
Oklahoma faith leaders an-
nounced the first annual Okla-
homa March for Life to celebrate 
life and the value of the human 
person. The rally and march 
will be held Saturday, Jan. 22, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Oklahoma 
State Capitol. 

The event is open to families, 
parish groups, students, young 
adults and seniors, and will be 
child-friendly. Tickets and reser-
vations are not required.

“This is an exciting milestone 
for the state and the Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma. It will be a 
time to come together with other 
faiths to celebrate life and show 

our support for pregnant moms, 
families and the unborn,” said 
Deacon Joe Vandervort, respect 
life coordinator for the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City. 

“We hope Oklahoma Catho-
lics will take a little time out of 
a Saturday to come and pray, 
and show support for the inno-
cent unborn and this important 
initiative.”

Speakers at the rally include 
Tulsa Bishop David Konderla, 
Todd Fisher, Ph.D., executive 
director of the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma, and 
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Go Make Disciples

Faith leaders launch first 
Oklahoma March For Life

Celebrating National Catholic 
Schools Week 

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Parents have more options than ever when 
it comes to their children’s education. 
National Catholic Schools Week helps 
promote the benefits and many reasons 

parents in Oklahoma choose a Catholic education. 
Beth Sprague chose a Catholic education for her 

son Beau because of the high quality, faith-based 
instruction. 

“We appreciate the close-knit community and 
development of the whole person that Catholic 
schools provide, and value how our school teach-
es faith traditions and moral values alongside the 
regular academic core content,” she said. 

Beau is in the first grade at a Catholic school in 
Oklahoma City where his mom has been a third-
grade teacher for 11 years. Her younger son, Kip, 
will start next year. She also is a former student of 
Catholic schools in the archdiocese.

continued on page 12

continued on page 3

Gretchen, 
Missy and 

Laura Imel 
attended 

Christ the 
King Catholic 

School in 
1986. Photo 

provided.

Jan. 22 Oklahoma State Capitol
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a May our merciful Lord 
calm the fears of all expect-
ant mothers, fill them with 
his peace and provide for 
every need. We pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

a Oklahoma Catholic  
Native Schools Project
The Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, the Diocese of Tul-
sa and St. Gregory’s Abbey 
have launched the Oklaho-
ma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand 
the history, educational val-
ue and experiences of na-
tive students in Oklahoma 
Catholic boarding schools 
from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photo-
graphs or an oral history 
to the project, e-mail info@
oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

At the beginning of a new year, it’s impos-
sible to predict the dominant headlines and 
impactful stories that will shape our lives in 
2022. What will be the events that affect our 
families, our Church, our nation and world? 
What events will challenge or perhaps renew 
our faith? 

Will the events of 2021 still be impacting our 
lives by the end of this year? Probably so. We 
witnessed how unexpectedly COVID-19 sud-
denly came on the scene in 2020 and remains 
with us still, with such far-reaching effects 
and devastating consequences. 

We have been surprised, perhaps, how even 
beyond its health impacts, the pandemic has 
brought to light latent social, political and 
economic fissures that remained unacknowl-
edged or unresolved for such a long time. We 
continue to experience the bitter fruits of ra-
cial injustice and religious intolerance, which 
erupt periodically into violence around the 
globe and even close to home. 

We have seen how the massive migration of 
peoples, often as the result of famine, war or 
economic pressures, changes the complexion 
and makeup of nations and cultures, includ-
ing our own. Environmental degradation and 
its impact on climate and the poor are very 
much raising the consciousness of many in 
our world, especially among the young. What 
will this year bring?

One of the stories that likely will have 
far-reaching consequences this year will be 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in the 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organi-
zation case that is expected this Spring. It is 
a case that has energized pro-life advocates 
more than any pending Supreme Court deci-
sion in the past 49 years. If upheld, the Dobbs 
case would allow states to impose strict limits 
on abortion, if not undermine its very founda-
tion in federal law. 

Since the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, the 
abortion of unborn children in the United 
States has been legal with few limitations up 
to the very moment of birth. In terms of loss 
of life, alone, the consequences of Roe v. Wade 
have been devastating. More than 60,000,000 
children have been killed through surgical 

abortions in the Unit-
ed States, and an un-
known number have 
been lost through 
pharmaceutical abor-
tion procedures. 

What an unimag-
inable impoverish-
ment of the human family to lose so many 
lives and so much human potential! Addi-
tionally, the very real emotional and spiritual 
impact on women and families affected by 
abortion can never be calculated. Abortion 
always is a tragedy, for both the child and the 
mother. We have an obligation to support and 
accompany both.

While abortion is certainly not the only life 
issue about which we are concerned, it re-
mains the pre-eminent human rights and 
justice issue for Catholics. It is an egregious 
assault on human dignity because it attacks 
the most innocent and vulnerable among us. 
Without a right to life all other rights are built 
on sand. 

Now is the time for us to pray ardently for 
our Supreme Court justices, and for each of 
us to recommit ourselves to the protection 
and promotion of every human life from con-
ception to natural death, for mother and child, 
for families, for the condemned and the incar-
cerated, the trafficked and the immigrant, the 
aged and abandoned. 

Amid the uncertainty and turmoil in which 
we find ourselves at the beginning of this new 
year, it is good to remember that Jesus Christ 
is the same, yesterday, today and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8). He is the Lord of history. And 
he is not aloof from our sufferings, hopes and 
aspirations. 

The just completed Christmas season pro-
claims that God is with us. The Word became 
flesh to dwell among us. By his saving mission, 
Jesus, the image of the Invisible God, came to 
reconcile us to one another and to the Father. 
He did this by offering his life for us, conquer-
ing death and rising victorious over sin and its 
consequences. He sent his Holy Spirit to con-
tinue his saving mission in the world through 
the Church. He is the Lord of life.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

What might the new year bring?

God, 
our Father and Creator, 

be with us in our schools.
Help us to treasure your 
gift of life and treat one 

another with care. 
Guide our administrators, 

teachers, parents, staff and 
students to recognize you 

in all people. 
Help all of us to grow in 

faith and love. 
Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Jan. 25 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
Jan. 25 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
Jan. 25 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 26 – School Mass for All Saints School, 8:15 a.m., St. Mark the Evangelist, Norman
Jan. 26 – Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
Jan. 27 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
Jan. 27 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Board of Directors meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
Jan. 27 – Annual Catholic Appeal Mass and reception, 6 p.m., St. John the Baptist, Edmond
Jan. 28 – Annual Catholic Appeal Mass and reception, 6 p.m., Blessed Sacrament, Lawton
Jan. 29 – TET Mass and celebration, 10 a.m., St. Andrew Dung-Lac, OKC
Jan. 30 – TET Mass and celebration, 11:45 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
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Pilgrim Center update

As we begin the new year, con-
struction crews are working on the 
foundation of the shrine’s Museum 
and Pilgrim Center. Pilgrims from all 
over the world will start their visit to 
the shrine in the Pilgrim Center where 
they will learn about Blessed Stan-
ley’s days on the farm, at seminary, 
his martyrdom and the churches he 
served in Guatemala. The museum 
also will serve as a storm shelter. 

The Pilgrim Center will include an 
auditorium, a gift shop with Rosaries, 
medals, religious art and theological 
books, and the administrative offices. 
Please continue praying for the safety 
of construction crews. 

Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us! 

Rother shrine update

continued from page 1

n Saturday, 
Jan. 22
n 10:30 a.m.
n Oklahoma
 State Capitol, 
2300 N. Lincoln 
Ave.
n Parking north side of capitol in state agency lots; 
follow signs
n Speakers Tulsa Bishop David Konderla, Todd   
Fisher, Rocio Montes, U.S. Sen. James Lankford
n Families, student and parish groups, all faiths 
welcome
n Two-mile march begins at state capitol; ends 
Midtown
n Shuttles available at start, middle, end of march
n Police escort for traffic safety
n Vendors on site
n Signs available for march
n archokc.org/marchforlife

OklahOma march fOr life 
2022U.S. Sen. James Lankford.

The walk will begin on the north 
side of the state capitol and move 
south, ending in Midtown. Maps 
will be distributed at the event. 
Shuttles will be located at the 
beginning, middle and end of the 
march route, and signs are avail-
able.

 “This will be an important day 
in our efforts to promote life in 
Oklahoma. I invite all people of 
faith to join in prayer for the first 
Oklahoma March for Life,” Arch-
bishop Coakley said.

