
More than 2,000 
faithful partic-
ipated in this 
year’s Sanctity 

of Life Mass at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in Oklahoma City and 
via livestream broadcast to 
five parishes around the 
archdiocese. 

During his homily, Arch-
bishop Coakley called on 
Catholics, most especially 
youth, to celebrate life and 
defend the dignity of every 

human person from concep-
tion to natural end.

“God has placed within 
each one of us an inalien-
able dignity. … The account 
of creation reminds us that 
God created us in his image 
and in his likeness; that is 
what gives our lives priceless 
value. It’s not the state that 
bestows dignity and value 
upon us. It’s not the govern-
ment, it’s our creator,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said during 
his homily.

“We are stewards of this 
gift of life and it is our re-
sponsibility to receive that 
gift gratefully – to protect 

and preserve and to cultivate 
it, especially for the least of 
our brothers and sisters.”

Archbishop Coakley spoke 
about several pro-life issues 
in Oklahoma, including 
abortion, immigration, eu-
thanasia, end of life care and 
the death penalty.

“Be well-informed, be 
passionate, in order that we 
might be effective witnesses 
for the sanctity of life – not 
just this life or that life. Not 
just the life of an unborn 
child, not just the life of a 
migrant, not just the life of a 
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop 
Coakley announced Jan. 21 the 
addition of Father Marvin Leven 
to the list of priests who have 
had a substantiated allegation of 
abuse of a minor. Leven, 95, is 
retired from active ministry.

Archbishop Coakley added 
Father Leven to the list follow-
ing an investigation by retired 
Oklahoma City Police detective 
Kim Davis. Davis was hired by 
the McAfee & Taft law firm at 
the request of the archdiocese to 
investigate older allegations of 
abuse of a minor.  

According to the investigation, 
the archdiocese was contacted 
in 1993 by a former parishioner 
of Saint Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Enid who reported 
allegations of abuse against Fa-
ther Leven that started when the 
man was age 15 and recurred 
as a young adult at Saint John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Edmond. 

In 1995, as part of the arch-
diocese’s investigation, Father 
Leven was sent to Saint Luke 
Institute for an evaluation relat-
ed to sexual abuse. In a letter to 
the diocese, professionals at the 
institute stated the allegations 
were possible and recommend-
ed Father Leven have no unsu-
pervised contact with minors. 
They also recommended he seek 
intensive outpatient psychother-
apy. 
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Go Make Disciples

“Every life has dignity”

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Please visit archokc.org/appeal

– Matthew 5:14

You are the Light of the world 

See the Sooner Catholic 2020 Annual Catholic Appeal section on pages 7-10.

Retired 
Oklahoma City 
priest added to 
clergy abuse list

continued on page 4

continued on page 5

Archbishop Coakley blesses a child during the Sanctity of Life Mass Jan. 15 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photo Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley celebrates 2020 Sanctity of Life Mass
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
www.soonercatholic.org.

a Archbishop Coakley 
encourages all clergy and 
lay people to spend time 
during Lent studying the 
latest pastoral letter, “Go 
Make Disciples! Building a 
Culture of Conversion and 
Discipleship for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.” The 
letter and pastoral plan lay 
out the vision for the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City 
through 2030. Find the letter 
and plan at archokc.org/
vision2030. Find the study 
guides at archokc.org/study-
guides.

a A Lenten Icon Writing 
workshop/retreat with
Beverly Layton is March 2-7 
in Lawton. No experience 
necessary. Students will 
learn more about the an-
cient art of iconography and 
complete a 10” x 12” hand 
painted icon on a wooden 
panel of Our Lady of Sor-
rows. All instructions, paints, 
brushes and other supplies 
are included in the $400 fee. 
Register by Feb 17. Call Bev-
erly at (580) 678-6745.  

a See photos from Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day in the 
next Sooner Catholic or at 
archokc.org/picture-gallery.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

One of the special blessings and responsibilities of 
being a diocesan bishop is making the pilgrimage – 
ad limina apostolorum. Ordinarily the ad limina visit 
takes place every five years. It is a pilgrimage “to the 
threshold of the apostles,” that is to the tombs of the 
Apostles, Saint Peter and Saint Paul who are buried 
within the major papal basilicas in Rome that bear 
their names. It also is the occasion when the bishop 
prepares an account of his stewardship and reports 
on the state of the diocese to the Holy Father and his 
curia. The principal highlight of the visit is, of course, 
the meeting with the pope.

I write this column with bleary eyes since I re-
turned late from a week of travel to Rome for my ad 
limina visit. The highlights of the trip almost are too 
numerous to mention. It was certainly a beautiful 
experience of fraternity with my brother bishops from 
Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma, who made this pil-
grimage together.

We had Mass at each of the 
four major papal basilicas of 
Rome, beginning with Saint 
Peter at the Vatican where 
we renewed our profession of 
faith and expressed our com-
munion with the successor 
of Peter on the very tomb of 
Saint Peter. 

I had the privilege of being 
the principal celebrant and 
homilist when we visited the 
Papal Basilica of Saint Paul 
Outside the Walls. After Mass, 
we had an opportunity to 
pause for prayer at his tomb 
as well, which for me was 
very poignant since he is my 
patron saint. In addition, we 
celebrated Mass at the Papal 
Basilica of Saint Mary Major, 
one of the oldest church-
es dedicated to Mary in the 
Christian world. It was built 
to commemorate the affirma-
tion of her title as Mother of 
God following the 5th century 
Council of Ephesus. Final-
ly, we celebrated the closing 
Mass of our pilgrimage at the 
Major Papal Basilica of Saint 
John Lateran, the cathedral 
Church of Rome.

Each day, we had scheduled visits to the various 
Vatican dicasteries, or curial offices, which oversee 
and serve to facilitate the work of the pope in service 
to the Universal Church. This was my third ad lim-
ina visit since becoming a bishop 15 years ago. The 
tone of each has been different and each has been the 
occasion of great joy, especially having the privilege 
of meeting the last three extraordinary popes, Saint 
John Paul II, Pope Benedict and Pope Francis.

What struck me throughout this ad limina visit was 
the obvious desire of all of the officials at each of the 
dicasteries to hear from us and learn of our concerns. 
This was displayed most remarkably in our visit with 
Pope Francis with which we began our visit in Rome. 

Pope Francis welcomed us warmly and, once we 

were seated around the 
room, he invited us to 
share with him what 
was on our minds. For 
the next two and a half 
hours we had a very 
cordial and fraternal 
conversation. He told 
us to ask anything and 
broach any subject that was on our minds. And, we 
did! This was truly an extraordinary experience. We 
spoke frankly, and he did too. Obviously, most of the 
things we discussed were spoken in confidence and 
cannot be shared. 

When I spoke, however, I thanked the Holy Father 
for the gift of the beatification of Blessed Stanley 
Rother and reminded him that he was from Okla-
homa and had been a missionary in Guatemala. 

He quickly demonstrated a 
remarkable familiarity and 
appreciation of the life and 
ministry of Blessed Stanley. 
He was struck by the fact that 
he chose to return to Guate-
mala even knowing that he 
risked his life by doing so. We 
found that same interest and 
admiration for our Oklahoma 
martyr in several of the dicast-
eries that we visited. 

The Church has been go-
ing through great trials and 
difficulties in recent years. We 
certainly discussed those, es-
pecially the scandals of sexual 
abuse and coverup by clergy 
and bishops. In recent years, 
tensions have emerged that 
seem to indicate a strain in 
the relationship between Pope 
Francis and many Church 
leaders in the United States. 
Pope Francis offered us a 
precious opportunity to expe-
rience and express our deep 
communion with him.

We bishops left Rome and 
our visit with the Holy Father 
encouraged by our experience. 
He listened to us, and we lis-
tened to him. It was a remark-
able blessing to hear from 

the Holy Father directly and for him to hear from us 
unfiltered by the distortions of social media and the 
biases of the mass media.

One of the joys of every pilgrimage is the opportuni-
ty to visit holy sites and pray for the needs of others. 
Knowing that most people of our archdiocese never 
have such an opportunity, it was a joy to carry in my 
heart the prayers of gratitude and petition of all the 
faithful, clergy and religious of Oklahoma and pres-
ent them to the Lord through the intercession of so 
many apostles and saints whose tombs we had the 
opportunity to venerate. It was a remarkable experi-
ence of our closeness and communion as members of 
the Body of Christ united under the leadership of the 
Successor of Peter.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Ad Limina Apostolorum

Lord, 
may we spread the 

message “You are the 
Light of the World” 

through our good deeds as 
we generously support the
 Annual Catholic Appeal as 
faithful stewards of the gifts 
God has entrusted us with. 

