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Go Make Disciples

program offers inclusive 
educational experience

CORNERSTONE

(Left to Right) Abigail Rogers, junior; Stacy Hawley, Cornerstone director; Drew Boswell, 
sophomore; William Hefner, sophomore, and Jacob Brooks, senior. Photo provided.

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 16

Jacob Brooks, a student at 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School, is making school 
history as the first recipient 
of the Cornerstone Inclusion 

Program certificate of achievement. The 
program, in its fourth year at the Mount, 
provides an inclusive educational experi-
ence for students with intellectual disabil-
ities. Through individualized instruction 
plans and support from peer “scholars,” 
each student can maximize their academ-
ic, social and spiritual potential.

Currently, four students at the Mount 
participate in Cornerstone. Each student 
is assigned a scholar in every core class. 
The scholar’s function is to provide sup-
port in the classroom and help acclimate 
life on campus. Senior Abbey Whitten 
served as a scholar this school year.  

“We assist them academically during 
class, we’re a buddy that they know they 
can trust,” Whitten said. “They see me as 
a friend, someone who can help them and 
give them support when they need it.”

For Whitten, the experience of being a 
scholar has given her a new perspective.

“It has really altered my mindset about 
how hard the parents and siblings of 
individuals with disabilities have to work 
to meet their needs, and what it takes to 
help them succeed. It takes a village and I 
feel like I can make a difference.”

Ellyn Hefner, whose son William is a 
student in the program, explained how 
the opportunity has given her son a plat-
form that he has never had before. 

“William is a very social kid and being 
integrated has improved his social life so 
much. He’s a different person now,” she 
said. “He’s got friends, and he’s comfort-
able in this space with other students.” 

This summer, for the 22nd year, 
school-age campers from across 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City will gather at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp 
for a week of prayer, activities 
and friendship.

The camp, which is located be-
tween Luther and Wellston about 
45 minutes from Oklahoma City, 
offers students of all faiths an op-
portunity to attend. The camp is 
open to students who will be en-
tering fourth through 12th grades 
in the 2021-2022 school year.

Camp will be facilitated by 
counselors, priests and semi-
narians and is designed to instill 
the values of the Catholic faith 
in an exciting, safe and support-
ive environment. In addition to 
individual campers, the camp will 
welcome families to join a family 
camp.

Register at archokc.org/camp.

Registration open 
for Catholic 

summer camp
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail tips@archokc.org.

a That the people who 
have given their lives in the 
service of our country may 
rejoice for all eternity in the 
glory of God’s reign. We pray 
to the Lord. Lord hear our 
prayer. 

a Mount St. Mary Cath-
olic High School is hosting 
the 33rd annual Pete Cór-
dova Golf Classic June 8 at 
Jimmie Austin Golf Club in 
Norman to raise funds for 
Catholic education tuition 
assistance. Call (405) 631-
8865 for more information. 
Register at mountstmary.org. 
Discount codes available for 
alumni and new tournament 
players. Not a golfer? Learn 
more about the social patio 
experience that day.  

a Fiat women’s retreat
Single women ages 18-30 
who are seeking to do God’s 
will are invited to attend a 
Fiat Ministries Discernment 
Retreat Aug. 5-7 at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Youth 
Camp. Religious sisters from 
various religious orders as-
sist at the retreat by giving 
talks, leading small groups, 
giving their testimonies, and 
providing a joyful witness of 
what it means to be a conse-
crated religious sister. Cost 
$25; includes meals, lodging 
and materials. Register by 
Aug. 1 at fiatministries.org.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

As a teen growing up in a Catholic home there was 
never any doubt about where I belonged on Sunday 
morning. If I ever dared complain about having to get 
up for Mass, my parents’ response was predictable: 
“As long as you live under this roof, you will go to 
Mass on Sunday morning.” (Saturday evening was 
an acceptable substitute.) This was something we 
did. Period. If we traveled on the weekend, we al-
ways would have to plan to attend Mass somewhere. 
Sometimes that presented a challenge! We were an 
ordinary Catholic family. Skipping Sunday Mass was 
simply not an option. 

Times certainly have changed. In the past few de-
cades, the number of Catholics in the United States 
who regularly attend Sunday Mass has declined dra-
matically. Fortunately, the wisdom of the Church on 
this matter has not changed and the Precepts of the 
Church are as clear as ever. 

As mentioned in my previous column, the Precepts 
of the Church are intended to guarantee the neces-
sary minimum in the spirit of prayer, sacramental 
life and moral commitment to ensure our continued 
growth in the love of God and love of neighbor. They 
remind us of what we need to live as faithful disci-
ples. 

As we begin to come out of this global pandemic 
during which so many familiar routines and prac-
tices of our lives have been disrupted, including our 
participation in Mass, perhaps we need a reminder. 
We need the Sunday Eucharist. It is the foundation 
of our lives as Catholics. It is the source of the divine 
life of grace and the summit of all Christian worship. 
The first Precept of the Catholic Church therefore 
states: You shall attend Mass on Sundays and on 
holy days of obligation and rest from servile labor 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2042).  

Sunday is the Lord’s Day. As the day of the Resur-
rection, it is different from the other days of the week 
and ought to be treated so. This includes, of course, 
the serious obligation to participate in the Mass. 

Now that the temporary suspension of the Sunday 
obligation has been restored, we need to reflect on 
the importance of Sunday in the Christian life. Many 
experienced a renewed hunger for the Eucharist 
when it was not easily accessible. Others simply got 
out of the habit. What does Sunday mean for us? 
Mass ought to be central. Is it? 

But, honoring the Lord’s day means more than 
Sunday Mass. It also means that we ought to refrain 
from unnecessary work and commercial concerns 
that distract us from the worship of the Lord and the 
joy that is proper to the Lord’s Day. Sunday is a day 

of rest and is meant for 
the relaxation of mind 
and body. It is meant for 
family and attending to 
those things that nour-
ish our faith and express 
our love and concern for 
others. 

The full and proper observance of the Lord’s Day is 
the necessary antidote to the dehumanizing effects 
of a materialistic society and consumer culture that 
ignores the rights of God and treats human beings 
as mere cogs in the economic machinery. 

Our participation in the communal celebration of 
the Sunday Mass is testimony of our belonging to 
Christ and to his Church. Because of the importance 
of the Sunday Eucharist in terms of our duty toward 
God and our own spiritual well-being, those who do 
not participate without serious reason such as ill-
ness or the demands of charity, commit a grave sin. 
The same is true for those holy days of obligation 
that celebrate the principal mysteries of our faith.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds 
us, “Sanctifying Sundays and holy days of obligation 
requires a common effort” (2187). Christians ought 
to avoid as much as possible making unnecessary 
demands on others that keep them from observing 
the Lord’s Day. 

When scheduling sporting activities, doing chores 
and household tasks or going shopping we ought to 
ask ourselves if these activities are in keeping with 
the spirit of the Lord’s Day as a day of prayer and 
leisure. Can these activities be postponed? Do they 
separate families or hinder others from fulfilling 
their religious obligations? If so, then they should be 
avoided. Some people’s work, admittedly, requires 
them to labor on Sundays. Still, employers have an 
obligation to ensure their employees have an oppor-
tunity to fulfill their religious duties.

Our secular culture has lost its sense of the sa-
credness of Sunday. It treats Sunday as any other 
business day. One of the dogmas of the secular creed 
seems to be: Time is money. 

The Catholic view is different. Time is sacred. God 
has hallowed time through his work of Creation and 
Redemption. Keeping the Lord’s Day holy acknowl-
edges this truth. Sunday is the primary holy day of 
obligation. It is up to us to reclaim the special rever-
ence due to the Lord’s Day. We can begin by making 
Sunday Mass the priority that it deserves to be every 
week!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The Precepts of the Church: 
Sundays and holy days

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful.

And kindle in them the fire 
of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and 
they shall be created.

And you will renew the face 
of the earth.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

May 23 – Confirmation, 3 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
May 25 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
May 25 – Scouting and Outdoor Evangelization Mass, 6:30 p.m., CPC 
May 26 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Eugene, Weatherford
May 27 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
May 27 – Catholic Charities Board meeting, 11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities Offices, OKC 
May 29 – Confirmation, 4 p.m., St. James the Greater, OKC 
May 30 – Confirmation, Noon, St. Joseph, Ada
May 31 – Memorial Day Mass, 9 a.m., Resurrection Cemetery Chapel, OKC 
June 1 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC 
June 1 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
June 1 – USCCB Pro-Life Committee virtual meeting, 1 p.m.
June 2-3 – Convocation of Priests, CPC 
June 4 – USCCB Divine Worship Committee virtual meeting, Noon
June 6 – Feast of Corpus Christi Mass, 11 a.m., Corpus Christi, OKC
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The talented wood-
carvers of Ferdinand 
Stuflesser from the 
lovely northern Ital-
ian village of Orti-
sei are completing 
their work on two 
important statues 
that will be placed 
in the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine 
church. The statues 
are Our Lady with 
the Child Jesus, and 
Saint Joseph. 

