
Losing a child at any 
stage of pregnancy 
can be devastating 
for expectant parents 

and their families. For some 
grieving parents, loss can be 
more painful when medical fa-
cilities dispose of their infant’s 
remains without consulting the 
family.

On April 15, 2021, Senate 
Bill 647, also known as “Lily’s 
Law” passed the Oklahoma 
House unanimously 93-0. At 
the time of the Sooner Catho-
lic’s publication, the bill was 
waiting to be signed into law by 
the governor.

Lily’s Law expands a 2019 
law requiring health care 
providers, including birthing 
centers, to keep a written poli-
cy on file and to notify parents 
of their right to request their 
child’s remains at 12 weeks 
gestation and later. 

Lily’s Law expands rights to 
include children lost before 12 
weeks. If the family gives no di-
rective within 14 days, a facility 
can dispose of the remains per 
their policy.

“Lily’s Law” is named in hon-
or of an Oklahoma family who 
lost their daughter, Lily Gi-
anna, early in the first trimes-
ter in 2012. The grieving family 
was not informed of their right 
to retrieve Lily’s remains and 
said they would have chosen 

to bury her if they were aware 
they had that option.

Rachel Kretchmar suffered 
two back-to-back miscarriages 
within six months. Kretchmar 
said while her family knew 
of their right to request their 
child’s remains and have them 
buried; many grieving parents 
do not realize they have this 
right. Kretchmar said burying 
her children provided a con-
crete way to process their grief.

Life during and after a loss 
can be difficult for grieving 
families. A large part of a fam-
ily’s immediate concerns may 
include both the delivery and 
burial, if those are both an op-
tion and the wishes of a 
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Go Make Disciples

Archdiocese celebrates Priest Appreciation Week

Holy Family 
Catholic Church 
helps persecuted 

Christians as 
Lenten project

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

“If you are insulted for the name 
of Christ, blessed are you, for the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you” (1 Peter 4:14).

Millions of Christians around 
the world suffer and are targeted 
because of their faith. According 
to Open Doors, a non-profit orga-
nization that supports persecuted 
believers in more than 60 coun-
tries, in just the past year (2021 
World Watch List reported) there 
have been:
n More than 340 million Chris-

tians living in places where they 

continued on page 7

Archbishop Coakley 
has instituted the first 
annual Priest Appre-
ciation Week in the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. 
During this week, which will start 
on Good Shepherd Sunday each 
year, parishioners and families 
are encouraged to do something to 
thank their priests from writing a 
thank you note to spending time in 
adoration. This year, the week will 
be April 25 - May 1.

A Prayer for Priests

O Jesus, our great High Priest, 
hear my humble prayers on behalf 
of your priests. Give them deep 
faith, a bright and firm hope and a 
burning love that will ever increase 
in the course of their priestly lives. 

In their loneliness, comfort them. 
In their sorrows, strengthen them. 
In their frustrations, show them 
that it is through suffering that the 
soul is purified. Show them they 

are needed by the Church; they are 
needed by souls; they are needed 
for the work of redemption.

O loving Mother Mary, take to 
your heart your sons who are 
close to you through their priestly 
ordination and help them carry on 
the work of Christ in a world that 
needs them. Be their comfort, be 
their joy, be their strength and, 
especially, help them know they 
are loved.

Amen.

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

“Lily’s Law” 
extends rights for grieving families

Natalie Clevenger (left) and Rachael Kretchmar helped with the creation of “Lily’s Law.” Photo provided.

continued on page 7
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a For a listening heart: 
that we, who have been called 
by name, may hear the voice 
of the Good Shepherd and 
respond confidently to God’s 
invitations. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord hear our prayer.

aThe Monks’ Marketplace 
at St. Gregory’s Abbey in 
Shawnee now sells high-qual-
ity Mission Monks Beef by the 
cut. Choose among ribeyes, 
T-bones, sirloins, various 
roasts, brisket, flank steak 
and ground beef. Store hours 
are Thursday and Friday 1:30 
p.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday- 9 
a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 - 
4 p.m.

aSt. Benedict Parish Guild 
indoor rummage and craft 
sale is 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. May 7 
and 8 a.m. - Noon May 8 in 
the Benedict Center, 632 N. 
Kickapoo Ave., Shawnee.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

April 12, 2021

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the Risen Lord! May these glorious 
days of Easter be a season of joy and renewal for you 
and your loved ones. 

We have faced many challenges this past year due 
to COVID-19. We all have suffered loss in some form 
– from disruption of our normal everyday patterns to 
the loss of jobs and even the loss of loved ones and 
fellow parishioners. 

One of the most difficult things for many has been 
the inability to participate regularly in the Mass and 
sacraments of the Church. That was especially true 
when public Masses were suspended due to the 
dangers posed by the pandemic. I have heard many 
expressions of gratitude for the guidelines and man-
dates put in place last summer to make it safer to 
return to public celebrations of the Mass. The dispen-
sation from the Sunday obligation has been a tempo-
rary provision to enable Catholics of the archdiocese 
to return when it was safe for them to do so and 
when there would be room for them in churches with 
limited capacities due to social distancing. 

I also have heard from some who were unhappy 
with our mandates and safety precautions. In every 
case, I have done what I believe is in the best interest 
of the flock entrusted to my care. I am grateful for the 
patience and charity so many have shown in follow-
ing these guidelines. I am grateful for the creativity 
of pastors, staff and volunteers who have provided 
access to Mass on virtual platforms. This has been a 
helpful provisional measure providing parishioners a 
way to participate spiritually in the Mass when they 
could not be present in person. 

Virtual participation in the Mass was never meant 
to become a permanent substitute for us. Indeed, 
it cannot become a permanent substitute. Christ is 
truly present in the 

Eucharist – body, blood, soul and divinity. 
Neither was the dispensation from the Sunday 

obligation intended to be permanent. Participation 

in Sunday Mass for 
Catholics is an essential 
way we fulfill the divine 
commandment to keep 
the Lord’s Day holy. 
We are a sacramental 
people. We need to come 
together to worship God, 
receive the sacraments and bear witness to our faith, 
not just virtually, but in person. 

God wraps himself in visible form in the humanity 
of Jesus and, in the sacraments, offers himself to us 
in the liturgy of the Church giving us a real partici-
pation in the heavenly liturgy. The sacraments com-
municate invisible realities under visible, tangible 
forms. They are unique channels of grace that Christ 
instituted for our salvation. We need Mass and the 
sacraments!

With growing interest, I welcome reports of declin-
ing COVID infections, hospitalizations and deaths 
coupled with the now widespread availability of vac-
cines in Oklahoma and increasing numbers of vacci-
nated adults. 

Considering these encouraging developments, and 
after consultations with pastors, staff and other pro-
fessionals, I am authorizing further modifications to 
the COVID guidelines for the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, effective April 24, 2021.  

Most significantly, I am lifting the dispensation 
from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass, effective 
Saturday, April 24, 2021. While there will be exemp-
tions for specific situations, it is time for most of us 
to return to Mass! 

The attached guidelines give more specific informa-
tion. 

With the assurance of my prayers and every good 
wish, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Letter to the Faithful

God our Father, 
you made each of us
to use our gifts in the 

Body of Christ.
We ask that you inspire

young people whom 
you call to priesthood 
and consecrated life 

to courageously follow 
your will.

Send workers into your 
great harvest so that the 

Gospel is preached,
the poor are served with 
love, the suffering are 

comforted and your people 
are strengthened
by the sacraments.
We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

COVID-19 Guidelines

April 27 – Dedication and Blessing of SSM Health St. Anthony Hospital Midwest, 11 a.m., Midwest City
April 27 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Guthrie
April 28 – Consecration and opening of perpetual adoration chapel, 3 p.m., St. Francis Xavier Church, Enid
April 28 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., St. Francis Xavier, Enid
April 29 – MSM Corporation Board meeting, 9 a.m., Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, OKC
April 29 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Board meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center 
April 29 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Holy Angels, OKC 
April 30 – Bohemian Bash Annual Auction, 6:30 p.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
May 1 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Mary, Clinton
May 1 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Charles Borromeo, OKC 
May 2 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., St. Joseph, Tonkawa
May 4 – USCCB Committee on International Justice and Peace virtual meeting, 10 a.m.
May 4 – USCCB Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development virtual meeting, 12:30 p.m.
May 6 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
May 6 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
May 6 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
May 7 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., Little Flower, OKC 
May 8 – Confirmation, 1 p.m., St. Patrick, OKC 
May 9 – Confirmation, 9 a.m., Sacred Heart, Alva

WE’VE MISSED YOU!

Welcome back

a rc ho kc . o rg / re t u r n t o m a ss
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We have exciting news on the 
next step in the construction of 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine! 
Construction of the church dome, 

which will rise above 
the skyline and be 
visible from two inter-
states, has begun and 
should be completed 
in July. Stay tuned for 
updates on the public 
event for raising the 
dome onto the shrine 
church. Follow the 
shrine on Facebook, 

Instagram or online at   
                rothershrine.org.