We pray to the Lord. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Feb. 2 – Confirmation, 12:15 p.m., Christ the King, OKC 
Feb. 3-5 – National Catholic Bioethics Workshop for Bishops, Dallas
Feb. 6 – School Mass and classroom visits, 8:15 a.m., Christ the King, OKC
Feb. 7 – ACA Central Deaneries Mass and reception, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Feb. 16 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., Holy Family, Lawton

Pope Francis welcomed Archbishop Coakley to 
the Region X bishops’ Ad Limina visit in January. 
Photo provided.

A series of cultural fes-
tivals this past year at 
Saint John Nepomuk in 
Yukon highlighted the 

universal outreach of the Church.
Among the cultures honored and 

celebrated were American Indian, 
Vietnamese, Czech and Hispanic.

Father Rex Arnold, pastor of 
Saint John Nepomuk, said the fes-
tivities helped to mark the parish’s 
130th anniversary year.

“This lets people know that we 
are open to other cultures,” Father 
Arnold said. “We should have done 
this before.”

It began almost a year ago with 
the Vietnamese celebration of Tet, 
or lunar new year. Celebrating 
Mass in February for the event 

was Father Francis Nguy-
en. The event introduced 
people from outside of the 
culture to new customs and 
food. 

“Father Francis told me he 
was surprised at the num-
ber of non-Vietnamese who 
attended,” said Reyne Van-
derburg, communications 
director for Saint John.

The parish is planning 
another Tet Festival Feb. 9. 

In the spring, the parish 
marked the Czech Festival. 
The City of Yukon and the parish 
have a long association and heri-
tage with Czech immigrants who 
helped settle Yukon in the late 
19th century. 

In May, the parish, now number-
ing some 1,300 families, held its 
own Czech Festival. Vanderburg 
said the event, complete with a 

potluck dinner, was 
held at the nearby 
and larger Yukon 
Czech Hall.

During the sum-
mer, the church 

drew statewide attention when it 
hosted the first-ever archdiocesan 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Hon-
or Dance, which was sponsored 
by the American Indian Catholic 
Outreach office. Saint Kateri is the 
first American Indian saint in the 
Church.

Before the honor dance, which 
featured a powwow, Archbishop 
Coakley celebrated Mass and invit-
ed attendees to venerate the relic 
of Saint Kateri, which was provid-
ed by Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen 
and Saint Gregory’s Abbey.  

Finally, in December, the His-
panic community marked the feast 
day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 
Patron Saint of the Americas. In 
1531, she appeared to Saint Juan 
Diego and asked for a church to be 
built in the Mexico City area in her 
honor. The bishop asked for a sign 
from Juan Diego. From his tilma 
or cloak, he brought out-of-season 
roses to the bishop. Appearing on 
the tilma was the image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. The image is 
iconic and still revered and hon-
ored to this day. 

The feast day celebration was 
held Dec. 12, drawing hun-
dreds of participants.

“I’ve noticed more people from 
the various groups attending 
Mass,” Father Rex said. “Our 
festivals send a message that 
they are welcomed here.”

He also credited parish staff 
and volunteers for their effort to 
organize the successful events.

“I believe this shows that we 
are a vibrant parish, ready to 
get involved and willing to help 
out,” Vanderburg said.

Steve Gust is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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Yukon parish 
celebrates a year of 

culture, festivals
By Steve Gust 

The Sooner Catholic

Fr. Rex Arnold (right) and Fr. Michael Wheelahan participate in the St. Kateri Tekak-
witha Honor Dance in July 2019 at St. John Nepomuk in Yukon. Photo Chris Porter/
Sooner Catholic. 

The band at the Czech Festival. Photo Dana 
Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Rex Arnold and Alvaro Marfull-Melendez with Matachines dancers at 
the Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration. (Below) Fr. Rex Arnold and Fr. 
Francis Nguyen with Lion Dance performers at the Tet celebration. Photos 
provided.



Father Leven was returned to 
the parish with the instruction 
that he “not be permitted to have 
ministerial contact with minors 
unless other adults are present.” 
A second allegation of inappropri-

ate behavior with a minor at Saint 
Francis Xavier also was substanti-
ated by the investigation.    

These instances are included 
in the initial report released by 
McAfee & Taft in October 2019 in 
which Father Leven is referenced 
as “Father [redacted]” on pages 58 

and 62-63.  
 Davis presented the 

results of the investi-
gation to Archbishop 
Coakley and the arch-
diocesan Review Board. 
The Review Board de-
termined the allegation 
to be substantiated 
and recommended Lev-
en be added to the list. 
Based on the results of 
the investigation and 
the recommendation of 
the board, Archbishop 
Coakley has revoked 
Father Leven’s priestly 
faculties pursuant to 
canon (church) law.

Father Leven served 
at Prince of Peace 
Catholic Church in 
Altus, Saint Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church 
in Enid, Saint John 

the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Edmond, Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church in Okarche, Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Lawton, Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church 
in Tulsa, Saint Eugene Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City and 
Holy Family Cathedral in Tulsa. 
He retired as a parish priest in 
June 1999 but served as assistant 
chaplain at Mercy Health Center 
in Oklahoma City until 2013. 

The full original report issued by 
McAfee & Taft and the clergy abuse 
list for the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City can be found at archokc.
org/clergyabusereport. To report 
abuse of a minor, contact the arch-
diocese’s Victim Assistance Coordi-
nator at (405) 720-9878.  

Report abuse or inappropriate 
behavior with a minor immediate-
ly. Contact local law enforcement, 
the state Department of Human 
Services at (800) 522-3511 and 
the archdiocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator. If a child is 
in immediate danger, call 9-1-1. 
Reporting situations include inci-
dences involving priests, deacons, 
volunteers, youth, chaperones 
and employees of a parish, school 
or diocese.

Most Reverend
Paul S. Coakley
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Bishop McGuinness inducts seven 
alumni to Athletics Hall of Fame 

Seven graduates of Bishop Mc-
Guinness Catholic High School 
were inducted into the school’s 
Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 
2020. The induction ceremony 
was Jan. 17.

The inductees were Lauren 
Connelly Creevey, Whitney Cloer, 
Michele Hain Pappas, J. Robert 
Merritt, Steven Perry, Ryan Ran-
dolph and Morgan Roy. Whitney 
Cloer will be honored this fall. 

Lauren Connelly Creevey (2002) 
finished her tennis career at 
BMCHS with a 76-0 record. In 
1999, 2000 and 2001 she was 
the No. 2 Singles State Champi-
on and then in 2002 the No. 1 
Singles State Champion. Creevey 
is a three-time Oklahoman’s All-
City Girls Tennis Player of the 
Year, and the 2002 Jim Thorpe 
Player of the Year. She went on 
to play tennis at the University of 
Notre Dame.  

Michele Hain Pappas (1977) was 
a three-time State Diving Cham-
pion. In 1974, she was voted 
Oklahoma’s Amateur Athlete of 
the Year. Pappas was a member 
of the U.S. Diving National Team 
from 1978 to 1982. She also was 
a member of the 1988 World 
Masters Champion on the 1-meter 
and 3-meter springboards. 

J. Robert Merritt (2001) was a 
member of four state champion-
ship basketball teams with a com-
bined record of 103-14. During 
his junior and senior years, he 
was named to the All-City and 
All-State lists. He was named 
the Most Valuable Player of the 

state tournament his senior year. 
Merritt went on to play at Samford 
University.  

Steven Perry (2007) is a four-
time team state champion in 
soccer, track and football. In 
2007, he set the state-record of 
40 goals and was the State High 
Jump Champion – which earned 
him All-State honors in both soc-
cer and track. Perry was named 
the 2007 Jim Thorpe Association 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. He 
went on to play soccer at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. 

Ryan Randolph (2009) played 
football, basketball and tennis 
during his high school career. 
The Irish won two state champi-

onships during his time as the 
starting quarterback – with a 25-3 
record. Randolph was a member 
of three basketball state champi-
onship teams. In 2009, he was the 
Tennis Doubles State Runner-Up. 

Morgan Roy (2009) played 
volleyball, basketball and soccer, 
and ran cross country and track, 
earning 17 varsity letters and 
volleyball and soccer All-State in 
2009. During her junior year, she 
was a member of the soccer and 
track state championship teams. 
Roy was voted to the State Volley-
ball All-Tournament Team three 
times. She went on to play volley-
ball at the University of Central 
Oklahoma.

