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Go Make Disciples

Annual Rose Day 
celebrates life, adoption

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

Find moments of 
silence this Lent, 

connect three 
pillars of season

Each year, the Catholic Church 
in the United States celebrates 
religious women during Catholic 
Sisters Week. This year, Catholic 
Sisters Week is March 8-14. 

The week shines a light on the spirituality, 
mission and community building of women re-
ligious. Some of the ways to celebrate women 
religious in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is to call or write to a religious sister who had 
an impact, help a ministry run or started by a 
local religious sister or encourage young wom-
en to considering a vocation to religious life. 

The archdiocese includes representatives 
from 12 religious orders for women. Among 
them is Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. 

Sister Diane Koorie, R.S.M., took her reli-
gious vows in 1963. Beginning as an educator 
and health care provider, she now serves on 
boards (hospital, school and a national min-
istry association), several committees of these 
boards and does advocacy work. She is the 
local sister liaison with the Oklahoma Mercy 
Associates. A good portion of her time is spent 
serving on the Sisters of Mercy Institute an-
ti-racism and racial equity committee, and on 
the board of the National Association for Lay 
Ministry. She also is a catechist for RCIA.

“Religious life is a gift to the Church. It is 
one way we live out our Baptism. We all have 
one vocation, the call to holiness. Each of us 
must then discern how she is being called to 

become holy. For some, 
it is through the sacrament of marriage, 
for some it is as a single adult, for some it is 
to live in community with others rather than 
one’s own immediate family,” she said.

“Community life is one of mutual support, 
shared prayer and daily life. We make vows of 
poverty, to live as simply as possible so that 
others might simply live; chastity, to strive for 
right relationship with all persons, with the 
human dignity and worth of each as God’s 
people; and obedience, deeply listening to and 
led by the Holy Spirit to walk the path of Mer-
cy that God has for each of us.”

Koorie attended Catholic school for elemen-
tary and high school where she met sisters, 
came to know them and their works, and in 
high school was involved in service with the 
sisters. She said she gradually was being 
drawn to the life and work the sisters led. 

continued on page 9

Sr. Diane Koorie, R.S.M.

Fina
Chongwa 
and Victoria 
Ososanya, 
sophomores 
at Bishop 
McGuinness 
Catholic 
High School. 
Photo Eliana 
Tedrow/
Sooner 
Catholic.

continued on page 10

Pro-life advocates from across Okla-
homa gathered Feb. 16 at the Okla-
homa State Capitol for “Rose Day,” an 
annual event where participants offer 
roses to their legislators. The gesture 

symbolized their support for the un-
born. 

Rebecca Farley stood with her friend, 
Colin Gormley, next to the Catholic 
Charities table. The seniors from Bish-
op McGuinness Catholic High School 

“Religious life is a gift to the Church”

WASHINGTON – How can 
Catholics approach Lent this 
year in a fresh way?

In interviews with Catholic 
News Service, two authors pro-
vided their insights on how to 

continued on page 8

By Anna Capizzi Galvez 
Catholic News Service 
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a During this Catholic 
Sisters Week, we pray for all 
women religious. May they 
continue to deepen their 
relationship with God, their 
outreach to God’s people 
and their care for the earth. 
May their lives of prayer and 
ministry inspire others to 
join them in membership and 
mission. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

a In the Feb. 13 issue of 
the Sooner Catholic, a photo 
on Pg. 10 was misidentified. 
The photo is of a couple at a 
marriage retreat, and not of 
Dcn. Howard Harper and his 
wife Laurie.

a Find items such as rosa-
ries, prayer cards and Gua-
temalan crafts at the Rother 
Store online at rotherstore.
com. 

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

Our two principal holy days are Christmas and 
Easter. These are so pivotal that the joy of these cele-
brations cannot be expressed in a single day’s obser-
vance. 

The Church’s liturgical tradition allows us to linger 
over these key events. It gives us a full octave (eight 
days) to celebrate the joy of these great holy days, al-
lowing us to experience their grace and meaning more 
deeply. The octaves of these feasts encompass other 
observances as well. 

We have been preparing for an historic moment 
for the Church in Oklahoma ever since the beatifi-
cation of Blessed Stanley Rother in 2017. We have 
been dreaming, planning, sacrificing, building and 
now finally anticipating the dedication of the shrine, 
which will honor Blessed Stanley as the first U.S.-
born martyr and priest ever beatified by the Catholic 
Church. Like Jesus the Good Shepherd, this Oklaho-
ma priest from Okarche gave his life for the flock he 
loved and served as a missionary in Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala. 

The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine along Interstate 
35 in Oklahoma City is being built to glorify God and 
to honor this good shepherd whom the Lord raised 
up. The shrine, now under construction, will be 
Blessed Stanley’s final resting place.

It will be a place of pilgrimage for those seeking 
Blessed Stanley’s intercession and coming to learn 
and be inspired by his heroic life at the museum and 
pilgrim center that are part of the 53-acre campus. 
But, it has other aspects as well. 

Recognizing the need to ease the overcrowding of 
many of our smaller churches around the metro area 
that largely serve Hispanic communities, this church 
will be the largest Catholic Church in Oklahoma, ac-
commodating 2,000 people. 

It will be a church for all Catholics and all who seek 
the Lord with Masses celebrated regularly in Spanish 
and English. It will be a place where major archdioce-
san events can be held such as large ordinations and 
the annual Rite of Election. 

The campus also will honor Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and Saint Juan Diego at the Tepeyac Hill that has 
been constructed as a place for pilgrimage and devo-
tion. The large Zocalo plaza in front of the church will 
be a place for gatherings and processions throughout 
the year. 

Over time, the campus will be enhanced with beau-
tiful landscaping and devotional spaces for prayer. 
The campus, including its church, the grounds and 
future buildings will continue to be developed and 

beautified for many 
years to come.

We just announced 
that the solemn dedica-
tion of the Blessed Stan-
ley Rother Shrine will be 
on Friday, Nov. 4. The 
solemn dedication of the 
church will be enfolded 
within an “octave” (eight 
days) of observances, beginning on Sunday, Oct. 30, 
and concluding with the first Sunday Masses on Nov. 
6. 

There is such a variety of elements to this campus 
and so many people who have contributed to bringing 
us to this point that we plan to celebrate throughout 
the week with events at various sites on the campus.

The week will begin with the transfer of the body 
of Blessed Stanley Rother from the Resurrection 
Cemetery mausoleum to The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help for an all-night vigil beginning on 
Sunday, Oct. 30. All are invited to share in this time 
of prayer.

On Oct. 31, the casket containing the body of 
Blessed Stanley will depart the cathedral and be 
transferred to the chapel at the shrine where it will be 
entombed. There will be a dedication of the altar in 
the chapel during a special Mass with all the priests 
of Oklahoma. 

The following day, the Solemnity of All Saints (Nov. 
1) will include the blessing of the pilgrim center and 
museum. Continuing through these days there will be 
previews, tours and events for members of the Rother 
family, special guests and visiting dignitaries, includ-
ing bishops from around the country. 

The solemn dedication of the shrine church and 
altar on Nov. 4 will be open to the public and live-
streamed for all who wish to participate. On Satur-
day, Nov. 5, we will bless the Tepeyac Hill and the 
bronze figures of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint 
Juan Diego, which will grace its summit. This will be 
a public event and include a procession around to the 
top of Tepeyac. 

Many more details will be forthcoming, but it is very 
exciting that we have come this far in this shared 
endeavor. We have reached this point only through 
the prayers and generous sacrifices of thousands of 
people around Oklahoma and around the world. 

I invite you to mark your calendars for this special 
“octave.” Please continue to pray for the canonization 
of Blessed Stanley Rother.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

An “octave” of celebration

Prayer for Christlikeness
John Henry 

Cardinal Newman

Dear Jesus, 
help me to spread 

your fragrance 
everywhere I go;

Flood my soul with your 
spirit and life;

Penetrate and possess my 
whole being so completely

That all my life may be only 
a radiance of yours;

Shine through me and 
be so in me

That everyone with whom 
I come into contact

May feel your presence 
within me.

Let them look up and see no 
longer me – but only Jesus.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

Feb. 21 - March 1 – Institute for Priestly Formation Retreat for Bishops
March 2 – School Mass, 9:30 a.m., Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, OKC
March 2 – Ash Wednesday Mass, 6 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
March 3 – School Mass, 8:15 a.m., St. Eugene, OKC
March 3 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 3 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC
March 4 – St. Ann Retirement Center Board meeting, 8 a.m., CPC
March 5 – Green Tie Gala, 6 p.m., National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, OKC
March 6 – Rites of Election, 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC
March 8 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC
March 8 – Archdiocesan Review Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
March 9 – Resurrection Cemetery Board meeting, 8:30 a.m., CPC
March 9 – Priests Personnel Board meeting, 3 p.m., CPC
March 10 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
March 10 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC
March 12 – Catholic Men’s Conference, Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center, Norman
March 12 – Retreat in Daily Life reunion dinner, 5:30 p.m., Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center, Norman
March 13 – Confirmation, 10:30 a.m., St. Anthony of Padua, Okeene (w/ St. Ann, Fairview)

The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre 
is a resource for prayers and financial support 
for Catholics in the Holy Land.

Catholics who live there often cannot find 
jobs and are being forced to sell their proper-
ty. They cannot support their schools, hospi-
tals and parishes.  

The United States is divided into nine lieu-
tenancies. The Oklahoma dioceses are under 
the direction of Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of 
Houston and consists of New Mexico, Texas, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma. This area of the 
country remains the leading contributor to the 
Latin Patriarchate of the Holy Land.   

On a local level, there are 108 members in 
the arch-
diocesan 
section. 
Members 
Dean and 
Cheryl 
Spence, 
like Arch-
bishop 
Coakley, 
have 
been 
active for 
11 years. 

“A 
recent 
dinner of 
the local 
chapter, 
in asso-
ciation 
with the 
local 
Order of 
Malta, 
was held 
for the Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem. 
Our program was a great success for the only 
hospital in Israel that provides maternity and 
fetal care,” Dean Spence said.  

Between three and eight new members are 
admitted each year from the archdiocese. One 

recommendation for 
membership is that 
members visit the 
Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jeru-
salem.   

Terre Cooke Chaf-
fin and her hus-
band, John Chaffin, 
M.D., are new mem-
bers of the society. 

“The society was 
started almost a 
1,000 years ago, 
during the period of 
the First Crusade to 
protect Christianity 
in the Holy Land. 
Saint John Paul II 
put a renewed em-
phasis on protect-
ing the Holy Land 
during his reign as 
pontiff. The goal, 
of course, is to strengthen members’ prac-
tice and faith in the Catholic Church,” Terre 
Cooke Chaffin said.  

Dorsman and Sheryl Morsman also are 
members. 

“We are honored to be members of this 
order. The purpose of the Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem is to sup-
port the Christians in the Holy Land through 
financial assistance and prayerful support,” 
Dorsman Morsman said.

“We are urged to make a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land where we are able to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus as we walk with the current 
inhabitants of this land.” 

Dean Spence added, “To walk in the steps 
of Christ, on the same land as Jesus and to 
see Golgotha where he died for us and makes 
every Gospel come alive and enhances every-
one’s faith.” 

“While membership is by invita-
tion only, if you are interested in 
this mission, you can talk to your 
priest. Your priest will pass along 
your interest.”    

The purpose of the order is the 
following:

• To strengthen in its members the prac-
tice of Christian life in absolute fidelity to 
the Supreme Pontiff and according to the 
teachings of the Church, observing as 
its foundation the principles of charity of 
which the order is a fundamental means 
for assistance to the Holy Land;

• To sustain and aid the charitable, cul-
tural and social works and institutions 
of the Catholic Church in the Holy Land, 
particularly those of and in the Latin Pa-
triarchate of Jerusalem, with which the 
order maintains traditional ties;

• To support the preservation and propa-
gation of the faith in those lands;

• To sustain the rights of the Catholic 
Church in the Holy Land.

To learn more, visit holysepulchre.net or 
search the Vatican website.

