
On April 5 and 6, Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio listeners had the 
opportunity to hear stories from 
other Oklahomans about how 
Catholic radio changed their 
lives. 

As part of the Spring Radio-
thon to raise funds for the lis-
tener-supported Catholic Radio 
network in Oklahoma, several 
priests and other spe-
cial guests were 
live on the 
air to talk 
about how 
Catholic 
radio has 
enriched 
their 
faith. 

One of 
the on-
air guests 
was Fa-
ther Joseph 
Irwin, who 
summed up 
the purpose and 
importance of the ra-
diothon this way, “In my opinion, 
Catholic radio is among some of 
the most effective tools we have 
for evangelization and encoun-
tering the truth of our Catholic 
faith. It is essential for us to 
support and keep Catholic radio 
on the air.”

Since 2006, 
co-founders Jeff 

Finnell and Dea-
con Larry Sousa have 

worked to bring Catholic 
radio programming to the 

Sooner State. There are cur-
rently 12 Catholic radio stations 
in Oklahoma, two of which are 
Spanish speaking. Catholic Radio 
is a unique tool in that it can 
educate Catholics about their 
faith and evangelize non-Catho-
lics at the same time, and it can 

do so 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.    

“My wife Kathy and I have 
learned so much about our faith 
from listening to Catholic radio,” 
Finnell said. 

“We are both cradle Catholics 
who went through 12 years of 
Catholic education, and when 
we graduated high school, we 
thought we knew our faith. It 
wasn’t until we started listening 

In November, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops called for a Nation-
al Eucharistic Revival in every U.S. 
diocese to renew the Church by rekin-
dling a living relationship with Jesus 

in the Holy Eucharist. 
The revival launches in the Archdiocese of 

Oklahoma City on June 19 with a two-mile 
Eucharistic procession to The Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help on the Feast of 
Corpus Christi. The procession will be the 
first event in a three-year phase that will cul-
minate in a national eucharistic revival event 
in Indianapolis. It will be the first National 
Eucharistic Congress in the United States in 
nearly 50 years.

Father Zachary Boazman will lead archdi-
ocesan efforts.

“The Eucharist is the source and summit of 
our Catholic faith. The better we understand 
the Eucharist’s role in Christian spirituality, 
the better we will be able to love Christ pres-
ent in the Eucharist,” Father Boazman said. 

The revival is intended to be more than a 
series of events. It aims to be a movement 
that invites a transformation of hearts and 
lives of believers.

The first year will get underway at the par-
ish and diocesan levels with initiatives such 
as eucharistic adoration and processions, the 
development of parish teams of revival lead-
ers and conferences on the Eucharist.

The following year there will be regional 
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Go Make Disciples

Eucharistic revival launches in archdiocese 
with Corpus Christi procession

By Diane Clay 
The Sooner Catholic

Spring Radiothon makes waves
By Debi Wagner 

The Sooner Catholic

continued on page 9

continued on page 13

Archbishop Coakley ordained Robert 
Miller to the transitional diaconate on 
April 9 at The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City. 
Photo Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.

See more photos on p. 7

Archbishop Coakley and Carly Akard, communications di-
rector for Catholic Charities, participated in the Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio Spring Radiothon April 5-6. Photos Avery 
Holt/Sooner Catholic.
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By Sooner Catholic Staff

Additional coverage of 
Church and archdiocesan 
news and events, only on 
soonercatholic.org.

a To send photos, event 
information or story ideas, 
e-mail communications@
archokc.org.

a For the youth who are 
receiving the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and First Com-
munion this year. May they 
always be open to the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit and be 
witnesses of Christ’s love.

a Craft fair - Norman
St. Mark the Evangelist Cath-
olic Church Ladies Auxiliary 
in Norman is preparing for 
their annual craft fair on 
Nov. 12 and is looking for 
vendors. Crafters and arti-
sans interested in reserving 
a booth should contact Teri 
O’Dell at (405) 250-2471.

a Craft Fair - Mustang
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
in Mustang is now reserving 
vendor tables for the annual 
Altar Society Craft Fair from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 
12. Crafted and handmade 
items are highly encouraged. 
Contact Karen Lally for forms 
and more information at 
Klally50@gmail.com or (405) 
488-8365.

Find more 
news on the 

website

Archbishop Coakley’s Calendar
The following events are part of Archbishop Coakley’s official calendar.

Put Out Into the Deep
Luke 5:4

“May is Mary’s month, and I muse at that and 
wonder why.” So begins Gerard Manley Hop-
kins’ poem, “The May Magnificat.” It is good for 
us to wonder also. May crownings, Mother’s Day, 
the Feast of the Visitation and the abundance of 
springtime growth all provide good reasons for 
Mary’s special association with this beautiful time 
of year. 

During the month of May, all creation is burst-
ing with beauty and new life. Perhaps here is the 
reason that Mary is associated with this season of 
abundance. Nature’s bounty during the month of 
May reflects the continuing fruitfulness of Mary’s 
virginal womb in the life of the Church and in her 
spiritual children. 

Since as early as the 2nd century, Mary has been 
called the New Eve, a name that means “mother of 
the living.” Mary truly is more worthy of this name 
than the first 
Eve, since in 
giving birth to 
Jesus, Mary 
gave birth to 
Life itself. The 
first Eve be-
stowed upon 
her children 
only the curse of sin and death.

We have received a share in this New Life through 
Mary, and through the Church of which she is the 
image and model. Moved by the stirring of grace 
within us, we Christians turn to Mary with the 
spontaneity of children turning to their mother for 
nurture, for comfort, for help in time of need. For 
us, who are her children, she is indeed, as the cen-
turies-old Marian hymn says, “our life, our sweet-
ness and our hope.”

Mary’s most important motherly role in our lives 
is to assist the Holy Spirit in bringing us to the full 
maturity of Christ. Gently, yet without fail, Mary 
leads us to Jesus. As she instructed the wine stew-
ards at Cana, so she directs us, “Do whatever he 
tells you” (Jn. 2:5).  

From beginning to end, the sinless Virgin Mary 
remained totally cooperative with the working of 
God’s grace in her life. Her listening heart always 

was ready to respond 
with the obedience of 
faith. She was always 
poised to do God’s will. 
It was never about her. 
As she exclaimed to her 
cousin Elizabeth, “The 
Almighty has done great 
things for me, and holy 
is his name” (Lk. 1:49). 

In 1965, Saint Paul VI published an encyclical 
letter, “On the Month of May,” in which he wrote as 
an encouragement to the faithful, “throughout this 
month of May, let us offer our pleas to the Mother 
of God with greater devotion and confidence, so 
that we may obtain her favor and her blessing.” 

May, Mary’s month, offers an opportunity for 
renewing or discovering some of the rich Marian 

devotions that the 
Church has of-
fered us through 
the centuries. For 
example, we can 
pray the Rosary 
daily during May so 
that by pondering 
the mysteries of 

redemption with Mary we might be more perfectly 
conformed to her divine Son. We can pray the sim-
ple yet beautiful prayer of the Angelus daily, which 
recalls and invites our reflection on the mystery 
of the Incarnation through Mary’s consent to the 
Archangel Gabriel. 

The beauty of this devotion is that it helps us 
punctuate our day with prayer. There are many 
wonderful ways to honor Mary by developing sound 
devotional practices and imitating her virtues.

May is a time of extraordinary abundance. Abun-
dance flows in God’s path. Mary teaches us that in 
order to be filled with God’s abundant life we must 
first empty ourselves of all that is not of God. She 
teaches us to make room for God. 

Mary not only is the Mother of God, but the first 
disciple of the child she conceived in her virginal 
womb: “I am the servant of the Lord, let it be done 
to me according to your word” (Lk. 1:38).

