
On March 12, more 
than 800 Catho-
lic men gathered in 
Norman for the 26th 

annual “In the Father’s Foot-
steps” Oklahoma Catholic Men’s 
Conference. 

“We want to be here to support 
you,” said Ray Haefele, confer-
ence chairman, in his opening 
comments. 

Adam Minihan, director of 
communications for the Diocese 
of Tulsa and host of the “Catholic 
Man Show,” emceed the program.

Each year, many campers look 
forward to summer when they 
can spend time with their friends, 
make new friends and pass the 
time with creative outdoor activ-
ities at Our Lady of Guadelupe 
Catholic Camp.

“Camp OLOG not only is a place 
where people come to have fun 
and enjoy the beauty of nature, it 
is a place where people come to 
know God,” said Rae Biesiada, a 
coordinator of youth evangelization 
and summer camp. 

“It is a camp for students from 
4th-12th grade and even entire 
families. The goal is for people to 
leave behind the distractions of 

everyday life and to encounter God 
in the sacraments, in prayer, in 
relationship, 
in nature 
and in fun 
activities.”

Biesiada, 
and her hus-
band, Chet, 
said they 
are looking 
forward to 
this year’s 
camp. It will 
be their first 
year as coor-
dinators.

“We are so 
excited to step into this position. 
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Go Make Disciples

Oklahoma Catholic camp promotes faith, 
family, prayer

By Jolene Schonchin 
The Sooner Catholic

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Camp begins in June and family camp begins 
in July. Visit archokc.org/camp. Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.continued on page 20

Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference 
inspires faith, family devotion

By Eliana Tedrow 
The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 10

The Oklahoma Catholic Men’s Conference was held March 12 
in Norman. Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

Safe Haven Sunday on March 
26-27 provides a chance for 
discussion and dissemination 
of resources on the harmful 
effects of pornography, and how 
it negatively impacts marriages, 
families and communities. Visit 
cleanheart.online/archokc.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For people who suffer 
from sickness and disease, 
hunger and thirst, home-
lessness and unemploy-
ment. May they receive a 
loving response to their 
needs. We pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer.

a Oklahoma Catholic  
Native Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City, the Diocese of 
Tulsa and St. Gregory’s 
Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project to better 
understand the history, ed-
ucational value and experi-
ences of native students in 
Oklahoma Catholic board-
ing schools from 1880 to 
1965. To contribute docu-
ments, photographs or an 
oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschool-
sproject.org. Learn more 
at archokc.org/  
oknativeschoolsproject.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

For weeks, the nations of the world have watched 
with a growing sense of horror and helplessness the 
unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine that has 
brought untold suffering to a sovereign nation. 

Despite bruising economic sanctions, the bombard-
ment, death and destruction continue. The number 
of displaced persons within Ukraine and the millions 
who have fled as refugees continue to swell to a level 
unseen since the Second World War. 

While diplomacy, sanctions and humanitarian 
assistance are necessary responses to this crisis, as 
Christians we have spiritual resources that we must 
employ as well to advance the cause of peace. 

During this season of 
Lent, I urge that we all 
become more intentional 
about our prayer, fasting 
and works of charity so 
that we can enter into 
meaningful solidari-
ty with our suffering 
brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine. 

We can offer our fasting 
for them. We can pray 
the Rosary for peace. We 
can contribute to funds 
that have been estab-
lished to aid displaced 
persons and refugees 
inside of Ukraine or 
wherever they have been 
forced to flee for safety. 
We can pray for the con-
version of Vladimir Putin 
and his advisers.

I am grateful to Pope 
Francis for declaring his 
intention to consecrate 
Russia and Ukraine to 
the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary on the Solemnity of 
the Annunciation of the 
Lord (March 25) and in-
viting the world’s bishops 
to join him in this solemn 
act of consecration. 

In 1917, Our Lady 
appeared to three shep-
herd children at Fatima, 

Portugal, and called for 
prayer and penance as 
the means to bring an 
end to World War I, and 
to shield the world from 
the effects of the godless 
revolution that was tak-
ing place in Russia that 
would bring about the 
reign of atheistic com-
munism throughout much of the world.

She urged the children to pray the Rosary, pray for 
the conversion of Russia and called for the conse-

cration of Russia to her 
Immaculate Heart. If her 
message went unheeded, 
she warned of an even 
more terrible war that 
would follow. This was 
the path of peace that 
Mary outlined at the 
beginning of the 20th 
century. 

As we enter the third 
decade of the 21st centu-
ry, we must acknowledge 
that we could be on the 
unthinkable brink of yet 
another world war. Arms 
and sanctions are not 
God’s roadmap toward 
a lasting peace. Prayer, 
penance and works of 
charity are the arsenal 
that we must employ. 

On Friday, March 25, 
I will join Pope Francis 
and the world’s bishops 
in consecrating Russia 
and Ukraine to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. 
In communion with Pope 
Francis, I invite all our 
priests and the lay faith-
ful to join me in praying 
for peace and conse-
crating these nations to 
the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, our mother.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

The path of peace

Almighty and ever 
living God,

you invite us deeper 
into your world, your 

people, your Lent.
May this time be one 

of outward focus;
seeking you in those 

we often ignore.
Help us live a Lent 

focused on freedom, 
generosity and encounter.
Give us hearts hungry to 

serve you and those who 
need what we have to give.

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma CityMarch 27 – Scotch & Cigars event benefitting Catholic Charities, 5 p.m., Archbishop’s residence

March 29 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
March 29 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
March 29 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
March 29 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., Our Lady of Victory, Purcell
March 30 – Napa Institute Board Virtual meeting, Noon
March 31 – Senior Staff meeting, 10 a.m., CPC 
March 31 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC
April 1 – School Mass, 9:30 a.m., Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High School, OKC
April 2 – Confirmation, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., St. Peter the Apostle, Guymon
April 3 – Confirmation, 11 a.m., Sacred Heart, Mangum
April 3 – Confirmation, 2 p.m., Sts. Peter and Paul, Hobart
April 5 – On-Air for Spring Radiothon, 8 a.m., Oklahoma Catholic Radio
April 5 – Presbyteral Council meeting, 9:30 a.m., CPC 
April 6 – School Mass, 9:15 a.m., Rosary School, OKC 
April 6 – On-Air for Spring Radiothon, 8 a.m., Oklahoma Catholic Radio
April 7 – Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine Building Committee meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
April 8 – CPC Closed for Staff Lenten Retreat at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp
April 9 – Diaconate Ordination of Robert Miller, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 
April 10 – Palm Sunday Mass, 10 a.m., The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, OKC 

“O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, in this 
time of trial we turn to you. As our Mother, you 
love us and know us: no concern of our hearts is 
hidden from you. Mother of mercy, how often we 
have experienced your watchful care and your 
peaceful presence! You never cease to guide us to 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

Yet we have strayed from that path of peace. 
We have forgotten the lesson learned from the 
tragedies of the last century, the sacrifice of the 
millions who fell in two world wars. We have disre-
garded the commitments we made as a communi-
ty of nations. We have betrayed peoples’ dreams 
of peace and the hopes of the young. We grew sick 
with greed, we thought only of our own nations 
and their interests, we grew indifferent and caught 
up in our selfish needs and concerns. We chose 
to ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions, to 
grow arrogant and aggressive, to suppress inno-
cent lives and to stockpile weapons. We stopped 
being our neighbor’s keepers and stewards of our 
common home. We have ravaged the garden of the 
earth with war and by our sins we have broken 
the heart of our heavenly Father, who desires us 
to be brothers and sisters. We grew indifferent to 
everyone and everything except ourselves. Now 
with shame we cry out: Forgive us, Lord!

… Lead us now on the paths of peace. Amen.”

Pope Francis, Act of Consecration
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Basilica of Saint Peter
25 March 2022

The Sisters of Benedict of Red Plains 
Monastery have long been known 
for their commitment to spirituality 
and forming spiritual directors.

In 1980, Sister Jan Futrell 
returned to Oklahoma after having served on 
the Jesuit staff of Ministry Training Services 
in Denver. In addition to her work there, she 
served priests in the Jesuit community in Saint 
Louis, including her broth-
er, Jesuit priest Father John 
Futrell. She also traveled inter-
nationally, providing spiritual 
direction by following the exer-
cises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola.

The components of the ex-
ercises are prayer, meditation 
and contemplation of scripture, 
which are used as tools to guide 
individuals in strengthening 
their relationship with God. At 
the core of the exercises lies the 
Ignatian principle of finding God 
in all things.

Her work guiding individuals 
in spiritual development led 
her to establish a program in 
Oklahoma City that offered one-
on-one spiritual guidance in 
the form of prayer and weekend 
retreats. In 1981, Sister Teresa 
Ranallo and the Carmelite Sis-
ters at Villa Teresa generously 
offered the use of their facility to 
host the retreats.

Mary Diane Steltenkamp participated in that 
first weekend retreat, and brought a group of 
friends with her. She recalled the first night of 
the retreat when they were given the schedule, 
and informed that the retreat would be silent 
from that point forward.

“My friends looked at me like what in the 
world have you gotten us into?! Fortunately, for 
me, those friendships have remained intact,” 
Steltenkamp said.

Two years later, a young Methodist minister 
in Oklahoma City set out on a mission to find a 
spiritual director. His search led him to the Sis-
ters of Benedict, and Sister Marie Luecke ea-
gerly accepted the role. Shortly after beginning 

his journey with Sister Marie, the young min-
ister expressed his desire to be guided through 
the spiritual exercises of Saint Ignatius.

Sister Marie knew just the right person to 
help with the mission. Over a period of seven 
months, Sister Marie, with the help of Sis-
ter Jan, guided him on an individual journey 
through the spiritual exercises of Saint Ignati-
us.

That minister, Bob Gardenhire, was so 
inspired by the experience that he sought to 
bring it to the members of his own faith com-
munity. At that point, Sister Marie had con-

vinced Sister Jan to provide the exercises in a 
group format, rather than one-on-one.