Charles Albert is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.
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Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre aids 
Catholics in the Holy Land

The dedication of the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine will be Nov. 
4. Among the crew members work-
ing diligently to build the shrine is 
Randy England, a superintendent 
for The Boldt Company. England 
recently was awarded Superinten-
dent of the Year by the Oklahoma 
Chapter of the Association of Gen-
eral Contractors. England brings 
more than 40 years of passion and 
expertise to his role as a superin-
tendent at Boldt.

To learn more about the shrine or 
to watch a live webcam, go online 
to rothershrine.org. To help secure 
the future of the shrine, go to give.
rothershrine.org.

Rother shrine update

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

Archbishop Coakley wearing his Holy Sepulchre isignias with Robert and Connie 
Robles. Photos provided.

Banner for the Equestrian Order of 
the Holy Sepulchre.
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Feisty, firebrand, aristo-
crat and champion of 
the oppressed, are words 

and phrases used to describe 
Father Joseph Anciaux, and 
quite accurately as he was all 
those things and more. 

In the pantheon of characters 
who have served in Oklahoma, 
Father Anciaux ranks easily in 
the top five.

Born in Namur, Belgium, in 
1860, he was of noble blood and 
never tired of making that fact 
known, especially in dealing 
with southern bishops. His un-
cle was Cardinal Van Rossum, 
prefect of the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Propagation of the 
Faith. Throughout his time in 
the United States, he upbraid-
ed priests and bishops alike for 
their prejudice, and would drop 
the names of his friends such as 
Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore 
and Cardinal Ryan of Philadel-
phia. 

Father Anciaux arrived in 
Oklahoma in 1902 to be chap-
lain at Saint John’s School in 
Hominy Creek. He was assigned 
to Langston (which was an 
African American enclave) to 
be pastor in 1903. He became 
an advocate for the people 
of Langston and developed a 
true devotion for the people he 
served. 

Appalled by a southern bish-
op’s disdain for the possibility of 
black clergy (not Oklahoma as 
he spoke of his friends in Okla-
homa throughout his life with 

affection), he wrote, “I 
speak to you as a man 
that if you despise 
sacred orders for col-

ored men, if you deny the super-
natural order and if you believe 
more in your southern customs 
than in the Holy Church, then 
you are not fit for office.” 

Such scathing remarks are 
not designed to win friends and 
influence and that was most 
assuredly not his goal. However, 
the insights he gained did influ-
ence a very important person, 
Pope Leo XIII. 

In a letter to the Holy Father, 
he lashed out at the innate prej-
udice of the Church in America. 
As a result, the Vatican formed 
the Catholic Board for Mission 
Work among the Colored People 
in 1907. His uncle’s connec-
tions didn’t hurt in making this 
happen, but it was primarily 
Father Anciaux’s persistence 
that helped to bring about the 
formation.

In 1904, seeing his vocation 
being steered toward African 

Americans, he joined the Jose-
phite order whose apostolate 
was to the black community. 
Father James White, historian, 
relates, “He was something of 
an embarrassment to the Jo-
sephites because of his volatile 
tongue and his habit, when 
writing letters to American bish-
ops, of comparing their ancestry 
unfavorably with his own.”

Father Joseph Anciaux re-
turned to Belgium in 1920 as he 
battled health issues, and some 
southern bishops undoubted-
ly breathed a sigh of relief. It 
is important to note, however, 
that regardless of how difficult 
he could be, he was a necessary 
thorn in the side in remind-
ing the Church that Jim Crow 
laws and blissful ignorance of 
the situation were simply not 
Christian. With his mark made, 
he passed from this life on Feb. 
23, 1931.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Retreat In Daily Life reunion 
 

March 12 marks the 400th anniversary of the 
canonization of St. Ignatius of Loyola. To cele-
brate the anniversary and Retreat In Daily Life 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, all past 
retreatants, facilitators and spiritual directors 
are invited to a Mass and dinner with Archbishop 
Coakley at 4 p.m. at the Embassy Suites in Nor-
man. For more information and to register, visit 
archokc.org/reunion.

Fr. Joseph Anciaux is on the far right. Langston, 1903. 

“Make Straight the Way”
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa   

March 1 and 2: Fr. Zachary Boazman, 
associate pastor, St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Ponca City.

March 8 and 9: Dcn. Larry Sousa, St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, Norman, and 
co-founder – Oklahoma Catholic Radio (Part 1).

March 15 and 16: Dcn. Larry Sousa, 
St. Joseph Catholic Church, Norman, and 
co-founder – Oklahoma Catholic Radio (Part 2).

March 22 and 23: Jeff Finnell, St. Monica 
Catholic Church, Edmond, and co-founder – 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio (Part 1).

March 29 and 30: Jeff Finnell, St. Monica 
Catholic Church, Edmond, and co-founder – 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio (Part 2).

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Okla-
homa Catholic Radio Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
Tune in at okcr.org.
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Catholic Charities’ Brian Smith honored as 
Christ the King distinguished graduate

Christ the King Catholic 
School honored Brian 
Smith as the 2022 Christ 
the King School Distin-

guished Graduate. 
Smith is a 2001 graduate of 

Christ the King Catholic School and 
continues to be active in the church 
community. He serves as the direc-
tor of parish engagement for Cath-
olic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City, assisting parishes 
with serving the poor and most vul-
nerable in their communities.

After Smith graduated from 
Christ the King, he attended Bishop 

McGuinness Catholic High School 
and then earned a degree from the 
University of Kansas in 2010. 

Smith is an active parishioner at 
Christ the King Catholic Church, 
serving in several roles, including as 
a member of the confirmation team 
and the ACTS small groups and re-
treat teams, and by providing faith 
formation opportunities for school 
faculty. 

He also is a board member at The 
Dale Rogers Training Center and 
volunteers on the Catholic Charities 
USA National Parish Social Ministry 
Team.

Fr. Rex Arnold, pastor, Amy Feighny, Christ the King Catholic School principal, and 
Distinguished Graduate Brian Smith. Photo provided.

“Happy Catholic Schools Week!”
From Jan. 30 to Feb. 5, students, parents, 

faculty and staff at Catholic schools in the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City celebrated National 
Catholic Schools Week. The following letter from 
Lara Schuler, director of Catholic education for 
the archdiocese, was sent to Catholic school 
principals. 

“Happy Catholic Schools Week! Today, across 
the country Catholic schools are honoring 
faculty and staff and all the hard work that 
goes into the formation of children. As Catholic 
school educators, we are called to an incredible 
task. We welcome students into our classrooms 
with the daunting mission of releasing them 
at the end of the year stronger in their faith 
life, academically prepared for the next level, 
and psychologically and emotionally developed 
according to their age level. 

We pass on life skills in building friendships, 
overcoming adversity, leadership, sportsman-
ship, and recognizing and loving our neighbor 
through prayer and visible practical action. We 
form children for their mission of reaching the 
ultimate goal: a full, well-lived life that ends 
with eternal life with Christ. It takes the village 
working as a team to conduct this mission, and 
it takes dedicated and loving people willing to 
answer this call to be part of this team. You are 
the hands, feet and mouth of Christ for your 
students in your classroom. What you say and 
do matters greatly in both big and small ways in 

the everyday life of the students you influence. 
The majority of adults can look back and 

remember at least one teacher who was special 
to them in some way. And, most of the time, it 
wasn’t because of the academic subject being 
taught or the grades received. It was because 
that person directed them to the truth, good-
ness and beauty of God. They showed them 
they were loved by being compassionate while 
maintaining high expectations for their behav-
ior and course work. 

It is usually the teacher who was honest 
about their strengths and shortcomings and 
gave them practical help to improve both. It 
was the teacher who cared about their strug-
gles outside of school and gave them the direc-
tion and assistance to navigate them positively. 
It was the teacher who did not let them fall into 
making excuses that allowed them to be less 
than they were meant to be. It is the teach-
er who loved them, regardless of if they were 
thanked or respected as they should have been 
by others. 

As educators, we look back and recognize our 
own great teachers who played a role in our life 
story. Your students will do the same. They will 
recognize your knowledge, dedication, sacri-
fice and your love. If we think of our students 
each as a beautiful tapestry, we quickly realize 
that we only get to see the portion of the pic-
ture that we work on, but our work affects the 
beauty of the whole piece. We so often must fo-
cus on the messy thread side of the fabric. But 

God, he has designed the image and sees the 
whole picture before it is done. He has chosen 
who the craftsmen of the piece will be. You are 
one of those people! 

I would like to express my personal gratitude 
and the gratitude of Archbishop Coakley and 
the whole of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
for all that you have done this year to serve 
your students and their families in this spirit of 
love. Your dedication amid numerous obstacles 
this year is inspiring to us, to the parents, and 
to the students sitting in the seats. Bravo to 
the job you are doing! 

While we have had some snow days this 
week, many teachers across the archdiocese 
are still teaching virtually to meet the needs 
of students. We would like to offer a small 
gift to each school administrator, teacher and 
staff member by designating March 11, 2022, 
as a No School Day. This would be the Friday 
preceding Spring Break. It is hopeful that this 
will give teachers time to plan accordingly so 
that on that day they can be truly off the clock. 
Thank you for all you do to serve in our Cath-
olic schools with joy. Happy Catholic Schools 
Week!” 

Respectfully yours, 
Lara Schuler
Director of Catholic Education 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org
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The Altar Society at St. Ann Catholic Church in Elgin hosted the new officers of the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women on Feb. 12. Photos provided.

Parishioners at St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church in Okeene held a 
fundraiser in November to raise money 
for a new family parish hall. Chances 
for two prizes were auctioned off and 
raised a total of $11,600. One of the 
prizes was the opportunity to com-
mission a piece of stained-glass art 
made by a parishioner. Parishioners at 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church in Duncan sold many 
tickets as well. Photos provided.

Jim Beckman, executive director of 
the Secretariat for Evangelization and 
Catechesis, was honored Feb. 9 with 
the national St. John Bosco Accom-
paniment Award by the National Fed-
eration for Catholic Youth Ministry. 
Photo provided.

Dave Savage, executive director of 
The Papal Foundation, Ken and 
Karen Kenworthy and Sara and Steve 
Brown, attended the 2022 Legatus 
Summit in Amelia Island, Fla. The 
weekend was centered on the theme, 
“The One,” echoing the call of the cat-
echism to focus on the Eucharist as 
the source and summit of Christian 
life. Photo provided.

On Jan. 22, Archbishop Coakley celebrated Mass in 
McLoud at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church with 
Fr. Davasahayam (Deva) Undralla and Dcn. Paul Al-
bert. The celebration continued with a catered recep-
tion. Photos provided.  

On Feb. 9, three seminarians from the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, Jonah 
Beckham, John Grim and Xander 
Schmidt received the Rite of Admis-
sion to Candidacy for Holy Orders 
during Mass at Kenrick Glennon Sem-
inary in Missouri. Photo provided.
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Friendship between parishes, priests

Archbishop Coakley 
celebrated Mass on the 
Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Feb. 11 at St. 
Mary Catholic Church in 
Ponca City to launch the 
Annual Catholic Appeal. 
The Mass was followed 
by a catered reception in 
the McGurk Room in the 
adjacent administration 
offices. Also pictured is 
Fr. Carson Krittenbrink. 
Photo Everett Brazil III/
Sooner Catholic.

a To send
photos, event
information or
story ideas, e-mail
communications@
archokc.org.

aTo begin or
change a print or
digital subscription
to the Sooner
Catholic visit
soonercatholic.org.

The Knights of 
Columbus held 
a Free Throw 
Championship 
in January at 
Bl. Sacrament 
Catholic Church 
in Lawton. Photo 
provided.

A change to an existing state law offers the 
potential for tremendous growth for a program 
that helps low-income Oklahoma families af-
ford Catholic school tuition.

The Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act has 
been on the books in Oklahoma since 2011. 
The act allows individuals and qualifying 
businesses to make gifts to Scholarship Grant-
ing Organizations and receive tax credits in 
return. The maximum annual credit is $1,000 
for individual filers, $2,000 for couples filing 
jointly and $100,000 for qualified business 
entities.

Through 2021, the law capped total credits 
at $5 million annually, which has been exceed-
ed the past several years. But, the state Legis-
lature approved a change that – beginning in 
2022 – raised the cap to $50 million, with $25 
million for private schools and $25 million for 
public schools.