Rother shrine update

Mass and Ministry COVID-19 Guidelines
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

April 12, 2021

On March 17, 2020, Archbishop 
Coakley made the difficult decision 
to suspend public Masses and lit-
urgies in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City in response to a rapidly 
expanding global pandemic. Since 
then, much has been learned 
about how to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19 and, as of March 29, 
2021, all Oklahoma residents age 
16 and older are eligible to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine. 

As we move into the second year 
of the COVID pandemic, the guide-
lines for Mass, receptions and 
parish gatherings are transition-
ing toward a more normal situa-
tion. Below are the latest updated 
guidelines, effective Saturday, 
April 24, 2021. Pastors have the 
option to implement the COVID 
guidelines prior to April 24 with 
the exception of lifting the dispen-
sation for the Sunday Mass obliga-
tion. The Sunday Mass obligation 
will be restored in every parish of 
the archdiocese on April 24. 

The updated guidelines are in 
bold. Archbishop Coakley asks all 
parishes to follow the guidelines to 
ensure the safety of parishioners 
and visitors while maintaining a 
welcoming environment. The arch-
diocese will continue to monitor 
COVID-19 and make adjustments 
as needed. Thank you for your 
patience.  

Guiding Principles
1. Faith: As parishioners re-

turn to Mass, encourage cat-
echesis and understanding of 
the Real Presence and foster an 
environment of discipleship and 
hospitality;  

2. Subsidiarity: In applying these 
guidelines pastors and their staffs 

are encouraged to adapt them to 
their unique circumstances and 
local conditions;

3. Charity: With a return of more 
people to Mass, reduced social dis-
tancing and out of concern for our 
vulnerable brothers and sisters, 
the mask requirement remains in 
place for the time being and every-
one is encouraged to continue to 
use best hygiene practices. 

Mass
1. The dispensation for attend-

ing Sunday Mass is lifted, effec-
tive Saturday, April 24, 2021. 
Those dispensed from the Sun-
day Mass obligation include:

a: Those who are ill;
b: Those who are caregivers for 

someone who is ill;
c: The homebound;
d: Anyone who is unable to 

receive a COVID vaccine at this 
time (e.g., women who are preg-
nant);

e: Those who are vulnerable 
due to age, health or severe anx-
iety about becoming ill.

2. With the exception of “d,” 
these dispensations were in 
place prior to the pandemic. For 
questions about dispensations 
to the obligation, contact your 
pastor.

3. The provisional mask require-
ment remains in place for the time 
being; 

4. Mass capacity can be in-
creased to 100 percent. Parishes 
are encouraged, however, to pro-
vide an area/section that is so-
cially distanced for parishioners 
who may remain vulnerable;

5. Parishes that live-stream 
should consider removing or 
deleting the video of the Mass 

from Facebook, YouTube, etc., 
immediately following Mass to 
encourage in-person participa-
tion at Mass;

6. Extra sanitizing of church 
building and furnishings is no 
longer required;

7. Hymnals can be returned to 
the pews;

8. Choirs and congregational 
singing are allowed; consider 
limiting the size of the choir; 
masks should be worn even 
while singing;

9. Holy water can be returned to 
fonts;

10. Nurseries are allowed; cry 
rooms are optional depending on 
space;

11. Please consider providing 
printed bulletins;

12. Please encourage parishio-
ners to stay home if they are ill or 
have symptoms of COVID-19 or 
other illness;

13. Offertory collections are 
allowed without restrictions; 
collection drop-off areas can 
remain;

14. It is recommended that hand 
sanitizer be provided for parish-
ioners in pews or at stations near 
entry points and exits.   

Communion
1. Distribution of communion 

must be returned to the traditional 
placement during Mass;

2. Parishioners are encouraged 
to sanitize their hands before re-
ceiving communion. 

In-Person Faith Formation and 
Other Ministries

1. Cloth face coverings must be 
worn by all participants age 6 and 
older except for: 

a. Outdoor programs that in-
volve separation of households or 
families;

b. The activity (e.g., eating or 
sports) makes mask wearing im-
possible.

2. Parishes are encouraged to 
provide an area/section that is 
socially distanced for participants 
who may remain vulnerable;

3. COVID-19 waivers must be 
obtained by all participants of 
in-person faith formation and oth-
er parish ministry. This is a sam-
ple waiver.

Receptions and Social Gather-
ings

1. Larger parish-wide social 
gatherings are permitted at full 
capacity; parishes are encour-
aged to provide an area/section 
that is socially distanced. Use of 
outdoor spaces is encouraged;

2. Receptions are allowed;
3. Guests should be encouraged 

to eat and drink at tables; 
a. Food service/distribution – 

should provide individual servings 
or have staff/catering employee/
volunteer serve; please do not dis-
tribute self-serve buffet style or in 
common buckets/bowls/platters;

b. Cloth face coverings should be 
worn by all participants age 6 and 
older where feasible;

c. Parishes are encouraged to 
provide an area/section that is 
socially distanced for participants 
at parish-sponsored (as opposed to 
private) receptions for those who 
may remain vulnerable.

This document supersedes and 
replaces earlier documents and 
guidelines.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Enduring more than their 
share of hardship, the 
people of Saint Joseph 

Catholic Church in Union City 
have persevered and prospered 
for more than 120 years. In the 
beginning, it was largely a Ger-
man and Czech community.

Mass was first offered in 
Union City early in 1893, at 
Joseph Strunk’s hotel. 1894 
saw the first regular visits of a 
priest in the person Father A. 
G. Borremans, resident pas-
tor of Okarche. A church was 
constructed with the carpentry 
work supplied by parishio-
ners and dedicated on May 1, 
1894, under the patronage of 
Saint Theophile. It was the only 
church in Oklahoma of that 
name being an homage to Bish-
op Theophile Meerschaert, Vicar 
Apostolic of Oklahoma (later 
Diocese of Oklahoma). 

The first of many catastro-
phes befell the community as 
the church was destroyed by a 
tornado in 1896. It was not until 
1899 that the new building was 
dedicated, this time to Saint 
Joseph.

Growth was slow as a resident 
pastor was not assigned until 
1909 in the person of Father 
P.P. Shaeffer. Even before the 
residence of Father Schaeffer, 

the parish was determined 
to provide Catholic ed-

ucation, and built a 
school in 1907 (clos-
ing in 1963) under 

the care of the Sisters of Divine 
Providence. This type of tenac-
ity and devotion to the faith 
would characterize Saint Joseph 
throughout its history.

Another tragedy occurred 
when the second church burned 
to the ground in 1929. From the 
parish history: “A new, lovely 
brick church was built on the 
grounds between the school and 
the priest’s home. Notwithstand-
ing the parish had only sixty 
families, this church was built 
without any debts, thanks to 
the financial wisdom of Father 
Vander Grinten. The church 
was dedicated on December 16, 
1930, by Bishop Francis Clem-
ent Kelley.” 

Father Van would serve as 
pastor until 1939 and was much 
beloved.

The third significant event 
occurred in 1973 when a mas-
sive tornado demolished the 
school, convent and parish hall. 
The church suffered extensive 
damage. Undaunted, the parish 
repaired the church and added 
new stained-glass windows.

A testament to the strength 
of this country parish can be 
observed by the number of voca-
tions it has produced, including 
Monsignor Daniel Fletcher and 
the revered Father John Michal-
icka. In all, five priests called 
Saint Joseph their home parish 
as well six religious sisters.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

St. Joseph Church, Union City, 1927

Rose Home celebrates 
Mother’s Day 

Willow Pregnancy Support is building a 
new Rose Home to house up to eight 

pregnant women and their children. To 
accommodate residents, the new Rose 
Home will include eight bedrooms, 
four bathrooms, a classroom, a play-
room and a custom kitchen. 

This Mother’s Day, Willow Preg-
nancy Support is asking people to 
consider a gift to Willow Pregnancy 
Support and/or the Rebuild Rose 
Home Campaign. Gifts will help 
reinforce to women and their unborn 

children that their lives are valued and 
honored. There are three ways to give: 

use a church offering envelope on Moth-
er’s Day, if one is provided by the parish; 

attend the annual Rose Home Garden Party on 
May 27 (tickets are available at willowpregnancy.org.); or 

go directly to willowpregnancy.org. 
Whether it is a one-time donation, a monthly pledge or a major 

gift, each gift has the ability to change the trajectory of someone’s 
life. 

Along with housing, Willow Pregnancy Support provides free 
pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, maternity clothing, infant layettes 
and case management to facilitate client goal setting with offices 
in Bethany, Edmond and south Oklahoma City.

Ethan O’Connor, a student at 
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 
School, won a $2,500 service 
scholarship from OKC Beautiful! 
He was awarded the scholarship 
at the recent OKC Beautiful lun-
cheon. Photo provided.

