
Catholic Bishops of 
England and Wales 
restored the custom of 
Catholics abstaining 
from meat and fasting 

on every Friday of the year. Older 
Catholics will remember this was the 
custom of the Church in the United 
States. Father Phil Seeton, pastor of 
Holy Family Catholic Church in Law-
ton, encourages his parishioners to 
not just do the minimum required by 

the Church but to pray and abstain 
from meat on Fridays during the 
whole year. This is done in remem-
brance of the Lord who died on a 
Friday.

“There are many great reasons 
to pray, fast and abstain. Fasting 
reminds us that when we feel hunger 
we should pray to ‘fill up’ our lives 
with God. Fasting has to be accom-
panied by prayer. When we fast, it is 
not only to condition the body and 
discipline ourselves (1 Cor 9:27), but 
it is also to give the soul a chance to 
be nourished by the spiritual nutri-
tion that is good for us: prayer, spir-

itual readings, works of mercy and 
love for others,” Father Seeton said. 

“For many Christians fasting is 
essential because we see it happen 
in the perfect human being, the 
Word incarnate, our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. Another reason to 
fast is to overcome temptation. In 
the Gospels, we are shown the Lord’s 
fasting in the desert and his triumph 
over Satan. Some Christians fast to 
be able to reconcile with God, others 
fast to build up their spiritual life 
and others fast to be able to relate to 
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Go Make Disciples

EASTER 
HOPE

Prayers, fasting and abstinence 
examples by Christ 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

The Women at the Empty Tomb is de-
picted in this stained-glass window by 
artist Guido Nincheri at Notre Dame 

Cathedral in Ottawa, Ontario. Reflecting on 
the women who come to Jesus’ tomb in the 
early hours of that very first Easter, Pope 
Francis said, “Jesus, like a seed buried in the 
ground, was about to make new life blossom 
in the world; and these women, by prayer and 
love, were helping to make that hope flower.” 
CNS photo/Gene Plaisted, Crosiers.

continued on page 5
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org. 

a Let us pray for the 
Church. That in this holiest 
of weeks, parishioners might 
cling to Jesus, the world’s 
true hope, in their own suf-
fering and difficulties. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord, hear 
our prayer.

a Support your parish - 
With public Masses not at 
full capacity, parishes and 
priests still need financial 
support from parishioners. 
Find online giving links and 
mailing addresses for your 
parish at archokc.org/ 
parishgiving.

a Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land - Join Fr. Daniel Grover 
and Fr. Carl Janocha on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
for 10 days Nov. 3-12. Visit 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jeru-
salem and Tiberius among 
other places where Jesus 
walked and prayed. Cost 
from OKC $4,249.00. For 
information and brochure, 
contact Fr. Carl Janocha, 
St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
P.O. Box 628, Anadarko 
73005-0628, (405) 527-5255, 
frcarlj@gmail.com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

As the Church enters Holy Week and celebrates 
another Paschal Triduum, we may be question-
ing what Easter really means for us. We have been 
through a lot this year. It has been a year of pan-
demic and unrest and turmoil. Death has cast its 
shadow over us in unexpected ways. Can faith still 
sustain us, even in the face of such challenges?

“Why do you seek the risen one among the dead? 
He is not here. He has been raised” (Lk. 24:6). This 
startling news announced by the angels to Mary 
Magdalene at the tomb on Easter morning, and 
proclaimed by the Apostles and countless witnesses 
throughout the ages, summarizes the heart of Chris-
tian faith. “Christ is risen! Indeed, he is truly risen!” 
Death has met its match.

In order to experience this startling proclamation 
as Good News, however, it must mean something for 
us personally. The Easter proclamation is not mere-
ly information about the fate of Jesus. An ethical 
conclusion or abstraction cannot save us. Only an 
encounter with the 
person of Jesus 
Christ has power to 
save. Yes, the Father 
has truly exalted 
Jesus by raising him 
up through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 
But, what is that to 
us?

Jesus, the Son of 
God, became man, 
suffered, died and 
rose again precise-
ly “for us men and 
for our salvation,” 
as we say in the 
Nicene Creed at 
Mass. He gave his 
life for us, to reveal 
the Father’s love for 
us. Because Jesus Christ has conquered death in 
our human flesh, we have hope that we will share 
his victory through faith. Baptism gives us a share 
in his new life. We already are living that new life of 
grace that will come to its perfection in the glory of 
heaven and in the company of the saints. As Easter 
celebrates the victory of life, it is truly the birthday of 
hope. 

Ever since sin entered the world, humanity has 
been trapped in a spiral of hopelessness. Death ulti-
mately consumed all hopes and dreams. But, Christ 
has passed beyond the dark veil of death and hope-
lessness. Death does not have the last word after all. 

Life will not end for 
us in emptiness. Jesus 
Christ conquers death. 
He reigns victorious and 
we hope to reign with 
him. Now, this is Good 
News indeed! Encounter-
ing the Risen Jesus gives 
life a new horizon and 
offers us unshakable hope. 

A person who is losing hope feels life ebbing away. 
Maybe you or I have been that person at some point. 
Hope is always restorative. If a sick or discouraged 
person discovers something to hope for, however 
small, they discover a new vitality. No matter how 
many times a person might have tried and failed, 
hope gives that person the courage to try again. 

Even if nothing seems to have changed, when hope 
blossoms in a human heart, or in a marriage, or a 
family, everything seems new. Life is renewed. Hope 

is the source of 
this new life and 
energy. It invig-
orates faith and 
stimulates love. 

The theological 
virtue of hope has 
as its object the 
full possession 
of new and eter-
nal life in Christ. 
Jesus Christ is 
our hope. Ulti-
mately, our hope 
looks forward to 
resurrection from 
death on the last 
day, but our more 
immediate hope 
is renewed and 

sustained by the experience of spiritual resurrection 
in small victories over sin, discouragement and fear 
in our daily lives. 

Our mission is to give witness to hope in the world. 
We have a beautiful liturgical gesture during the 
Easter Vigil that reminds us of this. As we pass a 
small flame to one another and illuminate the dark-
ened church with light from the Easter candle, we 
recognize that our calling is to carry Christ, the light 
and hope of the world, to the dark places and de-
spairing hearts still awaiting the liberating message 
of Christ. Christ is our hope! This is what Easter 
means.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

What does Easter mean?

Lord, 
guide my mind 
with your truth. 

Strengthen my life by 
the example of Jesus. 

Help me to be with Jesus in 
this week as he demonstrates 

again his total love for me. 
He died so that I would no 
longer be separated from 
you. Help me to feel how 

close you are and to live in 
union with you.

Amen. 

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

March 28 – Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
March 30 – Chrism Mass for priests of archdiocese, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
OKC (closed to the public, live-streamed at archokc.org/live, Facebook and YouTube)
April 1 – Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
April 2 – Passion of the Lord, 7 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 3 – Easter Vigil, 8:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 6 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 6 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 8 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
April 9 – Scotch and Cigar Event benefitting Oklahoma Catholic Radio, 6:30 p.m., CPC 
April 10 – Virtual annual Deacon Convocation, 9 a.m.
April 10 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., Holy Spirit, Mustang
April 11 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Duncan

The 2019 Easter Vigil at St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church in 
Norman. Photo provided.
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The last steel beam that was 
installed on the church of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine was 
recently made available for the 
public to sign. Nearly 1,000 shrine 
supporters took advantage of the 
opportunity to sign the beam. Peo-
ple traveled from throughout the 
region and state, and even from out 
of state, to write their names on 
the steel beam. Their names will be 
forever part of the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine.

Manny Sanchez, president of the 
board of directors of the shrine, 
signs the last steel beam that was 
placed on the shrine church March 
23.  

Rother shrine update

St. Ann Retirement Center 
reopens to visitors

Debbie Gorden and Karen Whaylen at St. 

Ann Retirement Center. Photos provided.
The St. Ann Retirement Center volleyball team.

Kathleen Sodowski,102 years old, celebrated the reopening at St. Ann Retirement Center.

After almost a year of being 
quarantined, Saint Ann Retire-
ment Center in Oklahoma City 
reopened March 14 for family 

members to return to the community and 
visit loved ones. 

“It was so wonderful to see my sister,” 
said Karen Whaylen, a resident in Inde-
pendent Living and a member of Saint 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church for 
more than 60 years.  

Her sister, Debbie Gorden, also a mem-
ber of Saint Charles, brought flowers to 
present to Karen.

