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Go Make Disciples

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ,

Blessed Blessed 
Are TheyAre They

2022

See the Sooner Catholic 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal  
section on pages 9-12.

O
KLAHOMA CITY – 
Archbishop Paul 
Coakley and Shrine 
Executive Director 
Leif  Arvidson            
announced Feb. 1 

Oklahoma’s Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
to be dedicated Nov. 4

Several shrine events open to the public 

Photo Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.

archokc.org/
appeal “Blessed Are They” is rooted in the 

well-known refrain of the Beatitudes 
and aptly serves as the theme for the 
2022 Annual Catholic Appeal. As fa-
miliar as the words might be, I think 
it’s important to recognize their signif-
icance.

“They” is really each one of us. We 
each hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness; mourn for people and oppor-
tunities lost; and understand deep 
in our hearts that we cannot do it by 
ourselves. Only by God’s grace are we 
satisfied, comforted and welcomed with 
love into his kingdom.

At the same time, “they” is all of us 
together. United as an archdiocesan 
family, we share a purpose: to pro-
vide for one another as we hunger 
and thirst for holiness, peace, mercy, 
forgiveness and comfort. As we give of 
ourselves for others, we also share in 
God’s blessings!

The Annual Catholic Appeal is an 

continued on page 7

continued on page 9

2022 Annual 
Catholic Appeal

A letter from 
Archbishop Coakley
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For everyone in need. 
May they find guidance and 
assistance from the many 
services available through 
the generous support of the 
Annual Catholic Appeal. We 
pray to the Lord. Lord hear 
our prayer.

aWatch construction of the 
Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine on 
a live webcam at archokc.
org/shrinewebcam.

a Watch the official docu-
mentary on Oklahoma’s Bl. 
Stanley Rother at stanley-
rother.org or https://youtu.
be/hsOvNtoZVzc. Copies also 
are available at the Rother 
Store online at rotherstore.
com.

a Find items such as rosa-
ries, prayer cards and Gua-
temalan crafts at the Rother 
Store online at rotherstore.
com.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Since 1993, the Catholic Church has observed the 
World Day of the Sick on Feb. 11, the Memorial of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. This non-liturgical observance 
was initiated by Pope John Paul II shortly after re-
ceiving his own diagnosis of Parkinson’s disease. 

Long devoted to Mary, Saint John Paul chose this 
Marian feast because of Lourdes’ association as a 
place of pilgrimage and healing whereby the sick and 
infirm travel by the thousands every year. 

Dozens of miraculous cures at Lourdes have been 
authenticated after vigorous medical testing. Count-
less spiritual healings also have been received by the 
faithful who have flocked to Lourdes to seek Mary’s 
intercession ever since she appeared to Saint Ber-
nadette Soubirous in 1858 and revealed to her the 
hidden spring whose waters have been associated 
with healing ever since.

Saint John Paul was no stranger to sickness and 
human suffering and reflected deeply upon this com-
mon human experience. He dedicated an apostolic 
letter (Salvifici Doloris) to the subject of human suf-
fering; he survived an 
assassination attempt 
and lived his own long 
final illness publicly 
before the eyes of the 
world prior his death 
in 2005.  

At the first annu-
al observance of the 
World Day of the Sick, 
Pope John Paul II 
offered this encour-
agement to the sick 
and suffering: “Your 
sufferings, accept-
ed and borne with 
unshakeable faith, 
when joined to those 
of Christ take on 
extraordinary val-
ue for the life of the 
Church and the good 
of humanity.” He went 
on to say, “In the light 
of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, illness 
no longer appears as 
an exclusively nega-
tive event, rather it is 
seen as an opportuni-
ty ‘to release love … to transform the whole of hu-
man civilization into a civilization of love.’”

This year, the World Day of the Sick once again 
was observed against the backdrop of a global pan-
demic. According to the World Health Organization, 
COVID already has claimed more than 5.7 million 
lives worldwide. Hardly any of us have not been 
touched by this illness, either by the loss of a loved 
one, personal experience with the virus or significant 
disruptions in our way of life. 

The impact of the virus cannot be accurately mea-

sured. The numbers of 
infections, staggering as 
they are, do not tell the 
whole story. The social 
and economic costs 
and physical effects of 
the illness bring other 
suffering as well. The 
pandemic’s impact on families, medical profession-
als and other caregivers as well as the added stress 
on teachers, businesses and first responders have 
contributed to a mental health crisis that often goes 
unrecognized and unacknowledged.

A further collateral effect of the pandemic in so-
ciety is evident in the pervasive sense of fear and 
anxiety affecting so many. This fear has scattered 
seeds of suspicion and discord in society and even in 
our families, communities and churches. The men-
tal, emotional and spiritual sufferings brought in the 
wake of the pandemic need to be acknowledged and 
lifted up as well.

I suspect far fewer pilgrims are traveling to 
Lourdes these days, given the travel restrictions and 
concerns brought in the wake of the pandemic. In 
fact, we don’t need to make a physical pilgrimage to 
Lourdes to lift up the sick in prayer. But, we dare 
not forget or neglect the needs of so many! 

The World Day of the Sick is our annual remind-
er to pray in compassion and solidarity for all who 
suffer from physical, emotional, mental and spiritual 
ailments as well as those who care for them. 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us!

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

World Day of the Sick 2022

Prayer for Married Couples

Almighty and eternal God, 
you blessed the union 

of married couples so that 
they might reflect 
the union of Christ

with his Church: look with 
kindness on them.

Renew their marriage 
covenant, increase your 

love in them, and 
strengthen their bond 

of peace so that, with their 
children, they always may 

rejoice in the gift of
your blessing.

We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Feb. 20 – Confirmation, 9:30 a.m., St. Francis of Assisi, Newkirk
Feb. 21-March 1 – Institute for Priestly Formation retreat for bishops

When Sister Michelle Proctor was a child, she was taught by the Ob-
late Sisters of Providence from grades three to 10.

The sisters’ hospitality and trust in Divine Providence inspired her to 
become a religious sister in their Baltimore-based order.

After 53 years of love and service for the Lord in the Oblate commu-
nity, the superior general of her religious community was honored to 
participate at Saint Ann Catholic Church in Baltimore in a Nov. 1 pro-
cession of six candidates for canonization.

She held a portrait of the community’s foundress – and one of those 
sainthood candidates: Mother Mary Lange, who has the title “Servant of 
God.”

Five other members of the African American Catholic community pro-
cessed to the altar holding portraits of the other promi-
nent black Catholics they hope will be canonized.

They are: Sister Thea Bowman, the first African Amer-
ican member of the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Ado-
ration, and Julia Greeley, known as the city of Denver’s 
“Angel of Charity” – both have the title Servant of God – 
as well as Mother Henriette Delille, founder of the Sisters 
of the Holy Family, Father Augustus Tolton and Pierre 
Toussaint. The latter three have the title “Venerable.”

The title “Servant of God” is given by the Church to a 
sainthood candidate when his or her cause is officially 
opened.

The first step in the process after that is the declara-
tion of a person’s heroic virtues, after which the church 
bestows the title “Venerable.” The second step is beat-
ification, after which he or she is called “Blessed.” The 
third step is canonization.

In general, for beatification, one miracle needs to be 
accepted by the Church as having occurred through the 
intercession of the prospective saint and a second such 
verified miracle is needed for canonization.

Following the procession, Auxiliary Bishop Bruce Le-
wandowski, C.Ss.R., urban vicar, celebrated Mass for 
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Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference set 
for March 12

As the beautiful Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine continues to take 
shape, we were honored to have Zac 
Craig, president of the Oklahoma 
City Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, along with his amazing team, 
participate in a tour of the construc-
tion site. The shrine staff is excited 
to collaborate with these experts 
to help bring more pilgrims to the 
shrine. While touring the site, Craig 
said, “We look forward to continued 
exposure of not only the shrine itself, 
but also the fact that Blessed Stan-
ley is the first U.S.-born martyr to be 
beatified. It is really interesting and 
intriguing, and I just want to be sure 
our audience knows about that.” 

 
Blessed Rother, pray for us!

Rother shrine update

Steve Ray plans a simple, 
yet pointed message, 
as the keynote speaker 
for the 2022 Catholic 

Men’s Conference, “In The Father’s 
Footsteps,” set for March 12 in 
Norman.

“You belong to God 100 percent 
– twice – because he made you 
and then he came back and died 
for you,” Ray said in giving some 
insight into his talk, entitled “Give 
yourself to God.”

“In reality, you don’t own your-
self. You don’t own your money. 
You don’t own your house. Ev-

erything is his. And, at the end of 
your life you’re going to go back 
to him with none of these things 
anyway. You should realize you 
belong to God and give yourself to 
God because that’s the only logical 
thing to do.”