In his latest column in this issue 
of the Sooner Catholic, Archbishop 
Coakley wrote, “Since the 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision, the abortion 
of unborn children in the United 
States has been legal with few 
limitations up to the very moment 
of birth. In terms of loss of life, 
alone, the consequences of Roe v. 
Wade have been devastating. More 
than 60,000,000 children have 
been killed through surgical abor-
tions in the United States, and an 
unknown number have been lost 
through pharmaceutical abortion 
procedures. 

What an unimaginable impov-
erishment of the human family to 
lose so many lives and so much 

human potential! Additionally, the 
very real emotional and spiritual 
impact on women and families 
affected by abortion can never be 
calculated. Abortion always is a 
tragedy, for both the child and the 
mother. We have an obligation to 
support and accompany both.

While abortion is certainly not 
the only life issue about which 
we are concerned, it remains the 
pre-eminent human rights and 
justice issue for Catholics. It is 
an egregious assault on human 
dignity because it attacks the most 
innocent and vulnerable among 
us. Without a right to life all other 
rights are built on sand. 

Now is the time for us to pray 
ardently for our Supreme Court 
justices, and for each of us to re-
commit ourselves to the protection 
and promotion of every human life 
from conception to natural death, 
for mother and child, for families, 
for the condemned and the in-
carcerated, the trafficked and the 
immigrant, the aged and aban-
doned.”

To learn more about the Okla-
homa March for Life and how to 
participate, visit archokc.org/
marchforlife. 

Faith leaders launch first Oklahoma March For Life
Jan. 22 Oklahoma State Capitol
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Born in Hull, Yorkshire, England, in 1905, 
Alexander Andrews came to Oklahoma, 
leaving one mission field for another. 

Ordained in 1933 as a missionary for the Mill 
Hill Fathers, he was serving in Punjab, India, at 
the outbreak of the Second World War. Feeling 
duty bound, Father Andrews joined the British 
Army as a chaplain in 1940. He spent the war 
in Burma and when the United States became a 
participant, helped their troops as a translator.

Following his meritorious service in the Chi-
na-Burma-India theater of operations, he re-
turned to England, and upon his discharge in 
1947, began teaching at a boys’ college in his 
native Hull. This was however, hardly fulfilling. 

Ill-health had plagued him for a number of 
years, and he sought a warmer climate due to 
doctor’s orders. Why he chose Oklahoma is not 
documented. However, there were two priests 
from the UK serving in the state (Fathers Duffy 
and Loftis) and both participated in his Requiem 
Mass. It is not difficult to ascertain that they 
must have been some influence in his choice to 
come to serve in Oklahoma.

He was put to work immediately upon his ar-
rival in 1949 and was assigned as an assistant 
in Chickasha. The following June he became 
pastor of Ardmore. From all accounts he was an 
excellent speaker and well-liked by his parishio-

ners. In need of a housekeeper, he sent for 
his widowed sister and her two children 

to come to Ardmore from England. One 
of these children, Bernard Jewitt, was 
later ordained a priest for Oklahoma 

and spent 
most of his 
priestly 
life in the 
Diocese of 
Tulsa.

Father 
Andrews’ 
legacy was 
overseeing 
the build-
ing of the 
Church 
of Saint 
Mary. 
On Dec. 
8, 1951, 
Bishop Mc-
Guinness 
dedicated 
the new 
building 
under the 
title of Saint Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary. He 
also built the church in Sulphur. Tragically, he 
died of cancer the day it was dedicated in 1954.

This courageous soul led an exemplary priestly 
life by his service as a missionary in India and 
Burma as well as providing spiritual guidance 
to men in combat. Coming to Oklahoma, he 
brought his experience and talent to a different 
kind of mission territory. Admired and beloved, 
his scant five years in the diocese were filled 
with accomplishment and satisfaction.  

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Official Assignment
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Assignments were effective on Dec. 10, 2021

Resigned – Dean 
of Central South 
Deanery

Rev. Joseph 
A. Jacobi

Appointed – Dean 
of Central South 
Deanery

Very Rev. Timothy 
M. Fuller

Fr. Alexander Andrews 

Mount St. Mary Catholic High School board 
accepts resignation of principal

The Board of Trustees for 
Mount Saint Mary Catholic High 
School accepted the resignation 
of the school’s principal effective 
Dec. 29. Director of Admissions 
Diane Floyd, Ed.D., is serving as 
interim principal.

Principal Talita DeNegri re-
signed after an independent 
investigation revealed The Mount 
administrative leadership failed 
to take action in response to 
reported allegations of sexual 

harassment and assault by stu-
dents against other students. 

All findings from the investi-
gation have been turned over to 
the Oklahoma City Police De-
partment. Board Chairman Dan 
Carsey said the board is engag-
ing professional resources to re-
view policies and procedures and 
ongoing training will take place 
for faculty, staff and students. 

Carsey said the board antici-
pates beginning a search for the 

new principal immediately with 
the intended start date of July 1.

Mount Saint Mary Catholic 
High School is co-sponsored by 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Institute of the Sis-
ters of Mercy of the Americas. 

For information on the safe en-
vironment protocol and mandato-
ry reporting requirements for the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
and the State of Oklahoma, visit 
archokc.org/safe-environment.
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Largest fundraising campaign in Mercy history 
complete for Love Family Women’s Center 

Mercy Health Foundation 
reached its $40 million fund-
raising goal for the Love Family 
Women’s Center thanks to an 
early Christmas donation 

from a generous local family. Mark Dav-
enport and his mother, Pat, together gave 
$1.5 million to close out the two-year cam-
paign for the women’s center project, the 
largest fundraising goal in Mercy’s nearly 
200-year history. 

Over the past 10 years, Mercy has seen 
a 34 percent increase in childbirths. The 
hospital, built in the 1970s, was designed 
to accommodate up to 3,000 births an-
nually, but the hospital makes room for 
nearly 4,000 births per year. In the past 
six months, Mercy Hospital Oklahoma 
City has seen an additional 217 births 
compared to the same time period in 
2020. 

The new 175,000-square-foot women’s 
center will have 30 additional patient 
rooms, increasing the capacity for deliver-
ies by 40 percent.

Campaign co-chairs Judy Love and 
Cathy Keating led the way in raising more 
than $30 million from Oklahoma families 
and businesses to complete the campaign.

The Tom and Judy Love family, for whom the 
center is named, gave a $10 million lead do-
nation to kick off the project. The Sunderland 

Foundation of Kansas, the only out of state 
donor, gave $7.5 million. 

The Love Family Women’s Center will be a 
four-story building on the campus of Mer-

cy Hospital Oklahoma City. It will feature an 
obstetrics emergency department staffed by ob-
stetricians and the state’s only hospital-based 
low intervention birthing center. The unit will 

be run by accredited midwives who are also 
registered nurses in collaboration with obstetri-
cians. 

The first floor of the building will have a 
caesarean section 
unit with three 
suites that connect 
to the hospital via 
the existing hospi-
tal surgery suite. 
This strategic design 
allows for quick, safe 
access to additional 
services if medical 
emergencies occur 
during delivery. The 
second floor will 
house all labor and 
delivery suites and 
an antepartum unit. 
Postpartum rooms 
will be on the third 
floor of the facility 
that will connect 
to the hospital via 
a skybridge, giving 
mothers of babies 
needing a higher lev-

el of care direct elevator access to the neonatal 
intensive care unit on the fifth floor.

Construction is expected to be completed in 
fall 2023.

Love Family Women’s Center rendering. Photo provided.

Archdiocesan evangelization director 
wins national award

WASHINGTON D.C. – The 
National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry to recognize seven 
individuals and one organization 
for their significant and outstand-

ing contribu-
tions to the 
field of Cath-
olic youth 
ministry at 
an online 
awards cere-
mony Feb. 9.

Among 
the award 
recipients 
will be Jim 
Beckman, 
executive di-
rector of the 

Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis for the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

The National Catholic Youth 
Ministry Awards ceremony co-
incides with the annual mem-
bership meeting for the National 
Federation for Catholic Youth 
Ministry. The awards are divided 
into the following categories:

The Saint Katharine Drexel 
Pathway Award, recognizing dioc-
esan-level initiatives, goes to:

- Claire McManus (Diocese of 
Fall River)

- Robert “Bob” Perron (Diocese 
of Orlando)

The Saint John Bosco Accom-
paniment Award, recognizing an 
individual, apostolate, or 

organization on the national or 
regional level, goes to:

- The Knights of Peter Claver 
and Ladies Auxiliary (New Orle-
ans, La.)

- Deacon Jerry White (Catholic 
Diocese of Charleston, SC)

- Juan Carlos Montenegro 
(Salesianas of Don Bosco, Los An-
geles, Calif.)