ROSARY FOR LIFE

Pray the Rosary for Life, 
9 a.m., every Friday and 
6:30 p.m., every Sunday, 
2453 Wilcox Dr., Norman.

Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, 

potato.lang@gmail.com.
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Official Pastoral Assignments 2021
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Assignments are effective on Monday, June 28, 2021, unless otherwise noted.

Rector

Very Rev. Rich-
ard Stansberry, 
JCL*

The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 
Oklahoma City

Pastor
Rev. Joseph 
Arledge

St. Patrick, 
Oklahoma City

St. James the 
Greater, Oklahoma 
City

Christ the King, 
Oklahoma City

Pastor
Rev. Balaswamy 
Bathini

St. Joseph, Black-
well, (St. Joseph, 
Tonkawa)

St. Charles 
Borromeo, 
Oklahoma City

St. John Nepomuk, 
Yukon

Rev. Cristobal 
DeLoera

St. Peter, Woodward, 
(St. Joseph, Buffalo; 
Sacred Heart, Moore-
land; Holy Name, 
Shattuck) 

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Rev. Brannon 
Lepak**

St. Joseph, 
Norman

Pastor

Rev. Rex Arnold*

Pastor

Rev. John 
Metzinger*

Rev. Rajesh 
Nettem

Rev. Scott 
Boeckman

Rev. Thomas 
Nallapatti

Blessed Sacrament, 
Lawton, (St. Patrick, 
Walters)

Rev. Prabhakar 
Kalivela*

Christ the King, 
Oklahoma City

Epiphany of the 
Lord, Oklahoma 
City

Parish 
Administrator

Rev. William G. 
Banowsky, JCL 

Returning to 
India for medi-
cal reasons

St. Ann Retire-
ment Center and 
Carmelite Sisters 
of St. Therese of 
the Infant Jesus

St. Eugene, Okla-
homa City (June 28 
to Dec. 31, 2021)

Metropolitan Arch-
diocesan Tribunal

Associate 
Director

Rev. Don 
Wolf 

June 28 to 
Dec. 31, 2021

Leaving the 
Archdiocese

Rev. Jim F. 
Chamberlain

Returning to the 
Diocese of Austin, 
Texas

Leaving the 
Archdiocese

Rev. Macario 
Martinez-Arjona, 
OSB

Returning to 
Conception Abbey, 
Conception, Mo.

Rev. Christopher 
Tran

Chaplain

Leaving the 
Archdiocese

Rev. Benjamin 
Lwin*

Secretariat for 
Divine Worship

Sabbatical

Pastor Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Associate 
Judge

Deacon Terry 
Givens 

Rev. William G. 
Banowsky, JCL

Parish/Mission Realignment

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Parochial Vicar 
(Associate Pastor)

Rev. Zachary M. 
Boazman

Bishop McGuin-
ness Catholic High 
School

Chaplain

Rev. William G. 
Banowsky, JCL

*Assignment begins on Monday, July 12
**Pending Ordination to Priesthood on June 26

St. Patrick in Walters will 
become a mission of Blessed 
Sacrament in Lawton

New priest from India  (Guntur)  Date of Arrival: TBA
New priest from India  (Nellore)  Date of Arrival: TBA
New priest from India  (Nellore)  Date of Arrival: TBA

Priests Arriving

Deans
No changes are necessary with the proposed assignments.
Very Rev. Stephen Bird    Central-North Deanery
Very Rev. Joseph Jacobi    Central-South Deanery
Very Rev. Christopher Brashears   Northwest Deanery
Very Rev. Carson Krittenbrink   Northeast Deanery
Very Rev. Philip Seeton   Southwest Deanery
Very Rev. Oby Zunmas   Southeast Deanery
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El Reno Catholic school to host outdoor 
auction, festival 

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

EL RENO – For the 25th year, Sacred 
Heart Catholic School will host a school 
festival and fundraiser. The event, Redbird 
Roundup, will be in place of the annual 
Taste of Sacred Heart event. 

The program this year will be outdoors 
and, as always, a “fun event” from 5:30 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Saturday, May 15, at the Den-
ny-Crump Rodeo Arena. 

The program will feature live entertain-
ment from Jeremy Rowe, cow patty bingo, a 
winner’s choice raffle, food trucks and a live 
auction.   

Jeremy Rowe, a well-known, local talent 
from the Oklahoma City area, will provide 
music from different genres and decades.

The raffle will feature $3,000 in cash or 
a trip to a choice of three different des-
tinations. The live auction will include 
classroom projects, vacation packages and 
autographed memorabilia. One lucky winner of 
the cow patty bingo will win $2,000.   

Shannon Statton, principal of Sacred Heart 
Catholic School said, “We are looking forward 
to getting together for the fellowship we have 

been missing over the past year.”
Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 

Sooner Catholic.

For more information and tickets, visit sacredhcs.ejoinme.org/roundup.

Cheers to 40 years!

JUNE 19, 2021

S AV E DAT E the
Center of Family Love’s Virtual Birthday Party!

www.centeroffamilylove.org
or call 405.263.4658 x 1042

REGISTER HERE FOR FREE!
Don’t Wait!

Pauline, CFL’s first resident

Catholic Charities leads humanitarian effort at 
U.S-Mexico border

Catholic Charities is spearhead-
ing an effort to bring aid to mi-
grant children at the U.S.-Mexico 
border. The United States has 
received nearly 19,000 children 
labeled “unaccompanied minors” 
in March 2021 alone. Thousands 
more are expected to arrive in the 
coming months. 

According to Catholic Char-
ities USA, their Archdiocese of 
San Antonio arm has created a 
care center in Freeman Coliseum. 
There, the organization has set up 
more than 2,000 cots for migrant 
children. Bolstered by local church 

volunteers, the workers assemble 
hygiene kits and meals for the 
kids.

Antonio Fernandez, president 
and CEO of San Antonio’s Catho-
lic Charities, called it a “privilege” 
to serve the community in this 
way. He noted that the children’s 
separation from their parents is a 
humanitarian concern.  

“While I understand that this 
could be considered a political 
issue for many, it is strictly a hu-
manitarian one to us at Catholic 
Charities,” he said.

The report goes on to note that 
one of the biggest hurdles to the 
operation is keeping the kids free 
of COVID-19. Border patrol has 

not been screening incoming mi-
grants, and the task of identifying 
infection has fallen to Catholic 
Charities. 

Along with food, shelter and 
medical attention, Catholic Chari-
ties also is affording these children 
a chance to embrace childhood. 
They are providing the kids with 
toys, soccer balls and stuffed ani-
mals to remind them that they are 
still kids. For children who have 
experienced prolonged separation 
from their parents, playtime can 
be essential to mental health. 

“Kids are kids regardless of 
where they live. I can never stop 
thinking about my daughter in a 
place like this, and the thought 

moves me to try harder to be the 
best for these unaccompanied chil-
dren,” Fernandez said.

Catholic Charities from Texas 
archdioceses are mobilizing simi-
lar efforts along the border. In the 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Hous-
ton, Catholic Charities is working 
closely with the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement to house children of 
refugee families. Their efforts have 
included legal advocacy for minors 
as well as organizing prayers. 

Learn more about Catholic Char-
ities’ border efforts and ways to get 
involved at catholiccharitiesusa.
org/border-crisis.

By J-P Mauro 
Aleteia

experience high levels of persecution and dis-
crimination:

n 4,761 Christians killed for their faith;
n 4,488 churches and other Christian 

buildings attacked;
n 4,277 believers detained without trial, 

arrested, sentenced or imprisoned.
Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton 

decided to help persecuted Christians in 
the Middle East and Africa as their annual 
Lenten project through their Spiritual Life 
Committee. A second collection was taken 
at the end of Mass during the five weeks 
of Lent. The parish also added a donation 
box and prayer cards at their display in 
the narthex with envelopes designated for 
persecuted Christians. The church raised 
more than $11,000.

“We used white lettering for contrast 
and to capture attention,” said Betty Cer-
rone, director of the project. “The board 
had photos of people affected by persecu-
tions, church buildings, religious statues 
and art destroyed by terror, and a world 
map of the areas around the world affect-
ed by Christian persecution.” 

“There were 13 white crosses on the board 
indicating the number of lives affected daily 
somewhere in the world. In front of the poster, 
we had a vase that held a white rose and a vo-
tive candle. There was also “rubble,” bricks and 
debris from a neighbor’s yard to represent the 

destroyed churches.”
She added there were prayer cards and bro-

chures available through the Knights of Colum-
bus on the table along with the donation box 
and envelopes.  

“Based on the number of parishioners and 
visitors who we observed visiting the display, 
the number of brochures and cards that 
needed to be replenished and the donations 
put into the box, I would say the display 
drew a lot of attention, prayers and dona-
tions,” she said.

Father Phil Seeton also shared information 
about the project during Mass.

“After communion, Father Phil would take 
time to tell of a particular situation or event 
that had happened that week in these re-
gions,” Cerrone said. “These things, together 
with Father Phil’s weekly reflections, helped 
our parish be of one heart and mind with 
all fellow Christians experiencing discrim-
ination and persecution for our Christian 
beliefs.”