Ray, a renowned Catholic speak-
er, author and film producer, 
headlines the 26th edition of the 
conference set for March 12 at the 
Embassy Suites 
in Norman. The 
theme of this 
year’s confer-
ence is “Bringing 
Christ to the 
World.”

The rest of 
the lineup 
includes 
Marcellino 
D’Ambrosio, 
a senior fel-
low for The Saint Paul Center 
for Biblical Theology; Brian 
Greenfield, the director of cam-
pus ministries at Jesuit High 
School in Tampa, Fla.; and 
Monsignor James Shea, presi-
dent at the University of Mary 
in Bismarck, N.D.

“The speaker platform this 

year will focus on ways we 
should live up to our Baptis-
mal promise to take Christ into 
the world – family, social and 
the workplace,” said Ray Hae-
fele, director of the Oklahoma 
men’s conference.

Ray charges men, especially 
fathers, to lead the way.

Church data suggests that 
men often are the key to pro-

moting 
faith in 
the fam-
ily. When 
fathers go 
to church, 
and actively 
participate, 
studies show 
it is a deter-
mining fac-
tor in wheth-
er children 

engage and remain committed to 
their faith.

Ray believes that data, and said 
he enjoys imploring men to fill that 
role in the family and beyond.

“You need a father in the home 
to encourage and love and be an 
example,” Ray said. 

Ray, a former business services 

owner, now works full-time evan-
gelizing. He’s the author of five 
books, producer of the popular 
video series “Footprints of God,” 
appears regularly on EWTN and 
Catholic radio, and leads pilgrim-
ages to the holy land.

“Steve’s talk will provide a 
no-nonsense guide to living a 
strong Catholic-based life among 
these times of confusion in our 
world,” Haefele said.

Registration is open at catholic-
men.net. The cost includes break-
fast and lunch, the four speakers, 
an opportunity for the sacrament 
of reconciliation and Mass with 
Archbishop Coakley and Tulsa 
Bishop David Konderla.

By John Helsley

Registration: catholicmen.net
Adults: $59 ($69 after Feb. 15)

College students: $39 
High school students: $29

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

Brian 
Greenfield

Marcellino 
D’Ambrosio

Msgr. James 
Shea

Steve 
Ray

Grassroots effort calls on pope to canonize six 
black sainthood candidates

By Priscila González de Doran  
Baltimore Catholic Review

continued on page 8
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The challenge of vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life was a constant 
headache for the early bishops of the 

Dioceses of Oklahoma.
To meet the demand to serve this fledgling 

Church, Bishop Meerschaert plumbed the 
depths in the fertile vocation grounds of Bel-
gium and Holland. In the first 10 years of the 
Vicariate Apostolic (the step before diocesan sta-
tus), 21 priests arrived from Europe to minister 
to the people of Oklahoma. During his episco-
pate, there were more than 20 clerics whose 
name began with “Van.”

His successor, Francis Kelley, sought to re-
cruit more native-born clergy. While that was a 
more difficult task than he envisioned, by the 
1920s it began to take root with the ordinations 
of eventual bishops Victor Reed and Stephen 
Leven. 

However, it wasn’t until the arrival of Eugene 
McGuinness as coadjutor bishop in 1945 that 
fortunes began to turn. Due to Bishop Kelley’s 
ill health (Kelley died in 1948), McGuinness 
arrived to be the de facto bishop. The cigar 
chomping, quintessentially Irish McGuinness 
exuded a warmth and confidence that was con-
tagious. He boisterously claimed that Oklahoma 
Catholics were the best.

When he arrived, the frighteningly low number 
of seminarians (11) caused concern. Always the 
visionary, McGuinness embarked on a cam-
paign to build churches in rural Oklahoma and 
at each dedication he would invoke his now fa-
mous challenge, “You have given us your money. 
Now give me your flesh and blood!”

Surprisingly, he did exact an astonishing 
amount of “flesh and blood.” At the time of his 
death in late 1957, the Diocese of Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa boasted 128 seminarians. A common 

practice of dioceses in the eastern part of 
the country put limits on the number 

of seminarians they would take. Mc-
Guinness saw that type of thinking as 
ludicrous.
Vocations to the religious life also 

were flourishing as the four Oklahoma founda-
tions of sisters had 47 postulants. 

It was a time of great hope and optimism in 
post-war America and the Church in Oklahoma 
certainly reflected that attitude. The coming of the 
turbulent 1960s would see many of those voca-
tions questioned and the numbers would never be 
that large again. In truth, few of those candidates 
were ever ordained and were winnowed out by the 
seminary process. Much credit, though, should be 
attributed to the boundless energy and powerful 
witness of Bishop Eugene McGuinness.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Seminarians at St. Louis Prep, 1949-50.

Synod
Pope Francis invites the whole Church to 

journey together by participating in the arch-
diocesan phase of the upcoming synod called, 
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, Partici-
pation and Mission.” As part of our local syn-
odal phase, which opened Oct. 24, Archbishop 
Coakley and priests of the archdiocese will host 
synod discernment sessions across the dio-
cese to hear ideas, thoughts and insight for the 
future of the Church in Oklahoma. Find more 
information and a full schedule at archokc.org/
synod.
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Del City parish celebrates patron 
saint’s feast day

Saint Paul the Apostle Catho-
lic Church in Del City celebrated 
the feast of Saint Paul the Apos-
tle on Jan. 23 in the church’s 
parish hall. The event included 
Mexican folkloric dancers from 
Blessed Sacra-
ment Catholic 
Church in Law-
ton and Filipi-
no dancers.

“We cele-
brate the feast 
of Saint Paul 
as the patron 
saint of our 
church every 
year,” said 
Father Joseph 
Sundar Raju 
Pudota, pastor 
of Saint Paul.

“We have this 
feast so we can thank God for all 
the blessings we have received 
through the intersession of Saint 
Paul. He is a very good inspiration 
in his missionary work. Being a 
persecutor, he becomes an Apos-

tle of Christ, 
and our 
parish needs 
to take him 
as an inspi-
ration, so we 
can continue 
the mission-
ary work of 
Saint Paul 
through our 
parish activi-
ties.”

Father Pudota added that 
during the celebration each year, 
the church hosts cultural activi-
ties such as Filipino dances and 

Indian dances from India. The 
event was organized by the parish 
council, the youth and volun-
teers. 

“This should give us the inspi-
ration to continue in the spirit 
of Saint Paul. We are very happy 
to have Saint Paul as our patron 
saint because he was a great 
missionary, and he was a great 

preacher who dedicated and sac-
rificed his life for Christ, who he 
was persecuting,” Father Pudota 
said.

Paul of Tarsus, also known 
as Saint Paul, was a Messianic 
Jewish-Roman, Turkish writer 
and rabbi. He wrote the Pauline 
Epistles in the New Testament. It 
is believed that he wrote 13 books 
of the Bible, all of which are let-
ters to churches and Christians, 
encouraging them, helping them 
to understand Christian teaching 
and helping them to live Christian 
lives.

Saint Paul the Apostle Church 
donated $500 to the seminarians 
in honor of the Mexican folkloric 
dancers at the request of Coordi-
nator Chila Chavez.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

The Mexican folkloric dancers from Bl. Sacrament Catholic Church 
in Lawton and Filipino dancers helped celebrate the feast of St. Paul 
the Apostle on Jan. 23 at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church in Del 
City. Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.
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Sanctity of 
Life Mass

Archbishop Coakley celebrated the annual 
Sanctity of Life Mass on Jan. 26 at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Oklahoma City. Photos Fran Kozakowski/
Sooner Catholic.

CANDLEMAS
On Feb. 2, some parishes in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City celebrated a candlelit Mass for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas). Pictured are 
Christ the King Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church in Yukon, St. Mary Catholic Church in Guthrie and St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church in Edmond. Photos provided.

the dedication date for the 
Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine. The shrine will be ded-
icated during a public Mass 
on Friday, Nov. 4. The dedica-
tion will be the centerpiece of 
a week-long celebration. 

“The shrine will be a beau-
tiful place of prayer, reflection 
and pilgrimage for people 
from all over the world who 
come to Oklahoma City to 
learn about our native son 
and seek his intercession,” 
Archbishop Coakley said. 
“The dedication of the shrine 
will be a significant moment 
in the life of the Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma and 
for the broader community. 
Built to honor Blessed Stan-
ley Rother, the first U.S.-born 
priest and martyr ever beat-
ified, the shrine will be his 
final resting place. It will be a 
place of welcome, serving all 
people.”  

The shrine is named for 
Blessed Stanley Rother (ROW-
THER), an Okarche farmer 
who in 1963 became a priest 
of what was then the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa 
and served as a missionary in Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala. In 1981, Father Rother was mur-
dered in his rectory during a violent civil war. 
The perpetrators have never been caught. In 
2016, Pope Francis declared him a martyr for 
the faith – the first recognized Catholic martyr 
from the United States. He was beatified in 
2017 in Oklahoma City.    