- Jim Beckman (Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City)

The Saint John Paul II Parish 
Leadership Award, recognizing 
innovative outreach at the parish 
level, goes to:

- Patrick Sprankle (St. Louis 
Church, Clarksville, Md.)

- Amy Nash (St. Luke Parish, 
Archdiocese of Seattle)

Jim Beckman, 
Executive Director 
of the Secretariat 
for Evangelization 

and Catechesis

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and 
St. Gregory’s Abbey have 
launched the Oklahoma Catholic 
Native Schools Project to better 
understand the history, educa-
tional value and experiences of 
native students in Oklahoma 
Catholic boarding schools from 
1880 to 1965. To contribute 
documents, photographs or an 
oral history to the project, e-mail 
info@oknativeschoolsproject.org. 
Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.
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Parishioners at Bl. 
Sacrament Catholic 
Church in Lawton  
celebrated Las Posadas 
on Dec.19. They sang 
Christmas songs in 
English and Spanish. 
The kids broke pinatas 
and a meal was served. 
Photos Jolene Schon-
chin/Sooner Catholic.
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A Catholic homeschool group held their Advent party in December 
with Fr. John Paul Lewis at Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church in 
Lawton. Photos provided.

a To send 
photos, event 
information or 
story ideas, e-mail 
communications@
archokc.org.

a To begin or 
change a print or 
digital subscription 
to the Sooner 
Catholic visit 
soonercatholic.org.
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www.ewgc.org | (660) 944-2987 | ewgc@conception.edu 

Join us for an Encounter With God’s Call Weekend
Encounter With God’s Call at Conception Seminary College is an opportunity to discern the call to 
priesthood and learn about college seminary life. Throughout the weekend, we pray, meet, and relax 
with seminarians and other young men discerning the priesthood. Together we all seek to listen for 
God’s voice and our call.

Spring 2022 | Feb. 26–28 
Fall 2022 | Nov. 12–14

WITH GOD’S CALL
ENCOUNTER

FREE OF 
CHARGE

Contact Fr. John Herrera 
(405) 709-2758

Men's Evening of
Recollection

offered by the 
Prelature of Opus Dei

 

Feb 24, 2022 • 6:30 p.m.

Catholic Pastoral Center Chapel

7501 Northwest Expy, OKC, OK 73132

 

6 :30  -  C O N F E S S I O N  B E G I N S *

7 :00  -  M E D I T A T I O N  L E D  B Y  T H E  P R I E S T

8 :00  -  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  C O N S C I E N C E  /  Q U I E T  P R A Y E R

8 :30  -  T A L K  G I V E N  B Y  T H E  L A Y M A N

9 :00  -  M E D I T A T I O N  L E D  B Y  T H E  P R I E S T  /  B E N E D I C T I O N    

9 :30  -  F E L L O W S H I P  /  R E F R E S H M E N T S

*Confession available throughout the evening except when the priest is leading

The archdiocesan Marriage and 
Family Life Office and the Office of 
Children’s Evangelism and Disci-
pleship 
recently 

hosted “Altogether 
Lovely,” a bilingual 
program for moth-
ers and daughters 
geared toward opening 
conversations about 
all things truth and 
beauty as well as the 
physical changes that 
girls will experience 
as they become young 
women. 

The event, which was 
held at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, was 
a follow-up to the first 
“Wonderfully Made” 
program held this past 
fall for young women 
ages 12 and up and 
their mothers. The 
latest program was 
adjusted for girls ages 
8-12.

“Altogether Lovely” 
included games, tea 
party-style treats, teen 

witnesses on friendship and faith, and talks 
on theology and the biology of puberty. Three 
local Catholic doctors: Dr. Alyssa Penick and 

Dr. Lauren Fehr from Saint Anthony Family 
Medicine, and Dr. Alejandra de Santiago, who 
practices medicine in Anadarko, gave the biolo-

gy presentation. 
They discussed the 

changes girls will be 
experiencing in the 
next few years and 
gave advice for moth-
ers to model positive 
body image. They told 
the girls how import-
ant it is to have good 
hygiene and healthy 
habits. 

Lauren Nelson from 
“Gathering Manna” 
and Lisa Carrasco 
from the Office of 
Marriage and Family 
Life gave presenta-
tions on beauty and 
truth. 

Nelson presented in 
English and Carras-
co in Spanish. They 
shared with the girls 
that everyone has an 
eternal soul; that 

Mothers, daughters learn 
“spiritual beauty lasts forever”

Mothers and daughters throughout the archdiocese attended “Altogether Lovely” on Jan. 8 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in Oklahoma City. Photos provided.

continued on 
page 8
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Sr. Marie Malachy 
Griffin, O.P.

Sr. Marie Malachy Griffin, O.P.
Sister Marie Malachy Grif-

fin, O.P., died Dec. 10 at Saint 
Dominic Villa, Hazel Green, 
Wis. The funeral Mass was held 
at the Dominican motherhouse 
Dec. 21, followed by burial in 
the Motherhouse Cemetery.

Sister Marie Malachy was 
born July 7, 1939, in Oak Park, 
Ill., the daughter of James and 
Grace (Cusack) Griffin. 

Sister Marie Malachy made 
her first profession as a Domin-
ican Sister of Sinsinawa Aug. 5, 
1961, and her perpetual profes-
sion Aug. 5, 1966. She taught 
for 15 years and was principal 
for six years before she served 
as campus minister for 26 
years. Sister Marie Malachy was 

creative, loyal 
to family and 
friends, and 
hospitable 
to everyone. 
She used 
her sense 
of humor to 
put people 
at ease. She 
served in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Oklahoma and Texas. 

In the Archdiocese of Oklaho-
ma City, she taught at Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic School 
in Kingfisher from 1970-1971, 
and Rosary Catholic School 
in Oklahoma City from 1971-
1977, where she also served as 
principal from 1977-1983.

physical beauty may fade, but spiritual beauty 
lasts forever.

They also spoke about how feelings can come 
and go, so people shouldn’t always act on those 
feelings, especially without taking time to ask, 
“What is true?” in a situation. 

Isabella Godinez and Rebekah Cleary shared 
with the girls how important it is to let God 
define who they are – not the pressure from the 

world, social media or boys – and to put him 
first in their lives because he loves them so 
much. 

Rachel Jackson and Alejandra Godinez talk-
ed about how important it is to have a few good 
friends who will lead them to holiness. Jackson 
explained that a good rule is to say two positive 
things right away and challenge friends to do 
the same. Godinez said sometimes it’s good to 

walk away from friends who are leading them 
away from God, but still pray for them. 

At the end of the program, the mothers and 
daughters prayed together. 

The next program for mothers and daughters 
will be for girls ages 12 and older on Aug. 13 at 
Saint Mark Catholic Church in Norman. 

To stay updated on such events, e-mail No-
elle McHugh at nmchugh@archokc.org.

continued from page 7

Isabella Godinez spoke at “Altogether Lovely” on 
Jan. 8 at the Catholic Pastoral Center in Okla-
homa City. Photos provided.
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St. Joseph 
Catholic School 
PreK – 5th Grade 

110 N. Madison St. 
Enid 73701 

(580) 242-4449 
stjosephschoolenid.com 

Holy Trinity 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

211 W. Missouri 
Okarche 73762 
(405) 263-4422 
holytrinityok.org

Sacred Heart 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 6th Grade 
210 S. Evans Ave. 

El Reno 73036 
(405) 262-2284 

sacredheartelreno.com 

St. John Nepomuk 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

600 S. Garth Brooks Blvd. 
Yukon 73099 

(405) 354-2509 
sjnok.org/school 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 
925 S. Boulevard 
Edmond 73083 
(405) 348-5364 

stelizabethedmond.org

All Saints 
Catholic School 
PreK – 8th Grade 

4001 36 Ave. N.W. 
Norman 73072 
(405) 447-4600 

allsaintsnorman.org

St. Philip Neri 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1121 Felix Place 
Midwest City 73110 

(405) 737-4496 
stphilipnerischool.com

St. Mary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

415 S. 7 
Ponca City 74601 
(580) 765-4387 

stmaryspsok.com  

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
5000 N. Grove Ave. 