The 2020 Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School Athletics Hall of Fame in-
ductees are (L to R): Steven Perry, Ryan Randolph, Morgan Roy, Lauren Connelly 
Creevey, J. Robert Merritt and Michele Hain Pappas. Photo provided.

PASSION    PURPOSE
for

Dynamic  Catho l i c  pre s ent s

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
TICKETS ARE $25 PER PERSON.
Order online: 

DynamicCatholic.com 
or call 859-980-7900

AUTHOR    SPEAKER DR. ALLEN HUNT
and musical guest George Lower

FEBRUARY 28, 2020 
6:30PM-10:30PM

Christ the King Catholic Church
8005 Dorset Dr. • Oklahoma City, OK 73120

&

f ea tur ing

What’s the most important word in a marriage? What is really 
going on in your wife’s head? What do you wish your husband 
knew about you? Discover key ingredients to a healthy and 
happy marriage at the Passion & Purpose for Marriage event. 
Take your relationship to a whole new level.

“You cannot imagine how much better your marriage will be once you start 
applying Allen’s life-changing wisdom to your relationship and life!”

–Matthew Kelly

MARRIAGE

continued from page 1
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This is part of a series to introduce the seminarians of the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 

Meet the

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY

Dominick 
Denney

To learn more about seminary, contact:
Rev. Brian Buettner at

bbuettner@archokc.org or (405) 721-9351. 
okcvocations.com

What is your 
home parish?
My home par-

ish is Saint Fran-
cis Xavier in Enid.

What seminary do you attend?
I am a sophomore at Conception 

Seminary College. 

If it is God’s will, what year will 
you be ordained a priest?

If it is God’s will that I be his priest, I 
will be ordained in 2025. 

What advice would you give to 
someone discerning a call to the 
priesthood?

The advice I would give someone 
discerning a call to the priesthood is 
to pray and do not be afraid. The Lord 
will bring you where he wants you 
to be. Be patient, but steady in your 
prayer. The Lord works best in silence, 
so you must give him time to reveal 
things to you piece by piece. 

What do you look forward to most 
about becoming a priest?

If I am to be a priest, I most look 
forward to being able to celebrate the 
sacraments with the people of God. 
There is nothing I desire more than to 
be able to bring people closer to their 
creator. 

Name one thing that every  
Catholic needs to know.

One thing I believe every Catholic 
should know is that God is calling 
each of us to love each other and him 
in a very special way. Whether that 
is to foster a family of faith, care for 
a community as a priest, brother or 
sister in a religious community, or live 
a life of generous service as a single 
person, he has a plan for each of us 
that is more amazing than anything we 
can imagine. 

Why choose a life of sacrificial 
love?

I have decided to pursue a life of sac-
rificial love because I believe this is the 
way that I will best be able to love and 
serve God, but also his people. 

Rose Day
The pro-life rally will be at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 

5 at the Oklahoma State Capitol. Keynote 
speaker is Abby Johnson, former abortion 
facility director. Advocates begin handing out 
roses at 9:30 a.m. Visit www.roseday.life.

Rose Day Mass, luncheon 
The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 

Women will sponsor a Mass at 7:30 a.m. Feb. 
5 in the St. Francis of Assisi chapel, 1901 
N.W. 18, OKC. A brunch will follow before 
going to the capitol. A van will leave at 9:15 
a.m. and return by 1 p.m. Cost for the ride is 
$10 and reservations are required. Contact 
Mary Ann Schmitt at (405) 650-9674.

Monastic Experience Weekend
Single Catholic men between the ages of 

18 and 35 who have considered a monastic 
vocation can experience life at St. Grego-
ry’s Abbey Feb. 21-23. Contact Fr. Simeon 
Spitz, O.S.B., at vocations@monksok.org.

Green Tie Gala 
Catholic Charities for the Archdiocese 

of Oklahoma City will have its Green Tie 
Gala Feb. 22 at the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum, 1700 N.E. 63 
in Oklahoma City. Contact Chelsea Rose at 
(405) 523-3009, crose@ccaokc.org.

continued from page 1

To find more resources for expectant 
mothers and families, go online to 

archokc.org/resources.  
To learn more about the archdiocesan 

Respect Life Ministry, go online to 
archokc.org/respectlife.

person on death row, but all life.”
Mass was followed by an event called Ignite, 

which offered a time for reflection, praise and 
worship for the entire family. Ignite was held 
simultaneously at the cathedral, Saint John in 
Edmond, Saint Francis Xavier in Enid, Saint 
Peter in Woodward, Saint Peter in Guymon and 
Holy Family in Lawton.

Respect life coordinators for the archdiocese, 
Noelle Garcia McHugh and her husband David 
McHugh, led the event, which included speaking 
and music. Archbishop Coakley led the partici-
pants in Eucharistic adoration.

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

Archbishop Coakley (top); Noelle Garcia McHugh (middle) and participants at the Sanctity of Life Mass Jan. 15 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos Cara Koenig/Sooner Catholic.

Encounter with God’s call 
seminary visit

Are you a Catholic man open to God’s 
call in your life? Join Fr. Brian Buettner 
on a free visit to Conception Seminary 
College from March 28-30. Registration 
is open to young men in their junior or 
senior years of high school up to recent 
college graduates. Register today at 
(405) 721-9351.
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Where do you want to be in 10 years?

Sister Lucille 
Gardner, O.P., 
died Dec. 30. 
Her religious 
name was Sis-
ter Mauricio. 
The funeral 
Mass was held 
at the Domin-
ican moth-
erhouse in 

Sinsinawa, Wisc., on Jan. 13.
Sister Lucy made her first 

religious profession as a Sin-
sinawa Dominican on Aug. 
5, 1955, and her perpetu-
al profession Aug. 5, 1958. 
She served in education as a 
teacher for 21 years, princi-
pal for 11 years, curriculum 
coordinator for three years, 
superintendent for six years 
and counselor for eight years. 
She served in Oklahoma, New 
Jersey, Illinois, Montana and 
Texas. 

In the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, Sister Lucy served 
as principal at Rosary School 
in  Oklahoma City from 1971-
1977 and taught at Saints 
Peter and Paul in Kingfisher 
from 1977-1979.

Repeat broadcasts of the 
wake and funeral are available 
online at www.sinsinawa.org/
live. Click the “on demand” 
tab. 

Sr. Lucille 
Gardner, O.P.

Sr. Lucille 
Gardner, O.P.

Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father John “Jack” Petuskey is warm-
ly remembered as “a priest’s priest” 
and no greater compliment can be 

bestowed by the clergy. He was the type of 
person that filled a room with his person-
ality upon his arrival and was an extrovert 
of the highest order. Ordained in 1966 by 
Bishop Reed, his extraordinary ability come 
to the fore rather quickly.

Catholic education always was his love 
and passion. Appointed Catholic school 
superintendent in 1975, he served in that 
capacity until 1980. He taught at Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School in the 
1970s and was natural in the classroom. 
His assignment in 1989 to Saint John the 
Baptist in Edmond involved a mandate to 
establish Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-
olic School. It is now a thriving entity of 
nearly 400 students.

Countless parishioners in the churches he pastored recall his uncanny knack of getting the most 
from his people while allowing them to take ownership of whatever ministry in which they were in-
volved. 

A parishioner observed: “You never wanted to let Father down as he made you feel that no one else 
could possibly do this task as well as you.” This deeply committed man would bring confidence that 
all would be well and thrive – and it did. One friend described him as a “take charge kind of guy” and 
that is apt. 

He served the archdiocese in many advisory offices. Never shy about offering his opinion, his wis-
dom was usually spot on. Father Petuskey was particularly proud of his ecumenical work in finding 
common ground in the Catholic-Episcopal dialogue. 

This consummate “go-getter” battled cancer with courage and ferocity for a number of years before 
his death in 2003. At his funeral Mass, Monsignor Gregory Gier offered this humorous insight 

about his dear friend: “I imagine Father Petuskey would sincerely thank each of you for be-
ing here today. Father Petuskey also would want each and every one of you to fulfill your 
stewardship pledge of time, talent and especially treasure.” 

Always the visionary and builder, Father Jack Petuskey left this life too soon at age 64. 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. John “Jack” Petuskey

As this past year ended and the 
new year began, I found myself 
reflecting a lot on the many bless-
ings God has brought into my life. 
For some reason this year, the 
transition hit me more than in the 
past. I’m not sure why this one 
had more force. I must be getting 
old! It also may be that I have 
spent the past couple of years 
helping with the Vision 2030 plan 
for the archdiocese – my whole 
focus has been on planning 10 
years out.