By the fall of 1984, Sister Marie and Sister 
Jan were serving as spiritual directors for Re-
treat In Daily Life, and had formed four groups 
of participants that met once a week for seven 
months. Three groups met at the sisters’ home, 
the other at Church of the Servant. Thus, be-
gan the Retreat In Daily Life. At its inception, 
the retreat was intended to be offered individu-
ally as a 30-day retreat in silence and solitude.

Over time, the exercises have evolved into a 
format that makes it easier for lay people to 
participate. The current format includes daily 
personal prayer and weekly meetings with a 

trained spiritual director over a period of seven 
months.

As the program expanded, there was an 
obvious need to train more spiritual directors 
to facilitate RIDL groups throughout Okla-
homa, and not just in the Catholic Church. 
Steltenkamp, having previously participated 
in retreats in Ignatian spirituality, was one of 
several people who entered the first spiritual 
director formation program in 1985.

“These exercises have always been ecumen-
ical. RIDL was picked up by the Methodist 
Church, the Nazarene Church, the Episcopal 

Church and interdenomination-
al churches,” Steltenkamp said.

RIDL continued under the 
guidance of the Sisters of Ben-
edict until 2011, when they 
left the Red Plains Monastery 
in Piedmont to move to Mount 
Saint Scholastica Monastery in 
Atchison, Kan.

The sisters’ departure created 
a need for leadership if RIDL 
was meant to continue. A team 
was carefully chosen to imple-
ment the transition and con-
tinue the mission of the sisters. 
Steltenkamp, along with Kay 
Britton and Joanne Forgue, 
assumed the new leadership 
roles and led the transition of 
the RIDL to the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City.

Each year, the RIDL groups 
continued to grow. As of 2022, 
approximately 150 spiritual 
directors have completed the 
formation program and more 

than 2,000 people have participated in RIDL.
Earlier this month, RIDL spiritual directors 

and participants met for a reunion in Norman. 
Jimmie Clark, who graduated from the spiritu-
al director formation program in 2016, attend-
ed the reunion.

“It was just wonderful to be with all these 
people who have been where I’ve been,” Clark 
said.

For Clark, RIDL was an important part of her 
relationship with God.

“It was the thing that moved me forward spir-
itually,” she said. “I can’t say enough about 
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Retreat in Daily Life enhances spiritual life
By Sally Linhart 

The Sooner Catholic

Recently, crews at the shrine 
planted the Overcup oak trees. 
Fifty-four trees have been planted 
in the “panhandle” area of the site, 
and will be moved to the bosques 
in the corner of the zocalo in the 
fall. As the shrine nears comple-
tion, more landscaping will take 
place around the shrine and on 
Tepeyac Hill.

Rother shrine update

A Retreat In Daily Life reunion was held March 12 in Norman. Photo provided.

continued on page 7
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

Father Anthony Constant 
Taeyaerts was anoth-
er priest who came to 

Oklahoma via the “Louvain 
Connection,” the alma mater 
of Oklahoma Bishop Theophile 
Meerschaert and a seminary de-
signed to provide missionaries 
to the United States.

Born in Antwerp in 1881, he 
came to the state in 1910 and 
was immediately made pastor 
of Athon. In 1915, he began a 
13-year stint in Kingfisher. This 
was followed by the assignment 
that was the joy of his life, the 
Church of the Assumption in 
Muskogee where he was pastor 
for 23 years.

A competent and likeable 
man, Bishop Kelley considered 
Father Anthony for the posi-
tion of rector of The Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
in Oklahoma City. The bish-
op stated that the rector “is a 
grown man’s assignment” citing 
extreme debt and the large size 
of the parish.

Father Anthony responded to 
the letter by saying he was hon-
ored to be offered the post.  Ap-
parently, Bishop Kelley was not 

pleased and retorted that 
he was being “consult-

ed about the opening” 
and was not offered 

anything. Conse-
quently, he spent the 
rest of his priestly life 
in Muskogee.

The Southwest 
Courier newspa-
per summed up 
his life in this way: 
“Father Taeyaerts 
was beloved all over 
Oklahoma. He won 
thousands of friends 
by his gentlemanly 
ways. He had been in 
Muskogee 23 years 
and the businessmen 
esteemed him highly. 
In fact, he was liked 
by rich and poor, all 
his parishioners and 
by many non-Catho-
lic friends.”

This humble ser-
vant was the epit-
ome of the quiet, 
hard-working priest 
who gave up all that 
was familiar to serve 
in a place radically 
different than his homeland. He 
not only survived, he thrived, 
and won the love and admira-
tion of the people to whom he so 
graciously ministered.

Not surprisingly, he died in 
his rectory at age 70 still serving 
as pastor. At his Requiem Mass, 

it was stated: “It was often said 
of Father Taeyaerts that once he 
became your friend, he was your 
friend forever. His great gift was 
loyalty and he proved it during 
his 41 years in Oklahoma.” It 
would be difficult to imagine any 
higher praise.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

Fr. Anthony Taeyearts (left) seen here with his 
brother in 1932.

El Reno Catholic school to 
host silent auction, festival

EL RENO – Sacred Heart Cath-
olic School will host the 25th 
annual festival and fundrais-
er, “Taste of Sacred Heart,” on 
Saturday April 2. The program 

will be held from 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Denny-Crump Rodeo 
Arena.

The program will feature live 
entertainment from Jeremy 
Rowe, food trucks, a silent auc-
tion and a winner’s choice raffle. 
It also will include dinner and 
adult beverages.

Jeremy Rowe, a well-known, 
local talent from the Oklahoma 
City area, will provide music from 
different genres and decades.

The raffle will feature $3,000 in 
cash or a trip to a choice of three 
different destinations. The live 
auction will include classroom 
projects, vacation packages and 
autographed memorabilia.

Shannon Statton, principal of 
Sacred Heart Catholic School 
said, “We are so grateful for the 
blessings and support from our 
school family over the past two 
years. We are looking forward to 
an evening that brings us togeth-
er as a community. Our event 
may look different than it has in 
the past, but the fun, family and 
fellowship remain the same.”

For more information, visit 
tasteofsacredheart.org or contact 
Holly Eaton at (405) 262-2284.

By Charles Albert 
The Sooner Catholic

March 27, 2022    5Sooner Catholic

Poland, Vienna, Germany   
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on 
an 11-day pilgrimage to Poland, 
Vienna and Germany Aug. 1-11, 
2022. The pilgrimage includes 
the Oberammergau Passion Play. 
Other hosts include Marcellino 
D’Ambrosio, Fr. Casey F. Jones 
and Dcn. Pete Markwald. Contact 
Select International Tours at (800) 
842-4842, jane@select-intl.com. 
Visit selectinternationaltours.com.  

Germany, Prague, Austria   
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. 
Danny Grover on a pilgrimage 
to Germany, Prague and Austria 
Sept. 19-30. Cost: $4,599 pp, 
including airfare from OKC, four-
star hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Berlin, Dresden, 
Prague, Salzburg, Munich and the 
Oberammergau for the Passion 
Play. A $2,000 deposit required. 
Contact Fr. Carl Janocha at (405) 
247-5255, frcarlj@gmail.com for 
brochure and more information.

Pilgrimages

Avery Holt

Avery is the coordinator of digi-
tal evangelization at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center and has been with 
the chancery for four years. He’s 
the creative genius behind many 
of the videos posted on social me-
dia and the digital media content. 
His new favorite hobby is playing 
with his son, Levi. He said his son 
is becoming very energetic, so it is 
fun to get to do stuff with him. He 
takes his picture probably more 
than anything else! Avery enjoys 
gadgets and gizmos, taking and 
printing photos, making videos, 
recording podcasts and radio 
shows and pretty much anything 
to do with media. 

Br. Peter Shults ordained 
to diaconate

Brother Peter 
Shults, 
O.S.B., 
monk of 
Saint Greg-
ory’s Abbey, 

was ordained to the diacon-
ate on March 19. Bishop 
David Konderla, of the Dio-
cese of Tulsa, conferred the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders 
during Mass in the abbey 
church on the Solemnity of 
Saint Joseph.

Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, 
O.S.B., presented Brother 
Peter for ordination.

“Brother Peter has shown 
himself to be an excellent 
candidate for ordained 
ministry. He has a pro-
found faith, a great love for 
the Church and a sincere 
concern for others,” Abbot 
Lawrence said.  

During his homily, Bish-
op Konderla noted that the 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph 
was a very appropriate occa-
sion for the ordination, cit-
ing the virtues of the saint. 
The bishop also called upon 
Brother Peter to contribute 
to the task of evangelization 
precisely through his monas-
tic vocation, emphasizing the 
importance of monastic prayer 
to the mission of the Church. 
Monks of Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey frequently provide 
ministry in the Diocese of 
Tulsa through weekend parish 
supply, parish missions and 
hospital ministry.

Brother Peter is in his third 

year of theological formation 
at Saint Meinrad Seminary 
in Indiana. Abbot Lawrence 
described some of the unfore-
seen challenges for seminari-
ans during a time of pandem-
ic.

“Seminarians normally 
engage in various forms of 
pastoral ministry in settings 
away from the seminary. Re-
strictions during the pandem-
ic meant that this important 
part of their formation was 
not possible during the past 
two years. Brother Peter cre-
atively addressed the 

Bishop David Konderla lays his hands on the head of Br. Peter Shults, O.S.B., before the Prayer of Ordination.  
Photos Theresa Bragg.