“It was such a gift to see my sister after 
many months of quarantine. I was able to 
see her apartment for the first time.”  

Many of the residents, including 
102-year-old Kathleen Sodowski, are 
looking forward to visits from their chil-
dren, grandchildren and friends. Sodowski 
always brags about Saint Ann and is very 
active in Independent Living. 

“I am so pleased that we have opened 
up again. This gives me the opportunity 

to come and go as I please and enjoy my 
family again.”  

Residents also returned to Saint Joa-
chim Chapel at Saint Ann with help from 
Father Michael Chapman, Father Paul 
Kodakarakaran and Father Price Grimes. 
Many Catholics said they come to Saint 
Ann because of the beautiful chapel.

Saint Ann also has restarted an All-Faith 
Service on Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. 
Although family members are not able to 
attend services or lunches at this time, the 
community is hopeful that those opportu-
nities will return soon. 

During the pandemic year, staff and 
residents were still able to provide small 
group exercise classes, celebrate special 
occasions and visit each other using safety 
protocol. 

For more information about available 
apartments in Independent and Assisted 
Living, contact Bridget or Richard at (405) 
721-0747. Find more online at saintannre-
tirementcenter.com.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The bizarre story of Father 
Adam Oraczewski is one 
of the most intriguing 

tales of the Church in Oklaho-
ma. In desperate need of clergy, 
and especially Polish-speaking 
priests to lead the predominately 
Polish parish in Harrah, Bish-
op Meerschaert was the per-
fect mark for the complex and 
odd charlatan that was Father 
Oraczewski.

Arriving in Oklahoma in 1919, 
with the War to End All Wars 
(World War I) coming to a close 
in 1918, Father Adam with pa-
pers in hand and recommenda-
tions from a seminary in Poland 
convinced Bishop Meershaert 
that he should be ordained. The 
bishop took his paperwork at 
face value and since Europe was 
in general disarray verifying said 
records was virtually impossible. 

Upon his ordination in 1919, 
Father Adam was assigned to 
Bartlesville as an assistant until 
he became pastor of Harrah in 
1920. His stint there was short-
lived as the parish very astutely 
noticed serious irregularities al-
most immediately. Extra collec-
tions became commonplace as 
well as the fact that the parish 
account was in his name only. 
The parish reported their misgiv-
ings to Bishop Meershaert who 
promptly removed him after only 
six months. 

At this juncture, Father Adam 
fled to New York and was on 
a leave of absence. His where-
abouts were hard to trace for 
approximately three years. He 
reappeared with the death of 
Bishop Meerschaert in 1924 as 
he forged a document stating 
that the logical successor would 
be Adam Oraczewski and sent it 
to Rome. He signed the name of 
the vicar general of the Diocese 
of Oklahoma, Monsignor Depre-

itere and the chancellor, 
Monsignor McGuire. 

An investigation 
was launched and, in 

the process, found that his 
documents from a semi-
nary in Poland were forged 
as well. Saint Joseph’s 
Seminary in Plock, Poland, 
did not exist. In fact, he 
was not in Poland during 
the war as he professed 
but a seminarian in Michi-
gan who had been expelled 
twice. 

Incensed, the new bishop, 
Francis Kelley petitioned 
the Holy See to suspend 
Father Adam, and with the 
request granted, sent him 
to Sacred Heart Abbey to do 
penance. During this year, 
he concocted his next proj-
ect that would give cause to 
question his sanity. Where-
as his previous forays could 
be seen as sinful actions for 
which he showed little regret, his 
newest grift had higher aspira-
tions.

Leaving in disgust from Sacred 
Heart and with Bishop Kelley 
refusing to assign him, Father 
Adam ended up in Kansas City, 
Mo., in 1927 with a decidedly 
outlandish conclusion. Making 
the YMCA his headquarters, he 
declared through a press re-
lease that he was Pope Adam II 
(another mystery was who Pope 
Adam I was) with the intention 
of raising $100 million for a new 
Vatican outside Washington, 
D.C. 

To prove his claim, he cir-
culated his photo as pope (see 
above). The Catholic Register 
of Kansas City could not resist 
taking pot shots at the absurdi-
ty of it all: “On the first glance, 
Oraczewski’s picture in papal 
garments makes him a pretty 
distinguished looking pope. With 
a little closer scrutiny, however, 
reveals that the chain of his pec-
toral cross appears to be a piece 
of curtain cord. His skull cap 
covers nearly his whole head. 
His white cassock with cape is 
noticeably longer on the right 

side than the left. And best of 
all his feet are encased in tennis 
shoes!”

Not surprisingly, “Pope Ad-
am’s” pontificate was short-lived, 
and his delusions of grandeur 
led to him being declared “in-
sane” and was consequently 
institutionalized in 1932. After 
a year, he was released and 
deemed “cured.”

 Adam Oraczewski disappeared 
until he resurfaced in the 1960s 
in Cleveland, Ohio, being be-
friended by a compassionate 
priest who sought to bring him 
back to the Church. During 
the time he had been off the 
radar, he became a successful 
landowner. He lived the life of 
a pauper in the attic of one of 
his properties revealing that his 
mental illness had not left him 
entirely.

Refusing to be laicized, he met 
with the Apostolic Delegate in 
Washington who removed his 
suspension, allowing him to 
wear clerical garb (not the papal 
cassock!) but not celebrate Mass. 
Retiring to a Catholic nursing 
home, he left this life reconciled 
with the Church in 1973.  

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Father Adam Oraczewski

Catholic War Vet-
erans recognized 
Vietnam-era 

veterans on March 10. 
The non-post members 
recognized were Charles 
Erwin, Dave Jobe and 
Tom Strotman. Post 
members recognized 
were Roger Thibeault, 

Ken Provost, Tony Wan-
gler, Margie Tisdel, Sid 
Howard, Ronald Sand-
hop, Joe Cashes Jr. and 
Ralph Gosselin. Each 
were given a pin and a 
handout detailing the 
meaning of the pin. 

All U. S. veterans who 
served on active duty 

from Nov. 1, 1955, to 
May 15, 1975, regard-
less of location, and 
surviving spouses, can 
be awarded a lapel 
pin. Pins are provided 
by the U.S. Vietnam 
War Commemoration 
Commission. Catholic 
War Veterans Post 168 

requested and was made 
a partner organization to 
identify and award pins. 
Post 168 will hold an-
other ceremony on April 
14. To receive recogni-
tion and a pin, contact 
Ronald Sandhop at 
resandhop@gmail.com, 
(405) 640-0450.

Catholic War Veterans recognize 
Oklahoma veterans
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the poor of the earth.”
Father Oby Zunmas, pastor of Holy 

Cross Catholic Church in Madill, said 
it is important for faith to learn about 
prayers, fasting and abstinence.

“We live in a world of plenty. We do 
not eat when we are hungry, but be-
cause ‘it is time to eat.’  Prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving, especially during Lent, 
allows us to share our suffering and 
our blessings with the less fortunate,” 
Father Zunmas said. 

“Christ gave us the example of prayer 
and fasting, and he wants us to get 
closer to God through prayer and 
fasting. Just think, if we go out to eat 
and spend $10-$15, what that will 
purchase for people in the third world 
through things like Operation Rice 
Bowl.”

In a homily at daily Mass on March 

10, Father Kevin Ratterman cited two 
readings – Deuteronomy 4:5-9 and Mt 
5:17-19 – as reasons to use prayer, 
fasting and abstinence as tools to begin 
a closer relationship with Christ.

“This program will take you to a new 
level in your spiritual life.”

Father Seeton added that it is about 
the “bright sadness” of the Lenten jour-
ney and Holy Week.

“In the Eastern Christian churches, 
Lent is a time of ‘bright sadness.’ It 
is sad because of my sinfulness and 
the waste I have made of my life (Lk. 
15:13). It is bright because of God’s 
continual presence and constant 
willingness to take me back to him-
self. Lent is a time to look at the dark-
ness in our lives and open our lives to 
Christ, the light that is never overcome 
by darkness. This leads to the joy of 
glorifying Christ, risen from the dead.”

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

Prayers, fasting and abstinence 
examples by Christ 

Abstinence
&&&

NO MEAT

FISH IS OK

ONE REGULAR 
MEAL

TWO SMALL 
MEALS

NO SNACKS

• Ash Wednesday
• Good Friday

• Ash Wednesday
• Good Friday
• All Lent Fridays

Ages 18-59 Ages 14 and older
People who are sick, pregnant 

or nursing are exempt.