One of several Scholarship Granting Organi-
zations, the Tax Credit Scholarship program, 
generated $1.65 million in gifts in 
2021 for scholarships to low-in-
come students. This fall, several 
hundred students will re-
ceive a financial need-based 
scholarship to attend one 
of the 19 Catholic schools 
throughout the archdiocese.

Raising the cap will allow 
for more gifts, particularly 
from the business commu-
nity. Those gifts, in turn, will 
help more children attend 
Catholic schools. That’s a 
victory for students, for their 
families and for our Catholic 
schools.

How important is TCS? At Sa-
cred Heart Catholic School in El Reno, 
the principal reported that 26 of its 98 stu-
dents were scholarship recipients this school 

year. Without TCS, those children would not 
be receiving the Christ-centered education the 

school provides.
“Tax Credit Scholarships help to 
give parents options to choose 

schools that fit all of the devel-
opmental needs of their child: 
spiritual, academic, moral, 
emotional and physical,” said 
Lara Schuler, director of Cath-
olic education for the archdio-
cese. “All students should have 
an opportunity to learn that 

God loves them and that he has 
a great plan for their life. They 
learn this in Catholic schools in 
so many ways.”

Learn more about the Tax 
Credit Scholarship program at 

tcsok.org or by calling (405) 721-
4115.

Peter de Keratry is executive director of the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma.
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Raising the cap: A great opportunity
By Peter L. de Keratry 
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On Feb. 5, more than 400 
people gathered at the Cath-
olic Pastoral Center in Okla-
homa City for the annual 
“Sembradores de la Fe” event. 
The event began with Mass 
celebrated in Spanish by 
Archbishop Coakley and Fr. 
William Banowsky, associate 
pastor, St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church. 

Andres Arango, from the 
Diocese of Camden, N.J., and 
Alfonso Lara, from the Centro 
de San Juan Diego in Denver, 
were the speakers. Several 
ecclesial movements from 
the archdiocese participated, 
including Talleres de Oración y 
Vida, Cursillistas, Renovación 
Carismática and Encuentro 
Matrimonal Mundial. 

The event included live music, 
vendors, food, drinks and a 
photo booth. 

Photos Maria de Loera.

continued from page 1

Sembradores de la Fe

Veteran journalist, communications director to retire 
from Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

OKLAHOMA CITY – After serving eight years 
as the director of communications and edi-
tor of the Sooner Catholic newspaper for the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, veteran journalist 
Diane Clay will be leaving 
the position this Spring. 

Archbishop Paul Coakley 
announced the departure 
on Feb. 21.

“Diane has been an 
incredible asset to me, our 
staff and clergy, and to the 
archdiocese as we navigat-
ed some of the most diffi-
cult and joyful situations, 
including the beatification 

of Blessed Stanley Rother,” Archbishop Coak-
ley said. “We have been fortunate to tap into 

Diane’s background as a newspaper reporter 
and utilize her experience with everything 
from politics to motherhood to make us bet-
ter. I am hopeful we will find another qualified 
communications expert who is being called to 
serve.”   

Clay, who began her journalism career at 
The Oklahoman in 1994, is leaving the chan-
cery to help raise her first grandchild who is 
due in June. She will continue as a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic and assist with 
continued planning of multiple projects, in-
cluding the dedication of the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine in November.

“Serving Archbishop Coakley and the Catho-
lic Church in Oklahoma has changed my life, 
and I have been blessed by this experience 
and the people I’ve met in so many ways,” 
Clay said. “There aren’t many jobs that could 

pull me away from the chancery except for the 
role of grandma, which I am beyond excited to 
dive into.”

The archdiocese has begun the search for a 
new director of communications. As a mem-
ber of the senior staff, the director of com-
munications will represent the archdiocese, 
archbishop and chancery to the media by 
crafting communications, social media, public 
relations and marketing strategies. 

The director also will serve as editor of the 
Sooner Catholic newspaper. Along with ex-
perience requirements in journalism and/or 
marketing, the director must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing. 

For more information about the position, 
to submit a resume or for questions, e-mail 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Diane Clay

make Lent meaningful in 2022 – 
especially since this is the third 
Lent the Church will observe 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Think of Lent as a season of rest, 
said Paul Jarzembowski, author 
of the 2022 book “Hope from the 
Ashes: Insights and Resources for 
Welcoming Lenten Visitors.”

Many people come back and 
connect to the Church during Lent 
because “there’s something that’s 
weighing heavy on their hearts,” 
Jarzembowski said.

“Lent is a time where the Church 
invites people to lay a lot of those 
issues at the feet of the Lord and 
to go through Lent alongside Jesus 
who also is, we see in Lent, walking 
that journey too,” added Jarzem-
bowski, associate director for the 

laity in the Secretariat of Laity, 
Marriage, Family Life and Youth 
at the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

Tsh Oxenreider, writer, podcaster 
and author of the 2022 devotional 
“Bitter & Sweet: A Journey Into 
Easter,” said that this third Lent 
of the pandemic is unique in that 
many are saying they are ready to 
reembrace Lent again.

“It was almost like the first Lent 
snuck up on us” at the beginning 
of the pandemic and “we were 
just in survival mode,” Oxenreider 
said. “Then, the second Lent came 
around and it was like, we just had 
Lent. We’ve been in Lent this whole 
time; it felt like it.”

But, now in 2022 many peo-
ple are realizing the value of the 
rhythms of the liturgical calendar 
and are acknowledging the good 

that Lent provides in our lives, Ox-
enreider said.

One way to refresh Lenten prac-
tice this year is to connect how 
someone observes the three tradi-
tional pillars of Lent: fasting, alms-
giving and prayer.

“See if there are creative ways 
you can dovetail what you sense 
God calling you to fast from with 
your prayer and your giving,” she 
said. Together with your fasting, “is 
there some sort of giving you can 
do toward local food situations? ... 
Focus some of your prayer on food 
insecurity around the world.”

“Not only does that check those 
boxes with giving and prayer, but it 
actually provides more meaning to 
the fast,” Oxenreider said.

To approach Lent with a fresh 
perspective, try to find moments of 
silence, Jarzembowski suggested.

“Lent affords us some time to re-
ally be quiet. If that’s quiet in one’s 
personal prayer space; if that’s 
quiet getting in the car and going 
over to a church or a sacred space; 
if that’s online. Wherever someone 
can find that quiet and you know 
that you have the time to do,” he 
said.

Jarzembowski compared Lent to 
baseball’s spring training in that 
both are practice seasons.

“During spring training, you 
practice on the fundamentals. You 
try things out you’ve never tried 
before so that when it’s time for the 
regular season, what we would call 
after Easter, you’ve had this time 
to practice. During Lent, (practice) 
moments to just shut it down” 
to gift yourself with moments of 
silence, pause and reflection, he 
added.

“My family held a 
religious vocation in 
high regard, so I was 
very supported in con-
sidering religious life 
for myself. At the time 
I graduated from high 
school, our communi-
ty still accepted young 
women for entrance 
after high school,” Sister 
Diane said.

In 1963 when she 
entered the religious 
community, it was a 
rather structured forma-
tion of anywhere from 
six to nine years. When 
she went to college, she 
learned about religious 
life, the community and 
its works, and experi-
enced some ministry. 
Her first vows came after 
the first three years with 

the possibility of renew-
ing for three more years 
before making her Per-
petual Profession (final 
vows).

“These provided touch 
points for discerning 
whether we were still 
being called to this life 

or not. Whenever we 
completed or nearly 
completed our college 
work, our first five years 
of initial formation, 
and deemed ready, we 
were then sent out on 
mission to be full time 

in ministry. Our main 
works were education 
and health care with 
some other ministries.”

When asked what 
advice she would give 
young ladies who are 
interested in the conse-
crated life, she replied, 

“Pray for 
the grace 
of wisdom 
and knowl-
edge of self, 
pray for 
the grace of 
a clear dis-
cernment 
and persist 
in prayer. 

Talk with others who 
might know you; how 
do they see your talents 
and gifts? Meet with a 
spiritual director who 
will help you discern the 
daily presence of God in 
your life and experience. 

Search out and explore 
religious communities, 
talk with a sister you 
know or know of. Use 
the internet to ‘visit’ dif-
ferent communities.”

She added a good 
place to start is voca-
tionnetwork.org where 
there’s information and 
activities to assist in 
discerning a religious 
vocation.

To learn more in the 
archdiocese, contact 
Vanessa Baquera, co-
ordinator for vocations 
to the consecrated life. 
Baquera leads a digital 
discernment group and 
retreats for young wom-
en discerning. The next 
retreat is Aug. 4-6 at 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Youth Camp. 

Jolene Schonchin is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

The total stands at 1.36 billion, according to 
statistics released on Feb. 11 by the Vatican. 
Almost half (48 percent) of the world’s Catho-
lics live in the Americas.

The number of Catholics worldwide in-
creased by an estimated 16 million in 2020 to 
1.36 billion, according to statistics released on 
Friday by the Vatican.

The rise was in line with global popula-
tion growth in the year that the coronavirus 
pandemic swept the planet, reported Vatican 
News, the online news portal of the Holy See. 
Catholics continued to account for 17.7 per-
cent of the total world population.

The figures for 2020 – the most recent year 
where numbers are available – come from the 
2022 edition of the Annuario Pontificio (Pon-
tifical Yearbook) and the 2020 Annuarium 
Statisticum Ecclesiae (Statistical Yearbook of 
the Church), compiled by the Vatican’s Central 
Office of Church Statistics. 

As in previous years, the Church grew most 
rapidly in Asia (1.8 percent) and Africa (2.1 
percent) and most modestly in Europe (0.3 
percent).

Almost half (48 percent) of the world’s Catho-
lics live in the Americas, with 28 percent locat-
ed in South America.

The numbers of bishops worldwide saw a 
minute decline, from 5,364 in 2019 to 5,363 in 
2020.

At the end of 2020, there were a total of 
410,219 priests, a decrease of 4,117 compared 
to 2019. Although there was a fall in the num-
ber of priests in North America and Europe, 
there was a “significant increase” in Africa and 
Asia, reported Vatican News.

In 2020, around 40 percent of the world’s 
priests lived in Europe, 29 percent in the 

Americas, 17 percent in Asia, 12 percent in 
Africa, and 1 percent in Oceania.

The number of Catholics per priest worldwide 
rose from 3,245 in 2019 to 3,314 in 2020. In 
Europe, there was an average of 1,746 Cath-
olics per priest, 2,086 in the Americas, and 
5,089 in Africa.

There was an increase in permanent deacons 
from 48,238 in 2019 to 48,635 in 2020. The 
number in Europe dipped slightly from 15,267 
to 15,170.

The number of male religious who are not 
priests grew worldwide from 50,295 in 2019 to 
50,569 in 2020 with an increase seen in Africa 
(1.1 percent), Asia (2.8 percent) and Europe 

(4 percent), but a decrease in the Americas (-4 
percent) and Oceania (-6 percent).

The number of women religious fell global-
ly from 630,099 in 2019 to 619,546 in 2020, 
a drop of -1.7 percent. But there was a rise 
in Africa (3.2 percent) and Asia (0.2 percent), 
alongside a decrease in Europe (-4.1 percent), 
the Americas (-2.8 percent) and Oceania (-5.7 
percent). 

There were 111,855 seminarians in 2020, 
compared to 114,058 in 2019. There were 
notable decreases in Europe (-4.3 percent), the 
Americas (-4.2 percent) and Asia (-3.5 per-
cent), but a rise of 2.8 percent (from 32,721 to 
33,628) in Africa.
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Vanessa Baquera
vbaquera@archokc.org

okcvocations.com/
religious-life-in-archokc

Learn more about religious 
life in the archdiocese

Vatican: Number of Catholics worldwide rose 
by 16 million in 2020

National Catholic Register 

St. Peter’s Basilica is seen through a bubble on Dec. 3, 2019. Photo Daniel Ibáñez/CNA

During this Catholic 
Sisters Week, 

we pray for all who 
are discerning a 

call to vowed 
religious life and 
those called to be 
associates and 

oblates. 
May God grant them 
the courage to follow 

Jesus and be 
of service to a world 

in need of hope, 
peace and joy. 

We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.
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said they attended Rose Day because they wanted to 
do what they could to make things better.  