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., leads the procession from the abbey to the church. The 
monastic community, along with priests, deacons and seminarians from the 
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. Meinrad Seminary 
and Archabbey took part in the ordination.

continued on page 13
Br. Peter with Bishop David Konderla 
and Abbot Lawrence Stasyszen, O.S.B.
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Archdiocesan Spelling Bee

Catholic Pastoral Center 
March 9

Photos Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

First and second grade

Third and fourth grade

Fifth and sixth grade

Seventh and eighth grade

1st: Marco Acosta, St. Joseph 
  Catholic School, Enid
2nd: Oliver Swain, All Saints 
  Catholic School, Norman
3rd: Ray Kanaan, St. Elizabeth Ann 
  Seaton Catholic School, Edmond
4th: Liesl Bier, All Saints Catholic
  School, Norman
5th: Khoi Nguyen, Bishop John
  Carroll Catholic School, OKC

1st: William Pham, St. Elizabeth Ann     
  Seaton Catholic School, Edmond
2nd: Theodore Higson, St. Elizabeth 
  Ann Seaton Catholic School, Edmond
3rd: Roshan Menon, St. Mary 
  Catholic School, Ponca City
4th: Bridgid Huston, Rosary Catholic   
  School, OKC
5th: Peter Arvidson, Christ the King 
  Catholic School, OKC

1st: Azael Bereket, St. Elizabeth Ann 
  Seaton Catholic School, Edmond
2nd: Franchesca Santos, St. Charles 
  Borromeo Catholic School, OKC
3rd: Hannah Hennessey, All Saints 
  Catholic School, Norman
4th: Ryan Kanaan, St. Elizabeth Ann 
  Seaton Catholic School, Edmond
5th: Ryan Flinn, Christ the King 
  Catholic School, OKC

1st: Kim Doan, All Saints Catholic 
  School, Norman
1st: Tony Huynh, Bishop John 
  Carroll Catholic School, OKC
1st: Amy Huynh, Bishop John Carroll 
  Catholic School, OKC
4th: Joshua Stephen, St. Philip Neri 
  Catholic School, Midwest City
5th: Luke Bryan, Rosary Catholic 
  School, OKC

Pictured with Director of Catholic Education Lara Schuler

March 27, 2022    7Sooner Catholic

Ash Wednesday

RIDL@archokc.org
ridlarchokc.org

archokc.org/spirituallife

Retreat In Daily Life

what a life changing experience 
it’s been, and continues to be.”

Larann Wilson, director of Par-
ish Leadership Engagement for 
the archdiocese, explained how 
RIDL has impacted her spiritual 
life.

“It has deepened my prayer 
life and my love for the Lord in 
ways that I wasn’t expecting. It 
has been a beautiful journey,” 
Wilson said. 

Wilson oversees the RIDL pro-
gram and also is a new partic-
ipant in the program. The re-
union gave her an opportunity to 
connect with others and deepen 
her appreciation for RIDL.

“It was so inspiring to me, 
especially as I’m now going 
through it,” she said. “The en-
ergy, excitement and joy, you 
could feel it in the air!”

Wilson described the RIDL as a 
hidden treasure in the Church.

“Now more than ever it can be 
such a renewal for our spiritual 
and daily lives,” she said.

RIDL is offered at locations 
within the archdiocese as well as 
throughout the metro area. The 
RIDL also is offered virtually. 

Sally Linhart is a freelance 
writer for the Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 3

Fr. Alex Kroll, 
chaplain at 
Mount St. 
Mary Catholic 
High School, 
celebrated Ash 
Wednesday 
Mass at 
Sacred Heart 
Catholic 
Church in 
Oklahoma City. 
Photos 
provided.

Fr. Carson Krittenbrink, pastor at St. Mary Catholic Church in  
Ponca City, celebrated Mass on Ash Wednesday. Photos provided.
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Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Saint Patrick Catholic 
Church in Walters 
celebrated the feast of 
Saint Patrick on March 
20.

Parishioners from Blessed Sac-
rament Catholic Church in Lawton 
as well as Saint Jude Catholic 
Church in Burkburnett, Texas.

“We are so excited to have such 
a large crowd come out for our cel-
ebration,” said Maryann Holman, a 
parishioner and member of Wom-

en’s Sodality Group which hosted 
the event. 

“Father John Paul Lewis said we 
had 56 who attended Mass, which 
is a lot for our little church.”

Following a potluck lunch with 
Irish favorites, children played 
board games and a silent auction 
took place to raise money for the 
women’s group. 

In addition to activities, parish-
ioners also celebrated the mar-
riage of two longtime parishioners, 
Rachel Simon and Jostyn Sidewell. 
The couple now resides in El Paso 
where Sidewell serves in the U.S. 
military.

St. Patrick parishioners celebrate patron saint
By Jolene Schonchin 

The Sooner Catholic

Photos Jolene Schonchin/Sooner Catholic.

Fr. Joseph Arledge 
and parishioners 
at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church 
in Oklahoma 
City celebrated 
St. Patrick’s Day 
with a Mass and 
dinner on March 
17. They honored 
the missionary 
work of St. Patrick 
in Ireland and a 
bagpiper played 
Amazing Grace 
during Mass. 

Photos Fran 
Kozakowski.
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CATHOLIC 
PROMISE

A Degree of  DifferenceA Degree of  Difference

MAKING A CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE EDUCATION MORE 
AFFORDABLE FOR FAMILIES

$56,000 grant*
*Redeemable: $14,000 per year (8 Semesters)

 ⊲ ANY first-time college-bound student who 

graduates from a Catholic high school is eligible

 ⊲ Must attend Newman as a full-time student  

the first term following high school graduation

LEARN MORE: NEWMANU.EDU/CATHOLIC-PROMISE-GRANT

316-942-4242 | NEWMAN UNIVERSITY, WICHITA, KS

Statement of USCCB president and bishop chairmen 
in advance of Supreme Court’s Ruling in Dobbs

WASHINGTON - In anticipation of the Su-
preme Court of the United States issuing its 
ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, Archbishop José H. Gomez of 
Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops and chairmen of USC-
CB committees serving women and families 
issued the following statement:

Standing with Moms in Need
“[E]very human life, unique and unrepeat-

able, has value in and of itself; it is of inesti-
mable value. This must always be proclaimed 
anew with the courage of the Word and the 
courage of actions. It calls us to solidarity 
and fraternal love for the great human family 
and for each of its members.” –Pope Francis 
on the 25th anniversary of Evangelium Vitae 
(March 25, 2020)

As our nation awaits the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Organization, we join together in 
prayer and expectant hope that states will 
again be able to protect women and children 
from the injustice of abortion. As we affirm 
the value of every human life, we welcome 
the possibility of saving countless unborn 
children as well as sparing women and fami-
lies the pain of abortion. 

The Catholic Church has a long history 
of service to those who are most vulnerable 
and remains the largest private provider of 
social services in the United States. Through 

the sacrificial efforts of faithful Catholics, 
the Church serves millions through diocesan 
ministries and agencies, Catholic hospitals 
and healthcare systems, immigration clinics, 
shelters and Catholic schools and parishes. 
From religious communities to pregnancy 
care centers, from refugee resettlement ser-
vices to foster care and adoption agencies, 
and from maternity homes to parish-based 
ministries, the Church consistently bears 
witness in word and deed to the beauty and 
dignity of every human life – including both 
mother and child. 

As the chairmen of committees serving the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, we proclaim a vision for our society that 
upholds the truth that every human life is 
sacred and inviolable. … 

In that effort, we recommit our committees 
and urge our dioceses, parishes, and Catho-
lic agencies and institutions: 

- To redouble our efforts to accompany 
women and couples who are facing unex-
pected or difficult pregnancies, and during 
the early years of parenthood, offering them 
loving and compassionate care through ini-
tiatives such as Walking with Moms in Need 
and countless others; 

- To ensure our Catholic parishes are plac-
es of welcome for women facing challenging 
pregnancies or who find it difficult to care for 
their children after birth, so that any mother 

needing assistance will receive life-affirming 
support and be connected to appropriate 
programs and resources where she can get 
help; 

- To help Catholics recognize the needs of 
pregnant and parenting moms in their com-
munities, enabling parishioners to know 
these mothers, to listen to them, and to help 
them obtain the necessities of life for them-
selves and their children; 

- To be witnesses of love and life by ex-
panding and improving the extensive net-
work of comprehensive care including 
pregnancy help centers, maternity homes, 
and Catholic health care and social service 
agencies; 

- To redouble our advocacy for laws that 
ensure the right to life for unborn children 
and that no mother or family lacks the basic 
resources needed to care for their children, 
regardless of race, age, immigration status or 
any other factor;

In all these ways and more, the Catholic 
Church witnesses to the sanctity of all hu-
man life, from conception to natural death, 
and works to build a true culture of life in 
our nation. May a renewed commitment to 
life overflow into increased protection of un-
born children and expanded support for their 
mothers and families. 

Read the full statement at usccb.org.
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“Look around. Isn’t it amazing to see 800 
men gathering to worship our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ?” he said.

Father Joseph Jacobi, spiritual director 
of the Oklahoma Fellowship of Catholic 
Men, opened the morning with prayer.

Deacon Roy Forsythe, the conference 
co-chairman, introduced the first key-
note speaker, Marcellino D’Ambrosio. The 
senior fellow of the Saint Paul Center for 
Biblical Theology kicked off the morning 
with a talk titled “Keeping your kids Cath-
olic.” 

D’Ambrosio, “Dr. Italy,” as people have 
come to know him, shared his successes 
and failures with the men, saying it was 
humility that helped him grow in his faith. 

“Our faith is not indoctrination,” he said. 
“How do kids spell love? It’s T-I-M-E.” 
D’Ambrosio urged participants to spend 
real time with their family and community, 
saying parents never know when children 
will have a “real question.” Those ques-
tions, he said, are opportunities for teach-
able moments. 

“Most of the time there is a critical 
moment where people move from being 
a Sunday Catholic to 
really being a disciple, 
and that’s about an 
encounter the Lord has 
for them.”

“When we exhibit, 
even amid our anxiety, 
our struggles, our finan-
cial breakdowns, what-
ever crisis is going on, 
we exhibit faith, trust 
and serenity. When we 
fail, tell our kids we are 
forgiven sinners, pray 
with them, and they 
will never forget it. If 
our family is a place where our faces tell 
our kids they are loved and that God loves 
them, they may stray, but they will come 
back because they will not find that (love) 
in the world. The world is an unforgiving 
place. To find mercy, forgiveness and love 
in the Catholic community, with their 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and parents, 
that will bond them, and God will ulti-
mately work, and he will work miracles.”

D’Ambrosio urged the men to define 
what it means to “keep their kids Catho-
lic,” stating it must be a transformation 
from the inside out. 