The $40 million shrine is the signature ele-
ment of the first-ever capital campaign for the 
archdiocese – One Church, Many Disciples. 
The site eventually will include the 2,000-seat 
church, a chapel where Blessed Stanley will 
be entombed, an education building, an event 
space and several areas designated for shrines 
and devotion. The site will be developed over 
time. 

“This amazing church will serve as a beacon 
for anyone who passes by or visits or worships 
here. In this church, we endeavor to show 
Christ, to exalt Christ, and to manifest Christ 
to his people. The dedication will be an exciting 
event for the Catholic faithful and for the peo-
ple of Oklahoma,” said Leif Arvidson, executive 
director of the shrine.

Along with the Spanish colonial-style church 

– which will be the largest Catholic 
Church in Oklahoma – additional 
elements at the shrine site will be 
a Tepeyac Hill and a museum and 
pilgrim center. Tepeyac Hill near 
Mexico City is where Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appeared to Saint Juan 
Diego in 1531. Statues of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and Saint Juan Diego 
will be placed on top of the hill. The 
pilgrim center and museum will wel-
come thousands of visitors each year 
to an experience that leads them 
through the life, witness and martyr-
dom of Blessed Stanley.

The church will host many large 
diocesan events and will help ac-
commodate the growing Hispanic 
population whose parishes are sig-
nificantly overcrowded. 

The design architect for the project 
is Franck & Lohsen Architects in 
Washington D.C. They are support-
ed by local architectural firm ADG. 
The general contractor is The Boldt Company 
in Oklahoma City with Cooper Project Advisors 
serving as the owner’s representative.  

For more details and updates on dedication 
events, visit archokc.org/shrinededication. For 
more information about the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine, visit rothershrine.org.
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continued from page 1

Photos Diane Clay/Sooner Catholic.
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

the Solemnity of All Saints. Nearly 
200 people were present.

The Mass was organized by a na-
tional campaign made of parishio-
ners from the Baltimore pastorate 
of Saint Ann, Saint Francis Xavier 
and Saint Wenceslaus as well as 
longtime members of the social 
justice committee at Saint Ann. 

The purpose was to create aware-
ness and educate people about the 
stories of the six candidates for 
sainthood. Members of the cam-
paign are collecting signatures in a 
letter written to Pope Francis asking 
him to expedite their canonization.

“While there are no U.S. Afri-
can American saints, there are 11 
white Americans who have been 
canonized,” the letter to the pope 
said. “We know there is a process, 
but it is not working for black 
American Catholics and support-
ers. The process is reaping unfair, uneven re-
sults, especially when you realize that the six 
black saints have been waiting 714 years total-
ly if you add up the times since each died.”

Toussaint died 168 years ago and a few of 
the others have been deceased for more than 
100 years. Sister Thea is the most contempo-
rary, having died in 1990.

The letter asked the pope to canonize the six 
candidates “immediately.”

“If not now, when?” it said. “If not you, who?”

Delores Moore, one of the leaders of the 
national campaign, a member of the social 
justice committee and a parishioner of Saint 
Ann, said the campaign started when parishio-
ners serving the African American community 
realized only a few people knew about the lives 
of these African American holy men and wom-
en, who despite their struggles with systemic 
racism, remained loyal to God.

Father Donald Sterling, the first African 
American priest ordained in the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore and pastor of New All Saints 

Catholic Church in Liberty Heights, 
carried the portrait of Venerable 
Father Augustus Tolton, first Afri-
can American diocesan priest in the 
United States.  

“Besides being historical, it is 
humbling to think that in all these 
years I am the first African Amer-
ican priest in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore,” Father Sterling said. “It 
is a humbling call on God’s part.”

Wilhelmena Braswell, a parishio-
ner of Saint Ann, met Sister Thea in 
the Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in downtown Baltimore 
and said “her presence would light 
up the room.”

Bishop Lewandowski said in the 
church there are saints for every 
community and every person, but 
not in the case of the African Ameri-
can community.

He invited the congregation to 
share with everyone the stories of 
these future saints, to make sure 

their parishes display pictures of them and to 
ask for their intercession.

The bishop said it is important to have 
Masses to celebrate African American saints 
because the faithful identify with saints who 
“look like us, spoke our language, lived our ex-
periences and can understand our struggles.”

Although the process of canonization can be 
long and tedious, Bishop Lewandowski en-
couraged the congregation by reminding them, 
“We don’t make saints; God does.”

continued from page 3

Theresa Wilson Favors, former director of the Office of Black Catholic 
Ministries for the Archdiocese of Baltimore, carries a portrait of Sister 
Thea Bowman, a Franciscan Sister of Perpetual Adoration from Canton, 
Miss., during the opening procession of an All Saints’ Day Mass at St. 
Ann Catholic Church in Baltimore Nov. 1, 2021. CNS photo/Kevin J. 
Parks, Catholic Review.
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Join us for an Encounter With God’s Call Weekend
Encounter With God’s Call at Conception Seminary College is an opportunity to discern the call to 
priesthood and learn about college seminary life. Throughout the weekend, we pray, meet, and relax 
with seminarians and other young men discerning the priesthood. Together we all seek to listen for 
God’s voice and our call.

Spring 2022 | Feb. 26–28 
Fall 2022 | Nov. 12–14

WITH GOD’S CALL
ENCOUNTER

FREE OF 
CHARGE

Contact Fr. John Herrera 
(405) 709-2758

important way for us to share with others. 
Your financial support of the appeal provides 

for the many critical shared ministries of the 
Church throughout central and western Okla-
homa. It funds programs and outreach for:

• Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry;
• Formation of permanent deacons to serve 

parishes;
• Caring for retired priests;
• Marriage and Family Life, and; 
• Service to all parishes. 

For more information, visit archokc.org/ 
appeal.

Every gift is important and impacts someone’s 
life! Blessings are multiplied when all of us work 
together. We need your participation to reach 
the archdiocesan goal of $3,750,000. 

Please consider making a monthly gift to the 
appeal so the shared ministries of the Church 
can have a predictable level of support and 
continue their important work. Join me in this 
mission of loving service to God and neighbor by 
making a monthly gift today.

I am incredibly grateful for your generosity to 
your parish and the archdiocese, and I’m fortu-
nate to serve as your archbishop. The contin-
uous acts of faith, compassion and mercy that 
I witness each day inspire me in my own faith. 
Thank you!

Please be assured of my prayers for you and 
your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Paul S. Coakley
Archbishop of Oklahoma City
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Please visit 
www.archokc.org/appeal2022
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Catholic Appeal
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CATHOLIC
2022 Annual

Appeal

BLESSED ARE THEY

“The Annual Catholic Appeal supports the daily work of the archdiocese at each 
parish. As a young pastor, I rely on the support of the chancery offices to help 
me provide effective ministry. From support of religious education programs 
to providing resources for our parish staff, I could not do my job without your 
gifts. Thank you for supporting parishes and ministry across the archdiocese.”

Fr. Kelly Edwards, pastor, St. Eugene Catholic Church, Weatherford 

“Thank you for your gift to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. 
Your gifts support adult faith 
formation, including the 
formation of permanent deacons to 
serve in our parishes as well as the 
education and support of religious 
education teachers around the 
archdiocese. Thank you!”

Dcn. Howard Harper, 
2021 deacon class. 

“The Annual Catholic Appeal supports 
evangelization efforts at every parish. Your 
gifts make it possible for the Office of 
Parish Leadership Engagement to mentor, 
train and support pastors and parish 
leaders to support a vibrant culture of 
discipleship and your local parish. Thank 
you!”

Larann Wilson, director, 
Office of Parish Leadership Engagement
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Make a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal online at archokc.org/appeal.

Thank You to everyone who has made a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal!