Looking over the Capitol rotunda, school sponsors 
pointed in various directions, explaining significant as-
pects of the building and directing groups of students 
to their legislators’ offices. 

Anne Hathcoat, vice principal at Bishop McGuinness, 
said the Rose Day rally provides an opportunity for stu-
dents to address the many human dignity issues her 
leadership class studies throughout a semester. 

“We studied an array of right to life issues,” Hath-
coat said. “That’s what we’re about as a Catholic high 
school.”

Standing next to her teacher, Maggie Kirt, one of 15 
Bishop McGuinness 
sophomores in atten-
dance, echoed Hath-
coat’s sentiment. 

“Our school up-
holds being pro-life 
and giving dignity to 
all human beings, so 
we’re here to advocate 
for that,” Kirt said.

Fina Chongwa and 
Victoria Ososanya, 
Bishop McGuiness 
sophomores, said the 
day was about the 
protection of rights of 
all people, even after 
birth. 

“We actually had 
a really big in-class 
discussion about the 
pro-life agenda and 
how it’s not just issues 
like abortion,” Ososan-
ya said. 

“It’s also issues like 
food and security, 
quality of life, helping 

those who come into our country, human trafficking 
and making sure we don’t just protect life before they 
come onto the earth, but we also protect life while we’re 
here.”

Chongwa and Ososanya said their presence repre-
sented their desire to advocate for all life, including 
those in unfair living conditions. 

“As Catholics, we want to be 
able to protect those we believe 
are our brothers and sisters in 
Christ,” she said. 

Four-year-old Grey Snider wig-
gled impatiently on his “Mimi,” 
Cindi Naylor’s lap. Minutes later, 
Grey, along with his adoptive 
mother, Laynie Snider, and hun-
dreds of other pro-life support-
ers, listened to the testimony of 
his birth mom, Brittany Garrett.

Grey settled in as he watched 
Garrett walk to the podium. Her 
voice shook, but soon steadied 
as she began the words, “What’s 
important to me is the decision 
to keep a child and be educated 
on what abortion really is.”

The Oklahoma House of Repre-
sentatives chamber grew quiet as 
Garrett continued her testimony, 
with dozens of House members 
and Senators standing respect-
fully at attention on both sides of 
the room.

Garrett, who had a previous 
abortion, detailed her decision 
to carry Grey to term, a decision 

that paved 
the way for 
the Snid-
er family to call him one of their 
own.

“In my mindset, I didn’t want to 
bring a child into a life I couldn’t 
provide for,” she said. “On the 
other hand, isn’t that what God 
wants us to do? He wants us to 
take care of these babies that 
come into this life. So, there is go-
ing to be a way you can do that.”

On the day she was scheduled 
to abort, Garrett told her pastor 
about her decision. However, an 
hour and a half after that meet-
ing, Garrett said she began to 
have a change of heart. 

Garrett was given the name of a 

pregnancy support center who told her she had three 
options: keep, abort or adopt. 

Garrett lifted her hand and pointed to Grey and his 
mom. “I ended up being able to place with a family who 
is here right now – Grey and his mom,” to which the 
crowd applauded. 

“Had I not chosen to 
cancel that appoint-
ment, he wouldn’t be 
sitting here right now. 
I’m so happy that I 
listened to God. I wish 
abortion were not an 
option. As the years 
progress, I feel more 
and more sadness and 
regret. I hope hearing 
my testimony can get 
any other woman (in) 
the same situation not 
to choose abortion and 
choose adoption. For 
families who can’t have 
kids, please, let me 
help them. “

Laynie Snider, Grey’s 
adoptive mother, 
recalled her and her 
husband, Beau’s, first 
meeting with Garrett, 
who she says, had a 
choice in who adopted 
her baby.

“Look at where she 
is today,” Snider said. 
“She had an abortion, 
and now she is cele-
brating the sanctity 
of life and standing 

for that. That is just completely God making all things 
new. I am moved today that she has the courage to 
share her story. I think that’s beautiful.”

The Snider family has maintained an open adoption 
with Garrett, a decision Snider says is important for 
their son as well as his birth mom.

“It was hard (for Grey’s birth mom). It wasn’t like it 
was easy to choose life and give up your child,” Snider 
said. “She put his needs before her own.”

Sen. David Bullard emceed the program, including 
video messages from U.S. Senator James Lankford and 
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia, Kay C. 
James, with remarks by Todd Fisher, Oklahoma Bap-
tists executive director-treasurer, Lt. Gov. Matt Pinnell, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt, with testimony by Hope Pregnancy 
Center nurse, Amber D’Amico. 

Rose Day committee members Candy Hines and Gay-
la White presented two 
Rose Day “Pro-life Cham-
pion Awards” established 
to recognize outstanding 
and faithful efforts to 
protect and save unborn 
babies. Recipients in-
cluded Barbara Chishko, 
chief executive of Willow 
Pregnancy Support, and 
Susan Russell of Hope 
Pregnancy Centers. 

Father Gregory Nguyen 
of Saint Andrew Dung-
Lac Catholic Church in 
Oklahoma City gave the 
benediction. 

Eliana Tedrow is a 
freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic. 

Annual Rose Day celebrates life, adoption

Adoptive mom, Laynie Snider, holds her son, Grey, 
age 4. The Snider family maintains an open adoption 
with Gray’s birth mom, Brittany Garrett, right, who 
also gave her testimony during the ceremony. Photo 
provided.

Rose Day committee member Candy Hines presented Barbara Chishko the Rose Day 
“Pro-life Champion” award. Photos Eliana Tedrow/Sooner Catholic.

Susan Hogan, Debbie Lynch and Mary Ann 
Schmidt of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma City. 

Children showed the paper roses they made 
for Rose Day on Feb. 16 at the Oklahoma State 
Capitol.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of communications
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking qualified candi-
dates for the Director of Commu-
nications position at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center. The Director of 
Communications will represent the 
archdiocese and chancery to the 
media by crafting communications, 
social media, public relations and 
marketing strategies. The success-
ful candidate will supervise com-
munications support staff, oversee 
the budget and will be responsible 
for arranging interviews, organiz-
ing news conferences, responding 
to media inquiries and credential-
ing press for major events. The 
director also will serve as editor 
of the diocesan Sooner Catholic 
newspaper. Must have a bachelor’s 
degree in communications or relat-
ed field, at least five years of public 
relations, journalism and/or mar-
keting experience, and be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. A 
background check and safe envi-
ronment training will be required. 
Submit resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

OLOG summer camp staff
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 

Youth Camp is hiring multiple po-
sitions for the 2022 summer camp 
season. Be a part of the leadership 
team, mission team, a counselor 
or a “SWAT” (Servant with a Task). 
Mission and leadership team ap-
plicants must be age 21 or older. 
Counselor and SWAT applicants 
must be at least age 16. Apply at 
archokc.org/camp.

Associate director of   
development - shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking an associate 
director of development to assist 
with all aspects of fundraising 
and donor relations. Will serve as 
adviser to the senior managing con-
sultant. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for capital 
campaigns, special projects and 
programs of the shrine. Bachelor’s 
degree in business, marketing, 
communications, public relations 
or general experience in a compa-
rable position a must; minimum 
three years of development experi-
ence; must be practicing Catholic 
in good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Director of communications - 
shrine 

The Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine is 
seeking a full-time director of com-
munications to oversee all aspects 
of communication, media relations 
and promotion of the shrine. At 
least three years of experience in 
public relations, journalism or 
marketing required; bachelor’s de-
gree in related field required; prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing; 

bilingual desired but not required. 
Background check and safe envi-
ronment training required. Learn 
more at rothershrine.org. Send 
resume and cover letter to   
humanresources@archokc.org.

Grant program coordinator - 
OKC

The Catholic Foundation of 
Oklahoma is seeking a part-time 
position (approximately 20 hours 
per week), to manage the founda-
tion’s grants and scholarships pro-
gram. The coordinator will manage 
the nearly $500,000 annual grant 
programs, pastoral music and fine 
arts, scholarships and other initia-
tives. Will ensure available grants 
and scholarships are well-pub-
licized, establish deadlines for 
applications, review requests with 
selection committees, consider 
selection criteria that includes 
Archbishop Coakley’s Vision 2030 
pastoral plan. Excellent written 
and oral communication skills 
required; ability to learn new soft-
ware; enjoy interacting with oth-
ers. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.  

Principal – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a principal with 
experience as a principal or teach-
er in a Catholic school setting, 
managing faculty and staff, school 
finance and enrollment manage-
ment. Master of educational lead-
ership degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required; 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; Oklahoma principal certifica-
tion or ability to obtain; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inqui-
ries, nominations and applications 
will be confidential.

Maintenance - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a full-time 
maintenance person. Duties in-
clude general cleaning and minor 
maintenance repairs. Candidate 
should be able to maintain an 
orderly and safe work environment 
free of hazards. Acts in a profes-
sional manner and demeanor and 
work habits. Contact Dusty Dobbs 
at ddobbs@bmchs.org, (405) 370-
0350.

First grade teacher - El Reno
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

El Reno is accepting applications 
for a full-time first grade teacher 
for the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 
school year. Oklahoma state cer-
tification required. Send resume 
to Shannon Statton at sstattonsa-
credheart@live.com or call (405) 
262-2284.

CCHD internship - OKC
Catholic Charities joined with 

the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development is providing a 

10-week summer internship for 
any U.S. Catholic between ages 
18-30, who is seeking professional 
opportunities in social ministry 
fields, community development 
and economic development. The 
internship is 37.5 hours per week 
from June to August 2022 at 
Catholic Charities in Oklahoma 
City. The internship pays $14/hr 
and includes three-day expense 
paid training with the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops in Wash-
ington D.C. Applications due by 
March 25. For more information 
or to apply, contact Brian Smith at 
(405) 523-3000, Ext. 245; bsmith@
ccaokc.org.

History teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking qualified 
candidates to teach U.S. history 
and world history in the academic 
year 2022-2023. Applicants must 
have experience in teaching high 
school, and be prepared to work 
closely with social studies col-
leagues on lesson planning and 
curriculum alignment. Experience 
in, or ability to learn, how to deliv-
er content digitally is preferred. A 
bachelor’s degree in history, social 
studies education or a related field 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to Social Studies Department 
Chairman Laney Maguire at   
lmaguire@bmchs.org.

Accreditation manager - OKC
The Catholic Schools Office for 

the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
is seeking a part-time accredi-
tation manager to provide guid-
ance, direction and leadership to 
school administrators and faculty 
through the accreditation process. 
Will serve as the coordinator for all 
activities of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence of Catholic Schools Accredit-
ing Association for the archdiocese 
and the Diocese of Tulsa. The 
successful candidate will possess 
knowledge of Oklahoma school law 
and the policies and practices of 
the state Department of Educa-
tion. Familiarity with school law in 
general required. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org. 

Spanish teacher - OKC
Bishop McGuinness Catholic 

High School is seeking a Span-
ish teacher for the academic year 
2022-2023. Applicants must be 
highly motivated, have experience 
in teaching in high school and 
work closely with World Language 
colleagues on lesson planning and 
curriculum alignment. Experience 
in, or ability to learn, how to deliver 
content digitally preferred. High 
school certification and a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish, Spanish educa-
tion or a related field is required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Taja Egert at tegert@bmchs.org.

Science teacher - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic School in Edmond is seeking a 
middle school science teacher for 

the 2022-2023 school year. Bach-
elor’s degree with state teaching 
certification in a secondary sci-
ence discipline required. Send a 
resume, cover letter and copy of 
teaching certificate to Principal 
Laura Cain at lcain@seasok.org.  

Teachers - Edmond
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Cath-

olic School in Edmond is seeking 
teachers for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching area required. Send 
a resume, cover letter and copy 
of teaching certificate to Principal 
Laura Cain at lcain@seasok.org.

Medical professionals - OKC
St. Ann Nursing Home is seek-

ing medication aides, nursing 
assistants and nurses. They are a 
skilled nursing and therapy facil-
ity that recognizes commitment, 
talent and reliability. Grow your 
nursing career - be recognized as 
a hard worker who is trustworthy 
and dedicated to providing the best 
possible quality care to patients. 
They offer all full-time employees 
several benefits including medical, 
dental and vision insurance, an 
education fund and a company 
funded retirement plan. They are 
looking for the following shifts: 
Monday – Friday 11 p.m. – 7 a.m.; 
double weekends 11 p.m. – 7 
a.m. with Baylor Pay; 3 p.m. – 11 
a.m.; 7 a.m. – 11 p.m. They are a 
100-percent employee owned by 
members of the community they 
serve. E-mail Hattie.Gillispie@
StAnnsOK.com to apply.