Jim Beckman, executive director of the 
Secretariat for Evangelization and Cat-
echesis for the archdiocese, introduced the 
second keynote speaker, Monsignor James 
Shea, president of the University of Mary. 

Monsignor Shea’s talk was titled “A 
life well lived: work, leisure and mercy.” 
Participants were given a free copy of his 
book, “From Christendom to Apostolic 
Mission: Pastoral Strategies for an Apos-
tolic Age.” 

“A Catholic men’s conference like this 
is a great witness, not just to Oklahoma, 
but to all of us,” Monsignor Shea said. “To 
have the courage and have the sense of 
community and manly fellowship to come 
together once a year in this way is tremen-
dously impressive.”

He said we live in an age of communica-
tion where people feel their lives are spin-
ning out of control. People struggle to find 
peace, he said, but feel pulled in so many 
different directions. 

He challenged the men to think about 
what was precious to them and how they 
spend their time. He highlighted three 
habits men can adopt to achieve leisure. 

The first habit centers on solitude or daily 
silence.

“We are tortured by all the noise around 
us,” he said, adding that people need a 
rest from sarcasm, cynicism and self-im-
portance, to hear the voice of Jesus. 

The second habit, celebration, keeps 
Sunday holy. He said keeping Sunday 
apart is a clear witness that production 
and consumption do not own us. 

The last habit is to serve others by going 
to the margins.

“We have to find a way to serve others in 
the midst of our life,” he told the men.

James Riter, conference team mem-
ber and co-founder of the local podcast, 
“Red Dirt Catholics,” organized the young 
men’s portion of the day. Riter said men 
can’t know how to be fathers until they’ve 
learned how to be sons. 

“We have a poverty of fatherhood in 
our culture,” Riter said. “Generally, the 
world is broken, men are broken. We have 
a great group of fathers in our diocese 
amidst a world that is broken, that is 
fatherless. Our hope for the young men’s 
luncheon is to have a place we can come 
directly to these men whose hearts are 
being shaped and formed, and also for the 

fathers who brought 
their sons, that they 
can have a place to be 
here with them, formed 
in their own father-
hood.”

The third keynote 
speaker, Steve Ray, 
kicked off the afternoon 
session with his talk 
“Giving yourself to God: 
Living a heroic and 
sacrificial life for God.” 

“Kids will love what 
you love and if you 
love the Lord, they will 

follow you,” he told the men. 
Ray asked men to consider what they 

spent their money on, especially things 
that consumed their thoughts and time.

“If you’re not giving your life first to 
Jesus Christ and his Church, then you’re 
giving your life to something else,” he said.

Matt Holland and his son, Garrett, drove 
from Stroud for the conference.  

“They are trying to tell me no matter how 
bad you are doing or how good you are do-
ing, or what scenario you are in, to always 
believe in God and keep God first,” Garrett 
Holland said. 

Matt Holland said the day answered a lot 
of questions men struggle with like work-
ing for a promotion or to get more money, 
leaving Christ as secondary.

Brian Greenfield, director of campus 
ministry at a Jesuit high school in Tampa, 
Fla., closed out the day with a talk titled 
“Search for sons: Our sonship brings heal-
ing and direction to this culture.”

Greenfield shared his personal struggles 
with accepting God as his loving Father, 
citing three lies the enemy puts in the 
hearts of man: You are alone, you are 
unloved and unlovable, and you can be 
broken through your experiences.

“Brokenness stays with us,” he said, and 
the enemy uses that against us. 

During the day, conference participants 
had access to confession and adoration. 
Archbishop Coakley and Bishop David 
Konderla, of Tulsa, celebrated the closing 
Mass. 

Next year’s conference is scheduled 
for Feb. 25. For more information go to 
catholicmen.net 

Eliana Tedrow is a freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic. 

continued from page 1

Photos Chris Porter, Eliana Tedrow/Sooner Catholic.
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• April 4 and 5: Barbara Chishko, Willow Pregnancy Support 
CEO; Rose Home executive director.

• April 11 and 12: Dcn. Charles Allen
• April 18 and 19: Dr. Christopher Edge, D.O.
• April 25 and 26: Austin Harper, seminarian

“Make Straight the Way” broadcasts on Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and Wednesdays at 3:30 
p.m. Tune in at okcr.org.

Chris Bayless from Bishop 
McGuinness Catholic High 
School has been chosen as 
one of the 36 high school 
seniors among all OSSAA 
classes to be honored as 
Academic Bowl All-State. He 
has been invited to partici-
pate in the All-State games 
on April 9. Photo provided.

April 16th, 2022 
Begins at 10:00 AM

HOMELESS PERSON’S
M E M O R I A L

A REMEMBRANCE FOR THE HOMELESS LOST IN 2022

For more information or to make a donation, 
email us at ispokc@outlook.com

Sponsored by ISP OKC
Bringing radical hope to the homeless with addictions

Held Virtually
Join us virtually on April 16th by going to:
www.8thStreet.online.church

The service will also be available to watch 
online, at any time, by going to:
youtu.be/wg9GeiN1-Fc

In the shadows of Oklahoma City, our 
brothers and sisters are losing a struggle for 
their lives. They will not go unremembered.

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Antlers - 90.3 FM

Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM
Clinton - 98.3 FM

Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM

Lawton - 88.3 FM
Prague - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

“Make Straight the Way” 
hosted by Dcn. Larry Sousa  

January was the Knights of Columbus March for Right for Life. Council #5168 in Marlow and Duncan used the Baby Bottle 
Program to assist Charis with their support for pregnant mothers. Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Marlow and 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Duncan collected $3,500 for Charis. Photos provided.
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Parishioners at St. Mary Catholic Church in Ponca City held a Mardi Gras pan-
cake race and celebration. Photos provided.

To send photos, event 
information or story 

ideas, e-mail 
communications@

archokc.org.

This is the second article in a 
special series on prayer. The first 
two fall during the season of Lent, 
a perfect time to lean into the 
amazing invitation God has given 
us to spend time with him in the 
gift that we call prayer. 

My wife and I are doing a small 
group study with some teens at 
our parish using a book written by 
Father Jacques Philippe, “Time for 
God.” I highly recommend it. If you 
have been following this series, I 
hope you took me up on my invi-
tation in the last issue to spend 
more of your time in prayer during 
this Lenten season!

Father Philippe helps lay a solid 
foundation for prayer and the spir-
itual life by establishing helpful 
principles. First, prayer is not driv-
en by a technique or method, it’s 
the result of God’s grace. Overem-
phasis on techniques and methods 
would cause us to cling to human 
efforts, which though required for 
growth, are not the most import-
ant factor. 

Philippe says, “the whole edifice 
of the life of prayer is built on God’s 
initiative and his grace … not our 
efforts. God, who loves us, will car-
ry us infinitely further and higher 
than we could ever get on our own 
steam” (Time for God, 11, 12). 

This is great news! It gives me 
great hope to realize that the whole 
pursuit of the spiritual life in the 
end doesn’t depend on me, but 
rather on God. Don’t get me wrong, 
I need to do my part. But, my part 
is more about showing up than it is 
about doing something “right.” 

Second, if the life of prayer is 
more about what God is doing, 
then it makes sense that the best 
way I can cooperate with that 
activity is to have the right dispo-
sition. Father Philippe talks about 
the fundamental disposition of 
an attitude of faith and trust. We 
must believe with our whole heart 
that God is present, even when, 
maybe even particularly when, we 
don’t feel like he is. 

We must believe that we are 
called to meet God in prayer and 
that he gives all the grace we 
need for this meeting. The life of 
prayer is for everyone, not just a 
select few priests and religious. 
And finally, we must believe in 
the fruitfulness of prayer. “All who 
persevere in that trust will receive 
infinitely more than they dared to 
ask or hope for; not because they 
deserve it, but because God has 
promised.”  

Third, our first and primary 
concern should be faithfulness in 
praying, not whether our prayer 
is beautiful, or seemingly fruitful, 
or even filled with deep spiritual 
emotions or thoughts. The quality 
of prayer will come from fidelity to 
praying! 

Philippe goes on to say, “Time 
spent every day in mental prayer 
that is poor, arid, distracted and 
relatively short is worth more, and 
will be infinitely more fruitful for 
our progress, than long, ardent 
spells of mental prayer from time 
to time when circumstances make 
it easy” (Time for God, 17).  

And, fourth, another basic inner 

attitude for anyone who wants to 
persevere in this gift of prayer is 
purity of intention. The pure of 
heart ultimately are those who 
desire more than anything else to 
please God, even to the expense 
of themselves. They are striving to 
live for God, rather than for them-
selves, which is “an indispensable 
condition for mental prayer . . . We 
pray not to find self-fulfillment, 
or self-satisfaction, but to please 
God” (Time for God, 18).

The main battle in prayer is the 
determination to persevere. Saint 
Teresa of Avila has a great encour-
agement in this regard, “Let us 
now return to those who wish to 
travel this road . . . they should 
begin well by making an earnest 
and most determined resolve not 
to halt until they reach their goal, 
whatever may come, whatever may 
happen to them, however hard 
they may have to labor, whoev-
er may complain against them, 
whether they reach their goal or 
die on the road or have no heart to 
confront the trials that they meet, 
whether the very world dissolves 
before them.” Keep showing up! 
Keep pursuing time with God!

Father Philippe concludes that, 
“without a life of prayer, there is 
no holiness . . . There is no spiri-
tual progress without contempla-
tive prayer.” He even emphasizes 
personal prayer over the effects of 
the sacraments! Are you catching 
a theme here? There’s a reason 
he titled the book “Time for God!” 
Making time for prayer in our busy 
lives is an act of faith in itself. But, 

the fruit of time spent with him 
will have far-reaching ramifica-
tions.

Yet, the opposite is also true. 
“If someone, even someone very 
devout and committed, has not 
made a habit of mental prayer, 
something will always be lacking 
for the growth of his or her spir-
itual life. People like this will not 
find true inner peace, but will 
always be something too merely 
human in what they do: attach-
ment to their own will, traces of 
vanity, self-seeking, ambition, 
narrow-mindedness and so on. 
There can be no deep, radical puri-
fication of the heart without the 
practice of mental prayer” (Time 
for God, 25). 