Parish or Mission Goal Raised % Raised
Blessed Sacrament, Thomas $2,000 $5,583 279%

Our Lady of the Rosary, Binger $1,000 $2,230 223%

Sacred Heart, Billings $1,000 $1,820 182%

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Hollis $3,000 $4,555 151%

Saint Michael, Goltry $1,000 $1,365 137%

Good Shepherd, Boise City $2,000 $2,725 136%

Saint Robert Bellarmine, Jones $23,000 $28,298 123%

Saint Mary, Medford $8,000 $9,838 122%

Saint Joseph, Tonkawa $7,000 $8,370 119%

Saint Ann, Fairview $6,000 $7,114 118%

Saint Louis, Stroud $3,000 $3,540 118%

Saint Anthony of Padua, Okeene $20,000 $23,465 117%

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Sterling $7,000 $7,910 113%

Sacred Heart, Hooker $2,000 $2,172 108%

Saint Eugene, OKC

Saint John Nepomuk, Yukon

$132,000

$128,000

$134, 667

$133, 194

102%

104%

Saint Margaret Mary, Crescent $6,000 $6,120 102%

Blessed Sacrament, Lawton $64,000 $64,806 101%

Assumption of the BVM, Duncan $37,000 $37,410 101%

Christ the King, OKC

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac

$468,000

$56,000

$472,870

$54,767

101%

97%

Saint John the Baptist, Edmond $529,000 $511,935 96%

Saint Teresa of Avila, Harrah $31,000 $29,938 96%

Saint Peter, Lindsay $7,000 $6,599 94%

Epiphany of the Lord, OKC $168,000 $156,496 93%

Our Lady of Sorrows, Chandler $12,000 $11,160 93%

Saint Charles Borromeo, OKC $127,000 $118,017 92%

Saint Paul the Apostle, Del City $28,000 $25,627 91%

Holy Spirit, Mustang $68,000 $61, 859 90%

Saint Thomas More, Norman $99,000 $89,977 90%

Saint Francis of Assisi, Newkirk $7,000 $6,302 90%

Saint Mary, Ponca City $111,000 $99,314 89%

Saint Francis of Assisi, OKC $143,000 $127,858 89%

Sacred Heart, Mangum $5,000 $4,435 89%

The Cathedral of OLOPH, OKC $111,000 $97,404 87%

Assumption of the BVM, Wakita $3,000 $2,600 86%

Holy Family, Lawton $60,000 $50,424 84%

Saint Andrew, Moore $75,000 $62,891 83%

Holy Name, Shattuck $5,000 $4,050 83%

Sacred Heart, Konawa $4,000 $3,160 79%

Saint Joseph, Union City $38,000 $29,433 77%

Saint Mary, Ardmore $42,000 $31,996 76%

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Calumet $8,000 $6,050 75%

Saint Monica, Edmond $120,000 $90,738 75%

Saint Vincent de Paul, McLoud $11,000 $7,952 72%

Saint Mark the Evangelist, Norman $161,000 $116,040 72%

Saint Joseph, Pond Creek $2,000 $1,400 70%

Saint Joseph, Bision $11,000 $7,655 69%

Saint Philip Neri, Midwest City $127,000 $87,667 69%

Sacred Heart, El Reno $40,000 $26,774 67%

Holy Angels, OKC $31,000 $20,269 65%

Saint Gregory the Great, Enid $34,000 $22,208 65%

Saint Mary, Wanette $1,000 $650 65%

Sacred Heart, Mooreland $4,000 $2,585 64%

Parish or Mission Goal Raised % Raised

Saints Peter and Paul, Hobart $7,000 $4,435 63%
Saint Thomas the Apostle, Seiling $3,000 $1,900 63%

Saint Francis Xavier, Sulphur $13,000 $8,233 63%

Saint Benedict, Shawnee $55,000 $33,520 60%

Saint Peter, Woodward $40,000 $24,307 60%

Saint Ann, Elgin $10,000 $6,050 60%

Sacred Heart, Hinton $3,000 $1,795 59%

Saint Joseph, Ada $24,000 $14,280 59%

Mother of Sorrows, Apache $3,000 $1,785 59%

Saint Joseph, Norman $74,000 $43,043 58%

Saint Helen, Frederick $7,000 $4,042 57%

Saint Wenceslaus, Prague $8,000 $4,530 56%

Holy Name of Jesus, Chickasha $30,000 $16,761 55%

Saint Joseph, Hennessey $18,000 $10,012 55%

Saint Francis Xavier, Enid $63,000 $33,558 53%

Little Flower, OKC $58,000 $30,795 53%

Saint James the Greater, OKC $119,000 $63,123 53%

Saint Eugene, Weatherford $25,000 $13,202 52%

Holy Trinity, Okarche $66,000 $33,413 50%

Saint Matthew, Elk City $47,000 $23,386 49%

Our Lady of Victory, Purcell $21,000 $10,431 49%

Prince of Peace, Altus $29,000 $14,178 48%

Corpus Christi, OKC $35,000 $16,285 46%

Saint Peter the Apostle, Guymon $34,000 $15,679 46%

Saint Joseph, Buffalo $2,000 $920 46%

Saint Mary, Guthrie $51,000 $21,926 42%

Saint Rose of Lima, Perry $14,000 $5,785 41%

Saint Joseph, Blackwell $7,000 $2,738 39%

Saint Ann, Cordell $4,000 $1,525 38%

Immaculate Conception, Marlow $6,000 $2,220 37%

Saint Mary, Clinton $20,000 $7,335 36%

Saint Rose of Lima, Watonga $4,000 $1,460 36%

Saints Peter and Paul, Kingfisher $42,000 $15,326 36%

Saint Damien of Molokai, Edmond $14,000 $5,106 36%

Saint Patrick, Anadarko $10,000 $3,293 33%

Saint Patrick, OKC $34,000 $11,049 32%

Saint Patrick, Walters $4,000 $1,275 31%

Saint Frances Cabrini, Beaver $2,000 $625 31%

Saint Michael, Meeker $2,000 $590 29%

Holy Cross, Madill $15,000 $4,323 28%

Queen of All Saints, Sayre $7,000 $1,648 23%

Sacred Heart, Alva $13,000 $3,010 23%

Korean Martyrs, OKC $6,000 $1,386 23%

Our Mother of Mercy, Waynoka $1,000 $225 22%

Immaculate Conception, Seminole $9,000 $1,576 17%

Sacred Heart, OKC $69,000 $11,268 16%

Saint Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley $9,000 $865 9%

Saint Cornelius, Cherokee $3,000 $180 6%

Good Shepherd, Marietta $3,000 $70 2%

Saint Joseph, Wewoka $3,000 $25 1%

Saint Richard, Carnegie $2,000 $365 18%

Saint Joseph Old Cathedral, OKC $61,000 $38,747 63%

BLESSED ARE THEY Scan here to make a gift to the 
2022 Annual Catholic Appeal!

NOTRE DAME, Ind. – Jerome Bettis, in his 
football days, got the nickname “The Bus” 
because he was carrying would-be tacklers 
along with him during his punishing runs from 
scrimmage.

Today, what Bettis is car-
rying is a full load of classes 
at the University of Notre 
Dame as he strives to finish 
what he started in his college 
days more than 30 years 
ago – a bachelor’s degree in 
business.

Bettis, now 49, is on track 
to graduate this spring and 
get that coveted Notre Dame 
diploma. If he does, the Pro 
Football Hall of Famer will 
have made good on a prom-
ise to his mother, Gladys 
– you may remember their 
Campbell’s Chunky Soup 
commercial from 20 years 
ago – that he would get his 
sheepskin.

“I promised my mother 
that I would get my degree,” 
he said. “In my immediate 
family, I’ll be the first person 
to graduate from college,” 
Bettis told NBC’s “Today” 
show Jan. 28. “But most 
importantly, I have two chil-
dren. For them to see dad 
finish a commitment that he 
set out some 27 years ago, for me to complete 
that, I think it says a lot to them.”

And at commencement exercises in May, 
Bettis getting a diploma means that all 21 No-
tre Dame football recruits from 1990 will have 
graduated.

Bettis has lived much of his life in public eye 

as a throwback of sorts. In an era of pro foot-
ball where running backs dipped, dived and 
swerved to avoid tacklers, Bettis was the hard-
charging fullback who plunged into the line, 
dragging defenders with him as he motored for 
that extra yard.

It served him well: Bettis is eighth all-time in 
NFL rushing yardage at 13,662 yards, not to 

mention eight 1,000-yard seasons, 91 touch-
downs, six Pro Bowl selections and a Super 
Bowl championship after the 2005 season, his 
final season before retiring as a player.

On campus, Bettis is another throwback. 
Most of the students at Notre Dame aren’t even 
half his age; Bettis turns 50 Feb. 16. They take 

their class notes on tablets or laptops; Bettis 
takes his notes with pen and paper.

Don’t think of Bettis as an academic lag-
gard. He left Notre Dame after his junior year, 
in which he rushed for 10 touchdowns and 
caught six touchdown passes, and entered the 
NFL draft, being selected in the first round by 
the Los Angeles Rams. He spent three seasons 

with the team before being 
traded to Pittsburgh, where 
he became a much-loved 
sports hero.

While he was in a dispute 
with the Rams in 1996 and 
threatened to retire, he went 
back to Notre Dame to take 
classes, which left him just 
one semester shy of gradu-
ating.

Still, he told NBC’s Anne 
Thompson – herself a No-
tre Dame graduate: “I am 
a much better student at 
49 because I want to learn, 
I want to know all of this 
information.”

The degree will come in 
handy in his post-football 
career, which has involved 
trucking, staffing, develop-
ment and marketing com-
panies as well as his career 
as a television personality, 
where Bettis is on camera 
for the NFL Network.