The donations were sent to the Knights of 
Columbus International organization, spe-
cifically for these areas of Christian persecu-
tion.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic. 
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OKLAHOMA CITY – The board of 
directors for the Catholic Founda-
tion of Oklahoma announced April 
12 it has hired Owen Canfield to 
serve as the new associate director 
for gift planning.

Canfield, 61, will help lead the 
foundation’s mission to guide 
Catholics in estate planning and 
in making gifts through the foun-
dation to benefit parishes, schools 
and ministries within the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City.

“Owen will bring an entirely new 
level of support to foster Catholic 
generosity throughout the archdi-
ocese,” Executive Director Peter de 
Keratry said.

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley, Arch-
bishop of Oklahoma City, wel-
comed the announcement.

“Owen and his family have been 

faithful, generous and dedicated 
Catholics for many years,” he said. 
“This new position provides him a 
chance to bring together his faith 
and his knowledge for the better-
ment of the archdiocese and the 
people we serve.”

Danny Stith, chairman of the 
foundation’s board of directors, 
said he looked forward to Can-
field’s efforts to advance the 
foundation’s work to “help donors 
make an impact on the programs 
and services they care most 
about.”

Canfield joins the foundation 
after a long and award-winning 
career in journalism. He most 
recently was the opinion editor for 
The Oklahoman newspaper where 
he worked for 17 years. Prior to 
joining The Oklahoman, he spent 

nearly two decades in the Oklaho-
ma City bureau of The Associated 
Press.

Canfield and his wife, Lori, 
have been married 36 years 
and are active and longtime 
members of the Saint Eugene 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City. They have four grown 
children who attended Saint 
Eugene Catholic School and 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School, and three grand-
children.

Established in 1965, the 
Catholic Foundation of Okla-
homa was incorporated as 
a nonprofit with a mission 
to procure and build endowment 
funds to support the ministries 
and entities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. With the spiritu-

al leadership and guidance of the 
Archbishop of Oklahoma City, the 
foundation is managed by a board 
of directors, consisting of priests, 

deacons and profes-
sional lay men and 
women who represent 
various geographic 
areas of the archdio-
cese. 

In carrying out its 
mission, the founda-
tion provides estate 
planning and charita-
ble giving information 
and assistance, dis-
tributes earnings on 
its endowed funds to 

designated archdiocesan entities, 
and furthers the development of 
the Catholic Church in central and 
western Oklahoma.

Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma hires 
Canfield as associate director for gift planning

Owen Canfield

continued from page 1

Holy Family Catholic Church helps persecuted 
Christians as Lenten project

A poster about persecuted Christians was on display at Holy 
Family Catholic Church in Lawton. Photo Jolene Schonchin/
Sooner Catholic.

grieving family, Kretchmar said.
“Depending on a variety of factors, a burial 

might not always be possible,” Kretchmar said, 
“But even in situations where a burial would 
be possible, parents have no idea what to ex-
pect going into a loss.”

“Parents often are so overcome with shock 
or grief they don’t know they have options. 
And, by the time they realize they did have 
options, it’s already too late,” she said. “I have 
met mothers who carry grief for years because 
in that moment of shock and grief, they didn’t 
know they had options.”

In early 2020, Kretchmar approached state 
Sen. Adam Pugh (R-Edmond) about the issue. 
She said Sen. Pugh agreed to author Lily’s 
Law.

“Honoring the child they lost is important,” 
Pugh said. “I think it’s an appropriate thing for 
me as a pro-life legislator to recognize that life, 
even from conception, has value.”

Pugh said it is important to change laws so 
life is recognized, and families can go through 
the grieving and healing process.

“Every family will grieve differently but being 
able to dignify life through a proper burial, 
if that is their decision, is part of the healing 
process.”

Marla Mercer-Cole, vice president of Mer-

cer Adams Funeral Service in Bethany, is a 
licensed professional counselor and fellow in 
thanatology: the study of death, dying and 
bereavement.

“To a large portion of people who find out 
they’re expecting and have things planned, and 
then lose that baby, the loss is very painful,” 
Mercer-Cole said.

Mercer-Cole said it is important for people to 
grieve in a way they prefer.

“There is still hope,” she said. “With or with-
out the physical remains of a loved one, there 
are ways to memorialize life in a meaningful 
way.”

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1
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HOLY WEEK 
Archdiocese of oklAhomA city 

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Ada
Good Friday Pilgrimage from Allen to Ada

St. Mary Catholic Church, Ponca City 

St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church, 
Sulphur

April is
Child Abuse
Prevention Month

Parishes throughout the archdiocese and the Catholic Pastoral Cen-
ter are decorated in blue for Child Abuse Prevention Month. Below are 
pictures from the pastoral center, Catholic Charities, Good Shepherd 
Catholic Church in Marietta and Holy Cross Catholic Church in Madill. 
Photos provided.

Report abuse or inappropriate behavior with a minor immediately! 
Contact local law enforcement, the state Department of Human Ser-
vices at (800) 522-3511 and the archdiocesan Victim Assistance Coor-
dinator at (405) 720-9878. Visit archokc.org/safe-environment.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Alva 
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Jobs Box
Office manager and executive 
assistant – OKC

The Catholic Pastoral Center 
of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking an office manag-
er and executive assistant in the 
Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis. Responsible for orga-
nizing, coordinating and managing 
office administration procedures to 
ensure effectiveness and efficiency, 
including coordinating events and 
maintaining schedules for the ex-
ecutive director and assistant ex-
ecutive director, intra-office com-
munications, inventory control, 
staff supervision and delegation 
of tasks. Independently manage a 
wide range of administrative tasks. 
Send resume to mmills@archokc.
org.  

Cook - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center of 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking an experienced cook for 
a full-time position. Flexible sched-
ule requiring some evenings and 
weekends. Minimum of two years’ 
experience in food service. Cater-
ing experience preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org. 
Applications available during busi-
ness hours at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Express-
way, Oklahoma City 73132.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center has 

an opening for a part-time admin-
istrative assistant in the Secretari-
at for Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations. The successful candi-
date will have excellent computer 
and organizational skills. Bilingual 
in Spanish preferred. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.  

Principal - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is conducting a 
search for a principal for the 2021-
2022 school year. Sacred Heart is a 
vibrant, culturally and economical-
ly diverse PreK-4 through 8th grade 
Catholic school with a current en-
rollment of 125 students. Seeking a 
faith-inspired, energetic, proactive 
and collaborative principal to join 
in the mission to provide an excep-
tional faith-based academic educa-
tion for students. Ideal candidate 
is highly effective communicator 

and creative problem solver who is 
enthusiastic about addressing the 
challenges of providing access to 
Catholic education for all. Must be 
practicing Catholic with a mini-
mum of five years of teaching expe-
rience. Administrative experience 
and bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Effective July 1; earlier start date 
possible. Contact the Office of the 
Superintendent, P.O. Box 32180, 
OKC 73123; dfloyd@archokc.org or 
call (405) 721-4202.

Business manager – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking an accountant 
to fill the school’s business man-
ager position. The position reports 
directly to the school principal. 
Accounting responsibilities in-
clude financial reporting, oversite 
of the general ledger, budgeting, 
accounts receivable, investments, 
accounts payable, accruals and 
fixed assets. Student financial 
aid applications and awards also 
are managed by this position. A 
bachelor’s degree in accounting or 
finance, proficiency with Microsoft 
Office applications, making pre-
sentations and experience using 
accounting software a must. The 
position requires attention to de-
tail, strong communication skills, 
accuracy and the ability to work 
well with parents and school staff. 
Bilingual in Spanish preferred. 
Send inquiries and resumes to 
cfinsel@mountstmary.org.

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is accepting 
applications for teachers for the 
2021-2022 school year. Applicants 
should hold at least a bachelor’s 
degree in education with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area. Send resume, 
cover letter and copy of teaching 
certificate to Laura Cain, principal, 
at lcain@seasok.org or St. Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton, P.O. Box 510, 
Edmond 73083. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers. No phone calls.

Fifth grade teacher-OKC
Rosary Catholic School is accept-

ing applications for a 5th grade 
teacher for the 2021-22 school 
year. Applicants should hold a 

bachelor’s degree in education and 
have an Oklahoma teacher certifi-
cation. Send resume and a copy of 
the teaching certificate to Christy 
Harris at principal@rosaryschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - Lawton

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton is seeking a 
full-time director of evangelization 
and Christian formation to lead 
and organize efforts in evangeli-
zation, especially among children 
and youth. Deep commitment to 
the life of a missionary disciple 
and a joyful willingness to take an 
active part in parish life a must. 
Experience in evangelization and 
catechetical leadership preferred. 
Contact Fr. John Paul Lewis at 
(580) 355-2054.