If you haven’t already decided 
to, will you make a deeper com-
mitment to making time for prayer 
throughout the rest of this Lenten 
season? And if you missed the 
first article in this series, go back 
to the Feb. 27 issue and check it 
out. I give several suggestions for 
books you might read, or a small 
group study you might take up. 
The invitation is this – take time, 
make time, to grow in your prayer 
life this Lent!
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Why pray (part II)

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis

Real Life Disciples

continued from page 5

Br. Peter Shults, O.S.B. prostrates himself during the litany. 
Photos Theresa Bragg.

challenge by initiating a telephone 
ministry to oblates of Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, who also were isolated due to 
COVID-19. In this way he was able to 
visit and pray with people from across 
the United States who were not able to 
be with their parish communities. Many 
have shared with me how comforting 
and encouraging it was to receive his 
calls,” Abbot Lawrence said. 

Another initiative Brother Peter began 
and continues to hold weekly is an in-
teractive webcast called “Lectio Live.” He 

provides news on the monastery, talks 
about upcoming events in the Church 
and leads participants in a prayerful 
review of the readings for the upcom-
ing Sunday Mass. He as followers from 
around the world.

Raised in Del City, Brother Peter 
professed vows as a Benedictine monk 
of Saint Gregory’s Abbey on July 11, 
2016. Prior to entering the monastery, 
he served for 10 years in the U.S. Army 
with deployments in Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East. Brother Peter plans to 
petition to be ordained to the priesthood 
in May 2023.
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Director of communications
The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a director of com-
munications. As a member of the 
senior staff, the director of commu-
nications will represent the arch-
diocese, archbishop and chancery 
to the media by crafting commu-
nications, social media, public 
relations and marketing strategies. 
The director will supervise commu-
nications support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or marketing 
experience, and be a practicing 
Catholic. A background check and 
safe environment training will be 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to humanresources@archokc.
org.

Associate director of   
development - shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking an associate 
director of development to assist 
with all aspects of fundraising 
and donor relations. Will serve as 
adviser to the senior managing 
consultant. Collaborate with pas-
tors, parish leaders, chancery staff 
and potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for capital 
campaigns, special projects and 
programs of the shrine. Bachelor’s 
degree in business, marketing, 
communications, public relations 
or general experience in a compa-
rable position a must; minimum 
three years of development experi-
ence; must be practicing Catholic 
in good standing. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Communications/outreach  
specialist - cathedral

The Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help is seeking a full-time 
communications and outreach spe-
cialist to greet visitors and parish-
ioners daily, schedule ministers, 
oversee parish outreach programs, 
help with parish committees and 
work with existing programs. Must 
be proficient in computer skills, 
coordinate media and communica-
tions for the cathedral, including 
in the planning and execution of 
all the events held at the cathe-
dral. Knowledge of Vietnamese 
language helpful. Must be a prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing. 
Send references and resume to Fr. 
Rick Stansberry at rstansberry@ 
cathedralokc.org.

School accreditation manager - 
OKC

The Office of Catholic Education 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 

City is seeking a part-time accred-
itation manager, which supports 
the mission and vision of the Cath-
olic Education Office by providing 
guidance, direction and leader-
ship to school administrators and 
faculty through the accreditation 
process. Will serve as the coor-
dinator for all activities of the 
Oklahoma Conference of Catholic 
Schools Accrediting Association for 
the archdiocese and the Diocese 
of Tulsa. The successful candidate 
will possess knowledge of Oklaho-
ma school law and the policies and 
practices of the state Department 
of Education. Familiarity with 
school law in general required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Catholic educa-
tion: curriculum, instruction – 
OKC

The Office of Catholic Education 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
Catholic education with a focus 
on curriculum and instruction to 
provide guidance, direction and 
leadership to school administrators 
and faculty. Oversee implemen-
tation of curriculum; support the 
development of student and family 
life; assist principals with issues, 
problems and concerns. Masters’ 
degree in education, educational 
administration and supervision 
or a related field a must; at least 
five years of experience in Catholic 
school leadership preferred; prac-
ticing Catholic in good standing a 
must. Send resume and cover letter 
to humanresources@archokc.org.

Coordinator of Catholic   
education: operations – OKC

The Office of Catholic Education 
in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a coordinator of 
Catholic education with a focus on 
operations to develop, execute and 
supervise the formation of teachers 
and students as well as manage 
all aspects of curriculum develop-
ment; facilitate ongoing training for 
school leaders and administrative 
staff with focus on leadership, staff 
management, strategic planning, 
policy and procedural implemen-
tation, and finance issues; assist 
principals by responding to issues, 
problems and concerns. Masters’ 
degree in education, educational 
administration and supervision or 
a related field a must; at least five 
years experience in Catholic school 
leadership preferred; practicing 
Catholic in good standing a must. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

High school principal - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking a principal to 
start in July 2022. Must have 
experience in curriculum develop-
ment and co-curricular planning, 
welcome a diversity of cultures, 
cultivate equitable learning op-
portunities, be a compassionate 
team-builder, ability to problem 
solve, strong communicator and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 

standing. Send cover letter, re-
sume and list of five professional 
references with name, relationship, 
phone number and e-mail address 
of each. Send each document as 
a separate pdf to Brandon Jacobs 
at brandon.jacobs@carneysandoe.
com, Barbara Daush at barbara.
daush@carneysandoe.com and 
Jess Roberson at jess.roberson@
carneysandoe.com.

Principal - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in curric-
ulum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree 
or master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required. Must be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing, hold Oklahoma principal cer-
tification or ability to obtain, have 
proficient knowledge of the instruc-
tional and accreditation process, 
and experience with the budgeting 
process and maintaining a bal-
anced budget. Send cover letter 
and resume to lschuler@archokc.
org. All inquiries, nominations and 
applications will be confidential.

Principal – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a principal with 
experience as a principal or teach-
er in a Catholic school setting, 
managing faculty and staff, school 
finance and enrollment manage-
ment. Master of educational lead-
ership degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required; 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; Oklahoma principal certifica-
tion or ability to obtain; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inquiries, 
nominations and applications will 
be confidential.

Principal – Norman
All Saints Catholic School is 

seeking a principal with experi-
ence leading faculty in curricu-
lum implementation, professional 
development, school finance and 
enrollment management. Master 
of educational leadership degree 
or master’s degree in related edu-
cational field required; practicing 
Catholic in good standing; Okla-
homa principal certification or 
ability to obtain required; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inquiries, 
nominations and applications will 
be confidential. 

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking teachers 
for the 2022-2023 school year for 
the following part-time positions: 
Art, music, Spanish and librarian. 

These positions can be combined 
for a full-time position. Bachelor’s 
degree with state teaching certifi-
cation in the desired teaching area 
required. Send a resume, cover 
letter to Principal Tera Albert at 
principal@sacredheartokc.org.

Teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking early childhood and 
elementary teachers for the 2022-
2023 school year. Bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood and/or elemen-
tary education along with a state 
teaching certificate is required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Amy Feighny, Christ the King Cath-
olic School, 1905 Elmhurst Ave., 
OKC 73120 or afeighny@ckschool.
com. Download teacher application 
packet at archokc.org/careers.

Gift coordinator – OKC
The Secretariat for Stewardship 

and Development of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a gifts coordinator to manage the 
process of identifying, cultivating 
and soliciting gifts in support of 
ministries, the Annual Catholic Ap-
peal, Seminarian Education Appeal 
and other fundraising initiatives. 
Must have excellent written and 
oral communication skills and be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing. A background check and safe 
environment training required. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
humanresources@archokc.org.

Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center case manager – OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a Sanctuary Women’s Development 
Center case manager to provide 
case management services in the 
homeless day shelter to individuals 
and families including assessment, 
goal planning, advocacy, and coor-
dinating services available within 
the community. Bachelor’s degree 
in social work, or human services 
related field; Experience working 
with a large homeless concentra-
tion and or case management; 
Fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred. Send cover letter and 
resume to Racheal Singley at   
rsingley@ccaokc.org.  

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Receptionist - Edmond
St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church is seeking a full-time re-
ceptionist to greet visitors, answer 
multiline phone system, assist in 
maintaining database and records. 
Attention to detail, time manage-
ment skills, ability to maintain 
confidentially, administrative 
skills, knowledge of Microsoft 
Office, adaptability, dependability 
and ability work well with others 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to adennis@stjohn-catholic.
org.
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To help people navigate some of 
the complex decisions involved in 
end-of-life situations, the National 
Catholic Bioethics Center offers a 
free and confidential consultation 
service via e-mail or phone. 

Often, we are asked about the 
appropriate use of morphine and 
other opioids. Family members 
may be understandably concerned 
about the potential for overdos-
ing their loved ones, as hospice 
workers appear to “ramp up” the 
morphine rapidly, especially in the 
last few hours of life.

What principles can guide us in 
the appropriate use of morphine 
near the end of life? It can be help-
ful to summarize a few key points 
here.

Morphine and other opioids can 
be very useful – indeed, invaluable 
– in controlling pain and reducing 
suffering for many patients near 
the end of life. Morphine also is 
used to alleviate anxiety and la-
bored breathing. Opioids are high-
ly effective pain management tools 
in the toolbox of palliative care and 
hospice specialists.

These drugs need to be used 
carefully, since very high doses are 
capable of suppressing a patient’s 
ability to breathe, which can lead 
to death.

Medically appropriate use of 
these drugs for pain management 
will involve the important concept 
of titration. Dosage titration means 

giving enough medication to dull 
or limit the pain, but not going so 
far as to cause unconsciousness 
or death. 

This implies continually assess-
ing and adjusting the balance 
of a drug to assure it is effective 
and not unduly harmful. In other 
words, pain medications should be 
dispensed in response to concrete 
indicators of pain and discomfort, 
so that patients can have their 
pain-relief needs met but not be 
unnecessarily over-medicated.

