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Go Make Disciples

“The shepherd cannot run” 

See more Christmas traditions on p. 20

Saint Vincent de Paul Society members, 
Patti Crosby and Roy Symes, delivered 
gifts during Advent. Photo provided.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Many forms of 
charity take 

shape during the 
Christmas season

During Advent and Christmas 
seasons helping people in need 
has become part of our culture. 
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
works year-round to help those 
less fortunate or who are facing a 
food crisis. 

“There are so many things 
Christ taught about serving the 
poor, there is nothing we won’t try 
to help, all people have to do is 
call,” said Noreen Valadez, coun-
cil president of the archdiocesan 
council of Oklahoma City.

“Each conference responds to 
the needs of the individual com-
munity. Funding is primarily 
from the local parish. All money 
given by the parish, by friends of 
Saint Vincent de Paul from other 
churches, the community or from 
memorial gifts go directly to help 
people in need.” 

Since no one agency can handle 

continued on page 7

“A silly but much-loved Christmas 
tradition at Father Zak Boazman’s 
house stems from his mother (me) 
buying little things throughout the 
year when they were on sale. These 
were things I thought would be fun or 
that family members would need. They 
were cheap little gifts, so inexpensive 
or insignificant it would be embarrass-
ing for anyone to really give them as a 
gift at Christmas. I would save them up 
throughout the year and at Christmas 
I would wrap them up as gifts from 
the family dog, Mayzie. Even though 
Mayzie isn’t with the Boazman family 
anymore, the tradition continues. At 
the Boazman family Christmas gather-
ings, the celebration would not be the 
same without gifts from Mayzie!”

Janette Boazman

Boazman family

A Christmas letter from Bl. Stanley Rother

Each year, Blessed Stanley sent a Christmas letter for publication 
in the two Oklahoma newspapers: The Sooner Catholic of Oklahoma 
City and the Eastern Oklahoma Catholic of Tulsa. 

This unusually frank and haunting letter places side-by-side  
feelings of Christmas cheer with the violence happening to the people 
of Santiago Atitlán.

continued on page 10
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For the people who are 
unable to be with family 
and friends on Christmas, 
may they know they are not 
forgotten and are embraced 
by God’s love. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

a Become a seminarian 
pen pal! Our seminarians are 
away from home for months 
at a time during their forma-
tion. While at seminary, they 
would like to hear from peo-
ple back home in Oklahoma! 
To become a Seminarian Pen 
Pal, go online to archokc.org/
penpal, find their addresses 
and write a note.

a Shrine webcam! Watch 
construction of the Bl. Stan-
ley Rother Shrine on a live 
webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“O Come All Ye Faithful” is one of our most be-
loved Christmas carols. We repeat its joyful refrain 
throughout the hymn, “O come, let us adore him.” 
Christmas invites all the faithful to a renewed spirit 
of adoration and wonder before the mystery we cele-
brate: the Word has become flesh. 

God has become a man born of the Virgin Mary. His 
name is Jesus. He has been born for us and for our 
salvation in the silence and poverty of the stable at 
Bethlehem. The concrete reality of this astonishing 
mystery is illustrated poignantly in Bethlehem where 
pilgrims find a plaque on the earth in the Church of 
the Nativity announcing, “The Word was made flesh 
here!” 

God’s humility, which is displayed so poignantly in 
the manger where the infant Jesus was laid by Mary, 
evokes astonish-
ment and brings 
our restless hearts 
to silence as we 
ponder such a 
great and unex-
pected gift. The 
Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 
teaches, “No one, 
shepherd or wise 
man, can approach 
God here below 
except by kneeling 
before the manger 
at Bethlehem and 
adoring him hidden 
in the weakness of 
a newborn child” 
(CCC 563).

Wonders abound 
in the beautiful 
Gospel narratives 
of the Christmas 
season! Angels ap-
pear by night and 
announce the birth 
of Jesus to sleepy 
shepherds as they 
keep watch in their 
fields and proclaim to them tidings of great joy. God 
has sent a savior and messiah to deliver his people! 

The shepherds, in turn, glorify and praise God for 
all that they are privileged to see and hear. At another 
place, a miraculous star appears and guides the three 
wise men who bring their gifts from afar and pay 
homage to the newborn king. Joseph is mysteriously 
and powerfully silent throughout these events as he 
submits himself in humble obedience to God’s plan. 
And, Mary ponders all these things in her heart. The 

mystery of Bethlehem 
invites us to adoration. 

It is significant that 
Bethlehem, the place 
of Jesus’ birth, means 
“house of bread.” Jesus 
comes to nourish the 
world by giving him-
self for the life of the 
world. Years later he 
proclaims, “I AM the bread of life.” Jesus continues 
to give himself for us and for our salvation each time 
the Paschal Mystery is celebrated at Mass. He contin-
ues to nourish us in Holy Communion and to dwell 
among us truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Bethlehem is our first school of faith. The school of 
Bethlehem invites 
us to learn the 
lesson of adora-
tion and humility. 
It begins at the 
manger where 
Mary and Joseph 
are our teachers. 
As we ponder with 
them the mystery 
of the Word-made-
flesh, we find that 
our hunger for the 
Eucharist and our 
desire to encounter 
and adore Jesus 
deepens. 

As we are drawn 
more deeply into 
friendship with 
Jesus through mo-
ments of adoration 
and our regular 
participation in the 
Eucharist, our lives 
become increas-
ingly eucharistic. 
Our encounter with 
God’s mercy fills 
us to the point of 

overflowing joy and gratitude. We discover that what 
we have received as a gift we need to give as a gift. We 
become missionary disciples of mercy for others. 

All these mysteries converge beautifully in the 
Eucharistic liturgy, the Mass, which is the source 
and summit of our lives. As we celebrate the birth 
of Christ this Christmas season be assured of my 
prayers and a daily remembrance at Mass for you 
and your loved ones throughout the New Year. God is 
with us!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

With Mary and Joseph at Bethlehem

O God, 
whose mighty Son was 
born in Bethlehem those 

days long ago, lead us to 
that same poor place, where 
Mary laid her tiny child. 
As we look in wonder and 
praise, make us welcome 
him in all new life, see him 

in the poor, and care for his 
handiwork the earth, the 

sky and the sea. 
O God, bless us again in 

your great love. We pray 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Dec. 21 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Dec. 21 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Dec. 21 – CPC staff Christmas party lunch, Noon, CPC
Dec. 21 – Priest Personnel Board meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
Dec. 23 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC
Dec. 23 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
Dec. 29 – Seminarian Christmas party, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Jan. 3-7 – Region X Bishops’ Retreat, San Antonio 
Jan. 9 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan
Jan. 11 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC 
Jan. 11 – CPC all staff meeting, 12:30 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 13 – School Mass, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 8:15 a.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
Jan. 13 – Oklahoma Faith Leaders luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Oklahoma Baptists offices, OKC 
Jan. 13 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 14 – Oklahoma Catholic Conference annual meeting, 1 p.m., CPC (and virtual)

December 19, 2021   3Sooner Catholic

St. Gregory’s Abbey receives novice

Dec. 12 is the Feast Day of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. In honor of Our Lady’s ap-
pearance to Saint Juan Diego in 1531, the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine has a repli-
ca of the original Tepeyac Hill in Mexico. 

Tepeyac, which means “hilltop,” will 
provide an amazing view of the shrine. Vis-
itors will be able to climb the Tepeyac and 
pray. Designs for the statues of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and Saint Juan Diego have 
been selected so stay tuned!

Happy Feast Day to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe! 

Photo Jurl Welchel with Graco Roofing

Rother shrine update

Kyle A. Hankins was received into the St. Gregory’s Abbey community as a novice on Dec. 7. Photo Br. George Hubl, O.S.B.

SHAWNEE – Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey received Kyle A. Hankins 
into the community as a novice 
on Dec. 7.  He received the name 
“Brother Matthew” during the 
ceremony. 

Rt. Rev. Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., abbot of Saint Gregory’s, 
explained, “In sacred scripture 
we read that God often bestows a 
new name upon individuals who 
are called to a change of direc-
tion in response to divine grace. 
Monastic tradition continues this 
practice to remind us each day of 
our response to God’s call. A new 
name also gives us a patron saint 

whom we can invoke and imitate.” 
Brother Matthew is named for 

Saint Matthew the Apostle and 
Evangelist.

Brother Novice Matthew was 
born and raised in Chickasha and 
was an active member of Holy 
Name of Jesus Catholic Church. 
He was a member of the parish 
choir, participated in the par-
ish evangelization team and is 
a Fourth Degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

He also volunteered in several 
service organizations in the Chick-
asha community and recently 
was active with the Gospel of Life 

School and communities in Moore 
and Oklahoma City.

The novitiate is a period of one 
year of intense study, formation 
and discernment. Novices at Saint 
Gregory’s Abbey study sacred 
scripture, monastic spirituali-
ty and history, the Rule of Saint 
Benedict, Church liturgy and other 
courses in human development. 
Novices participate in the full 
common life of the monastic com-
munity and are assigned various 
forms of work. Toward the end of 
the novitiate year, a novice may 
petition to profess temporary vows 
as a member of the community.