Whatever the reason, I keep being 
drawn to reflect over the past years 
and look forward to the years to 
come. Where was I in 2010? And, 
what has God done in my life and 
in my family for the past 10 years? 
The list is very long! I found myself 
amazed at the incredible unfolding 
of grace. And, where do I see myself 
in 2030? As I started reflecting on 
that for my own life, and for my 
family, I started to realize that in 10 
years I will be nearing retirement, 
all of my children will have grown 
into adulthood, and Meg and I will 
be entering a very new chapter in 
our lives.

I spent much time in adoration 
with these questions over the past 
couple of months – praying and 
asking God to guide this process 
in my heart. I figured if I spent the 
past two years helping guide a pro-
cess to articulate key priorities for 
the archdiocese over the next 10 
years, maybe I should do that for 
my own life. What a fruitful pro-
cess it was!

In the end, I came up with five 
key things that I felt the Lord was 
calling me to:

 1) Ongoing spiritual growth 
and spiritual multiplication – I 
am called first and foremost to be 
a disciple, but I am also called to 
share that gift with others and call 
them to the same;

2) Invest in my marriage – this 
next 10 years should be some of 
the “best wine” of our marriage, 
but that won’t happen without 
intentionality and careful attention 
to the priority;

3) Invest in my children – what 
is it going to look like to transition 
into adult friendships with our 
children? Navigating that beautiful 
transition is going to be a major 

focus of the next 10 years;
4) Plan for the inevitable reality 

of retirement – I’m realizing that 
10 years is not that far away and 
I don’t want that time of our life to 
catch me off guard, financially or 
otherwise. We’ve been planning for 
much longer on the financial side, 
but there are so many other fac-
tors to that transition. We should 
especially be asking “What does 
God want us to do with our time 
and talents? How does he want us 
engaged in mission in an ongoing 
way into those years of our life?”

5) Plan for health and vitality 
– what does it look like to thrive 
in our day-to-day lives over the 
next 10 years? I saw a plaque 
in my chiropractor’s office that 
keeps speaking into this area for 
me – Think Well, Eat Well, Move 
Well. That pretty well captures the 
desires in my heart for the coming 
years. I want to think right, about 
myself, about God and about 
others. And, that right-thinking 
happens best when I’m rooted in 
daily prayer and relationship with 
my maker. I want to eat well and 
in a way that fosters a healthy 

lifestyle. And, I want to, God-will-
ing, stay healthy, agile and mobile 
for as long as possible. Again, that 
won’t happen without planning 
and effort. Anyone want to meet 
me at the gym?

This has been a beautiful pro-
cess over the past several weeks. 
I’m now sharing these new goals 
with my wife, family and close 
friends and talking about how they 
resonate with my conclusions. 
I encourage you to undertake a 
similar exercise at the beginning of 
this new year. How is God moving 
in your heart as we start this new 
chapter of our lives? How is he 
leading you into the future? And, 
where does he want you to be in 
2030?
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               Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

T
his year, I chose “You Are the Light of the World” 
as our theme for the 2020 Annual Catholic 
Appeal to highlight the tremendous faith-filled 
efforts we have made this past year and to cele-
brate the potential of each one of us to grow in 

our love of Jesus Christ in the months to come. 
Through our churches, schools and ministries across 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, we act every day to cre-
ate and strengthen opportunities for people to grow in rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ. This is no small task, and it is only 
possible because we come together to prayerfully work toward 

our common goal with God blessing our efforts. 
I am particularly excited about where we are as the Church in central and western 

Oklahoma. The Catholic population is growing, we are developing a stronger culture of 
evangelization and discipleship, and people are embracing the opportunities God gives 
them to build up his kingdom.

Please allow me to thank all those in this community for the implementation of the 
One Church, Many Disciples campaign. The successful conclusion of our first archdi-
ocesan campaign this past summer will allow us to build the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine, begin endowments to help fund long-term faith formation ministries and provide 
resources for many local parish projects.

The extraordinary response to the campaign has been overwhelming to me. I am so 
grateful for the sacrifice and commitment of so many who helped make the campaign 
such as success.

As we move forward as a Catholic community, we now turn our focus toward the 
implementation of our new pastoral plan, Vision 2030. The plan includes focusing on 
five unique priority areas of ministry: discipleship, marriage and family life, education, 
young people and embracing our cultural diversity. These priorities are seen through 
the lenses of liturgical life – love of God – and Catholic social teaching – love of neighbor.  

The Annual Catholic Appeal is the mechanism we use as an archdiocese to raise the 
funds needed to help implement the goals of building a culture of conversion and disci-
pleship by creating new ministry initiatives to help strengthen marriages and family life 
and by addressing the unique needs of the young. There is a cost to implementing new 
ministry and I am grateful for your gifts to help in this process.

This year, through the Annual Catholic Appeal, we seek to raise $3.6 million to fund 
ministries that include seminarian education, Christian leadership development, mar-
riage and family support, healing ministries, defending the value of human life and 
finding new and better ways to strengthen formation of children, adolescents and young 
adults.

I ask you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give this year to the Annu-
al Catholic Appeal. When we come together, God blesses our selfless actions and uses 
this simple act to do things we never imagined possible. 

“You are the light of the world … Let your light so shine that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your father” (Matthew 5:14).

Thank you for supporting the efforts of the archdiocese through your generous giving.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

No. of RCIA candidates for 
Easter 2020: 600

No. of catechists trained: 332

No. of students in Rother Institute: 521

No. of students in Escuela 
San Juan Diego: 62

No. of couples in 
Engaged Encounter: 

331
No. of couples in 

Marriage Encounter: 
301

No. of couples in 
Retrouville:

 75

29 Deacon candidates
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91 Deacons in active ministry
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Ministries supported through the 
Annual Catholic Appeal
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Thank you!
to the parishes and missions that 
reached their goals for ACA 2019!

Blessed Sacrament
Lawton

Sacred Heart
Hinton

Holy Spirit
Mustang

St. Francis Xavier
Sulphur

St. Philip Neri
Midwest City

Christ the King
Oklahoma City

St. Ann
Fairview

Holy Trinity
Okarche

St. John the Baptist
Edmond

St. Robert Bellarmine
Jones

Sacred Heart
Billings

Good Shepherd
Boise City

St. Eugene
Oklahoma City

St. Joseph
Bison

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Calumet

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Hollis

Our Lady of Sorrows
Chandler

NEW YORK – The legal drama 
“Just Mercy,” director and co-writ-
er Destin Daniel Cretton’s adapta-
tion of the 2014 memoir by Bryan 
Stevenson, reaches back to events 
in the 1980s.

But, it also succeeds in vividly 
demonstrating the ongoing dan-
gers posed by the application of 
the death penalty in a society still 
burdened by widespread racism.

Rather than pursue a lucrative 
career, Delaware-bred and Har-
vard educated Bryan (Michael B. 
Jordan) moves to Alabama and 
partners with local activist Eva 
Ansley (Brie Larson) to establish 
the Equal Justice Initiative, an 
organization dedicated to serving 
the poor, the incarcerated and the 
condemned.

One case Bryan takes up is 
that of death-row prisoner Wal-
ter “Johnny D.” McMillian (Jamie 
Foxx).

Convicted 
in 1987 of the 
murder of Ron-
da Morrison, 
an 18-year-old 
white woman 
slain at the 
dry-cleaning 
establishment 
in which she 
worked, Walter 
has become 
understand-
ably cynical 
by the time he 
meets Bryan. 
Yet, quickly 
recognizing the 
feebleness of 
the evidence 
against Walter, 
Bryan tries to 
instill him with 
renewed hope.

In a crucial 
gambit to win 
his client’s con-
fidence, Bryan 
takes the time 

to visit with Wal-
ter’s wife, Minnie 
(Karan Kend-
rick), and their 
extended family. 
Convinced that 
Bryan is indeed 
different from the 
uninvolved attor-
neys by whom he 
has previously 
been 
repre-
sented, 
Walter 
agrees 
to let 
him move for-
ward with the 
appeals process.

Bryan’s princi-
pal strategy involves getting Ralph 
Myers (Tim Blake Nelson), the key 
witness against Walter, to admit 
that he perjured himself. But, the 
case is a potentially explosive one 
and, with newly installed prosecu-
tor Tommy Chapman (Rafe Spall) 
resolutely standing by the original 
verdict obtained by his prede-
cessor, the community backlash 
turns ugly.