OKC 73122 
(405) 789-0224 
stcharlesokc.net

Rosary 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1919 N.W. 18 
OKC 73106 

(405) 525-9272 
rosaryschool.com 

Mount St. Mary 
Catholic High School 

2801 S. Shartel Ave. 
OKC 73109 

(405) 631-8865 
mountstmary.org 

Cristo Rey OKC 
Catholic High School 

900 N. Portland Ave. 
OKC 73107 

(405) 945-9100
cristoreyokc.org 

Bishop John Carroll 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1100 N.W. 32 
OKC 73118 

(405) 525-0956  
bjccs.org 

Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic High School 

801 N.W. 50 
OKC 73118 

(405) 842-6638 
bmchs.org 

Sacred Heart 
Catholic School 
PreK-4 – 8th Grade 
2700 S. Shartel Ave. 

OKC 73109 
(405) 634-5673 

sacredheartokc.org 

Saint James the Greater 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 

1224 S.W. 41
OKC 73109 

(405) 636-6810 
stjamesokc.com 

Good Shepherd 
Catholic School 

For children with autism 
spectrum disorders, 

neurological disorders 
13404 N. Meridian Ave. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 752-2264 

Christ the King 
Catholic School 
PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
1905 Elmhurst Ave. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 843-3909 
ckschool.com

Catholic School 
of St. Eugene 

PreK-3 – 8th Grade 
2400 W. Hefner Rd. 

OKC 73120 
(405) 751-0067 

steugeneschool.org 

“Mrs. Schuler, when is the week of fun going to 
happen? It’s my favorite week and I have all of my 
days planned.” 

I still remember a darling little second grader, Lilly, 
asking me that question one day after Christmas 
break while walking through the halls of the elemen-
tary school that I served at as principal 
years ago. Her giddiness and excite-
ment shown with her facial expressions 
still make me chuckle to this day. She 
did not disappoint; her plans were fab-
ulous! 

What she was eagerly anticipating 
was National Catholic Schools Week. 
National Catholic Schools Week is the 
annual celebration of Catholic educa-
tion in the United States. It starts the 
last Sunday in January and runs all 
week, which in 2022 is Jan. 30 – Feb. 5. 

Wonderful school traditions as well as newly 
sparked ideas surround these celebrations and create 
memories for students to carry with them for years to 
come. 

A Catholic education is a wonderful gift for students 

and during this week they are able to focus on this 
gift and celebrate by showing what they have learned 
about God’s love for them individually, how to love 
others through servant-minded leadership, Catholic 
social teachings through action, academic achieve-
ment, sports achievement, friendship and why follow-

ing the way of Christ is the 
basis for it all. 

At each school, students 
share this with parents, 
faculty, parishioners and 
the community in their own 
unique ways. The theme for 
National Catholic Schools 
Week 2022 is “Catholic 
Schools: Faith. Excellence. 
Service.”  

These past two years of the 
pandemic have tested us in so many ways, and it also 
has shown the admirable resilience and pure love of 
more than 600 talented parish and school admin-
istrators, faculty, staff, volunteers and the roughly 
10,000 parents who have dedicated themselves to 
the spiritual and academic formation of nearly 5,000 

students by choosing Catholic education. 
The many sacrifices made by all of these people to 

ensure this school year could happen, in person, for 
the students is a testament to their wonderful spirit 
and the thriving Catholic community in which we be-
long. This is no small feat and serves as a wonderful 
example. God is good, thank you! 

We invite you to learn more about our wonderful 
schools and faith-filled communities! For more infor-
mation about enrolling your child in an Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City Catholic school, call or visit the 
school of your choice. Find more information in this 
issue of the Sooner Catholic and online at archokc.
org/schools.

Sincerely,

Lara Schuler, M.S.Ed
Director of Catholic Education
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

A message from the Director of Catholic Education

Lara Schuler 
Director of Catholic 

Education

Contact school for Open House information



Darlene Marquez made the 
decision to send her four chil-
dren to Catholic schools based on 
the strong sense of stability that 
only could be found in a Catholic 
school community. 

“I know there is one thing that 
is true, good and beautiful and 
that is our Church,” she said. 

For Marquez, the desire to sur-
round her children with a family 
and provide a solid foundation 
they could rely on was the cata-
lyst for her decision. 

“There was no question,” she 
said. “This is our home.”

One of the hallmarks of Catholic 
schools is the propensity to see 
multiple generations of students, 
and the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is no exception. 

Laura and Jeremy Webb’s three 
children Eli, Margo and Elaine 
are third-generation students at 
Catholic schools in Oklahoma 
City. Both Laura Webb and her 
mother, Mari Imel, attended as 
well.

“It was fun growing up sur-
rounded by my sisters and tons of 
cousins,” Webb recalled.

“We were taught by religious 
sisters and lay teachers. I have 
fond memories of priests and 
seminarians having lunch with us 
in our cafeteria as the teachers 

sat at the head table and vol-
unteer mothers walked around 
making sure we drank all of our 
milk prior to recess. Fridays were 
always a special treat as we got 
chocolate milk (except during 
Lent)!”

Webb explained her family is 
not the only multi-generation 
family from their school. 

“Many of my children’s friends 
have parents that were in my 
grade or the grade of one of my 
sisters. Some of their parents 
even attended with my mother,” 
Webb said. 

“I don’t think I thought much 
of how lucky I was at the time, 
attending Catholic schools was all 
I knew. I’m sure I took for granted 
weekly Mass, school day reconcil-
iation, visits to the church to pray 
for the souls in purgatory, school-
wide rosaries, etc.”

It was during her time as a 
student at a Catholic high school 
that Laura met her future hus-
band, Jeremy, and began to 
recognize the value of the educa-
tion she had been so privileged to 
receive. 

“It was perhaps when I got 
engaged to Jeremy and we spoke 
with Father Joe Ross about how 
we planned to raise our future 
children, that I realized how 
important it was that our chil-
dren, too, were raised not only in 
a Catholic home, but in Catholic 

schools,” Webb explained.
To learn more about Catholic 

schools, scholarships and open 

houses, visit archokc.org/schools.
Sally Linhart is freelance writer 

for the Sooner Catholic.
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THIS YEAR YOU GAVE OVER

  $1.2 MILLION$1.2 MILLION  
IN SCHOLARSHIPS TO HELP STUDENTS
RECEIVE A CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

TCSOK.ORG

416416
STUDENTS
BENEFITED

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM

continued from page 1

a dozen reasons
to choose Catholic Schools

1

We offer an 
education that 
combines Catholic 
faith and teachings 
with academic 
excellence.

2

We partner with 
parents in the 
faith formation of 
their children.

3
4

5

We set high 
standards 
for student 
achievement 
and help them 
succeed.

We provide 
a balanced 
academic 
curriculum that 
integrates faith, 
culture and life.

We use technology 
effectively 
to enhance 
education.

67
8

9

We instill in 
students the 
value of service 
to others.

We teach 
children respect 
of self and 
others.

We emphasize 
moral development 
and self-discipline.

We prepare 
students to 
be productive 
citizens and 
future leaders.

10
11

12
We have a 
99 percent 
high school 
graduation 
rate. 85 percent 
of our graduates 
go to college.

We cultivate a 
faculty and staff 
of people who are 
dedicated, caring 
and effective.

We provide 
a safe and 
welcoming 
environment 
for all.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

NCEA.org/csw

Third-generation Catholic school students Margo, Elaine and Eli Webb. Photo 
provided.

archokc.org/schools

Name: Tara Albert

School: Sacred Heart Catholic 
School, Oklahoma City

Website: sacredheartokc.org/
school

Why is Catholic education 
important? 

Catholic schools are a wonder-
ful place to nurture children in 
their academic development and 
faith. Our schools provide our 
students with the opportunities 
to serve one another and display 
God’s unconditional love to oth-
ers. Catholic schools are one of 
the few places where we get the 
opportunity for excellent aca-
demics and to evangelize God’s 
word daily, providing a solid 
foundation for lifelong Catholics.

What are some of your goals 
as a new principal? 

I am a product of Catholic 
schools in the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. I have very fond 
memories, lasting friendships 
and a strong Catholic founda-

tion resulting from my time at 
Christ the King and Bishop Mc-
Guinness. My goal 
is that students 
of Sacred Heart 
graduate from this 
school with the 
same, and to help 
strengthen and 
fortify its presence 
to continue to 
serve the children 
of this community 
for another 100 
years. 

What is your 
favorite part of 
being an educa-
tor?

I have been 
in education for 
more than 22 
years in elemen-
tary through 
high school. My favorite part 
of teaching is the relationships 
you develop with your students. 
It is so rewarding to celebrate 
their successes and cheer them 
on. I love keeping in touch with 
former students as they further 

their education in college, start 
their careers and watch them 

start families of 
their own. I am 
so proud to have 
been a part of 
their journey.

What is your 
favorite way 
to spend time 
away from 
school?