Special education teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is looking for an educator to work 
with students in the Supplemental 
Opportunities for Academic Readi-
ness (SOAR) program for the 2021-
2022 school year. A bachelor’s 
degree in education is required 
along with special education cer-
tification. Send resume and cover 
letter to Amy Feighny, Christ the 
King Catholic School, 1905 Elm-
hurst Ave., OKC 73120; afeighny@
ckschool.com. Download teacher 
application packet at archokc.org/
careers.

Executive assistant - Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Edmond is seeking an 
executive assistant to the priests 
and worship pillar. This position 
will be responsible for organizing, 
coordinating and managing priest 
schedules and correspondence, 
and assisting the worship pillar 
in liturgical processes. The ideal 
candidate will be knowledgeable 
of the Catholic faith, organized, 
detail-oriented, tech savvy with 
strong customer service and in-
terpersonal skills. Send resume 
to Amy Dennis at adennis@st-
john-catholic.org.

Substitute teachers - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is looking for sub-

stitute teachers. E-mail bishop@
bmchs.org. Candidates should in-
clude cover letter and resume with 
the subject line Substitute Teacher.

Teachers – Midwest City
St. Philip Neri Catholic School in 

Midwest City is seeking early child-
hood and elementary teachers. Ap-
plicants must hold state certifica-
tion. Teaching experience preferred. 
E-mail resume to Principal Brenda 
Tener at btener@spnok.org.

Organist/choir director - Duncan
Assumption Catholic Church 

in Duncan is seeking a part-time 
organist/choir director. Must pass 
the Safe Environment training, 
play a pipe organ, direct choir and 
prepare service music. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Send 
resume and contact information to 
rev.p.jandaczek@gmail.com.

Maintenance worker - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral is 

seeking a skilled maintenance 
worker to perform upkeep tasks 
such as repairs and cleaning. 
Responsible for applying basic 
fixes to equipment and building 
systems. Must have the ability to 
install, troubleshoot, repair and 
maintain church facilities. Contact 
the parish office or send resume to 
vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

Fifth grade teacher - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon is accepting ap-
plications for a certified teaching 
position for the 2021-2022 school 
year. A passionate and energetic 
elementary homeroom teacher is 
needed for grade 5. Send a resume 
including references to principal@
sjnok.org or Natalie Johnson at 
St. John Nepomuk School, 600 S. 
Garth Brooks Blvd., Yukon 73099.

PreK-4, kindergarten teacher - 
OKC

Sacred Heart Catholic School 
in Oklahoma City is seeking a 
certified PreK-4 and kindergarten 
teacher for the 2021-2022 school 
year. E-mail cover letter and re-
sume to Principal Joana Camacho 
at principal@sacredheartokc.org.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

SINSINAWA, Wis. – Sister Denise Landers, O.P., 
will mark her 60th jubilee in 2021 along with 18 
other Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa commem-
orating 60 years. A private Mass in their honor is 
tentatively set for June 6. 

She served as director of the Office of Religious 
Education for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
1980-1985.

SINSINAWA, Wis. – Sister Karen Krall, O.P., 
will mark her 60th jubilee in 2021. Her reli-
gious name was Sister John Ribera. 

Sister Karen taught Rosary School in Okla-
homa City from 1970-1972 and served as 
principal at Corpus Christi Catholic School in 
Oklahoma City from 1982-1987.

Sr. Denise Landers, O.P., 
celebrates jubilee

Sr. Karen Krall, O.P., 
celebrates jubilee

Sr. Karen 
Krall, O.P.,

Sr. Denise 
Landers, O.P., 

Have you been want-
ing to go on a retreat, 
but cannot because 
you cannot get away 
from work, family ob-
ligations or COVID-19 
fears? This book – “33 
Days to Greater Glory: a 
total consecration to the 
Father through Jesus 
based on the Gospel of 
John” – by Father Mi-
chael Gaitley, M.I.C., 
can help you. It can be 
a 33-day retreat. There 
are short reflections and 
Scripture readings from 
the Gospel of John. 

Father Gaitley is a 
member of the religious 
order of the Marian Fa-
thers of the Immaculate 
Conception and he is 
their director for evange-
lization. He is the author 
of several books.

In the introduction, 
Father Gaitley tells how 
this book and others he 

has written came about, 
and includes a little of 
his life story. He tells 
about his obsession 
with Leonardo Defilip-
pi’s performance of the 
Gospel of John and how 
he met him one day and 
how Defilippi has provid-
ed access to his perfor-
mance on the Internet 
with its web address 
and the password code, 
which is included in this 
book. 

The Gospel of John 
is from the “Revised 
Standard Version of the 
Bible” – second Catholic 
edition (c.2006). Thir-
ty-three days is four 
weeks and five days. Fa-
ther Gaitley divides these 
days into five “chapters.” 
Each week starts off with 
a short introduction. 
The reader then reads 
from the Gospel of John, 
which is given as appen-
dix two. Then, read the 
reflection and conclude 
with a short prayer. 

Week one is entitled 
“Opening Characters.” It 
reflects on seven char-

acters from the 
Gospel. Week 
two is entitled 
“The Seven 
Signs,” which 
are about seven 
miracles in the Gospel. 
Week three is entitled 
“The Upper Room,” 
which covers John chap-
ters 13-17. This part of 
the Gospel are the words 
of Jesus to his disciples 
and to God the Father 
that he spoke in the 
Upper Room before he 
entered his Passion. 

Week four is entitled 
“Greater Glory,” which 
covers John chap-
ters18-21, the Passion, 
Death and Resurrection 

of Jesus. The last chap-
ter covers the last five 
days of the “retreat” as 
a synthesis and review. 

This chapter 
brings all the 
reflections 
together and 
concludes 
with a con-
secration 
to God the 
Father. Anoth-
er “chapter” 
explores how 
to live after the 

consecration. 
Appendix one is a nine 

day “novena” to Saint 
Joseph. There are end-
notes and resources 
available. Again, this 
book is highly recom-
mended to those looking 
for a “retreat” or those 
who want to reflect on 
the Gospel of John.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., 
St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
Shawnee, is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.
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Book Review: “33 Days to Greater Glory”

Countering Catholic misinformation about vaccines

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Making Sense of Bioethics

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

A priest recently mentioned to me that he 
was not planning to get the COVID-19 vaccine. 
He told me he was concerned that RNA vac-
cines could alter our DNA and he heard there 
were also risks to fertility. 

I replied that those particular concerns were 
unsubstantiated, and not scientifically correct, 
and encouraged him to be vigilant about vari-
ous forms of misinformation, including “Catho-
lic” misinformation that can spread rapidly on 
social media. 

In a January 2021 article in Crisis Magazine, 
for example, AnnaMaria Cardinalli repeats 
several errors regarding a cell line widely used 
in vaccine production and research. Her com-
ments appear to be based on a problematic 
LifeSite News interview by John Henry Westen 
with former graduate student Pamela Acker:

“Acker speaks about her research into the 
HEK-293 cell line specifically, and talks about 
the number that’s at the end of that cell line 
name. ‘HEK’ stands for Human Embryonic Kid-
ney and the ‘293’ actually reveals the number 
of experiments that a specific researcher did 
to develop that cell line. ‘It doesn’t mean there 
were 293 abortions, but for 293 experiments, 
you would certainly need far more than one 
abortion. We’re talking probably hundreds of 
abortions,’ Acker shares.”

In reality, the HEK 293 cell line was obtained 
from a single fetus, and only one abortion oc-
curred, not hundreds. Cells were removed from 
the kidney, modified, and grown subsequently 
for many years in the laboratory of Alex van der 
Eb in Leiden, the Netherlands. This cell line, 
generated in 1972 or 1973, underwent many 
“passages” and purification steps, leading to 
the number “293.” 

Whether there were hundreds of abortions 
or just one is not the key issue, since harvest-
ing cells from even a single abortion is still 
unethical. However, in Acker’s interview, the 

sense of outrage for the audience is ramped up 
in proportion to the overstated claims about 
the number of abortions. This phenomenon is 
understandable, since there are some Catho-
lics who do not seem to grasp the problem with 
abortion-derived cell lines at all, or minimize it, 
which can generate frustration among others 
who may be tempted to overstate their case.

When Catholics disseminate incorrect med-
ical, scientific or factual information in their 
discussions, or subscribe to urban legends and 
conspiracy theories, it raises serious concerns. 
Some of this scientific fake news comes from 
those who are generally opposed to vaccina-
tions and perhaps more gullible when it comes 
to false scientific claims.

We face a particular obligation to get our 
facts straight because “the establishment” will 
fact-check us strictly even as it allows certain 
liberal distortions of truth to pass unchal-
lenged, particularly when it serves the narra-
tive that the Church is “anti-science.” In terms 
of COVID-19 vaccines, we spend a fair amount 
of time at the National Catholic Bioethics Cen-
ter countering “Catholic” misinformation and/
or disinformation about cell line usage from 
abortions, whether from those who believe one 
can never get vaccinated, or from those at the 
other end of the spectrum who believe there is 
no moral problem at all with the continued use 
of these cell lines in research.