“Just Mercy” proves to be much 
more than a message movie since 
Cretton and his script collaborator 
Andrew Lanham avoid caricature, 
showing that even some of their 
most misguided characters are 
capable of conversion. The result 
of their broadminded approach is 
a humane and winning study of a 
subject with immense real-world 
significance.

Both as a family discussion start-
er and a source of education, “Just 
Mercy” may be deemed acceptable 
for older adolescents. Whether in 
theaters or, eventually, on disc or 
streaming service, it also represents 
a valuable potential resource for 
catechizing adults about the perils 
of capital punishment.

The film contains mature 
themes, a disturbing scene of exe-
cution, offscreen nudity in a strip 
search, a couple of mild oaths and 
a few crude and crass terms. The 
Catholic News Service classifica-
tion is A-III – adults. The Motion 
Picture Association rating is PG-
13 – parents strongly cautioned. 
Some material may be inappropri-
ate for children under age 13.

Mulderig is on the staff of Catho-
lic News Service.

One of Jesus’ miracles, a miracle that later 
will connect his loving generosity with his real 
presence in the Eucharist, was so memorable 
that it appears in each one of the Gospels. Here 
is that miracle as shared by John the Evange-

list in the richly eucharis-
tic Ch. 6 of his Gospel: 

“Philip answered him, 
‘200 days’ wages worth of 
food would not be enough 
for each of them to have a 
little bit. One of his disci-
ples, Andrew, the brother 
of Simon Peter, said to 
him, ‘There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish; but 
what good are these for so many?’” 

Jesus said, “’Have the people recline.’ Now 
there was a great deal of grass in that place. 
So the men reclined, about 5,000 in number. 
Then, Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and 
distributed them to those who were reclining, 
and also as much of the fish as they wanted. 
When they had had their fill, he said to his dis-
ciples, ‘Gather the fragments left over, so that 
nothing will be wasted.’ So, they collected them 
and filled 12 wicker baskets with fragments 
from the five barley loaves that had been more 

than they could eat’” (John 6, 7-13, NABRE).
The Catechism of the Catholic Church offers 

a few words on this miracle of love and gener-
osity in the beginning of Paragraph 1335:

“The miracles of the multiplication of the 
loaves, when the Lord says the blessing, breaks 
and distributes the loaves through his disciples 
to feed the multitude, prefigure the superabun-
dance of this unique bread of his Eucharist.”

Eucharist and generosity, or superabun-
dance, go hand-in-hand because Jesus Christ 
is generosity without limits. We cannot put a 
limit on his life-giving love, mercy or generosity 
in any way. 

The greatest example of God’s loving gener-
osity is that he gave us his only begotten son 
who died on the cross so we may have eternal 
life. This eternal life is continuously and gener-
ously being given to us in the Eucharist as the 
life-giving and love-filled food of the Lord’s body 
and blood, soul and divinity. 

A generous and loving God fills us with the 
superabundant life of his son in the Eucharist 
so we may go into the world as dedicated disci-
ples, reflections of the Christ we just ate at the 
table of the Lord. This is the best nutrition any 
baptized man or woman can receive. 

God’s love, life and generosity is so conta-

gious that 
our own 
generos-
ity grows 
when we 
eat his 
body and 
drink his 
blood at 
every Mass. We become what we eat and we 
see all those around us as part of us since we 
are all one body, the Church. We become more 
grace filled with every Holy Communion, and, 
when we cooperate with the graces received, we 
become more loving, gracious and generous. 
We become more Christian in the fullest sense 
of the word.

After Mass, I invite you to visit our Lord in 
the tabernacle. Speak with Jesus. Praise him, 
and thank him for his loving and generous 
presence. Place your needs, and the needs of 
others, before him. Open your heart to what 
the Lord says and asks of you. Ask him for 
opportunities to be generous with others and, 
when those opportunities arise, give generous-
ly. Give and do this in memory of him. Amen.
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Movie Review: “Just Mercy”

Real Presence of Christ is born out of 
God’s generosity

Eucharist energizes our own generosity

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx star in a scene from 
the movie “Just Mercy.” CNS photo/Warner Bros.

ORDER BY FEBRUARY 7TH 
AND RECEIVE 10% OFF!

LOVE BUNDLES
“SNAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!” - 14.99

“HANGING OUT” - 14.99
“WILD ABOUT YOU” - 14.99

“PAW-SOME VALENTINE” - 19.99
“YOU’VE GOT GAME, VALENTINE” - 24.99

“WHOLE LLAMA LOVE!” - 27.99

BALLOONS
BALLOON BOUQUET - $25.00 +

MYLAR BALLOONS - $5.00 EACH
LATEX BALLOONS - $2.00 EACH

ROSES
1/2 DOZEN ROSES - $55.00

DOZEN ROSES - $95.00
ROSE & LILY VASE - $95.00

Kristy Lyn’s located at the Center of Family Love
635 West Texas Avenue, Okarche, OK 73762

OPEN: Monday - Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

DELIVERY CHARGES
Delivery Charge - $10.00

Minimum Delivery Limit - $15.00
Student Delivery - FREE

Delivery into Oklahoma City, Okarche,
Piedmont, Yukon, El Reno, Kingfisher,
Calumet, Loyal and surrounding areas.

405.263.4465

By John Mulderig  
Catholic News Service 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Ad Limina Apostolorum

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Sacerdote retirado de Oklahoma City es agregado al 
listado miembros del clero que han abusado 

OKLAHOMA CITY - El Arzobis-
po Coakley anunció 21 de enero 
la incorporación del padre Mar-
vin Leven a la lista de sacerdotes 
que han tenido una acusación 
comprobada de abuso de un 
menor. Leven, de 95 años, está 
retirado del ministerio activo.

El arzobispo Coakley agregó 
al Padre Leven a la lista luego 
de una investigación realizada 
por el detective retirado de la 
Policía de Oklahoma City, Kim 
Davis. Davis fue contratado por 
el bufete de abogados McAfee & 
Taft a pedido de la arquidiócesis 
para investigar antiguas denun-
cias de abuso de menores.

Según la investigación, la 
arquidiócesis fue contactada en 
1993 por un ex feligrés de la Igle-
sia Católica Saint Francis Xavier 
en Enid, quien informó de acusa-
ciones de abuso contra el Padre 
Leven que comenzó cuando el 
hombre tenía 15 años y volvió a 
ocurrir la Iglesia Católica de San 
Juan Bautista en Edmond.

En 1995, como parte de la 
investigación de la arquidióce-

sis, el Padre Leven fue enviado 
al Instituto Saint Luke para 
una evaluación relacionada con 
el abuso sexual. En una carta 
a la diócesis, los profesionales 
del instituto declararon que 
las acusaciones eran posibles 
y recomendaron que el Padre 
Leven no tuviera contacto con 
menores sin estar bajo algu-
na supervisión. También le 
recomendaron que buscara 
psicoterapia ambulatoria inten-
siva.

El padre Leven fue devuelto 
a la parroquia con la instruc-
ción de que “no se le permitirá 
tener contacto ministerial con 
menores a menos que haya otros 
adultos presentes”. Una segunda 
acusación de conducta inapro-
piada con un menor en la Iglesia 
Católica Saint Francis Xavier 
también fue confirmada por la 
investigación.

Estas instancias se incluyen 
en el informe inicial publicado 
por McAfee & Taft en octubre de 
2019 en el que se hace referen-
cia al Padre Leven como “Padre 

[redactado]” en las páginas 58 y 
62-63.

Davis presentó los resulta-
dos de la investigación al arzo-
bispo Coakley y a la Junta de 
Revisión Arquidiocesana. La 
Junta de Revisión determinó 
que la acusación era justificada 
y recomendó que Leven se agre-
gara a la lista. Basado en los 
resultados de la investigación y 
la recomendación de la junta, el 
arzobispo Coakley ha revocado 
las facultades sacerdotales del 
Padre Leven en conformidad con 
el Derecho Canónico de la iglesia.