I love recon-
necting with 
friends and fam-
ily when I am 
not at school. 
I also like to 
spend as much 
time as possible 
with my kids. 
My daughter is 
getting ready to 
move across the 

country for her job, and my son 
is a sophomore at the University 
of Oklahoma. They are extreme-
ly busy so any moments I have 
with them are precious. I also 
enjoy working on my house and 
gardening in my spare time.
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Tara Albert, principal, at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
School, Oklahoma City

Q&A with Sacred Heart’s 
new principal

Enrollment
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School in Oklahoma City is 
offering a mid-year enrollment 
opportunity to parish families 
at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. There are 
openings in PreK-4, 2nd grade, 
3rd grade, 6th grade, 7th grade 
and 8th grade. Contact Prin-
cipal Tim McFadden at (405) 
525-0956 or principal@bjccs.
org. Visit bjccs.org.

Alumni adviser - OKC 
Cristo Rey OKC Catho-

lic High School is seeking 
an alumni adviser to guide 
and support students to and 
through college. Bachelor’s de-
gree required; three plus years 
of experience in college or high 
school advising with students 
of limited economic means, 
underrepresented students, 
first generation students and 
their families; basic Microsoft 
Office skills. Apply at   
cristoreyokc.org/careers.

Substitute teachers – OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic 

High School is seeking long-
term substitute teachers for 
theology classes. Candidates 
must be a practicing Catholic; 
a background in youth minis-
try is preferred. Send resume 
and inquiries to bbasler@
mountstmary.org.

Mother’s Day Out teachers - 
OKC

Christ the King Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma City has 
immediate openings for part-
time teachers in the Mother’s 
Day Out program. Looking for 
kind, compassionate, energetic 
and patient people. The posi-
tion is Monday and Wednes-
day during school hours with 
an occasional evening or 
weekend Mass obligation as 
well. Contact Margaret Tunell 
at Margaret@ckokc.org.

After school care - Edmond
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Catholic School is seeking 
part-time employees for the 
After School Care program. 
Hours are 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Monday-Friday during the 
school year. Contact Kailee 
Zehrung, After School director, 
at (405) 348-5364, kzehrung@
seasok.org.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Cook – OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking a full-time experienced 
cook to work a flexible schedule 
that requires evening and weekend 
work. Minimum of two years’ ex-
perience in food service. Catering 
experience preferred. Send resume 
to mmills@archokc.org. Applica-
tions are available during regular 
business hours at the CPC, 7501 
Northwest Expressway, Oklahoma 
City.

Director of development - Shrine
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a director of development 
for all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations. The director will 
organize and manage all fundrais-
ing programs and services for the 
shrine, including direct mail, gift 
cultivation and solicitation, annual 
appeals, donor events, database 
management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for spe-
cial projects and programs of the 
shrine as well as create annual 
calendar of development initia-
tives. Bachelor’s degree (master’s 
or MBA preferred) in business/
management or another relevant 
field or possess general manage-
ment experience in a comparable 
position a must; a minimum five 
years of development experience; 
and be a practicing Catholic in 
good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
Shrine 

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of com-
munications to oversee all aspects 
of communication, media relations 
and promotion of the shrine. The 
director must have a desire to pro-
mote the Church’s work of evange-
lization and to promote knowledge 
of and devotion to Bl. Stanley. 
Three to five years of experience 
in public relations, journalism or 
marketing; bachelor’s degree in 
related field; practicing Catholic in 
good standing; bilingual desired 
but not required. Background 
check and safe environment 
training required. Learn more at 
rothershrine.org. Send resume and 
cover letter to Rhonda McMillin at 
rmcmillin@archokc.org. 

Tax Credit Scholarship program 
director – OKC

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director for the 
Tax Credit Scholarship program 
to plan, manage and implement 
cultivation, solicitation and stew-
ardship activities. Candidate 
should enjoy a diverse range of 
responsibilities, a fast-paced office 
and have a flexible demeanor. 
Candidate should be calm under 

pressure, have excellent written 
and oral communication skills and 
be comfortable calling and meeting 
with people and asking for gifts to 
support Catholic ministries. Send 
resume to mmills@archokc.org.     

Pilgrimage director - Shrine
The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 

seeking a pilgrimage director to co-
ordinate pilgrimages and religious 
events at the shrine. The pilgrim-
age director will manage and orga-
nize shrine pilgrimages, including 
scheduling Masses, tours and 
special events, and train staff and 
volunteers. Coordinate outreach 
and promotion of shrine pilgrimag-
es in dioceses, churches, schools, 
conferences and events. Have a de-
sire to promote the Church’s work 
of evangelization and promote 
knowledge of and devotion to Bl. 
Stanley Rother. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an administrative assis-
tant in the Secretariat for Divine 
Worship to organize and coor-
dinate archdiocesan liturgical 
events, retreats and workshops 
and assist the director with on-
going formation and growth of 
liturgical ministries as well as 
provide liturgical resources to be 
used in parishes. Catholic in good 
standing who is knowledgeable in 
liturgy. Independently manage a 
wide range of administrative tasks. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Catholic educa-
tion: curriculum, instruction – 
OKC

The Office of Catholic Schools 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
Catholic education with a focus 
on curriculum and instruction to 
provide guidance, direction and 
leadership to school administra-
tors and faculty. Oversee imple-
mentation of a clearly articulated 
curriculum aligned with relevant 
standards and Gospel values; 
provide programs and services 
aligned with the mission to enrich 
academic programs and support 
the development of student and 
family life; assist principals by re-
sponding to issues, problems and 
concerns at school sites. Masters’ 
degree in education, educational 
administration and supervision or 
a related field a must; at least five 
years of experience in Catholic 
school leadership preferred; prac-
ticing Catholic good standing, and 
committed to Catholic identity 
and mission of Catholic schools. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
mmills@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Catholic 
education: operations – OKC

The Office of Catholic Schools in 
the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a coordinator of Catholic 
education with a focus on opera-
tions to develop, execute and su-

pervise the formation of teachers 
and students as well as manage 
all aspects of curriculum develop-
ment; facilitate ongoing training 
for school leaders and administra-
tive staff with focus on leadership, 
staff management, strategic plan-
ning, policy and procedural im-
plementation, and finance issues; 
assist principals by responding 
to issues, problems and concerns 
at school sites. Masters’ degree in 
education, educational administra-
tion and supervision or a related 
field a must; at least five years ex-
perience in Catholic school leader-
ship preferred; practicing Catholic 
in good standing, and committed 
to Catholic identity and mission of 
Catholic schools. Send resume and 
cover letter to mmills@archokc.org.

Accreditation manager - OKC
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking an accreditation 
manager to be part of the Catholic 
Schools Office in the Secretar-
iat for Evangelization and Cat-
echesis. This will be a part-time 
position (approximately 20 hours 
per week), which supports the 
mission and vision of the Catholic 
Schools Office by providing guid-
ance, direction and leadership to 
school administrators and faculty 
through the accreditation pro-
cess. Will serve as the coordinator 
for all activities of the Oklahoma 
Conference of Catholic Schools 
Accrediting Association (OCCSAA) 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City and the Diocese of Tulsa. The 
successful candidate will possess 
knowledge of Oklahoma school law 
and the policies and practices of 
the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. Familiarity with school 
law in general required. Send re-
sume and cover letter to mmills@
archokc.org. 

Social services case manager – 
OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a social services case manager 
level II (temporary) to assist clients 
through social services programs; 
work across multiple departments 
in remote locations including Law-
ton, Ardmore or Woodward; iden-
tify needs and develop a plan to 
address those needs; and provide 
resources and referrals. Monday 
– Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Flexi-
bility required. High school diplo-
ma or GED; bachelor’s degree in 
social work or related field pre-
ferred; three years of experience in 
case management or community 
action; fluency in Spanish and En-
glish preferred. Send cover letter 
and resume to Christy Knotts at 
cknotts@ccaokc.org.

Immigration attorney - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary immigration attor-
ney to provide high-quality legal 
services to low-income individuals 
and is primarily responsible for 
assessing individuals’ eligibility 

for immigration relief and repre-
senting individuals before USCIS 
and immigration court. Must be 
a member in good standing of 
the bar of any state; fluent in the 
reading, writing and speaking of 
Spanish; one to two years of immi-
gration law experience preferred, 
but willing to train. Send cover 
letter with resume to Kenia Castil-
lo kcastillo@ccaokc.org.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Internship – Norman
The Peace and Justice Group 

at St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Norman is offering a Care of 
Creation Internship for someone 
to share their commitment to 
stewardship and sustainability. 
Internship can be concurrent with 
school courses and often eligible 
for course credit; $500 stipend 
available toward one internship’ 
must be 18 years or older and 
have a connection to Norman, 
Okla. Service hours also available 
if not interested in an internship. 
Contact (405) 226-6387; Olivia.
biddick@gmail.com. Apply by Feb. 
15; https://forms.gle/  
h6Q3xrh9dnF4MHRP7.  