Cardinalli also offers the claim that the 
HEK-293 cell line was obtained from a living 
baby because once a child dies, the cells are 
basically no longer useful: “HEK stands for 
human embryonic kidney. To harvest a viable 
embryonic kidney for this purpose, sufficiently 
healthy children old enough to have adequate-
ly-developed kidneys must be removed from 
the womb, alive, typically by cesarean section, 
and have their kidneys cut out. This must take 
place without anesthesia for the child, which 

would 
lessen the 
viability 
of the 
organs.” 

These 
claims are 
not cor-
rect, and 
there is no historical evidence that a C-section 
was ever done to obtain the HEK-293 cell line. 
Rather, procurement of the kidneys relied on 
standard abortion techniques. It also is note-
worthy that extracted kidneys can survive and 
even function for many minutes following the 
death of an individual – that is how cadaveric 
kidney transplantation between adults origi-
nally took place – and cells can be successfully 
derived from kidneys quite some time after 
their removal from the body.

The best response to these forms of misin-
formation from well-intentioned Catholics is 
to provide accurate guidance and scientific 
explanations to our Catholic faithful, hoping 
they will have ears to hear and hearts open to 
dialogue and reflection when presented with 
factually correct information. 

None of this is to reduce the obligation we 
have to object strongly to the continued use 
of abortion-derived cells in vaccine work and 
other forms of research, as I have emphasized 
in several recent essays available at ncbcenter.
org and fathertad.com. 

But, Catholics have to be on guard against 
anti-science prophets, no matter how well 
meaning, and the false witness they bear. We 
should give witness to the truth in all its forms, 
including in the important and highly influen-
tial worlds of science and medicine.

Fr. Don Wolf baptized a 
student during a school 
Mass this month. Photos 
provided.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

12 de abril de 2021

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo,

¡Saludos en el Señor Resucitado! Que estos 
gloriosos días de Pascua sean una tempora-
da de alegría y renovación para ustedes y sus 
seres queridos. Hemos enfrentado muchos de-
safíos el año pasado debido a COVID-19. Todos 
hemos sufrido pérdidas de alguna forma, desde 
la interrupción de nuestros patrones cotidianos 
normales hasta la pérdida de trabajos e inclu-
so la pérdida de seres queridos y compañeros 
feligreses.

Una de las cosas más difíciles para muchos 
ha sido la incapacidad de participar regular-
mente en la Misa y en los sacramentos de la 
Iglesia. Eso fue realidad especialmente cuando 
se suspendieron las misas públicas debido a 
los peligros que representaba la pandemia. He 
escuchado muchas expresiones de gratitud 
por las pautas y mandatos implementados el 
verano pasado para que sea más seguro re-
gresar a las celebraciones públicas de la Misa. 
La dispensa de la obligación dominical ha sido 
una disposición temporal para permitir que los 
católicos de la arquidiócesis regresen cuando 
sea seguro para ellos hacerlo y cuando haya 
espacio para ellos en iglesias con capacidades 
limitadas debido al distanciamiento social.

También he escuchado de algunos que es-
taban descontentos con nuestros mandatos 
y precauciones de seguridad. En dado caso, 
he hecho lo que creo que es lo mejor para del 

rebaño confiado a mi cuidado. Estoy agrade-
cido por la paciencia y la caridad que muchos 
han demostrado al seguir estas pautas. Estoy 
agradecido por la creatividad de los párrocos, 
el personal y los voluntarios que han brindado 
acceso a la Misa en plataformas virtuales. Esta 
ha sido una medida provisional útil que les ha 
proporcionado a los feligreses una forma de 
participar espiritualmente en la Misa cuando 
no podían estar presentes en persona.

La participación virtual en la Misa nunca 
tuvo la intención de convertirse en un sustituto 
permanente para nosotros. De hecho, no puede 
convertirse en un sustituto permanente. Cristo 
está verdaderamente presente en la Eucaristía 
- su cuerpo, sangre, alma y divinidad.

Tampoco se pretendía que la dispensa de la 
obligación dominical fuera permanente. La par-
ticipación en la misa dominical para los católi-
cos es una forma esencial en que cumplimos 
el mandamiento divino de santificar el día del 
Señor. Somos un pueblo sacramental. Necesi-
tamos congregarnos para adorar a Dios, recibir 
los sacramentos y dar testimonio de nuestra fe, 
no solo virtualmente, sino en persona.

Dios se envuelve de forma visible en la hu-
manidad de Jesús y, en los sacramentos, se 
ofrece a nosotros en la liturgia de la Iglesia 
dándonos una participación real en la liturgia 
celestial. Los sacramentos comunican reali-
dades invisibles bajo formas visibles y tangi-
bles. Son canales únicos de gracia que Cristo 
instituyó para nuestra salvación. ¡Necesitamos 
la Misa y los sacramentos!

Con creciente 
interés, doy la 
bienvenida a los 
informes sobre la 
disminución de 
las infecciones 
por COVID, las 
hospitalizaciones y las muertes, junto con la 
disponibilidad ahora generalizada de vacunas 
en Oklahoma y el creciente número de adultos 
vacunados.

Teniendo en cuenta estos desarrollos alen-
tadores, y después de consultar con párrocos, 
personal de oficina y otros profesionales, autor-
izo   modificaciones adicionales a los lineamien-
tos de COVID para la Arquidiócesis de Oklaho-
ma City, a partir del 24 de abril de 2021.

Más significativamente, estoy levantando la 
dispensa de la obligación de asistir a la misa 
dominical, a partir del sábado 24 de abril de 
2021. Si bien habrá excepciones para situa-
ciones específicas, ¡es hora de que la mayoría 
de nosotros regresemos a la misa!

Los lineamientos adjuntos brindan infor-
mación más específica.

Cuente con mis oraciones y mis mejores 
deseos.

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,

Reverendísimo Paul S. Coakley
Arzobispo de la ciudad de Oklahoma

Carta a los Fieles
Lineamientos de COVID-19

!LES HEMOS EXTRAÑADO!

Welcome back

a rc ho kc . o rg / re t u r n t o m a ss

El Domingo del Buen 
Pastor

El Arzobispo Coakley ha 
nombrado la primera Semana 
de Agradecimiento a los Sac-
erdotes en la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City. La semana 
brinda una oportunidad para 
que los feligreses, las familias 
y las parroquias digan “gra-
cias” a nuestros sacerdotes 
por todo lo que hacen y por 
reconocer todo lo que han 
hecho durante el año pasado. 
La Semana de Agradecimiento 
a los Sacerdotes comenzará 
cada año el Domingo del 
Buen Pastor. Este año, será 
del 25 de abril al 1 de mayo. 
Se exhorta a cada parroquia 
a promover la semana y dar 
gracias a sus sacerdotes de la 
manera que prefieran.
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Lineamientos de COVID-19 para la misa y el ministerio

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City
12 de abril de 2021

El 17 de marzo de 2020, el Arzo-
bispo Coakley tomó la difícil de-
cisión de suspender misas públicas 
y liturgias en la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City en respuesta a una 
pandemia global en rápida expan-
sión. Desde entonces, se ha apren-
dido mucho sobre cómo reducir 
la propagación de COVID-19 y, a 
partir del 29 de marzo de 2021, 
todos los residentes de Oklahoma 
mayores de 16 años son elegibles 
para recibir una vacuna COVID-19.

A medida que avanzamos hacia 
el segundo año de la pandemia de 
COVID, los lineamientos para la 
Misa, las recepciones y las re-
uniones parroquiales están cambi-
ando hacia una situación más nor-
mal. A continuación, se muestran 
los lineamientos actualizados más 
recientes, vigentes el sábado 24 de 
abril de 2021. Los párrocos tienen 
la opción de implementar los linea-
mientos de COVID antes del 24 de 
abril con la excepción de suspender 
la dispensación de la obligación de 
la misa dominical. La obligación de 
la misa dominical se restablecerá 
en todas las parroquias de la ar-
quidiócesis el 24 de abril.

Los lineamientos actualizados 
están en negrita. El Arzobispo 
Coakley pide a todas las parro-
quias que sigan los lineamientos 
para garantizar la seguridad de los 
feligreses y visitantes mientras se 
mantiene un ambiente acogedor. 
La arquidiócesis continuará mon-
itoreando COVID-19 y hará los 
ajustes necesarios. Gracias por su 
paciencia.

Puntos de Orientación:
1. Fe: A medida que los feligre-

ses regresan a la Misa, fomente 
la catequesis y la comprensión 
de la Presencia Real y fomente 
un ambiente de discipulado y 
hospitalidad.

2. Subsidiariedad: Al aplicar 

estos lineamientos, se anima a los 
párrocos y su personal a adaptar-
las a sus circunstancias únicas y 
condiciones locales.