Statement by 
Archbishop Coakley 
on the execution of 
Bigler Stouffer on 

Dec. 9

“The dignity of human life 
must never be undermined 
even in the case of someone 
who has done great evil. The 
death penalty does little to 
heal the wounds of grief and 
loss, and only perpetuates 
the violence we are seeking to 
eradicate. Oklahoma’s leaders 
must begin a conversation 
about how capital punish-
ment aligns with our pro-life 
values. Please pray for the 
innocent victims of this crime 
and for the soul of the con-
demned.”

“Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

Jan. 4 and 5: Fr. Nabil Moannas, 
pastor, Our Lady of Lebanon, 
Norman (Maronite Rite) 
Jan. 11 and 12: Lou Wise, RCIA 
instructor, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society past president, Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City
Jan. 18 and 19: Jerry Lang, 
retired assistant principal, All 
Saints Catholic School, Norman
Jan. 25 and 26: Juan Valarde, 
catechist, St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church, Sulphur

“Make Straight the Way” broad-
casts on Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays at 
3:30 p.m. Tune in at okcr.org.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Throughout the colorful 
history of the Church in 
Oklahoma, there have 

been esteemed clerics whose 
life and work were powerful 
witnesses to a life of service. 
Others have labored quietly in 
the vineyard serving with little 
adulation but humbly seek-
ing to be Christ to others. Still 
another category is those who 
acquired some noteworthy ac-
complishments but who could 
best be described as “difficult.” 
Monsignor John (Jean) Metter 
most assuredly would fit snugly 
into this category.

Born in Alsace-Lorraine, 
which was a disputed area 
that changed national identity 
between France and Germany 
three times between 1870 and 
1945, he came to Oklahoma to 
be ordained for the Vicariate of 
Oklahoma in 1894, the third 
priest ordained for the territory.

Full of zeal and energy as well 
as a blazing temper, he began 
his career as an assistant in 
Guthrie and was then assigned 
to build a larger church in Nor-
man. Dedicated to Saint Joseph 
and Saint Patrick in 1898, it 
has been reported that parishio-
ners preferred Saint Joseph and 
a large donor’s choice was Saint 
Patrick. Saint Joseph became 
the patron of choice and has 
been known as such since the 
second church’s dedication.

Father Metter was named a 
domestic prelate (monsignor) 
in 1900 at the ripe old age of 
29. Normally, this comes on the 
recommendation of the bishop, 
but Metter had friends in Rome 
who arranged his appointment. 

Bishop Meerschaert 
was not pleased and 
was amazed when he 
learned of the papal 

honor. It is still un-
clear as to how Metter 
managed to perpe-
trate this feat.

He would remain 
pastor of Norman 
for the duration of 
his priestly life. He 
started an elemen-
tary school in 1898 
and a high school in 
1909 staffed by the 
Benedictine Sisters of 
Guthrie. 

While achieving 
success on many lev-
els, his skills with hu-
manity were at times 
lacking. There were 
confrontations be-
tween Metter and his 
bishop as well as the 
Benedictine Sisters. 
He became embroiled 
in a dispute (large-
ly of his doing) with 
the sisters, which led to their 
departure in 1914. He also had 
no interest in ministering to the 
students and faculty of the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. Because of 
his refusal, Bishop Meerschaert 
was livid. From the bishop: “It 
is clear that the pastor’s reason 
for refusing to look after the 
students is as much the desire 
to injure the bishop as to avoid 
responsibility.”

He did not remove him as pas-
tor because of his ecclesiastical 
rank and, in kindness, did not 
want him to be humiliated by 
being sent to a smaller parish 
after 25 years in Norman. 

Oddly, as difficult as he could 
be sometimes, most in his par-
ish were loyal to him and even 
the bishop begrudgingly ac-
knowledged his competence as a 
pastor. 

Monsignor Metter also will 

be remembered as a signifi-
cant part of Oklahoma history 
due to his involvement in the 
Sacramental Wine Case. The 
Bone-Dry Law that was passed 
in 1917 prohibited any alcohol 
in Oklahoma. Monsignor Metter 
arrived at the Santa Fe station 
to retrieve a case of sacramental 
wine. He was denied delivery. 
The court case went all the way 
to the Oklahoma Supreme Court 
and smacked of anti-Catholi-
cism. Thankfully, the Church 
won, and alcohol was allowed 
for religious purposes.

After a life of priestly minis-
try and maintaining a general 
tendency toward an ill-tempered 
nature, Monsignor John Metter 
passed away at the age of 53 in 
1923. His challenging personal-
ity but surprising effectiveness 
made him one of the most com-
plex figures in the early Oklaho-
ma Church.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Monsignor John (Jean) Metter 

On Dec. 3 
Archbishop 
Coakley met 
with the 5A 
state cham-
pion volley-
ball team 
from Mount 
St. Mary 
Catholic 
High School 
and Coach 
of the Year 
James Ward. 

Photo Diane 
Clay/Sooner 
Catholic.

December 19, 2021    5Sooner Catholic

Shattuck parishioners celebrate history, 
Christmas season on Main Street

SHATTUCK – Every night from Christmas Eve 
throughout the Christmas season parishioners 
at Holy Name Catholic Church leave the light’s 
on in the picturesque church as a sign to those 
passing by of God’s presence within, and as 
a means of proclaiming the Gospel without 
words.

In a small town of approximately 1,300 
people, there are 10 active churches of various 
denominations, but the 
Catholic church is the only 
one on Main Street, which 
also is State Highway 283.  

The original church 
was founded in 1905 and 
was originally named 
Saint James. It was a tiny 
frame building heated by 
a pot belly stove that altar 
servers kept stoked from a 
coal bin in the floor. Those 
sitting close to the stove 
were always too warm and 
those across the room were 
still uncomfortably cold. 
At first, they borrowed 
benches from the local bar, 
but soon replaced them 
with homemade, straight-
backed bench “pews.” The 
parish still has three of 
those benches they use in 
the parish hall for extra 
seating along the walls. 

In the early 1950s, Fa-
ther John Marquardt, a 
Glenmary Missioner from 
Chicago, came to Oklaho-
ma and in June of 1953 
was appointed pastor over 
the churches of Buffalo 
and Shattuck. He quickly 
started a campaign to raise 
funds to build a new church building in Shat-
tuck. Besides other ways of fundraising, the 
women of the parish sold tickets to formal din-
ners they provided using the local VFW build-
ing for lack of a parish hall. The menu was 
extra special, and the tables were set with linen 
tablecloths, fine china, crystal and real silver-
ware owned by one of the ladies of the parish. 

It was a very popular event and a sell-out 
every time.  Monsignor Martin Nealis of Chi-
cago, through a large donation to the Catholic 

Extension Society from his family, obtained 
matching funds for the construction of the new 
church in Shattuck. One condition the Nealis 
family placed on the matching funds was that 
the name be changed to Holy Name Catholic 
Church, the same name as their home parish 
in Chicago. 

Holy Name Catholic Church in Shattuck was 
dedicated on May 31, 1955, by Bishop Mc-
Guinness. It was the year of the church’s 50th 
anniversary.

In the early years, it was served by priests 
from El Reno coming by train and later by 

priests assigned to Woodward or Buffalo, 60 
miles away. The priests often had to spend the 
night in Shattuck so the sacristy in the new 
church was built large enough to be furnished 
with a desk, bookcase, sleeper sofa and a 
shower in the bathroom.

The altar area has been renovated once soon 
after Vatican Council II when the communion 
rail was removed and the altar moved away 
from the wall. In 1989, a non-Catholic man 
from a neighboring community in Texas walked 

into a parishioner’s fabric store and wrote a 
check to Holy Name for $10,000 in honor of 
his deceased wife. She was a Catholic who had 
been ill and unable to attend Mass for a very 
long time.

Father Phil Creider, pastor at the time, had 
driven to Texas to provide the man’s wife with 
a Catholic burial. Father Creider and parish-
ioners decided to use the gift for stained glass 
windows.

Seven windows depict the Sacraments while 
the remaining two show symbols of Saint 
James (seashells) and Holy Name (the IHS). The 

chalice in the window 
of the Holy Eucha-
rist is patterned after 
Father Creider’s own 
chalice. The window 
of the Sacrament of 
Penance nearest the 
still existing original 
confessional is chains 
broken by a set of 
keys. 

Sitting in the 
“nave” of the church 
and contemplating 
the church as the 
“barque of Peter” 
people recognize 
that each sacrament 
depicted in stained 
glass is highlighted 
by a circular field of 
mostly lighter blue 
glass. Viewed as a 
whole, they look very 
much like the portals 
of a ship. The lower 
portion of each win-
dow is a deep marine 
blue.

In 1990, a few 
months after the win-
dows were installed, a 
large tornado trav-
eled the full length of 

Shattuck’s main street without fully touching 
down. Its tail flipped back and forth alternate-
ly destroying buildings on both sides of the 
street. Thankfully, Holy Name was spared. The 
roof of the church was lifted slightly and some 
shingles were blown off, but it sat back down 
perfectly in place. Some of the church windows 
were chipped by flying debris but the original 
artist repaired them by removing the sections 
of glass that were damaged and replacing 
them.

By Debbie Kelln 
For the Sooner Catholic

Holy Name Catholic Church in Shattuck is lit during the Vigil Mass of the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. Parishioners made sure it was lighted again during the Shattuck Community Christmas 
Parade down Main Street on the feast day, Dec. 8. Photo Jessica Kelln.