Math, science teacher – Edmond
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School is seeking a middle 
school math/science teacher to 
complete the 2021-2022 school 
year. Must be degreed and certi-
fied in math and/or science. Send 
cover letter and resume to Princi-
pal Laura Cain at lcain@seasok.
org.

Math, theology teacher - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is seeking an interim, part-
time middle school teacher for 6th 
- 8th math (pre-algebra) and 7th 
grade theology. This position will 
be 7:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday Jan. 11 - May 24. 
Responsibilities include imple-
menting prepared lesson plans for 
each class, administering tests, 
grading where applicable and 
supervision of students. Complet-
ed Safe Environment training and 
a working knowledge of middle 
school math are required. Teach-
ing or substitute teaching experi-
ence is preferred, but certification 
is not required. Send resume to 
principal@sjnok.org.

Soccer coach - OKC
Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 

School is seeking a soccer coach 
for their girls’ team. The season 
begins in January and concludes 
at the end of April. Practices will 
be 3-4 days/week after school.  
Driving a van will be necessary for 
away games. Experience is pre-
ferred and a stipend is involved. 
Contact the athletic director at 
jeremy.tilton@cristoreyokc.org.

“What to Say When, The Com-
plete New Guide to Discussing 
Abortion,” co-authored by Shawn 
Carney and Steve Karlen, pro-
vides practical advice for pro-life 
response to many premises of the 
pro-abortion argument. The book 
is designed to educate and equip 
the pro-life reader for “winning” 
the argument of abortion. 

The book begins by describing 
how the “landscape on abortion 
has changed.” According to the 
authors, “Gone are the days of 
abortion being viewed as a matter 
of religion (pro-life) versus freedom 
(pro-choice). It is now an issue of 
science (pro-life) versus emotion 
(pro-choice).” 

It is from this foundation that 

the authors, in Ch. 1, challenge 
pro-lifers to “Go on Offense” when 
abortion comes up in conversa-
tion. The authors suggest the use 
of various questions to “disarm” 
abortion supporters. For example, 
we might ask, “What is an abor-
tion?” or, “Why do you support 
abortion?” 

Ch. 2 provides advice as to 
“What Not to Say” when abortion 
comes up in conversation. The 
authors provide “five points not to 
make,” such as “rape accounts for 
only 1 percent of all abortions” and 
“we believe life begins at concep-
tion.” I found each point relevant 
and found several fresh insights 
that should help steer the conver-
sation in the right direction.

Each of the remaining 10 chap-
ters addresses a particular ques-
tion or topic that may arise when 
there is a conversation on abortion 

and the authors provide their sug-
gestions on “what to say when.” 
Some of the questions and topics 
addressed 
include: 
“my body, 
my choice,” 
“does con-
traception 
reduce 
abortion?” 
and “artificial reproductive tech-
nologies.” One point not ad-
dressed is what resources and 
help are available to a person 
should they choose life.

It is quite clear that Carney 
and Karlen have done an ex-
cellent job of supporting their 
advice and suggested questions 
with sound research and scien-
tific facts. There also is plenty 
of relevant reference of Catholic 
teaching, which ultimately justifies 

making our pro-life argument.
While I found this book inter-

esting and believe it would be an 
excellent resource for anyone in 
attempting to win the argument 

against abortion, 
I find it 
geared 
more to-
ward those 
faced with 
the chal-
lenge of de-
fending the 
right to life 
on a regular 
basis. I also 
believe the 
book would 
be a great 

resource in the local parish library 
for adults.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

January 16, 2022    15Sooner Catholic

The Catholic Difference

The Vatican’s unread newspaper and 
the U.S. bishops

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Book Review: “What to Say When”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

When I began working with some 
regularity in Rome 30 years 
ago, my elders and betters 
taught me that no one paid 

much attention to the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano. 

The exception to that rule was the dai-
ly section with the charming title “Nostre 
Informazioni” (Our Information), in which pa-
pal audiences, episcopal appointments and 
other tidbits of interest to those obsessed 
with Who’s Up and Who’s Down are record-
ed. (The most famous of these nuggets was 
the brief line, “The Rev. Louis Billot, S.J., 
was received in audience today by His Ho-
liness.” Billot had entered a 1927 meeting 
with Pope Pius XI a cardinal and emerged a 
lowly Jesuit priest, the pontiff having blown 
his stack over Billot’s tacit criticism of Pius’s 
smackdown of the extreme right-wing French 
movement, Action Française.)

L’Osservatore Romano has improved its 
appearance over the past three decades, but 
insofar as I can tell, no serious person inside 
or outside the Vatican pays it much atten-
tion. 

The reason why was demonstrated by the 
paper’s Nov. 18 edition. There, on p. 8, we 
find a story about the annual meeting of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, in 
which this sentence appears (I translate from 
the original Italian): “In it (i.e., the bishops’ 
teaching document on the Eucharist) there 
is no mention of the prohibition of commu-
nion to Catholic politicians, nor is there any 
explicit mention of abortion.” 

That is simply not true. The bishops cited 
the Second Vatican Council’s Pastoral Con-
stitution on the Church in the Modern World 
and its description of abortion as an infamy. 
The bishops also cited Pope Francis’s encyc-
lical “Fratelli Tutti,” which sharply criticizes 

treating anyone as “disposable,” including 
“the unborn.” 

As for politicians who facilitate elective 
abortions, the bishops reiterated their teach-
ing in 2006:    

“If a Catholic in his or her personal or pro-
fessional life were knowingly and obstinately 
to reject the defined doctrines of the Church, 
or knowingly and obstinately to repudiate 
her definitive teaching on moral issues … he 
or she would seriously diminish his or her 
communion with the Church. Reception of 
Holy Communion in such a situation would 
not accord with the nature of the Eucha-
ristic celebration, so that he or she should 
refrain.”

Correctly distinguishing between one’s 
subjective moral condition and one’s public 
actions in the matter of receiving Holy Com-
munion, the bishops also cited Saint John 
Paul II’s teaching in the encyclical “Ecclesia 
de Eucharistia:”

“The judgment of one’s state of grace ob-
viously belongs only to the person involved, 
since it is a question of examining one’s 
conscience. However, in cases of outward 
conduct, which is seriously, clearly and 
steadfastly contrary to the moral norm, the 
Church, in her pastoral concern for the good 
order of the community and out of respect 
for the sacrament, cannot fail to feel directly 
involved. The Code of Canon Law refers to 
this situation of a manifest lack of proper 
moral disposition when it states that those 
who ‘obstinately persist in manifest grave 
sin’ are not to be admitted to Eucharistic 
communion.”

Finally, the bishops underscored their own 
responsibility for the Church’s eucharistic 
discipline:

“It is the special responsibility of the dioce-
san bishop to work to remedy situations that 

involve 
public 
actions 
at vari-
ance 
with the 
visible 
commu-
nion of 
the Church and the moral law. Indeed, he 
must guard the integrity of the sacrament, 
the visible communion of the Church, and 
the salvation of souls.”

So, for the sake of L’Osservatore Romano 
correspondent Salvatore Cernuzio, his edi-
tors, and other confused brethren, let’s try 
this one more time: in “The Mystery of the 
Eucharist in the Life of the Church,” adopted 
by a vote of 222 to 8, the U.S. bishops taught 
the following –

1) Facilitating the grave moral evil of abor-
tion is a public act that fractures one’s com-
munion with Christ and estranges one from 
the Church; 

2) Those who are not in full communion 
with the Church because of their public ac-
tions should not present themselves for Holy 
Communion. To present oneself for Holy 
Communion is to state, publicly, that one is 
in full communion with the Church. If that 
is not the case, then the lie of presenting 
oneself for Holy Communion compounds the 
evil of the public acts that estrange one from 
the Church;

3) The bishops have a solemn obligation to 
inform estranged Catholics of their situation 
and work to catechize them in the truth. If 
that catechesis fails and the estranged Cath-
olic obstinately continues to facilitate grave 
evil, then he or she must be told not to pres-
ent himself or herself for Holy Communion. 

Clear enough?
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

¿Qué nos traerá el año nuevo?

