
OKARCHE – The Center of 
Family Love in Okarche is cel-
ebrating its 40th year serving 
adults with disabilities. 

In September 1981, the first 
resident, Pauline, came to live at 
the center. Doctors didn’t ex-
pect her to live past age 25. Yet, 
40 years later she’s found her 
place as the resident rock star. 
Her success story is a testimony 
to the mission of The Center of 
Family Love to empower adults 
with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. 

The anniversary celebration 
began in May and was kicked off 
with a surprise birthday parade 
for residents. The center’s annual 
Gift of Love Gala, held virtually 
in June, was the pinnacle event 
of the yearlong celebration. The 
gala, which raised more than 
$860,000, marked the first time 
ever that a CFL resident host-
ed and emceed the entire event. 
Surprise performances included 
a ballet recital performed by res-
idents that was made possible to 
a partnership between the center 
and the Oklahoma City Ballet. 
Auction items included ceramic 
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Go Make Disciples

The Center of  Family Love 
celebrates 40 years

USCCB launches initiative inspired by Fratelli Tutti 
to counter polarization, division

continued on page 20

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has launched a new initiative 
aimed at addressing polarization in society. 
Based on Pope Francis’ call in his encyclical, 
“Fratelli Tutti” for “a better kind of politics, one 
truly at the service of the common good” (No. 
154), the new initiative, “Civilize It: A Better 
Kind of Politics” asks Catholics to respond to 
this invitation with charity, clarity and creativ-
ity.  

 The initiative, which many dioceses through-
out the country will be participating in local-
ly, will aid efforts of evangelization to shine 

the light of our 
faith on the of-
ten-challenging 
area of politics. 

At CivilizeIt.
org, partici-
pants can take 
a pledge and 
access support-
ing materials, 
including an 
examination 
of conscience, 

short reflections, prayers and a guide that will 
empower individuals, families and communi-
ties to be bridgebuilders across perspectives. 

Based on Ch. 5 and Ch. 6 of “Fratelli Tutti” 
and on other reflections by the Holy Father, 
the materials aim to help Catholics and 
others of good will to cultivate a 
culture of encounter, root per-
spectives in truth, justice and 
solidarity, and seek collabo-
rative action for the common 
good.  

 Archbishop Coakley, as 
chairman of the USCCB’s 
Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Develop-
ment, reflected on the impor-
tance of the initiative at this 
time:

 “‘Civilize It: A Better Kind of 
Politics’ aims to equip Catholics to 
address the division and polarization in 
society that are at times also reflected in the 
Church. Such division among the faithful 
compromises the Church’s ability to effectively 
witness to the life and dignity of the human 

person in the family, parish, workplace and 
political sphere.”

“In ‘Fratelli Tutti,’ Pope Francis offers a 
different way forward based on Gospel values, 
justice and truth. My hope is that this initiative 

will assist all of us as we seek to ‘be-
come neighbors to all,’ as the Holy 

Father calls us to do, and take 
up the challenges of encoun-

ter, dialogue, truth-seeking 
and creative problem-solv-
ing, so that all Catholics can 
work together for the com-
mon good.”

“Civilize It: A Better Kind 
of Politics” builds on an 

initiative of a similar name 
implemented during the 

2019-2020 election season that 
sought to help Catholics model 

love of neighbor by honoring human 
dignity through civil conversation during 

the election year. 
More information on the initiative as well as 

the pledge, resources and other tools may be 
found on CivilizeIt.org.

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

The Center of Family Love 
resident, Pauline.
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Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a We pray for peace in our 
world: that all people may live 
free from violence, in safety 
and security, and with hope for 
the future. We pray to the lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

a Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone to the Red Mass for le-
gal professionals at 6 p.m. Oct. 
7 at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave. in Oklahoma City. 

a Archbishop Coakley invites 
married couples who celebrated 
milestone anniversaries (25, 40, 
50+) in the calendar year 2021 
to participate in the Anniver-
sary Mass at 3 p.m. Oct. 10 at 
The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 3214 N. Lake 
Ave. in Oklahoma City. Register 
at (405) 709-2709. lcarrasco@
archokc.org. 

a Archbishop Coakley invites 
everyone to the White Mass for 
Medical Professionals at 10 a.m. 
Oct. 23 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

I can’t remember how long we have been liv-
ing with this COVID pandemic. It seems like a 
long, long time. And, it has taken a toll on all 
of us. 

By now COVID-19 and its variants have 
claimed more than 650,000 lives in our coun-
try alone. Most of us know families, co-work-
ers and parishioners who have lost loved ones 
due to this deadly virus. You may be among 
them. Millions more have been stricken and 
recovered. 

The pandemic affects every aspect of our 
lives. It certainly has impacted our social and 
economic lives. It has disrupted the education 
of children and students at every level. Sadly, 
it has been politicized in every conceivable 
manner (consider masking or the choice to 
vaccinate or not to vaccinate). 

Unavoidably, the global pandemic has af-
fected our religious and spiritual lives as well. 
In the initial months before we understood 
how to effectively slow the spread of the virus 
and before we had a single vaccine, church-
es across the country and around the world 
were shuttered and Masses were available 
only virtually. The faithful could receive Holy 
Communion only spiritually. Thanks be to 
God, this much is behind us. 

Unfortunately, many people have not yet re-
turned to Mass. Perhaps they are still fearful. 
Perhaps they are angry. Perhaps their faith 
has been shaken by this traumatic and dis-
orienting experience. 

I have been prayerfully pondering all these 
things in recent months. I have come to rec-
ognize that we have been doing battle not only 
against a deadly virus but against spiritual 
forces as well. I don’t know where the virus 
came from, but do I know that the Evil One 
has capitalized on the pandemic to sow seeds 
of fear and mistrust and to spread lies to turn 
us against one another and keep us in thrall 
to his destructive plan. He is the Father of 
Lies and delights to see us attacking, malign-
ing, slandering and suspecting one another of 
ill motives. 

I am truly grateful for the scientific, medical 

and technological de-
velopments that have 
helped the world 
mobilize against this 
deadly virus. But, as 
Christians, we must 
employ our own spiritual resources in this 
battle as well. We are battling against princi-
palities and powers that are hell bent on our 
destruction. We need to unmask the enemy 
and mobilize against the spiritual forces that 
are at work seeking to destroy us. The ene-
my is subtle and clever. What am I referring 
to? Though there are many possibilities that 
come to mind, I’ll offer a single example. I 
think it is a timely example.

The pandemic has put stress on all of us. 
The return to school has been a very diffi-
cult challenge for many parents, teachers, 
administrators and students in our Catho-
lic schools, as in all schools. Hard decisions 
must be made to preserve the possibility 
of safe in-person instruction: masks or no 
masks, vaccine or no vaccine. 

At such a time as this, we are vulnerable to 
the wiles of the Evil One. He wants to make 
us his pawns. In order not to fall into his 
snare, we need refrain from rashly judging 
or imputing motives to others, from sowing 
fear and spreading rumors. Our weapons are 
prayer and fasting. The virtues we need to 
practice are patience, vigilance and solidarity. 
Our work as disciples is to build up; the work 
of the Evil One is always to tear down and 
sow division. We are called to practice charity 
in word and deed. 

As we move forward, we Christians must 
not neglect our responsibility to pray for one 
another, especially for those who have the 
unenviable responsibility of making tough de-
cisions that will not please everyone (perhaps 
sometimes hardly anyone). We have rightly 
applauded our first responders in the medical 
field during the darkest days of the pandem-
ic. Let’s show our support and appreciation 
for our teachers, principals and school staff 
members as well. God is with us.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

We need more than masks and 
vaccines to win this battle

Lord Jesus, 
open our eyes that we may 

see you in all our sisters and 
brothers. Open our minds that 

we may understand their hopes 
and dreams, their sorrows and 

pain, their longing for you.
Open our hearts to give 
generously of ourselves.

Grant us wisdom to respond 
effectively to the needs of 
your people with grace and 

compassion. Give us the cour-
age to speak your words of life, 
peace, love, mercy and human 

solidarity. Bless the people 
who are served by Catholic 

Charites, and strengthen the 
staff and volunteers who reach 
out to them every day in your 

spirit of charity. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Sept. 12 – Mass and celebration of Feast of Our Lady of LaVang, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, OKC 
Sept. 13 – USCCB Religious Liberty Committee meeting, Washington, D.C.
Sept. 14-15 – USCCB Administrative Committee meeting, Washington, D.C. 
Sept. 16 – School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Bishop John Carroll Catholic School
Sept. 16 – Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Sept. 16 – Saints and Scholars Dinner, 6:30 p.m., Embassy Suites by Hilton, OKC
Sept. 18 – Mass for Catechetical Conference, 8 a.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC 
Sept. 18 – Willow Life of the Party Gala, 6:30 p.m., Omni Oklahoma City Hotel
Sept. 19-23 – Institute for Priestly Formation Program for Bishops, Mundelein, Ill.
Sept. 24 – Episcopal Installation of Bishop Daniel Mueggenborg, 4 p.m., St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, 
Reno, Nev. 
Sept. 26 – Young Adult Mass and cookout, 3 p.m., CPC

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
Chairman, Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Development
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops

Bishop David J. Malloy
Chairman, Committee on 
International Justice and Peace
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops

Sept 1, 2021

In his message for the 1990 
World Day of Peace, Saint John 
Paul II warned of a “profound 
moral crisis of which the destruc-
tion of the environment is only one 
troubling aspect.”