El Padre Leven sirvió en la 
Iglesia Católica Prince of Peace 
en Altus, la Iglesia Católica Saint 
Francis Xavier en Enid, la Iglesia 
Católica Saint John the Baptist 
en Edmond, la Iglesia Católi-
ca Holy Trinity en Okarche, la 
Iglesia Católica Holy Family en 
Lawton, la Iglesia Católica San 
Pedro y San Pablo en Tulsa, la 
Iglesia Católica de San Eugenio 
en la Ciudad de Oklahoma y la 
Catedral de la Sagrada Familia 
en Tulsa. Se retiró como párroco 

en junio de 1999, pero fue ca-
pellán asistente en Mercy Health 
Center en la Ciudad de Oklaho-
ma hasta el 2013.

El informe original completo 
emitido por McAfee & Taft y la 
lista de clero que ha abusado 
de la Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City se puede encontrar en 
archokc.org/clergyabusereport. 
Para denunciar el abuso de un 
menor, comuníquese con la 
Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas de la Arquidiócesis al 
(405) 720-9878. Informen abuso 
o comportamiento inapropiado 
contra un menor de inmediato. 
Comuníquese con la policía local, 
el Departamento de Servicios 
Humanos del estado al (800) 
522-3511 y la Coordinadora 
de Asistencia a Víctimas de la 
Arquidiócesis. Si un niño está en 
peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1. 
Situaciones que deben reportarse 
incluyen incidentes que involu-
cran sacerdotes, diáconos, vol-
untarios, jóvenes, acompañantes 
y empleados de una parroquia, 
escuela o diócesis.

Una de las bendiciones y responsabilidades 
especiales de ser obispo diocesano es hacer 
la peregrinación: ad limina apostolorum. Por 
lo general, la visita ad limina tiene lugar cada 
cinco años. Es una peregrinación “al umbral 
de los apóstoles”, es decir, a las tumbas de los 
Apóstoles, San Pedro y San Pablo, que están 
enterrados dentro de las principales basílicas 
papales en Roma que llevan sus nombres. 
También es la ocasión en que el obispo prepara 
un relato de su mayordomía e informa sobre el 
estado de la diócesis al Santo Padre y su curia. 
Lo más destacado de la visita es, por supuesto, 
la reunión con el Papa.

Escribo esta columna con ojos cansados   des-
de que regresé tarde de una semana de viaje 
a Roma para mi visita ad limina. Los aspectos 
más destacados del viaje son casi demasiado 
numerosos para mencionarlos. Ciertamente fue 
una hermosa experiencia de fraternidad con 
mis hermanos obispos de Texas, Arkansas y 
Oklahoma, quienes hicieron esta peregrinación 
juntos.

Celebramos Misa en cada una de las cu-
atro basílicas papales principales de Roma, 
comenzando con San Pedro en el Vaticano, 
donde renovamos nuestra profesión de fe y ex-
presamos nuestra comunión con el sucesor de 
Pedro en la tumba de San Pedro.

Tuve el privilegio de ser el celebrante prin-
cipal y homilista cuando visitamos la Basílica 
Papal de San Pablo Extramuros. Después de 
la Misa, también tuvimos la oportunidad de 
hacer una pausa para rezar en su tumba, lo 
que para mí fue muy conmovedor, ya que él es 
mi santo patrón. Además, celebramos la Misa 
en la Basílica Papal de Santa María la Mayor, 
una de las iglesias más antiguas dedicadas a 
María en el mundo cristiano. Fue construida 
para conmemorar la afirmación de su título de 
Madre de Dios después del Concilio de Éfeso 
del siglo quinto. Finalmente, celebramos la 
Misa de clausura de nuestra peregrinación en 

la Basílica Papal Mayor de San Juan de Letrán, 
la Iglesia Catedral de Roma.

Cada día, teníamos visitas programadas a 
los diversos dicasterios del Vaticano, u oficinas 
curiales, que supervisan y sirven para facili-
tar el trabajo del Papa al servicio de la Iglesia 
Universal. Esta fue mi tercera visita ad limina 
desde mi Ordenación Episcopal hace 15 años. 
El tono de cada uno ha sido diferente y cada 
uno ha sido una ocasión de gran alegría, espe-
cialmente teniendo el privilegio de conocer a los 
últimos tres extraordinarios papas, San Juan 
Pablo II, el Papa Benedicto y el Papa Francisco.

Lo que me llamó la atención durante esta 
visita ad limina fue el deseo obvio de todos los 
funcionarios de cada uno de los dicasterios de 
saber de nosotros y conocer nuestras preocu-
paciones. Esto se mostró de manera notable 
en nuestra visita al Papa Francisco con la que 
comenzamos nuestra visita en Roma.

El Papa Francisco nos recibió calurosamente 
y, una vez que nos sentamos alrededor de 
la sala, nos invitó a compartir con él lo que 
teníamos en mente. Durante las siguientes 
dos horas y media tuvimos una conversación 
muy cordial y fraterna. Nos dijo que pregun-
temos cualquier cosa y abordamos cualquier 
tema que estuviera en nuestras mentes. ¡Y lo 
hicimos! Esta fue realmente una experiencia 
extraordinaria. Hablamos francamente, y él 
también. Obviamente, la mayoría de las cosas 
que discutimos se hablaron con confianza y no 
se pueden compartir.

Sin embargo, cuando hablé, agradecí al 
Santo Padre por el regalo de la beatificación del 
Beato Stanley Rother y le recordé que era de 
Oklahoma y había sido misionero en Guatema-
la. Rápidamente demostró una notable famil-
iaridad y aprecio por la vida y el ministerio del 
Beato Stanley. Le sorprendió el hecho de que 
eligió regresar a Guatemala incluso sabiendo 
que arriesgaba su vida al hacerlo. Encontra-
mos el mismo interés y admiración por nues-

tro mártir de 
Oklahoma en 
varios de los 
dicasterios 
que visitamos.

La Iglesia 
ha pasado por 
grandes prue-
bas y dificul-
tades en los 
últimos años. 
Ciertamente 
hablamos de eso, especialmente los escándalos 
de abuso sexual y encubrimiento por parte del 
clero y los obispos. En los últimos años, han 
surgido tensiones que parecen indicar una 
tensión en la relación entre el Papa Francisco 
y muchos líderes de la Iglesia en los Estados 
Unidos. El Papa Francisco nos ofreció una 
valiosa oportunidad de experimentar y expresar 
nuestra profunda comunión con él.

Los obispos salimos de Roma y nuestra visita 
con el Santo Padre alentados por nuestra ex-
periencia. Él nos escuchó y nosotros lo escu-
chamos. Fue una bendición notable escuchar 
al Santo Padre directamente y que él nos 
escuchara sin filtrarnos por las distorsiones de 
las redes sociales y los prejuicios de los medios 
de comunicación.

Una de las alegrías de cada peregrinación es 
la oportunidad de visitar lugares sagrados y 
orar por las necesidades de los demás. Sabien-
do que la mayoría de las personas de nuestra 
arquidiócesis nunca tienen esa oportunidad, 
fue una alegría llevar en mi corazón las ora-
ciones de agradecimiento y petición de todos 
los fieles, el clero y los religiosos de Oklahoma 
y presentarlas al Señor por intercesión de tan-
tos apóstoles y santos cuyas tumbas tuvimos 
la oportunidad de venerar. Fue una experiencia 
notable de nuestra cercanía y comunión como 
miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo unidos bajo el 
liderazgo del Sucesor de San Pedro.

Uno de los milagros de Jesús, un milagro 
que luego conectará su generosidad amorosa 
con su presencia real en la Eucaristía, fue tan 
memorable que aparece en cada uno de los 
Evangelios. Aquí está el milagro que compartió 
Juan el Evangelista en el ricamente eucarístico 
capítulo 6 de su Evangelio:

“Felipe le respondió: ‘Doscientas monedas 
de plata no alcanzarían para dar a cada uno 
un pedazo.’ Otro discípulo, Andrés, hermano 

de Simón Pedro, dijo: ‘Aquí 
hay un muchacho que tiene 
cinco panes de cebada y 
dos pescados. Pero, ¿qué 
es esto para tanta gente?’ 
Jesús les dijo: ‘Hagan que 
se siente la gente.’”

“Había mucho pasto en 
aquel lugar, y se sentaron 

los hombres en número de unos cinco mil. 
Entonces Jesús tomó los panes, dio las gracias 
y los repartió entre los que estaban senta-
dos. Lo mismo hizo con los pescados, y todos 
recibieron cuanto quisieron. Cuando quedaron 
satisfechos, Jesús dijo a sus discípulos: ‘Reco-
jan los pedazos que han sobrado para que no 
se pierda nada.’ Los recogieron y llenaron doce 
canastos con los pedazos que no se habían 
comido: eran las sobras de los cinco panes de 

cebada.” (Juan 6, 7-13, Biblia Latinoamérica).
El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica ofrece 

algunas palabras sobre este milagro de amor y 
generosidad al comienzo del párrafo 1335:

“Los milagros de la multiplicación de los 
panes, cuando el Señor dijo la bendición, 
partió y distribuyó los panes por medio de sus 
discípulos para alimentar la multitud, prefig-
uran la sobreabundancia de este único pan de 
su Eucaristía”.