Practically speaking, it is im-
portant to pay attention to signs of 
discomfort that a patient may be 
manifesting, whether grimacing, 
twitching, crying, flailing extrem-
ities or other movements. Such 
objective indicators should guide 
those making dosing decisions as 
they seek to control pain and limit 
discomfort.

As families receive advice about 
how to care for their loved ones, 
and try to make good decisions 
on their behalf, one question that 
should be asked is, “What is the 
reason someone is being given (or 
is being advised to receive) pain 
medication?” 

Is the medication being provid-
ed because the patient is actually 
experiencing pain or for some other 
reason such as an intent to hasten 
death? This can be an important 
factor in determining whether the 
administration of a particular pain 

medication would be ethical or not.
By carefully dispensing pain 

medications without rendering pa-
tients lethargic or semi-comatose, 
to the extent possible, we afford 
them the opportunity to make 
preparations for their death while 
still conscious. In general, patients 
should not be deprived of alert-
ness or consciousness except to 
mitigate excruciating or otherwise 
unbearable pain. 

In order to address situations 
of escalating pain, it may become 
necessary to administer higher and 
higher doses of morphine or other 
opioids. At a certain point, we may 
face the prospect that the next 
dose we provide to properly control 
the pain will be so high that it will 
suppress the patient’s breathing, 
leading to death. The principle of 
double effect can guide and assist 
us in such cases. When the clini-
cal requirement of proper titration 
of pain medications is carried out, 
and the other conditions of the 
principle are satisfied, a strict and 
appropriate use of pain medication 
in this manner can be allowable, 
even when it may indirectly or 
unintentionally contribute to an 
individual’s demise. 

This has been helpfully summed 
up in Directive 61 of the “Ethi-
cal and Religious Directives” of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, which reminds us that, 
“Medicines capable of alleviating 

or suppressing pain may be giv-
en to a dying person, even if this 
therapy may indirectly shorten the 
person’s life so long as the intent 
is not to hasten death. Patients 
experiencing suffering who cannot 
be alleviated should be helped to 
appreciate the Christian under-
standing of redemptive suffering.”

In situations of truly intractable 
pain, it can be legitimate to em-
ploy “palliative sedation,” which 
involves the decision to render a 
patient unconscious during his or 
her final hours. 

This should be done with proper 
consent, obtained from the patient 
or the designated surrogate. It is 
important to avoid any suicidal 
intention and to ensure that other 
duties such as receiving the last 
sacraments and saying goodbye to 
loved ones, have been fulfilled.

Such careful attention to pain 
management is of paramount 
importance in end-of-life care and 
supports both the patient and the 
family in a dignified way during 
the dying process.

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Making Sense of Bioethics

Too much morphine?

Father Tad 
Pacholczyk

National Catholic 
Bioethics Center 

This documentary or video was produced 
for the Year of Saint Joseph in 2021 by the 
Knights of Columbus. One can view it on the 
Knights of Columbus’s website. It is almost 
an hour long. It quickly covers a lot of ground 
concerning Saint Joseph and how he can be a 
model or example for men today.

There are several segments to this documen-
tary. The first is an introduc-
tion to Saint Joseph and his 
part in history. Saint Joseph 
has many titles, some of 
which are: guardian of God’s 
own Son, spiritual father, fa-
ther of the Church, scourge of 
demons and others. Blessed 
Pope Pius IX declared Saint 
Joseph as the patron of the 
Universal Church. 

The video includes commentary from vari-
ous theologians like Tim Gray, Mike Aquilina 
and Bishop James Wall of Gallup, N.M. Father 
Donald Calloway’s book “Consecration to Saint 
Joseph” (2019) is recommended to those who 
want to consecrate themselves to Saint Joseph. 
(I did a review on this book some time ago.) The 
film features Knights who are students at the 
University of Notre Dame.

The next section is about Saint Andre Bes-
sette of Canada who was a promoter of devo-
tion to Saint Joseph and who had Saint Jo-
seph’s Oratory built near Montreal. 

Many miracles have occurred there through 
Saint Joseph’s intercession. The Oratory is 

the largest church dedicated to Saint Joseph. 
This is followed by why Saint Joseph being of 
the royal house of David is important. Legally, 
Jesus is of the House of David because of Saint 
Joseph even though Saint Joseph is not his fa-
ther. There is a tradition that says the Blessed 
Virgin Mary also is of the House of David.

The video moves onto the Ortega family to 
show how devotion to Saint Joseph can help 
husbands by reflecting on his example. This is 
followed by a history lesson concerning King 

Herod the Great and 
his fear of a Messiah 
and how this caused 
Saint Joseph to take 
Mary and Jesus to 
Egypt. 

The age of Saint 
Joseph was discussed; 
some say he was an 
old man, but an old 
man could not have 

traveled on a long trip to Egypt and survive 
and then later to return to Israel after Herod’s 
death. 

The next segment is about a possible miracle 
that Saint Joseph performed during World War 
II. Many Polish priests were sent to the Nazi 
concentration camp of Dachau. The prisoners 
began a novena for his help to liberate them 
from the Nazis. At the end of the novena the 
U.S. Army liberated the camp. It was discov-
ered later that there were written orders to kill 
all of the prisoners. What a great miracle!

The next section shows that Saint Joseph is 
an example of fatherhood in how men are to 
love their families unconditionally. Next is the 

story of a young man who received a call to the 
priesthood and how Saint Joseph’s fatherhood 
is an example for him. The next segment is 
about a man who is a consecrated layman who 
finds Saint Joseph as his model for his life. 
Saint Joseph is an example as to what a man 
should be.

The documentary moves on to how Venera-
ble Pope Pius XII created the feast day of Saint 
Joseph the Worker (May 1) in 1955 to combat 
the communist’s view of work. The pope want-
ed to emphasize the value of work and human 
dignity with the example of Saint Joseph who 
was a carpenter.  

This is followed by another miracle tradition-
ally attributed to Saint Joseph – that of the 
miraculous circular staircase in the Loretto 
Chapel in Santa Fe, N.M. The nuns were pray-
ing a novena for help with building the stair-
case. At the end of the novena, a man showed 
up who said he could build it. No one knows 
where the wood for the staircase came from 
and how it was built defies science. I have seen 
it twice and it is a wonder to behold. The nuns 
suspected the man was Saint Joseph. 

The documentary concludes with the story 
about Pope Francis’s statue of a sleeping Saint 
Joseph on his desk. He is the first pope to have 
declared a year devoted to Saint Joseph. 

This documentary is highly recommended to 
all to learn about and be inspired by Saint Jo-
seph the patron of the Universal Church. This 
is my first review of a documentary, so please 
excuse any mistakes I may have made. 

Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B., Saint Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Review: “Saint Joseph: Our spiritual father” 
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

El camino de la paz

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Recientemente, los trabajadores del 
santuario plantaron los robles Over-
cup. Cincuenta y cuatro árboles han 
sido plantados en el área de “la  faja 
estrecha” del sitio, y serán trasladados 
a los bosques en la esquina del zócalo 
en el otoño. A medida que se acer-
que la finalización del santuario, se 
realizarán más trabajos de jardinería 
alrededor del santuario y en el Cerro 
Tepeyac.

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

Por varias semanas, las naciones del mun-
do han sido testigos del creciente sentimien-
to de terror y desesperanza que ha traído un 
sufrimiento indescriptible sobre la nación 
soberana de Ucrania, por la no provocada 
invasión rusa. 

El bombardeo, la muerte y la destruc-
ción continúan aun a pesar de las duras 
sanciones económicas. El número de 
personas desplazadas en Ucrania y los 
millones que han huido como refugiados, 
están alcanzando un nivel nunca antes 
visto desde la Segunda Guerra Mundial. 

Aun cuando las medidas diplomáticas, 
las sanciones y la asistencia humanitaria 
son respuestas necesarias, tenemos tam-
bién como cristianos otros recursos espir-
ituales que debemos usar para promover 
la causa de la paz. 

Durante este tiempo de Cuaresma, les 
pido que seamos más intencionales en 
nuestros esfuerzos de oración, ayuno y 
obras de misericordia, para que podamos 
abrazar una solidaridad más significati-
va con nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
sufriendo en Ucrania. 

Podemos ofrecer nuestro ayuno por 
ellos. Podemos rezar el rosario por la paz. 
Podemos contribuir económicamente a 
los fondos de apoyo que se han creado 
para ayudar a los desplazados y refugia-
dos, tanto dentro de Ucrania como en 
cualquier otro lugar del mundo al que 
han sido forzados a huir buscando su 
seguridad. Pidamos también por la con-
versión de Vladimir Putin y sus conseje-
ros. 

Estoy agradecido con el Papa Francisco 
por anunciar su intención de consagrar 
a Rusia y Ucrania al Inmaculado Cora-
zón de María durante le solemnidad de 

la Anunciación del Señor (25 de marzo), y 
pedirles a los obispos del mundo que hagan 
lo mismo, realizando este acto solemne de 
consagración. 

En 1917, Nuestra Señora se apareció a tres 

niños pastores en 
Fátima, Portugal, 
y les pidió que 
hicieran oración y 
penitencia por el 

fin de la Pri-
mera Guerra 
Mundial, y 
así proteger 
al mundo de los efectos de la revolu-
ción sin Dios que estaba sucediendo 
en Rusia y que buscaba esparcir por el 
resto del mundo un reino de comunis-
mo ateo.   

La Virgen les pidió a los niños que 
rezaran el Rosario, que rezaran por la 
conversión de Rusia y les pidió tam-
bién que consagraran a Rusia a su 
Inmaculado Corazón. Les advirtió que, 
si su solicitud no se cumplía, vendría 
otra guerra aun más terrible. Ese fue 
el camino de la paz que la Virgen María 
nos presentó a principios del siglo XX. 

Al comenzar la tercera década del 
siglo XXI, debemos reconocer que 
podríamos estar frente a otra inimag-
inable guerra mundial. Las armas y las 
sanciones no son el camino duradero 
de Dios en busca de la paz. La oración, 
la penitencia y las obras de misericor-
dia son el arsenal que debemos usar. 

