and with 
discretion but also with what 
the Holy Father calls boldness 
– apostolic boldness,” he said.

On the meeting’s final day, 
the bishops also approved 

wording to keep treatment of 
the death penalty in the U.S. 
Catechism for Adults in line 
with the revised universal cat-
echism.

During the second day of 
their meeting, the bishops met 
by regions and provinces in the 
morning. In the afternoon, they 
not only voted on the national 
hotline, but they also approved 
by electronic vote:

-- Strategic priorities for the 
2021-2024 USCCB Strategic 
Plan, in a provisional vote;

-- The second edition of the 
National Directory for the 
Formation, Ministry and Life 
of Permanent Deacons in the 
United States for use in U.S. 
dioceses;

-- An update to texts last 
changed in 2003 for the ordi-
nation of clergy. The action still 
requires confirmation by the 
Vatican.

The bishops also gave their 
assent by voice vote for the 
Diocese of Marquette, Mich., to 
continue to pursue the saint-
hood cause of Irving “Francis” 
Houle, a man from Michigan 
who was said to have received 
the stigmata 16 years before 
he died in 2009, but who well 
before that had “many extraor-
dinary physical and spiritual 
healings” attributed to him, 
according to a biography.

Contributing to this report 
were Dennis Sadowski, Mark 
Pattison, Rhina Guidos and 
Christopher Gunty.

continued from page 3

A time capsule was recently filled at 
Saint Eugene Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, blessed by Father 

Don Wolf, and sealed with instructions for it 
to be opened on the parish’s 100th anniver-
sary in March 2059. 

The original time capsule for Saint Eugene was buried in the hall 
outside the old church, in a PVC pipe, and removed as they planned 
the 50th anniversary celebration. 

The current capsule contains those original documents plus a 
collection of documents, bulletins, church directories, newspapers, 
artifacts and two large albums of photos and programs. One album 
contains pictures and information from the 50th anniversary and 
the second is information and pictures from the groundbreaking and 
dedication of the new church in 2012. 

Other recent items that have been added include the Sooner Cath-
olic, The Oklahoman, latest bulletin, Father Bill Ross’s last homily, 
and a collection relating to Blessed Stanley Rother. Photos provided.

St. Eugene history 
preserved in time 

capsule