“I say to all our coaches 
that there are three things 
we should be concerned 
about versus integrity: Do 

things the right way, second is help these kids 
get a degree and do well in their lives, and the 
third is winning on the field,” said Holy Cross 
Father John Jenkins, Notre Dame’s president, 
on “Today.” “And Jerome getting a degree after 
all his success just underscores how important 
that is.”
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School “Bus:” NFL hall of famer Bettis goes 
back to Notre Dame for degree

By Catholic News Service

Jerome Bettis, an NFL Hall of Famer who played college football at the University of Notre 
Dame, walks to class Jan. 26. He played three years at Notre Dame in the early 1990s and 
recently returned to finish his undergraduate degree. CNS photo/Matt Cashore, courtesy 
University of Notre Dame.

Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
1901 N.W. 18, Oklahoma City 73106

(405) 528-0485
stfrancisokc.com

6:30 p.m. in the parish hall
Free childcare

Saint Francis “TALKS”
An adult faith formation lecture series

The “TALKS” are free, open to the public and are centered on particular and 
relevant topics about how to live an authentic Catholic faith in the modern 

world.

Feb. 15
“An evening with Flannery 
O’Connor”

Fr. James Goins, pastor, St. 
Thomas More, Norman

March 11
“Forgive me Father, for I have 
sinned”

Fr. William L. Novak, V.G., 
pastor, St. Francis of Assisi

May 5
“Participato Actuosa: liturgical 
participation at the Mass and 
beyond”

Fr. Zak Boazman, associate 
director, Secretariat for Divine 
Worship; parochial vicar, St. 
Mary, Ponca City
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Associate director of 
development - shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking an associate 
director of development to assist 
with all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations, including fund-
raising programs and services for 
the shrine, major gift cultivation 
and solicitation, direct mail, an-
nual appeals, donor events, data-
base management, planned giving, 
endowment funding and grant 
writing. Will serve as adviser to the 
senior managing consultant. Col-
laborate with pastors, parish lead-
ers, chancery staff and potential 
donors to identify and cultivate gift 
prospects for capital campaigns, 
special projects and programs of 
the shrine. Bachelor’s degree in 
business, marketing, communica-
tions, public relations or general 
experience in a comparable posi-
tion a must; minimum three years 
of development experience; must be 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
shrine 

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine 
is seeking a full-time director of 
communications to oversee all 
aspects of communication, media 
relations and promotion. Must have 
a desire to promote the Church’s 
work of evangelization and to pro-
mote knowledge of and devotion 
to Bl. Stanley. At least three years 
of experience in public relations, 
journalism or marketing required; 
bachelor’s degree in related field re-
quired; practicing Catholic in good 
standing; bilingual desired but not 
required. Background check and 
safe environment training required. 
Learn more at rothershrine.org. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Grant program coordinator - 
OKC

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma is seeking an energet-
ic, detail-oriented person to fill a 
part-time position (approximately 
20 hours per week), managing the 
foundation’s grants and schol-
arships program. The coordina-
tor will manage the foundation’s 
nearly $500,000 annual grant 
programs in support of parishes, 
schools and other ministries for 
evangelization programs, pastoral 
music and fine arts, scholarships 
and other initiatives. Will ensure 
available grants and scholarships 
are well-publicized across the 
archdiocese, establish deadlines 
for applications, review requests 
with corresponding selection com-
mittees, consider selection criteria 
that includes Archbishop Coak-
ley’s Vision 2030 pastoral plan. 
Excellent written and oral commu-
nication skills required; ability to 
learn new software; enjoy interact-

ing with others. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.  

Principal - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in curric-
ulum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree 
or master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required; practicing 
Catholic in good standing; Okla-
homa principal certification or 
ability to obtain required; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org by Feb. 17. 
All inquiries, nominations and ap-
plications will be confidential.

Principal – Norman
All Saints Catholic School is 

seeking a principal with experi-
ence leading faculty in curricu-
lum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree or 
master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required; practicing 
Catholic in good standing; Oklaho-
ma principal certification or abil-
ity to obtain required; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org by Feb. 18. 
All inquiries, nominations and ap-
plications will be confidential.

Administrative assistant - OKC
The Catholic Pastoral Center is 

seeking an administrative assis-
tant in the Secretariat for Divine 
Worship to organize and coor-
dinate archdiocesan liturgical 
events, retreats and workshops 
and assist the director with on-
going formation and growth of 
liturgical ministries as well as 
provide liturgical resources to be 
used in parishes. Catholic in good 
standing who is knowledgeable in 
liturgy. Independently manage a 
wide range of administrative tasks. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Case manager – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center case manager to be respon-
sible for the supervision, safety and 
care of daily clients, including man-
aging and monitoring day to day 
needs for care and implementing 
social/learning activities for adults 
and children. The primary respon-
sibility is providing case manage-
ment services in the homeless day 
shelter to people who are seeking 
assistance including assessment, 
goal planning, advocacy, and coor-
dinating services available within 

the community. Bachelor’s degree 
in social work, or human services 
related field; Experience working 
with a large homeless concentra-
tion and or case management; 
Fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred. Send cover letter and re-
sume to Christy Knotts at cknotts@
ccaokc.org.  

Housing navigator – OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a temporary Housing Navigator 
Family Support Services person to 
provide services for clients who are 
not currently accessing traditional 
referral streams; build collabora-
tive relationships with community 
partners; help connect clients to 
housing; and provide navigation to 
ensure that clients have required 
documents and support services, 
including employment and income 
streams. This position is grant 
funded for one year. Beyond a year, 
the position will be contingent upon 
ongoing housing instability related 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic and 
available funding. Undergraduate 
degree in social work or behavioral 
science preferred; Two plus years of 
previous experience in adult case 
management preferred; Computer 
literate; experienced with Micro-
soft Office (Word, Excel), Outlook, 
Internet; Fluency in Spanish and 
English preferred. Send cover letter 
and resume to Kaylinn Young at 
kyoung@ccaokc.org.  

Capital campaign coordinator - 
OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a capital campaign coordinator to 
provide personal administrative 
support to the senior director of 
development and outreach. Assist 
with development and outreach 
administrative functions espe-
cially for the Sanctuary Capital 
Campaign. Duties include general 
clerical and project-based work for 
the capital campaign in support 
of the fundraising efforts of the 
development department. Project a 
professional agency image through 
in-person and phone interac-
tion. This is a temporary position 
expected to last until February 
2023. Requires a bachelor’s degree 
or equivalent experience. Mini-
mum three years experience as an 
administrative or executive assis-
tant. Send resume and cover letter 
to Jessi Riesenberg jriesenberg@
ccaokc.org.  

Director of youth ministry - 
Norman

Saint Mark the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church in Norman seeks a 
qualified director of youth min-
istry who will be responsible for 
the coordination and organization 
of the parish youth programs for 
youth in grades 7-12. Candidate 
must be a practicing Catholic with 
background in religious education, 
pastoral ministry or theology. Send 
resumes to: Fr. Timothy Fuller, 
St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Church, 3939 W. Tecumseh Rd., 
Norman 73072 or tfuller@ 
saintmarknorman.org.

Internship – Norman
The Peace and Justice Group 

at St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Norman is offering a Care of 
Creation Internship for sharing 
commitment to stewardship and 
sustainability. Internship can be 
concurrent with school courses 
and often eligible for course cred-
it; $500 stipend available toward 
one internship; must be age 18 or 
older and have connection to Nor-
man. Service hours also available. 
Contact (405) 226-6387, Olivia.
biddick@gmail.com. Apply by Feb. 
15 at https://forms.gle/h6Q3x-
rh9dnF4MHRP7.  

Development assistant - OKC
Willow Pregnancy Support is 

seeking a development/adminis-
trative assistant to prepare corre-
spondence, answer phones, assist 
with social media, enhance donor 
engagement and other duties. 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
administrative work experience; 
highly organized and able to han-
dle multiple projects and dead-
lines with exceptional attention to 
detail; strong verbal and written 
communication skills; ability to 
deal compassionately and effec-
tively. Send resume to mclark@
willowpregnancy.org.

Executive director - OKC
Santa Fe Family Life Center is 

seeking an executive director to 
guide its strategic planning, pro-
gramming, fundraising, marketing 
and other administrative activities 
across its facilities. Ten or more 
years executive management expe-
rience preferred; sports and fitness 
experience preferred; non-profit 
and fundraising experience in 
Oklahoma preferred; strong in-
terpersonal and public-relations 
skills required. Send resume and 
cover letter to josef.mcguigan@
sfflc.com.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Communications/outreach 
specialist - OKC

The Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help is seeking a full-
time communications and out-
reach specialist to greet visitors 
and parishioners, schedule min-
isters, oversee parish outreach, 
and help parish committees and 
existing programs. Must be pro-
ficient in computer skills, coordi-
nate media and communications, 
including the planning and execu-
tion of all the events. Knowledge of 
Vietnamese language helpful. Must 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. Send references and 
resume to Fr. Rick Stansberry at 
rstansberry@cathedralokc.org.
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If you ever have the opportunity to watch 
the movie, “Just Mercy,” a free Catholic study 
guide can help you deepen your awareness of 
racial injustice that may exist within the U.S. 
legal system. 