Director of youth ministry -  
Norman

Saint Mark the Evangelist Catho-
lic Church in Norman seeks a qual-
ified director of youth ministry who 
will be responsible for the coordina-
tion and organization of the parish 
youth programs for youth in grades 
6-12. Candidate must be a prac-
ticing Catholic with background in 
religious education, pastoral min-
istry or theology. Send resume and 
cover letter to Fr. Timothy Fuller at 
tfuller@saintmarknorman.org.

Bilingual counselor - OKC
Catholic Charities of the Archdi-

ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a part-time bilingual counselor 
to provide providing counseling 
and psychotherapy in the con-
text of Roman Catholic tradition 
and teachings. Master’s degree in 
clinical or counseling psycholo-
gy, counseling, social work or an 
equivalent degree from an accred-
ited college or university; Training 
in individual, family and/or group 
counseling methods; At least two 
years’ experience and training in 
psycho educational and personal-
ity assessment techniques. Must 
be licensed in the appropriate 
specialty in the State of Oklaho-
ma. Knowledge of Catholic tradi-
tion and teaching required. Send 
resume and cover letter to Amy 
Shipman at ashipman@ccaokc.org

Father Mark Toups is a priest of 
the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux, 
La. He is the author of “Oremus: 
a Catholic guide to prayer” (2012), 
“Rejoice! Advent meditations se-
ries” (2020-2021), “The Way of the 
Cross: praying the Psalms with 
Jesus” (2020), and “The Ascension 
Lenten Companion” for Year B 
(2021). 

Father Toups’ organized this 
book to be centered on the Lenten 
Sunday readings for Mass instead 
of the daily Lenten readings for 
Mass. He starts with reflections on 
the Sunday readings the Wednes-
day before Sunday with Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday reflections 
building up to Sunday and then 
the days afterward are reflections, 
in a way start coming down until 
Wednesday when he starts the 

process over with the next Sun-
day’s Mass readings. This process 
seems to me like starting at the 
base of a hill with Sunday as the 
apex and then going down the hill.

The book, of course, starts with 
Ash Wednesday, which is treated 
differently than the other Wednes-
days of Lent. Each day has a 
Scripture quote from the Sunday 
readings, which is followed by a 
reflection that is a page to two 
pages in length. This is followed 
by “For Your Prayer” space that 
encourages the reader to read a 
Scripture reading from the up-
coming Sunday and to use their 
imagination to put themselves into 
the scene of the reading. 

After that, there is a page provid-
ed for journaling or to write about 
anything that caught the reader’s 
attention. This is somewhat like 
Lectio Divina. Each “week” begins 
with artwork by Mike Moyers that 
serves as a divider.

The reflections for Holy Week are 
treated differently. The Blessed 
Virgin Mary is included in the re-
flections for Monday and Tuesday 
of Holy 
Week. 
The re-
flection 
for Holy 
Thurs-
day is 
centered 
on the Last Supper. 

For Good Friday the reader 
is encouraged to imagine being 
on Calvary. On Holy Satur-
day, Father Toups centers the 
reader being alone without 
Jesus, but there is the prom-
ise of Jesus coming back. We 
are not alone. Easter Sunday 
reflection is centered on Easter 
morning and the rising of the sun 
and Jesus’ resurrection. The last 
artwork is of Saint Peter and Saint 
John running to the tomb to see if 

Saint Mary Magdalene’s report is 
true about the empty tomb.

This book is recommended 
to those looking for a weeklong 

reflection on the 
Sundays 
of Lent 
Mass 
readings. 
This book 
could be 
used indi-
vidually or 
for a group. 
There is a 
DVD avail-
able that 
goes with 
this book. 
The book 

can be ordered at ascensionpress.
com. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., St. Greg-
ory’s Abbey, Shawnee, is a free-
lance writer for the Sooner Catholic.

For the beginning of this new year, my col-
umn is going to focus on prayer. With this 
issue of the Sooner Catholic coming right as 
Lent begins, I can’t think of a better topic for 
us to discuss. Prayer is the foundation of dis-
cipleship, but it also is the primary aim of the 
Lenten season.

You may be familiar with the legendary 
business book “Start with Why.” Author Simon 
Sinek leads the reader through a powerful real-
ization of just how important it is to know why 
you are doing something. He contends that any 
person or organization can articulate “what” 
they do, and some can even explain “how” they 
are different or better than others. But, very 
few can articulate “why” they do what they do. 

I would make a compelling argument that 
this is why many people don’t make progress 
in the spiritual life. They have never spent time 
really wrestling with the question why – why 
do I pray? Why do I want to be a disciple? Why 
should I follow God? “Why” is the thing that in-
spires us and others around us. It’s a question 
worth asking, and asking often!

So why should we pray? There are many 
answers to this question. Because it’s the 
foundation of discipleship and the Christian 
life, because we can’t get to heaven if we don’t, 
because it’s the only way God can speak to us 
and transform us into who he created us to be, 
etc. 

All of these would be correct. But, I think 
there is a more foundational “why” than all of 
these. Why pray? Because God asked us to! 
“Pray at all times” (Luke 21:36). “Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 
5:8). 

Well-known spiritual author Father Jacques 
Philippe in his book, “Time for God,” says, “We 
should not pray for the sake of satisfactions or 
benefits we derive (even if they are immense) 
but mainly to please God, because he asks us 

to.  … What matters is to give time freely to 
God, simply for ‘his’ satisfaction, ‘his’ joy.”

All the other answers to that “why” question 
are indeed satisfied, but the starting why needs 
to be this. When I give myself as a free gift in 
prayer, regardless of what I experience, I am 
saying that even my time is God’s, maybe even 
my sleep is his. Often for me the only way I can 
give more time to God is to get up even earlier.

Lent is about to begin. Could I encourage 
you to take up prayer as one of your primary 
themes for this Lenten season? It’s a natural 
choice. Perhaps you could do a book study that 
will help you grow and deepen your prayer life? 
Maybe get into a small group with some friends 
or others at your parish and not only spend 
time together learning more about prayer but 
actually doing it! 

I want to give you some ideas; great Lenten 
reads to consider:

- “Introduction to the Devout Life” by St. 
Francis de Sales (Tan Publishers)

- “A Sign of Contradiction” by Pope St. John 
Paul II (Cluny Media)

- “Time for God” by Father Jacques Philippe 
(Scepter Publishers)

- “The Practice of the Presence of God” by 
Brother Lawrence (Leyland Edwards Publisher)

I also would throw my own book out there, 
“God Help Me: How to Grow In Prayer” (Saint 
Anthony Messenger Press). I wouldn’t put it 
on the same list as books that included saints, 
but it was a labor of love and rooted in a deep 
desire to see others come to a richer experience 
of the beautiful gift of prayer and the spiritual 
life.

Some helpful tips before you get started. The 
simple measures of prayer are honesty and 
consistency. The good news is that every single 
one of us is capable of those two things! We all 
can consistently make more time for prayer, 
and we can be as honest as we possibly can 

when we 
are there. 

Those 
really 
are the 
measures 
of prayer 
and the 
spiritu-
al life. I 
don’t know about you, but that reality gives me 
great hope. If I just keep at it, over time, God 
can and will actually change me!

The harder news perhaps is that is real-
ly does depend on our cooperation. Without 
prayer we will not make progress. Without 
mental prayer we will not grow, and we will not 
experience the transformation that God desires 
for us. 

Even if your prayer is not deep and power-
ful, just keep showing up! Jacques Philippe 
says, “Time spent faithfully every day in mental 
prayer that is poor, arid, distracted and rela-
tively short is worth more, and will be infinitely 
more fruitful for our progress, than long, ar-
dent spells of mental prayer from time to time 
when circumstances make it easy” (“Time for 
God”). So, the measure of honesty and consis-
tency are things we all are capable of, but must 
do them!

You are in my prayers this Lenten season. I 
am practicing what I preach here. The disci-
pleship group my wife and I lead at our own 
parish is reading “Time for God” right now and 
meeting every week to discuss and pray to-
gether. I invite you to join on a journey of your 
own or with others at your parish. Pick a book 
to study by yourself or together with others, 
be committed to daily time with the Lord in 
prayer, and then sit back and wait for it – the 
incredible blessing that God will unfold for you!
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Book Review: “The Ascension Lenten Companion”
By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 

The Sooner Catholic

Why pray?
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Sacred Space for Lent 2022
By The Irish Jesuits 
store.loyolapress.com/sacred-space-for-lent-2022

The Lenten Cookbook
By Scott Hahn (Author), David Geisser (Author), Sophia Institute Press
sophiainstitute.com/products/item/the-lenten-cookbook

Other books 
to enjoy
during Lent: 
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It’s a prison story of a priest subjected to 
all kinds of troubles and humiliations: strip 
searches, solitary confinement, screaming and 
banging from fellow prisoners on his cellblock; 
vicious letters from a neighboring inmate; an 
Islamic terrorist who chanted prayers; days 
and weeks without the Eucharist, breviary or 
his Bible; and the callousness of the judicial 
process influenced by a biased media and pub-
lic opinion.

These were a few of the sufferings endured by 
a cardinal of the Catholic Church, not in some 
distant past but in modern times.

The story of Cardinal George Pell, who was 
eventually cleared of all charges against him 
and freed from prison in Australia, is told in his 
“Prison Journal,” published by Ignatius Press.

Though its three volumes total more than 
1,000 pages, I enjoyed keeping the cardinal 
company in the “clink.” (This phrase refers to a 
letter Cardinal Pell thinks was from a religious 
sister who said that if Jesus could be born 
where they fed animals, she guessed that it 
was appropriate a cardinal spend some time “in 
the clink.”)

Cardinal Pell’s volumes are marked with 
subtlety, insight and reflections on living the 
Christian life behind bars. Mixed in with bleak 
details of the quotidian challenges of de-
tention are beau-
tiful reflections on 
the Scriptures as 
well as ominous 
references to the 
appeals of his con-
viction and the re-
actions of others to 
them. Among those reactions was a letter 
from Ireland that tells him that a visionary 
said the Blessed Mother attributed his tri-
als in Australia to his attempts at financial 
reform in the Vatican (though Pell admits 
being skeptical about private revelations, 
he had wondered the same thing.)

The cardinal offers many remarks about 
the state of the Church, including some pain-
ful insights. He is an astute observer of hu-
man details. For instance, seeing the word 
“home” scrawled on the windowpane of his cell 
prompts him to wonder about the man who 
wrote it “and whether he was bitter.”

“I suspect not,” the cardinal writes, “as this 
is my home for the moment and it is not a 
terrible place.” I am not sure I agree with his 

hypothesis, but I admire that he could consider 
it such.

Cardinal Pell is as adept at humor as he is 
with sincerity: He watch-
es and comments on 
television preachers like 
Joel Osteen and the Sin-
gaporean Joseph Prince, 
keeping count of how 
many times they mention 
Jesus, the size of their 
studio audiences and 
their couture (Reverend 
Prince has a great variety 
of rings and bracelets and 
Cardinal Pell is careful to 
observe the accessories). 
Nevertheless, he takes the 
messages of preachers and 

letter writers very seriously, and confesses his 
difficulty in forgiving some of his enemies. It is 
refreshing that the cardinal acknowledges that 
it is hard for him to grasp that God loves even 
those who attack the Church as much as he 
loves those who serve it, “but of course, that is 
true,” he writes.

I could not help comparing the three volumes 

Early this year, a Maryland man 
suffering from severe heart failure 
underwent a new experimental 
procedure, receiving a pig heart 
transplant. His medical team had 
determined he would be a poor 
candidate for a human heart 
transplant or for an artificial heart, 
so he was offered the opportunity 
to participate in a novel treatment 
using a genetically modified pig’s 
heart. 