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a confirmation Mass on March 21 at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Guymon. 
More than 100 students from Guymon, Boise City and Hooker received the Sacrament of Confirmation during the 
Mass. After Mass, Archbishop Coakley blessed a pietà at the church. Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic. 

The Gospel of Life Disciples (GOLD) will have Stations of the 
Cross at Noon on Good Friday and an Easter Sunday Sunrise 
Mass at 6:30 a.m. outside the Holy Cross behind the St. John 
Paul II Dwelling, 4113 S. Eastern Ave. in Moore.

gospeloflifedisciples.org

Fasting  
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Easter Lilies & GiftsEaster Lilies & Gifts
All sales go to support the careers and independence of individuals 

living with disabilities at the Center of Family Love. 

Gifts

Lilies

Delivery Details
EASTER GIFTS, 

DECOR & MORE! 
VIEW OUR SPRING 

CATALOG AT:
CENTEROFFAMILYLOVE.ORG/

KRISTYLYNS

6” EASTER LILIES
$15 EACH

8” EASTER LILIES
$29.50 EACH LILIES: 

OKC, OKARCHE, KINGFISHER, 
EL RENO & SURROUNDING AREAS
AS WELL AS STATE-WIDE SHIPPING

GIFT SHOP ITEMS: 
NATIONWIDE SHIPPING VIA UPS

Kristy Lyn’s is located at the Center of Family Love | 635 West Texas Avenue, Okarche, OK 73762
We are offering touch-free delivery of certain items, as well as curbside pickup!

*Due to COVID safety precautions, our campus remains closed to outside visitors. 

Call 405.263.4658x1018 or email giftshop@cflinc.org today!

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated the Order of 
Malta Investiture Mass 
March 12 at Christ the 
King Catholic Church in 
Nichols Hills. To learn 
more about the Order 
of Malta, go online to 
orderofmaltafederal.org. 
Photos Chris Porter.
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Dallas Catholics, faith-based agencies pitch in 
to help migrant teens

DALLAS – As federal officials announced that 
a downtown Dallas facility had been chosen to 
house up to 3,000 migrant teenagers starting 
the week of March 15, the Catholic faithful in 
the Diocese of Dallas sprang into action to help.

The Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center 
opened to house unaccom-
panied migrant teens in 
U.S. custody, with the first 
few hundred arriving March 
17. The convention center 
will be used for up to 75 
days, according to a memo 
obtained by The Associated 
Press that was sent March 
15 to members of the Dallas 
City Council. Federal agen-
cies will use the facility to 
house boys ages 15 to 17, 
according to the memo.

As the unaccompanied mi-
grant teens began to arrive, 
Catholic Charities Dallas 
answered the call to assist 
with the process.

“For Catholic Charities, we 
are here to help all in need 
and there is no question 
that these kids are in need – 
and we’re here to help,” said 
Dave Woodyard, president 
and CEO of Catholic Chari-
ties Dallas.

He said Catholic Charities’ 
efforts will focus on finding 
and screening volunteers to assist at the con-
vention center.

“Our service is really to channel volunteers to 
the site to help give aid, comfort and nurturing 
to the kids,” Woodyard told Revista Católica 
Dallas and The Texas Catholic, the Spanish- 
and English-language publications, respective-
ly, of the Diocese of Dallas.

Federal agencies such as the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services will run 
operations at the site, he explained. “They do 
need us to communicate with the kids, help 
them feel calm and, hopefully, help provide 
them a little bit of safety and well-being.”

Catholic Charities is hoping to recruit 200 to 
300 Spanish-speaking volunteers to be avail-
able.

Dallas Bishop Edward J. Burns praised 
Catholic Charities for its efforts, expressing his 
gratitude for its role in helping those in need.

“I am so grateful to our Catholic Charities 
Dallas for their lead role in coordinating all of 
the volunteers who will comfort and aid these 
young people who have come in search of a bet-

ter life,” Bishop Burns said.
“In the Gospel, Christ asks us to welcome the 

stranger, so we are called to welcome the immi-
grants we encounter,” he added. “As people of 
faith, we are compelled to offer comfort, aid and 
understanding to those who survived a perilous 
journey to come here.”

Woodyard said that so far the call for volun-
teers has been met with tremendous response.

Woodyard said as of March 18 they had 
about 180 volunteers, but stressed more would 
be needed.

In addition to Catholic Charities Dallas, other 
nonprofits, churches and interfaith groups 

have reached out to offer support, including the 
U.S. Catholic bishops’ Migration and Refugees 
Services and Dallas Area Interfaith.

Josephine Lopez-Paul, lead organizer for the 
interfaith group, said volunteers from several 
parishes in Dallas who have received training 
as community leaders from Dallas Area Inter-
faith, will be essential volunteers, helping in-
terview young people, contacting their families 
inside the United States and knowing relevant 

details of each case.
“Parish leaders are vital in 

this situation,” Lopez-Paul 
said. “These are people who 
have followed a prior training 
process, who speak the native 
language of the teens arriving 
and have in order the doc-
umentation required by the 
Diocese of Dallas in relation 
to safe environment policies.”

Texas parishes such as 
Saint Luke Catholic Church 
in Irving, Mary Immaculate 
Catholic Church in Farmers 
Branch and San Juan Diego 
Catholic Church in Dallas 
were among those mentioned 
by Lopez-Paul as the most 
helpful volunteer sources at 
this time.

She said that the coordina-
tion process is under way to 
allow information from par-
ish leaders eligible to volun-
teer at the convention center 
to be fed into the Catholic 
Charities database.

In addition to the Catholic 
Church, Lopez-Paul said she is working with 
the Episcopal, Methodist, Lutheran, Jewish 
and Presbyterian churches, whose leaders also 
have received training from Dallas Area Inter-
faith in the past.

“This is a coordinated effort for the good of a 
community that has experienced many difficul-
ties and deserves respect and help,” Lopez-Paul 
said.

Constanza Morales is managing editor of 
Revista Católica Dallas, the Spanish-language 
magazine of the Diocese of Dallas. Michael 
Gresham is interim editor of The Texas Catholic, 
the diocesan newspaper.

By Constanza Morales and Michael Gresham 
Catholic News Service 

Unaccompanied minors seeking asylum in the U.S., await transport in Penitas, Texas, March 
12, after crossing the Rio Grande. CNS photo/Adrees Latif, Reuters.
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Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine beam signing

Photos Avery Holt, Sam Gaglio, Cynthia Aranda, 
Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic and provided.

March 16, 17 and 20

Tom and Marti Rother

Sr. Marita Rother, A.S.C.



The author of “Ceremonies ex-
plained for servers: a manual for 
servers, acolytes,

sacristans, and master of cere-
monies,” Peter J. Elliott, is a for-
mer auxiliary bishop of the Arch-
diocese of Melbourne, Australia. 
He is a consultant to the Vatican 
Congregation of Divine Worship, 
member of the Australian Bishops’ 
Liturgical Commission, and the 
Vatican’s Commission that pre-
pared the Anglican use for the Per-
sonal Ordinariates. He is author of 
several books on the liturgy. 

In this book, there are 11 chap-
ters, an appendix and an index. 
There are some black and white 
illustrations by Clara Fisher. 
This book is good for high school 
juniors and seniors, college-age 
people and adults. This book is a 
great overview of what servers are 
called to do when serving at Mass 
and at various liturgies. It also is 
good for sacristans, seminarians, 
lay master of ceremonies and oth-
ers involved in the liturgy. Bishop 
Elliott presents what the server is 
to do point by point.

Ch. 1 is an overview of what a 
server is. The bishop also says 
that serving involves reverence, 
discipline, decorum and piety. In 
Ch. 2, the bishop gives an over-
view of what liturgy is and how 
servers fit into that. He discuss-
es what liturgical symbolism is, 
what liturgical time is, the various 
liturgical settings and other items 
connected to the liturgy. 

In Ch. 3, he discusses the vari-
ous actions and motions that the 
server does during the Mass or at 
other liturgies, like how the server 
is to walk, kneel, genuflect and 
bow. He also discusses how the 
server rings the bells and when to 
do this, and how to use the thu-
rible. In Ch. 4, the bishop presents 
the three “kinds” of Masses a serv-
er may serve at, like a Mass with 
one priest with a congregation, a 
concelebrated Mass where there 
are several priests in attendance 
and a Mass without people.