Mount student awarded academic 
honors from national program

Mount St. Mary Catholic School 
student, Michelle Sumazza, 
earned academic honors from the 
College Board National Recogni-
tion Programs. These programs 
grant underrepresented students 
with academic honors that can 
be included on college and schol-
arship applications and connect 
students with universities across 
the country. Colleges and schol-

arship programs identify students 
awarded National African Amer-
ican, Hispanic, Indigenous and/
or Rural/Small Town Recognition 
through College Board’s Student 
Search Service.

“We are very proud of Michelle 
for her achievements in the 
classroom and on College Board 
assessments,” Principal Talita 
DeNegri said. 

Eligible students must have at 
least a 3.5 grade point average 
and excel on the PSAT/NMSQT 
or PSAT 10 or earn a score of 3 or 
higher on two or more AP exams.

Students will be invited to apply 
during their sophomore or junior 
year. Students will receive their 
awards in time to include them 
on their college and scholarship 
applications.Michelle Sumazza
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Parishioners at St. 
Patrick Catholic Church 
in Anadarko held the 
fourth annual “Change 
for Christmas” collec-
tions. Participants raised 
more than $2,600. 
Religious education stu-
dents and parents went 
shopping for gifts to 
give to the local office of 
the state Department of 
Human Services. Photo 
provided.

The inaugural “¡Misa! ¡Mesa! ¡Musa!” patronal feast day celebration at St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church was held Dec. 3 in 
downtown Sulphur. Photos provided.

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Tonkawa and St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Blackwell celebrated the Year of St. 
Joseph with parish luncheons on Nov. 14 and Dec. 5. 
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In Tonkawa, prizes were handed out, including to ev-
eryone with the name Joseph and the person who had 
been a parishioner the longest. Photos provided.

To send photos, event 
information or story 
ideas, e-mail 
communications@
archokc.org.

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul chapter at St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church participated in the Sulfur Christmas parade on Nov. 29. Photos 
provided.

Students and the Performing Arts Department at Mount St. Mary High School 
spent December putting on multiple performances of “It’s Yuletide, Charlie 
Brown!” It was the first collaboration for the music and drama programs. 
Photos provided.
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all requests at Christmas time, the Vincentians 
partner with other Catholic organizations such 
as Knights of Columbus, Catholic Charities 
and Street People Ministry. In addition, local 
parish partners work to help with the huge 
demand.   

A 10-year tradition, the giving tree program, 
has been established with the Vincentians and 
the parishioners of Saint John Nepomuk Cath-
olic Church in Yukon. In Lawton, for more than 
a decade, Vincentians deliver 15 food baskets 
to families in need. In addition, they deliver 15 
food baskets to Catholic Charities in Lawton 
for families.  

Valadez said the Norman conferences serve 
their families in need with gift cards. At Saint 
Mark Catholic Church, the gift cards were 
donated by an anonymous Vincentian, while 
Saint Thomas More Catholic Church has gift 
cards donated by the pastor and parishioners.

In Harrah/McCloud, the Saint Teresa of Avila 
conference and Knights of Columbus Council 
#4592 partnered to have an Angel Tree pro-
gram for more than 70 children. The Saint 
Andrew Catholic Church conference in Moore 
supported the parishes’ Street People Ministry 
program, which provides winter clothing.  

Parishioners at the Church of the Epiphany 
of the Lord, Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, and Saint Philip Neri Catholic Church, 

support the 
Saint Vincent 
de Paul confer-
ences by pro-
viding Christ-
mas meals to 
families and 
food baskets. 
The Vincen-
tians at Holy 
Spirit Catho-
lic Church in 
Mustang deliver 
gift bags and 
sing Christmas 
carols at the 
low-income 
senior apart-
ments.

“More and 
more of our 
neighbors in 
need are ‘new-
ly poor,’ and 
asking for help 
from strang-
ers or applying 
for assistance 
is something 
they never, ever saw themselves doing, and it’s 
hard for them,” Valadez said. “We are answer-
ing a call to be the hands and feet of Christ on 
Earth.”  

Find more information at svdpokc.org or con-
tact Noreen Valadez at (405) 706-7069,  
oklahomacitysvdp@gmail.com.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 

Mercy Oklahoma City named a best hospital 
for maternity care

Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City has 
been named a “Best Hospital for Ma-
ternity” by U.S. News & World Report 

for its dedication to providing high quality, safe 
delivery experiences for mothers and babies. 
Mercy is the only hospital in Oklahoma City to 
receive this recognition. 

This is the second independent organization 
this year to name Mercy Oklahoma City a “best 
maternity hospital.” 

Mercy Oklahoma City is one of the 237 hos-
pitals on the U.S. News & World Report inau-
gural ranking of “Best Hospitals for Maternity.” 
That places Mercy among the top 10 percent of 

more than 2,700 hospitals across the country 
that offer maternity services.

Earlier this year, Newsweek and The Leap-
frog Group, an independent watchdog group, 
together named Mercy in Oklahoma City to its 
list of “Best Maternity Hospitals” for 2021.

“Our Mercy Birthplace team is laser focused 
on best practices and the needs of our patients, 
and this recognition as a best maternity hospital 
reflects their dedication,” said Dr. Chad Smith, 
Mercy OB-GYN and chief medical officer.

“Our care team provides compassionate care 
and a special experience for patients welcoming 
babies into the world which has led to expo-

nential growth in the number of moms choos-
ing to deliver at Mercy.”

The hospital’s labor and delivery and postpar-
tum services have been at capacity for years, 
limiting Mercy’s ability to serve more patients. 
Work is underway on the new Love Family 
Women’s Center on the campus of Mercy Hos-
pital Oklahoma City. The 175,000-square-foot, 
four-story facility, expected to open in fall 2023, 
will serve women and children. When construc-
tion is complete, the facility will have a total of 
73 patient rooms, increasing the capacity for 
deliveries by 40 percent.

For more information, visit mercy.net.

continued from page 1

Saint Vincent de Paul Society members Mike Mullen, Keith Lindsay, David Lovell,  
continue the tradition of helping others. Photo provided. 
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AN EASY GIVING TOOL
Qualified Charitable Distributions from a 
traditional IRA offer an easy way to support 
your favorite Catholic church, school, or ministry.

IRA owners who are 70 1/2 or older can use their 
Qualified Charitable Distribution to make gifts to a
charity without that amount counting as taxable income.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma can help with this.

For more information, visit: www.cfook.org/qcd
or contact Owen Canfield at 405-721-4115 or
ocanfield@cfook.org

Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Oklahoma City held an Our Lady of Guada-
lupe celebration Dec. 10 and 11. Photos Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic. 
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Catholic Charities taking donations for tornado relief

Catholic Charities USA is accepting donations at 
catholiccharitiesusa.org. The site has a button to hit to 
donate for tornado relief.

The tornadoes swept across the South and Midwest 
Dec. 10. On Dec. 14, authorities said at least 70 peo-
ple were dead in Kentucky; six died when a tornado 
hit an Amazon warehouse in Illinois; four were dead 
in Tennessee; two in Arkansas; and one in Missouri. 
Mississippi also got hit. Towns were leveled and tens of 
thousands of people remained without power.

Susan Montalvo-Gesser, director of Catholic Charities 
of Diocese of Owensboro, Kentucky, said the agency 
had been in the process of resettling Afghan refugees 
when the storms hit. She called the group’s natural 
leader and asked him to convey to the others that she 
would have to redirect efforts toward the storm.

“His response floored me,” she said in a post on the 
Catholic Charities USA site. “He said, ‘Ms. Susan, I led 
a team for the International Red Cross in Afghanistan 
and Yemen. I’ve led teams responding to landslides, 
earthquakes and floods. Give me a vest and put me to 
work. I can help. A lot of us can help.

“That was early Saturday morning,” Montalvo-Gess-
er. “I knew then that Emmanuel was present in (his) 
response. The refugees had been through ‘hell’ and 
wanted to assist their new neighbors. Since then, I 
have received many more messages from Afghans not 
yet in their own homes who want to assist.”

People walk through debris in Mayfield, Ky., Dec. 13, after tornadoes ripped through several 
U.S. states. CNS photo/Cheney Orr, Reuters.

By Catholic News Service 

Nearly 2 million pilgrims visited the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Mexico City

MEXICO CITY – Almost 2 million pilgrims 
visited the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico City between Dec. 1 and her Solemnity 
on Dec. 12, the Mexico City government report-
ed.

The exact number to visit the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe during that period was 
1,929,115 visitors.

As part of the “Welcome Pilgrim” operation, 
coordinated by the authorities, more than 
9,000 civil servants from Mexico City were de-
ployed, including police, rescuer workers, med-
ical emergency units, firefighters, and others.

The Archbishop Primate of Mexico, Cardinal 
Carlos Aguiar Retes, offered the tradition-
al Mass of the Roses in the basilica at noon 
Dec.12  

The cardinal said in his homily that “Mary 
is the Mother of the Church, Our Mother” and 

that “she has wanted to continue expressing 
her love, as Mother of the Church, which is 
why she came to Mexico, to seek us out in or-
der to express her love to all of her children.”

Unlike 2020, this year pilgrims were once 
again allowed to enter the basilica and health 
safety precautions were observed to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.

Among the measures coordinated between 
the civil and ecclesiastical authorities were 
the required use of masks and that spending 
the night in the area surrounding the Marian 
shrine was prohibited.

The traditional “Mañanitas,” a well-known 
Mexican song to the Virgin of Guadalupe, was 
not performed in person with the faithful, but 
was pre-recorded and shown on social media.