The pig had been specially bred 
and modified with DNA edits to 
increase the likelihood of success-
ful transplantation. Three genes of 
the pig that contribute to the rapid 
antibody-mediated rejection of pig 
organs by humans were “knocked 
out.” Six human genes that would 
produce “human protective pro-
teins” and improve immune ac-
ceptance of the pig heart were also 
inserted into the pig’s genome. An 
additional gene knockout was done 
to prevent the pig’s heart from be-
coming too large. 

The transplantation of animal 
organs into humans is known as 
“xenotransplantation” and is a new 
field that appears poised to expand 
rapidly in the future. Xenotrans-
plantation can be ethical as long 
as pilot studies are performed in 
animals ahead of use in humans, 
safety issues are carefully ad-
dressed, the benefits of the trans-
plantation procedure outweigh the 
burdens, and risks are reasonably 
limited. 

While we have a duty to treat an-
imals well and should try to avoid 
causing them undue suffering, it’s 
also clear that human beings have 
been given by God a legitimate 

dominion over members of the an-
imal kingdom. Animal trials have 
always been key to launching new 
therapies in humans. 

Pig organ transplants into ba-
boons and other non-human 
primates have been taking place 
for decades. These transplants 
have become more beneficial and 
less risky over time, especially as 
tailored genetic modifications have 
been introduced into the pigs. 
Xenotransplantation offers an im-
portant advantage over traditional 
human-to-human transplants: the 
opportunity to modify the donor 
organ, rather than only modifying 
the recipient through suppressing 
his or her immune system.

In the early days of implant-
ing pig organs into non-human 
primates, researchers faced the 
serious problem of immediate or-
gan destruction due to hyperacute 
rejection, with the failure time 
being measured in minutes, rather 
than hours or days. Hyperacute 
rejection occurred because the ba-
boon’s immune system recognized 
a carbohydrate molecule on the 
surface of the pig organ. 

By knocking out the trouble-
some carbohydrate molecule via 
genetic engineering, and relying on 
additional immune-suppression 
techniques, scientists were able to 
extend significantly the survival 
times of transplanted pig organs 
in baboons, in some studies up to 
nearly three years. 

The very complex changes made 
in the genetically-engineered pigs, 
when coupled with continued 
advances in immune-suppression 
strategies in organ recipients, led 

to the realization that it might 
finally be possible to attempt 
implantation of a genetically-mod-
ified pig heart into a human 
patient.

In the future, additional and 
more sophisticated genetic en-
gineering of source animals and 
the use of new immunosuppres-
sive agents in recipients should 
further improve compatibility and 
decrease the chances of xenotrans-
plant rejection.

Still, it should be noted that 
there are other potential concerns 
besides organ rejection. Animal 
retroviruses or diseases could po-
tentially be transmitted to humans 
when they receive an animal or-
gan. Some have argued, however, 
that by maintaining strict control 
over how animals are housed, fed 
and bred for organ procurement, 
scientists can achieve a greater de-
gree of assurance in terms of mini-
mizing their exposure to pathogens 
through the highly biosecure lab-
oratory conditions the animals are 
raised in; meanwhile, for human 
organ donors, detailed knowledge 
of individual exposure profiles may 
not be available.

Surveys and focus groups as-
sessing attitudes to xenotrans-
plantation generally report public 
support for the use of pig organs. 
Such surveys also suggest that 
many Christians, Jews and Mus-
lims would consider xenotrans-
plantation to be acceptable as a 
life-saving measure. Some people 
object to the use of animals, but 
the fact that more than 100 mil-
lion pigs in the United States are 
slaughtered annually for human 

food production lessens for most 
the concerns around using them 
to alleviate the chronic shortages 
of life-saving organs. Thousands 
of people die every year on waiting 
lists for human organs.

Moreover, if pig organ trans-
plants into humans were to be-
come standardized and widely 
available, this also could reduce 
significantly the illegal trade in 
human organs like kidneys, where 
the poor and disadvantaged often 
are victimized. 

Even though remarkable ad-
vancements have been made in 
“neutering” pig organs, so they no 
longer provoke a powerful immune 
response in humans, and striking 
progress has been made in extend-
ing survival times for xenografts, 
there are sure to be many more 
twists and turns along the road 
of getting our immune systems 
to cooperate fully with implanted 
animal organs.

Recent forays into xenotrans-
plantation offer a significant first 
step on the long journey from 
yesterday’s “scientifically unimag-
inable,” to today’s “barely achiev-
able,” to tomorrow’s basic “stan-
dard of care.”

The ethics of pig to human organ transplants
Making Sense of Bioethics

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

Cardinal Pell’s three-volume prison journal is a spiritual classic
By Msgr. Richard Antall 

Angelus News

continued on page 20
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Rother shrine dedication Nov. 4
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine on 
Friday, Nov. 4, in Oklahoma City. 
The dedication will be the center-
piece of a week-long celebration 
and is open to the public. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Synod discernment sessions
Pope Francis invites the whole 

Church to journey together by 
participating in the archdioce-
san phase of the upcoming synod 
called, “For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and 
Mission.” As part of our local syn-
odal phase, which opened Oct. 24, 
Archbishop Coakley and priests 
of the archdiocese will host synod 
discernment sessions across the 
diocese to hear ideas, thoughts and 
insight for the future of the Church 
in Oklahoma. Find more informa-
tion and a full schedule at archokc.
org/synod.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abby have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

                                                       
Listening Sessions

Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 
Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese 
of Tulsa to provide a forum fo0r 
people to discuss their experiences 
in former Catholic Indian board-
ing schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Ardmore Listening Session
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indian 
Catholic Outreach office are con-
ducting a Listening Session follow-
ing the 10: 45 a.m. Mass on Feb. 
27 at St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Ardmore. The session will pro-
vide a forum for people to discuss 
their experiences in former Cath-
olic Indian boarding schools in 
Oklahoma. For more information, 
contact Dcn. Callison at rcallison@

archokc.org. The session will be 
held at the Rother Family Center 
and is open to the public.

40 Days for Life
The Spring 40 Days for Life cam-

paign is March 2-April 10. Visit 
40daysforlife.com.

Faith Community Nurses’ 
conference

The 15th annual Faith Communi-
ty Nurses’ conference “Growing Our 
Faith Community Nursing Minis-
try” is March 2-3 online and in-per-
son at Kramer School of Nursing, 
2501 N. Blackwelder Ave. in Okla-
homa City, on March 2, and Cross-
ings Community Center, 10255 N. 
Pennsylvania Ave. in Oklahoma 
City on March 3. Visit fcnaok.org. 

Green Tie Gala 
Catholic Charities of the Arch-

diocese of Oklahoma City pres-
ent the Green Tie Gala at 6 p.m. 
March 5 at the National Cowboy 
and Western Heritage Museum, 
1700 N.E. 63 in Oklahoma City. 
The gala benefits the Sanctuary 
Women’s Development Centers in 
Stockyards City and Norman. Visit 
greentiegala.org.  

John Michael Talbot music
A service of prayer and music 

with John Michael Talbot will be 
at 3 p.m. March 6 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Freewill offering will be 
accepted. 

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference

In the Father’s Footsteps, Cath-
olic Men’s Conference is 8:45 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. March 12 at Embassy 
Suites and Conference Center, 
2501 Conference Dr. in Norman. 
Cost $59 until Feb. 14, then $69; 
college student $39; high school 
student $29. Speakers are Msgr. 
James Shea, Brian Greenfield, 
Marcellino D’Ambrosio and Steve 
Ray. Register at catholicmen.net.

Retreat In Daily Life reunion  
March 12 marks the 400th anni-

versary of the canonization of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola. To celebrate the 
anniversary and Retreat In Daily 
Life in the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, all past retreatants, 
facilitators and spiritual directors 
are invited to a Mass and dinner 
with Archbishop Coakley at 4 p.m. 
at the Embassy Suites in Norman. 
For more information and to regis-
ter, visit archokc.org/reunion.

Serra Club meeting
The Serra Club of Oklahoma City 

will meet at 10:30 a.m. March 15 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 
7501 Northwest Expressway, OKC. 
The speaker will be Fr. Stephen 
Bird. Visit serraokc.org.

Holy Innocents’ Chapel 
anniversary celebration

Archbishop Coakley will celebrate 
Mass at 10 a.m. March 26 at the 

Holy Innocents’ Chapel, 6114 N.W. 
63 in Warr Acres. After Mass is a 
small reception and open house 
to celebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the blessing and dedication of 
the Holy Innocents’ Chapel and 
Holy Innocents’ Foundation offices. 
Donations for St. Joseph and St. 
Gianna statues are being accepted. 
Visit holyinnocentsokc.org/donate. 

CRCCW meeting
The Central Region Council of 

Catholic Women (CRCCW) will have 
a meeting at 10 a.m. March 19 at 
St. Philip Neri Catholic Church in 
Midwest City. Registration opens at 
9:30 a.m. All ladies of the archdio-
cese are welcome. Donations will be 
collected for OKC DragonFly Home. 
Contact Mary Ann Schmitt at (405) 
650-9674.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “The Liturgies 

of Holy Week: A Journey through 
time and space” presented by 
Fr. Boniface Copelin, O.S.B., is 
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. March 26 at 
St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 
seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Lenten Mission Series
Christ the King Catholic Church 

presents a free Lenten Mission 
Series at 7 p.m. March 27-29 at 
8005 Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma City. 
National Catholic radio and televi-
sion personality Dr. Ray Guaren-
di will speak. Visit ckokc.org/ 
lenten-speaker to register.

Taste of Sacred Heart
The annual Taste of Sacred 

Heart is 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. April 2 
at Denny-Crump Rodeo Arena in 
El Reno. Cost $50, includes music, 
food truck dinner and adult bev-
erages. Must be age 21 or older. 
The event benefits Sacred Heart 
Catholic School in El Reno. Visit  
tasteofsacredheart.org. 

A Day of Silence 
On April 30 spend a day in si-

lence in the peaceful environment 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Par-
ticipants will be guided through 
the day in a reflection on selected 
texts related to Easter. Attendees 
must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Retrouvaille
The next Retrouvaille weekend is 

May 6-8. Retrouvaille is a Catho-
lic ministry to heal hurting mar-
riages. Contact (405) 443-3541, 
2034@retrouvaille.org or visit  
helpourmarriage.org.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Blessed are 

the Meek and Courageous Chris-
tian,” presented by Br. Peter 
Shults, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. June 25 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Masks 
are recommended, but not re-
quired. Attendees must pre-reg-
ister by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Hearken Con-

tinually: A Primer on Discernment 
of God’s Will,” presented by Alex 
Schimpf is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. July 
23 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Limited 
seating. Masks are recommended, 
but not required. Attendees must 
pre-register by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

Ignatian Year Spirituality 
Conference 

The Ignatian Year Spirituality 
Conference, “See All Things New in 
Christ,” is July 29-31 at Marriott 
Dallas/Fort Worth Westlake. Fr. 
James Hanvey, S.J., secretary for 
the service of faith to the Gener-
al Curia of the Society of Jesus 
in Rome, is the keynote speaker. 
Other panelists include authors 
Fr. Joseph A. Tetlow, S.J., Fr. 
Mark Thibodeaux, S.J., and Vinita 
Hampton Wright. Early bird regis-
tration ends Feb. 28. The event is 
hosted by the Ignatian Spirituality 
Institute of Dallas. For more infor-
mation and to register, visit ignati-
aninstitute.org/ignatian-year- 
spirituality-conference or call (940) 
268-8788.

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 

perpetual adoration chapel in 
Oklahoma City dedicated to the 
protection of all life from concep-
tion until natural death is seeking 
more dedicated and substitute 
adorers. The chapel is located at 
6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. Con-
tact: Julie Mayfield (English), (405) 
413-0272; Maria Santana (Span-
ish), (405) 664-3052.

Poland, Vienna, Germany 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on an 
11-day pilgrimage to Poland, Vien-
na and Germany Aug. 1-11. The 
pilgrimage includes the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play. Other hosts:  
Marcellino D’Ambrosio, Fr. Casey 
F. Jones and Dcn. Pete Markwald. 
Contact Select International Tours 
at (800) 842-4842, jane@select- 
intl.com. selectinternationaltours.
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

Una “octava” de celebración

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

La dedicación del Santuario Beato 
Stanley Rother será el 4 de noviem-
bre. Entre los miembros del equipo 
que trabajan diligentemente para 
construir el santuario se encuentra 
Randy England, superintendente de 
The Boldt Company. England fue 
galardonado recientemente como Su-
perintendente del Año por el Capítulo 
de Oklahoma de la Asociación de Con-
tratistas Generales. England aporta 
más de 40 años de pasión y experien-
cia a su papel como superintendente 
en Boldt.

Para obtener más información sobre 
el santuario o para ver una cámara 
web en vivo, visite rothershrine.org. 
Para ayudar a asegurar el futuro del 
santuario, visite give.rothershrine.org.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Nuestras dos principales fiestas 
son la Navidad y la Pascua. Estas 
fiestas son tan importantes que el 
gozo que emana de estas celebra-
ciones no puede observarse en un 
solo día. 

La tradición litúrgica de la Iglesia 
nos permite alargar la celebración 
en algunos de estos eventos. Nos 
da toda una octava (ochos días) 
para celebrar el gozo que 
estas grandes fiestas rep-
resentan, para así poder 
experimentar su gracia 
y significado de manera 
más profunda. Las octavas 
de estas fiestas, a su vez, 
tienen consigo otras cele-
braciones también. 

Nos estamos prepa-
rando para un momento 
histórico para le Iglesia de 
Oklahoma, como no ha 
habido otro igual desde 
la beatificación del Beato 
Stanley Rother en 2017. 
Hemos soñado, planeado, 
hecho sacrificios y esta-
mos construyendo lo que 
ahora anticipamos como 
el día de la dedicación del 
Santuario que honrará al 
Beato Stanley Rother, el 
primer sacerdote y már-
tir nacido en los Estados 
Unidos y beatificado por 
la Iglesia Católica. Al igual 
que Jesús, el Buen Pastor, 
este sacerdote de Okarche, 
Oklahoma, entregó su vida 
por las ovejas que amaba y 
que había servido como mi-
sionero en Santiago Atitlán, 
Guatemala. 

El Santuario del Beato 
Stanley Rother, que se encuentra 
junto a la carretera interestatal 35 
en Oklahoma City, servirá para 
dar gloria a Dios y honrar a este 
pastor que el Señor ha exaltado. El 
Santuario, que se encuentra bajo 

construcción, será el lugar final de 
descanso para los restos del Beato 
Stanley. 

Será un lugar de peregrinación 
para aquellos que buscan la 
intercesión del Beato Stanley y 
un lugar de aprendizaje para los 
quieran ser inspirados por su vida 
heroica en el museo y centro de 
peregrinos que serán parte de las 

instalaciones que abarcarán 53 
acres. Pero tendrá también otros 
elementos. 

Dado que reconocemos la necesi-
dad de aliviar las rebasadas ca-
pacidades de muchas de nuestras 

pequeñas parroquias en el área 
metropolitana, que sirven mayor-
mente a la comunidad hispana, 
esta Iglesia se convertirá en la 
Iglesia Católica más grande de 
Oklahoma, con una capacidad de 
2,000 personas.

Será una iglesia para todos los 
católicos y para todos los que 
busquen al Señor, con misas 

celebradas de 
manera reg-
ular tanto en 
inglés como en 
español. Será 
el lugar donde 
se lleven a cabo 
los grandes 
eventos ar-
quidiocesa-
nos, como las 
ordenaciones o 
el Rito de Elec-
ción anual. 

Las insta-
laciones hon-
rarán a Nues-
tra Señora de 
Guadalupe y 
a San Juan 
Diego en el 
cerro del Te-
peyac, que está 
siendo con-
struido como 
un lugar de 
peregrinación 
y de devoción. 
El gran zócalo 
frente a la igle-
sia será un lu-
gar de reunión 
y procesiones 
a lo largo del 
año. 

Con el paso del tiempo, las in-
stalaciones serán embellecidas con 
decoraciones y espacios devocio-
nales para la oración. Las insta-
laciones, incluyendo su iglesia, 
el espacio y los edificios futuros 

seguirán siendo 
desarrollados y 
embellecidos por 
muchos años más. 

Hemos anuncia-
do recientemente 
que la dedicación 
solemne del San-
tuario del Beato 
Stanley Rother se 
llevará a cabo el vi-
ernes 4 de noviem-
bre. La dedicación 
solemne de la 
iglesia será rodeada 
por una “octava” 
(ocho días) de cele-
braciones y activi-
dades, comenzando 
con el domingo 30 
de octubre y con-
cluyendo con las 
misas de su primer 
domingo el 6 de 
noviembre. 

Hay una gran 

variedad de elementos en las in-
stalaciones y un gran número de 
personas que han contribuido a 
que lleguemos a este momento que 
planeamos celebrarlo a lo largo 
de toda la semana con eventos en 
diversos lugares del santuario. 

La semana comenzará con el 
traslado del cuerpo del Beato 
Stanley Rother del mausoleo del 
cementerio Resurrección a la Cate-
dral del Perpetuo Socorro para una 
noche de vigilia que comenzará el 
domingo 30 de octubre. Todos es-
tán invitados a unirse a esta vigilia 
de oración. 

El 31 de octubre el ataúd con los 
restos mortales del Beato Stan-
ley saldrá de la Catedral hacia la 
capilla que será su lugar de des-
canso definitivo en el santuario. 
Se llevará a cabo la dedicación 
del altar en la capilla en una misa 
especial con todos los sacerdotes 
de Oklahoma.  

Al día siguiente, en la Solem-
nidad de Todos los Santos (1 de 
noviembre) se llevará a cabo la 
bendición del centro de peregrinos 
y el museo. Los días siguientes 
se llevarán a cabo visitas, tours 
y eventos para la familia Rother, 
invitados especiales y algunos 
dignatarios, incluyendo la visita de 
obispos de todo el país. 

La dedicación solemne de la 
iglesia principal del Santuario y 
del altar, se llevará a cabo el día 
4 de noviembre y será abierta al 
público, además de ser transmit-
ida en línea para todos los que 
deseen participar. El sábado 5 de 
noviembre bendeciremos el cerro 
del Tepeyac y las figuras de bronce 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y 
San Juan Diego, que serán coloca-
dos en la cima. Este será también 
un evento abierto al público que 
incluirá una procesión por todo el 
santuario y a la cima del cerrito 
del Tepeyac. 

Estaremos dando muchos más 
detalles más adelante, pero es sin 
duda de gran bendición lo que 
hemos logrado en este proyecto 
común. Todo esto ha sido posible 
gracias a las oraciones y los sacri-
ficios generosos de miles de perso-
nas a lo largo y ancho de Oklaho-
ma y el mundo entero.

Los invito a que marquen sus 
calendarios para esta “octava” tan 
especial. Sigamos orando por la 
canonización del Beato Stanley 
Rother.
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Sembradores de la Fe

BienaventuradosBienaventurados

COLECTA CATÓLICA ANUAL 2022 

Arquidiócesis de Oklahoma City • P.O. Box 32180, Oklahoma City, OK 73123 • 405-709-2745

Por favor visite www.archokc.org/appeal para hacer su donación en línea

Dedicación del santuario de 
Rother el 4 de noviembre

Únase al arzobispo Coakley, 
sacerdotes de la arquidiócesis, 
obispos e invitados para la 
dedicación del Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother el viernes 
4 de noviembre en la ciudad de 
Oklahoma. La dedicación será la 

pieza central de una celebración 
de una semana y está abierta 
al público. Encuentre más 
información en archokc.org/

Sesiones de discernimiento 
sinodal

El Papa Francisco invita a toda 

la Iglesia a caminar junta partic-
ipando en la fase arquidiocesana 
del próximo sínodo llamado “Por 
una Iglesia sinodal: Comunión, 
Participación y Misión”. Como 
parte de nuestra fase sinod-
al local, que comenzó el 24 de 
octubre, el Arzobispo Coakley y 
los sacerdotes de la arquidióce-

sis organizarán sesiones de 
discernimiento sinodal en toda 
la diócesis para escuchar ideas, 
pensamientos y perspectivas 
para el futuro de la Iglesia en 
Oklahoma. Encuentre más in-
formación y un horario completo 
en archokc.org/synod-spanish. 
shrinededication.

El 5 de febrero, más de 400 
personas se reunieron en 
el Centro Pastoral Católico 
en la ciudad de Oklahoma 
para el evento anual “Semb-
radores de la Fe”. El even-
to comenzó con una Misa 
celebrada en español por el 
arzobispo Coakley y el padre 
William Banowsky quien 
es el pastor asociado de la 
Iglesia Católica San Carlos 
Borromeo.

Andrés Arango de la Diócesis 
de Camden en N.J. y Alfonso 
Lara del Centro de San Juan 
Diego en Denver, fueron los 
oradores. Participaron varios 
movimientos eclesiales de 
la arquidiócesis, entre ellos 
Talleres de Oración y Vida, 
Cursillistas, Renovación Ca-
rismática y Encuentro Matri-
monial Mundial y Encuentro 
promocional Juvenil..

El evento incluyó música en 
vivo, vendedores, comida, 
bebidas y una cabina de 
fotos. 

Fotos María de Loera.

Reportar abuso o comportamiento 
inapropiado con un menor.

¡INMEDIATAMENTE!
Póngase en contacto con las autoridades locales, el 
Departamento de Servicios Humanos del estado:

Todos en Oklahoma tienen la obligación de reportar casos de abusos; Se requiere informar 
incluso la sospecha de abuso; La denuncia debe realizarse de inmediato; Si un niño está en 

peligro inmediato, llame al 9-1-1.

 la Coordinadora Arquidiocesana de Asistencia a Victimas al:

(405) 720-9878

(800) 522-3511
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February

27   Eighth Sunday in Ordinary   
       Time.

27   Oklahoma Catholic Native 
       Schools Project listening 
       session after 10:45 a.m. 
       Mass, Rother Family Center 
       at St. Mary Catholic Church, 
       Ardmore. Contact Dcn. Roy 
       Callison at rcallison@archokc.
       org. Open to the public.

27   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
       meda St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

March

2     Ash Wednesday.

2     Faith Community Nurses’ 
       conference, March 2-3. Visit 
       fcnaok.org.

3     Thursday after Ash 
       Wednesday.

3     Feast of St. Katharine Drexel.

3     Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

4     Friday after Ash Wednesday.

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.

Kevin Pierce 
Regional Agency Executive Consultant 

General Agent 
SKC 

Office: 877-707-0752 / Cell: 405-514-7660 
kevin.pierce@kofc.org 

Councils: 775, 1038, 1044, 1533, 1537,  
1677, 2974, 3113, 3309, 7392, 9334, 10388, 

11194, 11633, 11959, 13313, 13366, 15834

Trey Welker 
Assistant General Agent 

MDRT, SKC 
405-850-4092 

trey.welker@kofc.org 
Councils: 3220, 10822, 12669

Bobby Stevens 
MDRT 

405-534-0397 
bobby.stevens@kofc.org 

Councils: 1018, 3556, 4598, 5160, 
5354, 9901, 12108, 16048, 16214

Chad McAuliff 
MDRT, SKC 

918-284-0685 
chad.mcauliff@kofc.org 

Councils: 1104, 4721, 6606, 
9668, 9737, 13828, 17383

Lance Dufour 
MDRT  

918-550-0886 
lance.dufour@kofc.org 

Councils: 962, 1302, 3167, 4519, 
4804, 7395, 8433, 11734, 14220, 

14248, 14448, 15785, 17559

Devon Soukup 
MDRT, SKC 

405-505-6030 
devon.soukup@kofc.org 

Councils: 767, 3101, 5440, 
5759, 6478, 8633, 14744

Mike Maggio  
MDRT  

405-697-8820 
michael.maggio@kofc.org 

Councils: 916, 949, 1053,  1903, 3336, 
4026, 4042, 5266, 5396, 9333, 9583, 

11135, 11237, 14106

Max Yardley 
MDRT  

405-570-2179 
max.yardley@kofc.org 
Councils: 4601, 6477, 
8204, 12518, 12605

Michael Dalby 
MDRT  

405-638-1274 
michael.dalby@kofc.org 

Councils: 965, 1287, 2604, 4889, 
5168, 8523, 9900, 11648, 11909, 

12819, 12382, 16367

Pierce Agency

Ranked the #1  
Knights of Columbus  

Agency in the Order in  
2015, 2017, 2018,  
2019 and 2020.
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For over 138 years, our insurance program has helped  
generations of Catholic families find stability and security.
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Pierce Ad_12x8_8-21.qxp_Pierce Ad 12x8  9/3/21  1:46 PM  Page 1

4    Feast of St. Casimir.

4    First Friday Adoration, Noon - 
      3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
      Center, 7501 Northwest 
      Expressway, OKC.

4    First Friday Sacred Heart Mass 
      at the Catholic Pastoral Center. 
      Exposition of the Blessed 
      Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; recon-
      ciliation prior to 7 p.m. Mass. 
      Call (405) 721-8944, (405) 
      528-6252.

5    Saturday after Ash Wednesday.

5    Lay Missionaries of Charity  
      provides an explanation
      through prayer and the 
      charism of St. Teresa of Cal-
      cutta. Meeting on the first Sat-
      urday of the month at St. Ann 
      for Holy Mass at 9:30, adora-
      tion and the Rosary. On the 
      third Saturday of the month 
      the meeting is at Holy Inno-
      cents’ conference room. Con-
      tact Toni Harrelson at (405)
      341-2199, (405) 694-1291.

5    Green Tie Gala Reunion, 6 
      p.m., National Cowboy and 
      Western Heritage Museum, 
      1700 N.E. 63, OKC. Visit 
      greentiegala.org.  

6    First Sunday of Lent.

6    St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
      Franciscan Fraternity of Great  
      -er OKC meeting, 2 p.m. - 4    

     p.m. via Zoom. Contact (316) 
     558-0422, billfull@cox.net.

6   Meeting of the Third Order 
     (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
     p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
     Ambrose Building) in Rm. 105. 
     For any Catholic layperson 
     drawn to religious life. Call 
     John or Mary McClernon, (405) 
     313-6611, (405) 414-9407.

6   John Michael Talbot music, 3 
     p.m., St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 
     W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
     Freewill offering accepted.

6   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
     p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
     Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
     St., Norman. Contact Connie 
     Lang, (405) 249-1041, potato.
     lang@gmail.com.

7   Feast of Sts. Perpetua and 
     Felicity.

8    Feast of St. John of God.

9    Feast of St. Frances of Rome.

9    Catholic War Veterans USA 
      the Oklahoma Memorial Post 
      No. 168 meeting, 7 p.m., Sun-
      nylane Family Reception 
      Center, 3900 S.E. 29, Del 
      City. Contact (405) 760-3886, 
      OklaPost168@cox.net. Masks 
      and social distancing required.

10  Charismatic Catholic prayer 
      meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
      toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
      (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
      gmail.com.

12  In the Father’s Footsteps, 
      Catholic Men’s Conference, 
      8:45 a.m., Embassy Suites 
      and Conference Center, 2501 
      Conference Dr., Norman. Reg-
      ister at catholicmen.net.
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Fiscal Year 2021 financial audit results of the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City

Revenues, Support and Gains
Contributions and collections:
Annual Catholic Appeal
Capital campaign
Archdiocesan assessments
Fees of budgeted departments and offices
Priest medical collections
Bequests and other                
Contribution - SBA PPP loan forgiven
Insurance premiums, net
Oil, gas and royalty income
Interest and dividend income:
PDLF investment pool
Investments
Notes receivable
Net gains on investments
Other income
     
   Total Revenues, Gains and Other Support

Expenses
Budgeted departments and offices:
Catholic Pastoral Center 
Administration
Capital campaign
Transfer of assets to Bl. Stanley Rother Shrine
Evangelization and Catechesis
Safe Environment
Sooner Catholic newspaper
Christian Education
Youth Ministry
Marriage and Family Life
Hispanic Ministry
Our Lady of Guadalupe camp
Stewardship and Development
Priests, Permanent Deacons and Clergy Education
Hospital Ministry
Tribunal  
Divine Worship 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
Archival  
Priests’ welfare, retirement and disability
Property taxes and insurance
   Total budgeted departments and offices

Sponsored programs and other subsidies:
Insurance claims and settlements
Administrative self-insurance costs
Pilgrimage
Campus ministry
Contributions made to others
Property contributions to Bishop McGuinness
Seminarian programs
Net periodic pension benefit cost
PDLF investment pool interest expense
Depreciation
Provision for uncollectabel contributions
Other
   Total sponsored programs and other subsidies
   Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets from Operations
  
Gain (Loss) associated with pension benefits that 
are not recognized immediately as a component of 
net periodic benefit cost
Change in net assets
Net assets at beginning of the year
Net assets at end of the year

    2021
3,398,496

349,155
2,110,323
1,689,854

74,455
760,328

1,056,200
8,755,854
1,242,116

1,105,513
892,775
222,125

18,374,406
260,638

40,292,238

2,364,022
1,287,156

193,935
10,817,858

340,392
178,365
679,728
534,839
283,908
260,598
146,696
297,219

1,319,105
385,853
263,484
169,171

61,046
229,067
183,399

79,234
66,289

20,141,364

7,949,874
1,611,264

32,800
127,000
927,366

 - 
1,284,438
1,480,605

182,882
568,305
672,044
523,868

15,360,446
35,501,810

4,790,428

3,327,305 
8,117,733

108,617,810
116,735,543

     2020
3,677,945
2,253,740
2,058,236
1,701,615

70,348
732,888

-
9,344,170

779,877

1,431,486 
1,525,546

289,933
1,146,831

304,701 

25,317,316

2,612,199
1,502,932

350,538
29,252,605 

286,764
173,304
702,469
616,290
401,461
266,880
300,302
360,915

1,105,703
461,712
295,264
194,740
225,512
189,551
167,596

64,404
76,554

39,607,695 

7,320,395
1,670,450

33,712
114,500 

2,078,326
16,271,712

1,084,536
1,106,679

666,983
1,447,784

326,407
695,334 

32,816,818
72,424,513

(47,107,197)

(3,208,321)
(50,315,518)
158,933,328
108,617,810

June 30

7,671,513
132,094,921

1,252,764
13,300,137
19,501,805

141,152
15,626,052

189,588,344

1,113,610
1,194,188

309,105
 - 

54,177,793
1,339,655

14,718,450
72,852,801

52,671,154
23,761,471

(4,485,503)
15,626,052
87,573,174 

7,409,545 
21,752,824
29,162,369

116,735,543

189,588,344

4,708,308
111,467,663

1,214,984
27,184,848 
19,272,806 

121,003
15,796,024

179,765,636

975,498
690,725
118,328

1,056,200
49,816,578

1,335,066
17,155,431
71,147,826

41,822,967
19,581,018

(7,812,808)
15,796,024 
69,387,201

6,778,578
32,452,031
39,230,609

108,617,810

179,765,636

• Go Make Disciples

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

� 
ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY 

February 4, 2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings in the Lord! As your shepherd, I consider it a solemn responsibility to be a 
good steward of the financial gifts received by the Archdiocese, and to be transparent 
and accountable to the people of the Archdiocese who have shown great generosity in 
the support of the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and its ministries. In that spirit I 
present this financial report for fiscal year 2020-21. It has been prepared by our 
archdiocesan business office and reviewed by independent auditors as well as by our 
archdiocesan finance council. I offer it now for your review. 

Numbers on a page can only present an incomplete picture, but hopefully this report 
provides an overview of the activities and ministries provided by the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City. I give you my pledge that we are continuing to make every effort to be 
good and faithful stewards of the financial resources of the Archdiocese. 

Every good gift comes from a generous and loving God. Our gratitude to God moves us 
to a generous response in sharing our gifts with others. This is part of discipleship. 
When we acknowledge that the source of our joy is Jesus Christ, we can' t help but 
share that good news with others. We become what we are called to be. We become 
missionary disciples! 

With the assurance of my prayers and gratitude, I am 

Sinc

�

yours in Christ, 

J::tR�fr£� 
Archbishop of Oklaho�a ���d

y 

Post Office Box 32180 I Oklahoma City, OK 73123 I archokc.org I (405) 709-2759

June 30
2021            2020Assets

Cash
Investments
Accounts receivable, net
Contributions receivable, net
Notes receivable, net
Prepaid expenses and other assets
Property and Equipment 
   Total Assets  

Liabilities and net assets  
Accounts payable                 
Funds due to related parties
Contributions payable, net
Refund advance
Investments managed for related parties 
Accrued insurance claims and settlements
Accrued pension benefit cost
     Total Liabilities           
  
Net assets:
Without donor restrictions
Undesignated
Designated
Accumulated pension related changes other 
than net periodic pension benefit cost 
Invested in property and equipment      
             

With donor restrictions
Perpetual in nature
Purpose restricitons
          
     Total Net Assets

     Total Liabilities and Net Assets
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to some other famous works 
about prison. The cardinal’s 
writings sent me to Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s “Letters and Papers 
from Prison,” for instance. Iron-
ically, the “Prison Journal” also 
reminded me of “De Profundis,” 
written by Oscar Wilde during 
his imprisonment for a sexual 
scandal: although Wilde was 
guilty and Pell innocent, both 
convey the experience of a so-
phisticated intelligence shining 
a light on an environment and 
persons far from one’s ordinary 
life.

The first volume ends with the 
expectation of the results of the 
first appeal. The second deals 
with the Appeals Court confir-
mation of his six-year sentence. 
The third volume, entitled “The 
High Court Frees an Innocent 
Man,” kept me in a sort of 
tension of vicarious suffering, 
especially when the cardinal 
writes, “Today I complete one 
year in prison for crimes I did 
not commit.”

The entire experience gave 
him a great deal of compassion 
for his fellow prisoners. One of 
them wrote the cardinal a letter 
of support that reminded him 
of the Good Thief’s defense of 
Jesus. When the news broke of 
the overturning of his convic-
tions, the prisoners in neighbor-
ing cells congratulated him and 

shared his happiness. The scene 
gives “Journal” a poignant touch 
of grace, especially because the 
cardinal believes one of those 
men was falsely framed for a life 
sentence.

Cardinal Pell was released 
from prison in April 2020 only 
to enter the restrictions of the 
initial COVID-19 lockdown. In 
a recent interview, the cardinal 
said his pre-Vatican II seminary 
prepared him for life in solitary 
confinement, while his time in 
prison prepared him for COVID. 
I mentioned to a friend of mine 
that I was reading the “Journal.” 
“So, he was innocent?” he asked 
me and then said, “That’s good.” 
As Jonathan Swift said, “False-
hood flies and Truth comes 
limping after.” 

That is why these books are 
so important. Cardinal Pell, who 
wrote several books and count-
less columns in the course of his 
ministry, said the writing of this 
“Journal” was the easiest for 
him in terms of composition.

Thankfully, the “Journal” is an 
easy read, almost like having a 
tête-à-tête with a great shepherd 
of the Church. Ignatius Press 
should be congratulated on the 
project of publishing the writ-
ings, which will be an enduring 
witness to the present moment 
of Church history.

FIND A LOCAL STATION OR LISTEN ONLINE AT OKCR.ORG

SPRING RADIOTHON
APRIL 5-6

2022

8:45 AM - 4:30 PM 
Mass Follows at 4:30

EMBASSY SUITES AND 
CONFERENCE CENTER 

NORMAN, OK

IN THE FATHER’S FOOTSTEPS XXVI
CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE

“I am with you always until the end of the age”  Matthew 28:19b

BBrriinnggiinngg  CChhrriisstt    ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrllddBBrriinnggiinngg  CChhrriisstt    ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrlldd A man’s guide to living and sharing his faith 

SATURDAY
March 12, 2022

Speakers:
Monsignor James Shea

Brian Greenfield
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio

Steve Ray

Register
Online Now
catholicmen.net

SEEK22
SEEK22, hosted by FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students), brought 
together more than 22,000 
people from 20 countries to 
encounter Christ during the 
hybrid, immersive broadcast 
Feb. 4-6, 2022. Clergy, pa-
rishioners, college students 
and benefactors explored 
the Gospel and the call to 
missionary discipleship in 
local and regional gather-
ings. 

A SEEK regional gathering 
was held in downtown Okla-
homa City. Learn more at 
focus.org.  Photos provided.