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Actualización del Centro 
del Peregrino

Al comenzar el nuevo año, los equipos 
de construcción están trabajando en los 
cimientos del Museo y del Centro de Per-
egrinos del santuario. Peregrinos de todo 
el mundo comenzarán su visita al san-
tuario en el Centro de Peregrinos, donde 
aprenderán sobre los días del Beato 
Stanley en la granja, en el seminario, su 
martirio y las iglesias a las que sirvió en 
Guatemala. El museo también servirá 
como refugio contra tormentas.

El Centro del Peregrino incluirá un 
auditorio, una tienda de regalos con Ro-
sarios, medallas, arte religioso y libros 
teológicos, y las oficinas administrati-
vas. Continúe orando por la seguridad 
de los equipos de construcción. ¡Beato 
Stanley Rother, ruega por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Al comenzar el año, es imposible predecir las 
noticias e historias que impactarán y darán 
forma a nuestras vidas en el 2022. ¿Cuáles 
serán los eventos que afecten nuestras famil-
ias, la Iglesia, nuestra nación o el mundo? 
¿Qué situaciones desafiarán o quizá renovarán 
nuestra fe? 

¿Seguirán los eventos del 2021 impactan-
do nuestras vidas cuando termine este año? 
Probablemente así será. Hemos sido testigos de 
cómo de manera inesperada llegó el COVID-19 
a nuestras vidas en el 2020 y sigue con no-
sotros aun, con efectos y consecuencias devas-
tadoras. 

Hemos sido sorprendidos, quizá, por cómo, 
más allá de sus impactos en la salud, ha 
sacado a la luz conflictos sociales, políticos y 
económicos latentes que no eran reconocidos 
y seguían no resueltos por un largo tiempo. 
Seguimos experimentando los frutos amar-
gos de las injusticias raciales y la intolerancia 
religiosa, la cual aparece de manera violenta 
alrededor del mundo e incluso cerca de nues-
tros propios hogares. 

Hemos visto cómo la migración masiva de 
personas, con frecuencia como resultado de la 
hambruna, la guerra o presiones económicas, 
trae consigo cambios en la complexión y entra-
mado social de naciones y culturas, incluyen-
do la nuestra. La degradación ambiental y su 
impacto en el clima y los pobres está sin duda 
despertando la conciencia de muchos alred-
edor del mundo, especialmente entre lo más 
jóvenes. ¿Qué nos traerá este año? 

Una de las historias que sin duda traerá con-
sigo consecuencias significativas este año, será 
la decisión de la Suprema Corte de Justicia 
sobre el caso Dobbs contra Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization que esperamos se discuta 
en la primavera. Es un caso que ha despertado 
la energía de defensores de la vida como no lo 
había hecho ningún otro caso de la Suprema 
Corte en los últimos 49 años. Si se aprueba, el 
caso Dobbs permitiría a los estados imponer 

limitaciones estrictas sobre el aborto, o inc-
luso hasta tambalear su aprobación como ley 
federal. 

Desde su aprobación en 1973, la decisión de 
Roe contra Wade ha hecho que el aborto en los 
Estados Unidos sea legal casi hasta el momen-
to del nacimiento, con muy pocas limitaciones. 
En términos de la pérdida de vidas solamente, 
las consecuencias de Roe contra Wade han 
sido devastadoras. Más de 60 millones de 
niños han sido asesinados a través de abortos 
quirúrgicos en los Estados Unidos, y un núme-
ro desconocido ha sido abortado por medio de 
procesos farmacéuticos. 

¡Qué nivel de pobreza tan inimaginable de 
la familia humana al haber perdido tantas 
vidas humanas y tanto potencial humano! En 
adición a ello, el impacto emocional y espiri-
tual en las mujeres y familias afectadas por el 
aborto no podrá ser nunca calculado. El aborto 
es siempre una tragedia, tanto para el bebé 
como para la madre. Tenemos la obligación de 
apoyar y acompañar a ambos. 

Aun cuando el aborto ciertamente no es el 
único asunto de defensa de la vida del cual 
preocuparnos, continúa siendo el 
tema pre-eminente de derechos 
humanos y justicia social para los 
católicos. Es un asalto enorme a la 
dignidad humana porque ataca al 
más inocente y vulnerable de todos 
nosotros. Sin el derecho a la vida, 
todos los demás derechos son castil-
los de arena. 

Es momento de orar ardiente-
mente por nuestros magistrados de 
la Suprema Corte, y por cada uno 
de nosotros, para que renovemos 
nuestro compromiso por la pro-
tección y promoción de toda vida 
humana, desde la concepción hasta 
su muerte natural; por las madres 
y sus hijos, por las familias, por los 
condenados y encarcelados, las víc-

timas de tráfico, 
los ancianos y 
abandonados. 

En medio de la 
incertidumbre y la 
confusión en que 
vivimos al prin-
cipio de este año, 
debemos recordar 
que Jesucristo es el mismo ayer, hoy y siempre 
(Hb 13,8). Es el Señor de la historia. Y no está 
lejos de nuestros sufrimientos, esperanzas y 
aspiraciones. 

El tiempo de Navidad que acabamos de ter-
minar proclama que Dios está con nosotros. La 
Palabra se hizo carne para habitar en medio 
de nosotros. Por su misión salvadora, Jesús, la 
imagen invisible de Dios, vino a reconciliarnos 
unos con otros y con el Padre. Lo hizo ofrecien-
do su propia vida por nosotros, conquistando 
la muerte y resucitando victorioso por encima 
del pecado y sus consecuencias. Envió su Es-
píritu Santo para continuar su misión salvífi-
ca en el mundo a través de la Iglesia. Él es el 
Señor de la vida. 
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Nombre: Tara Albert

Escuela: Escuela Católica del  
Sagrado Corazón, Ciudad de  
Oklahoma

Sitio web: sacredheartokc.org/
school

¿Por qué es importante la edu-
cación católica?

Las escuelas católicas son un 
lugar maravilloso para nutrir a los 
niños en su desarrollo académi-
co y en su fe. Nuestras escuelas 
brindan a nuestros estudiantes 
la oportunidad de servirse unos a 
otros y mostrar el amor incondi-
cional de Dios a los demás. Las 
escuelas católicas son uno de los 
pocos lugares donde tenemos la 
oportunidad de obtener excelentes 
resultados académicos y evan-
gelizar la palabra de Dios diaria-
mente, brindando una base sólida 
para los católicos de por vida.

¿Cuáles son algunas de sus me-
tas como nuevo director?

Soy producto de las escuelas 
católicas de la Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City. Tengo muy bue-
nos recuerdos, amistades du-

raderas y una sólida base católica 
como resultado del tiempo que 
estuve en Cristo 
Rey y en Bishop 
McGuinness. 
Mi objetivo es 
que los estudi-
antes del Sagra-
do Corazón se 
gradúen de esta 
escuela de igual 
forma, y   ayu-
dar a fortalecer 
y afianzar su 
presencia para 
seguir sirviendo a 
los niños de esta 
comunidad por 
otros 100 años.

¿Cuál es su 
parte favorita de 
ser educadora?

He estado en la 
rama de edu-
cación por más 
de 22 años desde primaria has-
ta secundaria. Mi parte favorita 
de la enseñanza se base en las 
relaciones que desarrollas con tus 
alumnos. Es muy gratificante cel-
ebrar sus éxitos y animarlos. Me 
encanta mantenerme en contac-

to con exalumnos a medida que 
avanzan en su educación univer-

sitaria, comienzan 
sus carreras y los 
ven formar sus pro-
pias familias. Estoy 
muy orgullosa de 
haber sido parte de 
su viaje.

¿Cuál es su forma 
favorita de pasar el 
tiempo fuera de la 
escuela?

Me encanta 
reconectarme con 
amigos y familiares 
cuando no estoy en 
la escuela. También 
me gusta pasar el 
mayor tiempo posible 
con mis hijos. Mi 
hija se está prepa-
rando para mudaal 
otro lado del país 
por su trabajo, y mi 

hijo está en segundo año en la 
Universidad de Oklahoma. Están 
extremadamente ocupados, por lo 
que cualquier momento que tengo 
con ellos es precioso. También 
disfruto trabajar en mi casa y en 
la jardinería en mi tiempo libre.

Tara Albert, directora de 
la Escuela Católica del 

Sagrado Corazón, Ciudad 
de Oklahoma

Preguntas y respuestas con el 
nuevo director del Sagrado Corazón



Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Oklahoma March for Life
The Oklahoma March for Life will 

be held on Saturday, Jan. 22, at 
10:30 a.m. The march will begin at 
the state capitol building and end 
in Midtown. Featured speakers are 
Bishop David Konderla, Diocese 
of Tulsa, and Todd Fisher, DM, 
executive director, Baptist Gener-
al Convention of Oklahoma. Visit 
archokc.org/marchforlife.  