In Ch. 5, Bishop Elliott discuss-
es how to serve for the “Traditional 
Latin Mass” or the Extraordinary 
Form of the Mass. He presents 
what the levels of this kind of 
Mass are; Low Mass, Low Mass 
with two servers, and a Solemn 

High Mass. In Ch. 6, he informs 
the servers how to serve at cele-
brations for various Sacraments 
during Mass or outside Mass. 

In Ch. 
7, he 
explains 
how the 
server 
serves 
for the 
various 
funeral rites or celebrations 
like at a Vigil, Mass of Chris-
tian Burial or a funeral Mass, 
Final Commendation and 
Farewell, Prayers at the Grave, 
and funerals outside of Mass. 
In Ch. 8, Bishop Elliott dis-
cusses how a server serves 
at the Liturgy of the Hours, which 
mainly is at Solemn Vespers or 
Evening Prayer.

Ch. 9 is about other ceremonies 
that a server might be involved 
in, like the Mass for Candlemas, 
Ash Wednesday and such. Ch. 
10 is about the high point of the 
Church Year, Holy Week. Bishop 
Elliott provides information and 
directions on what Holy Week and 
the Triduum are and their various 
liturgical ceremonies and what 

servers do at them. 
In Ch. 11, he explains how the 

server serves at a Pontifical Mass, 
which involves a bishop or some 
other prelate like an abbot; how to 
serve at a Confirmation, Ordina-

tions, Religious 
Professions 
and at the 
Chrism Mass. 
The appendices 
tell how to light 
candles, the 
setting out of 
vestments and 
prayers for serv-
ers. The book 
concludes with 
an index. 

Throughout 
the book, Bishop Elliott 
points out differences in how 
things are done in Australia, the 
United States and Europe. This 
book will be of great interest to 
those interested in how liturgy 
is done. It is a practical book. 
Of course, some things are done 
differently from country to country 
and from parish to parish. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.
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Jobs Box
Office manager and executive 
assistant – OKC

The Catholic Pastoral Center 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an office manag-
er and executive assistant in the 
Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis. Responsible for orga-
nizing, coordinating and managing 
office administration procedures 
to ensure effectiveness and ef-
ficiency, including coordinating 
events and maintaining schedules 
for the executive director and 
assistant executive director, in-
tra-office communications, inven-
tory control, staff supervision and 
delegation of tasks. Independently 
manage a wide range of admin-
istrative tasks. Send resume to 
mmills@archokc.org.  

Production assistant – OKC
The Office of Communications 

for the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City is seeking a production 
assistant to assist the coordina-
tor of digital evangelization in all 
digital aspects of communications, 
including live-streaming, video, 
graphics, website coordination 
and social media. Bachelor’s de-
gree in communications, graphics 
or related field a must. Catholic 
in good standing preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Planned giving associate 
director – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an associate direc-
tor of planned giving. This position 
is part of the Stewardship and 
Development team and is respon-
sible for planning and implement-

ing bequest marketing activities 
to encourage gifts in wills and 
other gift planning in support of 
the mission and ministry of the 
archdiocese. Active, practicing 
Catholic in good standing with 
the Catholic Church required. 
Affinity with the overall mission of 
the archdiocese;  ability to iden-
tify, cultivate and solicit potential 
benefactors; possess the ability to 
work effectively with others (staff, 
clergy, religious and laity); abili-
ty to provide excellent customer 
service to internal and external 
constituencies; ability to organize 
priorities and utilize effective time 
management techniques; ability to 
respect confidentiality at all times; 
excellent technical computer skills 
in Microsoft Office with an ad-
vanced competency in Microsoft 
Excel and multiple types of data-
bases such as Access and Raiser’s 
Edge a must. Bilingual skills in 
Spanish preferred. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.  

Refugee job developer - OKC
Catholic Charites of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a refugee job developer to develop 
and maintain partnerships with 
employers to identify employment 
opportunities; provide clients with 
job readiness training; assist cli-
ents with completing applications, 
interviews and placement activi-
ties; conduct follow-up actions for 
retention purposes. High school 
diploma and at least two years’ 
experience directly related to the 
responsibilities specified; bache-
lor’s degree in business or market-
ing with experience in job devel-

opment or employment services 
preferred; Possess a valid Okla-
homa driver’s license and clean 
driving record; fluency in written 
and spoken English; fluency in 
Spanish, Burmese, Swahili or oth-
er language that is representative 
of a refugee population current-
ly being served by the program 
preferred. Send cover letter and 
resume to Mark Chan at mchan@
ccaokc.org.

Secretary/family service 
counselor - OKC

Resurrection Cemetery is seek-
ing a qualified individual for a 
secretary/family service counselor 
position. Candidate needs to have 
great customer service and office 
organization. Must be proficient 
with Microsoft programs. Bilingual 
accepted. Send resume to bseid@
rescemokc.org.

PreK-4 teacher - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified PreK-4 teacher for 
the 2021-2022. Be prepared to 
join a strong faculty excited about 
making disciples. E-mail a cov-
er letter and resume to Principal 
Todd Gungoll at principal@scbokc.
org.

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to 
and from work on assigned routes 
daily. Drivers can also drive for 
special school functions as re-
quested. Some qualifications in-
clude valid driver’s license; ability 

to pass background check and a 
clean DMV record (five years); bi-
lingual (English/Spanish) speak-
ing a plus; ability and willingness 
to work a split-shift; experience 
and/or willingness to work with 
youth ages 14-18. Send resume 
and a brief statement of interest 
to Ashton.Smith@CristoReyOKC.
org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
Catholic Charites of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
an Immigration Legal Services 
administrative assistant. Must 
be fluent in reading, writing and 
speaking of Spanish and English; 
high school diploma or equiva-
lent; at least one year clerical or 
secretarial experience; legal (and/
or immigration) knowledge a plus. 
Submit PDFs of your resume and 
cover letter to mperez@ccaokc.org 
or through Indeed. Applications 
reviewed on rolling basis.

Executive assistant - Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catho-

lic Church in Edmond seeks a 
motivated professional to serve as 
executive assistant to the priests 
and worship pillar. This position 
will be responsible for organizing, 
coordinating and managing priest 
schedules and correspondence, 
and assisting the worship pillar 
in liturgical processes. The ideal 
candidate will be knowledgeable 
of the Catholic faith, organized, 
detail-oriented, tech savvy with 
strong customer service and 
interpersonal skills. Send re-
sume to Amy Dennis at adennis@
stjohn-catholic.org. 

Book review: “Ceremonies explained for servers”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
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Should we take whatever vaccine is offered?
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

On March 1, Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Bak-
er told residents in the town of Mattapan that 
when it comes to the various COVID-19 vac-
cines, “These are all very effective. People don’t 
need to pick one from another. People should 
get vaccinated. If you have a chance to get a 
vaccine, you should take it, whatever it is.”

The governor’s sweeping statement seems 
to imply, first, that everybody should get a 
COVID-19 shot, and second, that it’s not 
necessary to distinguish among the different 
vaccines currently on the market, like Moder-
na, Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson and eventually 
others. 

Such a perspective fails to acknowledge the 
important factors that are part of deciding 
whether to receive a particular COVID-19 vac-
cine or any other vaccine.

When new or experimental treatments be-
come available, including novel vaccines, and 
we have limited knowledge of their side effects, 
adverse events, efficacy and long-term con-
sequences, it’s important to realize that such 
treatments are never morally obligatory for an 
individual, nor for a whole population. Achiev-
ing herd immunity, while clearly an important 
goal, in no way demands that everyone must 
be immunized. 

For those individuals who are young and in 
good health, for example, and with no comor-
bidities, the risk of adverse outcomes from a 
COVID-19 infection, statistically speaking, are 
very low, on a par with the generally low risks 
of being vaccinated. They may reasonably, 
therefore, decide to decline receiving an inocu-
lation.

For those, meanwhile, who are more vulnera-
ble to the coronavirus and its potentially dam-
aging effects, like those who are obese, elderly, 
diabetic or facing other comorbidities, it makes 
sense for them to consider the potentially safer 
path of vaccination rather than risking a harm-
ful (or deadly) encounter with the virus itself. 

Each person must make a careful determina-
tion about whether a COVID-19 vaccination is 
appropriate for his or her set of circumstances. 

This is no different from making decisions 
about other vaccines like the shingles vaccine 
or the annual flu shot. When people get older, 
their chance of getting shingles, for exam-
ple, increases and the CDC recommends the 
shingles vaccine for those over 50. Similar to 
COVID-19, the older you are, the greater the 
risk, and the greater the need to consider the 
possibility of vaccination to avoid the painful 
effects of shingles. 