Twenty-five years later, Pope 
Francis further developed the 
important moral dimensions of 
ecology and its interrelatedness to 
other human and spiritual con-
cerns in his encyclical, Laudato si.’ 
The moral dimension of the ecolog-
ical crisis demands that each of us 
cultivate an ecological conscience, 
one that enables us to see clear-
ly, judge rightly, and act ethically 
when it comes to the care of “our 
common home.”

Environmental problems can be 
difficult to understand because 
they involve highly complex sci-
entific and technical interactions 
between natural phenomena, 
animal and ecosystem behaviors, 
and human actions. This difficulty 
is exacerbated by the complexity of 
communication and globalization 
in the modern world. Despite ev-
er-increasing forms of communica-
tion and social media, we must ad-
mit that “the flood of information 
at our fingertips does not make for 
greater wisdom,” and at times is 
even deliberately used to confuse 
and manipulate consciences. 

Our times require robust con-
sciences, capable of wise discern-

ment in the face of complex moral 
problems. In a recent speech cel-
ebrating Saint Alphonsus Liguori, 
doctor of the Church and pa-
tron of confessors and moralists, 
Pope Francis called for a mature 
Church, able to respond to our 
contemporary moral predicaments 
with the formation of “responsible 
and merciful consciences.”

A mature, merciful and responsi-
ble conscience includes, centrally 
rather than peripherally, the abil-
ity to value and address environ-
mental problems: In these times, 
society is facing countless chal-
lenges: the pandemic and work in 
the post-COVID world, the care 
that is to be guaranteed to all, the 
defense of life, input from artificial 
intelligence, the protection of cre-
ation, the anti-democratic threat, 
and the urgency of brotherhood. 
Woe to us if, in this evangelizing 
effort, we were to separate “the cry 
of the poor” from “the cry of the 
earth.”

These “countless challenges” 
must be met with a deep and well-
formed faith. Indeed, one of the 
underlying drivers of our current 
crisis, both moral and ecologi-
cal, is a radical world view that 
has placed excessive trust in the 
power of mankind and disregard-
ed God. Faith helps us to face so 
many looming challenges without 
becoming discouraged or despon-
dent, and guides us to the ultimate 
standards of goodness and truth, 
without which conscience can lose 
its way.

But, these challenges also re-
quire from us a well-formed reason 
that can integrate knowledge and 
information from different secu-
lar disciplines. We recall that “in 
fidelity to conscience, Christians 
are joined with the rest of men in 
the search for truth, and for the 
genuine solution to the numerous 
problems which arise in the life of 

individuals from social relation-
ships.”

It is a mistake to think that faith 
alone is sufficient for the Chris-
tian life, especially when it comes 
to complex moral problems that 
require both faith and reason. We 
must especially hold reason and 
conscience to the highest stan-
dards.

When it comes to the environ-
ment, climate change is one of the 
most serious moral challenges we 
face. The recent Sixth Assessment 
Report of the United Nation’s In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (“AR6 IPCC”) prompts us 
to exercise our ecological con-
science and integrate the best 
available science with the truths of 
our Catholic faith. Not only is the 
IPCC report valuable in the con-
tent it provides for our conscience, 
but it also allows us to sharpen 
the process for enriching our eco-
logical conscience. We invite every 
Christian concerned with the envi-
ronment to seriously consider the 
findings of AR6 IPCC report.

To come to a well-formed opin-
ion of the report, beyond the many 
sensationalistic headlines, one 
must read at least some sections 
of the direct text. The insight and 
interpretation of scientists, schol-
ars and journalists is also helpful, 
though the motivations, priorities 
and biases of experts must be 
evaluated and discerned along 
with the substance of their affir-
mations. Finally, one must come 
to one’s own conclusions assisted 
by common sense and the light of 
faith, acknowledging that “there 
are things that science cannot 
see.” For Catholics, faith and rea-
son work together in the pursuit of 
the truth.

The AR6 IPCC report tells us 
many important things about our 
climatological past, present and 
future. The news about the past is 

not good. The re-
port reaffirms, con-
clusively, that the 
climate is affected 
by human activities 
and that we have 
not done enough to 
change course. 

There is no room 
for denying the 
human impact on 
the climate nor for 
delaying further 
action! About the 
past, we should 
repent. The news 
about the present 
is mixed. We are 
currently off track 
to meet the goals 
set by the Paris 
Agreement, which 
are expected to 
keep global warm-
ing well below two 
degrees Celsius. 

However, there is still time to 
reach those goals. In the United 
States we are witnessing ambitious 
climate policies proposed and en-
acted by Congress, many of them 
with support from both political 
parties.

The upcoming UN Climate 
Summit in Glasgow (COP 26) in 
November presents an opportunity 
for nations to be bolder in their 
emission reduction commitments. 
In the present, we must act boldly 
and with urgency!

The news about the future is 
hopeful. The IPCC AR6 report has 
now recognized that the most ex-
treme and terrifying climate sce-
narios, the basis for many news-
worthy apocalyptic predictions, are 
unlikely. Globally we have swiftly 
transitioned away from coal, and 
more likely climate scenarios point 
to a stable, albeit warmer, climate 
future. Climate change is serious 
and urgent, but it is not the end 
of the world. For the future and in 
hope, we must pray!

Today, after all, is the World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation. 
As Catholics, we believe that the 
end of the world, the true Apoca-
lypse, belongs to God alone, and 
is not of our own making. “Heaven 
and earth will pass away … of that 
day and hour no one knows, nei-
ther the angels of heaven, nor the 
Son, but the Father alone” (Mat-
thew 24:35-36). Faith in God and 
his mercy gives us hope in the face 
of adversity, and our hope leads 
us not into complacency, but to 
action and prayer.

Placing our trust in God and 
recognizing that he has entrusted 
us as stewards of creation, we pray 
today for all climate scientists, ex-
perts in technology and policy, and 
those on the frontlines of climate 
mitigation and adaptation. Echo-
ing Pope Francis, the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops has 
renewed its appeal to Congress to 
work collaboratively and coura-
geously to address environmental 
problems with an emphasis on 
infrastructure investment, and will 
plead again for ambitious climate 
policies in forthcoming reconcilia-
tion negotiations directed toward 
stimulating ingenuity and domes-
tic and international economic 
development. 

We pray for the UN Climate 
Summit in Glasgow (COP 26) and 
especially for all creatures and 
people affected by climate change, 
especially the most poor and needy 
among us. As we begin the Season 
of Creation today, we encourage all 
Catholics to build upon the ecolog-
ical actions for the fifth anniver-
sary of Laudato si’ and to join our 
Christian brothers and sisters in 
putting our ecological conscience 
into practice.
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Statement on World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation

“Hats off” to shrine 
construction crews

Construction on the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine continues at a steady 
pace. The framing, plumbing rough-
in, mechanical system piping and 
roofing – just to mention a few items – 
all are in progress. 

None of this could be done without 
the hard work of construction crews 
who put in their best efforts – day 
after day – to build this magnificent 
shrine. Their diligence, dedication and 
efficiency are inspiring.

May God bless every one of them 
and may Blessed Stanley, a laborer 
himself, intercede for their safety and 
well-being. rothershrine.org

Rother shrine update
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

In April of 1892, the Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railroad completed its main-
line into the town of Chickasha, altering 

the future significantly. 
Until then, it was a relatively small town 

inhabited by railroad employees. There were 
a number of the workers who were Catholic, 
precipitating the arrival once a month of Fa-
ther Germanus, pastor of El Reno, to cele-
brate Mass. 

The first resident pastor to serve Chickasha 
was Father Joseph Van Hulse (one of three 
brothers to minister in Oklahoma), Father 
Van Hulse celebrated Mass in the homes of 
parishioner and later the second floor of the 
Fitzpatrick building. 

He was reassigned, and Father Francis 
Hall, newly ordained, was given the task of 
building a church. Sadly, his lack of experi-
ence did not help with twisting the necessary 
arms to fulfill this need. He was remembered, 
however, as the priest who was robbed by the 
Jennings Gang while riding on the Rock Island; 
truly the wild west. 