Our Lady and Saint Joseph, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Rev. Joseph R. Ross
Father Joseph Ross, a longtime priest for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, died peace-
fully on May 7, 2021, in Oklahoma City. He 
was 76. 

The Vigil service was held May 17 at Epiph-
any of the Lord Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City. The funeral Mass was held May 18 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help with 
Archbishop Coakley presiding.

Father Ross was born Jan. 14, 1945, in 
Stillwater to Joe Roy and Mary Angela (Schott) 
Ross. He was the eldest of 10 children. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on Dec. 27, 1969, in 
Chickasha by Bishop Victor J. Reed. 

Father Ross graduated from Saint Joseph 
Catholic High School in Chickasha before 
attending Saint Edward University in Austin, 
Texas, for one year. He entered Saint Francis 
de Sales Seminary in Oklahoma City in 1963. 
In 1966, he earned a bachelor’s degree at 
Immaculate Conception Seminary in Missouri. 
He achieved a graduate degree in sacred theol-
ogy at Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome 
in 1970. He later earned a master’s degree in 
theology at the University of Notre Dame in 
1979 where he also successfully completed his 
doctoral candidacy examinations. 

Because of his long career of service, Father 
Ross was well known to many in the archdi-
ocese. His associate pastor assignments were 
at Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City; Saint Thomas More Catholic 
Church and Saint Joseph Catholic Church, 
both in Norman; Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

and Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 
both in Oklahoma City; Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond; and lastly Christ 
the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma City. 

Father Ross served 
as pastor at Saint Thomas 
More Catholic Church in 
Norman, Christ the 
King Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City, and fi-
nally Blessed Sacra-
ment Catholic Church 
in Lawton. He retired in 
2015 when health issues 
caused him to leave the 
work he loved. 

Along with his parish 
priest assignments, he 
held positions with the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City as Director of Dea-
con Formation, Regional 
Vicar and Vicar for Min-
istries. He was a member 
of the Permanent Diacon-
ate Committee and was 
elected by his peers to the 
Presbyteral Council. He 
was on the board of directors of Saint Gregory’s 
University and of Bishop McGuinness Catholic 
High School. He served in the greater commu-
nity as a chaplain of the Oklahoma Air National 
Guard, achieving the rank of colonel.

A true gentleman scholar, Father Ross had a 
lifelong interest 
in learning. He 
initially studied 
mathematics and 

his many interests included history, especially 
ancient Roman history. He loved all manner of 
poetry and music. While studying in Rome at 
Pontifical Gregorian University, he was intensely 

interested in the nuances 
of the Catholic liturgy. 

He was an ardent stu-
dent of his family’s history. 
He also loved all manner 
of sports, especially any-
thing related to Oklahoma 
State University. His great-
est interest was serving 
the Catholic Church to 
which he dedicated his life. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Joe and Mary Ross, his 
brother Jeffrey Ross and 
niece Gayle Ross. He is 
survived by his siblings 
Barbara Andrews (Jerry), 
Dr. James Ross (Jane), 
Mary Kathryn Shaw (Ted), 
Stephanie Edmond (Rick), 
Dr. William Ross (Patricia), 
Deborah Fleetwood 
(Bill), Hank Ross (Alison) 

and Deacon Val Ross (Terri). He was known 
affectionately as “Uncle Rusty” to 23 nieces and 
nephews and 20 great nieces and nephews. 

In John 15:12, Christ stated, “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you.” The family expresses our 
deep appreciation to the many dedicated health 
professionals who responded to Christ in pro-
viding loving service to our brother who himself 
served so many. These providers include the 

entire staff of Saint Ann Assisted 
Living Center where La Trona 
Fulbright and Tonja Kossi de-
serve special recognition. Other 
agencies and staff include the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, 
especially Priests Nurse Suzanne 
Clem; Physician Housecalls and 
Dr. Ian Thompson; Kim Night-
engale of Kindful Hospice; and 
all caregivers from First Call and 
Brightstar agencies. 

Funeral and burial arrange-
ments with Sevier Funeral 
Home, Chickasha. Memorial 
gifts may be made to Holy Name 
Catholic Church, 210 S. 7, 
Chickasha, OK 73018.

Rev. Joseph R. Ross

Archbishop Coakley celebrated a 
Mass of Christian Burial for Fr. 
Joseph Ross May 18 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 
Photos Diane Clay, Avery Holt/
Sooner Catholic.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Monsignor James Mc-
Guire was born in a 
foreign country like so 

many of the early clergy. In this 
case, Sainte-Brigide-d’Iberville, 
Quebec, Canada, on Jan. 18, 
1874. He arrived in Oklahoma 
in 1894 and served as county 
clerk in Pond Creek until an-
swering the call to priesthood. 
Bishop Meerschaert accept-
ed his application and sent 
him to his favorite seminary 
(where many missionaries were 
trained), the American College 
at Louvain, Belgium.

Following ordination in 1895, 
he served as assistant at Saint 
Joseph Cathedral (later referred 
to as Saint Joseph Old Cathe-
dral) and became a pastor at 
Wagoner in 1907 and built a 
church there.

He came to Oklahoma City 
to start the parish of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 1910. 
Named to the important post of 
chancellor 1919, he served in 
that capacity under two bish-
ops leaving that role in 1925. 
His obituary characterized 
his service in that office: “The 
gentlemanly scholar had a host 
of friends in Oklahoma and 
was an important figure in the 
church until incapacitated. He 
was kind and gracious to every-

one. He defended the faith 
numerous times in the 
public press during 
the Klan days of the 

early twenties.” In fact, his 
defense became legendary as 
the Klan enjoyed a resurgence 
after the First World War with 
Catholics being one of the 
primary targets.

As often time is the case, a 
new bishop names his own 
chancellor, and at that junc-
ture he was named adminis-
trator of Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Tulsa. Named 
pastor of Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church in Tulsa, the 
name was changed to Christ 
the King Catholic Church by 
Bishop Kelley, and Monsignor 
McGuire was responsible for 
the oversight of the building 
of this architectural master-
piece.

He was appointed pastor of 
Holy Family Catholic Church in 
1929 and rector when it be-
came the co-cathedral in 1931. 
However, as the previously 
mentioned obituary alluded to, 
Monsignor McGuire suffered 
with sometimes debilitating 
bouts of asthma. Oklahoma’s 
climate certainly did nothing to 
relieve his infirmities. He retired 
from his pastorate in 1935 and 
served as a hospital chaplain in 
various locations as his health 
permitted.

Monsignor McGuire left this 
life on April 2, 1950. This intel-
lectual priest gave his life in ser-
vice to the people of Oklahoma 
with a kindness and gentleness 

that resonated and made him 
beloved. Had his health not been 
so limiting, it is not difficult to 
imagine an even larger footprint 
in Oklahoma church history 
would have been accomplished 
by this remarkable man.

In his eulogy at the Requiem 
Mass, Father Gilbert Hardesty 
summed up a life well led: “Of 
Msgr. McGuire I will say, and 
all will agree, that his outstand-
ing virtue was a charitable 
judgement, both in mind and 
in words. We believe that God 
will judge and has judged him 
mercifully, for he was merciful 
in his judgement of his fellow-
man.” 

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Msgr. James McGuire 

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Mass and 
Confirmation May 
16 at St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic 
Church in Sulphur.

Photos Diane Clay/
Sooner Catholic. 
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U.S. Rep. Stephanie Bice, R-Edmond, spoke 
on May 6 about faith, family and the issues 
facing the U.S. Congress at the Assembly of 
Catholic Professionals in downtown 
Oklahoma City. 

Bice, who was elected in November to 
represent Oklahoma’s 5th District, said 
her freshman year in Congress has been 
a whirlwind, including being chosen 
president of the freshman class in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. She is 
the first woman to be elected president 
of the freshman class.

“Running for public office wasn’t some-
thing that had ever occurred to me, but 
it was actually my work in the Church 
and in the community that inspired me,” 
she said. “These are the things that I am 
being called to do, to help other families, 
to be of service … to protect life and pro-
tect religious freedom. That’s why I was 
elected.”   

Bice and her family are parishioners at 
Saint Eugene Catholic Church in Okla-

homa City. She said her faith has sustained 
her as she adjusts to serving in Congress. 

“Many politicians struggle with their faith. 

Being faithful to the teachings of God, faithful 
to the teachings of Jesus in this time has really 
become a political statement of its own,” she 

said. “But, my faith gives me the mor-
al values to withstand the present day 
realities and it has helped me to find the 
strength needed to move forward and do 
what I believe I have been called to do.” 

Bice said issues being discussed in 
the U.S. House include environmental 
issues, bills affecting families, energy 
needs and the infrastructure plan being 
proposed by President Biden, which she 
said should be pared down to include 
only true infrastructure needs.

The Assembly of Catholic Profession-
als is a network of business and pro-
fessional leaders who meet quarterly to 
engage more fully in the life of the Cath-
olic Church in Oklahoma. Membership 
is open to anyone who is interested in 
learning about and promoting the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. Join at archokc.org/acp.

U.S. Rep. Stephanie Bice speaks to 
Assembly of Catholic Professionals

U.S. Rep. Stephanie Bice, R-Edmond, spoke at the Assembly of 
Catholic Professionals luncheon on May 6 in downtown Oklahoma 
City. Join at archokc.org/acp. Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Parishioners at Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Lawton gathered on May 1 to 
crown Mary in the grotto. They prayed 
the Rosary inside the church in English, 
Spanish and Korean, and then processed, 
singing the Litany of the Saints in Latin. 
Photos provided. 
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St. Benedict Parish Guild in Shawnee held a raffle for an 
afghan donated by guild member Dorothy Taylor. From left to 
right: Guild President Angie Lock, Fr. Lawrence Damian and 
Vicki Feuerborn (the winner). Proceeds will be used for schol-
arships for St. Benedict’s high school seniors. Photo provided. 

Parishioners at St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church 
in Yukon gathered with members of law enforcement 
April 17 to pray a Rosary. Fr. Rex Arnold, pastor, 
whose brother is a police officer, opened the gather-
ing. Photo provided.

Rebekah Cleary, junior at Mount St. 
Mary Catholic High School, was ac-
cepted to the Four Star Leadership 
2021 Program. The program invites 
70 of the top high school students 
from around the world to develop 
leadership skills through curricu-
lum, speech and writing competi-
tions and personal experiences with 
respected leaders. Photo provided. 
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Sr. Teresa 
Margaret, 
Carmelite 
Sisters of St. 
Therese of the 
Infant Jesus, 
celebrated 
her 100th 

birthday on 
May 11 with 
Archbishop 
Beltran, the 
Carmelite 
Sisters and 
friends. Photos 
provided.

Fr. Vic Luong, associate pastor at St. 
Eugene Catholic Church, played the 
fourth grade in a Four Square battle at 
St. Eugene Catholic School in Oklahoma 
City. Photos provided. 

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School won the Class 3A Boys Soccer State Cham-
pionship on May 14. It is the school’s second state boys soccer championship. 
Photo provided.

Jackson Salsman-Whitfield, a 
student at Mount St. Mary Catholic 
High School won the state champi-
onship title in the 1,600-meter run. 
Photo provided.

First Communion students at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Alva worked with their 
teacher, Keri Pannell, to finish their prepa-
ration for First Communion on May 5. Stu-
dents are Carson O’Neil, Ben Lauderdale 
and Archer Tyree. Photo provided.

Confirmation students at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Alva completed community service proj-
ects, refinished the park picnic table and completed 
a painting project. Teacher Karen Armbruster or-
ganized the projects. Students are Andrew Barton, 
Gabriella Herrera, Julius Cardonita and Cynthia 
Samaniego. Photos provided.
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About 150 people gathered May 8 at Holy Family Catholic Church in Lawton for the 2nd annual Non-Runners .5k Walk/Run. The “run” included coffee and donuts, 
balloon animals, breakfast and lunch sandwiches, beverages and door prizes. Funds raised go to the building fund. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School’s annual Week 
of Giving held April 26-30 
set a record with 245 donors 
contributing $239,178 to the 
school’s Mount Fund. The 
Mount Fund supports opera-
tions of the school, including 
tuition assistance, school pro-
grams and school projects.  

“We always have had suc-
cess raising money by plac-
ing our full attention on a 
challenge over a short time 
frame. Our promotion of the 
week, our efforts during the 

week and our stewardship 
when the week was over were 
all critical components to 
success,” said Chris Stiles, 
director of advancement.

The highlight of the effort 
was the student phone-a-
thon. Thirty students partic-
ipated along with volunteers 
from the Mount Fund Lead-
ership Team, fostering aware-
ness, personally connecting 
with donors and establishing 
momentum for the week.

In addition to the $239,178 
raised for The Mount Fund, 

the week was a catalyst 
for additional giving to the 
school.

“We received a major gift for 
our wonderful drama depart-
ment, an additional $45,000 
to complete the chapel remod-
eling project, endowment gifts 
adding to the sustainably of 
our school and a planned gift 
from the estate of Charles and 
Lola Tippit Wilmes. Lola was a 
1949 graduate of The Mount 
whose legacy will always be 
honored and remembered 
forever,” Stiles said.

Mount “Week of Giving” raised $239,178 for Mount Fund

Thirty Mount St. Mary Catholic High School students 
participated in a phone-a-thon. Photo provided.

Congratulations 
to Troy Bodman, 
Jonah Beckham 
and Joseph Holt 

for graduating from Con-
ception Seminary College 

in Missouri on May 15. 
Pray for these young men, and 

all the seminarians, as they contin-
ue their journey of discernment.
 To learn more about vocations, 
visit okcvocations.com.

Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

#THIS
COULD
BEYOU

ELIANA
Parish: The Cathedral of Our

Lady of Perpetual Help

CRISTO REY OKC CATHOLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL offers a wide variety of 
activities for students to partake in! 
Eliana, for example, runs cross 
country, serves as a peer tutor, 
leads Royals4Life, assists with the 
weekly celebration of mass, helped 
design spreads for yearbook, 
assisted with the Black History 
Month Program, and serves on 
dance committees.

Opportunities to work in 
industries such as medical 
legal, banking, and non-profits.

Affordable college-preparatory 
education with all students on 
scholarship; Tuition begins 
at $50/month.

Every student receives a laptop
for use at school and at home!

Sports teams, Mariachi, Baile 
Folklorico, Student Council, 
Coding Club, and more!

ON THE CAMPUS OF OSU-OKC | 900 N. PORTLAND OKC, OK 73107 | 405.945.9100 | WWW.CRISTOREYOKC.ORG/ADMISSIONS 

SCAN FOR MORE
INFO AND TO FIND 
AN IN-PERSON CROKC
ADMISSIONS EVENT!
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Left to Right: 

St. Philip Neri Catholic 
Church, Midwest City

Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, Lawton 

St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Ponca City

Left to Right: 

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church, Kingfisher

Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Alva 

St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
Anadarko

Left to Right: 

St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Ponca City 

Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Alva 

St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Clinton

Left to Right: 

St. Matthew Catholic 
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Sister Barbara Riebel, A.S.C., 
died April 25 at Caritas Center 
in Wichita. She was 97 and had 
been a professed Adorer of the 
Blood of Christ for 79 years. 

Sister Riebel was born on 
Dec. 19, 1923, on a farm near 
Schoenchen, Kan., the sixth 
of 12 children of Clement and 
Anna (Dinges) Riebel. The fami-
ly later moved to Bazine.

By the time Sister Riebel was 
10, two of her older sisters had 
made vows as Adorers. She 
entered the Adorers in 1939, 
making first vows on Aug. 10, 
1941, and final vows on Aug. 
11, 1946. All told, four Riebel 
siblings became Adorers.

She worked as a domestic in 
Enid and in Kinsley, Kan., then 
earned certification for ad-
vanced dietary supervision for 
hospital work in Carlsbad and 
Artesia, N.M., Marion, Kan., 
and Enid. 

She worked as a nurse’s 
aide in Great Bend, Kan., then 
moved to Oklahoma City where 

she worked 
from 1975 
to 2008 as a 
dietary super-
visor, licensed 
cosmetologist 
and pastoral 
minister at 
Saint Ann.

She saw her 
ministry as 
supporting the 
dignity and well-being of the 
residents.  

When Sister Riebel returned 
to the Wichita Center, she 
opened a beauty shop for the 
sisters. She also volunteered 
as a Eucharistic minister at 
the center and Saint Francis 
Hospital.  

Sister Riebel enjoyed visiting 
with her siblings and extended 
family, planning family re-
unions and playing cards. She 
shared her card-playing skills 
with Newman University stu-
dents during game nights.

Sr. Barbara Riebel

Sr. Barbara 
Riebel, A.S.C.

Sister Leona Riebel, A.S.C., 
died April 30 at Caritas Center in 
Wichita, five days after the pass-
ing of her younger sister, Sister 
Barbara Riebel. Sister Riebel was 
103 and had been a professed 
Adorer of the Blood of Christ 
for 85 years. She was one of 
four Riebel siblings who became 
Adorers.

Sister Riebel was born on 
Nov. 8, 1917, in Schoenchen, 
Kan., the second of 12 children 
of Clement and Anna (Dinges) 
Riebel. The family later moved to 
Bazine.  

Sister Riebel entered the 
Adorers at age 16 in 1933. She 
professed first vows on Aug. 7, 
1935, and final vows on Aug. 10, 
1940.  

Sister Riebel, like many Ador-
ers at that time, began her teach-
ing career with a high school 
diploma. By the time she gradu-
ated from Sacred Heart College, 
now Newman University, with a 
bachelor’s degree in education in 
1954, she already had educat-
ed primary students in several 
cities. In 1971, she completed 
a master’s degree in education 
from Kansas State Teachers 
College in Emporia. She served 

in Oklahoma at 
Canute, Okarche 
and Stillwater. 

After 44 years 
in the classroom, 
Sister Riebel 
changed direc-
tion in ministry. 
She assisted in 
the Conservation 
Office in the li-
brary at Catholic 
University of America in Wash-
ington, D.C., did database work 
for the Holy Ghost Fathers in Sil-
ver Springs, Md., and processed 
donations for the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception 
Basilica in Washington. 

A lifelong seamstress and 
knitter, Sister Riebel knitted 
hundreds of mittens and stock-
ing caps each year for Operation 
Holiday, a program for the poor 
in Wichita. She donated earn-
ings from her sewing projects to 
Center of Hope in Wichita, an 
Adorer-sponsored ministry for 
the homeless. 

Sister Riebel loved traveling 
and getting together with family. 
Like her siblings, she was a com-
petitive card player who excelled 
at Pitch. 

Sr. Leona Riebel

Sr. Leona 
Riebel, A.S.C.

Jobs Box
Director of Catholic Education - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a dynamic, apos-
tolic, innovative, highly motivated 
leader for the position of Director 
of Catholic Education who will 
serve as Superintendent of Cath-
olic Schools. The director will 
serve as the educational leader 
for archdiocesan schools, driving 
the design, implementation and 
evaluation of the educational pro-
gram, and providing Catholic faith 
formation for students. Master’s 
degree in education/administra-
tion required (doctorate preferred); 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; demonstrate administrative 
leadership experience; possess 
excellent oral, written and presen-
tation skills; and possess a proven 
ability to interact effectively with 
stakeholders, staff, parents and 
students. Specific experience in 
a complex, nonprofit, multiunit 
organization with a service orien-
tation a plus. Submit resume/C.V. 
and a letter of introduction to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center has 

an opening for a part-time admin-
istrative assistant in the Secretari-
at for Clergy, Consecrated Life and 
Vocations. Excellent computer and 
organizational skills a must. Bi-
lingual in Spanish preferred. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.  

Constituent services coordinator 
- OKC

The Secretariat for Stewardship 
and Development at the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City has an 
immediate opening for a constitu-
ent services coordinator. Superior 
computer skills, including data-
base management, a must. The 

position supports the mission and 
ministry of the Catholic communi-
ty within the archdiocese, by up-
dating and maintaining accurate 
records of constituent information. 
This key position assists in report-
ing for fundraising efforts as well 
as ensuring that constituents are 
contacted when appropriate. Ex-
cellent written and oral communi-
cation skills and being comfortable 
calling and meeting with people a 
must. Send cover letter, resume 
and three professional references 
to mmills@archokc.org.  

Elementary teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seeking 
an elementary teacher. Must be a 
certified teacher with experience in 
elementary education. Experience 
in Catholic education preferred. 
The position will be in one of the 
elementary classes, 2nd - 4th. Send 
resume and brief statement ex-
pressing interest to Principal Tim 
McFadden at principal@bjccs.org.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is hiring the fol-
lowing positions for the 2021-2022 
school year: Preschool (4-year-old) 
teacher; middle school religion 
teacher part-time; music teacher 
part-time; 2nd grade teacher. Con-
tact Joana Camacho at (405) 634-
5673 or principal@sacredheartokc.
org.

Math teacher - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

in Oklahoma City is seeking a 
math teacher for the 2021-2022 
school year. Bachelor’s degree in 
secondary education or a bache-
lor’s degree in Mathematics along 
with a state teaching certificate is 
required. Send resume and cov-

er letter to Amy Feighny, Christ 
the King Catholic School, 1905 
Elmhurst Ave., OKC 73120 or 
afeighny@ckschool.com. Down-
load teacher application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

Communications coordinator - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City is seeking a full-
time receptionist/communications 
coordinator. Applicant should 
possess strong written and verbal 
communication skills, outstanding 
media skills, attention to detail, 
the ability to work well with staff 
and parishioners, and strong orga-
nizational and time management 
skills. The position would manage 
phone calls, parish website, social 
media accounts, weekly electronic 
communications, parish news-
letter, bulletin, parish mailouts 
and online live-streaming service. 
Bachelor’s degree required. Send 
inquiries and resumes to patrick@
ckokc.org.

Coordinator youth, young adult 
formation - Edmond

St. Monica Catholic Church in 
Edmond is seeking a full-time 
coordinator of youth (6th – 12th) 
and young adult formation to work 
under the director of evangeliza-
tion. The person is responsible for 
confirmation preparation, youth 
formation discipleship groups, 
recruiting and forming volunteer 
adult leaders, young adult minis-
try and advancing evangelization 
and discipleship formation as part 
of a ministry team at the parish. 
Candidates must be fully practic-

ing Catholics in good standing and 
passionate about Jesus, the Cath-
olic faith and forming disciples. 
Some evenings and weekends re-
quired. Bachelor’s degree required; 
theology or ministry degree a 
plus. Strong skills in organization, 
planning and execution of events, 
technology and social media 
required. Previous parish-based 
work experience preferred. Must 
undergo safe environment back-
ground check. Submit resume 
to Fr. Hamilton at fr.shamilton@
gmail.com. For more information, 
call (405) 359-2700.

Music teacher - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a music teacher to oversee the 
PreK-8th music and theater perfor-
mances and teach three elective 
classes a week in middle school. 
Must be able to work with the 
parish music director but will not 
be responsible for liturgical choir. 
Send a resume and brief statement 
expressing interest to Principal 
Tim McFadden at principal@bjccs.
org.

Teachers – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School 

in El Reno is accepting appli-
cations for full-time 1st and 2nd 
grade teaching positions for the 
2021-2022 school year. Oklahoma 
state certification required. Send 
resume to Shannon Statton at 
princpal@sacredheartelreno.com 
or call (405) 262-2284.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

We each have been blessed by God with a 
unique “gift” of special talent and “Mozart Gift 
of God” is written to inspire us to share our 
own gift with the world.  

This beautifully illustrated book is a story of 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, his Catholic faith 
and his God-given musical talent. Capable 
of playing multiple musical instruments and 
composing several forms of music (operas, so-
natas and concertos), Mozart is one of the most 
famous and gifted musicians who ever lived.   

This book is published by Magnificat-Ignatius 
and Demi is the author and illustrator. Written 
as a biographical narrative, the reader learns 
about Wolfgang’s personal life, spiritual life and 
the special musical “gift” he shared with the 
world.  

There are wonderful illustrations throughout 
the book that depict an aspect of Mozart’s life 
and inspire the reader’s full attention. For ex-
ample, as we read about the Mozart family be-
ing Roman Catholic and how their faith played 
a central role in their lives, we find a drawing of 
the family standing at the entrance of a church 
that has a gold dome with angels, drawing our 
eyes and attention to the heavens. There also 

is an illustration for Mozart’s acknowledgement 
of God’s omnipotence and mercy with Mozart 
standing, looking up to a bright image of Jesus 
sitting in heaven with small angels below him.

The story of Mozart’s life begins with his 
birth in 1756. He 
was born in Salz-
burg, Austria, to 
Leopold and Maria. 
We quickly learn 
that at age 3 there 
already was a clear 
sign of his special 
musical talent. While observing his father 
giving music lessons to his sister, Wolf-
gang “mimicked his sister while she was 
playing on a harpsicord.” And, at age 6, 
he performed with his sister and father 
at the court of Bavaria in Munich, Ger-
many, marking what was to become a 
musical performance tour throughout much of 
Europe. 

Demi does a fantastic job of quickly con-
necting the reader to the relationship of Mo-
zart and his “gift” with God. Wolfgang and his 
family prayed daily, regularly attended Sunday 
Mass, and celebrated the feast days. At age 13, 
Mozart wrote his first sacred music to praise 
God. The importance of his Catholic faith and 

spiritual development would continue being 
reflected throughout the remainder of his life 
and musical compositions such as Te Deum (a 
hymn of praise to God) and Ave Verum Corpus 
(in praise of the Eucharist).

Throughout his short life, Mozart composed 
and performed op-
era, symphonies and 
other forms of music. 
Though he died at the 
young age of 35, his 
music continues to 
inspire performers and 
listeners. 

Demi states this book 
is for children of all 
ages, but I felt because 
of the terminology, it 
would be beneficial if an 
adult was present with 

the child to give explanations.  
I enjoyed learning more about Mozart and 

how he followed God’s will and freely shared 
his “Gift of God” with the world. As Mozart 
states in the intro of the book, “When his will 
is done, I am resigned; so, I never can fail to be 
happy.”

John H. Dolezal is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Book Review: “Mozart Gift of God”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

Vaccine mandates and Catholic colleges
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

In a recent statement from the 
National Catholic Bioethics Center 
on COVID-19 vaccines, we noted 
that the Catholic Church “neither 
requires nor forbids” the use of 
vaccines, but instead urges people 
to “form their consciences and to 
carefully discern the moral and 
prudential issues involved.” 

A 2020 Vatican statement offers 
a similar conclusion: “vaccination 
is not, as a rule, a moral obliga-
tion,” and “therefore, it must be 
voluntary.” 

That’s why, when Catholic col-
leges and universities mandate 
COVID-19 vaccines as a condition 
for enrollment, as several have 
recently done, important ethical 
conflicts and prudential concerns 
arise.

Vaccine mandates run count-
er to the wisdom of encouraging 
individuals to make careful and 
case-specific determinations 
regarding their personal health 
needs. Such mandates bolster the 
idea that the judgment of a higher 
authority, say a university pres-
ident or a politician, should be 
substituted for their own free and 
informed consent.

In general, when I become sick, 
I ought to function as the deci-
sion-maker regarding my medical 
treatments, even as I work closely 
with my health care providers to 
receive the information I need to 
make the best decision. Similarly, 
if I am healthy, but face the risk of 
exposure to a new disease, I must 
weigh the benefits and burdens of 
prophylactic measures like vac-
cines. 

Early in a pandemic, there can 
be a lot of questions and uncer-

tainty because of shifting sets of 
medical data or a growing sense 
of alarm and panic. We may be 
tempted to think we can or should 
sideline ethical or prudential con-
cerns. 

Yet, it is at precisely such a time 
that our ethics and prudential 
judgments become paramount as 
we seek to temper urgency with 
due diligence, and to confront our 
fears with reason and discern-
ment. It is in such a crisis moment 
that calm, careful and case-by-
case discernment becomes crucial.

Mandating vaccines for everyone 
involves a flawed assumption that 
there only are benefits, and no sig-
nificant burdens, associated with 
getting vaccinated. The history of 
vaccine development reminds us 
how vaccines, which constitute 
a breakthrough technology and 
life-saving remedy in the battle to 
improve public health, are never-
theless not a risk-free endeavor. 

Some individuals have allergies 
to vaccine ingredients. Others 
have immune systems that cannot 
tolerate vaccines. Some vaccine 
recipients encounter unanticipated 
reactions and side effects, wheth-
er it’s headaches, muscle aches, 
several days of exhaustion or 
nausea, anaphylaxis, or the rare 
blood clots seen among those who 
received the Johnson and Johnson 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

When deciding about vaccina-
tions, other considerations besides 
safety and side effects also come 
into play. 

There are ethical concerns about 
the way certain COVID-19 vac-
cines are connected to cell lines 
derived from abortions. 

Certain populations, statistically 
speaking, will face low risk from 
diseases like COVID-19, includ-
ing otherwise healthy college-age 
students and children, many 
thousands of whom have tested 
positive but most of whom have 
experienced only mild symptoms 
or may have been entirely asymp-
tomatic. Those who have been 
previously exposed to COVID-19 
may decide to delay or decline vac-
cination, since they already have 
acquired some immunity.

For those, meanwhile, who are 
more vulnerable to the coronavi-
rus and its potentially damaging 
effects, like those who are elder-
ly, obese, diabetic or facing other 
comorbidities, it makes sense for 
them to consider the potentially 
safer path of vaccination rather 
than risking a harmful (or deadly) 
encounter with the virus itself. The 
same would hold for young people 
who are obese or diabetic or have 
regular contact with vulnerable 
groups like the elderly. 

Finally, mandates can some-
times have an effect opposite 
to what is intended. People can 
stubbornly dig in their heels when 
certain behaviors are compelled. 

Jonah Berger, a marketing pro-
fessor at the Wharton School has 
noted that there is some evidence 
that telling people what to do can 
backfire, as with “Just Say No” 
style anti-drug campaigns that 
may actually increase drug use 
among certain subgroups of young 
people. 

“People want to feel like they’re 
in control of their choices,” Berger 
says. 

He notes, however, that once 

people have described what they 
care about and believe others 
have addressed those concerns, 
it’s much harder for them to push 
back merely for the sake of resist-
ing: “They’re (now) a participant 
in the process rather than being 
forced to do something.”

Especially at Catholic universities 
and colleges where we are seeking 
to form the next generation of soci-
ety’s leaders and thinkers, instead 
of imposing the requirement to get 
vaccinated, leaders would do better 
to share and explain to students 
the benefits and risks of vaccina-
tions – scientific and ethical – to 
help them decide. 

By offering evidence-based in-
formation and moral principles, 
rather than mandates, college stu-
dents will be helped to clarify their 
own processes of intellectual and 
personal discernment, and acquire 
the habit of making more prudent 
and informed choices.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., 
earned his doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did post-doc-
toral work at Harvard. He is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
Mass., and serves as the director of 
education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org and www.
fathertad.com.



Cuando era adolescente y crecía en un hogar 
católico, nunca tu ve dudas sobre lo que tenía 
que hacer los domingos en la mañana. Si al-
guna vez me atrevía a quejarme de tener que 
levantarme para ir a misa, la respuesta de mis 
padres era predecible: “Mientras vivas bajo este 
techo, irás a misa el domingo por la mañana”. 
(El sábado por la noche fue un sustituto acept-
able). Era lo que hacíamos. Y punto. Si viajába-
mos el fin de semana, siempre teníamos que 
planear asistir a misa en algún lugar. ¡A veces 
eso presentaba un desafío! Éramos una familia 
católica ordinaria. Faltar a la misa dominical 
simplemente no era una opción.

Los tiempos ciertamente han cambiado. En 
las últimas décadas, el número de católicos en 
los Estados Unidos que asisten regularmente 
a la misa dominical ha disminuido drástica-
mente. Afortunadamente, la sabiduría de la 
Iglesia en este asunto no ha cambiado y los 
Mandamientos de la Iglesia son tan claros 
como siempre.

Como mencioné en mi columna anterior, los 
Mandamientos de la Iglesia están destinados a 
garantizar el mínimo necesario en el espíritu de 
oración, vida sacramental y compromiso moral 
para asegurar nuestro crecimiento continuo 
en el amor a Dios y al prójimo. Nos recuerdan 
lo que necesitamos para vivir como discípulos 
fieles.

A medida que comenzamos a salir de esta 
pandemia global, en la cual nuestras rutinas y 
prácticas familiares se han visto afectadas, in-
cluyendo nuestra participación en la misa, tal 
vez necesitemos un recordatorio. Necesitamos 
la Eucaristía dominical. Es la base de nuestras 
vidas como católicos. Es la fuente de la vida 
divina de la gracia y la cumbre de todo culto 

cristiano. Por tanto, el primer Mandamiento 
de la Iglesia Católica dice: “oír misa entera los 
domingos y demás fiestas de precepto y no re-
alizar trabajos serviles” (Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica, 2042).

El domingo es el día del Señor. Como día de 
la Resurrección, es diferente de los demás días 
de la semana y debe tratarse así. Esto incluye, 
por supuesto, la seria obligación de participar 
en la Misa.

Ahora que se ha restaurado la suspensión 
temporal de la obligación dominical, debemos 
reflexionar sobre la importancia del domingo 
en la vida cristiana. Muchos experimentaron 
un hambre renovada por la Eucaristía cuando 
no era fácilmente accesible. Otros simplemente 
dejaron el hábito. ¿Qué significa el domingo 
para nosotros? La misa debería ser central. ¿Lo 
es?

Pero honrar el día del Señor significa más 
que la misa dominical. También significa que 
debemos abstenernos de trabajos innecesa-
rios y preocupaciones comerciales que nos 
distraigan de la adoración del Señor y del gozo 
que es propio del día del Señor. El domingo es 
un día de descanso y está destinado a la rela-
jación de la mente y el cuerpo. Está pensado 
para la familia y para atender aquellas cosas 
que nutren nuestra fe y expresan nuestro amor 
y preocupación por los demás.

La observancia plena y adecuada del Día 
del Señor es el antídoto necesario contra los 
efectos deshumanizadores de una sociedad 
materialista y una cultura de consumo que 
ignora los derechos de Dios y trata a los seres 
humanos como meros engranajes de la maqui-
naria económica.

Nuestra participación en la celebración co-
munitaria de la misa domini-
cal es testimonio de nuestra 
pertenencia a Cristo y a su 
Iglesia. Por la importancia de 
la Eucaristía dominical en 
términos de nuestro deber 
hacia Dios y nuestro propio 
bienestar espiritual, quienes 

no participan 
sin motivo grave 
como una en-
fermedad o las 
exigencias de la 
caridad, cometen 
un pecado grave. Lo mismo ocurre con los días 
santos de precepto que celebran los principales 
misterios de nuestra fe.

Como nos recuerda el Catecismo de la Ig-
lesia Católica, “Santificar los domingos y los 
días de fiesta exige un esfuerzo común” (2187). 
Los cristianos deben evitar, en la medida de 
lo posible, hacer exigencias innecesarias a los 
demás que les impidan observar el Día del 
Señor.

A la hora de programar actividades deport-
ivas, hacer quehaceres y tareas del hogar o ir 
de compras, debemos preguntarnos si estas 
actividades están en consonancia con el es-
píritu del Día del Señor como día de oración 
y esparcimiento. ¿Se pueden posponer estas 
actividades? ¿Separan a las familias o im-
piden que otros cumplan con sus obligaciones 
religiosas? Si es así, deben evitarse. Hay que 
reconocer que el trabajo de algunas personas 
les obliga a trabajar los domingos. Aun así, los 
empleadores tienen la obligación de garantizar 
que sus empleados tengan la oportunidad de 
cumplir con sus deberes religiosos.

Nuestra cultura secular ha perdido el senti-
do del carácter sagrado del domingo. Trata el 
domingo como cualquier otro día hábil. Uno 
de los dogmas del credo secular parece ser: el 
tiempo es dinero.

La visión católica es distinta. El tiempo es 
sagrado. Dios ha santificado el tiempo a través 
de su obra de creación y redención. Mantener 
el día del Señor santo reconoce esta verdad. El 
domingo es el día principal sagrado de obli-
gación. Depende de nosotros reclamar la rever-
encia especial debida al Día del Señor. ¡Podem-
os comenzar haciendo de la misa dominical, la 
prioridad que merece que sea cada semana!
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Los Mandamientos de la Iglesia: 
domingos y días de guardar

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

El Viñedo de Raquel (Español)
Un retiro de fin de semana en español del Viñedo de Raquel se llevará a 

cabo del 19 al 31 de octubre en Oklahoma City. Este retiro de sanación es 
para mujeres y hombres que han surfrido un aborto y es un lugar para otras 
personas que han pasado por un dolor similar. Envíe un correo electrónico 
a rachel@cceok.org para registrarse o llame al (918) 512-1525 para obtener 
más información.
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Ser catequista es una vocación, dice el papa al 
establecer un ministerio formal

Los talentosos tal-
ladores de madera de 
Ferdinand Stuflesser del 
encantador pueblo de 
Ortisei, en el norte de 
Italia, están terminando 
su trabajo en dos estat-
uas importantes que se 
colocarán en la iglesia 
del Santuario del Bea-
to Stanley Rother. Las 
estatuas son de Nuestra 
Señora con el Niño Jesús 
y de San José.

Nuestra Señora y San 
José, ¡rueguen por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones del Santuario

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – In-
stando al reconocimiento formal 
de “aquellos hombres y mujeres 
laicos que se sienten llamados en 
virtud de su bautismo a cooperar 

en la labor de la catequesis”, el papa Francis-
co ha establecido el “ministerio del catequis-
ta”.

“El espíritu está llamando a hombres y mu-
jeres a salir al encuentro de todos aquellos que 
esperan descubrir la belleza, la bondad y la 
verdad de la fe cristiana”, escribió el papa en 
“Antiquum Ministerium” (Ministerio antiguo), 
su documento publicado en el Vaticano el 11 
de mayo.

Además de publicar los textos del documento 
en italiano, francés, inglés, alemán, español, 
portugués y polaco, el Vaticano distribuyó un 
video del texto traducido al lenguaje de signos 
italiano.

Los párrocos deben apoyar a los laicos para 
que respondan a la llamada del espíritu y 
“enriquezcan la vida de la comunidad cristiana 
mediante el reconocimiento de los ministe-
rios laicos capaces de contribuir a la trans-
formación de la sociedad a través de la pene-
tración de los valores cristianos en los sectores 
sociales, políticos y económicos”, dijo el appa, 
citando lo que había escrito sobre la vocación 
de los laicos en su documento de 2013, “La 
alegría del Evangelio”.

Las conferencias episcopales deberán deter-
minar “el proceso de formación y los criterios 
normativos para la admisión a este ministerio” 
y definir “las formas más adecuadas para el 
servicio que estos hombres y mujeres serán 
llamados a ejercer”, dijo el papa.

La Congregación para el Culto Divino y los 
Sacramentos, dijo, “publicará pronto el Rito de 
Institución del ministerio laico del catequista”. 
La congregación ya está trabajando en los ritos 
revisados para los ministerios del lector y acóli-
to, que el papa Francisco abrió a las mujeres 
en enero.

Mientras millones de hombres y mujeres 
laicos en todo el mundo ya sirven como cate-

quistas, lectores y monaguillos, la institución 
formal en los ministerios significa que el servi-
cio es estable, delegado por el obispo y recono-
cido públicamente por la iglesia.

El arzobispo Rino Fisichella, presidente del 
Consejo Pontificio para la Promoción de la Nue-
va Evangelización, señaló cómo San Pablo VI 
escribió en 1975 sobre la importancia de que 
los laicos utilicen sus dones para el crecimien-
to de toda la iglesia.

“Han tenido que pasar casi 50 años para 
que la iglesia llegue a reconocer que el servi-
cio prestado por tantos hombres y mujeres a 
través de su compromiso catequético consti-
tuye verdaderamente un ministerio distintivo 
para el crecimiento de la comunidad cristiana”, 
dijo el arzobispo a los periodistas en una con-
ferencia de prensa para presentar el documen-
to del papa.

En su documento, el papa Francisco señaló 
cómo los maestros de la fe estaban presentes 
desde los primeros días de la comunidad cris-
tiana y se les reconocía un don especial del Es-
píritu Santo para llevar a cabo su papel dentro 
de la comunidad.

“A veces --escribió-- los carismas que el 
espíritu derrama constantemente sobre los ba-
utizados adquirían una forma visible y tangible 
de servicio inmediato a la comunidad cristiana, 
reconocida como una diaconía indispensable 
para la comunidad”.

Al mirar la historia de la evangelización, dijo 
el papa, los católicos no pueden pasar por alto 
“los innumerables hombres y mujeres laicos 
que participaron directamente en la difusión 
del evangelio a través de la instrucción cate-
quética. Hombres y mujeres de profunda fe, 
auténticos testigos de santidad, que en algunos 
casos fueron también fundadores de iglesias e 
incluso murieron como mártires”.

Afirmó que todavía hoy “muchos catequistas 
competentes y dedicados son líderes comuni-
tarios en diversas partes del mundo y llevan a 
cabo una misión inestimable para la transmis-
ión y el crecimiento de la fe”.

Especialmente en las comunidades que care-
cen de un sacerdote residente, los catequistas 
son los líderes de la comunidad católica local, 
evangelizando, convocando y guiando a sus 
compañeros católicos en la oración y las obras 

de caridad. Y, en los territorios misioneros bajo 
la guía de la Congregación para la Evangeli-
zación de los Pueblos, ya sirven con un manda-
to específico de su obispo.

“La larga lista de beatos, santos y mártires 
que fueron catequistas ha hecho avanzar sig-
nificativamente la misión de la iglesia y merece 
ser reconocida, pues representa un rico re-
curso no sólo para la catequesis, sino también 
para toda la historia de la espiritualidad cristi-
ana”, escribió el papa Francisco.

La institución formal de los catequistas, 
dijo, debe ser un signo y un estímulo para 
que todos los católicos laicos reconozcan “aún 
más el compromiso misionero propio de todo 
bautizado, un compromiso que, sin embargo, 
debe llevarse a cabo de manera totalmente 
“secular”, evitando cualquier forma de cleri-
calización”.

El arzobispo Fisichella dijo que el papa 
Francisco estaba insistiendo en que “los laicos 
están llamados a expresar su vocación bau-
tismal de la mejor manera posible, no como 
sustitutos de los sacerdotes o de las personas 
consagradas, sino como auténticos laicos que, 
en la naturaleza distintiva de su ministerio, 
son capaces de experimentar la plenitud de 
su vocación bautismal de testimonio y servicio 
efectivo en la comunidad y en el mundo”.

Los laicos que se sientan llamados al ministe-
rio de catequistas deben participar activamente 
en la vida de sus comunidades católicas y ser 
fieles al evangelio y a la enseñanza de la iglesia, 
dijo. Pero también deben recibir “una adecuada 
formación bíblica, teológica, pastoral y ped-
agógica para ser comunicadores competentes 
de la verdad de la fe”.

“Los catequistas están llamados, en primer 
lugar, a ser expertos en el servicio pastoral de 
transmisión de la fe a lo largo de sus diferentes 
etapas, desde el anuncio inicial” del evangelio, 
la preparación para recibir los sacramentos y 
el apoyo para vivir una vida cristiana, dijo el 
papa.

Al presentar el documento a los periodistas, 
el arzobispo Fisichella dijo que la catequesis 
“no se puede improvisar”.

“Los que van a ser catequistas deben saber 
que hablan en nombre de la iglesia y transmit-
en la fe de la iglesia”, dijo.

Por Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 
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Briefs

When I was growing up, it 
was a weekly struggle for my 
parents to get their family of 
eight children to Sunday Mass 
on time. Saint Joseph Catholic 
Church had two Masses, one in 
the church and one celebrated 
in the school cafeteria by a vis-
iting Maronite rite priest. 

When my family sprinted into 
the church parking lot at the 
last minute, the seats in the 
church were already filled, so 
we would head to the cafete-
ria to worship in a solemn and 
mysterious tradition. Much of 
the liturgy’s significance and 
symbolism escaped the parish-
ioners, but we recognized that 
we were celebrating the core 
of our shared faith: The Son of 
God became man; he died to 
save us from our sins; and he 
rose from the dead and sits at 
the Father’s right hand.

The Maronite rite and the Lat-
in rite that is familiar to most 
of us in the United States are 
but two of more than 20 rites 
acknowledged by the Catholic 
Church. A rite is understood 
as a set of customs, cultural 
traditions and even a history in 
which a people observe and ex-
press their honor and reverence 
to God. During those Maronite 
Masses of my youth, we were 
living out “One, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church” of the 
Nicene Creed.

There is a mission of the 
Maronite eparchy (similar to 
a diocese) in our archdiocese, 
Our Lady of Lebanon in Nor-
man. Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
recognized an opportunity to 
make a connection, and on May 
2, Catholic radio broadcasted 
the Maronite Mass celebrated at 
Our Lady of Lebanon Catholic 
Church. It was a statement of 
the universality of the Church, 
alive, in our own archdiocese. 

Father Irwin, pastor of Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church in 
Norman, opened the door to a 

greater intimacy for listeners 
when he interviewed Father 
Nabil Mouannas, pastor of Our 
Lady of Lebanon, during the 
spring radiothon. The two men 
disclosed that they have united 
their congregations in liturgy on 
various occasions.

Father Nabil is a joyful man, 
eager to share the Maronite 
bond to “the incarnational Je-
sus,” that one gains by praying 
much of the liturgy in Aramaic, 
the first language of Jesus. The 
Maronite Mass also is distin-
guished by its solemnity and 
mystical qualities, evidenced by 
prayerful chanting and rever-
encing with incense.

The Maronite rite is rooted 
in religious practices of the 5th 
century followers of Saint Ma-
ron. Saint Maron was devoted 
to prayer and meditation. He 
attracted many followers to his 
ascetic, monastic practices. He 
became known for his mission-
ary work, especially nurturing 
lost souls.

According to Father Nabil, 
Maronite Catholics also have 
a special devotion to the “Mir-
acle Monk of Lebanon,” Saint 
Charbel. He was known for his 
miraculous healings and for 
uniting Christians and Mus-
lims. “And,” Father Nabil added 
with great relish, “Charbel’s 
first name used to be Joseph! 
Saint Joseph’s intercession and 
influence made Charbel a great 
saint!” How fitting that these 
two neighboring parishes have 
developed a kinship!

Introducing and airing the 
histories, customs, languages 
and devotions that comprise the 
myriad aspects of the Catholic 
Church is part of the OKCR 
mission to evangelize. This can 
stretch the boundaries of our 
comfort zones wider and deep-
er. The discomfort we feel when 
we think about what separates 
Christians and Muslims or 
Catholics and Orthodox begins 
to fall away when we trust God. 
When we look to God with hope, 
he manifests the infinite variety 
of his beauty and creativity.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. 

First Friday Adoration
Join the staff of the Catholic 

Pastoral Center on the first Friday 
of every month for adoration and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet in the 
St. Francis de Sales Chapel, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklaho-
ma City. Adoration is open to the 
public.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp

Sign up now for summer camp! 
Visit archokc.org/camp to see 
summer camp and family camp 
schedules. There are opportunities 
available to join the camp staff too!

Franciscan at Home: In-person 
workshop

This spring the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Institute will be offering 
in-person workshops toward basic 
certification in all ministry areas 
at parishes in all six deaneries of 
the archdiocese. Two workshops 
will be delivered in both English 
and Spanish, Christ: His Person & 
Works and Scripture: The Heart of 
Catechesis. Register for these free 
workshops at archokc.org/work-
shops.

Scouting, evangelization Mass
Everyone is cordially invited to 

a scouting and outdoor evange-
lization Mass with Archbishop 
Coakley at 6:30 p.m. May 25 at 
the Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, in Okla-
homa City. RSVP at archokc.org/
scouting. 

Eucharistic Procession for Life
St. James Catholic Church in 

Oklahoma City will host a Eucha-
ristic Procession for Life at 6:30 
p.m. May 25. The march, guided 
by Fr. Bill Pruett and Fr. Cristobal 
de Loera, will begin at St. James, 
4201 S. McKinley Ave., and end at 
the abortion facility. 

Memorial Day Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the 9 a.m. Mass May 31 at 
Resurrection Cemetery Chapel, 
7801 Northwest Expressway, in 
Oklahoma City. 

Camp Rocket 2021
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is hosting a variety of 
sports camps and a three-day 
summer camp for all ages and 
interests, Camp Rocket. Camp 
Rocket is 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. June 
2 – 4. MSM will provide a t-shirt, 
snacks and all materials needed 
for camp activities. Science ex-
periments, music, blue crew fun, 
robotics, arts and crafts and more! 
Register at mountstmary.org. 
Contact Blake Gunter at bgunter@
mountstmary.org. 

Marriage Encounter (Spanish)
The next Encuentro Matrimonial 

Mundial will be June 4-6 at the 

Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma 
City. For more information, con-
tact Roberto or Karina Carrizales 
at (405) 905-8049.

Luncheons 4 Life
The June Luncheons 4 Life is 

11:30 a.m. June 10 at Embassy 
Suites, 741 N. Phillips Ave., in 
Oklahoma City. Guest speaker: 
Brian Hobbs, Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma. RSVP 
at respectlife@archokc.org; (405) 
709-2714.  

Anniversary Mass
Everyone is invited to celebrate 

the 125th anniversary of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church, 10:30 a.m. 
June 12 at 211 N. Porter Ave. in 
Norman. Archbishop Coakley will 
preside. 

Day of Reflection
Day of Reflection, “Our Moth-

er’s Heart: The Immaculate Trea-
sure of Love” presented by Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. June 12 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St. in Shawnee. Limited to 
32 attendees. Facial coverings and 
social distancing required. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost is $30 for ear-
ly bird registration or $35 at the 
door. Lunch included.

Virtual birthday party
The Center of Family Love will 

have a virtual birthday party on 
June 19 to celebrate 40 years. 
Register at centeroffamilylove.org; 
(405) 263-4658, Ext. 1042. 

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 

weekend is June 18-20 in Oklaho-
ma City. This healing retreat is for 
post-abortive women and men and 
is a place where other people have 
been through similar pain. E-mail 
rachelsvineyardokc@gmail.com to 
register. 

Quo Vadis Days
Quo Vadis Days: Men’s Discern-

ment Retreat will be Aug. 1-4 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp in Wellston. Visit  
okcvocations.com. 

Anniversary celebration
Everyone is invited to the 50th 

anniversary celebration at St. 
Gregory the Great Catholic Church 
in Enid during Labor Day week-
end, Sept. 4-5. 

Best shrines of France 
pilgrimage

Enjoy a pilgrimage to the best 
shrines of France Oct. 6–17 with 
Fr. Carson Krittenbrink as the spir-
itual director. Call (580) 763-7705.

Find more briefs at archokc.org/
briefs. 

Oklahoma Catholic Radio
Make Straight the Way broadcast schedule 

Hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa

May 25-26 Jeff Casey – St. John Nepomuk, Yukon
June 1-2 Katy Gordy – Co-founder, Willow Pregnancy Support (Pt. 1)
June 8-9 Katy Gordy – Pt. 2
June 15-16 Dcn. Bob Heskamp – Epiphany of the Lord, OKC
June 22-23 Laura Ramsey – Catechist, St. James, OKC
June 29-30 Jayce Palmer – Coordinator, archdiocesan Campus 
Ministry and Young Adult Evangelization 97
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May

23   Pentecost Sunday.

23   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30                    
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-     
       man. Contact Connie Lang,
       (405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
       gmail.com. (every Sunday) 

24   Eighth week in Ordinary
       Time.

24   Feast of the Blessed Virgin
       Mary, Mother of the Church.

25   Feast of St. Bede the 
       Venerable.

25   Feast of St. Gregory VII.

25   Feast of St. Mary Magdalene
       de Pazzi.

26   Feast of St. Philip Neri.

27   Feast of St. Augustine of 
       Canterbury.

27   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

28   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m. every Friday, 2453 Wil-
       cox Dr., Norman. Contact
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041,
       potato.lang@gmail.com.   

29   Feast of St. Paul VI.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Troy Snow 
MDRT  

918-798-0012 
troy.snow@kofc.org 
Councils: 775, 1677,  

7392, 10388, 11194, 11633, 
11959, 13313, 15834

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 
Cell: 405-514-7660 

kevin.pierce@kofc.org 
Councils: 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
2974, 3113, 3309, 9334, 13366

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 
5160, 5354, 9901, 12108, 

16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 
4519, 4804, 7395, 8433, 

11734, 14220, 14248, 
14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 
Councils: 916, 949, 1053, 
 1903, 3336, 4026, 4042,  
5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

This could be you! 
Career opportunities 

available. 

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 
4889, 5168, 8523, 9900, 

11648, 11909, 12819,  
12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.

Pierce Ad_12x8_4-21.qxp_Pierce Ad 12x8  4/9/21  12:59 PM  Page 1

30    The Solemnity of the Most       
        Holy Trinity.

31    Memorial Day – CPC closed.

31    Feast of the Visitation of the  
        Blessed Virgin Mary.

June

1      Ninth Week in Ordinary Time.

1     Feast of St. Justin.

2     Feast of Sts. Marcellinus and    
        Peter.

2     Camp Rocket 2021, June  
        2-4., Mount St. Mary Catholic 
        High School. Contact Blake 
        Gunter, bgunter@
        mountstmary.org. 

3      Feast of St. Charles Lwanga    
        and Companions.

3      Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine at (405) 358-3610, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

4      First Friday Adoration, Noon 
        - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
        pressway, Oklahoma City.

4      Pray the Rosary for Life, 9     
        a.m. every Friday, 2453 Wil-
        cox Dr., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.   

5     Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
       the lay order of the Mission-
       aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
       of Calcutta, meeting at 10 
       a.m. at Holy Innocents’ con
       ference room. Any lay person 

interested in living a con-
secrated life is welcome to 
“come and see.” Contact Toni 
Harrelson at (405) 694-1292, 
(405) 341-2199 or tonimah@
sbcglobal.net.

Father’s Day Gifts & MoreFather’s Day Gifts & More
All sales go to support the careers and independence of individuals 

living with disabilities at the Center of Family Love. 

We’re Open! Gift Baskets Delivery Charges
COME SEE US!

Kristy Lyn’s gift shop and 
greenhouse are now open 
for in-person shopping! 

We’re open Monday-Friday 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

OKARCHE 
DELIVERIES 

$5
OTHER LOCAL 

DELIVERIES
$10

Kristy Lyn’s is located at the Center of Family Love | 635 West Texas Avenue, Okarche, OK 73762
We are open Mon.-Fri. from 9-4. We offer touch-free delivery of certain items, as well as curbside pickup!

Call 405.263.4658x1018 or email giftshop@cflinc.org today!

SNACK BASKET
$50

BASKET W/ SHAMPOO, BODY 
BAR, & BEER CANDLE

$45
MUSTANG SUCCULENT 

$42.50
FLORAL ARRANGEMENT

$45
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continued from page 1

program offers inclusive 
educational experience

CORNERSTONE

Hefner also praised 
the leadership team 
at MSM, specifically 
Principal Talita DeNe-
gri.

“I’m truly thankful 
for Talita,” she said. 
“William has been 
afforded all of these 
great things because 
MSM said ‘yes.’ Be-
cause she said ‘yes.’” 

William Hefner 
is able to attend 
Mount Saint Mary 
as a recipient of the 
Lindsey Nicole Henry 
Scholarship, which is 
awarded to students 
who are served under 
the Individuals with 
Disabilities Educa-
tion Act to attend 
participating private 
schools. Students 
served under IDEA 
who have an active 
Individualized Educa-
tion Plan and attend-
ed a public school in 
Oklahoma the previ-
ous school year are 
eligible to apply for 
the LNH scholarship.

Hefner expressed 
her gratitude for the 
opportunity for her 
son to gain the skills 

he will need as an 
adult. 

“I want William to 
have that high school 
experience, to have 
friends and learn 
social skills. Mount 
Saint Mary is the 
place for that!”

Principal DeNegri 
described the impact 
of the program at 
the Mount, and how 
much growth and 
diversity has resulted 
from it. 

“To see our stu-
dents interact with 
our Cornerstone 
students is magical – 
it is simply magical,” 
DeNegri said. “This 
has definitely helped 
us grow as a com-
munity. Just to see 
these kids in the halls 
with each other ... the 
laughing, the hug-
ging, the celebrating. 
It truly shows me that 
God is here among us 
and that we are doing 
the right thing.” 

Sally Linhart is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Fiat
Discernment
Retreat

Single women between 18-30

F I A T  M I N I S T R I E S  P R E S E N T S

AUGUST 5-7, 2021
OUR LADY OF

GUADALUPE CAMP

Consecrated sisters assist at the retreat by

giving talks, leading small groups, and giving

their testimonies.

 

Cost is $25 - Includes meals, lodging, &

materials

Find more information at www.fiatministries.org

S I L E N C E   -   R E F L E C T I O N   -   P R A Y E R

CHEERS  TO  

40 YEARS !

Masks are required to protect you and our residents
Decorate your car to show your spirit
Share the love! Make posters to show our residents how much you love them
Line up begins at 1:00 PM
Questions? Contact Riley at rdenton@cflinc.org

May  27,  2021 |  2:00 PM  

Center  of  Fami ly  Love
635  W.  Texas  Ave,  Okarche,  OK 73762

SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARADE
Help us surprise our residents with a 
birthday parade they will never forget!

Important Details

Shhh!Shhh!
IT’S A SURPRISE...

FOR OUR RESIDENTS!

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE VIRTUAL SURPRISE PARTY OF A LIFETIME 
CELEBRATING THE CENTER OF FAMILY LOVE’S 40TH BIRTHDAY!

Saturday, June 19, 2021

HOSTED BY:

Mr. Tanner B. 
First-Ever Resident Emcee from the Center of Family Love

7:00 P.M.

IF YOU REGISTER - You may win $1,000!

VISIT

CALL 

MAIL

WWW.CENTEROFFAMILYLOVE.ORG/ONLINE

405.263.4658 X 1042

FILL OUT AND MAIL THE ENCLOSED CARD

Watch the night unfold from the comfort of 
your own home as we share music, special 
guests, thrilling auction items, and a special 
performance from our residents! AND get 
a front row seat to the surprise party of a 
lifetime as we celebrate the Center of Family 
Love’s 40th birthday!

ONLINE EXPERIENCE
Enjoy an exclusiveEnjoy an exclusive

YOUR VIRTUAL SEAT
Three ways to register forThree ways to register for

Top: Stacy Hawley and William Hefner
Above: Abigail Rogers

Photos provided.