“Just Mercy” is a 2019 biographical legal 
drama on the true story of how a young de-
fense attorney appeals the murder conviction 
of a man “wrongfully” convicted. The movie 
was written by Destin Daniel Cretton and stars 
Michael B. Jordan, Jamie Foxx and Tim Blake 
Nelson. 

The movie is about how Bryan Steven-
son (played by Michael B. Jordan), travels to 
Alabama to obtain justice for death row in-
mates. One of his first cases is that of Walter 
McMillian (played by Jamie Foxx), who was 
sentenced to die in 1987 for the murder of an 
18-year-old girl in a small Alabama commu-
nity. Stevenson experiences racism and legal 
challenges while he works to obtain freedom for 
McMillian.

The four-page study guide was written and 

produced by the Catholic Mobilizing Network, a 
national organization that “mobilizes Catholics 
to value life over death.” It is designed to be 
used in a group setting or in “silent refection” 
by individuals. 

My wife and I recently used the guide 
before and after 
watching the movie 
and found that it 
helped deepen our 
understanding of 
some of the racial 
injustices that 
exist.

The “Just Mercy, 
a Catholic Study Guide” is intended to be 
a tool to help one “explore the Catholic 
call to uphold the sanctity of life within 
the U.S. legal system.” The guide is free 
and can be accessed and printed at the 
Catholic Mobilizing Network website 
(catholicsmobilizing.org).  

The guide includes three questions for you 
to answer prior to watching the movie. These 
questions assess what you think about the 
death penalty and how our Catholic faith might 
influence our opinion on capital punishment. 

Another section of the guide lists “Reflection 
Questions,” which generates ideas to use in 
group discussion or for individual consider-
ation.

Also, there are questions for reflecting on 
some of the difficulties tied to 

our current U.S. legal 
system and treatment of 
criminals who may expe-
rience unfairness due to 
culture, economic status 
or mental health issues.

I found the movie to 
be quite enlightening as 
to the type of injustice 
that might occur in our 
legal system and found 
the Catholic study guide 
very helpful for reflection, 
prayer and insight.

It is my opinion that 
watching the movie and 

using the study guide can open your eyes as to 
the different ways individuals are treated when 
it comes to the U.S. legal system.

John H. Dolezal is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Book Review: “Just Mercy, a Catholic Study Guide”
By John H. Dolezal 
The Sooner Catholic

George Weigel
Ethics and Public 

Policy Center 

Undercutting Vatican II to defend Vatican II?
Archbishop Arthur Roach, 

prefect of the Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for Divine Worship, recently 
sent the world’s bishops instruc-
tions regulating local usage of 
the Traditional Latin Mass. Those 
instructions were intended to 
implement Pope Francis’s 2021 
“motu proprio,” “Traditionis Custo-
des” (Guardians of the Tradition), 
which strictly limited the celebra-
tion of Mass according to the 1962 
Roman Missal.

“Traditionis Custodes” presented 
itself as a defense of the author-
ity and integrity of the Second 
Vatican Council – which, it was 
claimed, was under assault from 
liturgical traditionalists. In sever-
al interviews, Archbishop Roach 
has emphasized that defending 
the council was the rationale for 
both “Traditionis Custodes” and 
his congregation’s detailed regula-
tions. 

It is worth asking, however, 
whether Archbishop Roach’s 
instructions drastically under-
cut one of Vatican II’s principal 
achievements, which was to em-
phasize and revitalize the authori-
ty of the local bishop.

In addition to defining the pope’s 
infallibility when he teaches on 
faith and morals under carefully 
defined circumstances, the First 
Vatican Council taught that the 
Roman Pontiff has a “primacy of 
jurisdiction” that extends to the 
discipline and governance of the 
Church throughout the world. 
This “primary of jurisdiction” is 

often understood as the high-wa-
ter mark of “ultramontanism,” the 
heightened emphasis on supreme 
papal authority that led enthusi-
asts like mid-19th century English 
Catholic publicist W.G. Ward to 
say that he would “like a new 
Papal Bull every morning with my 
Times at breakfast.” 

As Russell Hittinger has persua-
sively argued, however, Vatican I’s 
teaching on the universal juris-
diction of the pope was primarily 
a response to the modern state’s 
attempt to subordinate the Church 
by controlling the bishops. No, 
said Vatican I: the bishops belong 
to the Church, not the state, and 
the universal jurisdiction of the 
pope is a guarantor of that truth. 

Thanks to the Franco-Prussian 
War, Vatican I ended premature-
ly, without complementing its 
teaching on papal authority with a 
parallel teaching on the authority 
of bishops. And so, over the next 
nine decades, an assumed ultra-
montanism shaped the Catholic 
imagination: a pyramidal notion of 
the Church in which the pope, the 
apex of the pyramid, was consid-
ered the chief executive officer of 
a gigantic global corporation, the 
bishops being the local office man-
agers. In that image of the Church, 
all initiative flowed from the top 
down, and initiatives from the 
lower levels of the pyramid were 
discouraged. 

Something was wrong here and 
it had to be fixed. The Second Vat-
ican Council did so. 

As no less an authority than 
Joseph Ratzinger wrote, a decade 
and a half after the council, Vati-
can II “reinserted into the Church 
as a whole a doctrine of (papal) 
primacy that was dangerously 
isolated,” thereby correcting the 
imbalance in Catholic self-under-
standing caused in part by Vatican 
I’s suspension in 1870. 

Vatican II did this in its Dogmat-
ic Constitution on the Church by 
teaching that the local bishop is a 
true vicar of Christ with authority 
to teach, sanctify and govern in 
his local Church. Thus, according 
to the definitive teaching of the 
Second Vatican Council, the local 
bishop is no branch manager of 
Catholicism, Inc., merely executing 
instructions from Roman head-
quarters. He has far more authori-
ty, and bears far more responsibil-
ity, than that.  

  Yet, even when ultramontanism 
dominated the pre-conciliar Cath-
olic imagination, no one imagined 
the pope exercising his “universal 
jurisdiction” by determining the 
times of Sunday Mass in the par-
ishes of Diocese X, or by moving 
Pastor A to Parish D in Diocese Y. 
Papal “universal jurisdiction” was 
understood to be an extraordi-
nary power, to be exercised locally 
only when no other remedies were 
available. Vatican II, for its part, 
positioned papal primacy inside 
a more comprehensive and nu-
anced understanding of authority 
within the Church, thus refut-
ing the charge – typically heard 

from anti-Catholic quarters – that 
Catholics consider the pope both 
an autocrat who can do whatever 
he pleases and an oracle whose 
every utterance bears the teaching 
authority of the Office of Peter. 

Archbishop Roach’s instructions, 
issued with Pope Francis’s approv-
al, seem to strip local bishops of 
considerable authority over dioc-
esan liturgical life, to the point of 
descending into minutiae by de-
fining which Mass schedules may 
be printed in parish bulletins. The 
irony is that such overbearing mi-
cro-management comes perilously 
close to undercutting the teaching 
on episcopal authority laid down 
by the very council “Traditionis 
Custodes” and Archbishop Roach 
claim to defend. 

Beyond the ironies in this partic-
ular fire, though, one must hope 
that such goings-on do not tarnish 
one of Vatican II’s great accom-
plishments, in aid of a new pro-
gressive Catholic ultramontanism 
that, having failed to persuade, 
now opts to exercise the clenched 
fist.

The Catholic Difference
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Jornada Mundial del Enfermo 2022

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

A medida que el hermoso Santuario 
del Beato Stanley Rother continúa to-
mando forma, tuvimos el honor de que 
Zac Craig, presidente de la Oficina de 
Convenciones y Visitantes de la Ciudad 
de Oklahoma, junto con su increíble 
equipo, participaran en un recorri-
do por el sitio de la construcción. El 
personal del santuario está emocionado 
de colaborar con estos expertos para 
ayudar a traer más peregrinos al san-
tuario. Mientras recorría el sitio, Craig 
dijo: “Esperamos seguir exponiendo no 
solo el santuario en sí, sino también 
el hecho de que el Beato Stanley es el 
primer mártir nacido en los Estados 
Unidos en ser beatificado. Es realmente 
interesante e intrigante, y solo quiero 
asegurarme de que nuestra audiencia 
lo sepa”.