El viernes 25 de marzo, me uniré 
al Papa Francisco y a todos los obis-
pos del mundo, consagrando a Rusia 
y a Ucrania al Inmaculado Corazón 
de María. En comunión con el Papa 
Francisco, invito a todos los sacerdotes 
y fieles laicos a unirse conmigo en 
oración por la paz y la consagración de 
estas naciones al Inmaculado Corazón 
de María, nuestra madre.  

El Papa Francisco 
invita a toda la Igle-
sia a caminar junta 
participando en la 
fase arquidiocesana 
del próximo sínodo 
llamado “Por una 
Iglesia sinodal: 
Comunión, Partici-
pación y Misión”. El 
Arzobispo Coakley 
y los sacerdotes 
de la arquidiócesis 
organizarán sesiones de discernimiento sinodal en 
toda la diócesis para escuchar ideas, pensamientos 
y perspectivas para el futuro de la Iglesia en Okla-
homa. La próxima sesión en español será el 29 de 
marzo en el Centro Pastoral Católico. Encuentre 
más información y un horario completo en archokc.
org/synod-spanish.

Sesiones de discernimiento sinodal

“Oh María, Madre de Dios y Madre nuestra, 
nosotros, en esta hora de tribulación, recurrimos 
a ti. Tú eres nuestra Madre, nos amas y nos con-
oces, nada de lo que nos preocupa se te oculta. 
Madre de misericordia, muchas veces hemos ex-
perimentado tu ternura providente, tu presencia 
que nos devuelve la paz, porque tú siempre nos 
llevas a Jesús, Príncipe de la paz.

Nosotros hemos perdido la senda de la paz. He-
mos olvidado la lección de las tragedias del siglo 
pasado, el sacrificio de millones de caídos en las 
guerras mundiales. Hemos desatendido los com-
promisos asumidos como Comunidad de Naciones 
y estamos traicionando los sueños de paz de 
los pueblos y las esperanzas de los jóvenes. Nos 
hemos enfermado de avidez, nos hemos encerra-
do en intereses nacionalistas, nos hemos dejado 
endurecer por la indiferencia y paralizar por el 
egoísmo. Hemos preferido ignorar a Dios, convivir 
con nuestras falsedades, alimentar la agresividad, 
suprimir vidas y acumular armas, olvidándonos 
de que somos custodios de nuestro prójimo y de 
nuestra casa común. Hemos destrozado con la 
guerra el jardín de la tierra, hemos herido con 
el pecado el corazón de nuestro Padre, que nos 
quiere hermanos y hermanas. Nos hemos vuelto 
indiferentes a todos y a todo, menos a nosotros 
mismos. Y con vergüenza decimos: perdónanos, 
Señor.

… Guíanos por sendas de paz. Amén”.

Padre Francisco Acto de Consagración 
al Corazón Inmaculado de María

n Dedicación del santuario de Rother el 4 de noviembre
Únase al arzobispo Coakley, sacerdotes de la arquidióce-

sis, obispos e invitados para la dedicación del Santuario del 
Beato Stanley Rother el viernes 4 de noviembre en la ciudad 
de Oklahoma. La dedicación será la pieza central de una cel-
ebración de una semana y está abierta al público. Encuentre 
más información en archokc.org/shrinededication.

n Dedicación del Cerro Tepeyac en el Santuario el 5 de noviembre
Únase al Arzobispo Coakley, sacerdotes de la arquidiócesis e invitados a 

la dedicación del Cerro Tepeyac en el Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother el 
sábado 5 de noviembre en la ciudad de Oklahoma. La dedicación y la pro-
cesión están abiertas al público e incluirán la bendición de las estatuas de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y San Juan Diego en lo alto del cerro. En-
cuentre más información en archokc.org/shrinededication.

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO – El papa Francisco 
una vez más pidió fin a la guerra en Ucrania 
y dijo que aquellos que invocan a Dios para 
promover o justificar la violencia “profanan su 
nombre”.

“En el nombre de Dios, les pido: ¡detengan 
esta matanza!”, dijo el papa el 13 de marzo al 
final de su discurso del Ángelus dominical.

Con miles de personas reunidas bajo el bril-
lante sol de una primavera romana para rezar 
la oración mariana del mediodía, el papa Fran-
cisco dirigió su atención a Mariúpol, Ucrania, 
una ciudad nombrada en honor a María; ha 
sido sitiado por las tropas rusas durante dos 
semanas.

La ciudad, dijo, “se ha convertido en una ciu-
dad mártir de la desgarradora guerra que está 
devastando Ucrania”.

“Frente a la barbarie de la matanza de niños, 
de personas inocentes y de civiles indefensos, 
no hay razones estratégicas que valgan,” dijo 
el papa. “Ha de cesar la inaceptable agresión 
armada, antes de que reduzca las ciudades a 
cementerios”.

“Con dolor en el corazón uno mi voz a la de la 
gente común, que implora el fin de la guerra”, 
dijo. “En el nombre de Dios, escuchen el grito 
de los que sufren, pongan fin a los bombardeos 
y a los ataques”.

Las negociaciones para poner fin a la guerra 
deben comenzar con seriedad, dijo, y los corre-
dores humanitarios acordados para evacuar a 
los civiles y llevar las necesidades básicas a las 
personas en las ciudades sitiadas deben ser 

respetados y seguros.
Con la Agencia de la ONU para los Refugiados 

informando el 13 de marzo que casi 2.7 millones 
de refugiados habían huido de Ucrania desde 
el 24 de febrero, el papa Francisco agradeció 
a todas las personas y agencias de los países 
vecinos que les han dado la bienvenida, y animó 
a continuar con la generosidad.

También pidió a las parroquias católicas y 
órdenes religiosas de todo el mundo “aumentar 
los momentos de oración por la paz”.

“Dios es solo el Dios de la paz, no es el Dios 
de la guerra”, dijo. “Los que apoyan la violencia 
profanan su nombre”.

El papa Francisco dirigió a la gente en la pla-
za, incluidos varios con banderas ucranianas, 
en un momento de oración silenciosa para que 
Dios “convierta los corazones a una firme vol-
untad de paz”.
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Papa pide a obispos del mundo unirse a la 
consagración de Ucrania, Rusia

CIUDAD DEL VAT-
ICANO – El papa 
Francisco ha 
pedido a obispos 
de todo el mundo 
unirse a él en la 

consagración de Ucrania y Rusia 
al Inmaculado Corazón de María 
el próximo 25 de marzo, algo que 
los obispos de todos los continen-
tes comenzaron a anunciar en el 
momento que escucharon lo que 
el Santo Padre había planeado.

“El papa Francisco ha invitado 
a los obispos de todo el mun-

do, junto con sus sacerdotes, a 
unirse a él en la oración por la 
paz y en la consagración y en-
comienda de Rusia y de Ucrania 
al Inmaculado Corazón de María”, 
expresó Matteo Bruni, director de 
la Oficina de Prensa del Vaticano, 
el 18 de marzo.

Tres días antes, el Vaticano 
había anunciado que el Sumo 
Pontífice dirigiría la oración desde 
la Basílica de San Pedro duran-
te un servicio de penitencia de 
Cuaresma y que, el mismo día, 
fiesta de la Anunciación, el carde-
nal Konrad Krajewski, limosnero 
papal, recitaría el acto de consa-
gración en el Santuario de Nues-

tra Señora de Fátima en Portugal.
Cuando María se apareció a 

tres niños pastores en Fátima en 
1917 con un mensaje que an-
imaba a la oración y al arrepen-
timiento, también pidió la consa-
gración de Rusia.

Incluso antes del anuncio del 
Vaticano, los obispos de todo 
el mundo habían anunciado 
servicios especiales en los que 
se unirían al papa Francisco. 
Los obispos de las ciudades de 
América del Norte se unieron a 
los obispos de Nueva Zelanda, 
Filipinas, Rusia, Ucrania, y otros 
países para planificar servicios 
especiales.

Por Catholic News Service 

CNS foto.

Papa Francisco sobre Ucrania: ‘Detengan esta matanza’
Por Cindy Wooden 

Catholic News Service 



Please contact organizers before 
attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Rother shrine dedication Nov. 4
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine on 
Friday, Nov. 4, in Oklahoma City. 
The dedication will be the center-
piece of a week-long celebration 
and is open to the public. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Nov. 5

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests for 
the dedication of Tepeyac Hill at 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, in Oklahoma 
City. The dedication and proces-
sion are open to the public and 
will include blessing of the statues 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
Saint Juan Diego atop the hill. 
Find more information at archokc.
org/shrinededication. 

Synod discernment sessions
Pope Francis invites the whole 

Church to journey together by 
participating in the archdiocesan 
phase of the upcoming synod 
called, “For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and 
Mission.” Archbishop Coakley 
and priests of the archdiocese will 
host synod discernment sessions 
across the diocese to hear ideas, 
thoughts and insight for the fu-
ture of the Church in Oklahoma. 
The next session is March 29 at 
the CPC in Spanish. Find more 
information and a full schedule at 
archokc.org/synod.

Listening Sessions
Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 

Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese 
of Tulsa to provide a forum fo0r 
people to discuss their experiences 
in former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject. 

40 Days for Life
The Spring 40 Days for Life cam-

paign is March 2-April 10. Visit 
40daysforlife.com.

Prayer chain
Fr. Alex Kroll, chaplain of Mount 

St. Mary Catholic High School, 
invites the community to engage 
in a prayer chain for Mount stu-
dents. Register at mountstmary.
org for 30-minute time slots. Peo-
ple may sign up for more than one 
time. The prayer chain will end on 
May 26. 

Lenten Mission Series
Christ the King Catholic Church 

presents a free Lenten Mission 
Series at 7 p.m. March 27-29 at 
8005 Dorset Dr. in Oklahoma 
City. National Catholic radio and 
television personality Ray Guaren-
di will speak. Visit ckokc.org/ 
lenten-speaker to register.

Dodgeball game
In a fundraiser for seminarian 

education, priests will be facing 
off against the young adult sports 
league all-star team in dodge 
ball at 7:30 p.m. March 29 in 
the Bishop John Carroll Catho-
lic School gym, 1100 N.W. 32 in 
Oklahoma City.