3. Caridad: Con el regreso de 
más personas a la Misa, la reduc-
ción del distanciamiento social y la 
preocupación por nuestros her-
manos y hermanas vulnerables, el 
requisito del cubre boca perman-
ece vigente por el momento y se 
anima a todos a seguir utilizando 
las mejores prácticas de higiene.

Misa
1. La dispensa para asistir a 

la misa dominical se levanta, a 
partir del sábado 24 de abril de 
2021. 

Las dispensas de la obligación 
de la misa dominical incluyen:

a: Los que están enfermos.
b: Quienes son cuidadores de 

un enfermo.
c: los confinados en casa.
d: cualquier persona que no 

pueda recibir una vacuna COVID 
en este momento (por ejemplo, 
mujeres embarazadas).

e: Aquellos que son vulnerables 
debido a la edad, la salud o la 
ansiedad severa por enfermarse.

2. A excepción de “d”, estas 
dispensas estaban vigentes antes 
de la pandemia. Si tiene pregun-
tas sobre las dispensaciones a la 
obligación, comuníquese con su 
párroco.

3. El requisito de cubre boca 
provisional permanece vigente por 
el momento;

4. La capacidad de misa se 
puede aumentar al 100 por cien-
to. Se anima a las parroquias, 
sin embargo, a proporcionar un 
área / sección que esté social-
mente distanciada para los feli-
greses que puedan permanecer 
vulnerables;

5. Las parroquias que trans-
miten en vivo deben considerar 

eliminar o borrar el video de 
la Misa de Facebook, YouTube, 
etc., inmediatamente después 
de la Misa para alentar la partic-
ipación en persona en la Misa;

6. Ya no se requiere desinfec-
ción adicional del edificio y el 
mobiliario de la iglesia;

7. Los himnarios se pueden de-
volver a los bancos;

8. Se permiten coros y can-
tos congregacionales; considere 
limitar el tamaño del coro; los 
cubrebocas deben usarse incluso 
mientras se canta.

9. El agua bendita se puede de-
volver a las fuentes.

10. Se permiten guarderías; las 
salas de llanto son opcionales 
según el espacio.

11. Considere la posibilidad de 
proporcionar boletines impresos.

12. Anime a los feligreses a que-
darse en casa si están enfermos 
o tienen síntomas de COVID-19 u 
otra enfermedad.

13. La colección de ofrendas 
está permitida sin restricciones; 
las áreas de entrega de recolec-
ción pueden permanecer.

14. Se recomienda que se pro-
porcione desinfectante de manos 
a los feligreses en los bancos o en 
las estaciones cerca de los puntos 
de entrada y salida.

Comunión
1. La distribución de la comu-

nión debe volver a la ubicación 
tradicional durante la Misa;

2. Se anima a los feligreses a 
desinfectarse las manos antes de 
recibir la comunión.

Formación de fe en persona y 
otros ministerios

1. Todos los participantes may-
ores de 6 años deben usar cubier-
tas de tela para la cara, excepto:

a. Programas al aire libre que 
involucran la separación de hoga-

res o familias;
b. La actividad (por ejemplo, com-

er o hacer deporte) hace que sea 
imposible llevar un cubre boca.

2. Se anima a las parroquias a 
proporcionar un área / sección 
socialmente distanciada para los 
participantes que puedan perman-
ecer vulnerables;

3. Todos los participantes de 
la formación de fe en persona y 
otros ministerios parroquiales 
deben obtener las excepciones de 
COVID-19. Ésta es una muestra 
de la excepción.

Recepciones y Encuentros Socia-
les

1. Se permiten reuniones socia-
les más grandes en toda la parro-
quia a plena capacidad. Se anima 
a las parroquias a proporcionar 
un área / sección que esté social-
mente distanciada. Se motiva al 
uso de espacios al aire libre.

2. Se permiten recepciones.
3. Se debe alentar a los invitados 

a comer y beber en las mesas.
a. Servicio / distribución de 

alimentos: debe proporcionar 
porciones individuales o hacer que 
el personal / empleado de abas-
tecimiento / voluntario sirva; por 
favor no distribuya estilo buffet de 
autoservicio o en cubetas / ta-
zones / fuentes comunes;

b. Todos los participantes de 6 
años o más deben usar cubiertas 
de tela para la cara cuando sea 
posible;

C. Se anima a las parroquias a 
proporcionar un área / sección 
que esté socialmente distanciada 
para los participantes en las recep-
ciones patrocinadas por la parro-
quia (a diferencia de las privadas) 
para aquellos que puedan perman-
ecer vulnerables.

Este documento sustituye y re-
emplaza documentos y lineamien-
tos anteriores.

¡Tenemos noticias emocionantes 
sobre el próximo paso en la con-
strucción del Santuario del Beato 

Stanley Rother! La construc-
ción de la cúpula de la Iglesia, 
que se elevará por encima del 
horizonte y será visible desde 
dos carreteras interestatales, 
ha comenzado y deberá com-
pletarse en julio. Estén aten-
tos a las últimas noticias 
sobre el evento público para 
elevar la cúpula en la iglesia 
del santuario. Siga el santu-

ario en Facebook, Instagram o en 
línea en rothershrine.org.

Las actualizaciones 
del santuario
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Briefs

Last month, I told you about 
the upcoming, expanded Spring 
Radiothon scheduled May 6-8. 
Not only will the radiothon air 
over the course of two and a 
half days, but new equipment 
will deliver the radiothon be-
yond the studio confines. I 
shared that the Spring Radio-
thon will travel to the Assem-
bly of Catholic Professionals 
gathering at 11 a.m. May 6 
and carry U.S. Rep. Stephanie 
Bice’s address live. What also is 
exciting is our remote broadcast 
from 8 a.m. to Noon May 9 at 
Saint John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Edmond.

Getting acquainted with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
in their home parishes via 
Catholic radio strengthens our 
Catholic community, drawing 
us closer to one another, elim-
inating the physical barrier of 
distance. If you have participat-
ed in past OKCR radiothons, 
you probably have heard Saint 
John the Baptist parishioners 
calling with matching donations 
to parish challenges. They have 
gone so far as to individually 
contribute anonymously a large 
sum and then ask their fellow 
parishioners to match the dona-
tion – which they do with great 
enthusiasm.

The parish has the distinc-
tion of being the first church 
built in Oklahoma after the 
Land Run of 1889. Four fami-
lies populated the congregation 
then. Today, more than 10,000 
people attend Saint John and it 
has the bustle and magnitude 
of a large community with its 
considerable campus of church, 
school and gathering spaces.

Stephanie Graham, leader 
of stewardship and communi-
ty life at Saint John, said it is 
the “small town feel of church” 
that characterizes Saint John 
the Baptist. When I talked with 
Stephanie, she reminded me 
that Saint John has a dynamic 
population, families moving in 
and out because of corporate 
transfers and also Tinker Air 
Force Base relocations. The 
multitude of active ministries 
reflects that small town expe-
rience because there is some-
thing for everyone to give and to 
receive.

Father Ray Ackerman, pastor 
of Saint John, organized the 
parish into six pillars of faith: 
worship, evangelization and for-
mation, outreach, stewardship 
and community life, adminis-
tration and Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton School. 

During the radiothon, you will 
hear from enthusiastic ministry 
leaders and participants. You 
won’t want to miss my interview 
Saturday morning with Erin 
Snow, director of faith forma-
tion and evangelization at Saint 
John. One topic we will dis-
cuss is a terrific example Erin 
recounted to me of Saint John 
parishioners employing Catho-
lic radio in their evangelization 
efforts.

I hope you will make the Sat-
urday morning portion of the 
radiothon part of your listening 
time. When we broadcast from 
an archdiocesan parish, OKCR 
aims to make that connection 
in the Catholic community as 
personal as possible. It is a new 
way for us to learn about each 
other and appreciate how, in 
both our similarities and differ-
ences, we are formed in the im-
age and likeness of God. Tune 
in. Listen. Support.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. 

Good Shepherd Sunday
Archbishop Coakley has created 

the first annual Priest Appreciation 
Week in the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City. The week provides an op-
portunity for parishioners, families 
and parishes to say “thank you” to 
our priests for all they do, and to 
recognize all they have done during 
this past year. Priest Appreciation 
Week will begin each year on Good 
Shepherd Sunday. This year, it is 
April 25 - May 1. Each parish is en-
couraged to promote the week and 
to thank their priests in whatever 
way they prefer.

Mask requirement remains in 
place

Archbishop Coakley has issued a 
mandatory requirement for masks 
to be worn for all public Masses 
in the archdiocese. To find guide-
lines, go online to archokc.org/
returntomass.

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month for adoration and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklaho-
ma City. Adoration is open to the 
public.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp

Sign up for summer camp! Visit 
archokc.org/camp to see summer 
camp and family camp schedules. 
There are opportunities available 
to join the camp staff too!

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is April 30 - May 2 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma 
City. This healing retreat is for 
post-abortive women and men and 
is a place where other people have 
been through similar pain. E-mail 
rachel@cceok.org to register or call 
(918) 512-1525. 