But, it is not mandatory that everyone should 
take the shingles vaccine – or the flu shot or 
the COVID-19 vaccine – because not everyone 
faces the same risks or would benefit from it to 
the same degree. 

When deciding which vaccine to receive from 
among the FDA-approved COVID-19 vaccines, 
some may be considerably more effective than 
others, and some may incur side effects for 
certain individuals. 

For example, a compound called polyeth-
ylene glycol (PEG) has been identified as a 
possible trigger for rare allergic or anaphylactic 
reactions in some vaccine recipients, even in 
trace amounts. According to FDA documents, 
both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines contain 
PEG, while the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
does not. Thus, individuals with a PEG allergy 
effectively have only a single choice among the 
three emergency-use authorized vaccines in 
the United States.

Another distinction among vaccines from 
Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson is 
their association with cell lines that were 
originally derived from human abortions. The 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are not directly 
produced or manufactured by relying on these 
abortion-related cell lines while the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine is directly grown in such cells. 
All three vaccine manufacturers, however, have 

carried 
out an-
cillary or 
side-test-
ing pro-
cedures 
using 
these cell 
lines.

Using abortion-derived cell lines in scientif-
ic research and industrial development raises 
significant ethical concerns. 

When several vaccine candidates are avail-
able that are equally safe and effective, Cath-
olics may discern in conscience the need to 
receive a candidate that is not associated at all, 
or more distantly associated, with abortion-de-
rived cell lines. 

People at relatively low risk also may decide 
to wait for a vaccine with no connection to 
abortion if one is not yet available. They can 
make these choices as matters of conscience 
to avoid entanglements with the morally unac-
ceptable practice of abortion. All of us have a 
right to vaccines with no connection to these 
cell lines. Nonetheless, the Church also re-
minds us that we are permitted to take, under 
protest, any of the currently available vaccines, 
even those most directly associated with cell 
lines from abortions, if we discern in con-
science that there is a serious or proportionate 
reason to do so. We need to give each of these 
options real prayerful and thoughtful discern-
ment.

Taken together, these considerations show 
us how it is important not to gloss over the 
distinctions among various COVID-19 vaccines 
and imply, as Gov. Baker does, that everybody 
should get the first version that is available. 

aRather, each of us needs to make careful 
decisions about our own health while also 
making conscientious choices in the light of 
legitimate moral concerns. 

Jobs Box
Summer internship - OKC

Catholic Charities with the Cath-
olic Campaign for Human Develop-
ment is offering a 10-week intern-
ship for any U.S. Catholic who has 
an interest in building solidarity 
and subsidiarity, promoting human 
dignity and learning about Catholic 
social teaching. Candidates should 
be seeking professional opportu-
nities in social justice fields, com-
munity development and economic 
development. The position assists 
the diocesan director of CCHD to 
provide education about poverty 
issues, write articles about the 
social ministry parish grants, and 
develop relationships with com-
munity organizations. Internships 
are paid $14/hour and includes 
a virtual orientation May 26-28 
in Washington D.C. Application 
deadline is April 9. Contact Brian 
Smith at (405) 523-3000, Ext. 245, 
or bsmith@ccaokc.org.

Independent living activity 
director - OKC

St. Ann Retirement Center in 
Oklahoma City is seeking an 
independent living activity direc-
tor to provide a plan of activities 

appropriate to the needs of the 
residents; lead exercise classes 
and other creative movements; 
encourage resident participation 
in activities; and plan, decorate 
and implement significant holiday 
events. Experience preferred; great 
personality and conversationalist; 
public speaking and performance, 
a plus; able to multi-task and 
excellent time management. Will-
ing to obtain commercial driver’s 
license within two months of hire. 
Contact Bridget Clark at (405) 
721-0747, Ext. 322.

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking a princi-
pal for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Ideal candidate is highly effective 
communicator and creative prob-
lem solver who is enthusiastic 
about addressing the challenges of 
providing access to Catholic edu-
cation for all. Must be practicing 
Catholic with a minimum of five 
years of teaching experience. Ad-
ministrative experience and bilin-
gual in Spanish preferred. Effective 
July 1; earlier start date possible. 
Contact the Office of the Super-

intendent, P.O. Box 32180, OKC 
73123; dfloyd@archokc.org or call 
(405) 721-4202.

Business manager – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking an accountant to 
fill the school’s business manager 
position. Accounting responsibil-
ities include financial reporting, 
oversite of the general ledger, bud-
geting, accounts receivable, invest-
ments, accounts payable, accruals 
and fixed assets. Student financial 
aid applications and awards also 
are managed by this position. A 
bachelor’s degree in accounting or 
finance, proficiency with Microsoft 
Office applications, making pre-
sentations and experience using 
accounting software a must. The 
position requires attention to de-
tail, strong communication skills, 
accuracy and the ability to work 
well with parents and school staff. 
Bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Send inquiries and resumes to 
cfinsel@mountstmary.org.

Special education teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is looking for an educator to work 

with students in the Supplemen-
tal Opportunities for Academic 
Readiness program. A bachelor’s 
degree in education is required 
along with special education cer-
tification. Send resume and cover 
letter to Amy Feighny, Christ the 
King Catholic School, 1905 Elm-
hurst Ave., OKC 73120; afeighny@
ckschool.com. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - Lawton

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton is seeking a 
full-time director of evangelization 
and Christian formation to lead 
and organize efforts in evangeli-
zation, especially among children 
and youth. Deep commitment to 
the life of a missionary disciple 
and a joyful willingness to take an 
active part in parish life a must. 
Experience in evangelization and 
catechetical leadership preferred. 
Contact Fr. John Paul Lewis at 
(580) 355-2054.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.



A medida que la Iglesia comienza la Semana 
Santa y celebra otro Triduo Pascual, es posible 
que nos estemos preguntando qué significa 
realmente la Pascua para nosotros. Hemos 
pasado por mucho este año. Ha sido un año 
de pandemia, malestar y agitación. La muerte 
ha proyectado su sombra sobre nosotros de 
formas inesperadas. ¿Puede aún la fe sostener-
nos, incluso frente a tales desafíos?

“¿Por qué buscán entre los muertos al que 
vive? Él no está aquí. Resucitó” (Lc. 24: 6). Esta 
sorprendente noticia anunciada por los ángeles 
a María Magdalena en la tumba en la maña-
na de Pascua, y proclamada por los 
Apóstoles e innumerables testigos 
a lo largo de los siglos, resume el 
corazón de la fe cristiana. “¡Cristo ha 
resucitado! ¡Realmente ha resucita-
do!” La muerte ha sido vencida.

Sin embargo, para vivir esta alar-
mante proclamación como Buena 
Nueva, debe significar algo para 
nosotros personalmente. La proc-
lamación de la Pascua no es mera-
mente información sobre el destino 
de Jesús. Una conclusión o abstrac-
ción ética no puede salvarnos. Solo 
el encuentro con la persona de Jesu-
cristo tiene poder para salvar. Sí, el 
Padre verdaderamente ha exaltado 
a Jesús al levantarlo mediante el 
poder del Espíritu Santo. Pero, ¿qué 
significa eso para nosotros?

Jesús, el Hijo de Dios, se hizo 
hombre, sufrió, murió y resucitó 
precisamente “por nosotros los hombres y por 
nuestra salvación”, como decimos en el Credo 
de Nicea en la Misa. Dio su vida por nosotros, 
para revelar el amor del Padre por nosotros. 
Debido a que Jesucristo ha vencido la muerte 
en nuestra carne humana, tenemos la espe-
ranza de compartir su victoria a través de la 
fe. El bautismo nos da una participación en 
su nueva vida. Ya estamos viviendo esa nueva 

vida de gracia que llegará a su perfección en la 
gloria del cielo y en la compañía de los santos. 
Mientras que en la Pascua se celebra la victoria 
de la vida, también esto es verdaderamente el 
cumpleaños de la esperanza.

Desde que el pecado entró en el mundo, la 
humanidad ha estado atrapada en una es-
piral de desesperanza. La muerte acabó por 
consumir todas las esperanzas y los sueños. 
Pero Cristo ha traspasado el velo oscuro de la 
muerte y la desesperanza. Después de todo, la 
muerte no tiene la última palabra.