Taste of Sacred Heart
The annual Taste of Sacred 

Heart is 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. April 
2 at Denny-Crump Rodeo Arena 
in El Reno. Cost $50, includes 
music, food truck dinner and 
adult beverages. Must be age 21 
or older. The event benefits Sacred 
Heart Catholic School in El Reno. 
Visit  tasteofsacredheart.org. 

OKCR Spring Radiothon
The Oklahoma Catholic Radio 

Spring Radiothon is April 5-6. 
Find a local station or listen online 
at okcr.org.

Scouting, outdoor evangeliza-
tion Mass

Archbishop Coakley will cele-
brate a Mass for scouting and out-
door evangelization at 7 p.m. April 
5 at the Catholic Pastoral Center 
in Oklahoma City. 

Chrism Mass
Archbishop Coakley will cele-

brate the Chrism Mass at 6 p.m. 
April 12 at The Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, 3214 N. 
Lake Ave. in Oklahoma City. 

Golf tournament 
St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church in Norman presents a 
campus ministry golf tournament 
April 18 at The Trails Golf Club, 
3200 S Berry Rd. 
in Norman. Sign 
up at tinyurl.com/
stmgolfplayer. 
Sponsor sign up 
is tinyurl.com/ 
stmgolfsponsor.  

Garden Party 
Luncheon

Willow Preg-
nancy Support is 
hosting the annual 
Garden Party Lun-
cheon to benefit 
the Rose Home at 
Noon April 21 at 
Coles Garden in 
Oklahoma City. 
Fascinators and 
hats encouraged. 
Tickets $40. Spon-
sorship tables 
available. Visit 
willowpregnancy.

org or contact Carrie Rossow at 
(405) 606-8426, crossow@willow-
pregnancy.org

Day of prayer, reflection
The Council of Catholic Women 

Diocese of Tulsa will host a day of 
prayer and reflection “Whispers 
of God’s Love” 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
April 23 at St. Benedict Catho-
lic Church, 2200 W. Ithica St. 
in Broken Arrow. Speakers are 
Kelly Nieto, Kathy Beckham and 
Nancy Trujillo. Cost $50, includes 
continental breakfast and lunch. 
Contact mbisett@att.net; send 
check payable to CCW Tulsa, to 
Carolyn Naumann, 4117 East 64 
St., Tulsa, OK 74136. 

A Day of Silence 
On April 30 spend a day in si-

lence in the peaceful environment 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Par-
ticipants will be guided through 
the day in a reflection on selected 
texts related to Easter. Attendees 
must pre-register by e-mailing re-
treats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Retrouvaille
The next Retrouvaille weekend is 

May 6-8. Retrouvaille is a Catho-
lic ministry to heal hurting mar-
riages. Contact (405) 443-3541, 
2034@retrouvaille.org or visit 
helpourmarriage.org.

Gift of Love Gala
The Center of Family Love and 

Oklahoma Knights of Columbus 
will host the annual Gift of Love 
Gala on June 4 at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. Visit 
cflinc.org/gala or call (405) 263-
4658, Ext. 1009.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Blessed are 

the Meek and Courageous Chris-
tian,” presented by Br. Peter 
Shults, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. - 3 
p.m. June 25 at St. Gregory’s 

Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Masks 
are recommended, but not re-
quired. Attendees must pre-reg-
ister by e-mailing retreats@
monksok.org or call (405) 878-
5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or $35 at 
the door. Lunch included.

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School 
Alumni Association is planning an 
all-school reunion for anyone who 
attended St. Anthony School from 
1917 to 1970. The reunion will be 
held at 1 p.m. July 16 at the St. 
Anthony Activity Center (former 
St. Anthony School/gym). Din-
ner reservations, $20 per person. 
Deadline June 15. Contact Larry 
Biddle at certplus@hotmail.com, 
(918) 756-1792.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Hearken 

Continually: A Primer on Discern-
ment of God’s Will,” presented by 
Alex Schimpf is 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
July 23 at St. Gregory’s Abbey, 
1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
Limited seating. Masks are recom-
mended, but not required. Attend-
ees must pre-register by e-mailing 
retreats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

Ignatian Year Spirituality   
Conference 

The Ignatian Year Spirituality 
Conference, “See All Things New in 
Christ,” is July 29-31 at Marriott 
Dallas/Fort Worth Westlake. For 
more information and to register, 
visit ignatianinstitute.org or call 
(940) 268-8788.

Craft fair
St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic 

Chruch Ladies Auxiliary in Nor-
man is preparing for their annual 
craft fair on Nov.12 and is looking 
for vendors. Crafters and artisans 
interested in reserving a booth 
should contact Teri O’Dell at (405) 
250-2471.
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March 

27   Fourth Sunday of Lent.

27   Lenten Mission Series, 7 p.m. 
       March 27-29, Christ the King 
       Catholic Church, 8005 Dorset 
       Dr., OKC. Visit ckokc.org/
       lenten-speaker.

27   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m. at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. 
       Contact Connie Lang, (405) 
       249-1041, potato.lang@gmail.
       com.

29   Dodgeball game 7:30 p.m. 
       at Bishop John Carroll 
       Catholic School gym, 1100 
       N.W. 32, OKC. Priests v. 
       young adult sports league all-
       star team. Proceeds benefit 
       seminarian education. 

31   Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic 
       Pastoral Center. Contact 
       Elaine, (405) 314-5345, 
       ccrprayers@gmail.com.

April

1     First Friday Adoration, Noon 
       - 3 p.m., Catholic Pastoral 
       Center, 7501 Northwest 
       Expressway, OKC.

1     First Friday Sacred Heart 
       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral          
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        Center. Exposition of the 
        Blessed Sacrament 5:30 p.m.; 
        reconciliation prior to 7 p.m. 
        Mass. Call (405) 721-8944, 
        (405) 528-6252.

2      Feast of St. Francis of Paola.

2      Lay Missionaries of Charity 
        provides an explanation 
        through prayer and the 
        charism of St. Teresa of 
        Calcutta. Meeting on the 
        first Saturday of the month 
        at St. Ann for Holy Mass at 
        9:30 a.m., adoration and the 
        Rosary. On the third Satur
        day of the month the meeting 
        is at Holy Innocents’ confer-
        ence room. Contact Toni 
        Harrelson at (405) 341-2199, 
        (405) 694-1291.

2      Taste of Sacred Heart, 5:30 
        p.m. – 8 p.m., Denny-Crump 
        Rodeo Arena in El Reno. Cost 
        $50. Must be age 21 or older. 
        Proceeds benefit Sacred Heart 
        Catholic School, El Reno. 
        Visit tasteofsacredheart.org.

3      Fifth Sunday of Lent.

3      St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
        Franciscan Fraternity of 
        Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
        - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
        (316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
        net.

3      Meeting of the Third Order 

       (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
       p.m., St. Monica, Edmond (St. 
       Ambrose Building) in room 
       No. 105, for any Catholic lay-
       person drawn to religious life. 
       Call John or Mary McClernon, 
       (405) 313-6611, (405) 414-
        9407.

3     Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m. at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 Alameda 
       St., Norman. Contact 
       Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
       potato.lang@gmail.com.

4     Feast of St. Isidore.

5     Feast of St. Vincent Ferrer.

5     Oklahoma Catholic Radio 
       Spring Radiothon April 5-6. 
       Visit okcr.org.

7     Feast of St. John Baptist de 
       la Salle.

7     Charismatic Catholic prayer 
       meeting, 7 p.m., Catholic Pas-
       toral Center. Contact Elaine, 
       (405) 314-5345, ccrprayers@
       gmail.com.



We pray it is a summer in which many souls 
are set on fire with the love of God and cannot 
help but go out and share that love with oth-
ers,” Rae Biesiada said.

At camp, she said, students learn about their 
Catholic faith and gain friendships centered 
around Christ. They encounter God in power-
ful prayer experiences and find joy in adven-
ture. In addition to students attending summer 
camp, families also can join the camp and grow 
in faith as a family, and they are involved in an 
array of activities. 

“Camp is a place where families can come 
together to go to Mass, to pray and to do things 
outside they may not typically get to do. We 
hope at camp families are able to encounter 
the love of the Trinity, imitate that love in their 
families and bring that love to the world,” she 
said.

Some of the most popular activities at camp 

are archery, canoeing, campfire, smores, Mass, 
adoration, and arts and crafts, she added. 

To run an effective 
Catholic summer 
camp, the camp staff 
have to be enthusias-
tic, positive and have 
a love for the outdoors 
and for God.

“When hiring camp 
staff, we look for peo-
ple readily living their 
Catholic faith and 
desire to go deeper. 
We want our staff to 
come to camp with a 
heart ready to serve 
and prepared to live 
the costly life of disci-
pleship. And, of course, 
we look for people who love to work with kids 
of all ages and are up for an adventure!” 

The Biesiadas met at Camp OLOG.
“Chet and I met at camp the summer of 

2015. The camp was where we became friends. 
We were both silly counselors who loved camp 

and wanted to grow in 
our relationship with 
Jesus. As we grew 
in our friendship, we 
discovered we had the 
same goal, sanctity. 
This common goal led to 
deeper friendship and 
eventually to marriage. 
Now, we are striving to 
live out discipleship in 
our marriage and with 
our 9-month-old daugh-
ter, Iva,” Rae Biesiada 
said.

For more information, 
visit archokc.org/camp 

or contact Chet Biesiada at cbiesiada@archokc.
org.

Jolene Schonchin is a freelance writer for the 
Sooner Catholic.

Sooner Catholic20   March 27, 2022 

continued from page 1

Photo Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic.

OLOG summer camp staff
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Youth Camp is hiring multiple positions for the 2022 summer camp season. Be a part of the leadership 

team, mission team, a counselor or a “SWAT” (Servant with a Task). Mission and leadership team applicants must be age 21 or older. Counsel-
or and SWAT applicants must be at least age 16. Apply at archokc.org/camp.