For the celebration of the midnight Mass, the 
basilica encouraged the faithful to send photo-
graphs and candles to symbolize their presence 
in the church.

The Archdiocese of Mexico said that more 
than 1,400 photos and more than 1,400 can-

dles were placed in the shrine.
The solemnity commemorates the apparition 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Juan Diego, an 
Aztec convert to Catholicism, in 1531.

Our Lady of Guadalupe made a request for a 
church to be built on the site where she ap-
peared on Tepeyac, a hill northwest of what is 
now Mexico City.

As a sign for the bishop, she left an image of 
herself imprinted miraculously on his tilma, 
a poor quality cactus cloth. The tilma should 
have deteriorated within a few decades, yet it 
shows no sign of decay after over 490 years. To 
this day it defies all scientific explanations of 
its origin.

The apparition and its miraculous Marian 
image led to mass conversions of native Ameri-
can communities to Catholicism.

The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexico City is the most visited Marian shrine 
in the world. The annual number of visitors 
to the basilica is second only to Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in Vatican City.

By David Ramos 
Catholic News Agency
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Merry Christmas! Peace in 1981!
May this holiday season be one of peace and love for all our friends. This year 

of 1980 has indeed been different here in our parish in Santiago Atitlán, Guate-
mala. The pre-Lent and Lenten seasons were normal. We suspended baptisms 
during all of Lent and gave the catechists an intensive course on the sacrament, 
the responsibility of both the parents and godparents etc. Parents and godpar-
ents are now given a lot more preparation and it is done by zones in town. 

We had the pleasure of having Cliff and Gertrude Sousa of Bartlesville here for 
Holy Week and two weeks after Easter. They contributed their talents to vari-
ous necessities such as maintenance and painting and also had time to take 
lots of pictures and watch the local ceremonies. We appreciate their efforts to 
tell about our work here in the 3-part series in the “Eastern Okla. Catholic” and 
their talks and slide shows to varied groups. Also during the summer, Sisters 
Charlotte Rohr and Marian Wilson spent six weeks in the missions and we thank 
them for their help in the baptism index and getting the altar linens better orga-
nized. 

The retableau was finished on schedule but the pictures and article that I 
promised haven’t been realized. I guess I am waiting for an expert such as Fr. 
Monahan to come down here and do the job for me. Don’t you have a vacation 
planned in this direction in the near future? 

The parish hall is still in limbo, has not yet surfaced. We have bought the steel 
structure, have ordered and paid for the doors and windows, and have much of 
the steel we need, but haven’t actually started building. We presented a petition 
to Adveniat (German bishops), and they promised us $22,000 and have given 
us the first half of the money. We are just not sure what to do with our present 
situation.

In most areas it is generally difficult to get the services of religious. In early 
May I had the pleasant surprise of a group of religious that actually came and 
asked for a place to work. After some quick arrangements and stretching the 
permission a little, they moved into their convent in early September. They are 
seven professed Indian Sisters, Missionary Carmelites of St. Teresa, along with 
a Mexican Sister and a Guatemalan as directors. Most of their work will be with 
the women, girls, the sick, alphabetization, catechism, liturgical music, banners, 
etc. The Sisters have been victims of local thieves already, twice. Once the thief 
actually crawled thru a first-floor window into the Chapel. The convent and rec-
tory are gradually being made more secure and are getting to look like a maxi-
mum security complex.

I am sure that many of you have heard rumors and saw articles about our area 
during the past month or two. Some is true, sad to say, some exaggerated, some 
false and some that hasn’t been told. The purported reason for the presence of 
the army in our immediate area is to drive out and protect us from communist 
guerrillas. But there aren’t any around here. A group did come into town in early 
June for about 2 hours and made some promises to those who were around. 
There seemed to be interest on the part of some in their presence here. So far 
we have ten men that have disappeared. The director of the radio was one of the 
first and then later the station was broken into and looted. There is no set pat-
tern for those being taken. In our town are a number of informers who are paid 
by the authorities to be spies etc. They are paid for names turned in if these are 
later captured. The denunciations are sometimes because of envy, vengeance 
or just downright greed. A good friend of mine just happened to be in the wrong 
place when several others were picked up. He left a wife and three children. The 
wife and one child have active TB and the baby is only six-weeks-old. Another 
man left seven children. 

The Sisters, the other priest and myself have not been threatened. My associ-
ate has felt that he has been followed etc. but no direct threats. We have to be 
careful where we go and what we say to anyone. A nice compliment was given 
to me recently when a supposed leader in the Church and town was complain-
ing that “Father is defending the people.” He wants me deported for my sin. 

This is one of the reasons I have for staying in the face of physical harm. The 
shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger. Pray for us that we may be a 
sign of the love of Christ for our people, that our presence among them will for-
tify them to endure these sufferings in preparation for the coming of the King-
dom. Thanks to all for your support and prayers for us in the past weeks and 
months, 

“Peace”
Stanley F. Rother  
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Demolition began at 620 N. Custer in Weatherford to make room for a future Catholic student center near the campus of 
Southwestern Oklahoma State University. To help build the center or to stay connected, e-mail swosucatholic@gmail.com, 
follow @swosucatholic on Instagram or SWOSU Catholic Alumni and Friends on Facebook, or visit swosucatholic.org/give. 
Photos provided. 

Students and the Fine Arts Department at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School will present the Holly Jolly Follies via social media 
posts Dec. 18-23. The 5-minute to 7-minute video posts will feature performances from band, orchestra, choir, dance, drama, and speech 
and debate. 

DanceVisions company presented its annual Dancing with the Irish Stars Dec. 9. In addition to the competition, the evening featured 
performances from DanceVisions, the Tai Chi class, and the Dance I and Dance III classes.

On Nov. 18, the cast of “Lucky Stiff” took the stage for the musical, which follows Harry Witherspoon’s journey from England to Monte 
Carlo. 

Junior Julia Coats and her mother, 
math teacher Danielle Coats, showed 
off their first-place trophy for “Danc-
ing with the Irish Stars.” 

Juniors Kate Schomas and Price  
Collier display their first-place award 
at “Dancing with the Irish Stars.” 

Gathered around “the stiff” are cast members from the musical “Lucky Stiff:” 
Banton Ward, Amy Schoelen, Lillian Kobzdej, Price Collier, Lilianna Gavula 
and Hutton Rhoades. Photos provided.

Parishioners 
at St. Rose of 
Lima Cath-
olic Church 
in Perry held 
an Our Lady 
of Guadalupe 
celebration 
on Dec. 12. 
Photos   
provided.

To send photos, event 
information or story 
ideas, e-mail 
communications@
archokc.org.

A friend of mine recently observed that I 
am “always” recommending a new book. He 
seemed annoyed, but it was a somewhat hu-
morous jibe that’s true. I am typically reading 
two or three books at a time, often struggling 
to remember where I was in each of them. 
And, on the other side of a good read, I do find 
myself wanting to share what I have read with 
others. It’s kind of like evangelization. How 
could we help but share the great gift that we 
have received! (I Cor. 9:16).

If you’re still looking for a stocking stuffer, 
here’s a great idea! One book I have been 
reading the past year or so has been remark-
able, “From Christendom to Apostolic Mission” 
(University of Mary, Bismarck, N.D.). I’ve talked 
about it in this column numerous times. I’ve 
given away a lot of books in my life, but never 
a couple thousand copies like I have with this 
book. 

I have found the articulation of our current 
reality to be profoundly accurate and insight-
ful. The state of the world, of the Church, and 
even the condition of the individual person. 
The premise of the book is that we are at a ma-
jor turn in history from an era of Christendom 
to an era of apostolic times.

We have seen this shift happening for years, 
but the full decline is gaining momentum 
rapidly these days. We are finding our modern 
culture to be one almost completely devoid 
of the Christian roots that used to be taken 
for granted. A Christian today is going to find 
themselves in an environment of increasing 
hostility toward the faith similar to the times 
of the early Church, which was another era 
of history that could be labeled an “apostolic 
time.” Jesus was born into such a time. His 
birth, you could say, launched the first apos-
tolic time and altered the course of history.

One of the unique characteristics of these 
apostolic times throughout the history of the 
Church is the incredible outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit that typically marks them. Jesus’ birth 
was the result of one of these outpourings over 
Mary. 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the most high will overshadow you” 
(Luke 1:35). Pentecost would have been the 
second outpouring. The New Testament is filled 
with more stories of such power – the power of 
God, manifested through the Holy Spirit. If we 
are indeed moving into a new era of apostolic 

times, this is one of the things we should be 
expecting. 

Apostolic times call for a great shift from 
maintenance to mission, and the primary 
driving force of that mission is the Holy Spirit: 
unique gifts and charisms for evangelization, 
signs of power and healing, powerful conver-
sions and forgiveness of sins, etc. In a world 
that is growing increasingly darker, these are 
exactly the kinds of things that are needed!

As this Advent Season comes to an end and 
we get ready to celebrate the mystery of Christ-
mas and the birth of Christ, let this power have 
its full effect on you! Just as Jesus was born, 
he desires a “new birth” for all of us. For each 
of us, there was an effect in our baptism that 
needs to have an “adult awakening,” a second 
birth you could say. This is what Jesus was 
talking about with Nicodemus in the third 
chapter of John’s Gospel.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). 