¡Beato Rother, ruega por nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Desde 1993, la Iglesia Católica ha observado 
el Día Mundial del Enfermo el 11 de febrero, 
el Memorial de Nuestra Señora de Lourdes. 
Esta observancia no litúrgica fue iniciada por 
el Papa Juan Pablo II poco después de recibir 
su propio diagnóstico de la enfermedad de 
Parkinson.

Devoto de María desde hace mucho tiem-
po, San Juan Pablo eligió esta fiesta mariana 
debido a la asociación de Lourdes como un 
lugar de peregrinación 
y curación por el que 
miles de enfermos y en-
fermos viajan cada año.

Docenas de cura-
ciones milagrosas 
en Lourdes han sido 
autenticadas después 
de vigorosas pruebas 
médicas. Los fieles que 
acuden a Lourdes en 
busca de la intercesión 
de María también han 
recibido innumerables 
curaciones espirituales 
desde que ella se apare-
ció a Santa Bernadette 
Soubirous en 1858 y 
le reveló el manantial 
oculto cuyas aguas se 
han asociado con la cu-
ración desde entonces.

San Juan Pablo no 
fue ajeno a la enferme-
dad y el sufrimiento 
humano y reflexionó 
profundamente sobre 
esta experiencia huma-
na común. Dedicó una 
carta apostólica (Salvifici Doloris) al tema del 
sufrimiento humano; sobrevivió a un intento 
de asesinato y vivió públicamente su larga en-
fermedad final ante los ojos del mundo antes 
de su muerte en 2005.

En la primera celebración anual de la 
Jornada Mundial del Enfermo, el Papa Juan 
Pablo II ofreció este aliento a los enfermos 
y a los que sufren: “Vuestros sufrimientos, 
aceptados y soportados con fe inquebrant-

able, unidos a los de Cristo adquieren un 
valor extraordinario para la vida de la Iglesia 
y el bien de la humanidad”. Continuó dicien-
do: “A la luz de la muerte y resurrección de 
Cristo, la enfermedad ya no aparece como un 
evento exclusivamente negativo, sino como 
una oportunidad ‘para liberar el amor... para 
transformar toda la civilización humana en 
una civilización de amor.’”

Este año, la Jornada Mundial del Enfermo 

se celebró una vez más en el contexto de una 
pandemia mundial. Según la Organización 
Mundial de la Salud, el COVID ya se ha co-
brado más de 5,7 millones de vidas en todo 
el mundo. Casi todos nosotros hemos sido 
afectados por esta enfermedad, ya sea por la 
pérdida de un ser querido, una experiencia 
personal con el virus o alteraciones significati-
vas en nuestra forma de vida.

El impacto del virus no se puede medir 

con precisión. El 
número de infec-
ciones, por asom-
broso que sea, 
no cuenta toda la 
historia. Los costos 
sociales y económi-
cos y los efectos 
físicos de la enfermedad traen también otros 
sufrimientos. El impacto de la pandemia en 

las familias, los profesionales 
médicos y otros cuidadores, así 
como el estrés adicional en los 
maestros, las empresas y los 
socorristas, han contribuido a 
una crisis de salud mental que 
a menudo pasa desapercibida.

Otro efecto colateral de la 
pandemia en la sociedad es 
evidente en la sensación gen-
eralizada de miedo y ansiedad 
que afecta a tantos. Este miedo 
ha esparcido semillas de sospe-
cha y discordia en la sociedad 
e incluso en nuestras familias, 
comunidades e iglesias. Los 
sufrimientos mentales, emocio-
nales y espirituales provocados 
por la pandemia también deben 
reconocerse y aliviarse.

Sospecho que muchos menos 
peregrinos viajan a Lourdes en 
estos días, dadas las restric-
ciones de viaje y las preocu-
paciones surgidas a raíz de 
la pandemia. De hecho, no 
necesitamos hacer una pere-
grinación física a Lourdes para 

levantar a los enfermos en oración. ¡Pero no 
nos atrevamos a olvidar ni a descuidar las 
necesidades de tantos!

El Día Mundial del Enfermo es nuestro 
recordatorio anual para orar con compasión y 
solidaridad por todos los que sufren dolencias 
físicas, emocionales, mentales y espirituales, 
así como por quienes los cuidan.

¡Nuestra Señora de Lourdes, ruega por no-
sotros!
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Como parte del proceso sinodal, el papa se 
reunirá con universitarios

COLECTA CATÓLICA ANUAL 2022 

BienaventuradosBienaventurados
Por favor visite 
www.archokc.org/appeal

ROMA – Destacando la importan-
cia de una iglesia que realmente 
escucha, el papa Francisco par-
ticipará en una reunión virtual 
organizada por 
la Universidad 

Loyola en Chicago con estudi-
antes de América del Norte, 
Central, y del Sur.

La reunión virtual del 24 de 
febrero, titulada “Construy-
endo puentes: Un encuentro 
sinodal entre el papa Francis-
co y estudiantes universitari-
os”, brindará una oportunidad 
para “abordar los principales 
desafíos de nuestro tiempo”, 
decía en el sitio web de la uni-
versidad.

“El papa dialogará con estos 
estudiantes universitarios, que 
compartirán proyectos edu-
cativos concretos que bus-
can transformar con justicia 
las realidades ambientales y 
económicas”, así como discutir 
los desafíos de la migración, 
señalaba.

Hablando con Catho-
lic News Service el 28 de ene-
ro, Michael Murphy, director 
del Centro Hank para la Her-
encia Intelectual Católica de 
Loyola, expresó que él y varios 
colegas, incluyendo Emilce 
Cuda, jefe de oficina de la Comisión Pontifi-
cia para América Latina, discutieron la idea 
de un evento para estudiantes universitarios 
en preparación para el próximo Sínodo de los 

Obispos sobre la sinodalidad.
En noviembre, expresó, mientras convers-

aban sobre posibles oradores para el evento, 
“bromeamos: ‘Oye, veamos si el papa Francisco 
está libre’”.

Sin que ellos lo supieran, Cuda le presentó la 
idea al papa Francisco, quien accedió a partic-
ipar.

No fue “un capricho de su parte”, porque este 
evento se ajusta a su visión y prioridades, dijo 
Murphy. “Sabíamos que muchas universidades 
le han estado preguntando: ‘Cuál es nuestro 

papel y cómo podemos apoyar’” el proceso 
sinodal.

En preparación para la reunión virtual, los 
estudiantes se dividieron en siete grupos regio-
nales de América del Norte, Central, y del Sur 
para hablar sobre los pensamientos, pregun-
tas, y sueños que les gustaría discutir con el 
Sumo Pontífice, acotó.

“Creo que logra lo que el papa 
Francisco está tratando de hacer: 
ser una iglesia que escucha”, 
Murphy manifestó a CNS. “Quer-
emos asegurarnos de que otros 
estudiantes también se sientan 
invitados y no ser tan exclusivos 
en esto”.

Si bien las charlas se cen-
trarán en temas que van desde 
la migración hasta el cambio 
climático, señaló, traer a adultos 
jóvenes de diferentes regiones 
es importante, especialmente en 
un momento de mayor división, 
incluso debido a la revolución 
digital.

Murphy también espera que 
la reunión virtual ayude a con-
struir un puente entre los dos 
continentes donde, a menudo, el 
“pasado y el presente” colonial e 
indígena chocan.

“Lo que el papa quiere hacer 
es mirar los límites y ver lo que 
sabemos y eliminar todo lo que 
podamos; para decir: ‘Camine-
mos juntos’, conscientes del que-
brantamiento del pasado, pero 
esperanzados en el presente”, 
dijo.

Murphy le dijo a CNS que es-
pera que la reunión aborde la creciente polar-
ización y “la sensación de excepcionalismo” que 
impide escuchar las necesidades y deseos de 
los demás.

Por Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 

Sesiones de discernimiento sinodal
El Papa Francisco invita a toda la Iglesia a 

caminar junta participando en la fase arquid-
iocesana del próximo sínodo llamado “Por una 
Iglesia sinodal: Comunión, Participación y 
Misión”. Como parte de nuestra fase sinodal 
local, que comenzó el 24 de octubre, el Arzobis-
po Coakley y los sacerdotes de la arquidiócesis 
organizarán sesiones de discernimiento sinod-
al en toda la diócesis para escuchar ideas, 
pensamientos y perspectivas para el futuro de 
la Iglesia en Oklahoma. Encuentre más infor-
mación y un horario completo en archokc.org/
synod-spanish.

n Para enviar fotos, 
información sobre 
eventos o ideas 
de historias que 
pueden ser 
publicadas, envíe 
un correo 
electrónico a 
communications@
archokc.org.
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Briefs

Oklahoma Catholic Radio has 
a new chaplain! Father Daniel 
Grover, pastor of Saint Matthew 
Catholic Church in Elk City, 
was recently named chaplain, 
following the tenure of Father 
Christopher Brashears. 