Eucaristía y generosidad, o superabundan-
cia, van de la mano porque Jesucristo es gen-
erosidad sin límites. No podemos poner límites 
a su amor que nos da vida, su misericordia o 
su generosidad.

El mejor ejemplo de la amorosa generosidad 
de Dios es que nos dio a su hijo unigénito que 
murió en la cruz para que tengamos la vida 
eterna. Esta vida eterna se nos da de manera 
continua y generosa en la Eucaristía. El alimen-
to de vida y amor que es el Cuerpo y la Sangre, 
Alma y Divinidad de Jesucristo, nuestro Señor.

Un Dios generoso y amoroso nos llena con 
la vida superabundante de su hijo en la Eu-
caristía para que podamos ir al mundo como 
discípulos dedicados, reflejos del Cristo que 
acabamos de comer en la mesa del Señor. Esta 
es la mejor nutrición que cualquier hombre o 
mujer bautizada puede recibir.

El amor, 
la vida y 
la gener-
osidad de 
Dios son 
tan conta-
giosos que 
nuestra 
propia 
generosidad crece cuando comemos su Cuerpo 
y bebemos su Sangre en cada Misa. Nos con-
vertimos en lo que comemos y vemos a todos 
los que nos rodean como parte de nosotros, ya 
que todos somos un solo cuerpo, la Iglesia. Nos 
volvemos más llenos de su gracia con cada co-
munión y, cuando cooperamos con las gracias 
recibidas, nos volvemos más amorosos, am-
ables y generosos. Nos hacemos más cristianos 
en el sentido más amplio de la palabra.

Después de la Misa, los invito a visitar a 
nuestro Señor en el sagrario. Habla con Jesús. 
Alábalo y agradécele por su presencia amo-
rosa y generosa. Coloque sus necesidades, y 
las necesidades de los demás, ante él. Abre 
tu corazón a lo que el Señor te dice y te pide. 
Pídale oportunidades para ser generoso con los 
demás y, cuando surjan esas oportunidades, dé 
generosamente. Den y hagan eso en memoria de 
él. Amén.
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La presencia real de Cristo nace 
de la generosidad de Dios
La Eucaristía energiza nuestra propia generosidad

Pedro A. Moreno, 
O.P.

Concierto de Jaime Cortez
Jaime Cortez estará en 

concierto a las 5 p.m. el 16 
de febrero en la Iglesia La 
Epifanía del Señor, 7336 W. 
Britton Rd., en OKC. Cortez 
es mejor conocido por sus 
éxitos “Rain Down” y “Take 
up your Cross”. Una parte 
de su ministerio se dedica a 
promover mejores liturgias 
hispanas y unir las diver-
sas culturas para el culto 
y adoración de Dios.

Sembradores de la fe
Sabado 22 De Febrero 

7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Centro 
Pastoral Catolico. Todos es-
tán cordialmente invitados a 
una presentación matutina 
en la que aprenderemos a 
vivir el llamado al discip-
ulado, a la catequesis y a 
como invitar a los demás 
en el camino. Las puertas 
se abren a las 7:30 a.m.  La 
misa comienza a las 8:30 y 
concluiremos a las 1 p.m.

crsricebowl.org/2020 
crsplatodearroz.org/2020

PARA LA CUARESMA 
POR LA VIDA

Contacto Diocesano Local

Jazmin Cogburn

JCogburn@ArchOKC.org

(405)721-1415

Por favor visite archokc.org/appeal

– Mateo 5:14

del mundoTú eres la luz
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Briefs

Have you ever had a brush 
with fame? Maybe you lined 
up for your coffee at Starbucks 
right behind Garth Brooks. You 
might have shared an elevator 
with Oprah. Well, allow me to 
brag on my celebrity associa-
tion. Bishop Robert Barron and 
I are alumni of the same high 
school in the Chicago area, 
though, truth be told, we grad-
uated several years apart, and 
I didn’t even know him in high 
school.

When I watched “Cathol-
icism,” the television series 
produced from Bishop Barron’s 
book by the same title, I became 
a fan. The series takes you 
around the globe, instructing 
and distilling our faith for Cath-
olics and non-Catholics alike. 
“Catholicism” awes with the 
sublime and then instills pride 
as you tour the world, and wit-
ness the Catholic riches of art 
and architecture, literary arts, 
music, philosophy and science.

“Word on Fire” is Bishop 
Barron’s media ministry of 
instruction and evangeliza-
tion. There are CDs, DVDs, 
books and more. He produces 
a weekly podcast that EWTN 
broadcasts. You can hear it on 
Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. 
on Oklahoma Catholic Radio. 
Barron plunges into the current 
culture, answering listeners’ 

questions and commenting on 
events, movements and affairs 
of the Church and of the world. 
He has been outspoken, warn-
ing of the indifferent attitude 
youth have adopted toward 
Church affiliation and atten-
dance. He is critical of his con-
freres for their tepid response 
to the Catholic sexual abuse 
crisis.

Whether he is navigating 
crises or revealing magnitude 
and greatness in the Church, 
Bishop Barron is approachable. 
He easily links today’s head-
line to a challenge or predica-
ment faced by one of the saints 
or doctors of the Church. He 
expands on their influence on 
the Church and the world in his 
series, “Pivotal Players.” These 
are the men and women who 
gave up everything to pursue 
the truth in Jesus Christ. I like 
it when I hear Bishop Barron 
refer to these renowned and 
revered Catholics as “these fel-
las” because I am not so much 
reminded of how much more 
they are in talent or accom-
plishment, but of what they and 
I share in practicing our Catho-
lic faith.

I recommend you listen be-
cause you will learn. It’s not 
theology by catechism. Bishop 
Barron is your personal guide, 
inspiring you to see what is 
possible in God’s blessings to 
us – and the world – when we 
devote ourselves to him. Listen 
Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. on 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Jobs Box
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
executive director

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an executive direc-
tor for the Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine. This position is responsi-
ble for the operation of the shrine, 
which is under construction in 
Oklahoma City. Duties include 
leading the planning and execu-
tion of all business and operation-
al aspects of the shrine; providing 
executive leadership for lay em-
ployees and contractors support-
ing the shine; strategic planning 
for the facilities, programs, re-
source development and outreach; 
serving as the assistant secretary 
of the board of directors for the 
shrine corporation as a non-voting 
member; and promotion of pilgrim-
ages and other activities that will 
take place on the campus. Must be 

a faithful Catholic who is active in 
parish life and forms life around 
the teachings of the Church; 
possess a bachelor’s degree from 
an accredited institution of higher 
education (a master’s degree in 
business or other discipline using 
analytical processes preferred); five 
years in executive leadership with 
complete financial responsibility; 
demonstrated ability to provide 
oversight to staff and volunteers. 
Experience in shrine leadership 
preferred. Bilingual in Spanish 
strongly preferred. Send inquiries 
and resumes to nlargent@archokc.
org.

Administrative assistant 
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an administra-
tive assistant for the Secretariat 
of Divine Worship. The position 

requires attention to detail and 
accuracy, flexibility and adapt-
ability. Advanced use of Microsoft 
Office software, including Word, 
Excel and PowerPoint, and some 
graphic design skills required. 
Organizational efficiency, adapt-
ability, time management and 
the ability to anticipate needs is 
required. Bilingual in Spanish pre-
ferred. Send inquiries and resumes 
to nlargent@archokc.org.

Human resources director - 
Okarche

The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a human resources direc-
tor who is detail oriented, enthu-
siastic, team oriented, tech-savvy, 
proficient in Microsoft Office Suite 
and has depth of knowledge and 
experience in human resources. 
This is a full-time position aver-

aging 40 hours per week, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Competitive wages, great ben-
efit selections, paid time-off and 
a rewarding work environment. 
Contact (405) 263-7104.

Human resources assistant - 
Okarche

The Center of Family Love is 
seeking a full-time human re-
sources assistant to help with the 
new hire process from start to 
finish. Excellent customer ser-
vice and communication skills a 
must. The position will assist the 
human resources and accounting 
departments. Send inquiries and 
resumes to Christine Eubank at 
CEubank@cflinc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to www.archokc.org/jobs-box.