To fully grasp the impact of this, we need to 
understand the “effects” of the sacrament of 
Baptism. The Catechism tells us the “principal 
effects of Baptism are signified by the percep-
tible elements of the sacramental rite. Immer-
sion in water symbolizes not only death and 
purification, but also regeneration and renew-
al. Thus, the two principal effects are purifica-
tion from sins and new birth in the Holy Spirit” 
(CCC, 1262).

“Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but 
also makes the neophyte ‘a new creature,’ an 
adopted son of God, who has become a ‘par-
taker of the divine nature,’ member of Christ 
and coheir with him, and a temple of the Holy 
Spirit” (CCC, 1265).

Yet, doesn’t it seem that these “effects” are 
diminishing in our modern times. How can it 
be that these powerful effects, done by God and 
the work of grace, are not more evident in the 
world today? 

Father Raniero Cantalamessa, the papal 
household preacher, wrestles with this exact 
question and comes to the conclusion that the 
Sacraments of Initiation can become “tied” in 
a person when living in an environment that 
does not support the work of grace that is oper-
ating in them. He says, “Catholic theology rec-
ognizes the concept of a valid but “tied” sacra-
ment. A sacrament is called tied if the fruit that 

should ac-
company 
it remains 
bound 
because 
of certain 
blocks 
that pre-
vent its 
effective-
ness.” Grace builds on nature as Aquinas says. 

Cantalamessa goes on to explain, “The opus 
operatum of baptism, namely, God’s part or 
grace, has several aspects – forgiveness of sins, 
the gift of the theological virtues of faith, hope 
and charity (these, however, only as a seed), 
and divine sonship – all of which are operated 
through the effective action of the Holy Spirit. 

But, what does the opus operantis in bap-
tism, namely, man’s part, consist of? It con-
sists of faith! Whoever believes and is baptized 
shall be saved (Mark 16: 16). At the side of 
baptism, therefore, there is another element: 
the faith of man.”

What a dilemma! All these powerful effects 
of the sacrament, but those graces “tied up” 
and not bearing the full intended fruit. Don’t 
you sometimes feel that in your life? This is the 
significant role of the Holy Spirit. 

Cantalamessa continues, “This is God’s 
answer to this malfunctioning that has grown 
up in the Christian life in the Sacrament of 
Baptism.” The release of the power of the Holy 
Spirit is effective in reactivating the graces of 
baptism – like a “new birth!” 

“Finally, man contributes his part – namely, 
he makes a choice of faith, prepared in repen-
tance that allows the work of God to set itself 
free and to emanate all its strength. It is as if 
the plug is pulled, and the light is switched on. 
The gift of God is finally “untied,” and the Spirit 
is allowed to flow like a fragrance in the Chris-
tian life.”

I pray that we all can let the full impact of 
this grace be ours this Christmas season. The 
new birth of Christ in us through the power of 
the Holy Spirit! “In such a time as this” (Es-
ther 4:14), these apostolic times, these are the 
kinds of graces that are so desperately needed! 

Merry Christmas to you and your family and 
Happy New Year!
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This new birth
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Catholic Charities’ A Very Giving Christmas

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City as-
sisted 55 families and 159 children during their annual “A Very 
Giving Christmas.” The families receive services at Catholic 
Charities through programs such as immigration legal services, 
refugee services, family support services and Sanctuary Women’s 
Development Center. 

Sara Bobbitt, immigration legal services director, said, “Our cli-
ents look forward to this every year, and more so now than ever. 
The request for clothes was larger than the request for toys.”

Photos provided.
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Jobs Box
Director of development - Shrine

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a director of development 
for all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations. The director will 
organize and manage all fundrais-
ing programs and services for the 
shrine, including direct mail, gift 
cultivation and solicitation, annual 
appeals, donor events, database 
management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for spe-
cial projects and programs of the 
shrine as well as create annual 
calendar of development initia-
tives. Bachelor’s degree (master’s 
or MBA preferred) in business/
management or another relevant 
field or possess general manage-
ment experience in a comparable 
position a must; a minimum five 
years of development experience; 
and be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Safe Environment coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a Safe Environ-
ment coordinator to administer 
the archdiocesan Safe Environ-
ment program. The coordinator 
will monitor and maintain the Safe 
Environment training portal, and 
plan and implement Safe Envi-
ronment training for archdiocesan 
staff and volunteers. Requires reg-
ular communication with Safe En-
vironment facilitators. Will support 
training and compliance efforts at 
the local level and conduct parish 
onsite visits and audits. Will work 
with the Catholic schools and 
youth office to evaluate children’s 
Safe Environment curriculum and 
teen volunteer program. Requires 
collaboration with the victim 
assistance coordinator and crisis 
assistance as needed. Bachelor’s 
degree and practicing Catholic in 
good standing a must. Knowledge 
and/or experience in child abuse 
and child abuse prevention pre-
ferred. Must possess a valid driv-
er’s license and be willing to travel 
the archdiocese. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Coordinator of youth   
evangelization - OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City has an opening for the coordi-
nator of youth evangelization and 
summer camp. The coordinator is 
a missionary disciple with a pas-
sion to evangelize young people. 
They will coordinate Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp. 
Responsible for logistics, staffing 
and programing at camp, designing 
strategic activities for the initial 
evangelization and ongoing disci-
pleship of young people, and assist 
in mentoring of parish leaders. 
Catholic in good standing, thor-
ough understanding of evangeliza-
tion and discipleship, experience 
leading youth programing and 
bachelor’s degree a must. Bilin-

gual in Spanish preferred. Submit 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Event specialist - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an event specialist 
within the Secretariat for Evange-
lization and Catechesis. Provide 
administrative and clerical support 
for event planning, logistics and 
operations for all programs and 
ministries of the secretariat. Coor-
dinate with departments regarding 
event and ministry scheduling, 
reservation of facilities for events 
and meetings and manage secre-
tariat data management system 
(CRM). Coordinate enrollment and 
registration processes for events, 
classes or other activities of the 
secretariat. With approval from 
appropriate departments, will or-
ganize materials, purchase decora-
tions and order food for events as 
well as organize required catering 
services and staffing needs. A min-
imum of three years general office 
experience required with advanced 
use of Microsoft Office software. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
mmills@archokc.org.  

Communications specialist - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a communications 
specialist within the Secretariat 
for Evangelization and Catechesis. 
The communications specialist, in 
close collaboration with the arch-
diocesan communications office, 
will provide administrative and 
clerical support for communica-
tion, marketing efforts and graph-
ic design needs for all programs 
and ministries of the secretariat. 
Provide oversight and coordination 
of all outgoing communication. 
Develop, maintain and manage 
secretariat web pages and social 
media accounts, and collaborate 
with departments and team mem-
bers to develop content strategy 
that promotes engagement. A min-
imum of three years general office 
experience required with advanced 
use of Microsoft Office software. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Accreditation manager - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an accreditation 
manager to be part of the Catholic 
Schools Office in the Secretariat 
for Evangelization and Catechesis. 
This part-time position (approxi-
mately 20 hours per week), sup-
ports the mission and vision of the 
Catholic Schools Office by provid-
ing guidance, direction and lead-
ership to school administrators 
and faculty through the accred-
itation process. Will serve as the 
coordinator for all activities of the 
Oklahoma Conference of Catholic 
Schools Accrediting Association 
(OCCSAA) for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa. The successful candidate 
will possess knowledge of Oklaho-
ma school law and the policies and 
practices of the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education. Famil-

iarity with school law in general 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to mmills@archokc.org. 

Family life specialist - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a family life spe-
cialist within the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and Catechesis to 
provide administrative and clerical 
support for the offices of Marriage 
and Family Life, Youth and Young 
Adult and Children’s Evangeliza-
tion and Discipleship. Will assist 
with maintaining and facilitating 
registration materials, invitations 
and ongoing communication for 
events in the secretariat. Maintain 
calendar of events for Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp 
and coordinate with camp staff re-
garding scheduling of all facilities, 
and maintaining camp accounts 
payable records, tracking invoices, 
receipts and accounts receivable 
in a timely manner. A minimum of 
three years general office experi-
ence required with advanced use 
of Microsoft Office software. Send 
resume and cover letter to mmills@
archokc.org.

Associate director of   
development - OKC

Santa Fe Family Life Center is 
seeking an associate director of 
development to assist with the 
implementation of the fundraising 
efforts and charitable programs. 
This position will be instrumental 
in communications, fundraising, 
programs, member relations, and 
record keeping. Two years fund-
raising and program experience; 
bachelor’s degree in relevant field 
of study or relevant experience; 
proficiency in Microsoft Office; 
resourcefulness and creativity in 
planning operations and programs; 
demonstrated ability to work with 
others; ability to professionally 
communicate verbally and other-
wise. Send resume and cover letter 
to james.timberlake@sfflc.com.

Senior accountant - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a senior accountant to assist with 
executing the financial plan and 
accounting practices, including 
recording financial transactions, 
ensuring compliance with depart-
ment internal controls, evaluating 
financial and reporting questions 
and issues as they arise, and com-
municating financial results and 
expectations with the directors. 
Bachelor’s degree in accounting or 
financial management; three plus 
years’ experience in accounting, 
financial reporting, accounts pay-
able, payroll, accounts receivable. 
Non-profit experience preferred. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
Deacon Dave Ashton at dashton@
ccaokc.org.  

