
OKLAHOMA CITY – Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated the Synod Opening Mass Oct. 
24 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help to launch the diocesan phase 

of the synodal process called for by Pope 
Francis.

The synod titled, “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation and 
Mission,” calls on every diocese through-
out the world to undergo a process of 
gathering information and feedback on 
how the faithful journey together as a 
Church. 

“The word synod itself is significant for 
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Go Make Disciples

Veterans recall service, dedication 
to country, faith and family

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Veterans Day Nov. 11

“We are a pilgrim people on 
this journey together”

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the Synod Opening Mass Oct. 
24 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City. Photo provided. continued on page 13

MCLOUD – A trio of veterans from this 
small parish 20 miles east of Okla-
homa City recently discussed their 
military service, their love of Christ 

and their devotion to 
family. They also share 
a love of country and 
consider Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Catho-
lic Church a second 
home.      

The oldest of the 
trio is Robert Jones 
who regularly attends 
Mass at age 88. Jones 
finished his service 
at Tinker Air Force 
Base after serving in 
the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Air Force. He and 
his wife were married 
for 66 years until his 
wife passed away last 
year from COVID-19. 
During his military 
service he converted to 
Catholicism.  

“I honestly believe 
that military service 
will enhance your faith 
in God. I also believe 
service should be man-
datory for every young 
American to help them 
appreciate what we 
have in this country,” Jones said. 

He served his country during the Korean War 
and Vietnam War.

Ralph Wilsack served in the U.S. Army from 
1965 to 1967. He was trained at Fort Bragg and 
fought in Vietnam. He has been married 45 years 
and has two grown sons. 

“We didn’t see many chaplains in Vietnam, 
especially in the boonies, and I fell away,” Wilsack 
said.

Wilsack now is involved with the parish, and 
also with the Saint 
Vincent de Paul 
Society, which helps 
people in need.  

He said for an im-
mature 18-year-old, 
spending a year or two 
in service to others 
(whether the military, 
Peace Corps or chari-
table work) would be a 
great benefit.  

Steve Luba served 
in the U.S. Army from 
1968 to 1970 and 
fought in Vietnam. He 
has been married for 
50 years. 

He said he had, “the 
harrowing experience 
of spending almost all 
my time in a place in 
Vietnam called ‘Land-
ing Zone Grant.’ It was 
not a great place to be. 
I was there from the 
beginning to the end. 
I had the opportunity 
to go to Mass six times 
during my time there.”  

Luba was wounded 
and received a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star 

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Robert Jones

Archbishop Coakley opens 
synod in archdiocese

continued on page 9
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For newborn babies. May 
they be kept safe, healthy 
and know the love of God. 

a The annual Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church craft fair is 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 13 at 
1100 N. Sara Rd. in Mus-
tang. There will be a bake 
sale, gift card raffle, gift 
basket raffle and a variety of 
items for lunch.

a The Monks’ Market-
place at St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey in Shawnee now sells 
high-quality Mission Monks 
Beef by the cut. Choose 
among ribeyes, T-bones, 
sirloins, various roasts, 
brisket, flank steak and 
ground beef. Store hours 
are Thursday and Friday 
1:30 p.m. - 4 p.m.; and Sat-
urday- 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 - 4 p.m.

a Watch construction 
of the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine on a live webcam at 
archokc.org/shrinewebcam.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

This past Friday evening, Nov. 5, the Lord 
blessed the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City with 27 
new deacons. The beautiful solemn ordination of 
so many permanent deacons at The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help was a cause for cele-
bration, not only for these men and their families, 
but also for the parishes and ministries in which 
they will be serving throughout our archdiocese. It 
was vivid evidence that the Lord continues to call 
each of us to place our gifts at the service of one 
another and so build up the Body of Christ. 

All the baptized are called to holiness, to be-
come saints. Most are called to pursue holiness in 
marriage. But, some are called to lives of special 
service in the Church as ordained ministers or 
through the witness of consecrated life as reli-
gious women, men or as consecrated virgins.

The recent ordination of so many of our broth-
ers to the permanent diaconate is a fitting start 
to National Vocation Awareness Week, which the 
Church celebrates each year during the first full 
week of November (Nov. 7-13). The week focuses 
on the importance of actively fostering vocations 
to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life 
through prayer, promotion and education. 

Even as we have ordained these new deacons, 
we already are working with the next group of 
24 discerners who feel called by God to diaconal 
ministry. I am grateful for their generosity. In 
addition, we currently have 20 seminarians in 
various stages of formation discerning God’s call 
and preparing to offer their lives in service to the 
Church as priests. In addition to working with 
men discerning priesthood and the diaconate, we 
are accompanying young women as they discern 
whether God may be calling them to the conse-
crated life. In our increasingly secular culture, it 
requires courage to consider such commitments. 

Based on the mail that regularly comes across 
my desk or fills my inbox, I would say that most 
people rarely give much thought to where the 
priests, deacons and religious who serve their 
parishes come from. We are grateful for them, yes. 
But, they always have been there, and we sup-
pose that they always will be. Until they are not. 

There is an unspoken 
expectation that there 
always will be someone 
available to hear our 
confession, witness our 
wedding, preach the 
Gospel, officiate at the 
funerals of loved ones, 
teach and hand on the faith. But, it isn’t neces-
sarily so. What a painful thing for a community 
to grieve the closing of a parish that has nurtured 
the faith for generations because there is no one 
to send.

Many of our parishes today remain open only 
because of the generosity of our international 
priests who have left their own countries and 
come to Oklahoma to serve as missionaries! I am 
grateful for them.

Priests, deacons and religious women and men 
come from homes, families and marriages just 
like yours. They don’t fall from the sky or grow 
on trees! I am grateful for my parents who often 
made me uncomfortable by asking the ques-
tion, “Paul, have you ever thought of becoming 
a priest?” I hadn’t, until they gently persisted in 
making it a part of our family conversations. 

What are we doing in our homes and parishes 
to make vocations a part of the conversation? Do 
we pray for vocations? Do we speak well of our 
priests, in a way that reminds children that a vo-
cation to the priesthood or religious life is some-
thing that the family would support or be proud 
of? Do we include priests in family events? These 
were things that made priesthood seem attractive 
to me at an impressionable time in my own life.

During this National Vocation Awareness Week 
(and far beyond!) I urge you to reflect on your own 
attitude toward vocations. Recall the priests, dea-
cons and religious who have served you over the 
years. Pray for them. We are certainly not without 
our faults. But God chooses the weak, and in our 
weakness his power is made manifest. As Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta said, “God doesn’t choose the 
qualified, he qualifies the chosen.”

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

God calls ordinary people

Father, 
during this time may your 
Church be a sign of hope, 

comfort and love to all. 
Grant peace. Grant comfort. 

Grant healing. 
Be with us, Lord. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Nov. 7 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Eugene, OKC 
Nov. 8 – USCCB Pro-Life Activities Committee virtual meeting, 1 p.m.
Nov. 9 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Nov. 9 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 9 – Serra Club annual Mass and reception, 6:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Nov. 11 – Live on-air for Oklahoma Catholic Radiothon, 8:30 a.m.
Nov. 11 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Nov. 11 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Nov. 11 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Nov. 11 – Live on-air for Oklahoma Catholic Radiothon, 4 p.m.
Nov. 13 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, Noon, Baltimore, Md.
Nov. 14 – USCCB Divine Worship Committee meeting, 8:30 a.m., Baltimore
Nov. 14 – USCCB Pro-Life Committee meeting, 2 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 14 – USCCB Religious Liberty Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 14 – USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism meeting, 6 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 15-18 – U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops General Assembly, Baltimore
Nov. 16 – Catholic Benefits Association Board meeting, 6:30 p.m., Baltimore
Nov. 20 – Mass for current, former Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma board members, 5 p.m., The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
Nov. 20 – Dinner for current, former Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Board members, Will Rogers Theater, 
OKC

EDMOND – Keaton Barrón was 
only 8 years old when he lost his 
battle to leukemia. While in the 
hospital, Keaton started the “K 
Club,” a place where kids and 
adults could choose random acts 
of kindness to help others. As a re-
sult, Keaton’s family is carrying on 
its mission of changing the world 
through small acts of kindness, 
making a significant difference in 
many lives.

For this act of kindness and 
many others, Parents Magazine 
recently named the Barrón fam-
ily, parishioners at Saint Monica 
Catholic Church in Edmond, as 
“America’s Kindest Family.”

In the article, contest judges said 
the Edmond family – Luke (39), 
Holly (38), Keaton (forever 8), Reid 
(7), Holden (4) and Conley (2) – 
was inspirational. 

“The Barróns’ kindness is a clear 
representation of what we aspire to 
be as parents, friends and neigh-
bors,” contest judges Kristen Bell 
and Benjamin Hart said. 

Judge Angela Santomero agreed, 
“The Barróns are the epitome of 
kindness. … As soon as we heard 
their story, we knew they had to 
be the winners.” 

The magazine recognized kind-
ness efforts through the K Club, 
including collecting diapers, wipes 
and clothes for a pregnancy re-
source center; donating to build 
wells in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo; making hygiene 
packs for those struggling with 
homelessness; and chalking kind 
messages all over Oklahoma City 
and Edmond.

The family also creates “K 
Packs,” which allow families to 
make keepsakes to remember a 
child with a terminal illness: a re-

cordable book for children to leave 
for siblings, parents and friends 
with the child’s voice, and a can-
vas and paints to make fingerprint 
art. (Read the full article at 
parents.com.)