Monks’ Marketplace
The Monks’ Marketplace is open! 

Hours are Monday-Saturday 1:30 
p.m. - 4:30 p.m. The store carries 
merchandise from the monastery 
such as honey, eggs, handcrafted 
puzzles and birdhouses as well as 
merchandise from religious orders 
around the country. They also sell 
books, rosaries and other religious 
articles. It is located north of the 
abbey under the covered walkway. 

CFO scholarship deadlines
College scholarship applica-

tion deadline: March 29; Pastoral 
Music and Fine Arts application 
deadline: Feb. 14. Find applica-
tions on the Catholic Foundation 
of Oklahoma Inc. website, www.
cfook.org. All applications must be 
completed online. For assistance 
contact (405) 721-4115.

CRS Rice Bowl info session
An archdiocesan CRS Rice Bowl 

event will be 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Feb. 4 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center con-
ference center. CRS Global Fellow 
Rev. Lance Warren will be guest 
speaker. The event is free. Contact 
Jazmin Cogburn at (405)721-1415, 
JCogburn@archokc.org.

Divorced? Separated? 
“Surviving Divorce,” a 13-week 

program for people who are di-
vorced and separated, will begin 
at St. Eugene, OKC Feb. 5 and 
meet 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Contact Patty at (405) 
751–7115, Ext. 172, or pyardley@
steugenes.org. St. Monica, Ed-
mond begins March 7 and will 
meet 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. every Sat-
urday. Contact (405) 359–2700 
or visit stmonica-edmond.org/di-
vorce-ministry.

Assembly of Catholic 
Professionals luncheon

The ACP luncheon is 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m. Feb. 6 at the Downtown Pe-
troleum Club John Nichols Room 
in OKC. The guest speaker is 
Kathryn Whitaker. Visit archokc.

org/asp. Contact (405) 709-2745 
or acp@archokc.org.  

Daniel Roth in concert
Daniel Roth, organist of St. 

Sulpice in Paris, France will be in 
concert at 7 p.m. Feb. 7 at Christ 
the King, 8005 Dorset Drive, in 
OKC. 

Faith Community Nurses’ 
Conference

The 13th annual Faith Communi-
ty Nurses’ Association Conference, 
“Healing Through the Arts: A Col-
lage,” is March 6 at Crossings Com-
munity Center, 10255 N. Pennsyl-
vania Ave. in OKC. Registration for 
FCNA members is $60; non-FCNA 
members $90; Clergy $65 before 
Feb. 7. Visit www.fcnaok.org or 
contact fcnaok@gmail.com.

The Forge college retreat
The Forge college retreat is Feb. 

7 - 9 at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp. It is an op-
portunity for college-aged students 
(18-25) to grow deeper in love with 
Jesus Christ. Visit archokc.org/
theforge or contact Jayce Palmer at 
jpalmer@archokc.org.

Outback dinner
The Knights of Columbus Council 

12108 annual Outback Steakhouse 
Dinner is 6 p.m. Feb. 20 in Found-
ers Hall at St. Mark the Evangelist 
in Norman. Tickets are $20 and 
must be pre-purchased by Feb. 
17 at kofc12108.org. There will be 
games and raffle prizes totaling 
more than $700. Game proceeds 
benefit the Center of Family Love.

Jaime Cortez concert
The Jaime Cortez concert is 5 

p.m. Feb. 16 at Church of the 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 W. 
Britton Rd., in OKC. Cortez is 
best-known for his hits “Rain 
Down” and “Take up your Cross.” 

To see more briefs, go online to 
www.archokc.org/briefs.
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February

Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord.

The Gospel of Life Disciples 
present First Sunday Study 
and Sharing at the St. John 
Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. 
Eastern Ave., in Moore. RSVP 
at (405) 778-1107.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m., St. Anthony Hos-
pital, 1000 N. Lee. Contact 
(316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
net.

Meeting of the Third Order 
(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond. 
Call John or Mary McCler-
non, (405) 313-6611, (405) 
414-9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., St. Thomas More chap-
el, 100 Stinson St., Norman. 
Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
com.

Feast of St. Ansgar.

Feast of St. Blaise.

“Marriage Mondays” 7 p.m. 
- 9 p.m. in Marian Hall, St. 
John Nepomuk, Yukon.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to www.soonercatholic.org.

Join us  
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join us onl ine today

Kevin Pierce
General Agent
877-707-0752

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Contact me today 
to learn more:Get  connected

To  The  Largest  

Cathol ic  

Brotherhood

CRS Rice Bowl info session 6 
p.m. – 8 p.m., Catholic Pasto-
ral Center conference center. 
Contact Jazmin Cogburn at 
(405) 721-1415, JCogburn@
archokc.org. 

Feast of St. Agatha.

Rose Day at the Oklahoma 
State Capitol.

ACCW Rose Day Mass, 7:30 
a.m., in the St. Francis of 
Assisi chapel, 1901 N.W. 18, 
OKC. 

Surviving Divorce class be-
gins 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., 
St. Eugene, 2400 W. Hefner 
Rd., OKC.

Feast of St. Paul Miki and 
Companions.

Assembly of Catholic Profes-
sionals luncheon, 11 a.m.– 1 
p.m., Downtown Petroleum 
Club, 100 N. Broadway Ave., 
Suite 3400, in the John Nich-
ols Room, OKC.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine 
at (405) 358-3610, ccrpray-
ers@gmail.com.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, 
Tulsa. Contact Mary Lee at 
(918) 508-7142, marylee@
cceok.org.

The Forge college retreat, Feb. 
7-9, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp. Visit 
archokc.org/theforge or con-
tact Jayce Palmer at jpalmer@
archokc.org.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Daniel Roth concert, 7 p.m., 
Christ the King, 8005 Dorset 
Dr., OKC.  

Feast of St. Josephine Bakh-
ita.

Feast St. Jerome Emiliani.

Benedictine Oblates meeting, 
12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. Contact 
Judith Martin at (405) 635-
5665, jmmartinosb@yahoo.
com.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time.

Feast of St. Scholastica.

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.

Catholic War Veterans USA 
the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
Sunnylane Family Reception 
Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 

City. Contact (405) 739-0036, 
OklaPost168@cox.net.

The Catholic Women’s Activi-
ty Club lunch/meeting,11:30 
a.m. in the patio room at 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
W. Britton Rd., OKC. Contact 
Sharon Fernbaugh at (405) 
721-2183.

St. Ann’s Ministry for preg-
nancy and infant loss, 6:30 
p.m. - 8 p.m., St. John Ra-
phael House, Edmond. Con-
tact Rachel Kretchmar at 
(405) 642-2254, rachelkretch-
mar@gmail.com.

St. Valentine’s Day.

Feast of St. Cyril.

Feast of St. Methodius.

The Lay Missionaries of Char-
ity, the Secular (Lay) Order of 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, meet-
ing at St. Ann Retirement 
Center, OKC. Mass 9:30 a.m.; 
meeting 10 a.m. - Noon. Con-
tact Toni Harrelson at (405) 
341-2199, (405) 694-1292.

The Oklahoma City Commu-
nity of Secular Carmelites 
meeting at Little Flower, 
OKC. Contact Vicky Caudell 
at (405) 637-4611 or William 
Ginn at (405) 737-2024.
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My Pledge:

  $500       $250        $100       $75       $25        Other $______________

Please accept my pledge to help fund ministries in the 2020 
Annual Catholic Appeal throughout central and western Oklahoma.

 Enclosed is my check payable to: Annual Catholic Appeal

Please return this form, or: 
• Pledge Online: archokc.org/appeal  
• Pledge by Phone: 405-709-2745

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: ______  Zip: _____________

Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Parish: ____________________________________________________________

Please complete and cut out this form, place it in an envelope with your pledge, 
affix first-class postage, and mail it to: Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Annual 
Catholic Appeal, P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123

  Please charge my credit card $_____________  for _______  months until my 

pledge of $_____________ is paid in full.

 Mastercard         Visa         AmEx        Discover      

Account #________________________________________________________________    

3-4 Digit Sec. Code:  __  __  __  __     Exp.  __  __ / __  __          

I understand that my credit card will be charged on the 10th of each month.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ___________________

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City • P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Please visit archokc.org/appeal to make your online gift

P.O. Box 32180 | Oklahoma City, OK 73123 | 405-709-2745

of the world 
– Matthew 5:14