Sanctity of Life Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the annual Sanctity of Life 
Mass on Wednesday, Jan. 26, at 
6 p.m. at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklaho-
ma City. Find more information at 
archokc.org/sanctity-of-life.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
A Worldwide Marriage Encoun-

ter weekend is Jan. 21-23 at the 
Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
Northwest Expressway in Oklaho-
ma City. The experience will help 
couples listen, share and connect 
more deeply. Cost: $100/couple 
application fee. Space limited. Con-
tact Bryan and Karen Berland at 
(405) 850-4274; bkberland@gmail.
com or visit meoklahoma.org. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Mercy with-

out Measure: The Language of 
Abundance in the Letter to the 
Ephesians” presented by Br. 
Damian Whalen, O.S.B., is 8:30 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Jan. 29 at St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur 
St., Shawnee. Limited seating. 
Masks are recommended, but 
not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel   
anniversary celebration

Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 
Mass at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 at the Holy 
Innocents’ Chapel, 6114 N.W. 63 
in Warr Acres, for the Solemnity of 
the Presentation of the Lord. After 
Mass is a small reception and open 
house to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the blessing and dedication 

of the Holy Innocents’ Chapel and 
Foundation offices. Donations for 
St. Joseph and St. Gianna statues 
are being accepted. Visit   
holyinnocentsokc.org/donate. 

SEEK 2022
The Fellowship of Catholic Uni-

versity Students (FOCUS) mission-
aries at OU, OSU, Tulsa, and UCO 
will be hosting a conference Feb. 
4-6. College students are invited 
to the weekend of prayer, fellow-
ship, inspiration, and entertain-
ment. Register at seek.focus.org.

Rose Day
The annual pro-life rally will be 

at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 16 at the Okla-
homa State Capitol. Kay James 
will be the speaker. Advocates be-
gin handing out roses at 9:30 a.m.

Men’s Evening of Recollection
The Prelature of Opus Dei 

presents a “Men’s Evening of 
Recollection” at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 
24 in the chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. A 
priest and a layman of Opus Dei 
will present talks on how men can 
sanctify their day-to-day activities 
for God’s glory. Confession avail-
able. Evening will culminate in 
fellowship and refreshments.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The Oklahoma Catholic Wom-
en’s Conference is Feb. 26 at Em-
bassy Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. 
in Norman. Speakers are Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Marie 
Veritas. Price $65; late price $75. 
Register at okcatholicwomen.com. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Finding 

Joy in Lent” presented by Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Feb. 26 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Faith Community Nurses’   
conference

The 15th annual Faith Commu-
nity Nurses’ conference “Growing 
Our Faith Community Nursing 
Ministry” is March 2-3 online 
and in-person at Kramer School 
of Nursing, 2501 N. Blackwelder 
Ave. in Oklahoma City on March 2 
and Crossings Community Center, 
10255 N. Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Oklahoma City on March 3. Visit 
fcnaok.org. 

John Michael Talbot music
A service of prayer and music 

with John Michael Talbot will be at 
3 p.m. March 6 at St. Gregory’s Ab-
bey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., Shaw-
nee. Freewill offerings accepted. 

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

In the Father’s Footsteps, Cath-
olic Men’s Conference is 8:45 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. March 12 at Embassy 
Suites and Conference Center, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Cost $59 until Feb. 14, then $69; 
college student $39; high school 
student $29. Speakers are Msgr. 

James Shea, Brian Greenfield, 
Marcellino D’Ambrosio and Steve 
Ray. Register at catholicmen.net.

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis at 
norman@golifemobilemedical.com. 
Visit sidewalkadvocates.org.
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Briefs

I hope you have gotten to 
know Crystalina Evert of “Wom-
en Made New,” airing Saturdays 
at 11 a.m. on Oklahoma Cath-
olic Radio. She hosts both a 
radio and television program on 
EWTN. 

Two of Crystalina’s programs, 
“The Damaging Trends Facing 
the Church,” and “Fighting the 
Devil’s Plan to Ruin Your Life,” 
provided practical know-how 
for developing our new lives in 
Christ. 

The programs also delivered 
a sobering perspective on what 
we encounter in that process. 
Crystalina’s guests, Ralph Mar-
tin and Paul Thigpen, are both 
Catholic evangelists and au-
thors that have written manuals 
to help us in what they describe 
as “spiritual warfare.” During 
the programs, they discuss with 
Crystalina how important it is 
for Christians to know what is 
at stake, how to recognize our 
selfish and cultural land mines, 
and how to reject the Evil One.

Both conversations were lively 
and thought-provoking, but 
also alarming. The most dam-
aging trend I thought Martin 
identified is what he labeled 
“accommodating the culture.” 
He said it is not enough to 
be sympathetic with Jesus or 
merely regard him as a great 
teacher. He points to Jesus as 
“I AM,” “one with the Father,” in 
short; he is God. 

His Word in Sacred Scrip-
ture authentically guides us to 
the belief that God has a plan 
for each of us to be reconciled 
to himself through Jesus. We 
participate in that plan when 
we obey what Jesus teaches. 
Martin cautions us, however, 
that “There is an acceleration of 
hostility to the Church.” 

He harkens back to a warn-
ing sounded by Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI of the anti-Christ 
moving in a powerful way. Mar-

tin observes this being played 
out in a number of ways. For 
example, there is a trend to 
demote the gravity of our own 
moral or immoral activity in 
favor of larger social issues. I 
have witnessed that, myself. 

One example that comes to 
mind is the position that teach-
ing “safe sex” and passing out 
condoms prevents aids and teen 
pregnancy rather than teaching 
God’s plan for human sexuality.

Crystalina’s discussion with 
Thigpen on how Satan engag-
es us in spiritual battle un-
derscores this point. Thigpen 
begins by providing the back-
ground on the fall of the angels 
led by Lucifer who were sub-
sequently cast out of heaven. 
Via his rebellion against God, 
Lucifer or Satan, becomes the 
antithesis of God; entirely fo-
cused on vanquishing him.

Since he is a creature, he 
cannot defeat God. He strikes 
as close as he can get, and 
that is at God’s image – us! He 
counts on our personal actions 
to lead us toward temptation. 
The temptation Thigpen offers 
is something good or noble, but 
the price of that apparent good 
is disobedience to God’s will. 
Thigpen also recalls for listeners 
that Satan is the great accuser. 
He subtly introduces doubt into 
our relationship with God which 
leads us away from God in fear.

Some may avoid these discus-
sions as negative and uncom-
fortable. We are asked to exam-
ine our behavior and determine 
if we are following what Jesus 
taught or are we “going along to 
get along?” 

Martin warns that we should 
not be lulled into compromise 
of our Christian values under 
the guise of being welcoming. 
He said we need to be clear that 
we are welcoming people to an 
encounter with Jesus. 

That was an “ah-ha” moment 
for me. Jesus entered the world 
as a human so I could become 
divine and join him in heaven. 
That means radical change, not 
compromise.

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash
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January 

16   Second Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

16   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

17   Feast of St. Anthony, Abbot.

17   Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
       Day.

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant 
       Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
       to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
       During the nine days, the no-
       vena prayers will be: Mon-
       day-Friday following Noon 
       Mass, Saturday following 5 
       p.m. Mass, and Sunday fol-
       lowing 11 a.m. Mass.

18   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

18   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

20   Feast of St. Fabian.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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20   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
        toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
        (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
        gmail.com.

21    Feast of St. Agnes.

21   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
       gmail.com.

21   Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
       ter weekend, Jan. 21-23, 
       Catholic Pastoral Center, 7501 
       Northwest Expressway, OKC.

22   Oklahoma March for Life, 
       10:30 a.m., from the State 
       Capitol building to Midtown.

22   Day of Prayer for the Legal 
       Protection of Unborn Children.

23   Third Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

23   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

24   Feast of St. Francis de Sales.

25   The Conversion of St. Paul the 
        Apostle.

26   Feast of Sts. Timothy and 
       Titus.

26   Sanctity of Life Mass, 6 p.m., 
       The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
       Perpetual Help, OKC.

27   Feast of St. Angela Merici.

27   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.

28   Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas.

28   Pray the Rosary for Life, 9 
       a.m., 2453 Wilcox Dr., Nor-
       man. Contact Connie Lang, 
       (405) 249-1041, potato.lang@
       gmail.com.

29   Day of Reflection, 8:30 a.m., 
       St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
       MacArthur St., Shawnee.
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