Keaton’s mom and K Club 
president, Holly Barrón, said 
from the way they prepared 
for his arrival to the second 
he was born, she had a sense 
she needed to cherish every 
moment with her son. Barrón 
said it was never a thought; 
even throughout Keaton’s 
relapses, he wasn’t going to 
beat cancer, even if it meant 
a miracle. 

“It’s still shocking he’s 
not here,” Barrón said, who 
describes Keaton as an “old 
soul.” 

Barrón said she asked her 
son if he ever asked God why 
he was sick.

Keaton told his mom, yes; 
he had asked God that ques-
tion. When asked what God 
responded, Keaton told his 
mom God chose him to do 
hard things. Barrón said his 
response was unsurprising, 
given Keaton’s selfless, opti-
mistic spirit. 

Barrón said Keaton suf-
fered his entire life and 
accepted suffering with 
courage and grace amid a 
world that tries to avoid the 
slightest degree of suffer-
ing. Barrón said, while their 
family still does not under-
stand why Keaton had to suffer, 
they have seen many ways his 
faith has inspired the world.

Barrón said Keaton received 
more than 60 spinal taps for 
which the hospital would let him 
pick out a toy. Knowing the hard-
ships his sickness caused his fam-
ily, especially his young siblings, 
Keaton would select one toy for 

his brother, Reid, after one spinal 
tap, and another toy for his other 
brother, Holden, the next.

“What 6-year-old does that? That 

was completely on his own.”
Barrón said people ask them 

how they raised Keaton to be so 
giving to which she responds that 
he was always that way. 

“He was a gift to us. His kind-
ness and his heart were incredible. 
He is an incredible example of nev-
er losing faith and never giving up 
despite the worst circumstances. 

He taught us what was important 
and what was not. He showed us 
what it meant to think of others 
before himself, even when things 

are horribly 
difficult. He 
found the 
positive in 
every single 
situation 
and didn’t 
let little 
disappoint-
ments ruin 
his day – 
and he had 
to endure 
many disap-
pointments 
in his life,” 
Holly Barrón 
said.

“It is a gift 
to have been 
chosen to be 
his parents 
and care for 
this precious 
gift. He’s 
truly the best 
person we’ve 
ever known, 
and it’s now 
an honor for 
us to share 
his story and 
fight for the 
other incred-
ibly brave, 
kind, com-
passionate 
children who 
are battling 

these horrible diseases.”  
Nov. 13 is World Kindness Day. 

Barrón said she hopes people will 
take time to see the good in the 
world and do something kind. For 
more information, visit kclubkind-
ness.org.

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.
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The archdiocese is starting to 
hire key positions for the Bless-
ed Stanley Rother Shrine! 

Shrine Executive Director Lief 
Arvidson is hiring a director of 
development for all aspects of 
fundraising and donor relations, 
and a director of pilgrimage to 
coordinate pilgrimages to the 
shrine and ensure pilgrims are 
well cared for during their visit. 
Please spread the word about 
these exciting opportunities to 
work for the shrine!

For more information, visit 
archokc.org/jobs-box. If inter-
ested, please submit a resume 
and cover letter to Mary Mills at 
mmills@archokc.org.

Rother shrine update

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Edmond parishioners named 
“America’s Kindest Family”

Photo Parents Magazine.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The story of the “Five 
Moons,” the American 
Indian dancers from 

Oklahoma who took the world 
of ballet by storm from the 
mid-1940s until the 1960s, is 
even more fascinating when one 
realizes that three of these five 
remarkable women were Cath-
olic (the other two were Rosel-
la Hightower and Moscelyne 
Harkin).

Maria and Marjorie Tallchief 
(menbers of the Osage Tribe) 
were born in 1925 and 1926 
respectively and lived in the 
northeastern Oklahoma town of 
Fairfax. Yvonne Chouteau was 
raised in Vinita and Shawnee, 
but also was on the roles of the 
Cherokee Tribe.

Early on, the mother of the 
Tallchief sisters recognized the 
extraordinary talent of her two 
young girls and due to oil mon-
ey given to the Osage Tribe, the 
parents decided to relocate to 
Los Angeles to allow that talent 
to be natured by profession-
als. It proved to be a move that 
would eventually bring joy to 
thousands across the world.

Maria began her career with 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
in 1942, but is known primar-
ily for her work with the New 
York City Ballet for whom she 
danced and taught from 1948-
1965. It was at this juncture 
that she met the famous chore-
ographer George Ballanchine. 
Their creative partnership led to 
such iconic roles as the Sugar 
Plum Fairy in “The Nutcracker,” 
which Ballanchine had reimag-
ined in 1954, and “Firebird.”

After retirement in 
1965, she founded the 
Chicago City Ballet. 
She died in 2013, 
and upon her death 

Jacque d’ Amboise, a 
dance partner, stated, 
“She was the perfect 
representative of the 
American ballerina. 
There was one word for 
her: grand. She was 
absolutely grand.” 

Marjorie too was ex-
tremely gifted. Like her 
older sister her career 
began with the Ballet 
Russe in 1946 and later 
the Ballet du Marquis 
de Cuevas and her final 
company before retire-
ment as prima ballerina 
of the Harkness Ballet. 
She performed before 
heads of state such 
as President Kennedy 
and President Johnson 
as well as Charles De 
Gaulle.

Teaching became her passion 
as she served as director of the 
Civic Ballet of Dallas and the 
same position at the Harid Con-
servatory in Boco Raton, Fla. 
At 95, she is the last surviving 
member of the Five Moons.

Of the three ballerinas, only 
Yvonne Chouteau returned 
to Oklahoma to live after her 
dancing career ended. It was 
an extraordinary life before and 
after she decided to give up per-
forming. At age 14, she danced 
with the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. During her 14 years with 
the company, she performed in 
“Romeo and Juliet” and “The 
Nutcracker.” She held the title 
of prima ballerina for eight 
years.

While with the Ballet Russe 
she met and married fellow 
dancer Miguel Terekov. The 
couple came to Oklahoma City 
and founded the school of dance 
at the University of Oklahoma. 

They organized the Oklahoma 
City Civic Ballet in 1963. Mak-
ing the arts more accessible and 
bringing the passion and beauty 
of dance to the public was a life-
long quest. 

This incredible woman has 
been described as “elegant,” 
“graceful,” and “kind.” Her faith 
was an animating principle in 
her life as she was active at 
Our Lady’s Cathedral for many 
years, including playing an 
active role in the parish’s liturgy 
committee. She passed away in 
2012.

Besides being Oklahomans, 
the three women were proud of 
their American Indian heritage 
and were not reticent to express 
that pride. All gave freely of 
their time and energy to further 
the cause of the arts to make a 
well-rounded person; and in a 
very Catholic sense understood 
that beauty is a gift from God to 
be cherished and developed.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Maria Tallchief instructing a young student, 
1972. Courtesy of The Oklahoman Archives. 

WASHINGTON – The Catholic Church in the 
United States will celebrate National Vocation 
Awareness Week, Nov. 7-13. Dioceses will hold 
events to foster an appreciation for all voca-
tions and pray specifically for those dis-
cerning a vocation to ordained ministry 
and consecrated life.

In his message for the 58th annual 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations, Pope 
Francis offered Saint Joseph, the foster 
father of Jesus, as a model for vocational 
discernment.

“Amid all these upheavals, (Saint Jo-
seph) found the courage to follow God’s 
will. So too in a vocation: God’s call al-
ways urges us to take a first step, to give 
ourselves, to press forward. There can be 
no faith without risk. Only by abandon-
ing ourselves confidently to grace, setting 
aside our own programs and comforts, 
can we truly say ‘yes’ to God,” he said, 
and exhorted the Church to look to Saint 
Joseph as an “outstanding example of 
acceptance of God’s plans.”

Bishop James F. Checchio of 
Metuchen, chairman of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on 
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations 
has encouraged dioceses to use Nation-
al Vocation Awareness Week as a time 
for fostering vocations in their own local 
communities.

“Studies of those recently ordained and 
religiously professed consistently show 
that the encouragement of the parish 

priest is the most influential factor in vocation-
al discernment. But, the accompaniment of the 
whole faith community is key for genuine vo-
cational discernment – from one’s parents and 

family members to the Catholic educators as 
well as the vital role that youth ministers and 
fellow parishioners play as the early encoun-
ters for young people to the faith.”
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The vows are meant not only to be a sacrifice, 
but a full acceptance of a life dedicated to God.

When men and women are accepted into a 
religious community, they will typically profess 
three primary vows of poverty, chastity 
and obedience (also known as the “evan-
gelical counsels”).

Why is that?
The primary champion of these vows 

was Saint Francis of Assisi, who wrote in 
his Rule, “The rule and life of the less-
er brothers is this: To observe the holy 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, living 
in obedience without anything of our 
own (poverty), and in chastity. Brother 
Francis promises obedience and rever-
ence to the Lord Pope Honorius and his 
canonically elected successors, and to 
the Roman Church; and the rest of the 
brothers are obliged to obey Francis and 
his successors.”

Ever since many other religious communities 
have followed suit and profess similar vows. A 
perfect explanation behind these vows can be 
found in the apostolic exhortation, “Vita Conse-
crata,” by Saint John Paul II.

The three disciples caught up in ecstasy hear 
the Father’s call to listen to Christ, to place all 
their trust in him, to make him the center of 
their lives. The words from on high give new 
depth to the invitation by which Jesus him-
self, at the beginning of his public life, called 

them to follow him, to leave their ordinary lives 
behind and to enter into a close relationship to 
him. 