Chaplains support the spir-
itual well-being of apostolates 
and the evangelistic activity of 
various ministries. Examples 
that come to mind are hospital 
chaplains, but the military, hos-
pice care and prison ministry 
are other examples that all find 
chaplain work vital.

Father Danny is not new to 
OKCR listeners and supporters. 
He is passionate about Catholic 
radio as an effective form for 
evangelization. 

“That’s why I give up four 
days a year as pastor to go on 
the air during the radiothons 
and tell as many people as I 
can how Catholic radio can 
help transform their lives as 
they get to know Jesus Christ. 
The resources are right there 
on programs like “Catholic 
Answers Live.” I learn and use 
the material in their booklets, 

not only in my sermons, but in 
classes catechizing in my own 
parish.”

As pastor in Elk City, Father 
Danny’s vision for OKCR has 
expanded. 

“I see how much we could do 
with local programming,” he 
said, “but right now, engineer-
ing – the technology to program 
– is holding us back.” 

Another challenge that sur-
faced in our conversation was 
appealing to different audienc-
es. “We don’t have programs 
that teens listen to. They don’t 
listen to the radio – period.”

As chaplain, Father Danny 
is exploring how to engage his 
parishioners and other listen-
ers in the local Elk City station, 
making their experience more 
regional and personal.  

“Think about the truckers 
driving that western stretch 
of Interstate 40, and they find 
OKCR.” 

The new chaplain under-
stands Catholic radio can 
introduce us and connect us to 
Jesus Christ. He invites us to 
take what we learn from Cath-
olic radio and put the Gospel 
into practice. Father Danny 
will walk with us, but be ready 
when his enthusiasm causes 
him to break into a run!

Are you listening?
By Sally Crowe Nash

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Antlers - 90.3 FM

Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM
Clinton - 98.3 FM

Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Prague - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abby have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Serra Club meeting
The Serra Club of Oklahoma 

City will meet at 10:30 a.m. Feb. 
15 at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
Speakers will be Rosemary and 
Dcn. Paul Lewis. Visit serraokc.org.

Rose Day
The annual pro-life rally will be 

at 11:30 a.m. Feb. 16 at the Okla-
homa State Capitol. Kay James 
will be the speaker. Advocates be-
gin handing out roses at 9:30 a.m.

Men’s Evening of Recollection
The Prelature of Opus Dei 

presents a “Men’s Evening of 
Recollection” at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 
24 in the chapel at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center, 7501 Northwest 
Expressway in Oklahoma City. A 
priest and a layman of Opus Dei 
will present talks on how men can 
sanctify their day-to-day activities 
for God’s glory. Confession avail-
able. Evening will culminate in 
fellowship and refreshments.

Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference

The Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
Conference is Feb. 26 at Embassy 
Suites, 2501 Conference Dr. in 
Norman. Speakers are Kimberly 
Hahn, Leah Darrow and Sr. Marie 
Veritas. Price $65; late price $75. 
Register at okcatholicwomen.com. 

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Finding 

Joy in Lent” presented by Abbot 
Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B., is 

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Feb. 26 at St. 
Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. MacAr-
thur St., Shawnee. Limited seat-
ing. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Carnival
The annual carnival for St. Bene-

dict Catholic Church is 5:30 p.m. 
– 9 p.m. Feb. 26 at 632 N. Kicka-
poo in Shawnee.  The indoor Mardi 
Gras themed carnival includes 
carnival games, Bingo, corn hole, 
cake walk, bake sale, face painting 
and food booths (American, Cajun 
and street tacos). 

Encounter with God’s Call
An Encounter with God’s Call 

weekend is Feb. 26-28 at Concep-
tion Seminary College for young 
men discerning the priesthood. 
The weekend is free of charge. 
Visit ewgc.org. Contact Fr. John 
Herrera at (405) 709-2758. 

Faith Community Nurses’ 
conference

The 15th annual Faith Commu-
nity Nurses’ conference “Growing 
Our Faith Community Nursing 
Ministry” is March 2-3 online 
and in-person at Kramer School 
of Nursing, 2501 N. Blackwelder 
Ave. in Oklahoma City on March 2 
and Crossings Community Cen-
ter, 10255 N. Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Oklahoma City on March 3. Visit 
fcnaok.org. 

Green Tie Gala 
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City pres-
ent the Green Tie Gala at 6 p.m. 
March 5 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 N.E. 63 in Oklahoma City. 
The gala benefits the Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers in 
Stockyards City and Norman. Visit 
greentiegala.org.  

John Michael Talbot music
A service of prayer and music 

with John Michael Talbot will be 
at 3 p.m. March 6 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Freewill offering will be 
accepted. 

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Con-
ference

In the Father’s Footsteps, Cath-
olic Men’s Conference is 8:45 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. March 12 at Embassy 
Suites and Conference Center, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Cost $59 until Feb. 14, then $69; 
college student $39; high school 
student $29. Speakers are Msgr. 
James Shea, Brian Greenfield, 
Marcellino D’Ambrosio and Steve 
Ray. Register at catholicmen.net.

Serra Club meeting
The Serra Club of Oklahoma City 

will meet at 10:30 a.m. March 15 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 

7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
The speaker will be Fr. Stephen 
Bird. Visit serraokc.org.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “The Liturgies 

of Holy Week: A Journey through 
time and space” presented by 
Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., is 

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. March 26 at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 
seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.
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February 

13   Sixth Sunday in Ordinary 
       Time.

13   World Marriage Day.

13   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

14   St. Valentine’s Day.

14   Feast of Sts. Cyril and 
       Methodius.

15   Serra Club of Oklahoma City 
       meeting, 10:30 a.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center, 7501 North-
       west Expressway, OKC. 
       Speakers are Rosemary and 
       Dcn. Paul Lewis. Visit 
       serraokc.org.

15   Suicide grief support group, 
       6 p.m. - 7 p.m., St. Francis, 
       1901 N.W. 18, OKC.

16   Rose Day, pro-life rally, 11:30 
       a.m., Oklahoma State Capitol. 
       Advocates begin handing 
       out roses at 9:30 a.m.

17   Feast of The Seven Holy 
       Founders of the Servite 
       Order.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 / Cell: 405-514-7660 
kevin.pierce@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
1677, 2974, 3113, 3309, 7392, 9334, 10388, 

11194, 11633, 11959, 13313, 13366, 15834

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 5160, 
5354, 9901, 12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Pierce Ad_12x8_8-21.qxp_Pierce Ad 12x8  9/3/21  1:46 PM  Page 1

17   Monthly Novena to the Infant   
        Jesus. Nine days of novenas 
        to the Infant Jesus of Prague. 
        During the nine days, the no-
        vena prayers will be: Mon
        day-Friday following Noon 
        Mass, Saturday following 5 
        p.m. Mass, and Sunday 
        following 11 a.m. Mass.

17    Charismatic Catholic prayer 
        meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
        Pastoral Center. Contact 
        Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
        ccrprayers@gmail.com.

19    Lay Missionaries of Charity, 
        the lay order of the Mission-
        aries of Charity of St. Teresa 
        of Calcutta, meet on the first 
        Saturday of each month at St. 
        Ann’s Independent Living 
        Center in the St. Joachim 
        Chapel for Holy Mass at 9:30 
        a.m. followed by Eucharis-
        tic Adoration, the Rosary and 
        the Chaplet. A meeting is held 
       10 a.m. – Noon in the confer-
        ence room.

19    The Oklahoma City Commu-
        nity of Secular Carmelites 
        meeting, Little Flower, OKC. 
        Anyone interested in deep-
        ening prayer life with commu-
        nity support, call Vicky 
        Caudell, (405) 637-4611 or 
       William Ginn, (405) 737-2024.

20    Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
        Time.

20   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

21   Feast of St. Peter Damian.

21   Presidents’ Day.

22   Feast of The Chair of St. Peter 
       the Apostle.

23   Feast of St. Polycarp.

24   Men’s Evening of Recollection, 
       6:30 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

24   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

26   Oklahoma Catholic Women’s 
       Conference, Embassy Suites, 
       2501 Conference Dr., Nor-
       man. okcatholicwomen.com.

26   Day of Reflection, “Finding 
       Joy in Lent,” 8:30 a.m. - 
       3p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey,
       1900 W. MacArthur St., 
       Shawnee.

26   Encounter with God’s Call 
       weekend, Feb. 26-28, Concep-
       tion Seminary College. Con-
       tact Fr. John Herrera, (405) 
       709-2758.
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TET
MASS

Archbishop Coakley celebrated 
the annual TET Mass on Jan. 
29 at St. Andrew Dung Lac 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
City. A celebration for the 
Vietnamese New Year was held 
after Mass. Photos Chris Porter/
Sooner Catholic.