La vida no terminará para nosotros en el 

vacío. Jesucristo conquista la muerte. Él reina 
victorioso y esperamos reinar con él. ¡Ahora, en 
efecto, esta es una buena noticia! El encuentro 
con Jesús resucitado da a la vida un nuevo 
horizonte y nos ofrece una esperanza inque-
brantable.

Una persona que está perdiendo la esperanza 
siente que la vida se desvanece. Quizás tú o yo 
hemos sido esa persona en algún momento. La 

esperanza siem-
pre es reconsti-
tuyente. Si una 
persona enferma 
o desanimada 
descubre alguna 
esperanza, por 
pequeña que sea, 
descubre una 
nueva vitalidad. No importa cuántas veces una 
persona lo haya intentado y fallado, la esper-
anza le da a esa persona el valor para volver a 
intentarlo.

Incluso si nada parece haber cam-
biado, cuando la esperanza florece en 
un corazón humano, en un matrimonio 
o en una familia, todo parece nuevo. 
La vida se renueva. La esperanza es 
la fuente de esta nueva vida y energía. 
Vigoriza la fe y estimula el amor.

La virtud teológica de la esperanza 
tiene por objeto la posesión plena de la 
vida nueva y eterna en Cristo. Jesu-
cristo es nuestra esperanza. En última 
instancia, nuestra esperanza espera la 
resurrección de la muerte en el último 
día, pero nuestra esperanza más inme-
diata es renovada y sostenida por la ex-
periencia de la resurrección espiritual 
en pequeñas victorias sobre el pecado, 
el desánimo y el miedo en nuestra vida 
diaria.

Nuestra misión es dar testimonio de 
esperanza en el mundo. Tenemos un 
hermoso gesto litúrgico durante la Vig-

ilia Pascual que nos lo recuerda. Al pasarnos 
una pequeña llama e iluminar la iglesia oscu-
recida con la luz del cirio Pascual, reconocemos 
que nuestro llamado es llevar a Cristo, la luz y 
la esperanza del mundo, a los lugares oscuros 
y a los corazones desesperados que aún espe-
ran el mensaje de Cristo de liberación. ¡Cristo 
es nuestra esperanza! Esto es lo que significa 
Pascua.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Qué significa la Pascua?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Presidentes de USCCB y del Comité de Migración Celebran 
la Aprobación de la Legislación Bipartidista de Reforma 

Migratoria en la Cámara de Representantes e Instan a una 
Rápida Acción del Senado

WASHINGTON – El jueves 18 de marzo, la 
Cámara de Representantes del Congreso de 
Estados Unidos aprobó la Ley de Promesa 
y Sueño Americano (HR 6) y la Ley de Mod-
ernización de la Fuerza Laboral Agrícola (HR 
1603), dos proyectos de ley bipartidistas que 
proporcionarían un camino hacia la ciu-
dadanía a más de tres millones de jóvenes 
inmigrantes, a los portadores del Estatus de 
Protección Temporal (TPS), los beneficiarios de 
Salida Forzada Diferida (DED) y a los traba-
jadores agrícolas temporales y sus familias. 

En tal sentido, arzobispo José H. Gomez de 
Los Ángeles, presidente de la Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos (USC-
CB), y el obispo Mario E. Dorsonville, obis-
po auxiliar de Washington y presidente del 
Comité de Migración de la USCCB, emitieron 
la siguiente declaración:

“Celebramos la aprobación de la Ley de 
Promesa y Sueño Americano y la Ley de Mod-
ernización de la Fuerza Laboral Agrícola por 
parte de la Cámara de Representantes, que 
ayudaría a muchos inmigrantes trabajadores 
a alcanzar el potencial que les dio Dios, no 
solo para su beneficio personal sino para el de 
todo el país. Inspirada en la vida de Cristo, la 
Iglesia Católica sigue comprometida a garan-
tizar que todas las personas dentro de nuestra 
sociedad tengan la oportunidad de prosperar, 
especialmente aquellas que a menudo quedan 
marginadas. 

Por esa razón, instamos al Senado para que 
adopte y apruebe estas medidas rápidamente, 
y una vez más hacemos un llamado a los 
legisladores de ambas cámaras del Congre-
so para que trabajen juntos para promulgar 
reformas más amplias y vitalmente necesarias 

para corregir nuestro roto sistema de inmi-
gración. Nos comprometemos a trabajar con el 
Congreso y la Administración en este esfuerzo, 
que creemos es un tema urgente para defend-
er la vida y la dignidad humanas”.

El 15 de marzo de 2021, el obispo Dorson-
ville envió una carta a todos los miembros de 
la Cámara de Representantes solicitando la 
aprobación de los dos proyectos de ley. El tex-
to completo de la carta se puede encontrar en 
el sitio web de Justicia para Inmigrantes.

El mes pasado, el obispo Dorsonville tam-
bién envió una carta a la presidenta de la 
Cámara de Representantes, Nancy Pelosi, y al 
líder de la mayoría del Senado, Chuck Schum-
er, así como a todos los miembros del Con-
greso, solicitando que estos proyectos de ley 
reciban consideración inmediata en el nuevo 
Congreso.

La Vigilia Pascual de 2019 en la Iglesia Católica San Marcos Evange-
lista en Norman. Foto proveída.
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Las vocaciones responden al llamado de Dios para 
hacer realidad los grandes sueños, dice el Papa

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) -- La vida 
religiosa y sacerdotal debe estar llena de la 
alegría sencilla de preocuparse todos los días 
por lo que realmente importa: la amistad fiel 
con Dios y entre nosotros, expresó el papa 
Francisco.

“Rezo para que experimenten esta misma 
alegría, queridos hermanos y hermanas que 
generosamente han hecho de Dios el sueño de 
sus vidas, sirviéndole en sus hermanos y her-
manas a través de una fidelidad que es un tes-
timonio poderoso en una época de elecciones y 
emociones efímeras que no traen alegría du-
radera”, escribió el Santo Padre en su mensaje 
para la Jornada Mundial de Oración por las 
Vocaciones 2021. Este evento será celebrado el 
25 de abril en el Vaticano y en muchas diócesis 
de todo el mundo.

El mensaje, difundido en el Vaticano en la 
fiesta de San José el 19 de marzo, estaba ded-
icado a este santo y al “sueño de la vocación”. 
A partir del 8 de diciembre de 2020, el papa 
había declarado un año especial dedicado al 
santo no solo para fomentar un mayor amor al 
guardián de Jesús y patrón de la iglesia uni-
versal, sino también para que la gente pueda 
hallar inspiración en él.

Como protector de Jesús y de la iglesia, 
San José puede ser un modelo para todas las 
vocaciones, que deben ser las “manos siempre 
activas del Padre, extendidas hacia sus hijos”, 
sostuvo el papa en el mensaje.

San José tiene “el corazón de un padre, ca-

paz de dar y generar vida en medio de la rutina 
diaria”, que es el mismo objetivo de las voca-
ciones, escribió.

“El Señor desea moldear el corazón de los 
padres y madres: corazones abiertos, capaces 
de grandes iniciativas, generosos en la entrega, 
compasivos en consolar ansiedades, y firmes 
en fortalecer esperanzas.

“El sacerdocio y la vida consagrada necesitan 
mucho estas cualidades hoy en día, en tiempos 
marcados por la fragilidad, pero también por 
los sufrimientos por la pandemia, que ha gen-
erado incertidumbres y temores sobre el futuro 
y el sentido mismo de la vida”, escribió.

San José, dijo el papa, es uno de esos am-
ables “santos de al lado” cuyo “fuerte testimo-
nio puede guiarnos en el camino”.

El corazón del santo siempre estaba es-
cuchando a Dios, quien le hablaba en sueños, 
escribió el Sumo Pontífice.

“Esto se aplica también a nuestro llamado: a 
Dios no le gusta revelarse de manera espectac-
ular, presionando nuestra libertad”, escribió el 
papa Francisco. “Nos transmite sus planes con 
gentileza”, hablando a través de los pensamien-
tos y sentimientos de uno, y develando “hori-
zontes profundos e inesperados”.

El santo enfrentó numerosos disturbios, pero 
siempre encontró la valentía para seguir la 
voluntad de Dios, dijo el papa. Lo mismo debe 
suceder con la vocación, continuó, porque “la 
llamada de Dios siempre nos urge a dar un 
primer paso, a darnos, a seguir adelante. No 

puede haber fe sin riesgo”.
San José es un ejemplo de servicio “como ex-

presión concreta del don de sí mismo”, escribió 
el Santo Padre.