It is precisely this special grace of intimacy 
that, in the consecrated life, makes possible 
and even demands the total gift of self in the 
profession of the evangelical counsels. The 

counsels, more than a simple renunciation, are 
a specific acceptance of the mystery of Christ, 
lived within the Church. By professing the 
evangelical counsels, consecrated persons not 
only make Christ the whole meaning of their 
lives, but strive to reproduce in themselves, as 
far as possible, “that form of life that he, as the 
Son of God, accepted in entering this world.”

Poverty
By imitating Christ’s poverty, they profess 

that he is the Son who receives everything from 
the Father, and gives everything back to the 

Father in love (cf. Jn 17:7, 10). 
Chastity
By embracing chastity, they make their own 

the pure love of Christ and proclaim to the 
world that he is the only-begotten Son who is 
one with the Father (cf. Jn 10:30, 14:11). 

Obedience
By accepting, through the sacrifice of 

their own freedom, the mystery of Christ’s 
filial obedience, they profess that he is in-
finitely beloved and loving, as the one who 
delights only in the will of the Father (cf. 
Jn 4:34), to whom he is perfectly united 
and on whom he depends for everything.

Practically speaking, these three coun-
sels allow a religious man or woman 
a certain freedom to follow Christ and 
proclaim him to the world. Without any 
possessions, a poor religious can freely go 
about the world, detached from any world-
ly desires, and preach the Gospel by their 
lives.

By professing a vow of chastity, a reli-
gious can dedicate their full attention to God, 
their true “spouse.” In this way they foreshad-
ow heaven, where there is no longer marriage, 
but a profound union with God and each other 
(cf. Matthew 22:30).

Obedience is a vow that sees the will of God 
in the actions of the superior, who is called to 
be an instrument of God’s providential care.

The evangelical counsels are a beautiful gift 
to religious, one that is designed to bring them 
closer to God and help them be authentic wit-
nesses to the Gospel.

Why do religious make vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience?

By Philip Kosloski 
Aleteia

Photo Aleteia
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National Vocation Awareness Week encourages 
dioceses to foster vocations
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Parishioners at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Ardmore 
celebrated Our Lady of the 
Rosary on Oct. 3 with a live 
Rosary and a cookout. Nearly 
200 parishioners attended the 
celebration. Photos provided. 

The volleyball team from Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School won the class 
5A state championship after defeating Carl Albert High School. It is the Rock-
ets third state championship in nine years. Led by coach James Ward, Rocket 
volleyball only lost one set during the regional and state finals and finished the 
season with 39 wins, the highest in MSM volleyball history. Photo provided.
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Archbishop Coakley met with the cheer squad from Bishop McGuinness Catho-
lic High School in honor of their 2021 5A state championship. Photo provided.

For the first day of religious education classes at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Alva students made chalk art with the theme “God Made Us Special.” Photos 
provided.

Dcn. Rob 
Blakely 
baptized 
children at 
St. Eugene 
Catholic 
Church in 
Oklahoma 
City on Oct. 
26. Photos 
provided. 
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St. Catherine of Siena provides students, 
community gathering place

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

PAULS VALLEY – Two years ago, at 
the beginning of the pandemic, Mass 
was being held with no congregation 
and children were unable to return to 

their classrooms. 
For Saint Catherine of Siena parishioner 

Amanda Cummings, the pandemic was an 
opportunity to do something more for her 
community. After learning about the grants for 
local projects offered by the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development, Cummings began 
formulating an idea that would benefit both the 
students at the Pauls Valley junior high school 
and the broader community. 

The schoolyard where the school’s 300 stu-
dents spent a portion of their lunch had only a 
single picnic table to sit and it was in the sun. 
Cummings proposed applying for the CCHD 

grant to install hexagonal benches around tree 
trunks so more students could sit and have 
a place to visit with friends. She also imag-
ined that teachers would be able to sit with 
students, many of whom qualify for free and 
reduced lunch, and better engage with them. 

The benches also are used for schoolwork, 
using the free Wi-Fi from the library across the 
street. Students helped build the benches and 
included flowerbeds with donated materials 
from the community.

“Every day they will see the fruits of their 
work and feel pride and a sense of accomplish-
ment as they gather in this lovely space right 
outside their classrooms,” Cummings said.

CCHD grants are not intended solely for 
charity efforts but to make real and lasting 
impacts on peoples’ lives. The CCHD grant was 

funded by gifts from across the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. 

To support such projects, the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development collection is 
Nov. 20 and 21 in the archdiocese. 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment is the domestic anti-poverty program 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
It supports hundreds of projects across the 
country that promote human development in 
alignment with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church.

Every year a quarter of the funds collected for 
the CCHD stays in the archdiocese. The gener-
ous donations of parishioners across the state 
allow CCHD to continue the work of the past 
50 years.

New program 
offers academic 

options for Mount 
students

Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School recently developed 
the Diplomas of Distinction 
program to enable students to 
better focus elective choices. 
The program allows students to 
focus on their interests and as-
pirations for college and future 
careers as well as missionary 
discipleship. 

Students take eight courses a 
semester for a total of 32 cred-
its, which allows opportunities 
to learn beyond standard core 
curriculum. The 10 Diploma of 
Distinction curricular pathways 
range from servant leadership 
to business and technology; 
from renaissance thinker to 
engineering. 

Students who elect to earn 
a Diploma of Distinction also 
take all the normal core theolo-
gy, math, science, English and 
social studies courses.

As a final capstone, students 
who are earning a Diploma of 
Distinction are required to give 
a Ted Talk-style presentation 
about a product or idea they 
created in the program.

Below is a lineup of sched-
uled broadcasts on “Make 
Straight the Way” hosted by 
Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Nov. 2 and 3:  Fr. Brannon 
Lepak, associate pastor, St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, 
Norman  

Nov. 9 and 10: Derwin  
Romani, Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church, OKC -  
Muslim convert to   
Christianity (Pt. 1)

Nov. 16 and 17: Derwin 
Romani, Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church, OKC -  
Muslim convert to   
Christianity (Pt. 2)

Nov. 23 and 24: Derwin 
Romani, Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church, OKC -  
Muslim convert to   
Christianity (Pt. 3); Call to 
ministry  

Nov. 30 and Dec 1: The 
story of Servant of God Fr. 
Emil Kapaun, Fr. M. Price 
Oswalt.              

“Make Straight the Way” 
airs on Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., and Wednes-
days at 3:30 p.m. Listen at 
okcr.org. 

“Make Straight the Way” 
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Sister BJ's
Homeless

Friends Day!

A L L  A R E  W E L C O M E ,
G E T  W H A T  Y O U  N E E D !

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
8:30am - 11:00am

819 NW 4th Street

Coats

Jeans

Socks 

COVID 19 Vaccine

 
Dog Food

Cat Food

Hygiene Kits

- Sister BJ's Pantry

- Wings of Edmond

- Order of Malta

- Sox of Love

- Pet Food Pantry

The pantry will be giving away these items:

- Pet Food Pantry

-  Dr. Chansolme

Mass for Medical Professionals
Archbishop Coakley celebrated the 2021 Mass for Med-
ical Professionals on Oct. 23 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. The guest 
speaker was Ashley K. Fernandes, M.D., Ph.D., FAAP. 
Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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continued from page 1Catholic leaders call for global 
discernment, cooperation to 

address climate crisis at COP26

Steve and Sheila Luba

for bravery. He remains active in the church commu-
nity.    

Other veterans at the church from different conflicts 
include Donald Johnson, James Walker and Delores 
Martinez.  

“There are many military veterans who have come 
home and show no scars from their service, but have 
seen and endured much. Some aspects of their service 
will never go away,” Wilsack said. 

“They deserve the greatest amount of respect be-
cause there is so much they have endured that they 
will never tell you about, but will always be at the 
back of their mind.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

WASHINGTON – The United Nations 
will convene their annual meeting on 
climate, COP26, on Oct. 31. In advance 
of the meeting, Archbishop Paul S. 
Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Committee on Domestic Justice 
and Human Development, and Bishop 
David J. Malloy of Rockford, chairman 
of the USCCB’s Committee on Inter-
national Justice and Peace, 
together with Sean 
Callahan, president 
and CEO of Cath-
olic Relief Ser-
vices, released 
the following 
statement:

 “The cli-
mate crisis 
is complex 
and de-
mands the 
discern-
ment and 
cooperation 
of the entire 
human family. 
We appreciate 
the Biden Admin-
istration’s recent 
commitments in antic-
ipation of COP26 to reduce 
carbon dioxide and methane emissions 
within our own borders and to increase 
climate finance contributions for ad-
aptation and mitigation in low-income 
countries. These new developments re-
flect an integral ecology that promotes 
care for creation and strengthens the 
bonds of solidarity between nations, 
particularly between the rich and the 
poor. 

 “Yet, the challenge posed by climate 

change demands ongoing effort from 
all of us. COP26 is an opportunity for 
all nations to protect the environment 
while at the same time providing reli-
able, affordable and carbon-free energy 
through innovation and enterprise, 
ensuring a better future for the entire 
human family, especially for the work-
ing class, the poor and marginalized. 
In his message to the World Bank and 

International Monetary Fund 
this spring, Pope Francis 

spoke of the ‘ecologi-
cal debt’ developed 

nations must 
pay, ‘not only 
by significantly 
limiting their 
consumption of 
non-renewable 
energy or by 
assisting poor-
er countries to 
enact policies 
and programs 
of sustainable 

development, but 
also by covering 

the costs of the 
innovation required 

for that purpose (cf. 
Laudato Si’, 51-52).’