Counselor - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time counselor for the St. 
Joseph’s Counseling Center to pro-
vide counseling and psychotherapy 

to children, adults, couples and 
families in the context of Roman 
Catholic tradition and teachings. 
A master’s degree in clinical or 
counseling psychology, counsel-
ing, social work or an equivalent 
degree from an accredited college 
or university; training in individu-
al, family and/or group counseling 
methods. At least two years of ex-
perience and be trained in psy-
cho educational and personality 
assessment techniques; applicants 
must be licensed in the appropri-
ate specialty in Oklahoma. Knowl-
edge of Catholic tradition and 
teaching is required. Send cover 
letter and resume to Amy Shipman 
at ashipman@ccaokc.org.

Immigration attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary immigration attorney 
responsible for assessing individu-
als’ eligibility for immigration relief 
and representing individuals be-
fore USCIS and immigration court. 
Must be a member in good stand-
ing of the bar of any state; fluent 
in the reading, writing and speak-
ing of Spanish; one to two years of 
immigration law experience pre-
ferred, but willing to train. Send 
cover letter with resume to Kenia 
Castillo kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
in OKC has openings for part-time 
teachers in the Mother’s Day Out 
program. Looking for kind, compas-
sionate, energetic and patient peo-
ple to work Monday and Wednes-
day during school hours with an 
occasional evening or weekend 
Mass obligation. Contact Margaret 
Tunell at Margaret@ckokc.org.

Substitute teachers – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking long-term substi-
tute teachers for theology classes. 
Candidates must be a practicing 
Catholic; a background in youth 
ministry is preferred. Send resume 
to bbasler@mountstmary.org.

Receptionist - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a recep-
tionist to manage the front desk. 
This position will greet visitors, 
provide positive first impressions, 
manage lobby, answer telephone 
calls, check voicemails, respond to 
e-mails, assist with bulletin and 
perform various clerical duties. 
Bilingual preferred. Send resume 
to vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

Soccer coach - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a soccer coach 
for the girls’ team. The season is 
January - April. Practice 3-4 days/
week. Driving a van will be neces-
sary for away games. Experience 
preferred. Stipend. Contact jeremy.
tilton@cristoreyokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box. 

Advent season is a time of great excitement 
and preparation for the coming of Jesus! It is 
a time when many families celebrate with the 
lighting of an Advent wreath, with prayer and 
Advent devotionals, by hanging decorations 
and erecting a Christmas tree. For some, like 
our family, the celebration includes reading 
family Christmas stories. 

With “Kristoph and the First Christmas Tree,” 
we have a small book with a very powerful faith 
message to read this Advent season. 

The story, authored by “award winning” 
Claudia Cangilla McAdam, and the colorful, 
striking illustrations provided by Dave Hill, is 
based upon the “legend of Saint Boniface as 
the creator of the first Christmas tree in the 
year 722.”

McAdams presents us with a story about 
Boniface, a German Catholic missionary priest, 
and Kristoph, a young orphan boy, as they 
hike through the countryside toward a local 

village. Along the way they come upon a group 
of pagan men in the forest. The men are wor-
shipping an oak tree and preparing to sacrifice 
the son of the village chief.

Boniface decides to use the situation as an 
opportunity to convert 
the pagan men to Chris-
tianity. He asks Kristoph 
to use his small ax to cut 
down the tree. And, mi-
raculously, Kristoph fells 
the tree with “one stroke” 
and in doing so, convert-
ed the pagan men.

Reading this book enlightened me about the 
first Christmas tree in Catholic tradition and 
the role St. Boniface played in its creation. 
Boniface was “martyred in 754” and has been 
referred to as the “Apostle to the Germans” 
(franciscanmedia.org). The story is quite in-
teresting, and Dave Hill’s brilliant and colorful 
drawings bring “life” to the characters.

While I have read many wonderful children’s 
Christmas books, I had never heard of Saint 
Boniface and found this story to be both edu-
cational and fascinating. Our Catholic customs 

include many Christmas stories, and I believe 
“Kristoph and the First Christmas Tree” could 
be one passed from generation to generation.

The reading of this book by a parent or older 
child could become a Christmas tradition while 

decorating your Christmas tree. In the 
spirit of Advent, I close with the following 
Christmas tree blessing:

Lord, thank you 
for blessing us with 
the gift of faith and 
the coming of Jesus! 
Please bless this 
Christmas tree and 
its representation of 
Jesus and the light 
he shares with the 
world.

May the lights hung 
on the tree remind us 
to serve as light for 
many who struggle in 
darkness.

And, as we look at the tree, let us take time 
to appreciate the promise and hope of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen!
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Making Sense of Bioethics

New cures from embryonic stem cells?

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Book Review: “Kristoph and the First Christmas Tree”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

A recent article in the New York 
Times by Gina Kolata chronicles 
the remarkable story of a patient 
who for many years suffered from 
type 1 diabetes. After receiving a 
newly-developed form of embryon-
ic stem cell infusion, he became 
able to live insulin-free, apparently 
cured of his blood sugar imbalanc-
es. 

It was largely a matter of time, 
funding and elbow grease before 
cures of this kind would start to 
appear. That makes it urgent for 
us, as a society, to confront and 
address the ethical questions aris-
ing in the wake of these up-and-
coming therapies.

We can formulate the ethical 
question this way: Is it wrong to 
develop treatments that rely on the 
direct destruction of fellow human 
beings who are in their embryonic 
stages? 

It should go without saying that 
it is always wrong to take the life 
of one human being to harvest 
body parts, even to save the life 
of another human being. Such 
medicine is fundamentally exploit-
ative and immoral, and ought to 
be summarily rejected.

Many people are beginning to 
ask, however, whether receiving a 
treatment for diabetes developed 
from embryonic stem cells is really 
that different from getting vacci-
nated with a COVID-19 vaccine 
developed using abortion-derived 
cell lines?

The two cases are, in fact, quite 
different. 

When it comes to abortion-de-
rived cell lines and their use in 

developing some of the COVID-19 
vaccines, the wrong that was 
committed involved taking somat-
ic cells (not stem cells), such as 
kidney cells or retinal cells, from 
an aborted fetus and working 
them up to prepare a special “cell 
line” for use in research or vac-
cine development. The abortion, 
it should be noted, as wrong as it 
was in itself, was not performed in 
order to obtain research material, 
and the evil of this “corpse raiding” 
was compounded by not having 
obtained valid informed consent. 

What makes embryonic stem 
cell-based therapies ethically 
worse is that a very young human 
being, still in his or her embryonic 
stage of existence, is being tar-
geted and intentionally killed to 
obtain the desired stem cells that 
stand at the center of that medical 
treatment.

Why, then, would it be morally 
allowable to receive a vaccine pre-
pared using abortion-derived cell 
lines, but morally unacceptable to 
receive a diabetes treatment devel-
oped from embryonic stem cells? 

Because the type of moral 
offense and its gravity are differ-
ent in kind and degree. Directly 
killing someone to obtain their 
cells for treatment is different in 
kind and worse than the wrongdo-
ing involved in taking cells from a 
corpse, even from a young human 
whose life was unjustly ended for 
an unrelated reason. It is always 
wrong to steal, even from a cadav-
er. But it’s much worse to kill in 
order to take. 

In one case the researcher him-

self becomes the executioner who 
procures cells and tissues from the 
individual he has just directly and 
purposefully killed; in the other 
case, the researcher shows up at 
the morgue or the abortion clinic 
following the death, and procures 
cells or tissues from the individ-
ual’s body (with the death having 
occurred at the hands of others 
and the researcher afterwards 
profiting from the resultant cadav-
er).

This latter case would not raise 
ethical concerns at all if research-
ers were to derive the needed cells 
from a miscarriage instead of a 
direct abortion. If an unborn baby 
girl, for example, were to die of 
natural causes, her parents could 
validly grant informed consent for 
the use of tissues and cells from 
her body, in effect donating her 
body to science.

These kinds of distinctions are 
important, because receiving a 
diabetes treatment produced with 
embryonic stem cells signals a 
willingness on our part to toler-
ate the killing of younger human 
beings to benefit others who are 
older. Meanwhile, receiving a 
COVID-19 vaccine produced using 
abortion-derived cell lines does 
not indicate a willingness on our 
part to tolerate killing for research 
(since the killing was not done for 
research, but for some other unre-
lated motive), and instead indi-
cates a willingness to tolerate cells 
and tissues that were unethically 
taken from a corpse.

Should we always avoid using 
therapies that are produced using 

embryonic stem cells taken from 
young humans who were killed to 
obtain the cells? Yes, such thera-
pies are unethical because killing 
one human being for the purpose 
of healing another crosses a fun-
damental moral line.

But, the fact that the question 
is being raised reminds us of the 
slippery ethical slope that arises 
whenever we try to use parts of 
human beings derived from abor-
tions: legally permitting abortion 
only makes the confusion worse. 

Hence, there is an urgent need 
to encourage the use of alternative, 
non-embryo-derived cell sources 
by researchers, including cells 
derived from miscarriages, adult 
stem cells, or embryonic-type al-
ternatives such as induced plu-
ripotent stem cells, which can be 
obtained by genetically manipulat-
ing adult human skin cells. These 
approaches open a path forward 
in the direction of ethical research 
and medical therapies.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doctor-
al work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, Mass., 
and serves as the director of edu-
cation at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
ncbcenter.org and fathertad.com.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Con María y José en Belén

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“Venid, fieles todos” (“O Come All Ye Faith-
ful”) es uno de nuestros villancicos más queri-
dos. Repetimos su alegre estribillo a lo largo 
del himno: “Venid, adoremos”. La Navidad 
invita a todos los fieles a un renovado espíritu 
de adoración y asombro ante el misterio que 
celebramos: el Verbo se ha hecho carne.

Dios se ha hecho hombre nacido de la Vir-
gen María. Su nombre es Jesús. Ha nacido 
para nosotros y para nuestra salvación en el 
silencio y la pobreza del establo de Belén. La 
realidad concreta de este asombroso misterio 
se ilustra conmovedoramente en Belén, donde 
los peregrinos encuentran una placa en la 
tierra en la Iglesia de la Natividad que anun-
cia: “¡El Verbo se hizo carne aquí!”

La humildad de Dios, que se muestra de 
manera tan conmovedora en el pesebre donde 
María colocó al niño Jesús, evoca asombro 
y hace que nuestros corazones inquietos 
guarden silencio al reflexionar sobre un regalo 
tan grande e inesperado. El Catecismo de la 
Iglesia Católica enseña: “Pastor o mago, nadie 
puede alcanzar a Dios aquí abajo sino arro-
dillándose ante el pesebre de Belén y adoran-
do a Dios escondido en la debilidad de un 
niño” (CIC 563).

¡Las maravillas abundan en las hermosas 
narraciones del Evangelio de la temporada 
navideña! Los ángeles aparecen de noche y 
anuncian el nacimiento de Jesús a los pas-

tores dormidos mientras vigilan en sus cam-
pos y les anuncian noticias de gran gozo. 
¡Dios ha enviado un salvador y un mesías 
para liberar a su pueblo!

Los pastores, a su vez, glorifican y alaban 
a Dios por todo lo que tienen el privilegio de 
ver y oír. En otro lugar, aparece una estrella 
milagrosa que guía a los tres reyes magos que 
traen sus regalos desde lejos y rinden hom-
enaje al rey recién nacido. José permanece 
misterioso y poderosamente silencioso a lo 
largo de estos eventos mientras se somete en 
humilde obediencia al plan de Dios. Y María 
reflexiona sobre todas estas cosas en su 
corazón. El misterio de Belén nos invita a la 
adoración.

Es significativo que Belén, el lugar del na-
cimiento de Jesús, significa “casa de pan”. 
Jesús viene a alimentar al mundo entregán-
dose por la vida del mundo. Años más tarde 
proclama: “YO SOY el pan de vida”. Jesús 
continúa entregándose por nosotros y por 
nuestra salvación cada vez que se celebra el 
Misterio Pascual en la Misa. Continúa al-
imentándonos en la Sagrada Comunión y 
morando entre nosotros verdaderamente pre-
sente en el Santísimo Sacramento.

Belén es nuestra primera escuela de fe. La 
escuela de Belén nos invita a aprender la lec-
ción de la adoración y la humildad. Comienza 
en el pesebre donde María y José son nues-

tros maestros. 
Al reflexionar 
con ellos sobre el 
misterio del Ver-
bo hecho carne, 
descubrimos que 
nuestra hambre 
de la Eucaristía y 
nuestro deseo de 
encontrar y adorar 
a Jesús se profundiza.

A medida que nos sentimos atraídos más 
profundamente hacia la amistad con Jesús a 
través de momentos de adoración y nuestra 
participación regular en la Eucaristía, nues-
tra vida se vuelve cada vez más eucarística. 
Nuestro encuentro con la misericordia de Dios 
nos llena hasta el punto de desbordar alegría 
y gratitud. Descubrimos que lo que hemos 
recibido como regalo lo tenemos que dar como 
regalo. Nos convertimos en discípulos mis-
ioneros de la misericordia por los demás.

Todos estos misterios convergen maravil-
losamente en la liturgia eucarística, la Misa, 
que es fuente y cumbre de nuestra vida. 
Mientras celebramos el nacimiento de Cristo 
en esta temporada navideña, tengan la segu-
ridad de que estarán en mis oraciones y les 
recordaré diariamente en la Misa a ustedes y 
a sus seres queridos durante el Año Nuevo. 
¡Dios está con nosotros!
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Peregrinos regresan a la basílica de Guadalupe, 
pero no como antes

El 12 de diciembre es la fiesta de Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe. En honor a la aparición 
de Nuestra Señora a San Juan Diego en 1531, 
el Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother tiene 
una réplica del cerro Tepeyac en México. 

Tepeyac, que significa “cima de la colina”, 
brindará una vista asombrosa del santuario. 
Los visitantes podrán subir al Tepeyac y rezar. 
Se han seleccionado diseños para las estatuas 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y San Juan 
Diego, ¡así que estén atentos!

¡Feliz Fiesta a Nuestra Señora 
de Guadalupe!

Foto Jurl Welchel con Graco Roofing

Las actualizaciones del Santuario

CIUDAD DE MÉXICO – Jesús 
Martínez Aguilar caminó dos días 
desde el estado de Puebla hasta 
la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe, llegando al atarde-
cer en la víspera de la fiesta del 
12 de diciembre. 
Posó para un selfi 
con su familia a 
las puertas de la 
basílica, luego se 
preparó para en-
trar y darle gracias 
a la patrona.

“Me sentí mal por 
no haber venido el 
año pasado”, dijo 
Martínez, de 68 
años, un vendedor 
de tamales que ha 
peregrinado anual-
mente a la basíli-
ca durante los 
últimos 38 años 
--excepto en 2020, 
cuando las autori-
dades eclesiásticas 
y cívicas cerraron 
el lugar debido a 
la pandemia del 
COVID-19.

“Es especial para 
nosotros”, dijo al 
llegar. “Hemos 
venido a ver a la 
Virgen nueva-
mente”.

Millones de per-
egrinos descend-
ieron en la Basílica 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
durante los primeros 12 días 
de diciembre, renovando una 
tradición y un acto de fe común en 
todo el centro de México.

Los peregrinos celebraron a la 
patrona nacional: una Virgen de 
piel morena que, según los católi-
cos, se apareció ante el campesino 

indígena san Juan Diego en el 
cerro del Tepeyac, al norte de la 
ciudad de México, en 1531.

Casi 500 años después de la 
aparición, la Virgen de Guadalupe 
sigue suscitando una profunda 
devoción en toda Latinoamérica, 
Filipinas y en las comunidades de 
inmigrantes de Estados Unidos.

Se ha convertido en un símbolo 

de identidad nacional en México, 
inspirando movimientos sociales a 
lo largo de la historia del país. Inc-
luso el partido político en el poder 
ha aprovechado su atractivo, lla-
mándose a sí mismo “MORENA”, 
una palabra que designa a una 
mujer de piel oscura y un nombre 
popular para la patrona.

Pero los peregrinos de la basílica 
hablaron de razones personales, no 
políticas, para viajar al santuario 
mariano más visitado del mundo.

“Venimos a pedirle salud, que 
nos cuide y por fe”, dijo Tomás 
Santiago Coapio, de 25 años, quien 
llegó con un grupo de ciclistas des-
de el distante estado de Tlaxcala.

Cuando se le preguntó sobre la 

suspensión de las visitas en 2020, 
respondió: “Es como si no pud-
ieras visitar a tu madre. ¿Cómo te 
sentirías?”.

Roberto Acosta, un abogado de 
35 años, también llegó a la basíli-
ca en bicicleta, recorriendo 12 
horas con un par de amigos de la 
ciudad de Puebla. Contó que era 

su primera visita al lugar.
“No soy muy religioso”, le dijo 

a CNS, añadiendo que le “daría 
las gracias por los favores recibi-
dos”. Esos favores, dijo, incluían 
“el trabajo, la salud, no volver a 
enfermar de COVID”, después de 
que su esposa falleciera por esta 
enfermedad el año pasado.

Las autoridades eclesiásticas 
instaron a los per-
egrinos a realizar 
visitas breves y 
cancelaron las cel-
ebraciones litúrgi-
cas en persona.

Las autoridades 
municipales ca-
nalizaron a los 
peregrinos a través 
de los barrios cir-
cundantes hasta 
una única entra-
da --rociando a 
los visitantes con 
desinfectante en 
las puertas de la 
basílica-- y prohi-
bieron a la gente 
acampar en el lu-
gar. Se calcula que 
en 2021 llegaron 
aproximadamente 
3.5 millones de 
peregrinos, menos 
de la mitad de los 
que acudieron en 
2019.

Una caravana 
de migrantes, que 
partió desde Tapa-
chula, cerca de la 
frontera con Guate-
mala, llegó a la Ci-

udad de México el 12 de diciembre 
con planes de visitar la Basílica 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, 
pero fue impedida por la policía 
local. Sin embargo, la caravana 
llegó finalmente a la basílica y sus 
participantes se alojaron en las 
instalaciones que normalmente se 
les ofrecen a los peregrinos.

Por David Agren 
Catholic News Service 

Foto CNS
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Briefs
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abby have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproj-
ect.org. Learn more at archokc.
org/ oknativeschoolsproject.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese 
of Tulsa to provide a forum for 
people to discuss their experiences 
in former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 

perpetual adoration chapel in 
Oklahoma City dedicated to the 

protection of all life from concep-
tion until natural death is seeking 
more dedicated and substitute 
adorers. The chapel is located 
at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. 
Contact: Julie Mayfield (English), 
(405) 413-0272; Maria Santana 
(Spanish), (405) 664-3052.