Siempre se adaptó a circunstancias difer-
entes e inesperadas sin desanimarse y sin que-
jarse porque siempre estaba “dispuesto a dar 
una mano para ayudar a resolver situaciones”.

Y San José fue siempre fiel y perseverante, 
dijo, vigorizado por las palabras de Dios: “No 
temas”.

Dios les dice esas mismas palabras a los sac-
erdotes y religiosos todos los días, pero espe-
cialmente en medio de “incertidumbres y vaci-
laciones” o “pruebas y malentendidos”, porque 
están llamados, como San José, a “decir ‘sí’ a 
Dios con su vida, a través de su fidelidad cada 
día “.

“Esta fidelidad es el secreto de la alegría”, 
agregó.

“Es la alegría de la sencillez, la alegría que 
experimentan a diario los que se preocupan 
por lo que verdaderamente importa: la cercanía 
fiel a Dios y al prójimo”, dijo, pidiendo que este 
“mismo ambiente, sencillo y radiante, sobrio y 
esperanzador” impregne todos los seminarios, 
casas religiosas, y rectorías.

El papa Francisco pidió que San José proteja 
las vocaciones y que los hombres y mujeres 
vean cómo el llamado de Dios hará realidad 
sus mayores sueños; respondan con un servi-
cio generoso y una atención atenta; y vivan con 
fidelidad sencilla y alegre.

Campaña de Recolección de Jeans 
Campaña de Recolección de Jeans 

Campaña de Recolección de Jeans 

• Sister BJ’s pantry está recolectando jeans para    
 hombres, nuevos y usados. 
• El objetivo es recolectar 1,000 pares de pantalones  
 de mezclilla.
• La fecha límite para la recolección es
 el 31 de marzo del 2021

Lugares donde puede encontrar una caja
para la recolección de Jeans para
Sister BJ´s Pantry:
St. BJ´s Pantry: 819 NW 4th Street
Sábados de marzo por la mañana:
De 9 am a 11am

O bien,O bien,
Saint Mark, Norman
Saint James, OKC
Saint Francis of Assisi, OKC
Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
Christ the King, Nichols Hills
Saint Eugene, The Village
Saint Monica, EdmondSaint Monica, Edmond
Saint John the Baptist, Edmond

Jeans nuevos y usados:
Tallas: 30 al 38 de preferencia

    Sister BJ les da las gracias
       y que Dios los bendiga!�

Para mayor información, visite:
www.srbjpantry.org

El Viñedo de Raquel (Español)
Un retiro de fin de semana en español del Viñedo de Raquel se llevará a cabo del 19 al 31 de 

octubre en el Centro Pastoral Católico, 7501 Northwest Expressway en Oklahoma City. Este re-
tiro de sanación es para mujeres y hombres que han surfrido un aborto y es un lugar para otras 
personas que han pasado por un dolor similar. Envíe un correo electrónico a rachel@cceok.org 
para registrarse o llame al (918) 512-1525 para obtener más información.

Para enviar fotos, información 
sobre eventos o ideas de historias 
que pueden ser publicadas, 
envíe un correo electrónico a 
tips@archokc.org.
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I love it when the Bradford 
Pear trees billow with white 
blossoms, followed by the 
redbud display of violet hues, 
announcing Spring. These 
beautiful appearances shake 
off my winter doze and prompt 
me to get out and participate. 
The season is full of activities, 
celebrations and milestones. 
Easter comes to mind, first, but 
there also are ballgames, gradu-
ations, Mother’s Day and more.

The Oklahoma Catholic Ra-
dio Radiothon also occurs in 
Spring. This fundraising event 
has been the primary support 
that has allowed OKCR to evan-
gelize and grow throughout the 
state. Held once in the Spring 
and again in the Fall, OKCR 
broadcasts for two consecutive 
days from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. each 
day. 

During the event, OKCR 
board members and volunteers 
connect with listeners and sup-
porters in real time and ask for 
gifts. Just as important, we ask 
our listeners to share how they 
glorify God via Catholic radio. 
I suspect many listeners, like 
me, find it compelling to hear 
the stories during the radiothon 
interviews of how Catholic radio 
has influenced someone’s life. 
It is the communion of saints at 
work.

You will want to be part of 
the Spring Radiothon. Since 
OKCR was able to make a wise 
equipment investment, remote 
broadcasting is now possible. 
This has opened the door for 
OKCR to cover more and to do 
it more creatively. 

Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
President Jeff Finnell intro-
duced the 2021 Spring Radio-
thon this way, “We are utilizing 
this equipment to do remote 
broadcasts, so now we have the 
ability to expand our radiothons 
and conduct one day at a given 

parish in the archdiocese. The 
2021 Spring Radiothon will be 
May 6, 7 and 8. We hope to tap 
into an audience that has not 
heard us before – the Saturday 
listener, who is different from 
the weekday listener.”

OKCR is extending its reach 
into the larger community, too. 
Thursday, May 6, listeners will 
be able to join the Assembly of 
Catholic Professionals during 
their quarterly meeting. Via re-
mote broadcast by OKCR, they 
will hear the address given by 
U.S. Rep. Stephanie Bice at the 
gathering.

Much of what OKCR listen-
ers are accustomed to hearing 
during the radiothons has been 
parish-centered. Congresswom-
an Bice’s talk may carry us be-
yond our parish borders to the 
national and global arena. We 
may be encountering priorities 
and intentions there that are 
very different from our own. 

At least for me, an intrigu-
ing and challenging concept is 
reconciling the expression of 
my Catholic faith of reliance on 
God’s sovereignty with a world 
that demands that same trust 
and dependance on politics and 
government without acknowl-
edging God.

When I first found Catholic 
radio on my car radio, I never 
imagined it to be more than a 
way to pass the time and learn 
a little about my faith. As I 
listened more and participat-
ed more, I was transformed. 
Catholic radio was an ongoing 
invitation to “seek God’s face.” 
With the ability to broadcast re-
motely, OKCR is making God’s 
invitation personal to many 
more across the state.

Join me for the Spring Ra-
diothon, May 6, 7 and 8. You 
are invited to listen, call in and 
contribute. OKCR continues to 
explore ways to reach more of 
our community and share what 
it means to be Catholic. You are 
an important part of that com-
munity and it would not be the 
same without you!

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month for adoration and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklaho-
ma City. Adoration is open to the 
public.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp

Sign up for summer camp! Visit 
archokc.org/camp to see summer 
camp and family camp schedules. 
There are opportunities available 
to join the camp staff too!

Marriage in His Image Date 
Nights

Christ the King Catholic Church 
presents Marriage in His Image 
Date Nights at 6:15 p.m. April 17 
with Dcn. Rick and Toby Booth in 
the school cafeteria, 8005 Dorset 
Dr. in Nichols Hills. The session 
is based on Catholic teaching to 
guide committed couples in their 
marriage journey with Jesus 
Christ before and after the wed-
ding. RSVP for free childcare at 
mihi@ckokc.org. Visit ckokc.org/
mihi. 

Chrism Mass
The Chrism Mass will be live-

streamed at 3 p.m. March 30 
from The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
Due to social distancing require-
ments, the Mass will not be open 
to the public. Watch the live-
stream at archokc.org/live, Face-
book and YouTube.

Jeans Drive 2021
Sister BJ’s Pantry is having their 

annual Jeans Drive for homeless 
people. New or gently used men’s 
jeans will be collected until March 
31 at several locations including 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Sr. BJ’s 
Pantry, 819 N.W. 4 in Oklahoma 
City. Sizes 30-38 preferred. Visit 
srbjpantry.org.

Good Friday walk
Join parishioners of St. Joseph 

Catholic Church in Ada on their 
annual Good Friday pilgrimage 
walk April 2 from Allen to Ada. 
Meet in the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church parking lot at 7 a.m. for 
prayers and instructions, then 
carpool to Allen. There will be two 
to three-mile intervals for breaks 
and Stations of the Cross. The 
program will end about 3 p.m. 
in Ada. There will be relief cars 
available. Call the parish office for 
reservations and information at 
(580) 332-4811.  

Domestic Church Evangelization 
Retreat

A retreat for sacramentally mar-
ried couples to begin, or deepen, 

their spiritual lives together is 
April 15-18 at the Catholic Pas-
toral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, OKC. Cost: $350 
(scholarships available). Regis-
ter at archokc.org/dc. Contact 
Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-2755, 
aschimpf@archokc.org. 