 “We unite with the Holy 
Father in upholding the Church’s 
teaching that creation is a precious gift 
of God intended to be shared by all. 
To protect this gift, as the world races 
toward a sustainable future, we must 
not forget those who suffer the greatest 
from ecological degradation. Climate 
leadership requires finding common 
ground in the pursuit of the common 
good, for the entire planet is our one 
‘common home.’”
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SHAWNEE – Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
in Shawnee celebrated its 125th anniversary 
Oct. 9-10. The parish named the celebration 
the “125 Plus One Anniversary Celebra-
tion,” since they couldn’t celebrate the 
actual anniversary this past year because 

of the pandemic.
The celebration began with an anniversary Mass at 

4:30 p.m. on Oct. 9 concelebrated by the Father Joseph 
Schwarz, pastor, Father Lawrence Damian, associate 
pastor, and Father Paul Zahler, O.S.B., of Saint Grego-
ry’s Abbey. The Mass was followed by a potluck dinner at 
the Benedict Center. Special guests were the Benedictine 
monks from nearby Saint Gregory’s Abbey.

“Celebrating 125 years is a testament to the faith of the 
parishioners and their dedication to knowing and loving 
Jesus Christ,” Father Schwarz said. “God has blessed 
Saint Benedict’s with many good people who live their 
faith each and every day. I am blessed to be able to serve 
God and the wonderful people here.”

During the celebration dinner, the organizing committee 
gave a presentation on the history of the church with pic-
tures and news clippings through the years. Each family 
also was given a special gift.

On Oct. 10, the church held an open house from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. with guided tours. One area of special interest 
were the 22 large stained-glass windows that depict differ-
ent biblical stories and saints. The church also is home to 
relics of several saints, including those of Saint Benedict, 
Saint Claire of Assisi, Saint Vincent de Paul, Saint Pius X, 
Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, Saint Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton and Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.

History of Benedictine monks and Saint Benedict Catholic 
Church

Even before Oklahoma became the 46th state in 1907, 
Benedictine monks were establishing their presence 
throughout Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory. 

The Benedictine monks first arrived in Oklahoma in Oc-
tober 1875. The monks were from the French monastery of 
Notre Dame de la Pierre-qui-Vire and they traveled to the 
Indian Territory at the suggestion of the bishop of Little 
Rock. 

 They first arrived at Atoka in 1875 and began to min-
ster to American Indians and migrating people. After a few 
months, the pioneer monks settled on land donated by 
the Citizen Band Potawatomi Indians. They subsequently 
established Sacred Heart Abbey near Konawa in 1876. They 
also established a school. 

From their base at the Sacred Heart Abbey, the Bene-
dictine monks worked to spread the word of God to people 
in the region. The monks would ride on horseback or in 
wagons across trails. They often endured the hardships of 
inclement weather, lack of food and accommodation, and 
countless other inconvenienc-

es. Undaunted 
by these obsta-
cles, the monks 
established more 
than 40 Cath-
olic parishes 
and missions 
throughout the 
territory. Many of 
the present-day 
parishes in the 
Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City 
and the Diocese of Tulsa established by the monks are still 
active. 

Among the pioneer monks who arrived from France in 
1875 was the charismatic Father Felix DeGrasse, who was 
instrumental in founding Saint Benedict Catholic Church 
in Shawnee. 

When the area around Shawnee was opened to white 
settlers in 1893, the town was officially founded. The 
construction of the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad 
further spurred the growth of Shawnee.

“It was natural for us to organize a parish to serve the 
Catholic community that had settled in the newly estab-
lished city of Shawnee,” Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen said. 
“Father DeGrasse accepted the assignment with his typical 
great zeal and success.”

Father DeGrasse became Shawnee’s first missionary 
priest, often celebrating Mass in the homes of early settlers 
due to lack of a permanent building. Those settlers includ-
ed the Timmonses, the Cassidys, the Dierkers, the Glea-
sons and the Philip Secks. Later on, Sunday Masses were 
offered at the Welch’s Feed Store located on Main Street.

In 1895, Father DeGrasse spearheaded the purchase 

of land on Park Street between 9th and 10th 
Streets. Construction of the first permanent 
church and rectory soon began, and Father De-

Grasse became the first resident pastor.  
 The church complex was built in the style of an audito-

rium and was used by the Sisters of Mercy as a parochial 
school. The school opened in October 1896, enrolling Cath-
olic and non-Catholic students. 

During school hours, the school was separated from the 
sanctuary by a curtain. A large pot-bellied stove provided 
heat and kerosene lamps furnished light. Father DeGrasse 
named the church Saint Benedict after the founder of the 
Benedictine Order. 

This was the first time in 25 years that Catholics, who 
were scattered throughout the area, had a home parish.

Father DeGrasse remained pastor of Saint Benedict until 
1898. In addition to Shawnee, Father DeGrasse established 
parishes in Pawhuska, Guthrie, Ponca City, Perry, Mulhall, 
Langston and Chandler. He later became abbot of Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey. 

In March 1903, 
Father Blaise 
Haritchabalet, 
O.S.B., was ap-
pointed pastor of 

Saint Benedict’s. 
The city of Shawnee continued 

to grow after the turn of the cen-
tury and the parish grew with it. 
It wasn’t long before the congre-
gation had outgrown the church 
building. 

There was a story told that on 
one Sunday when Father Mau-
rus Fuerstenberg, then assistant 
pastor, was asking the congrega-
tion what should be done about 

the burgeoning congregation, a long freight train came 
puffing and whistling nearby. Father Fuerstenberg had to 
stop and waited patiently until the train passed to continue 
the discussion. That incident helped parishioners decide 
to move to a different location and build a bigger house of 
worship.

Father Haritchabalet arranged for the purchase of the 
current location (the lot on Kickapoo and Benedict streets). 
In 1904, a two-story brick rectory was erected on the new 
site. Attached to the rectory was a large stone garage, which 
served for some years as an art studio for Father Gregory 
Gerrer, O.S.B., who had returned from art studies in Eu-
rope in 1904. His paintings and art collection later started 

the Mabee-Gerrer Museum located on the campus of Saint 
Gregory’s University.

The old church building on Park Street was moved to the 
new location and used as both church and school.

In 1906, construction of the present church began, and 
on July 29, 1906, the cornerstone of the new church was 
laid. The new church was dedicated on May 12, 1907.

Father Haritchabalet remained pastor until 1915, when 
Saint Gregory’s College opened, and he was 
appointed the college’s first president. 

Father Robert Maloney, O.S.B., succeeded 
Father Haritchabalet as pastor. In 1919, the 
Saint Benedict School building was construct-
ed. The school continued to be operated by the 
Sisters of Mercy. In 1958, an additional school 
building was built. The new school building 
began as Saint Benedict High School, consist-
ing of ninth through 12th grades while the old 
building was used for grades one through eight. 

The high school was eventually forced to close 
in 1964 due to dwindling enrollment. The Sisters 
of Mercy operated the Saint Benedict School un-
til 1974 when they withdrew from Shawnee.

From the founding of the parish by Father 
DeGrasse in 1895 until 2008, Saint Benedict 
was pastored by Benedictine monks from Sacred 
Heart and later Saint Gregory’s. The only excep-
tion was Father Zenon Steber, who was pastor 

from 1901-1902. 
In 2008, after having provided pastoral care for 113 

years, Saint Gregory’s Abbey handed over administrative 
and staffing responsibilities to the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City. 

“Over the course of more than a century of service in the 
parish, the monks of Sacred Heart/Saint Gregory’s Abbey 
have received many blessings through their ministry at 
Saint Benedict parish,” Abbot Lawrence said. “We are grate-
ful for the support, encouragement and collaboration of the 
parishioners over the years.”

Abbot Lawrence noted that two of the monks claim Saint 
Benedict’s as their home parish – the late Father Michael 
Roethler, O.S.B., who was president of Saint Gregory’s Col-
lege and pastor from 1991-1995, and Abbot Lawrence, who 
was born and raised in Tecumseh and was associate pastor 
of the parish at one time. 

The current pastor of Saint Benedict, Father Schwarz, 
has been pastor since 2013. He is assisted by associate 
pastor Father Lawrence Damian and three deacons – David 
Schrupp, William Thurman and Roy Callison. About 600 
families call Saint Benedict their home parish.

Alex Lee is the communications coordinator at Saint Bene-
dict Catholic Church.

By Alex Lee 
For the Sooner Catholic

St. Benedict Catholic Church celebrates 125 years 

Parishioners at St. Benedict Catholic Church in Shawnee celebrated the 125th 
anniversary of the church on Oct. 9-10. Photos provided.
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Students from Sacred Heart Catholic School in El Reno went trick-or-treating 
outside with residents of the St. Katharine Drexel retirement community on Oct. 
29. Students were glad to be with the residents again. Photos provided. 

Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass with Cardinal DiNardo from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston at the Southwest Lieuten-
ancy Investiture Mass on Oct. 17 at St. Jude Catholic Church in the Diocese of Ft. Worth. Photos provided.

The senior class for Mount St. Mary Catholic High School hosted its annual 
blood drive on Oct 27. The MSM community donated 38 units of blood. Photos 
provided.
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A Fatima Rosary rally was held Oct. 16 at St. Peter Catholic Church in Guy-
mon. Photo provided.

The Mount St. Mary Catholic High School student council spent a day at the 
district convention hosted by Dale High School. The students networked with 
other student councils, built leadership talents and learned new ideas for MSM. 
Photo provided.

Parishioners at 
Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma 
City set up a 
Day of the Dead 
offering near the 
church. Photo 
provided. 

what this process is about. … It 
comes from a Greek word that 
means to journey together,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said during his 
homily.

“In fact, it is such a rich theolog-
ical term that in the earliest days 
even in terms of the Acts of the 
Apostles, the Church was often re-
ferred to as The Way, the journey. 
We are a pilgrim people on this 
journey together, our pilgrim way 
to the fullness of God’s kingdom.”

The synodal process in the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City will 
include multiple opportunities 
in-person and online to discuss 
issues affecting the universal 
Church and the local Church. 
Feedback from the meetings and 
online survey will be collected and 
a 10-page summary provided to 
the Vatican.

“The Holy Father has asked us 
to carry out this journey, making 
sure that we hear from as many 
people as we possibly can, paying 
particular attention to those who 
are along the side of the road who 
are not yet part of the journey to 
encounter them and to invite them 
to participate,” Archbishop Coakley 
said. 

“It’s in the communion of the 
Church, the coming together as 
one people of God, knowing that 
the Lord is speaking to the world 
through the voices of all his people 
that we encourage the participa-
tion of as many as possible so that 
we can be empowered and invigo-
rated to fulfill our mission as God’s 
people in the world. To be light for 
the world; to be salt for the earth.”

The synod process will culminate 
in a worldwide meeting of bishops 
in Rome in 2024. 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner 
Catholic.
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“We are a pilgrim people on this journey together”

continued from page 1

Catholic students and alumni of Southwestern Oklahoma State University celebrate 120 years of SWOSU with a homecoming float, “120 Saints for 120 Years,” 
and tailgating near campus at the future site of the Catholic student center. Photos provided.

Coming soon:
 information, 

meeting dates and 
survey link at 
archokc.org/

synod.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the Synod Opening Mass Oct. 24 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. Photos provided.
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Jobs Box
Human resources director - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of human 
resources. The director will be re-
sponsible for advancing the mission 
of the archdiocese by providing day-
to-day support to chancery staff 
as well as HR personnel across the 
archdiocese, including employee re-
lations, performance management, 
policy review, training and develop-
ment and other human resources 
needs. The director supervises sup-
port staff in benefits, payroll and 
facility management. Bachelor’s 
degree in human resources man-
agement or related field or equiva-
lent combination of education and 
experience, at least eight years of 
human resources experience that 
includes three years of manage-
ment experience, and be a Catholic 
in good standing a must. Must be 
knowledgeable in pertinent federal, 
state and local employment laws, 
possess excellent verbal and written 
communication skills, strong inter-
personal skills, and excellent skills 
in Microsoft Office. Human resourc-
es national certification desirable. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Michael Scaperlanda at mscaper-
landa@archokc.org.

Safe Environment coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Safe Environment 
coordinator to administer the arch-
diocesan Safe Environment pro-
gram. The coordinator will monitor 
and maintain the Safe Environ-
ment training portal, and plan 
and implement Safe Environment 
training for archdiocesan staff 
and volunteers. Requires regular 
communication with Safe Envi-
ronment facilitators. Will support 
training and compliance efforts at 
the local level and conduct par-
ish onsite visits and audits. Will 
work with the Catholic schools and 
youth office to evaluate children’s 
Safe Environment curriculum and 
teen volunteer program. Requires 
collaboration with the victim 
assistance coordinator and crisis 
assistance as needed. Bachelor’s 
degree and practicing Catholic in 
good standing a must. Knowledge 
and/or experience in child abuse 
and child abuse prevention pre-
ferred. Must possess a valid driv-
er’s license and be willing to travel 
the archdiocese. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Director of development - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a director of development 
for all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations. The director will 
organize and manage all fundrais-
ing programs and services for the 
shrine, including direct mail, gift 
cultivation and solicitation, annual 
appeals, donor events, database 
management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 

cultivate gift prospects for spe-
cial projects and programs of the 
shrine as well as create annual 
calendar of development initiatives. 
Bachelor’s degree (master’s or MBA 
preferred) in business/manage-
ment or another relevant field or 
possess general management ex-
perience in a comparable position 
a must; a minimum five years of 
development experience; and be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing. Send resume and cover letter 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Pilgrimage director - OKC
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a pilgrimage director to co-
ordinate pilgrimages and religious 
events at the shrine. The pilgrim-
age director will manage and orga-
nize shrine pilgrimages, including 
scheduling Masses, tours and 
special events, and train staff and 
volunteers. Coordinate outreach 
and promotion of shrine pilgrimag-
es in dioceses, churches, schools, 
conferences and events. Have a 
desire to promote the Church’s 
work of evangelization and promote 
knowledge of and devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has two education coordinator 
position openings. The coordina-
tor for formation and academic 
renewal will develop, execute and 
supervise a plan for the contin-
uous education of teachers and 
students. The coordinator for op-
erations provides staff support to 
the director of Catholic education, 
principals for the operational tasks 
of 19 Catholic schools. Catholics 
in good standing, with a desire to 
assist the Church in communicat-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the mission, ministry and needs 
of the Church a must. Three to 
five years’ experience in teaching a 
must. Catholic school administra-
tive experience preferred at either 
the building level and/or central 
office. Send resume to mmills@
archokc.org.

Tax Credit Scholarship program 
director – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director for the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program 
to plan, manage and implement 
cultivation, solicitation and stew-
ardship activities. Candidate 
should enjoy a diverse range of 
responsibilities, a fast-paced office 
and have a flexible demeanor. 
Candidate should be calm under 
pressure, have excellent written 
and oral communication skills and 
be comfortable calling and meeting 
with people and asking for gifts to 
support Catholic ministries. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Coordinator of Youth 
Evangelization - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City has an opening for the coordi-
nator of youth evangelization and 
summer camp. Responsible for 
logistics, staffing and programing 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp, designing strategic 
activities for the initial evangeli-
zation and ongoing discipleship of 
young people, and assist in men-
toring of parish leaders. Catholic 
in good standing, understanding of 
evangelization and discipleship, ex-
perience leading youth programing 
and bachelor’s degree a must. Bilin-
gual in Spanish preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Cook – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a full-time experienced 
cook to work a flexible schedule 
that requires evening and weekend 
work. The successful candidate 
will have a minimum of two years’ 
experience in food service. Cater-
ing experience is preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org. 
Applications are available during 
regular business hours at the CPC, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, Okla-
homa City.

Life enrichment director - OKC
St. Ann Retirement Center is 

seeking s life enrichment direc-
tor with relevant experience. The 
position requires working some 
weekends and evenings or holi-
days. Great communication, orga-
nizational and interpersonal skills 
required. A CDL license preferred. 
Send resume to joyce@  
saintannretirementcenter.com.

Special events manager - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a special events manager to direct 
and oversee the primary fundrais-
ing events. Primary functions in-
clude event management, pre-and-
post- event management, event 
solicitation and in-kind donation 
solicitation. Bachelor’s degree in 
public relations, communication, 
business or related field; one to 
three years of event management 
and fundraising experience; bi-
lingual in Spanish and English 
preferred; experience with Greater 
Giving preferred. Send cover letter 
and resume to Christi Jeffreys at 
cjeffreys@ccaokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an administrative assistant for the 
refugee resettlement department to 
answer, screen and transfer calls, 
distribute phone messages and 
mail, maintain various databases, 
facilitate inter-department commu-
nication, and manage any mailing. 
High school diploma or equivalent; 
office management, communi-
cation and computer skills; two 
years experience working in an 
office environment; bilingual in 
Spanish, Burmese, Congolese or 
Arabic preferred. Send cover letter 

and resume to Christy Knotts at 
cknotts@ccaokc.org.   

Bilingual counselor – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a bilingual counselor for the St. 
Joseph’s Counseling Center to be 
responsible for providing counsel-
ing and psychotherapy to children, 
adults, couples and families in 
the context of Catholic tradition 
and teachings. A master’s degree 
in clinical or counseling psychol-
ogy, counseling, social work or an 
equivalent degree from an accred-
ited college or university; training 
in individual, family and/or group 
counseling methods. At least two 
years of experience and be trained 
in psycho educational and per-
sonality assessment techniques; 
applicants must be licensed in the 
appropriate specialty in Oklahoma. 
Knowledge of Catholic tradition 
and teaching is required. Send cov-
er letter and resume to Amy Ship-
man at ashipman@ccaokc.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic Church 

in Oklahoma City has immediate 
openings for part-time teachers 
in the Mother’s Day Out program. 
Looking for kind, compassionate, 
energetic and patient people. The 
position is Monday and Wednes-
day during school hours with an 
occasional evening or weekend 
Mass obligation. Contact Margaret 
Tunell at Margaret@ckokc.org.

Custodian - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School in Edmond is looking for 
a full-time school custodian. The 
hours are 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. Contact 
Laura Cain, principal, at lcain@
seasok.org, (405) 348-5364. 

Communications director - 
Stillwater

St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Stillwater is seeking a 
full-time communications director 
to oversee all internal and external 
communications. Apply at catholic-
jobs.com/job/12542148117. 

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to and 
from work on assigned routes dai-
ly. Drivers also can drive for spe-
cial school functions as requested. 
Some qualifications include valid 
driver’s license; ability to pass 
background check and a clean 
DMV record (five years); bilingual 
(English/Spanish) speaking a plus; 
ability and willingness to work a 
split-shift; experience and/or will-
ingness to work with youth ages 
14-18. Send resume and a brief 
statement of interest to  Ash-
ton.Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box. Some 
positions have a more detailed job 
description online. 

In his new book, “Things Worth Dying For,” 
Archbishop Charles Chaput has provided us 
with an inspiring book of hope as we ponder on 
the meaning of life and death.  

Archbishop Chaput, bestselling author of 
“Strangers in a Strange Land” and retired 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, provides us with 
an amazing amount of practical, thought-pro-
voking material to reflect on as we explore 
the meaning of what a “life worth living” is all 
about.

The primary premise of this book is: “That 
while it seems natural for us to fear dying, 
there is hope that can come from abandoning 
the notion that we can create our life’s meaning 
and trusting God.” Given this premise, Chaput 
“delves into our yearning for God, love, honor, 
beauty, truth and immortality” as he shares 
scripture reference, stories and personal wis-
dom gained from years of study and service in 
the Catholic Church. He seems to capture the 
real essence of the questions we may struggle 
with as we strive to gain a worthy sense of our 
lives.  

Chaput quickly captured my full attention on 
Pg. 8 with the statement, “Time has a pur-
pose.” As he put it, “The meaning of a sentence 
becomes clear when we put a period at the 
end of it. The same applies to life. When we 

talk about things worth dying for, we’re really 
talking about the things worth living for that 
give life beauty and meaning.” 

Each chapter of the book has a creative 
title with an underlying 
quote. For example, the 
title for Ch. 7 is “The 
Ties That Bind” and the 
underlying quote centers 
on the importance of love 
for viable social order. I 
found the chapter titles 
and related underlying quotes grabbed my 
full attention and created clear context for the 
content.

Reading in Ch. One (If I Forget Thee, O Jeru-
salem), we have the opportunity to gain fresh 
insight for the important role history plays in 
our present and our future. As Chaput states, 
“As Christians, we have a future because we 
have a purpose and destiny beyond ourselves, 
a mission passed down to us to renew the face 
of the earth with God’s love through the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. We need to reclaim those gifts 
– each of us in our own lives as individuals, 
and together as a Church.” 

It is here, in the first chapter, that Chaput 
introduces us to love as the first virtue “worth 
dying for.” This encompasses love for God and 
for the “natural loves of family, friends, honor 
and integrity.”

In Ch. 2, “Gentle Into That Good Night,” we 
have opportunity to reflect on Chaput’s no-

tion that “the path to death should be one of 
trust and abandonment.” Utilizing references 
to several Old Testament and New Testament 
scriptures he explains how we, as Christians 

through Christ’s death and resurrection, 
have clear examples of how to trust and 

abandon ourselves to God.
The remaining sev-

en chapters of the 
book continue with the 
themes on the virtues 
of honor, beauty, truth 
and immortality, that 
make life worth dying 
for. From encouraging 
us to “think about death 
and the verdict it passes 
on the lives we live” on 
through the last chapter, 
“On Friendship,” there is 
plenty to ponder. 

Chaput’s sharing of personal insights, use of 
analogy citing various movies, books, scripture 
and quotes from various authors results in a 
very interesting and thought-provoking book of 
hope.

Each Lenten season I utilize a particular 
book as a resource for reflection and Chaput 
has provided me with a great book for the 2022 
Lenten journey.

I highly recommend this book!
John H. Dolezal is a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.
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Book Review: “Things Worth Dying For”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

On not buying into the mythology of 
“prestige” universities

The Catholic Difference

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Some years ago, a Catholic prep 
school invited me to address its 
parents’ association on the fu-
ture of Catholic education. After 
describing how a truly Catholic 
education, stressing human and 
sacramental formation as well as 
intellectual competence, equipped 
young people to meet the challeng-
es of a world that had lost its way, 
I got into a protracted dust-up 
during the Q&A period. 

In my prepared remarks, I 
had extolled the virtues of small 
Catholic liberal arts colleges with 
rigorous core curricula that intro-
duced students to the best that 
western civilization has to offer. I 
also took a few shots at the high-
priced schools that fill the top tiers 
of those foolish college-ratings 
systems, but which are too often 
sandboxes of political correctness 
in which intellectual silliness (and 
worse) is on tap for something like 
$90,000 per annum. 

The pushback was fierce. Unless 
Johnny or Jane went to Stanford or 
Duke or the Ivies, parents insist-
ed, he or she would be ruined for 
life. I countered with the example 
of my daughters, graduates of the 
University of Dallas who had gone 
on to fulfilling family and profes-
sional lives after attending top-tier 
graduate schools (in medicine and 
arts education) for which UD had 

prepared them magnificently. 
The pushback continued. What 

about “networking?” I suggested 
that serious professional “network-
ing” took place in grad school and 
that the undergraduate years were 
better spent furnishing one’s mind 
and soul than in schmoozing with 
an eye to the main chance – es-
pecially in a campus environment 
hostile to Catholic understandings 
of what makes for genuine human 
happiness. This went on for 45 
minutes or so, but I don’t think 
minds were changed. Too many 
parents had drunk the Kool-Aid of 
“prestige schools” for me to make 
much of a dent.

The following morning, I had 
coffee with some of the monks 
in charge of the school, several 
of whom thanked me for having 
challenged the myth of the prestige 
school; they had tried for years to 
do the same, and to no effect. Did 
I have any suggestions for trying 
again?

After a moment’s reflection I 
said, in so many words, “Next 
September, send the parents of ev-
ery entering senior a copy of Tom 
Wolfe’s novel, “I Am Charlotte Sim-
mons.” It’s pretty raw at points, 
but it’s an accurate portrait of 
undergraduate life at a high-end 
university and it fits right into 
your view of education – because 

in Wolfe’s telling, the bright young 
innocent of the title gets intellec-
tually corrupted before she gets 
morally corrupted. Being told 
there’s no such thing as ‘the truth’ 
in a first-year class is the opening 
wedge to her finally caving-in to 
the behavioral pressures pandemic 
on campus and getting abused by 
a hotshot athlete.” 

I don’t know whether my advice 
was followed, but I still commend 
that splash of cold water to par-
ents overheated by the notion that 
“networking” (at a very high price 
tag) is worth the human cost of 
four years filled with intellectual 
nonsense and social pressures 
no young person should have to 
confront. 

My friends at the aforementioned 
University of Dallas recently con-
firmed my thinking with some 
instructive statistics. UD offers one 
of the most rigorous core curricula 
in the country in a campus climate 
where woke is not king (or even 
deuce-of-clubs), where Catholicism 
is celebrated rather than deprecat-
ed, and where undergraduates are 
transformed by a Rome semester 
from which they emerge as custo-
dians of a civilizational heritage. 
So how do its graduates do in the 
competition for graduate school? In 
2019, UD grads had an 84 per-
cent medical school acceptance 

rate: twice the national average, 
21 percent higher than Cornell in 
2016, higher than Duke in 2017 
or Dartmouth in 2020, and higher 
than Penn, Johns Hopkins and 
USC in recent years. Moreover, UD 
was first in the country in the per-
centage of its math and statistics 
majors who later earned doctoral 
degrees in those fields. The num-
bers make it clear: the best of 
Catholic liberal arts education pre-
pares students for any intellectual 
or professional endeavor – and does 
so in a far healthier environment. 

Parents and high school seniors 
making those tough college deci-
sions would do well to look beyond 
the U.S. News and World Report 
college rankings and consider UD, 
Benedictine College, the Universi-
ty of Mary, Christendom College, 
Thomas Aquinas College, and 
other small Catholic liberal arts 
colleges. By any measure, they 
punch far above their weight. And 
as a rule, they don’t graduate 
woke snowflakes, detached from or 
contemptuous about Catholicism.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Dios llama a la gente común

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

¡La arquidiócesis está empezando 
a contratar puestos clave para el 
Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother!

El Director Ejecutivo del Santu-
ario, Lief Arvidson, está contratando 
a un Director de Desarrollo para 
todos los aspectos de la recaudación 
de fondos y para las relaciones 
con los donantes, y un Director 
de Peregrinaciones para coordinar 
las peregrinaciones al santuario y 
garantizar que los peregrinos estén 
bien cuidados durante su visita. ¡Por 
favor, haga correr la voz sobre estas 
emocionantes oportunidades de tra-
bajar para el santuario!

Para obtener más información, 
visite archokc.org/jobs-box. Si está 
interesado, envíe un currículum 
vitae y una carta de presentación a 
Mary Mills a mmills@archokc.org.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

El pasado viernes 5 de noviembre, 
por la noche, el Señor bendijo a la 
Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City con 
27 nuevos diáconos. La hermosa or-
denación solemne de tantos diáconos 
permanentes en la Catedral de Nuestra 
Señora del Perpetuo Socorro fue motivo 
de celebración, no solo para estos hom-
bres y sus familias, sino también para 
las parroquias y ministerios en los que 
servirán en toda nuestra arquidiócesis. 
Fue una clara evidencia de que el Señor 
continúa llamándonos a cada uno de 
nosotros a poner nuestros dones al ser-
vicio de los demás y así edificar el Cuer-
po de Cristo.

Todos los bautizados están llamados 
a la santidad, a ser santos. La mayoría 
están llamados a buscar la santidad 
en el matrimonio. Pero, algunos están 
llamados a una vida de servicio especial 
en la Iglesia como ministros ordenados 
o mediante el testimonio de vida consa-
grada como religiosas, religiosos o vír-
genes consagradas.

La reciente ordenación de muchos de 
nuestros hermanos al diaconado per-
manente es un comienzo apropiado 
para la Semana Nacional de Conciencia 
Vocacional, que la Iglesia celebra cada 
año durante toda la primera semana de 
noviembre (del 7 al 13 de noviembre). 
La semana se centra en la importancia 
de fomentar activamente las vocaciones 
al sacerdocio, el diaconado y la vida 
consagrada a través de la oración, la 
promoción y la educación.

Incluso aunque hemos ordenado a es-
tos nuevos diáconos, ya estamos traba-
jando con el próximo grupo de 24 candi-
datos que se sienten llamados por Dios 

al ministerio diaconal. Les agradezco 
su generosidad. Además, actualmente 
contamos con 20 seminaristas en diver-
sas etapas de formación que disciernen 
la llamada de Dios y se preparan para 
ofrecer su vida al servicio de la Iglesia 
como sacerdotes. Además de trabajar 
con hombres que disciernen el sacerdo-
cio y el diaconado, acompañamos a las 
mujeres jóvenes a discernir si Dios las 
está llamando a la vida consagrada. En 
nuestra cultura cada vez más secular, 
se requiere valor para considerar tales 
compromisos.

Basándome en el correo que llega 
regularmente a mi escritorio o llena 
mi bandeja de entrada, Yo diría que la 
mayoría de las personas rara vez ponen 
mucha atención en la procedencia de los 
sacerdotes, diáconos y religiosos que sir-
ven a sus parroquias. Nosotros estamos 
agradecidos por ellos, sí. Pero siempre 
han estado ahí, y suponemos que siem-
pre lo estarán. Hasta que no lo estén.

Existe la expectativa tácita de que 
siempre habrá alguien disponible para 
escuchar nuestra confesión, presenciar 
nuestra boda, predicar el Evangelio, ofi-
ciar en los funerales de los seres queri-
dos, enseñar y transmitir la fe. Pero no 
es necesariamente así. Qué doloroso 
para una comunidad llorar el cierre de 
una parroquia que ha nutrido la fe du-
rante generaciones porque no hay nadie 
a quien enviar.

¡Muchas de nuestras parroquias hoy 
permanecen abiertas solo por la gen-
erosidad de nuestros sacerdotes inter-
nacionales que han dejado sus propios 
países y han venido a Oklahoma para 
servir como misioneros! Estoy agradeci-

do por ellos.
Los sacerdotes, 

diáconos y reli-
giosos y religio-
sas provienen de 
hogares, familias 
y matrimonios 
como el suyo. ¡No caen del cielo ni cre-
cen en los árboles! Estoy agradecido 
por mis padres, quienes a menudo me 
hacían sentir incómodo al hacerme la 
pregunta: “Paul, ¿alguna vez has pen-
sado en convertirte en sacerdote?” No 
lo habría hecho, hasta que persistieron 
gentilmente en hacerlo parte de nuestras 
conversaciones familiares.

¿Qué estamos haciendo en nuestros 
hogares y parroquias para que las voca-
ciones formen parte de la conversación? 
¿Rezamos por las vocaciones? ¿Hablam-
os bien de nuestros sacerdotes, de una 
manera que les recuerde a los niños que 
la vocación al sacerdocio o a la vida re-
ligiosa es algo que la familia apoyaría o 
de lo que se enorgullecería? ¿Incluimos 
sacerdotes en eventos familiares? Es-
tas fueron las cosas que hicieron que el 
sacerdocio me pareciera atractivo en un 
momento susceptible en mi propia vida.

Durante esta Semana Nacional de 
Conciencia Vocacional (¡y mucho más 
allá!) Les insto a reflexionar sobre su 
propia actitud hacia las vocaciones. Re-
cuerde a los sacerdotes, diáconos y re-
ligiosos que le han servido a lo largo de 
los años. Rece por ellos. Ciertamente no 
estamos exentos de fallas. Pero Dios el-
ige a los débiles, y en nuestra debilidad 
se manifiesta su poder. Como dijo Santa 
Teresa de Calcuta, “Dios no elige a los 
capacitados, él capacita a los elegidos”.

Los feligreses de la Iglesia del Sagrado Corazón en la Ciudad de 
Oklahoma, organizaron una ofrenda del Día de Muertos cerca 
de la Iglesia. Foto adjunta. 
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Aplicación ayuda a fieles rezar por el 
sínodo y con el papa

Dios está llamando 
a hombres que conoces. 

¿Les ayudarás a responderle?

Fondo de educación seminarista 2021

Por favor visite:  
archokc.org/seminarianfund

Por favor llame a: 
405-709-2745

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City

TA L L ER  B I B L I CO  DE  OTOÑO

19 y 20 de noviembre 2021

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
100 N Sara Rd.
Mustang, OK 73064

$15.00 incluye el libro de estudio

viernes: 6:00 pm-9:00 pm
sabado: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm

Fecha: 

Horario: 

Lugar: 

Costo: 

“Evangelio de San Marcos: La Fe Vence el Miedo”

Con Luis Soto

P a r a  m á s  i n f o r m a c i ó n  p o r  f a v o r  l l a m a r  a :  C o n n i e  D í a z  ( 4 0 5 )  7 2 8 - 3 5 6 1  o

E d g a r  G a r c í a  ( 4 0 5 )  7 0 9 - 2 8 0 6
 

F E C H A  L I M I T E  P A R A  I N S R I B I R S E  E S  E L  V I E R N E S  1 2  D E  N O V I E M B R E
archokc .org/ta l l e res -b ib l i cos

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El 
cardenal Mario Grech, secretario 
general del Sínodo de los Obispos, 
dijo que en el proceso de crear 
una iglesia más sinodal, en la que 
todos los miembros contribuyen 
y todos se escuchen, “estamos 
tocando algo divino, y la oración es 
esencial”.

La oficina del sínodo, la Red 
Mundial de Oración del Papa y la 
Unión Internacional de Superioras 
Generales se han unido, no solo 
para alentar las oraciones, sino 
para recopilarlas, compartirlas y 
construir una comunidad global de 
personas que oran por el sínodo.

Sus esfuerzos se basan en dos 
plataformas principales: una 
versión actualizada de Click to 
Pray, una aplicación y un sitio 
web administrado por la red de 
oración, y www.prayforthesynod.
va. Ambos fueron presentados el 
19 de octubre en una conferencia 
de prensa en el Vaticano.

Los superiores generales están 
solicitando oraciones para el síno-
do y su proceso de preparación 

a miembros de monasterios de 
mujeres y hombres y comunidades 
contemplativas. Hasta el 31 de 
octubre, esas oraciones se publi-
carán en el sitio web; a partir del 
1 de noviembre, cualquiera puede 
enviar una oración, dijo Patrizia 
Morgante, oficial de comunica-
ciones de la UISG. Las oraciones 
también 
se publi-
carán en 
la apli-
cación 
Click to 
Pray 2.0 y 
se pueden 
agregar a 
los sitios 
web de órdenes religiosas, parro-
quias o diócesis con un canal RSS.

Además de las oraciones para 
el sínodo, especialmente durante 
la fase preparatoria que comenzó 
a principios de octubre, la apli-
cación Click to Pray actualizada 
ha agregado funciones, incluidas 
notificaciones para que las perso-
nas puedan configurarlas para re-
cordarles que deben orar a la hora 
que elijan cada mañana, mediodía 
y noche.

Por Catholic News Service 
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Briefs

My summer vacation pod-
cast was the 2018 discussion 
between Bishop Barron and 
protestant evangelist William 
Lane Craig that confirmed for 
me how important beauty is to 
the Catholic Church. Bishop 
Barron contends that beauty is 
a doorway to Christianity, and 
subsequently, a means of evan-
gelization. 

This mystified Craig who 
displayed a protestant penchant 
for less is more. I followed up 
the “Word on Fire” podcast with 
a “The World Over with Ray-
mond Arroyo” interview with 
American musical artist, Dion, 
whose contributions to coun-
try, doo wop, pop, rock ‘n roll 
and the blues reaches back to 
the 1950s and endure today. 
Remember, “Abraham, Martin 
and John?” That’s Dion. (Coin-
cidentally, Dion sprinkles the 
entire interview with “It was 
beautiful,” “a thing of beauty,” 
“a thing of mystery and beauty 
and awe.”)

Arroyo’s interview was in-
spired by the release of Dion 
Dimucci’s 2020 album, “Blues 
with Friends.” The album fea-
tures 14 songs by Dimucci with 
artists that Raymond Arroyo 
characterizes as the “Mount 
Olympus” of American perform-
ers and contemporary artists 
such as Joe Bonamassa, Patty 
Scialfa, Paul Simon and Bruce 
Springsteen and more. This is 
not the first time iconic musi-
cians have collaborated. Think 
of the 1985 “We Are the World” 
effort to end famine in Africa by 
Harry Belafonte.

Deon Dimucci is no young 

kid. He is still playing and 
producing in his 80s with drive 
and enthusiasm. He openly dis-
cusses the failures of addiction 
and a business dispute that 
resulted in his termination from 
a contract with a major record 
company, but he almost speaks 
with awe when he recounts 
turning to God and asking God 
to take on his problems. When 
Arroyo asks Dion about his 
secret to survival, he points to 
God. “I’m a man of prayer,” he 
says with evident satisfaction.

I am not a musician, and be-
fore listening to this interview, 
I had only an acquaintance 
with Dion’s work. However, 
Dion’s zest for his work, his 
positive attitude and his open 
admiration for his peers had 
me hooked. I saw him as one of 
Bishop Barron’s “doorways to 
Christianity.” I was impressed 
that Dion had used his gifts to 
become successful and con-
tinued to learn and appreciate 
multiple styles of music. He was 
not above unabashedly admit-
ting his struggles and asking 
for God’s help. I related to his 
positive and joyful attitude 

because it reminded me of 
how good my life is when I focus 
on just doing and being my best 
self. I am a fan now because I 
want what he has.

Listeners, please join me for 
the Fall Radiothon, beginning 
at 8 a.m. on Nov. 11. Check our 
OKCR Facebook and Instagram 
pages for updates on the times 
for live interviews throughout 
the radiothon.

You can listen and call in 
your support Nov. 11-12 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. As a bonus, the 
radiothon also will be live on 
Saturday morning from 8 a.m. 
to Noon. Join me. It won’t be 
the same without you.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.org.