For a structure to be built, a priest of great 
ability was brought in to complete the task. Father 
Isidore Ricklin, O.S.B., was the visionary behind 
the sprawling Saint Patrick’s Indian Mission in 
Anadarko. By 1898, a frame church under the pa-
tronage of the Holy Name of Jesus was dedicated. 
Using his influence with Saint Katherine Drexel, 
Saint Joseph’s Academy was constructed with 
funds donated by her in 1899. Under the Francis-
can Sisters of Glen Riddle, Penn., it would serve 
the community until 1948.

Rapid growth occurred during the pastorate of 
Father Urban de Hasque. Arriving in 1901, he 
moved the church to the plot of land that is now 
the parish property. Doubling the size and build-
ing a rectory, Father Urban’s passion for the faith 

and his drive to serve energized the com-
munity. By 1907, the parish was free 

from all debt. 
The current church was dedicated on 

May 2, 1926. The brick edifice was, and 

is, a sign of the strong faith of the people of Chick-
asha as well as an inspiringly beautiful church. 
Vocations flourished as three members of the Ross 
family were ordained priests. At least six women 
joined religious orders. The witness of such stellar 
priests as Monsignor John Heiring (who built Holy 
Family Cathedral in Tulsa) and Monsignor Gavin 
Monaghan (superintendent of Catholic schools) 
did much to inspire young men and women to give 
their lives in service.

On the 50th anniversary of the Diocese of Okla-
homa City and Tulsa in 1955, the Southwest 
Courier newspaper offered this evaluation of the 
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, which still 
holds true: “It is impossible to ignore the many 
graces and blessings that have come to the par-
ish through the forefathers of faith; the pioneer 
Catholics who remained faithful and true under 
conditions most adverse; the devoted Sisters of 
Saint Francis who have educated succeeding gen-
erations of children; and the zealous priests, most 
of whom came across the seas to help build the 
Church in Oklahoma.” 

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Chickasha

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated a Mass 
of Installation of the 
Rector on Aug. 22 at 
The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City. Fr. 
Richard Stansberry 
was installed as rector 
of the cathedral. 
Photos Honey Mai.
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New “TALKS” series opportunity for Catholics 
to learn more about the faith

An exciting new opportunity for adult 
faith formation will begin Sept. 14 at Saint 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Okla-
homa City.

“Saint Francis TALKS” is an initiative 
created by Father William Novak, pastor 
of Saint Francis and vicar general, to help 
adult Catholics better understand and 
live their faith. The idea stemmed from his 
reflection on some of the recurring ques-
tions he has been asked during his time as 
a pastor. 

While the Catholic faith is rife with tradi-
tions that were created to bring us closer 
to God, many people are unaware of the 
meaning and theology behind them. The 
series of talks are free and address a wide 
range of topics, including cremation, mar-
riage, church architecture and traditions 
honored during Mass. 

“I’m responding to a need that people have 
to know more about their faith,” Father No-
vak said. “I want this to be an opportunity for 
Catholics who truly want to live their faith to 
do so, and they can’t really do that if they don’t 
know it.”

In addition to Father Novak, several oth-
er guest speakers are scheduled to host the 
monthly talks. Father Novak expressed a desire 
to make the talks as accessible as possible, in 
part by offering them on varying weeknights. 
People who are unable to attend in person can 
watch the talks on the parish YouTube channel 
where they will be live-streamed.

During a retreat this past year, Father Novak 
felt a calling to expand the church’s adult faith 
formation program.

“This is one area that I felt we needed to 
focus on,” he explained. “We truly need to be 
proud of our heritage, proud of our teachings, 
and we need to be able to know them so that 
we can evangelize.”

“Saint Francis TALKS” will take place at 6:30 
p.m. in the parish hall at Saint Francis of Assi-
si Catholic Church, 1901 N.W. 18 in Oklahoma 
City. Free childcare will be provided, and hors 
d’oeuvres will be served before each talk. 

There will be an opportunity for discussion 
and questions following each talk. The talks 
are open to the public and people of all faiths 

are welcome and encouraged to attend. Dates 
and topics for the first four “TALKS” are:

• Sept. 14 - Death and funerals;
• Oct. 12 - The dignity and sanctity of  

marriage;
• Nov. 11 - The tradition of Catholic church 

architecture;
• Dec. 14 - Our Lady of Guadalupe, Queen 

of the Americas.
Watch the “TALKS” on the Saint Francis You-

Tube channel. The full schedule and descrip-
tion of each talk are available on the parish 
website at stfrancisokc.com.  

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.

 1 

ST. FRANCIS “TALKS” 
AN ADULT FAITH FORMATION LECTURE SERIES 

at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
 

•  Free and open to the public   
•  Learn about the truth and beauty of the Catholic faith and 

how to live it in the modern world 
•  Approximately 45 minutes in length (with time for 

questions) 
•  Lite hors d’oeuvres and beverages   

•  Free childcare 
 

6:30 PM in the Parish Hall   
 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1901 NW 18, Oklahoma City 73106 

405-528-0485 | stfrancisokc.com 
 
 

St Francis of Assisi Preaching to the Birds, by Giotto (c.1266-1337) 
 

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

2021 FALL
EDUCATION

INSTITUTE
S E P T E M B E R  1 7

8 : 0 0 A M - 1 : 0 0 P M

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School

Archbishop Paul Coakley
Celebrant

 Rev. William Novak
Vicar General

Jim Beckman
Executive Director

Evangelization & Catechesis

Lara Schuler
Director of 

Catholic Education

Sheri Wohlfert
Keynote Speaker

gratefulgrateful

Bring Your Optum Card
for your free flu shot
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Santa Fe Family Life Center presents JFK 
Community Service Awards

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Founded by the Knights 
of Columbus, the Santa 
Fe Family Life Center’s 
mission is to improve the 

health of Oklahomans with a focus 
on providing programs that serve 
individuals with disabilities and 
marginalized youth. 

Each year, the center presents 
the John F. Kennedy Community 
Service Award to recognize Okla-
homans whose philanthropy has 

served Oklahoma in lasting and 
significant ways.

This year’s honorees are Gene 
Rainbolt, Polly Nichols and Kris 
Steele. Mark Ruffin, the 2018 JFK 
Award winner, will be recognized 
posthumously. All proceeds from 
the awards benefit the charitable 
programs at the center. To attend 
or contribute, visit jfkaward.com 
or call James Timberlake at (405) 
840-1817.

Kaleb Benda, music director for 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School, was named a NextGen Under 
30 Oklahoma award recipient. Benda 
received the honor for his efforts to 
make classical music accessible to the 
community through the Oklahoma 
Chamber Symphony where he serves 
as the artistic director and conductor. 
Photo provided.

Parishioners of St. Eugene Catholic Church in Weatherford assisted in removing carpet and other items in preparation for polishing of the 
terrazzo marble and the installation of a new altar. Photos provided.

Gala Sept. 14

Parishioners held a celebration of St. Rose of Lima, at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church with Fr. Bala Pudota in Perry. 
Children made crowns of roses. Photos provided.

Bingo at St. James
The Knights of Columbus 

Family Bingo is Sept. 23 at St. 
James Catholic Church, 4201 
S. McKinley in Oklahoma City. 
Food served at 5:45 p.m. Bin-
go at 6:30 p.m. All games $10, 
with door prizes. All players 
receive a raffle ticket for a 58” 
TV to be given away in October. 
September birthdays recognized. 
COVID-19 protocol will be fol-
lowed. If unvaccinated, a mask 
is required.
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Bishop McGuinness recognizes 105 AP Scholars

The College Board released the 
Advanced Placement Scholar 
awards for the 2020-2021 school 
year, and 105 students at Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High School 

were named AP Scholars, the largest number of 
BMCHS students to ever receive the honor.

With the AP Scholar Awards, College Board’s 
Advanced Placement Program recognizes high 
school students who have demonstrated out-
standing college-level achievement through 
their performance on multiple AP Exams. Of the 
2021 graduates, 56 were named AP Scholars.

In the spring, a total of 282 students grades 
10-12 took 530 exams in 22 subjects with 77 
percent of students earning a passing score of 
3 or higher.

The Advanced Placement program offers col-
lege-level courses for students while still in high 
school. Beyond providing students the academ-
ic rigor and experience of a college-level class, 
these courses offer the opportunity for students 
to earn college credit for qualifying scores on 
the end of the year AP exam. Taking AP exams 
gives students an advantage in college by allow-
ing them to earn credit while in high school and 
save money on higher education.

Forty-eight students received scores of 3 or 
higher on three or more AP Exams and were 
named AP Scholar. They are Lana Al-Botros, 

Hannah Bernstein, Megan Bohrmann, Jenna 
Carnine, Eli Challis, Vy Dinh, Claire Duginski, 
Grace Engel, Juan Escobar, Isabelle Farley, 
Lilianna Gavula, Casey Gormley, Paola Grel-
la, Emery Hammond, Evan Hammond, Hailey 
Harrington, Jacob Holman, Isabelle Ille, 
Sarah Jantzen, Patraic Kierl, Lois 
Klechka, Paula Le, Alexander Lef-
fel, Sally Lytle, Henry Maxwell, 
Helen McDonald, Madeline 
McLaughlin, Hector Monca-
da Murillo, Anson Nguyen, 
Jason Nguyen, Kaeli Nguyen, 
Tony  Nguyen, Elsie Offiah , 
Zachary Rhone, Julia Rich-
ard, Emma Rogers, Caroline 
Roten, Ariel Santos, Shelby 
Savely, Aidan Smith, William 
Smith, Elizabeth Sullivan, Cate 
Tollison, Haley Turman, Christina 
Vo, Isabelle White, Luke Wienecke 
and Matthew Williams.

The AP Scholar with Honor distinction is 
granted to students who receive an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, 
and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of 
these exams. 

Twenty-two students received the distinction: 
Romy Abu-Fadel, Christopher Bayless, Elyse 
Cronic, Margaret Forth, Mackenzie German, 

Emma Glaviano, Amelia Goodrich, Luella 
Hollis, William Janson, Kirby Johnson, Haden 
Johnston, Celine Keddissi, Wyatt Lanphear, 
Catherine Leonard, Sophia Lopez, Claire Lyons, 
Sarah Miller, Jacqueline Nguyen, Hannah Pot-

ter, Kathryn Skarky, Julia Thomas 
and Sarah Tran.

Thirty-five students received 
AP Scholar with Distinction 
by receiving an average 
score of at least 3.5 on 
all AP Exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher 
on five or more of these 
exams. They are Lindsay 
Best, Sarah Burdette, 
Catherine Carter, Luke 

Chansolme, Fabio Chiri-
nos, Matthew Coomes, Pau-

lina Covarrubias, Raven Diver, 
Katharine Elbow, Anna Ford, 

Michael Goodman, Kira Jones, Oliv-
ia Kowals, Evyn Lehr, Cade Leonard, Riley 

McCoy, Emily McDougall, Reese Mears, Eman-
uel Mejias, Tristan Nguyen, Birdie Price, Thom-
as Raglow, Ryan Schwartz, Rory Sebastian, 
Samuel Shadid, Haley Shanahan, Vivian Vo, 
Brigitte Webb, Daniel Webber, Ann-Marie Weit-
zel, Charles Williams, Jacob Williams, Samuel 
Wilson, Helen Wright and Daniel Zavala.

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School 
celebrated students, 
corporate work study 
partners and commu-
nity supporters at An 
Evening of Royals on 
Aug. 19. Love’s Travel 
Stops and Country 
Stores co-founder 
Judy Love was hon-
ored with the Cristo 
Rey OKC 
Legacy 
Award and 
The Boldt 
Compa-
ny was 
awarded 
Corpo-
rate Work 
Study 
Partner of 
the Year. 
Photos 
provided.
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Author Meg Hunter-Kilmer made a surprise visit Aug. 30 to students at Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
Oklahoma City. Hunter-Kilmer read from her new book “Saints Around the World.” Meg Hunter-Kilmer’s 
book can be purchased at local Catholic bookstores or on Amazon. Photos Maria de Loera.

The annual freshmen Heart to Heart Retreat was held Aug. 25 at Mount Saint Mary Catholic High School 
in Oklahoma City. The retreat begins with prayer and includes a conversation with Principal Talita DeNe-
gri, Mass, a question and answer session with upperclassmen and a discussion about the true meaning of 
friendship led by MSM Spiritual Director Frank Cleary. Photos provided.
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“The LORD 
          is the maker 

                of them all”
To the faithful of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City,

The rich and the poor have this in common: “The Lord is the 
maker of them all.”

I think this inspired Scripture also is an inspired theme 
for this year’s Catholic Charities Annual Appeal. Pope 

Francis charges each of us to “go to the margins.” He teaches that 
the Church is a “field hospital” to a world in great need and we 
ourselves ought to return, “smelling like sheep.” 

Pope Francis’ highly visual language complements this  
Scripture passage and the image we’ve selected to go with  
the appeal. On one side of the image is a woman in need;  
on the other is a woman perhaps of means, but also in   
need! Made alike by the Lord, we need each other. 

Those among us whose needs are apparent – poverty,   
addiction, physical or mental illness, undocumented, homeless 
– invite us to know them, to see them, to offer of ourselves so 
they can more fully live the life God intended for them. 

We too have a need to more fully live the life God intends for 
us. By reaching out to help, connecting with others in need, we 
learn that relieving their needs actually helps us to meet our own. 

In Christ,

Patrick Raglow
Executive Director
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

1232 N. Classen Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73106
Phone: (405) 523-3000  n  Toll-Free: (800) 375-8514  n  Fax: (405) 523-3030

67 individuals were put on a 
citizenship path through 

Immigration Legal Services.

99 homeless women visiting 
Sanctuary Women’s 

Development Centers were 
placed in housing.

$634,300
in assistance provided to 856 
households for COVID relief.

76% of clients reduced their 
needs score via case 

management.

Dr. Dave Chansolme, an infectious disease specialist and parishioner at Christ the King Catholic Church, 
was awarded the Archbishop Beltran Award for Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City at 
Catholic Charities’ annual Mass on Aug. 26 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Pictured are 
Archbishop Coakley, Dr. Chansolme, Jessi Reisenberg and Ray Haefele.

Fr. Oby J. Zunmas, pastor of Holy Cross Catholic Church in Madill, was awarded the 2021 Clergy of the 
Year award at the Catholic Charities annual Mass on Aug. 26 at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Photos provided. 
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Sister Sara Dwyer, A.S.C., celebrated 
50 years as a vowed member of the Ador-
ers of the Blood of Christ on Sept. 4 at 
the Wichita Center. She made both her 
first profession (1971) and final 
vows (1977) on the Feast of Pentecost. 

Sister Sara began her first full-time min-
istry in parish work as the director of adult 
education at Saint Thomas More Catho-
lic Church in Norman from 1977-1985, 
and later as a pastoral associate at Saint 

Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church in 
Norman from 1997-2000. She gave retreats 
and taught adult education classes for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s pastoral 
ministry program.  

Sister Sara serves as director of the 
Washington Retreat House in D.C., a min-
istry of the Franciscan Sisters of the Atone-
ment. She also serves her congregation as 
the U.S. region’s contact for Justice, Peace 
and Integrity of Creation.

Sr. Sara 
Dwyer, A.S.C.

Sr. Sara Dwyer, A.S.C. celebrates 50 years

KOC retreat
The Knights of Columbus annual 

retreat is 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Oct. 
23 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway in 
Oklahoma City. The guest speak-
er is Sister Diane Koorie, R.S.M., 
winner of the Spirit of the Con-
ference Award from the National 
Association for Lay Ministry. Her 
topic will be “Mercy, the principal 
path marked out by Jesus Christ 
for those who desire to follow him.” 
Cost is $30 per attendee. Open 
to everyone, includes morning 
refreshments, lunch, coffee and 
afternoon cookies. Send checks to 
Michael Zink KofC, 14616 Colling-
wood Lane, Edmond 73013 by 
Oct.16. Contact Michael-the-j@att.
net, (405) 314-4120.

Marriage retreat
The archdiocesan Office of Mar-

riage and Family Life presents “Be 
Light: A Marriage Retreat for Cou-
ples” 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Nov. 6 at St. 
Monica Catholic Church, 2001 N. 
Western Ave. in Edmond. Cost $50 
per couple. Lunch included. Regis-
ter at archokc.org/marriageretreat. 
Contact Alex Schimpf at (405) 709-
2755, aschimpf@archokc.org.  

Register at cfook.org/saintsandscholars
or by scanning below: 

Embassy Suites Oklahoma City Northwest

&saintscholars

Marian University held a ribbon cutting ceremony Aug. 3 to open its state-
of-the-art learning lab for nursing students in Oklahoma City. The lab is 
located in the IBC Bank Building, 3817 Northwest Expressway, Suite 450. 
For more information, visit onlineabsn.marian.edu/oklahoma-city. Photo 
provided.

The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline provides 24/7, free and  
confidential support via phone or  
chat for people in distress, resources 
and best practices for professionals. 
Includes information on finding local 
crisis centers.

Phone: 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Website: suicidepreventionlifeline.org
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Jobs Box
Executive director - OKC 

Immediate opening for an execu-
tive director at St. Ann Retirement 
Center to provide comprehen-
sive leadership for a senior living 
community in operational man-
agement, goal setting and long-
term growth. Accountable for staff 
management, development and 
engagement, resident and family 
satisfaction, resident occupancy 
levels, regulatory and budget com-
pliance, and sales and marketing 
activities. Actively promotes the 
mission, philosophies and val-
ues in all daily interactions with 
employees, residents and families. 
Submit resume and cover letter to 
nlargent@archokc.org.

Archdiocesan Catholic school 
coordinators - OKC 

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking two education 
coordinators. The coordinator for 
formation and academic renewal 
serves to advance the mission of 
developing, executing and super-
vising a plan for the continuous 
renewal of the intellectual forma-
tion of teachers and students. The 
coordinator for operations provides 
staff support to the director of 
Catholic education and in partic-
ular support to principals for the 
operational tasks of 19 Catholic 
schools. Catholics in good stand-
ing. Three to five years’ experi-
ence in teaching a must. Catholic 
school administrative experience 
preferred at either the building 
level and/or central office. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.

Production assistant - OKC
The Office of Communications for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a production assistant to 
work with the Coordinator of Dig-
ital Evangelization in production 
of videos, live-streaming, graphics, 
social media and coordination of 
the website. Experience/training 
required. Practicing Catholic and 
bilingual preferred. Submit resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Accountant - OKC
The Office of Finance for the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City is 
seeking an entry level accountant 
to be responsible for cash man-
agement duties and general ledger 
accounting duties. Provides ac-
counting services to parishes as 
assigned. Bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and a practicing Catholic 
in good standing required. Excel-
lent skills in Microsoft Office and 
accounting software needed. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Summer camp coordinator - 
OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
youth evangelization and sum-
mer camp to be responsible for all 
logistics, staffing and programing 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Youth Camp, designing strategic 
activities for the initial evangeli-
zation and ongoing discipleship 
of young people, and assist in the 

mentoring of parish leaders. Cath-
olic in good standing, thorough 
understanding of evangelization 
and discipleship, experience lead-
ing youth programing and bach-
elor’s degree a must. Bilingual in 
Spanish preferred. Submit resume 
to mmills@archokc.org.

Social services case manager 
level II

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary social services case 
manager level II to provide case 
management services to clients of 
Catholic Charities through vari-
ous social services programs. This 
position will work across multiple 
departments to include Family 
Support Services, Refugee Services, 
Disaster Services and possibly in 
remote locations such as Lawton, 
Ardmore or Woodward. High school 
diploma or GED; bachelor’s de-
gree in social work or related field 
preferred; three years of experience 
in case management or communi-
ty action; fluency in Spanish and 
English preferred; a combination 
of education and relevant experi-
ence may also be considered. Send 
cover letter with resume to Christy 
Knotts at cknotts@ccaokc.org.

Refugee job developer - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a refugee job developer to develop 
and maintain partnerships with 
employers to identify employment 
opportunities; provide clients with 
job readiness training; assist cli-
ents with completing applications, 
interviews and placement activities; 
conduct follow-up actions for reten-
tion purposes. High school diploma 
and at least two years of experience 
directly related to the responsibili-
ties specified; bachelor’s degree in 
business or marketing with expe-
rience in job development or em-
ployment services preferred; ability 
to drive and possess a valid Okla-
homa driver’s license and clean 
driving record; fluency in written 
and spoken English; fluency in 
Spanish, Burmese, Swahili or other 
language that is representative 
of a refugee population currently 
being served preferred. Send cover 
letter with resume to Mark Chan at 
mchan@ccaokc.org.

Emergency assistance -  
Woodward

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time emergency assistance 
employee. Primarily focused on rent 
and utility assistance but may be 
used for other emergencies. Strong 
verbal and written communication 
and listening; proficiency in Mic-
rosoft Office applications; ability to 
gather data, compile information 
and prepare reports. Send cover 
letter with resume to Theresa Flan-
nery at tflannery@ccaock.org.

Maintenance worker - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in 

Mustang is seeking a part-time 
skilled maintenance worker to 

perform upkeep tasks such as 
repairs, by applying basic fixes to 
equipment and building systems.  
Responsible for various other 
duties, including some mowing of 
the parish grounds, setting up for 
parish events, preventative main-
tenance tasks and other duties as 
needed. Must have proven experi-
ence in troubleshooting, repairing 
and maintaining facilities. Contact 
the parish office at (405) 376-
9435; hfrancog7@gmail.com.

Executive assistant – OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

Schools seeks an executive as-
sistant to support the school 
president, Corporate Work Study 
director and development direc-
tor. Bachelor’s degree preferred. 
Minimum of five years proven 
office management or executive 
assistant experience. Proficiency 
in Microsoft Office and Outlook, 
professional writing, and office 
management. Will work occasional 
nights and/or weekends. Apply at 
cristoreyokc.org.

Custodian - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School in Edmond is looking for 
a full-time school custodian. The 
hours are 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. Contact 
Laura Cain, principal, at lcain@
seasok.org or (405) 348-5364.  

Preschool assistant teachers - 
Norman

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 
Church is hiring for the Mother’s 
Day Out program. Must be avail-
able 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday 
- Thursday. Experience preferred 
but not required. Must be able to 
pass a required background check. 
E-mail Gini Vorwald at gvorwald@
saintmarknorman.org. 

Substitute teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic 

School in Edmond is seeking sub-
stitute teachers. Safe and Sacred 
training is required with a back-
ground check. E-mail Laura Cain, 
principal, at lcain@seasok.org.

Teachers - OKC
St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is seek-
ing a certified 4th grade teacher 
and certified middle school teach-
ers for the 2021-2022 school year 
in the areas of math, science and 
possibly theology. E-mail cover let-
ter and resume to Principal Todd 
Gungoll at principal@scbokc.org.

Van driver - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a part-time van 
driver to transport students to 
and from work. Drivers also can 
drive for special school functions 
as requested. Some qualifications 
include valid driver’s license; abil-
ity to pass background check and 
a clean DMV record (five years); 
bilingual (English/Spanish) speak-
ing a plus; ability and willingness 
to work a split-shift; experience 
and/or willingness to work with 
youth ages 14-18. Send resume 

and brief statement of interest to 
Ashton.Smith@CristoReyOKC.org.

PreK-3 aide - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City seeks a 
full-time pre-school aide. Catholic 
preferred, but dedication to Chris-
tian lifestyle a must. Must be a 
problem solver, forward thinker, be 
able to take direction, fulfill duties, 
build rapport with staff and fami-
lies. Send a resume and brief state-
ment of interest to Principal Tim 
McFadden at principal@bjccs.org.

Teacher – El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for full-time 6th grade teaching 
position for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Oklahoma state certification 
required. Call (405) 262-2284 or 
send resume to Shannon Statton at 
principal@sacredheartelreno.com.

Director of evangelization and 
Christian formation - OKC

St. Joseph Old Cathedral is seek-
ing a full-time director of evangeli-
zation and Christian formation to 
lead and organize efforts in evange-
lization, especially among families, 
youth and young adults. Deep com-
mitment to the life of a missionary 
disciple and a joyful willingness to 
take an active part in parish life a 
must. Experience in evangelization 
and catechetical leadership pre-
ferred. Contact Fr. Brian Buettner 
at frbrian@sjocokc.org.

Organist/music director - Enid
St. Francis Xavier Catho-

lic Church in Enid is seeking a 
full-time organist and director of 
music. Should be familiar with li-
turgical settings and seasons, and 
compliant within the ritual of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Duties 
include directing choirs, recruiting 
and training cantors and other 
musicians, and engaging the faith-
ful into participation in worship. 
E-mail resume to Fr. Mark Mason 
at Mark.Mason@archokc.org.

Maintenance worker - OKC
St. Joseph Old Cathedral is 

seeking a skilled maintenance 
worker to perform upkeep task 
such as repairs and cleaning. 
Responsible for applying basic 
fixes to equipment and building 
systems. Must have the ability to 
install, troubleshoot, repair and 
maintain church facilities. Contact 
the parish office or send resume to 
vbaquera@sjocokc.org.

Chaplain II - OKC
Mercy is seeking a chaplain to 

provide pastoral services. Mas-
ters-level work in theology, min-
istry, divinity or related field; two 
years of health care chaplaincy 
experience (may include CPE) and 
eligible for certification as Board of 
Certified Chaplain. Visit careers.
mercy.net.

To see more job openings, go on-
line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Traveling around the United States presents 
ample opportunity to enrich our Catholic faith 
by visiting various holy sites, including those 
that may be hidden gems. Perhaps you have 
stopped to participate in Mass while traveling 
on vacation or business. There is a good pos-
sibility you could have easily missed a sacred 
monument, marvel or miracle in the area. 

Now that we have access to GPS technology, 
it seems a little easier to find driving directions 
to specific church locations and the notable 
shrines. However, knowing where “off the beat-
en path” holy sites of interest are located in a 
specific state, and finding the directions can be 
challenging.   

There is good news! “Monuments, Marvels 
and Miracles” is a fantastic reference book for 
Catholics making it easier to identify the loca-
tion of “more than 500 of our country’s most 
intriguing holy sites.” This “Traveler’s Guide 
to Catholic America” is authored by Marion 
Amberg, who specializes in “faith travel” and 
has written for more than 100 publications, 
ranging from Catholic Digest to Family Motor 

Coaching. (marionamberg.com) 
This book can help you plan your travel to 

easily find many interesting Catholic sites, 
some of which you may have never 
heard of. From the Our Lady of Mar-
tyrs Shrine at Fultonville, N.Y., to the 
Basilica of Saint Lawrence, deacon and 
martyr, in Ashville, N.C. or San Felipe 
de Neri Church (built in 1793) in Old 
Town Albuquerque, N.M., there are 
hundreds of Catholic holy sites to visit. 
Whether your interest is with architecture, re-
ligious history, artifacts or stories on “marvels” 
or “miracles” you will find Amberg’s book to be 
a great resource for travel planning. 

The content is organized into seven regions of 
the United States and each chapter contains a 
state map showing national and state highways 
while denoting the various holy sites. 

Plus. the author has provided interesting 
short stories for each holy site listed and a 
sidebar called Finding Faith that features a 
religious attraction or Catholic story unique to 
that state. As an example, if you are planning 
to travel in Indiana and “want to score a spir-
itual touchdown,” visit Notre Dame University 
and the famous Jesus mural on the exterior 
wall of Hesburgh Library.

Looking through this book you will find 
several color photos and contact information 
to assist your travel planning. There also is 

plenty of “Catholic trivia” to 
enjoy. For example, Amberg’s 

Finding 
Faith sidebar 
for Geor-
gia writes, 
“Accord-
ing to lore, 

when Gen. William T. 
Sherman ordered Union 
troops to burn Atlanta 
to the ground in 
1864, Fa- ther Thomas 
O’Reilly warned, ‘Burn 
the Catho- lic church and 
every Catholic in the Union army will mutiny.’ 
The Catholic church was spared.”

We are blessed to live in a country with a rich 
Catholic heritage, so if you are planning to trav-
el in the United States on business or vacation 
and are interested in Catholic architecture, 
Catholic history and various “healing places,” I 
believe you will find this book quite useful.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

September 12, 2021    15Sooner Catholic

Book Review: “Monuments, Marvels and Miracles”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

The mighty pen of Fr. Paul Mankowski, S.J.

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

The Catholic Difference

In the summer before the Sec-
ond Vatican Council opened, Pope 
John XXIII met with Cardinal 
Léon-Joseph Suenens in the papal 
residence at Castel Gandolfo.

“I know what my part in the 
Council will be,” the pope told the 
Belgian archbishop. “It will be to 
suffer.” 

Pope John was prescient, and 
not just because the council’s 
opening weeks would prove con-
tentious; shortly before Vatican 
II began its work, the 
pope was diagnosed 
with the painful cancer 
that would kill him in 
less than a year. 

When Paul Mankow-
ski, finishing a bril-
liant undergraduate 
career at the Univer-
sity of Chicago and 
anticipating graduate 
studies and a fulfilling 
married life, got un-
expectedly hammered 
by a call from higher 
authority to abandon 
his plans and enter 
the Society of Jesus, 
I don’t think he imag-
ined that his role in 
the Jesuits would be 
to suffer: in, because 
of, and for the commu-
nity in which he would 
spend 44 years as nov-
ice, priest, scholar and 
sign of contradiction.

The man who became Father 
Mankowski, S.J., was very tough, 
and as a former boxer, he knew 
something about absorbing pain. 
But, he wasn’t a masochist, and 
he didn’t deliberately seek out 

suffering. It came to him, and he 
bore it, for the same reason John 
XXIII accepted his suffering: it was 
for the sake of a greater good and 
a greater glory – the glory of God. 

Father Mankowski’s death 
this past September was anoth-
er unanticipated awfulness in a 
year of hard blows. We had been 
speaking by phone and volleying 
by e-mail with the regularity that 
marked our friendship for three 
decades; neither I nor any of his 

other friends anticipated that, 
when 66-year-old Paul Mankowski 
got into a dentist’s chair on Sept. 
3, 2020, he would be felled by a 
burst cerebral aneurysm.

A few days later, still not quite 

able to grasp that he had been 
taken so abruptly, a thought came 
to me: some of Father Mankow-
ski’s writing should be antholo-
gized so that others could get to 
know this exhilarating author, his 
keen insight and his equally keen 
wit. My friends at Ignatius Press 
agreed. And thanks to their good 
work, “Jesuit at Large: Essays and 
Reviews by Paul V. Mankowski, 
S.J.,” has just been published with 
my biographical introduction.

Several of the collected essays 
take us deep into the liturgy wars 
that have, unfortunately, intensi-
fied once again in the Church. A 
trained classicist who understood 
just how awful some of the ear-
ly vernacular translations of the 
Mass texts were, Paul Mankow-
ski celebrated both forms of the 
Roman Rite with reverence and 
joy. He also could make pellucidly 
clear why the celebrating priest 
was the servant of the liturgy, not 
its master – and why do-it-yourself 
liturgy was an offense against God 
and an obnoxious, narcissistic 
exercise in clericalism. 

Perhaps only Paul Mankowski 
could explain how dissent from 
Humanae Vitae and its teaching 
on the morally appropriate means 
of regulating fertility within mar-
riage had corrupted the conse-
crated religious life of those who 
did not marry. And, no one could 
skewer the inanities of the con-
temporary academic guild as well 
as Father Mankowski. 

One of the essays in “Jesuit at 
Large,” “What I Saw at the Ameri-
can Academy of Religion,” is both 
side-splittingly funny and a pre-
scient dissection of woke intellec-

tual life today, written decades 
before “woke” became part of the 
national vocabulary.

As a book reviewer, Paul Man-
kowski was without peer: deeply 
informed about the subject matter 
of a given book (be it a literary 
biography or an analysis of the 
Qur’an, a silly novel by Norman 
Mailer or a pretentious study of 
Jesus by A.N. Wilson); unfailingly 
witty; and a stylist of distinction. 
In his review of Philip Eade’s 
Evelyn Waugh: A Life Revisited, 
he wrote that “between the ages 
of fifteen and seventeen, (Waugh) 
acquired an almost freakishly 
mature mastery of English prose 
(and) for the remainder of his life 
he was all but incapable of writing 
a boring sentence.” 

I don’t know at what age he 
acquired the skill, but the same 
could be said of Paul Mankows-
ki, whose sentences sparkled as 
well as instructed. There would be 
much more Mankowski to anthol-
ogize if his religious superiors had 
not prevented him from publishing 
for years. That decision deprived 
the Catholic Anglosphere of one of 
its mightiest pens. My hope is that 
“Jesuit at Large” helps many of 
those so deprived discover one of 
the U.S. Church’s brightest spirits 
and noblest sons, on this first an-
niversary of his death in Christ.
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Lánzate a lo más ProfundoLuke 5:4

Necesitamos más que cubrebocas y 
vacunas para ganar esta batalla

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

“Felicitaciones a los trabajadores 
de la construcción del santuario”
 
La construcción del Santuario del Beato 

Stanley Rother continúa a un ritmo con-
stante. La estructura, la instalación de 
tuberías y el techo del sistema mecánico, 
solo por mencionar algunos elementos, 
están en progreso.

Nada de esto podría hacerse sin el 
arduo trabajo de los equipos de construc-
ción que hicieron sus mejores esfuerzos, 
día tras día, para construir este magnífi-
co santuario. Su diligencia, dedicación y 
eficiencia son inspiradoras.

 Que Dios bendiga a cada uno de ellos 
y que el Beato Stanley, un trabajador en 
persona, interceda por su seguridad y 
bienestar. rothershrine.org

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

No puedo recordar cuánto tiempo 
llevamos viviendo con la pandemia del 
COVID. Parece que ha sido por mucho, 
mucho tiempo. Y nos ha desgastado a 
todos. 

Al día de hoy, el COVID-19 y sus 
variantes han reclamado más de 
650,000 vidas solamente en nuestro 
país. La mayoría de nosotros conoce a 
familias, compañeros de trabajo y feli-
greses que han perdido a alguien de-
bido a este virus mortal. Quizá tú eres 
uno de ellos. Millones se han enferma-
do y se han recuperado. 

La pandemia afecta cada aspecto de 
nuestras vidas. Sin duda que nos ha 
impactado social y económicamente. 
Ha afectado la educación de nuestros 
hijos y estudiantes en general a cada 
nivel. Tristemente, ha sido politizado 
de toda manera que podamos concebir 
(usar o no usar el cubrebocas; vacu-
narse o no vacunarse). 

Sin poder evitarlo, la pandemia tam-
bién ha afectado nuestras vidas reli-
giosas y espirituales. En los primeros 
meses, antes de que pudiéramos en-
tender cómo desacelerar la transmis-
ión del virus y antes que tuviéramos 
una vacuna disponible, las iglesias 
de todo el país y del mundo entero se 
cerraron y la Misa estaba disponible 
solamente de manera virtual. Las fieles 
podían solo recibir la comunión espir-
itual. Gracias a Dios ya hemos dejado 
eso atrás. 

Desafortunadamente, muchos no han 
regresado a la Misa. Quizá aun sienten 
miedo. Quizá están enojados. Quizá su 
fe se ha debilitado debido a esta expe-

riencia traumática y desorientadora. 
He estado orando sobre estas cosas 

en los meses pasados. Y he llegado 
a la conclusión de que hemos esta-
do librando una batalla no solamente 
contra un virus mortal, sino también 
contra fuerzas espirituales. No se de 
donde salió el virus, pero estoy seguro 
de que el Maligno ha usado la pan-
demia para sembrar semillas de mie-
do y desconfianza, y para dispersar 
mentiras que nos han puesto a unos 
contra otros y nos han esclavizado en 
su plan destructivo. Es el Padre de las 
Mentiras y se deleita en vernos ata-
carnos unos a otros, desearnos el mal, 
calumniarnos y que pensemos que el 
otro tiene malas intenciones. 

Estoy muy agradecido con los avanc-
es científicos, médicos y tecnológicos 
que han hecho posible que el mundo 
se movilice en contra de este virus 
mortal. Pero, como cristianos, debe-
mos también emplear nuestras armas 
espirituales en esta batalla. Estamos 
luchando contra principados y potesta-
des que están empeñados en nuestra 
destrucción. Necesitamos desenmas-
carar al enemigo y organizarnos contra 
las fuerzas que quieren destruirnos. El 
enemigo es astuto y escurridizo. ¿De 
qué hablo? Aun cuando existen mu-
chas posibilidades que me vienen a la 
mente, ofreceré un solo ejemplo. Y creo 
que será un ejemplo apropiado. 

La pandemia nos ha estresado a to-
dos. El regreso a clases ha sido un reto 
muy difícil para los padres de familia, 
los profesores, administradores y es-
tudiantes de nuestras escuelas católi-

cas, al igual 
que en todas 
las escuelas. 
Se deben tomar 
decisiones 
difíciles para preservar la posibilidad 
de continuar con clases presenciales: 
uso de cubrebocas o no, requisito de 
vacunas o no. 

En tiempos como este, todos estamos 
vulnerables a las asechanzas del Ma-
ligno. Quiere hacernos sus rehenes. 
Para no caer en su trampa, debemos 
evitar hacer juicios o saltar a conclu-
siones sobre los motivos de los demás, 
debemos evitar el miedo y evitar es-
parcir rumores. Nuestras armas son la 
oración y el ayuno. Debemos practicar 
las virtudes de la paciencia, la vigi-
lancia y la solidaridad. Nuestra labor 
como discípulos es el construir; la 
misión del Maligno es la de destruir y 
sembrar división. Estamos llamados a 
practicar la caridad en palabra y obra. 

Al tiempo que miramos al futuro, no 
podemos como cristianos hacer a un 
lado nuestra responsabilidad de orar 
unos por otros, especialmente por 
aquellos que tienen la poco envidiable 
responsabilidad de tomar decisiones 
que no serán bien recibidas por to-
dos (quizá a veces por nadie). Hemos 
aplaudido la labor de nuestro person-
al de emergencia y personal médico 
durante los días más difíciles de la 
pandemia. Mostremos ahora nues-
tro apoyo y apreciación por nuestros 
profesores, directores y personal en 
general de las escuelas. Dios está con 
nosotros. 
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Briefs

As we wade through the sec-
ond half of the year, 2021 is not 
shaping up as many of us an-
ticipated. Instead of the freedom 
and relief we expected, we are 
dogged by fear and frustration 
because we have not conquered 
COVID-19, political fiascos or 
even natural disasters. 

As we become impatient for 
results, it is easy to lose sight 
of the big picture, that is, God’s 
providence. We concentrate 
more on ourselves and measure 
what we accom-
plish and do not 
accomplish. We 
can reduce ex-
tending ourselves 
and our talents 
to a transaction, 
and that is not 
the relationship we want with 
our Creator. At best, in a trans-
action with God, we will be stin-
gy, unhappy and finger-pointing 
in our part of the bargain.

The more we practice reliance 
on the saving power of God with 
obedience to his will, the more 
refreshed we will become. The 
hard part is putting our circum-
stances aside and trusting that 
giving whatever God asks of us 
is part of his perfect plan. Jesus 
came to that conclusion in his 
agony in the garden before he 
died. His life and sufferings 
seemed to be worthless and 
thankless, but he trusted in his 
Father’s love and plan of salva-
tion for us.

In reality, no time could be 
better for us to demonstrate our 
reliance on God. Catholic radio 
provides a lot of practical ways 
to strengthen our trust and 
practice it. Every day, Archbish-

op Coakley leads listeners in 
a prayer to the Holy Spirit for 
those suffering from the effects 
of the pandemic. If you happen 
to hear it, stop what you are 
doing and join in. It is a simple 
but powerful gesture of hum-
bling yourself before the Lord 
to acknowledge the need for his 
help.

On Oct. 12, Mass will be 
celebrated at the St. Francis 
de Sales Chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center followed by OK-
CR’s first annual dinner. Your 
presence will bolster what we 
have in common and increase 
the appreciation we have for 
one another as a community. 

The monies raised 
from the tickets to 
this event serve to 
expand the capa-
bilities of OKCR 
to bring Jesus 
Christ to every-
one in Oklahoma. 

Beginning our evening with a 
Mass directs our efforts as we 
offer ourselves through Christ’s 
sacrifice to the service of God in 
Catholic radio.

The most tangible sign of 
hope in the second half of 2021 
is participating in the Fall Ra-
diothon on Nov. 11-13. Merely 
tuning in during the radiothon 
and hearing an inspiring, live 
interview has been known to ig-
nite a listener’s faith, so turn on 
your radio and invite someone 
to listen with you! If your parish 
offers a parish challenge, join 
in the fun and excitement. All 
donations, one-time or monthly, 
modest or substantial, signify 
that we are invested in following 
God’s plan. We share who we 
are and give of our resources 
without reservation or demand. 

Our hope will be restored as 
we become the face of Jesus to 
everyone we encounter.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at ar-
chokc.org/briefs. 

The Ladder of Ascent
The Bl. Stanley Rother Institute 

is enrolling for The Ladder of As-
cent, a journey through the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church. The 
two-year, four semester course 
meets weekly Sept. - May. Contact 
RotherInstitute@archokc.org or 
(405) 721-4208.

Catechetical Conference
The Catechetical Conference 

is 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Sept. 18 at 
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High 
School in Oklahoma City. Learn 
more and register at archokc.org/
catcon2021.

JFK Awards Gala
Santa Fe Family Life Center 

presents the John F. Kennedy 
Community Service Awards Gala 
7 p.m. Sept. 13 at the Omni Hotel 
in Oklahoma City. To attend or 
contribute, visit jfkaward.com or 
call James Timberlake at (405) 
840-1817.

Silver Tea
St. Benedict Catholic Church 

Guild Silver Tea is 12:30 p.m. 
Sept. 14 in the Benedict Center, 
Shawnee.

Mass of Remembrance 
The 2021 Mass of Remembrance 

is 6 p.m. Sept. 15 at The Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
3214 N. Lake Ave. in Oklahoma 
City. The Mass is in memory of 
people lost to suicide. 

Saints & Scholars
The Saints & Scholars Dinner 

for Catholic Education is 6:30 
p.m. Sept. 16 at Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Northwest, 3233 North-
west Expressway in Oklahoma 
City. Register at cfook.org/  
saintsandscholars.

Love Run
The Knights on Bikes poker run  

“Love Run” to raise money for The 
Center of Family Love is 9 a.m. 
Sept. 18 at the center in Okarche. 
It is open to motorcycles and cars. 
Cost: $20 first hand; $10 each ad-
ditional hand. Cash prizes: $200 
high hand, $50 low hand. The last 
stop is Copper Cove Marina, Foss 
State Park, with raffle prizes, and 
the winners announced at 2 p.m.

Memorial Mass for the unborn
A Memorial Mass to honor un-

born children who have been the 
victims of abortion is 9 a.m. Sept. 
18 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Bishop 
David Konderla will be the cele-
brant at the Mass. 

Life of the Party Gala
The Willow Pregnancy Support 

Life of the Party Gala is 6 p.m. 

Sept. 18 at the Omni Hotel, 100 
W. Oklahoma City Blvd. in Okla-
homa City. willowpregnancy.org. 

Opening night
The Bl. Stanley Rother Hispanic 

Cultural Institute of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church will have an 
opening night for the Fall semester 
at 7 p.m. Sept. 21 in the Metter 
Room of the Parish Center, 421 
E. Acres St. in Norman. Regis-
ter for classes: https://bit.ly/
BSR-HCI-Registration until Sept. 
28. Contact Ignacio Ruiz, Jr. at 
rotherhispanicinstitute@gmail.com 
or call (405) 321-8080.

40 Days for Life
The 40 Days for Life Fall cam-

paign is Sept. 22 – Oct. 31. Visit 
40daysforlife.com to sign up to 
pray in Oklahoma City, Edmond 
or Norman. 

Oktoberfest 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 

Oktoberfest and auction is 6 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at 1100 N. Sara Rd. in 
Mustang. This is an event for age 
21 and older. Register at (405) 
376-9435, holyspiritmustang.org. 

 
Day of Reflection

Day of Reflection, “I Shall Return 
to My Father: How to Make a Good 
Confession” by Fr. Boniface Cope-
lin, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Sept. 25 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Attendees must pre-register via 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

School run
Christ the King Catholic School 

5K, 1-mile fun run or walk and 
toddler dash is Sept. 25. E-mail 
ckrun@ckschool.com.

Mass, cookout
Catholic Young Adults Mass and 

cookout with Archbishop Coakley 
is 3 p.m. Sept. 26 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. 
RSVP at archokc.org/cyaevents. 

Blue Mass
Archbishop Coakley invites 

everyone to the Blue Mass for law 
enforcement and first responders 
at 6 p.m. Sept 29 at St. Joseph 
Old Cathedral in Oklahoma City. 
Guest speaker is U.S. Marshall for 
the Western District of Oklahoma, 
Johnny L. Kuhlman.

Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale
Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale 

is 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Oct. 1, and 8 
a.m. – Noon Oct. 2 at St. Benedict 
Catholic Church in Shawnee.

Fall festival 
St. James the Greater Catholic 

Church fall festival is 5 p.m. – 
9.p.m. Oct. 2 and 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
Oct. 3 at 4201 S McKinley Ave. in 
Oklahoma City.  

Fall Radiothon
Nov. 11-13
okcr.com
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September 

12   Twenty-Fourth Sunday in   
       Ordinary Time.

12   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

13   Feast of St. John 
       Chrysostom.

14   The Exaltation of the Holy 
       Cross.

14   St. Benedict Catholic Church 
       Guild Silver Tea, 12:30 p.m. 
       in the Benedict Center, 
       Shawnee.

15   Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows.

15   Mass of Remembrance for 
       people lost to suicide, 6 p.m.,
       The Cathedral of Our Lady 
       of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
       Lake Ave., Oklahoma City. 

16   Feast of Sts. Cornelius and 
       Cyprian.

16   Saints & Scholars dinner for
       Catholic education, 6:30 
       p.m., Embassy Suites by 
       Hilton Northwest, 3233 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC.

16   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact  

        Elaine at (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

17   Feast of St. Robert Bellarmine.

17    Monthly Novena to the Infant 
        Jesus. Nine days of novenas   
        to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
        During the nine days, the 
        novena prayers will be: 
        Monday-Friday following 
        Noon Mass, Saturday 
        following 5 p.m. Mass, and 
        Sunday following 11 a.m. 
        Mass.

17    Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
        a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
        Norman. Contact Connie 
        Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
        lang@gmail.com.   

18    Catechetical Conference, 8:30 
        a.m. – 3 p.m., Bishop 
        McGuinness Catholic High 
        School, OKC. 

18    Knights on Bikes “Love Run” 
        (poker run) for The Center of 
        Family Love, 9 a.m., at the 
        center in Okarche.

18   Memorial Mass to honor 
        aborted children, 9 a.m., St. 
        Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
        MacArthur St., Shawnee.

18    Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
        the lay order of the Mission- 
        aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
        of Calcutta, meeting at 10 
        a.m. at Holy Innocents’ 

       conference room. Any lay 
       person interested in living 
       a consecrated life is welcome 
       to “come and see.” Contact 
       Toni Harrelson, (405) 694-
       1292, (405) 341-2199, 
       tonimah@sbcglobal.net.

18   The Oklahoma City Commu-
       nity of Secular Carmelites 
       meeting at Little Flower, OKC. 
       Anyone interested in deep-
       ening prayer life with commu-
       nity support, call Vicky 
       Caudell, (405) 637-4611 or 
       William Ginn, (405) 737-2024.

18   Willow Pregnancy Support Life 
       of the Party Gala, 6 p.m., 
       Omni Hotel, 100 W. Oklahoma
       City Blvd., OKC.

19   Twenty-Fifth Sunday in 
       Ordinary Time.

19   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

20   Feast of Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-
       Gon and Paul Chong Ha-Sang 
       and Companions.

21   Feast of St. Matthew.

21   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

21   Suicide grief support group, 
       6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., St.
       Francis, 1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

21   Bl. Stanley Rother Hispanic 
       Cultural Institute opening 
       night for the Fall semester, 7 
       p.m., 421 E. Acres St., 
       Norman.

22   The 40 Days for Life Fall 
       campaign begins. Visit 
       40daysforlife.com.

23   Feast of St. Pius of Pietrelcina.

23   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine at (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

24   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9   
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., 
       Norman. Contact Connie 
       Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
       lang@gmail.com.

25   Day of Reflection, 8:30 a.m. - 
       3 p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
       1900 W. MacArthur St., 
       Shawnee.

25   Christ the King Catholic 
       School run. E-mail ckrun@
       ckschool.com.

25   Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
       Oktoberfest and auction, 6 
       p.m., 1100 N. Sara Rd., 
       Mustang. 



art and other creative pieces that were hand-
made by residents.

President and CEO Debbie Espinosa said 
the event was an opportunity for residents to 
shine. 

“I’m just amazed by what they can do,” she 
said. “This event showed why we do what we 
do.” 

More than just 
a care facility, the 
CFL gives resi-
dents opportuni-
ties to experience 
life in a way that 
has never been 
possible. 

“We are helping 
them do what 
God created them 
to do,” Espino-
sa said. “These 
experiences have 
allowed them to 
grow and discover 
who they are.”

Thanks to a 
grant from the 
Noble Founda-
tion, the CFL 
created the Farm 
to Fork program, 
where residents 
work in the culinary greenhouse grow-
ing all natural, organic herbs. The herbs 
are sold to restaurants throughout the 
community that have partnered with the 
CFL. Partner restaurants include Whiskey 
Cake, Hamilton Supper Club, Cattlemen’s 
Steakhouse, Petroleum Club, Oklaho-
ma City Golf and Country Club, Piatto Italian 
Kitchen and Ludivine.

In addition, several upcoming events will 
feature recipes using resident-grown herbs. 

The Maker’s Mark Beefsteak Dinner benefitting 
the CFL is Sept. 30. It will feature handcrafted 
cocktails garnished with the CFL-grown herbs. 

The 40th anniversary provided an opportuni-
ty for reflection on the evolution of the center 
and its future. Espinosa said Pauline’s story 
inspired her to plan more broadly. 

“It’s important to look back at the progress 
we have made over the past 40 years,” Espino-
sa said. “Now, we have to look at the next 40, 
50, 60 years because some of our residents 

may be here for that long!”
The addition of a cutting-edge facility is the 

next exciting step for CFL. In response to the 
wishes of residents, a capital campaign was 
launched to provide a more functional space 
and newer technology. Currently, residents 
are restricted to activities within their hous-

es. Plans for the Newfield 
Community Education Cen-
ter include a culinary arts 
school with adaptive equip-
ment, a swimming pool, a 
performance stage and an art 
studio.

The center will provide 
residents with entirely sep-
arate spaces and equipment 
to pursue their passions and 
hobbies. Upon completion of 
the center, residents will have 
a designated building where 
they will spend their days. 
While the addition of the new 
center is in response to resi-
dents’ dreams for the future, 
it will serve the community. 
Individuals who are not resi-
dents of the CFL will be able 

to participate in activities. 
Nellie Sanders, vice president of 

philanthropy, explained how integral 
the new center will be in connecting 
families. 

“There is such a need for families to 
come together, understand and con-
nect with others who have been in 
their shoes,” Sanders said. “We have a 
responsibility to show the value of every 
resident, and what they are contribut-
ing to the world.”

To learn more about the center, buy 
products online or for ways to give, go online to 
centeroffamilylove.org.

Sally Linhart is a freelance writer for the Soon-
er Catholic.
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