Maronite Catholic Mass
Fr. Nabil Mouannes, pastor of 

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite 
Catholic Church in Norman, in-
vites all Catholics to experience 
a special Maronite Catholic Mass 
at 11 a.m. May 2 in celebration of 
the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon. 
Join in-person at 500 E. Alameda, 
or tune-in on Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio at 7 a.m. and 11 a.m. Visit 
okcr.org for stations. 

Luncheon 4 Life
The next Luncheon 4 Life is 

11:30 a.m. May 13 at Embassy 
Suites, 741 N. Phillips Ave. in 
Oklahoma City. Guest speaker: 
Jennifer Goodrich, president and 
CEO of Pivot. RSVP at respectlife@
archokc.org; (405) 709-2714.  
luncheons4life.com/oklahoma-city 

Redbird Roundup
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in El Reno will host a Redbird 
Roundup 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. May 
15 at the Denny-Crump Rodeo 
Arena in El Reno to benefit the 
school. There will be live entertain-
ment from Jeremy Rowe, Cow Pat-
ty Bingo, a winner’s choice raffle, 
food trucks and a live auction. The 
live auction will consist of one-of-
a-kind classroom projects. Visit 
sacredhcs.ejoinme.org/roundup 
for more information and tickets. 

Golf tournament
St. James the Greater Catho-

lic Church in Oklahoma City is 
hosting a golf tournament May 17 
at Hidden Trails Golf & Country 
Club, 6501 S. Country Club Dr., 
in Oklahoma City. $100 per play-
er: $200 sponsorships. Contact 
Joe Basnaro at (405) 664-5523. 

Abbot’s Table
Support St. Gregory’s Abbey at 

the 2021 Abbot’s Table May 21 at 
the Petroleum Club, 100 N Broad-
way Ave #3400 in The Skirvin Hil-
ton, Oklahoma City. Attend in-per-
son or virtually. Virtual attendees 
can log-in from home at no charge, 
watch the program, donate and 
bid on the silent and live auction 
items. Wine and food packages 
are also available for purchase for 
virtual attendees. Visit one.bidpal.
net/monksok. Contact Theresa at 
(405) 878-5296 to donate auction 
items or purchase Mission Monks 
Beef raffle tickets. 

Golf tournament
Knights of Columbus Council 

#5266 at St. Francis Xavier Cath-
olic Church in Stillwater is hosting 
the 2021 Oklahoma Knights of 
Columbus annual golf tournament 
May 22 at the Golf Course at Ci-
marron Trail in Perkins. Proceeds 
benefit The Center of Family Love. 
Open to all golfers; four-player 
scramble with a shotgun start at 
1:30 pm. $75 per player covers the 
green fee, cart, lunch, goody bag 
and two drink tickets. Multiple 
sponsorship opportunities avail-
able. Registration and sponsorship 
forms: kofc5266.org/p/resourc-
es. Contact SK Pedro Velasco at 
pedropvelascoe@gmail.com, (405) 
614-4585.

Camp Rocket 2021
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is hosting a variety of 
sports camps and a three-day 
summer camp for all ages and in-
terests, Camp Rocket. Camp Rock-
et is 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. June 2 – 4. 
MSM will provide a t-shirt, snacks 
and all materials needed for camp 
activities. Students will be intro-
duced to science experiments, mu-
sic, blue crew fun, robotics, arts 
and crafts and more! Register at 
mountstmary.org. Contact Sum-
mer Camps Director Blake Gunter 
at bgunter@mountstmary.org. 

Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 

April 25, 2021    15Sooner Catholic

April 

Fourth Sunday of Easter.

World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.   

Monthly Novena to the In-
fant Jesus. Nine days of 
novenas to the Infant Jesus 
of Prague. During the nine 
days, the novena prayers will 
be: Monday-Friday following 
Noon Mass, Saturday follow-
ing 5 p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
following 11 a.m. Mass.

Feast of St. Louis Grignion de 
Montfort.

Feast of St. Peter Chanel.

Feast of St. Catherine of 
Siena.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
Pastoral Center. Contact 
Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
ccrprayers@gmail.com.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
weekend April 30 - May 2, 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
918-798-0012 

troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
SKC 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214, 16367

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828

Lance Dufour 
918-550-0886 

lance.dufour@kofc.org 
Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Chris Wright 
405-822-2181 

chris.wright@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 

1533, 1537, 2974, 3113, 
3309, 9334, 13366

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
405-697-8820 

michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
405-570-2179 

max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
405-638-1274 

michael.dalby@kofc.org 
Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 6367, 8523, 

9900, 11648, 11909,  
12819, 12382
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Oklahoma City. Contact 
rachel@cceok.org, (918) 512-
1525. 

May 

Feast of St. Joseph the 
Worker.

Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
the lay order of the Missionar-
ies of Charity of St. Teresa of 
Calcutta, meeting at 10 a.m. 
at Holy Innocents’ conference 
room. Any lay person inter-
ested in living a consecrated 
life is welcome to “come and 
see.” Contact Toni Harrelson 
at (405) 694-1292, (405) 341-
2199 or tonimah@sbcglobal.
net.

Fifth Sunday of Easter.

Maronite Catholic Mass, 11 
a.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
Maronite Church, 500 Al-
ameda St., Norman, or on 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio at 
7 a.m. and 11 a.m. Visit okcr.
org stations.

St. Francis of Assisi Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity of 
Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
- 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
(316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
net.

Meeting of the Third Order 

(Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
(St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
105, for any Catholic layper-
son drawn to religious life. 
Call John or Mary McClernon, 
(405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
9407.

Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
man. Contact Connie Lang, 
(405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
gmail.com.

Feast of Sts. Philip and 
James.

Charismatic Catholic prayer 
meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
toral Center. Contact Elaine at 
(405) 358-3610, ccrprayers@
gmail.com.

First Friday Adoration, Noon 
- 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
pressway, OKC.

First Friday Sacred Heart 
Mass at the Catholic Pasto-
ral Center. Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
(405) 528-6252.

Benedictine Oblates meet the 
second Saturday each month, 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. via Zoom. For 
people who seek to live more 
completely; what it means to 
be a Christian. Contact Ju-
dith Martin, (405) 635-5665, 
jmmartinosb@yahoo.com.
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Conception Seminary College breaks ground on 
new residence hall

The groundbreaking ceremony 
included a welcome, a blessing 
over the project site and construc-
tion by Abbot Benedict Neenan, 
O.S.B., followed by the ceremonial 
turning of the shovels and a photo 
to commemorate the event.

“The mission of Conception 
Seminary College is the prepara-
tion of candidates for the ordained 
ministry in the Roman Catholic 
Church through spiritual, in-
tellectual, human and pastoral 
formation in the Benedictine tra-
dition,” said President-Rector Fr. 

Victor Schinstock, O.S.B.
“A sign of our commitment to 

this mission is the construction 
of this new residence hall for our 
seminarians, Good Shepherd 
Hall,” he said. “We dedicate this 
building to the Lord Jesus and 
his appointed shepherds, looking 
to them for intercession that our 
seminarians may grow in holiness 
and virtue in preparation for a life 
of service.”

Those donning hard hats and 
digging into the project site includ-
ed Neenan and Schinstock, along 

with Conception Seminary College 
administration, monks of Concep-
tion Abbey, campaign volunteers 
and alumni association leadership, 
representatives from Ellison-Aux-
ier Architects, Inc. and E.L. Craw-
ford Construction, Inc. Also pres-
ent, but not pictured, was Kelly 
Crawford, CEO of E. L. Crawford 
Construction, and monks and em-
ployees of Conception.

E.L. Crawford will serve as the 
general contractor on the project, 
which should be completed in time 
for the students to move in at the 

beginning of the 2022-2023 aca-
demic year.

“We have been incredibly bless-
ed by the generous outpouring 
of support from our friends and 
benefactors,” Neenan said. “As 
Conception Abbey nears 150 years 
in northwest Missouri, we believe 
it is through investments like 
Good Shepherd Hall that we can 
continue our ministries long into 
the future.”

 Find more information at cam-
paign.conceptionabbey.org.

Left to right: Eric Moore, president; and Wade Harms, vice-president and project manager; and Bob Herring, on-site superintendent; all of E.L. Crawford Construc-
tion, Inc.; Jeff Ellison and Jeremy Proctor, Ellison-Auxier Architects, Inc.; Jim Kopp, alumni association president, regent, campaign volunteer; Tony Cordaro, 
alumni association; Br. Thomas Sullivan, O.S.B., alumni director; Rev. Pachomius Meade, O.S.B., vice-rector of Conception Seminary College; Rt. Rev. Benedict 
Neenan, O.S.B., abbot and chancellor; Very Rev. Victor Schinstock, O.S.B., president-rector of Conception Seminary College; Mark Wiederholt, director of environ-
mental services; Jennifer Huard, director of development. Photo provided.
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