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 

perpetual adoration chapel in 
Oklahoma City dedicated to the 
protection of all life from concep-
tion until natural death is seeking 
more dedicated and substitute 
adorers. The chapel is located at 
6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. Con-
tact: Julie Mayfield (English), (405) 
413-0272; Maria Santana (Span-
ish), (405) 664-3052.

High school shadow visits
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School admissions office is hosting 
shadow visits on campus for 8th 
grade students. Schedule a visit 
or chat about admissions with 
MSM Director of Admissions Diane 
Floyd at dfloyd@mountstmary.
org. Early admissions applications 
open; MSM open house Nov. 14; 
early admissions applications clos-
es Dec. 1.

Turkey dinner – Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Altar Society 

in Kingfisher will be serving their 
annual turkey dinner beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Nov. 7 while supplies 
last. Drive-thru service only. Adult 
meals $15. Credit cards accepted. 
Contact the church office at (405) 
375-4616.

OKCR Fall Radiothon
The Oklahoma Catholic Radio 

Fall Radiothon is Nov. 11-13. 
Archbishop Coakley will be on 
the air at 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. on 
Nov. 11. To donate, call 1-833-
652-7234 or visit okcr.org/give.

Homeless Friends Day
Sr. BJ’s Pantry will host Home-

less Friends Day 8:30 a.m. – 11 
a.m. Nov. 13 at 819 N.W. 4 in 
Oklahoma City. The pantry will be 
giving away coats, jeans, socks, 
dog food, cat food, hygiene kits 
and the COVID-19 vaccine. 

An evening with Melissa Ohden
The Knights of Columbus #6478 

at St. John Nepomuk Catholic 
Church are hosting “An Evening 
with Melissa Ohden: Abortion Sur-
vivor” at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 13 in the 
Yukon Fine Arts Center. For free 
tickets visit yukonkofc.eventbrite.
com. Sponsor info: yukon.kofc@
gmail.com. Proceeds benefit the 
Knights’ pro-life billboard cam-
paign, Gateway Women’s Resource 
Center and The Center of Family 
Love.

Encounter with God’s Call
The Fall 2021 Encounter with 

God’s Call weekend is Nov. 13-15 
at Conception Seminary College 
in Conception, Mo. This is an 
opportunity to discern the call to 
priesthood and learn about college 
seminary life. The Spring 2022 
event is Feb. 26-28. Visit ewgc.org. 
Contact (660) 944-2987, ewgc@
conception.edu.

Fairfax Listening Session 
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indian 
Catholic Outreach office will host a 
Listening Session at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Fairfax on Nov. 
14 following the 9 a.m. Mass. The 
session will be held in the parish 
hall and is open to the public. The 
session is to provide a forum for 
people to discuss their experiences 
in former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma.

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Hearken Con-

tinually: A Primer on Discernment 
of God’s Will,” presented by Alex 
Schmipf is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Nov. 
20 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limit-
ed seating. Masks recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid; $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Feast Day Mass 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church will celebrate a St. Francis 
Xavier Feast Day Mass at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 3 at the plaza in downtown 
Sulphur. 

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is Dec. 3-5 in Oklaho-
ma City. This confidential healing 
retreat is for post-abortive women 
and men, and is a place where 
other people have been through 
similar pain. Call (405) 709-2714; 
E-mail: rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.
com.

Surviving Divorce class
A 13-week Surviving Divorce 

class will begin Dec. 7 at St. Mon-
ica Catholic Church in Edmond. 
Classes are 6:15 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
Tuesday evenings, and will help 
the newly separated, divorced 
and people struggling with issues 
many years later. Register at  
stmonica-edmond.org/
divorce-ministry.
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November

7     Thirty-Second Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

7     Daylight Saving Time ends.

7     Turkey dinner, 10: 30 a.m. 
       Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
       Church, 309 S. Main St., 
       Kingfisher. Cost $15.

7     Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
       High School open house, 1 
       p.m. - 3 p.m., 801 N.W. 50, 
       Oklahoma City.

7     St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
       Franciscan Fraternity of 
       Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
       - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
       (316) 558-0422.
 
7     Meeting of the Third Order 
       (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
       p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
       (St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
       105. Call John McClernon, 
       (405) 313-6611.

7     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-   
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041. 
       
9     The Dedication of the Lateran 
       Basilica.

10   Feast of St. Leo the Great.

10   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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Trey Welker 
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405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
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bobby.stevens@kofc.org 
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Chad McAuliff 
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Lance Dufour 
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4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
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405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 
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Mike Maggio  
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michael.maggio@kofc.org 
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Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
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Michael Dalby 
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michael.dalby@kofc.org 
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Knights of Columbus  
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        No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., 
        Sunnylane Family Recep-
        tion Center, 3900 S.E. 29, 
        Del City. Contact (405) 
        760-3886. Masks and social 
        distancing required.

11    Veterans Day.

11    Feast of St. Martin of Tours.

11    OKCR Fall Radiothon, Nov. 
        11-13. To donate, 1-833-652-
        7234; okcr.org/give.

11    Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine, (405) 314-5345. 
        
12    Feast of St. Josaphat.

12   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
        man. Contact Connie Lang, 
        (405) 249-1041.

13    Feast of St. Frances Xavier 
        Cabrini.

13    Encounter with God’s Call 
        weekend is Nov. 13-15, at 
        Conception Seminary College, 
        Conception, Mo. Visit ewgc.
        org.

13   Benedictine Oblates meeting, 
       11 a.m. - 1 p.m. via Zoom. 
       Contact Judith Martin, (405) 
       635-5665.
 
13   Bingo, 6:30 p.m., St. Paul the 
       Apostle Catholic Church, 3901 

       S. Sunnylane Rd., Del City.

13   An Evening with Melissa 
       Ohden: Abortion Survivor, 
       7:30 p.m., Yukon Fine Arts 
       Center. 

14   Thirty-Third Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

14   Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
       School Open House, 1 p.m. - 4 
       p.m., 2801 S. Shartel Ave., 
       OKC.

14   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041.       

15   Feast of St. Albert the Great.

16   Feast of St. Gertrude.

16   Feast of St. Margaret of 
       Scotland.

16   Serra Club of Oklahoma City    
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

16   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

17   Feast of St. Elizabeth of 
       Hungary.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus. Nine days of novenas 

       to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 

18   Feast of St. Rose Philippine.

18   The Dedication of the 
       Basilicas of Sts. Peter and 
       Paul.

18   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345.
 
19   Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
       Nov. 19-21, OKC. Contact, 
       rachel@cceok.org; (918) 512-
       1525.

19   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041.
 
20   Day of Reflection, 8:30 a.m. 
       - 3 p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
       1900 W. MacArthur St., 
       Shawnee. Contact retreats@
       monksok.org; (405) 878-5656.

20   Lay Missionaries of Charity,  
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
       of Calcutta, meeting, 10 a.m. 
       at Holy Innocents’ conference 
       room. Contact Toni Harrelson, 
       (405) 694-1292, tonimah@
       sbcglobal.net.

20   The Oklahoma City Commu-
       nity of Secular Carmelites    
       meeting, Little Flower, OKC. 
       Contact Vicky Caudell, (405) 
       637-4611.



SULPHUR – Dorothy Currie is a doting 
grandmother, a substitute religious education 
teacher and a member of the 
choir at Saint Francis Xavi-
er Catholic Church. She also 
served as a U.S. Marine. 

In the 1970s, Currie, who is 
originally from Hawaii, joined 
the Marines when she was age 
21. She had three uncles who 
fought in World War II, one of 
which lost his life in service.  

She said what attracted her 
to the Marines was the movie 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” and hear-
ing the Marine Corps Hymn.

“Both gave me goosebumps. 
I thought loyalty, service and 
honor were for me. It made me 
proud to be an American.” 

Currie served the Marines 
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.; 
Okinawa, Japan; and Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., and visited 
the Philippines until her medi-
cal retirement.   

She said the Marines helped 
shape who she is, and her faith 
helped guide her through a dif-
ficult period that included the 

loss of three infant children. 
“I always felt God had my back and was al-

ways in my heart,” she said.
Currie said she considers the parish congre-

gation like family, and Father Aaron Foshee, 
pastor, has made the parish a “home.” 

“I would like to extend a personal invitation 
for all to take part in the Holy Eucharist at our 
new communion rails. It is such a blessing 
to take a moment to thank God for his many 
gifts.”   

Rosalina Aglialoro-Holye, parish secretary at 
Saint Francis Xavier Cath-
olic Church, said Dorothy, 
“is so involved with the 
Church, she is a beautiful 
soul. … She does many 
small things around the 
church with great love.” 

Currie and her husband 
Larry have five children and 
six grandchildren. Larry is 
originally from Oklahoma 
and converted to Catholi-
cism in 2019. 

When asked if she rec-
ommends the U.S. Marine 
Corps for young people, 
especially young women, 
she said, “Yes! It makes you 
grow up and have a spirit of 
camaraderie that stays with 
you the rest of your life. I 
have the most wonderful 
memories of those days. 
Once a Marine, always a 
Marine. Semper Fi.”

Charles Albert is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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“Once a Marine, always a Marine”

God is calling men you know. Will you help them answer Him?

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Seminarian Education Fund 2021  |  Join Online: archokc.org/seminarianfund  •  Join by Phone: 405-709-2745

Please consider becoming a member of the Living Faith Society. Your monthly gift can be drafted directly from your checking account 
or a credit card. As a Living Faith Society member, you will receive the Living Faith Devotional Booklet four times a year with updates on 
how your gifts are allowing future priests to strengthen their faith and grow into passionate, faithful leaders. Please call or enroll online.

Veterans Day Nov. 11

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Dorothy Currie