Gospel journey through Advent
The “Gospel journey through Ad-

vent” with the Gospel of Life Dis-
ciples is at 4:30 p.m. Dec. 19 at 
St. John Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. 
Eastern Ave. in Moore. Schedule: 
4:30 p.m. Advent Gospel reflection 
with Ken Pedigo; 5:30 p.m. Sun-
day Vespers (evening prayer); 6 
p.m., supper; 7 p.m. Holy Hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration with medi-
tative music and silence.

Altogether Lovely
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City presents “Altogether Lovely/
Todas Juntas Encantadoras” 1:30 
p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Jan. 9 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. The free mother/daugh-
ter gathering will focus on truth, 
beauty and womanhood, and is 
recommended for ages 8-12. RSVP 
to nmchugh@archokc.org.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter weekend is Jan. 21-23 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. The experience will help 
couples listen, share and connect 
more deeply. Cost: $100/couple 
application fee. Space limited. Con-
tact Bryan and Karen Berland at 
(405) 850-4274; bkberland@gmail.

com or visit meoklahoma.org. 

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life 

will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
22, at 10:30 a.m. The march will 
begin at the state capitol build-
ing and end in Midtown. Fea-
tured speakers are Bishop David 
Konderla, Diocese of Tulsa, and 
Dr. Todd Fisher, DM, Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma 
executive director. Find more in-
formation at archokc.org/march-
forlife.   

Sanctity of Life Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the annual Sanctity of Life 
Mass on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at 
6 p.m. at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Okla-
homa City. More information will 
be posted soon at archokc.org/ 
sanctity-of-life.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Mercy with-

out Measure: The Language of 
Abundance in the Letter to the 
Ephesians” presented by Br. 
Damian Whalen, O.S.B., is 8:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Jan. 29 at St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St., Shawnee. Limited seating. 
Masks are recommended, but 
not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The Oklahoma Catholic Wom-
en’s Conference is Feb. 26 at Em-

bassy Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. 
in Norman. Speakers are Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Marie 
Veritas. Price $65; late price $75. 
Register at okcatholicwomen.com. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Finding 

Joy in Lent” presented by Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Feb. 26 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Service of prayer, music
A service of prayer and music 

with John Michael Talbot will be 
at 3 p.m. March 6 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Freewill offering will be 
accepted. 

Faith Community Nurses’   
conference

The 15th annual Faith Commu-
nity Nurses’ conference “Growing 
Our Faith Community Nursing 
Ministry” is March 2-3 online 
and in-person at Kramer School 
of Nursing, 2501 N. Blackwelder 
Ave., in Oklahoma City on March 
2 and Crossings Community Cen-
ter, 10255 N. Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Oklahoma City on March 3. Visit 
fcnaok.org. 

Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 
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December

19   Fourth Sunday of Advent.

19   GOLD “Gospel Journey 
       through Advent,” 4:30 p.m., 
       St. John Paul II Dwelling, 
       4113 S. Eastern Ave., Moore.

19   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

21   Feast of St. Peter Canisius.

21   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

21   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

23   Feast of St. John of Kanty.

23   Catholic Pastoral Center 
       opens at 10 a.m. 

24   Catholic Pastoral Center 
       closed Dec. 24 - Jan. 3.

25   The Nativity of the Lord 
       (Christmas).

26   The Holy Family of Jesus, 
       Mary and Joseph.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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27    Feast of St. John.

28    The Holy Innocents.

29   The Fifth Day within the 
       Octave of the Nativity of the  
       Lord.

29   Feast of St. Thomas Becket.

30   Sixth Day within the Octave of 
       the Nativity of the Lord.

31   Seventh Day within the 
       Octave of the Nativity of the 
       Lord.

31   Feast of St. Sylvester I.

January 

1     Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
       Mother of God.

1     The Octave Day of the Nativity 
       of the Lord.

1      New Year’s Day. 

2     The Epiphany of the Lord.

3     The Most Holy Name of Jesus.

3     Christmas Weekday.

4     Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann  
       Seton.

4     Christmas Weekday.
 
5     Feast of St. John Neumann.

5     Christmas Weekday.

6     Feast of St. André Bessette.

6     Christmas Weekday.

6     Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

7     Feast of St. Raymond of 
       Penyafort.

7     Christmas Weekday.

7     Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041. 

7     First Friday Adoration, Noon 
       - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

7     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. Exposition of the 
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
       reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
       Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
       (405) 528-6252.

8     Christmas Weekday.

9     The Baptism of the Lord.

9     Altogether Lovely/Todas 
      Juntas Encantadoras 1:30 p.m. 
       – 4:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 

       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

9     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 

10   First week in Ordinary Time.

12   Catholic War Veterans USA 
       the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
       No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
       nylane Family Reception 
       Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
       City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
       OklaPost168@cox.net. 

13   Feast of St. Hilary.

14   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
       gmail.com.   

15   Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Tere-
       sa of Calcutta, meeting 10 
       a.m. – Noon, Holy Innocents’  
       conference room. Contact  
       Toni Harrelson, (405) 341-
       2199, tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

15   The Oklahoma City Commu-
       nity of Secular Carmelites 
       meeting at Little Flower, 
       OKC. Contact Vicky Caudell, 
       (405) 637-4611 or William 
       Ginn, (405) 737-2024.
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What is your Christmas tradition?
Chip Carter
President, Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School

“We always watch Christmas Vacation at 
least once together as a family! We’ve seen 
the movie probably 20 times, but it’s just 
not Christmas until we’ve all watched it 
again. My wife Lori and I think it’s just as 
funny today as it was the first time! We also 
always go to the 4:30 p.m. family Mass at 
Christ the King on Christmas Eve and then 
come home and have a nice family dinner 
with my mother and Lori’s parents.”  

Fr. Jim Goins
Pastor, St. Thomas More Catholic
Church, Norman

“In my family, Christmas really began the 
evening my father brought home the bag 
full of oranges, pecans, hard candies, and 
English walnuts. He grew up in the depres-
sion, and fruit, nuts, and hard candies were 
Christmas luxuries. To this day, I must 
have English walnuts about the house be-
fore it begins to feel like Christmas.”

Brandon Seid
Executive director, Resurrection 
Memorial Cemetery

“We make and decorate cookies for Santa 
every year using a family recipe. And, we eat 
lasagna every Christmas Eve after Mass.”

“The McLinn family goes 
to 5:30 p.m. Mass on New 
Year’s Eve then we pick up 
pizza on our way home and 
have a pizza party on the 
living room floor. We dance 
and eat and drink bubbly 
drinks and stay up late 
watching the ball drop. It’s 
so lame but so fun!!!!!”

Elizabeth McLinn 
St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, Edmond

McLinn family

“Each Christmas Eve, our 
whole family gets together 
to have a posada. We sing 
songs to reenact the pro-
cession made by Mary and 
Joseph. Once inside, we 
pray the rosary and dress 
the baby Jesus in his gar-
ments before he is laid in 
the manger.”

Sofia Marquez
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, OKC

Marquez family

Tony & Kimberly Yanda
St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church, Yukon

“We celebrate with family with a Czech 
dinner on Christmas Eve, which consists 
of salmon patties, creamed peas and fried 
potatoes, and we always attend Midnight 
Mass. Sometimes the little ones sleep right 
through it, but it is the most beautiful and 
peaceful Mass. We choose a charity as a 
family each year to donate time and talent.”

Diane Floyd, Ed.D
Director of admissions, Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School

“Growing up, and even into adulthood with my 
own children, Christmas Eve was our big night 
of celebrating Christmas, which included Mass, 
dinner together and opening gifts, and then 
traveling to my grandparents’ home in Enid on 
Christmas Day. My dad, Jack O’Brien, was an 
Okie transplant having been born and raised 
in Boston. It was the O’Brien family tradition 
to have Chinese food on Christmas Eve. As a 

result, my parents continued this tradition 
with me and my brother.” 

Merry Christmas!

Joe Castiglione
Vice-president for intercollegiate athletics, 
University of Oklahoma

“Christmas Eve: Italian food is always the 
annual tradition. Christmas Day: Turkey/
ham dinner, eggnog and apple/cherry pies. 
Movies: We watch most Christmas mov-
ies at least once but Christmas Vacation, 
Elf, Santa Claus I and II get viewed several 
times. Christmas Eve tradition always in-
cludes watching “It’s a Wonderful Life” (our 
favorite). Everyone in the household has a 
stocking, including our three rescue dogs 
Lollie, Murphy and Rudy. Christmas dec-
orations are a huge part of our Christmas 
tradition (Griswold family characteristic) 
and we hit at least two to three light dis-
plays in various areas around Oklahoma.”

Sr. Barbara Joseph
Superior, Carmelite Sisters of St.
Therese of the Infant Jesus

“My family went to look at Christ-
mas lights and then opened our 
presents on Christmas Eve, then 
attended Midnight Mass. After Mid-
night Mass, we had pancakes. Even 
now, when we get together, we do 
this!”

Jennifer Goodrich
President and CEO, Pivot - A Turning Point 
for Youth

“One thing we do is get three special gifts 
for our kids. We don’t wrap them, and they 
are representative 
of the gifts of the 
Magi.”

Gov. Frank and Cathy Keating

“During Advent, as children, we 
prayed before Mary, Joseph and the 
Infant Jesus, and were ecstatic when 
the Magi arrived and our displays 
were filled with gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. As a married couple, we 
enlarged our Crèche families with 
collections from across the globe.” 