A Day in the Life of Consecrated 
Life

The Religious Sisters of Mer-
cy invite ladies to a discernment 
retreat 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. April 
24 in Tulsa. Join them for a day 
of discussions, prayer, talks, Holy 
Hour and an experience of com-
munal life. Transportation and 
lunch provided. E-mail Vanessa at 
vbaquera@archokc.org.

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is 

April 30 - May 2 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway, Oklahoma City. This 
healing retreat is for post-abortive 
women and men and is a place 
where other people have been 
through similar pain. E-mail   
rachel@cceok.org or call (918) 
512-1525 for more information. 

Golf Tournament
Knights of Columbus Council 

#5266 at St. Francis Xavier Cath-
olic Church in Stillwater is hosting 
the 2021 Oklahoma Knights of 
Columbus annual golf tourna-
ment May 22 at the Golf Course at 
Cimarron Trail in Perkins. Pro-
ceeds benefit The Center of Family 
Love. Open to all golfers; 4 player 
scramble with a shotgun start at 
1:30 pm. $75 per player covers the 
green fee, cart, lunch, goody bag 
and two drink tickets. Multiple 
sponsorship opportunities avail-
able. Registration and sponsorship 
forms: kofc5266.org/p/resourc-
es. Contact SK Pedro Velasco at 
pedropvelascoe@gmail.com, (405) 
614-4585.

Mask requirement in place
Archbishop Coakley has issued a 

mandatory requirement for masks 
to be worn for all public Masses in 
the archdiocese. Pews also must 
be marked for social distancing. 
To find guidelines for Mass, RE 
classes or parish gatherings, go 
online to archokc.org/mass.

Sign up for FORMED!
There are three easy steps 

for parishioners to sign-up on 
FORMED: 1) Visit signup.formed.
org. 2) Enter parish zip or name. 
3) Enter name and e-mail. Parish-
es should discontinue listing their 
unique parish codes since the new 
system is based on searching for 
the parish subscription on the 
FORMED sign-in screen. The new 
system does not require the sub-
scription code.  

Shrine webcam
Watch construction of the 

Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.org/
shrinewebcam.

Please consider a gift in your Will. Learn more about supoorting your parish, school, or
other ministry with a gift in your Will. Visit archokc.org/giftplanning
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March 

Palm Sunday of the Passion 
of the Lord.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., at the chapel at St. 
Thomas More, 100 Stinson 
St., Norman. Contact Connie 
Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
lang@gmail.com.

Monday of Holy Week.

Tuesday of Holy Week.

Chrism Mass, 3 p.m. at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help in Oklahoma 
City. Not open to the public. 
Live-streamed at archokc.
org/live, Facebook and 
YouTube.

Wednesday of Holy Week.

April 

Thursday of Holy Week - CPC 
closed.

Friday of Passion of the Lord 
(Good Friday) - CPC closed.

Holy Saturday. 

Lay Missionaries of Charity, 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
918-798-0012 

troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
SKC 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214, 16367

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828

Lance Dufour 
918-550-0886 

lance.dufour@kofc.org 
Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Chris Wright 
405-822-2181 

chris.wright@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113, 
3309, 9334, 13366

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
405-697-8820 

michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
405-570-2179 

max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
405-638-1274 

michael.dalby@kofc.org 
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 6367, 8523, 

9900, 11648, 11909,  
12819, 12382

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.

Pierce Ethical Ad_12x8 1-21.qxp_Pierce Ethical ad  1/26/21  12:46 PM  Page 1

the lay order of the Missionar-
ies of Charity of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, meeting at 10 a.m. 
at Holy Innocents’ conference 
room. Any lay person inter-
ested in living a consecrated 
life is welcome to “come and 
see.” Contact Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 694-1292, (405) 341-
2199 or tonimah@sbcglobal.
net.

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord.

Monday within the Octave of 
Easter - CPC closed.

Tuesday within the Octave of 
Easter.

Wednesday within the Octave 
of Easter.

Thursday within the Octave of 
Easter.

Catholic Women’s Activity 
Club meeting 11:30 a.m. 
Epiphany of the Lord, 7336 
Britton Rd, OKC. Contact, 
Sharon Fernbaugh (405) 
721-2183.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Friday within the Octave of 
Easter.

Saturday within the Octave of 
Easter.

Benedictine Oblates meet the 

second Saturday each month, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. via Zoom. For 
people who seek to live more 
completely; what it means to 
be a Christian. Contact Ju-
dith Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.
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Last steel beam lifted onto Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine in “Topping Out” ceremony

OKLAHOMA CITY – Construction 
crews on Tuesday lifted the final 
steel beam onto the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine in south 
Oklahoma City. The beam, 

which was signed by hundreds of Oklahomans, 
is the latest construction milestone for the 
shrine, which is expected to be completed in 
late summer 2022. 

“We are well on our way to completing this 
magnificent shrine in Oklahoma City. Lifting 

the final steel beam into place is an exciting 
step in construction of the shrine that will be a 
place of welcome to serve all people,” said Most 
Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Archbishop of Oklahoma 
City. “The shrine will be a place of pilgrimage 
where the faithful will come from near and far 
to glorify God and honor Blessed Stanley at his 
final resting place, seeking his intercession for 
their many needs. I am grateful for everyone 
who has played a part in this project.” 

The shrine is named for Blessed Stanley 
Rother (ROW-THER), an Okarche farmer who 
became a priest and served as a missionary 
in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala. In 1981, 
Father Rother was murdered in his rectory 
during a violent civil war. In 2016, Pope Fran-
cis declared him a martyr for the faith – the 
first Catholic martyr from the United States. 
Blessed Stanley Rother was beatified in 2017 
in Oklahoma City, making him the first priest 
born in the United States to be beatified.    

“Heartfelt congratulations to ev-
eryone who has organized and is 
executing the construction of this 
magnificent building and to those 
who brought us to this important 
milestone,” Shrine Executive Di-
rector Leif Arvidson said. “We are 
well underway in building a fit-
ting house of worship, pilgrimage 
and prayer. Thank you to every-
one who has made this possible.” 

The tradition of holding a cer-
emony for the installation of the 
highest beam of a construction 

project has been a tradition 
for hundreds of years. The 
“topping out” tradition can be 
traced to as far back as 2,700 
B.C. where builders of the 
Step Pyramid in Egypt placed 
live plants on the top of the pyramid in 
remembrance of those who had lost their 
lives during construction. 

In 8th century Scandinavia, builders 
would signal the “start of a completion 
party” by “hoisting an evergreen tree atop 
the ridgepole” and it is a cherished custom 
of ironworkers at the completion of the 

skeleton of a bridge or building. 
“There are a lot of people who have put in 

a lot of hard work to get us to this important 
milestone. I would like to thank the archdi-
ocese, design team and subcontractors for 
their work to date. It is obvious that Blessed 
Stanley is guiding us the entire way. Boldt 
is blessed to be part of such a sacred project 

that will truly be a ‘Shrine for All,’” said Tony 
Yanda, senior director of construction for The 
Boldt Company.

The $40 million shrine is the signature ele-
ment of the first-ever capital campaign for the 
archdiocese, “One Church, Many Disciples.” 
The site will include the 2,000-seat church, 
a chapel where Blessed Stanley will be en-
tombed, an education building, an event space 
and several areas designated for shrines and 
devotion. The site will be developed over time. 

Along with the Spanish colonial-style church 
– which will be the largest Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma – an additional element will be a 
museum and pilgrim center, which will be an 
additional $5 million. The center will welcome 
thousands of visitors each year to an experi-
ence that leads them through the life, witness 
and martyrdom of Blessed Stanley.

The church will host many large diocesan 
events and will help accommodate the grow-
ing Hispanic population whose parishes are 
significantly overcrowded. 

The design architect for the project is Franck 
& Lohsen Architects in Washington D.C. They 
are supported by local architectural firm ADG. 
The general contractor is The Boldt Company 
in Oklahoma City with Cooper Project Advisors 
serving as the owner’s representative.  

To sign up for updates on the shrine, view a 
video tour or to give a gift to the Catholic Foun-
dation of Oklahoma’s Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine Endowment Fund, go online to archokc.
org/shrinesupport or call (405) 709-2745. 

Learn more about Blessed Stanley Rother at 
stanleyrother.org or rothershrine.org. 

Watch a live webcam of shrine construction         
      at archokc.org/shrinewebcam.

Photos Diane Clay, 
Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic