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

Mary and the month of May

O God, 
who willed that through 

the paschal mysteries the 
gates of mercy should stand 
open for your faithful, look 

upon us and have mercy, that 
as we follow the way you desire 

for us, so may we never stray 
from the paths of life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

@archokc

Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City

Arquidiócesis de 
Oklahoma City

April 24 – Confirmation, 3 p.m., St. Francis Xavier (with St. Gregory), Enid
April 26 – Archdiocesan Building Committee meeting, 9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral Center
April 26 – Mass, 11:30 a.m., St. Francis de Sales Chapel, CPC 
April 26 – Archdiocesan Finance Council meeting, 2 p.m., CPC 
April 26 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Damien of Molokai, Edmond
April 27 – Confirmation, 6 p.m., St. Ann, Elgin
April 28 – MSM Corporation meeting, 9 a.m., Mount St. Mary Catholic High School, OKC 
April 28 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Philip Neri, Midwest City
April 29 – Confirmation, St. Catherine of Siena, Pauls Valley
April 30 – Confirmation, St. Teresa of Avila, 5:30 p.m., Harrah
May 1 – Confirmation, St. Matthew, 10:30 a.m., Elk City
May 3 – USCCB International Justice and Peace Committee virtual meeting, 10 a.m.
May 4 – USCCB Committee on Domestic Justice and Development virtual meeting, 10 a.m.
May 4 – Confirmation, 6:30 p.m., Holy Family, Lawton
May 5 – Assembly of Catholic Professionals luncheon, 11 a.m., Downtown Petroleum Club, OKC 
May 5 – Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma Board of Directors meeting, 3 p.m., CPC 
May 5 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Mary, Guthrie
May 6 – Confirmation, 7 p.m., St. Benedict, Shawnee
May 7 – Confirmation, 5 p.m., St. Robert Bellarmine, Jones
May 8 – Confirmation, 10 a.m., Sacred Heart, Alva

“May, Mary’s month, offers an opportunity for renewing 

or discovering some of the rich Marian devotions that the 

Church has offered us through the centuries.”
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Bishops sign letter warning that Germany’s 
“Synodal Path” could lead to schism

To clarify some people’s ques-
tions about the “big hill” at the 
northwest corner of the shrine 
campus, it is a replica of the Te-
peyac Hill in Mexico where Our 
Lady of Guadalupe appeared to 
Saint Juan Diego and asked him 
to go to the bishop and demand 
that a church be built on Tepeyac 
Hill. On top of the shrine’s Tepeyac 
Hill will be a statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and a statue of Saint 
Juan Diego. Pilgrims will be able 
to walk to the top of the hill, pray 
the rosary and enjoy the beautiful 
scenery. Crews have begun plant-
ing a variety of trees on the hill 
and the plan is to beautify the hill 
by adding rose bushes and plants.

Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for 
us!

Rother shrine update

More than 70 bishops from around the world, 
including Archbishop Coakley, have released 
a “fraternal open letter” to Germany’s bishops 
warning that sweeping changes to Church 
teaching advocated by the ongoing process 
known as the “Synodal Path” may lead to 
schism.

The letter expresses “our growing concern 
about the nature of the entire German ‘Synod-
al Path,’” which the signatories say has led to 
confusion about Church teaching and appears 
focused more on man’s will than God’s.

“Failing to listen to the Holy Spirit and the 
Gospel, the Synodal Path’s actions undermine 
the credibility of Church authority, including 
that of Pope Francis; Christian anthropolo-
gy and sexual morality; and the reliability of 
Scripture,” the letter states.

“While they display a patina of religious ideas 
and vocabulary, the German Synodal Path 
documents seem largely inspired not by Scrip-
ture and Tradition — which, for the Second 
Vatican Council, are ‘a single sacred deposit of 
the Word of God’ — but by sociological analysis 
and contemporary political, including gender, 
ideologies,” the letter continues.

“They look at the Church and her mission 
through the lens of the world rather than 
through the lens of the truths revealed in 
Scripture and the Church’s authoritative Tra-
dition.”

The letter was released Tuesday. Its initial 
signatories included 48 bishops from the Unit-
ed States. Another 19 are from Africa, 14 of 
whom are from Tanzania. The letter’s organiz-
ers provided an e-mail address — episcopimun-
di2022@gmail.com — that other bishops can 
use to add their names to the document.

Those lending their names to the document 
include such well-known prelates as Cardinal 
Raymond Burke, Cardinal George Pell, Arch-
bishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco 
and Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver.

Archbishop Coakley issued the following 
statement, “As bishops we have responsibility 
not only for our own dioceses but for the uni-
versal Church. It is our responsibility to pre-
serve the deposit of faith and help the Catholic 
faithful resist the temptation and confusion 

often promoted by secular society. As we pre-
pare to celebrate Easter and the glorious Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, we remember that 
his death on the cross was not to accommodate 
this world, but to redeem it and prepare us for 
the gift of everlasting life at his heavenly ban-
quet. Let us pray for bishops of all nations that 
they remain true to their pastoral calling to 
teach the truth with love and to lead all souls 
to heaven.”

Aquila released his own 15-page commentary 
in May on the Synodal Path’s first text, say-
ing it puts forward “untenable” proposals for 
changes to Church teaching.

“The German bishops are sowing confusion 
for the entire Church and this should worry 
every bishop,” he said in a statement regarding 
the bishops’ letter.

Another prelate who signed the letter, Bishop 
Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, Ill., released 
the following statement: “The German Synodal 
Way has strayed far from the path of authentic 
synodality and has placed itself in opposition to 
the truths of our Catholic faith as taught over 
the centuries from Scripture and Tradition. In 
fraternal correction and in union with bishops 
from around the world, I encourage the bish-
ops of Germany to return to the true deposit of 
faith as handed on to us by Jesus Christ.”

The president of Poland’s Catholic bishops’ 
conference and the Nordic bishops have ex-
pressed similar concerns. The latter group 
issued an open letter cautioning against what 
it called a “capitulation to the Zeitgeist” and an 
“impoverishment of the content of our faith.”

God’s revealed truth doesn’t change
The Synodal Way is a controversial multi-

year process bringing together Germany’s bish-
ops and laypeople to discuss the way power is 
exercised in the Church, sexual morality, the 
priesthood and the role of women.

The Synodal Assembly consists of the bish-
ops, 69 members of the powerful lay Central 
Committee of German Catholics (ZdK), and 
representatives of other parts of the German 
Church.

In February, the assembly voted in favor 
of draft texts calling for same-sex blessings 
and changes to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church on homosexuality.

More recently, in an interview published on 
March 31, German Cardinal Reinhard Marx as-

serted that the Catechism’s teaching on homo-
sexuality is “not set in stone” and “one is also 
allowed to doubt what it says.”

The 859-word letter doesn’t cite any specific 
changes to Church teaching called for so far.

Instead, it broadly criticizes the Synodal 
Path’s approach and the content of its draft 
documents. “A telling flaw” about these texts, 
the letter argues, is that rather than expressing 
the “joy of the Gospel,” they bear the “obses-
sively critical, and inward-looking” marks of a 
bureaucratic process chiefly focused on some-
thing other than the salvation of souls.

“In its effect,” the letter observes, “the Synod-
al Path displays more submission and obedi-
ence to the world and ideologies than to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior.”

Noting that authentic freedom is not the 
same as “autonomy,” and that one’s conscience 
does not determine truth, the letter argues that 
the Synodal Path has veered from the reality 
that a “properly formed Christian conscience 
remains subject to the truth about human na-
ture and the norms of righteous living revealed 
by God and taught by Christ’s Church.”

The letter states, “Jesus is the truth, who 
sets us free (Jn 9).”

In the same vein, regarding questions about 
the governance of the institutional Church, the 
letter urges the German bishops to remember 
that “(t)he reform of structures is not at all the 
same thing as the conversion of hearts.”

While acknowledging that the “impulse” to re-
form and renew the Church “is admirable and 
should never be feared,” the letter notes that 
“Christian history is littered with well-intended 
efforts that lost their grounding in the Word of 
God, in a faithful encounter with Jesus Christ, 
in a true listening to the Holy Spirit, and in the 
submission of our wills to the will of the Fa-
ther.”

“Because they failed to heed the words of 
Jesus, ‘Apart from me you can do nothing’ (Jn 
15: 5), they were fruitless and damaged both 
the unity and the evangelical vitality of the 
Church,” the letter says.

“Germany’s Synodal Path risks leading to 
precisely such a dead end.”

Diane Clay, editor of the Sooner Catholic, con-
tributed to this report.

By Catholic News Agency
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From the Archives …

ARCHDIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA CITY ARCHIVES

The Church in Okla-
homa grew by leaps 
and bounds due to the 

increasing immigrant popula-
tion and their Catholic roots. 
Since the entire state made up 
the Diocese of Oklahoma (until 
February 1973), it is fitting 
that the contributions to that 
growth in the coal mines of 
southeastern Oklahoma be 
examined. Italians, Poles, Rus-
sians and the Irish were the 
most plentiful ethnic groups.

As the Katy railroad was 
completed in the eastern part 
of what would be the State of 
Oklahoma, coal, the life blood 
of a railroad, was discovered 
near McAlester. Part of the 
Choctaw Nation, an agreement 
was reached with the tribe to 
begin to mine the coal. Figures 
of the day (the mid-1880s) es-
timate that 500,000 tons per 
annum were being removed 
from the earth. 

The towns of McAlester, 
Krebs, Lehigh, Savannah and 
Hartshorne expanded rapid-
ly. The Benedictines of Sacred 
Heart Abbey saw the need to 
provide for the faithful in those 
towns and Lehigh converted 
a schoolhouse into Our Lady 
of Good Counsel in 1884. By 
1886, North McAlester, Krebs 
and Savannah had church 
buildings.

Krebs was predominantly Ital-
ian and still maintains a con-
nection with its roots as numer-
ous Italian restaurants dot the 
landscape as well as Lovera’s 
Italian grocery. By 1888, about 

4,000 (today it is about 
2,000) people lived 
in the town and the 
school had more 

than 300 children. 
The parish still exists, and 

the church built in 1903 is the 
oldest in the Diocese of Tulsa.

Savannah and Lehigh no lon-
ger have Catholic churches and 
North McAlester merged with 
Krebs. A church was built in 
McAlester proper in 1895. 

The first Catholic priest to 
visit Hartshorne was Father 
Bernard Murphy (later abbot 
of Sacred Heart) in 1890. The 
Benedictine presence continued 
until the arrival of the Carmel-
ites in 1916. They headquar-
tered in Hartshorne early in 
their Oklahoma experience.

These immigrant communi-
ties stretched the limits of the 
clergy and presented numerous 
challenges. Due to the arduous 
nature of the work, the lifestyle 
could be rough and tumble and 

for a time they could be law-
less. The Church was present 
to smooth some of the jagged 
edges and offer the sacraments 
as well as structure and organi-
zation.

Serving as a priest could be 
trying in this environment and 
it often required courage as 
Italian anarchists were none too 
fond of the Catholic Church. 
Eventually, civilization pre-
vailed, and some towns thrived 
while others dwindled when the 
demand for coal diminished.

What is certain, however, is 
that the primary apostolate of 
being missionaries to the Amer-
ican Indian shifted dramatically 
to serving a growing immigrant 
population and thus changed 
the face of the Church in Okla-
homa.

A photo series from George Rigazzi, archdiocesan archivist

(Left to right) Italian miners Joe Luciano, Dominic Clemente, Donato 
Rigazzi, Eli Gizzi and Angelo Centello relaxed on a Sunday while imbibing 
in homemade Choc beer. Hartshorne, circa 1915.

Archbishop Coakley and Fr. Kelly 
Edwards celebrated the Scouting 
Mass on April 5 at the St. Francis de 
Sales Chapel at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center in Oklahoma City. Photos Fran 
Kozakowski/Sooner Catholic.

S
pirit, mind and body – the commit-
ment to the education of the whole 
person is one of the facets of Cath-
olic education. In the Archdiocese 
of Oklahoma City, Catholic schools’ 

emphasis on academic excellence is rivaled 
only by their emphasis on service.

Serve, appreciate, love and teach has been a 
component of Saint Eugene Catholic School’s 
curriculum since 2018. S.A.L.T. was imple-
mented as a resource to foster an early love for 
service by focusing on a specific, age-appropri-
ate theme throughout the school year. From 
PreK to eighth grade, students study lessons 
related to their theme, culminating in a school-
wide day of service. On April 1, students from 
Saint Eugene spent the day serving the com-
munity.

Caring for living things/God’s creations: 
PreK students spent the day planting flower 
seeds around the school campus and mak-
ing flowerpots for church staff members while 
kindergarteners made donations to animals at 
Martin Park Nature Center.

Caring about education: First graders 
learned about their church’s religious educa-
tion program, created Earth Day posters for 
The Village library and assembled garden gift 
bags.

Caring for the sick: Second graders toured 
Bethany Children’s Health Center and decorat-
ed the sidewalk with messages of encourage-
ment to patients. 

Poverty and homelessness: Third graders 
learned about available programs at The Shar-

ing Tree in Moore and organized products for 
shoppers. 

Ending hunger: Fourth graders visited Cath-
olic Charities to learn about the services they 
provide and assist with food donations.

Caring for older friends: Fifth grade stu-
dents made friends with residents at Saint Ann 
Retirement Center and played bingo.

Respect and ability awareness: Sixth grad-
ers delivered Easter baskets to residents at the 
Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled.

Human and civil rights: Seventh graders 
gathered and delivered clothing for Afghan ref-
ugees their own age and assembled Ramadan 
Mubarak kits with the Oklahoma chapter of 
the Council on American-Islamic Relations.

Supporting veterans and active-duty ser-
vice members: Eighth graders played games 
and chatted with veterans at the Norman Vet-
erans Center.

Kim Hattaway, a Saint Eugene parent and 
employee, described S.A.L.T. as the underpin-
ning of a Catholic education. 

“I love that we focus on this all year long; it’s 
not just a one-day event,” Hattaway said. 

Guest speakers and smaller projects are 
typical in the months leading up to the day of 
service. Guest speakers from The Spero Project 
visited with seventh graders to talk about refu-

gees in Oklahoma. 
“The students aren’t just 

learning about doing good 
works, they are getting out 
there to serve,” she said. 

Brigitte Silvernail and Colleen 
de Keratry serve together as 
S.A.L.T. co-chairwomen. The 
idea came to fruition after de 
Keratry learned about a similar 

program in Chicago. 
“The idea is to educate students about the 

theme, provide opportunities for them to take 
action and encourage prayer and reflection,” 
Silvernail stated. “It’s a concrete way for stu-
dents to demonstrate love for their neighbor, 
and see how their faith relates to serving oth-

ers, so 
they carry 
it forward the rest of their lives.”

Student Laurenne Ouedraogo said, “We went 
to Saint Ann to play bingo with the seniors. At 
first, I was nervous, but then I found it fun, 
even though I didn’t win. In the end, I didn’t 
want to leave.” 

In addition to learning about their specific 
theme, students at each grade level researched 
a saint that is relevant to the theme. Through-
out the year, students shared their knowledge 
with their peers by presenting the information 
to the school.

Silvernail and de Keratry noted that S.A.L.T. 
provides intentional opportunities for students 
– and their parents – to be active in the com-
munity. 

Susan Ison, faith formation facilitator at 
Saint Eugene, explained 
that for students, anoth-
er important aspect of 
S.A.L.T. is ownership. 

“Students are involved 
in the planning process 
of their service projects, 
they brainstorm to figure 
out how they can help 
and what they can do, 
including researching 
organizations,” Ison said. 
“Our hope is that when 

they leave here to 
go to high school, 
they see the im-
portance of service 
and carry it with 
them.”

For more infor-
mation, visit   
steugeneschool.
org/salt-csse.

Sally Linhart is a 
freelance writer for 
the Sooner Catholic.
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St. Eugene students serve community 
during Lent

By Sally Linhart 
The Sooner Catholic

Students and staff from St. Eugene Catholic School participat-
ed in a Day of Service on April 1 at St. Ann Retirement Center 
and different locations in Oklahoma City. Photos Avery Holt/
Sooner Catholic and provided.
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Irish academic team wins 
5A state title

Leave a Legacy, Support the Church.

The Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma is here to help. 
Contact us (405)721-4115 or cfo@cfook.org. 

Visit our website for more information cfook.org

Larann Wilson, D.Min.

Larann Wilson is the director of 
Parish Leadership Engagement, 
which offers priests, principals 
and ministry leaders support, 
training and resources on evan-
gelization and discipleship. One 
of her primary tasks is to assist 
parishes in incorporating and 
following Archbishop Coakley’s 
pastoral plan VISION 2030. In 
her free time, Larann enjoys kay-
aking, hiking, landscaping and 
most of all traveling.

The academic team at Bishop McGuinness 
Catholic School won the 5A Academic Bowl 
state championship April 2. 

The school placed in the top six the last 
15 of 17 years, but had not won state since 
winning back-to-back titles in 1999 and 
2000. 

“Going into the last quarter of the cham-
pionship game against Bishop Kelley it was 
tied, so it was nerve-wrecking, but it was 
very exciting once we won,” team captain 
Curt Schwager said. 

Team member Chris Bayless was chosen 
as one of the 36 high school seniors among 
all OSSAA classes to be hon-
ored as Academic Bowl All-
State. He competed in the 
All-State games April 9. 

In addition to Schwager 
and Bayless, members of the 
championship team include 
Lindsay Best, Jacob Love, 
Riley McCoy, Chisa Nwane-
bu, Lucia Corredor and Sam 
Wilson. Physics teacher Nicky 
Goff is the head coach for the team, and 
science department coordinator Julia Ander-
son-Holt serves as assistant coach.

Displaying the bracket and their awards, the team gathered for a photo after their win. Front row: assistant coach 
Julia Anderson-Holt, Lindsay Best, Lucia Corredor and head coach Nicky Goff. Second Row: Sam Wilson, team cap-
tain Curt Schwager, Chisa Nwanebu, Jacob Love, Chris Bailey and Riley McCoy. Photo provided.

By Kate Fletcher 
Chi Rhoan news editor

Sidewalk advocates
Anyone interested in becoming 

a peaceful and prayerful sidewalk 
advocate can contact Julie Lewis 
at norman@golifemobilemedical.
com. Find more information at 
sidewalkadvocates.org.

Holy Innocents Chapel
The only freestanding 24/7 

perpetual adoration chapel in 
Oklahoma City dedicated to the 
protection of all life from concep-
tion until natural death is seeking 
more dedicated and substitute 
adorers. The chapel is located 
at 6114 N.W. 63 in Warr Acres. 
Contact: Julie Mayfield (English), 
(405) 413-0272; Maria Santana 
(Spanish), (405) 664-3052.

Chris Bayless
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CATHOLIC PROMISE
$56,000 grant*

*Redeemable: $14,000 per year (8 Semesters)

 ⊲ ANY first-time college-bound  
student who graduates from a  
Catholic high school is eligible

MAKING A CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE EDUCATION MORE 
AFFORDABLE FOR FAMILIES

 ⊲ Must attend Newman as a  
full-time student the first term  
following high school graduation

A Degree of  DifferenceA Degree of  Difference

WICHITA, KS | 67213 | 316-942-4242

LEARN MORE:  NEWMANU.EDU/CATHOLIC-PROMISE-GRANT

Archbishop Coakley ordained 
Robert Miller to the transition-
al diaconate on April 9 at The 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
moving him one step closer to the priest-
hood. 

Deacon Miller will be assigned to a par-
ish starting May 14. 

“Strengthened by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, Robert will help the bishop and 
his priests in the ministry of the Word, in 
the ministry of the altar and of charity, 
showing himself to be a servant of all. He 
will proclaim the Gospel, he will prepare 
the sacrifice and distribute the Lord’s 
body and blood to the faithful. It will be 
his duty to teach and to instruct others 
in the rituals of our beautiful Catholic 
faith,” Archbishop Coakley said during 
his homily.

“Do the will of God from your heart, 
serve the people entrusted to you in love 
and in joy as you would serve the Lord 
himself. That is your charge. That is your 
mission. That is your mandate.”

To read about Deacon Miller’s journey 
to the priesthood, visit soonercatholic.org.

Photos Chris Porter/Sooner Catholic.
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“Journeying together” is at heart of Church’s 
synods, synodal preparations

In October 2023, Pope Francis will convene 
the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Syn-
od of Bishops with the theme, “For a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation and Mis-
sion.”

Since the close of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, popes have convened such synods, made 
up of representative bishops gathered from 
across the world, to advise them on important 
matters to the life of the Church. The one that 
will open in Rome in October 2023 will be the 
16th such gathering of bishops and other dele-
gations composed of priests, religious and laity, 
to collaborate with the pope in the exercise of 
his universal magisterium.

Usually, after the close of the synod, the pope 
will sift through the suggestions, insights and 
recommendations of the Synod Fathers and 
issue in his own name an apostolic exhortation 
that seeks to set forth a plan of action for the 
entire Church.

In one sense, a synod is an exercise in stra-
tegic planning, with the apostolic exhortation 
being the plan. For example, in 1974, Saint 
Paul VI’s “Evangelii Nuntiandi” (on evangeliza-
tion in the modern world), gave impetus to the 
realization that the Church is essentially an 
evangelical movement: It exists to evangelize. 

Again in 1990, Saint John Paul II’s “Pastores 
Dabo Vobis” (on the formation of priests in 
circumstance of the present day) helped renew 

seminarian formation after the confusions of 
the post-Vatican II era – the fruits of which we 
are now seeing in the quality of priests or-
dained in recent years. Perhaps better known 
to many today is “Evangelii Gaudium” (on the 
new evangelization for the transmission of the 
Christian faith), in which the newly elected 
Pope Francis published in 2013 the direction in 
which he wished to take his pontificate.

Besides these general synods, the pope can 
convoke a particular synod of a special region. 
Saint John Paul II held several continental 
synods; and most recently, Pope Francis held a 
Pan-Amazonian regional synod. Many dioceses 
also hold synods – here in the Archdiocese of 
Miami we had two in our 60-plus-year history. 
One convoked by Archbishop McCarthy in the 
late 1980s; the other by myself shortly after 
arriving back to Miami as your archbishop. 
Eastern churches and several Protestant bod-
ies also hold synods.

The word itself comes from the Greek and it 
means basically “journeying together.” “Synod-
ality” refers to the very essence of the Church, 
her constitutive reality and thus is always 
oriented to evangelization. But, as Pope Francis 
himself admits, “Journeying together – laity, 
pastors, the bishop of Rome – is an easy con-
cept to put into words, but not so easy to put 
in practice.”

Usually, themes for general synods are so-
licited from the bishops of the world and once 
chosen by the pope his collaborators prepare 
a “lineamenta” (a preliminary outline) to elicit 
feedback from concerned parties, from which 

an “instrumentum laboris” – a working docu-
ment – will serve as a basis for the discussions 
at the synod.

However, Pope Francis has decided on a nov-
el – and potentially very creative – bottom-up 
approach. He wants every local church (dio-
cese) to participate, followed by consultations 
at the level of national conferences of bishops 
and continental assemblies. This ambitious 
undertaking will take two years to complete – 
with the diocesan phase beginning in October 
2021.

The General Secretariat for the Synod of 
Bishops has sent a preparatory document, 
accompanied by a questionnaire and a “vade-
mecum” with proposals for consultations in 
each local church. The Holy Father opened the 
synod in the Vatican Oct. 9-10. Bishops were 
asked to open their own diocesan “phase” in 
their cathedrals on Oct. 17. By the end of April 
2022, everyone who wished to were given the 
opportunity to be “listened” to in some fashion 
so that the pope can benefit from the “sensus 
fidei in credendo” (the sense of faith in believ-
ing).

The pope views this as an exercise of “spiri-
tual discernment:” “One listening to the others; 
and all listening to the Holy Spirit” (Pope Fran-
cis, Oct. 17, 2015).

So, as we embark on this “journeying to-
gether,” let us pray: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful ... and you shall renew 
the face of the earth.”

Archbishop Wenski has headed the Archdio-
cese of Miami since June 2010.

By Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski
Catholic News Service 

Father / Son
Retreat

At Our Lady of Guadalupe
Catholic Camp 

May 6-7

Ages 10 and up
$25 per person 

Register at archokc.org/fathers
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Cristo Rey OKC business program teaches
for the future 

continued from page 1

revival events, leading to the eucharistic 
congress in Indianapolis in 2024. It is 
expected to draw at least 80,000 people 
from across the country.

The U.S. bishops approved plans for the 
revival and the congress this past Novem-
ber during their fall general assembly in 
Baltimore. Both are being spearheaded by 
the USCCB’s Committee on Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis.

“As Pope Francis reminded us, even in 
a time of turbulence and crisis, Jesus is 
present among us in the Eucharist – body 
and blood, soul and divinity,” Archbishop 
Coakley said. “The salvation offered in the 
life, death and resurrection of Christ is 
nothing less than sharing in the commu-
nion of love among the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. There is no greater 
gift God could give us. The Eucharistic 
Revival will be a tremendous opportu-
nity for the faithful in our parishes and 
schools to reconnect and be fulfilled in 
the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus.”

To learn more about the Eucharistic 
revival, visit archokc.org/revival.   

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Cath-
olic.

Cristo Rey OKC Catholic High 
School uses the Network for 
Teaching Entrepreneurship cur-
riculum each year to inspire stu-
dents’ 

creativity and tech-
nological skills. 
Students are chal-
lenged to design and 
create fully func-
tioning apps and 
products addressing 
needs they see in 
the community. The 
students showcase 
their entrepreneurial 
and app-building 
skills each year to 
esteemed judges in 
the community.  

This year’s NFTE 
showcase was March 
31 where each stu-
dent presented to six 
judges. The support 
of the businesses 
and individuals al-
lows Cristo Rey stu-
dents to engage with 
successful members 
of society and aspire 
to reach ambitious 
goals.  

The students’ 
innovation was able 
to shine as they 
presented products. 
One product was 
Green Snack fertilizer packaged uniquely for 
specific plants to Nature’s Tainted, which de-
picted what would happen to animals if people 
continued to destroy the environment using 
hand-carved wooden figurines as symbols. 

Abel Campos Jr., Keionna Tubbs and Bian-
ca Gallegos were the team of sophomores that 
created the app Clean Queens. The app allowed 
users to find places to volunteer cleaning up 

litter in 
their com-
munities. 

The products and apps varied in causes. 
Each presentation included a full business 

plan. Students researched competitors, identi-
fied the target market and analyzed the gross 
margin percentage.

There were 3 winners per segment. First-
place winners were 
Mariana Ramos with 
Green Snack and 
Christopher Cortez, Ni-
kita Le and Kimberley 
Marshall with CWSP 
Tracker. The CWSP 
Tracker allows stu-
dents to track informa-
tion they need to suc-
ceed in the Corporate 
Work Study Program 
at Cristo Rey OKC. 

Cristo Rey OKC also 
teaches life courses 
such as Entrepre-
neurship and Start 
Up Tech. The project 

allows 
students 
to assess 
com-
munity 
needs 
and 
consider 
how to 
make an 
impact. 
NFTE is 
one of 
the many 
oppor-
tunities 
Cristo 

Rey OKC students are given allowing them to 
look toward their future careers and tangibly 
make a difference.

Students from Cristo Rey OKC Catholic 
High School participated in a Network 
for Teaching Entrepreneurship showcase 
on March 31. Photos provided.

St. Anthony Catholic School 
reunion

St. Anthony Catholic School 
Alumni Association is planning 
an all-school reunion for any-
one who attended St. Anthony 
School from 1917 to 1970. The 
reunion is at 1 p.m. July 16 at 
the St. Anthony Activity Center 
(former St. Anthony School/
gym). Dinner reservations, $20 
pp. Deadline June 15. Contact 
Larry Biddle at certplus@ 
hotmail.com, (918) 756-1792.

Ignatian Year Spirituality   
Conference 

The Ignatian Year Spirituality 
Conference, “See All Things New 
in Christ,” is July 29-31 at Mar-
riott Dallas/Fort Worth West-
lake. The event is hosted by the 
Ignatian Spirituality Institute 
of Dallas. For more information 
and to register, call (940) 268-
8788 or visit ignatianinstitute.
org.



10   April 24, 2022 Sooner Catholic  April 24, 2022    11Sooner Catholic

Photos Chris Porter, Avery Holt/Sooner Catholic and provided.
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Archbishop Coakley celebrated a confirmation Mass on April 13 with students from Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Hobart, 
and Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Mangum. Photos provided.

Fr. Jim Goins saved his cat, Nova, 
from a tree at St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church in Norman. Photo 
provided.

Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Marietta St. Mary Catholic Church, Ponca City 

Rosary Catholic School, Oklahoma 
City

St. Mary Catholic Church, Ardmore 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
Madill

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church and St. 
Gregory the Great Catholic Church, Enid

Parishes and Catholic schools throughout the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City 
brought awareness to National Child Abuse Prevention Month. To report abuse 
or inappropriate behavior with a minor immediately, contact local law enforce-
ment and the state Department of Human Services at (800) 522-3511, archdi-
ocesan clergy abuse hotline at (405) 720-9878. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
safe-environment. Photos provided.

An outdoor egg hunt was held on Easter 
Monday at the Gospel of Life Disciples St. 
John Paul II Dwelling in Moore. Sr. Maria 
of the Trinity started the morning with a 
prayer, and children were treated to cook-
ies and juice after the egg hunt. 
Photos Dana Attocknie/Sooner Catholic.

To send
photos, event 

information or story 
ideas, e-mail 

communications@
archokc.org.
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to EWTN and Catholic radio that 
we realized we didn’t know what 
we didn’t know. Our Catholic 
faith is so rich and full that there 
is always something more to 
learn about it.”

Not a trained apologist? Catho-
lic radio can help. Deacon Sousa 
said, “if people are not equipped 
to talk 
about the 
faith, they 
can sim-
ply point 
someone 
to Catholic 
radio to get 
the an-
swers they 
seek. An 
added ben-
efit of radio 
is that ev-
eryone can 
listen anon-
ymously 
to get the 
correct information they need.”  

Continuous Catholic program-
ming is a blessing to Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike. Radio 
staff members frequently hear 
that someone stumbled across 
the station by accident and have 
been listening ever since. They’ve 
gotten stories of conversions, 
restoration of faith and strength-
ening of relationships with Jesus 

because of something they heard 
on Catholic radio. 

“It feeds the soul,” Deacon Sou-
sa said. 

Oklahoma Catholic Radio is an 
affiliate of EWTN. The network 
recently got permission to add 
seven more stations.

Deacon Sousa said he loves to 
hear when people from Oklaho-
ma call in to national Catholic 
radio programs such as “Catholic 
Answers Live” or “Call to Com-

munion with Dr. 
David Anders.”

Of course, 
operating and 
expanding a 
robust radio 
network is an 
expensive proj-
ect. For each 
station there 
are licensing, 
permitting, util-
ity and other 
overhead costs 
that must be 
met to continue 
to provide qual-

ity programming. 
Deacon Sousa said making a 

commitment to a monthly gift is 
especially helpful because that 
allows the staff to plan and bud-
get. People who give monthly are 
called “Keepers of the Airwaves.”

All gifts to Oklahoma Catholic 
Radio are tax deductible.

Debi Wagner is a freelance writ-
er for the Sooner Catholic.

continued from page 1

OKLAHOMA CITY & TULSAOKLAHOMA CITY & TULSA
Oklahoma City - 97.3 FM

Tulsa - 94.9 FM

AROUND THE STATEAROUND THE STATE
Broken Arrow - 102.9 FM

Clinton - 98.3 FM
Edmond - 100.9 FM
Elk City - 100.7 FM
Lawton - 88.3 FM

Ringwood - 104.9 FM
Enid - 104.9 FM

Shawnee - 107.1 FM
Woodward - 93.3 FM

SPANISH STATIONSSPANISH STATIONS
East OKC - 97.7 FM
West OKC - 99.3 FM

LISTEN ONLINE
okcr.org/listen

Page Hauser, archdiocesan Safe En-
vironment coordinator. Photo Avery 
Holt/Sooner Catholic.

Visit OKCR.org     n    (833) 652-7234

Support Oklahoma Catholic Radio!
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Jobs Box
To see more job openings, go on-

line to archokc.org/jobs-box.

Archdiocesan director of   
communications

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a director of com-
munications. As a member of the 
senior staff, the director of commu-
nications will represent the arch-
diocese, archbishop and chancery 
to the media by crafting commu-
nications, social media, public 
relations and marketing strategies. 
The director will supervise commu-
nications support staff, oversee the 
budget and will be responsible for 
arranging interviews, organizing 
news conferences, responding to 
media inquiries and credentialing 
press for major events. The direc-
tor also will serve as editor of the 
diocesan Sooner Catholic newspa-
per. Must have a bachelor’s degree 
in communications or related field, 
at least five years of public rela-
tions, journalism and/or marketing 
experience, and be a practicing 
Catholic. A background check and 
safe environment training will be 
required. Send resume and cover 
letter to humanresources@archokc.
org.

Associate director of   
development - shrine

The Blessed Stanley Rother 
Shrine is seeking an associate 
director of development to assist 
with all aspects of fundraising and 
donor relations and serve as advis-
er to the senior managing con-
sultant. Collaborate with pastors, 
parish leaders, chancery staff and 
potential donors to identify and 
cultivate gift prospects for capital 
campaigns, special projects and 
programs of the shrine. Bachelor’s 
degree in business, marketing, 
communications, public relations 
or general experience in a compa-
rable position a must; minimum 
three years of development experi-
ence; must be practicing Catholic 
in good standing. Send resume 
and cover letter to    
humanresources@archokc.org.

Communications support - OKC
The Secretariat for Evangeliza-

tion and Catechesis for the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a communications support per-
son, who will work in close col-
laboration with the archdiocesan 
communications office to provide 
administrative and clerical support 
for communications, marketing 
efforts and graphic design for all 
programs and ministries of the 
secretariat. Develop, maintain 
and manage secretariat webpages 
and social media accounts, and 
collaborate with departments and 
team members to develop content 
strategy that promotes engage-
ment. A minimum of three years 
general office experience required 
with advanced use of Microsoft 
Office software. Send resume and 
cover letter to humanresources@
archokc.org.

School accreditation manager - 
OKC

The Catholic Education Office 
for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City is seeking a part time accred-
itation manager to provide guid-
ance, direction and leadership to 
school administrators and faculty 
through the accreditation process. 
Will serve as the coordinator for all 
activities of the Oklahoma Confer-
ence of Catholic Schools Accredit-
ing Association for the archdiocese 
and the Diocese of Tulsa. Must 
possess knowledge of Oklahoma 
school law and the policies and 
practices of the state Department 
of Education. Familiarity with 
school law in general required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
humanresources@archokc.org. 

Principal - OKC
Bishop John Carroll Catholic 

School is seeking a principal with 
experience leading faculty in cur-
riculum implementation, profes-
sional development, school finance 
and enrollment management. 
Master of educational leadership 
degree or master’s degree in relat-
ed educational field required. Must 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing, hold Oklahoma principal 
certification or ability to obtain, 
have proficient knowledge of the 
instructional and accreditation 
process, and experience with the 
budgeting process and maintain-
ing a balanced budget. Send cover 
letter and resume to lschuler@
archokc.org. All inquiries, nomi-
nations and applications will be 
confidential.

Principal – Enid
St. Joseph Catholic School in 

Enid is seeking a principal with 
experience as a principal or teach-
er in a Catholic school setting, 
managing faculty and staff, school 
finance and enrollment manage-
ment. Master of educational lead-
ership degree or master’s degree in 
related educational field required; 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing; Oklahoma principal certifica-
tion or ability to obtain; proficient 
knowledge of the instructional and 
accreditation process, experience 
with budgeting process and main-
taining a balanced budget a must. 
Send cover letter and resume to 
lschuler@archokc.org. All inqui-
ries, nominations and applications 
will be confidential.

Gift coordinator – OKC
The Secretariat for Stewardship 

and Development of the Archdio-
cese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a gifts coordinator to manage the 
process of identifying, cultivating 
and soliciting gifts in support of 
ministries, the Annual Catholic 
Appeal, Seminarian Education Ap-
peal and other fundraising initia-
tives. Must have excellent written 
and oral communication skills and 
be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing. A background check 
and safe environment training 

will be required. Send cover letter 
and resume to humanresources@
archokc.org.

Social services case manager 
level II - OKC

Catholic Charities of the Archdi-
ocese of Oklahoma City is seeking 
a social services case manager lev-
el II to provide services to clients 
through social services programs 
and work across multiple depart-
ments, primarily Family Support 
Services. High school diploma or 
GED, a bachelor’s degree in social 
work or related field preferred; 
Three years of experience in case 
management or community action; 
Fluency in Spanish and English 
preferred; A combination of educa-
tion and relevant experience also 
may be considered. Send cover let-
ter and resume to Kaylinn Young 
at kyoung@ccaokc.org.

Director of youth ministry - Enid
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church and St. Gregory the Great 
Catholic Church in Enid are seek-
ing a director of youth ministry to 
facilitate the evangelization, forma-
tion and discipleship of middle and 
high school students, grades 6-12. 
The director will oversee weekly 
gatherings, monthly activities, or-
ganize attendance at conferences, 
help prepare youth to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, and 
provide support for catechesis. 
Must be a practicing Catholic with 
experience in religious education, 
pastoral ministry or theology, and 
have a desire to share the Catholic 
faith with youth. Bachelor’s degree 
in theology, catechesis or educa-
tion is preferred. Must possess 
strong organizational skills, in-
cluding time management, dele-
gation, planning and budgeting. 
Bilingual in English/Spanish is a 
plus. Application deadline is May 
1. Send resume and cover letter to  
enidcatholicyouth@gmail.com.

Coordinator of youth, young 
adult formation - Edmond

St. Monica Catholic Church in 
Edmond is seeking a full-time 
coordinator of youth and young 
adult formation (6th – 12th grade) to 
work under the director of evan-
gelization, and be responsible for 
confirmation preparation, youth 
formation discipleship groups, 
recruiting and forming volunteer 
adult leaders, young adult minis-
try and advancing evangelization 
and discipleship formation as 
part of a ministry team. Must be a 
practicing Catholic in good stand-
ing and passionate about Jesus, 
the Catholic faith and forming 
disciples. Some evenings, includ-
ing Sundays required. Bachelor’s 
degree required; theology or min-
istry degree a plus. Strong skills 
in organization, planning and 
execution of events, technology 
and social media required. Pre-
vious parish-based work experi-
ence preferred. Must undergo safe 
environment background check. 

Send resumes to Fr. Hamilton at 
fr.shamilton@gmail.com. For more 
information, call (405) 359-2700.

Teachers - OKC
Mount St. Mary Catholic High 

School is seeking teachers for sev-
eral positions for the 2022-2023 
school year, including assistant 
principal, counselor, registrar 
for counseling office, engineering 
teacher/robotics coach, English 
teacher, Spanish teacher, geome-
try teacher and substitute teach-
ers. Responsibilities include devel-
oping engaging and high-quality 
lessons, providing students with 
timely and helpful feedback, and 
investing in the academic growth 
of students. Mount St. Mary is a 
1:1 Chromebook school, and tech-
nological proficiency is preferred. 
Visit mountstmary.org/about-us/
job-openings. Send resume and 
inquiries to bbasler@mountstmary.
org.

Teachers - Yukon
St. John Nepomuk Catholic 

School in Yukon is seeking mid-
dle school teachers for English/
theology and for science/social 
studies for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Bachelor’s degree with state 
teaching certification in the de-
sired teaching areas required. 
Send resume and cover letter to 
Denise Heard, interim principal, at 
principal@sjnok.org.

Teachers - OKC
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 

Oklahoma City is seeking teachers 
for the 2022-2023 school year for 
the following part-time positions: 
Art, music, Spanish and librarian. 
These positions can be combined 
for a full-time position. Bachelor’s 
degree with state teaching certifi-
cation in the desired teaching area 
required. Send a resume, cover 
letter to Principal Tera Albert at 
principal@sacredheartokc.org.

Organist - Kingfisher
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 

Church in Kingfisher is seeking an 
organist for the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Contact (405) 375-4581 or 
secretary@stspeterandpaul.org. 

Teachers - OKC
Christ the King Catholic School 

is seeking early childhood and 
elementary teachers for the 2022-
2023 school year. Bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood and/
or elementary education along 
with a state teaching certificate is 
required. Send resume and cov-
er letter to Amy Feighny, Christ 
the King Catholic School, 1905 
Elmhurst Ave., OKC 73120 or 
afeighny@ckschool.com. Down-
load teacher application packet at 
archokc.org/careers.

This is the third article in a 
special series on prayer. The first 
two, dealing with the question 
“Why Pray?” were released during 
the season of Lent. If you haven’t 
seen those, it might be worth going 
back to check them out before 
moving forward. Hopefully, the 
first two articles convinced you 
that you should be making time 
consistently for prayer – the “why.” 
This article is about the “what” of 
prayer. What is prayer anyway?

Prayer is all about relationship. 
But, it’s not like any other rela-
tionship in our lives. Prayer is 
about a relationship with God – 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God 
actually knows us better than 
we know ourselves, so a consis-
tent relationship with him helps 
us grow in better understanding 
of ourselves – our identity. The 
Vatican II document Gaudium et 
Spes makes this clear: “…only in 
the mystery of the incarnate Word 
does the mystery of man take on 
light … Christ … fully reveals man 
to man himself and makes his 
supreme calling clear” (GS, 22).  
That makes my third point, prayer 
is all about mission! When you 
know yourself better, you also tend 
to know more clearly why you are 
here. You could capture all this re-
ality in a simple working definition 
for prayer as: relationship, identi-
ty, mission.

If that is what prayer is, then 
we can begin to see why the Holy 
Spirit plays such a critical role 
in the spiritual life. A quick ref-
erence to the Catechism gives us 

a clue as to how significant this 
role is – and this is by no means 
a comprehensive list: the Holy 
Spirit reveals the person of Christ 
(152, 683); the Holy Spirit coverts 
the human heart (1989); he helps 
and sustains faith (158, 684); he 
leads us to a life of prayer (2623); 
he’s the master of prayer (2625, 
2630, 2670); and he’s the source 
of all holiness (749). If you desire 
to grow in a life of prayer, the Holy 
Spirit is your go-to person of the 
Trinity to help you get there!

Let’s dig a little more into these 
graces to understand better how 
the Holy Spirit helps us advance 
in the pursuit of holiness. I want 
to focus on three special graces he 
offers. The Holy Spirit “reveals,” 
the Holy Spirit “transforms” and 
the Holy Spirit “teaches.” 

The Holy Spirit reveals
One of the principal things the 

Holy Spirit does is reveal the Fa-
ther and the Son to us. We come 
into greater depth and intimacy 
with the persons of the Trinity 
through the special work of the 
Holy Spirit. Listen to how pow-
erfully the Catechism articulates 
this: “No one can say ‘Jesus is 
Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 
God has sent the spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ This knowledge of faith is 
possible only in the Holy Spirit” 
(CCC, 683). In the life of prayer, we 
can trust the Holy Spirit to keep 
leading us into ever-deepening 
intimacy and relationship with the 
Trinity.

The Holy Spirit transforms
One of the fundamental aims 

of the spiritual life is interior 
transformation – God is trying to 
change our broken human nature 
into his perfect and divine nature. 

As Saint Athanasius says, “For 
the Son of God became man so 
that we might become God” (CCC, 
458). This work of transformation 
takes time; it is a slow, incremen-
tal process. It also requires much 
from us in terms of our coopera-
tion.

“The first work of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit is conversion … moved 
by grace, man turns toward God 
and away from sin, thus accept-
ing forgiveness and righteousness 
from on high. Justification is not 
only the remission of sins, but 
also the sanctification and re-
newal of the interior man” (CCC, 
1989). Over time, little by little, if 
we let him, the Holy Spirit gradu-
ally changes us into who we were 
created to be. That’s what we call 
transformation!

The Holy Spirit teaches
All during that process of trans-

formation, the Holy Spirit is like 
a tour guide and athletic trainer 
combined. He knows the path to 
holiness, so can illuminate the 
path and guide us with every step. 
But, he also knows that we won’t 
really grow without our own co-
operation and effort. “No pain, no 
gain” so to speak. 

The Holy Spirit is the “master 
of prayer” because he knows how 
to lead us to hope in the midst of 

our struggle. “In the risen Christ 
the Church’s petition is buoyed 
by hope, even if we still wait in a 
state of expectation and must be 
converted anew every day. Chris-
tian petition, what Saint Paul calls 
‘groaning,’ arises from another 
depth, that of creation ‘in labor 
pains’ and that of ourselves ‘as 
we wait for the redemption of our 
bodies. For in this hope we were 
saved.’ In the end, however, ‘with 
sighs too deep for words’ the Holy 
Spirit ‘helps us in our weakness’” 
(CCC, 2630). 

In your prayer, which hopefully 
you have been convinced by now 
needs to be happening every day, 
ask the Holy Spirit to help you! 
Ask him to reveal the Father and 
Son to you. Ask him to keep trans-
forming you more and more into 
the holy saint God created you 
to be. And ask him to teach you 
how you can lean into that work 
of transformation more and more, 
and maybe even speed up the 
progress of interior change. 

May the special graces of this 
season be like a jet fuel in your 
spiritual life! Happy Easter!

If you like and use the books by 
Sarah Young, especially her book, 
“Jesus Calling” (2004) you will love 
this book. 

Instead of Jesus speaking to 
the reader, it is the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. I have been using Young’s 
books for years and have been us-
ing Sister Mary Kathleen Glavich’s 
for about a year now. 

Glavich’s book is wonderful! It 
has a daily reading from Mary. 
There are some direct quotes from 
Scripture or she alludes to them. 
Glavich’s book is organized accord-
ing to the calendar and includes 
some liturgical feast days of Mary; 
like the Visitation (May 31), Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel (July 16) 
and others.

Sometimes Glavich will have 
Mary speak in an overly sweet 
way, using words like “sweet-
heart” and “darling,” which 
might remind readers of their 
grandmother or other woman 
who is or was dear to them. If 
the reader does not like that, 
they easily can ignore it and still 
benefit from the reading. 

The readings are usually two 
to three paragraphs long. After 
that, Glavich provides a very short 
reflection. All kinds of topics are 
covered like shortcomings, im-
perfections, self-worth, a merciful 
heart or something related to the 
feast day the devotion is covering. 

What Glavich has the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary say is very 

thought-provoking and very 
worthy of reflection. She writes a 
lot of encouraging words that are 
uplifting. 

Toward the end 
of the book Sister 
Mary Kathleen 
provides a possi-
ble group retreat 
using this book. 
She maps out a 
program for that. She writes in the 
back “this (book) will encourage 
others to nurture their relation-

ship with our Blessed Mother and 
go to Jesus through her.”

Sister Mary Kathleen is the 
author of many books like “The 

Essential Guide to Catholic 
Terms” (2014), “The Catholic 
Companion to the Psalms” 
(2008), “Praying on Empty: a 
guide to rediscovering your 
Prayerful Self” (2019), “The 
Holy Spirit: font of love, life, 
and power” (2020) and oth-
ers. This book is very highly 
recommended to those who 
love “Jesus Calling” and oth-
ers. This book by Sister Mary 
Kathleen is “Marian” and 
Catholic.

Brother Benet Exton, O.S.B., 
St. Gregory’s Abbey in Shawnee, 
is a freelance writer for the Sooner 
Catholic.

 April 24, 2022   15Sooner Catholic

By Br. Benet Exton, O.S.B. 
The Sooner Catholic

Book review: “Heart to Heart with Mary: 
a yearly devotional”

The Holy Spirit and prayer
Real Life Disciples

Jim Beckman
Executive Director 

of the Secretariat for 
Evangelization and 

Catechesis
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Lánzate a lo más Profundo
Luke 5:4

María y el mes de mayo

Arzobispo Pablo S. Coakley

Para aclarar las preguntas de algu-
nas personas sobre el “cerro grande” 
en la esquina noroeste del recinto 
del santuario, esto es una réplica del 
Cerro Tepeyac en México donde Nues-
tra Señora de Guadalupe se le apa-
reció a San Juan Diego y le pidió que 
fuera al obispo y le exigiera que se 
construya una iglesia en el Cerro Te-
peyac. En la cima del Cerro Tepeyac 
del santuario habrá una estatua de 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y una 
estatua de San Juan Diego. Los pere-
grinos podrán caminar hasta la cima 
del cerro, rezar el rosario y disfrutar 
del hermoso paisaje. Los trabajadores 
han comenzado a plantar una varie-
dad de árboles en el cerro y el plan 
es embellecerlo agregando rosales y 
plantas. 

¡Beato Stanley Rother, ruega por 
nosotros!

Las actualizaciones 
del Santuario

“Mayo es el mes de María, y me mar-
avilla y no sé por qué”. Así comienza el 
poema “El Magnificat de mayo” de Ge-
rard Manley Hopkins. Deberíamos mar-
avillarnos también. La coronación de la 
Virgen en mayo, el día de las madres, la 
fiesta de la Visitación y la abundancia 
de las flores en la primavera son todas 
buenas razones para asociar a María en 
este hermoso tiempo del año. 

Durante el mes de mayo, la creación 
entera estalla con belleza y vida nueva. 
Quizá esta es la razón por la cual asoci-
amos a María con este tiempo de abun-
dancia. La abundancia de la naturaleza 
durante el mes de mayo es un reflejo 
de la continua fecundidad del vientre 
virginal de María en 
la vida de la Iglesia 
y sus hijos espiri-
tuales.

Desde el siglo II, 
María ha sido llama-
da la Nueva Eva, un 
nombre que significa 
“madre de los vivos”. María es verdader-
amente más digna de este nombre que 
la primera Eva, ya que, al dar a luz a 
Jesús, María dio a luz a la Vida misma. 
La primera Eva dio a sus hijos sólo la 
maldición del pecado y la muerte.

Hemos recibido una participación en 
esta Nueva Vida a través de María, y a 
través de la Iglesia de la cual ella es la 
imagen y el modelo. Movidos por la ag-
itación de la gracia dentro de nosotros, 
los cristianos nos volvemos a María con 
la espontaneidad de los niños que acu-
den a su madre en busca de alimento, 
de consuelo, de ayuda en tiempos de 

necesidad. Para nosotros, que somos 
sus hijos, ella es, en efecto, como dice 
el centenario himno mariano, “nuestra 
vida, nuestra dulzura y nuestra esper-
anza”.

El papel maternal más importante de 
María en nuestras vidas es ayudar al 
Espíritu Santo a llevarnos a la plena 
madurez de Cristo. Suavemente, pero 
sin falta, María nos lleva a Jesús. Así 
como ella instruyó a los mayordomos 
del vino en Caná, ella nos ordena: “Ha-
gan lo que Él les diga” (Jn 2,5).  

De principio a fin, la Inmaculada Vir-
gen María permaneció totalmente coop-
erativa con la obra de la gracia de Dios 
en su vida. Su oyente corazón estaba 

siempre listo para responder con la 
obediencia de la fe. Ella siempre estaba 
preparada para hacer la voluntad de 
Dios. Nunca se trató de ella. Como ex-
clamó a su prima Isabel: “El Todopoder-
oso ha hecho grandes cosas por mí, y 
santo es su nombre” (Lc 1,49).

En 1965, san Pablo VI publicó una 
carta encíclica titulada “En el mes de 
mayo”, en ella escribió a los fieles mo-
tivándolos a que “se eleven en este 
mes mariano nuestras súplicas para 
implorar con crecido fervor y confianza 
sus gracias y favores”.

Mayo, el mes de María, nos ofrece 

una oportuni-
dad para reno-
var y descubrir 
algunas de las 
ricas devociones 
marianas que 
la Iglesia nos 
ha ofrecido a lo largo de los siglos. Por 
ejemplo, podemos rezar el rosario a di-
ario durante el mes de mayo, para que, 
meditando los misterios de la redención 
con María podamos conformarnos más 
perfectamente a su divino hijo. Podem-
os rezar diariamente la oración simple 
pero hermosa del Angelus, la cual nos 
recuerda y nos invita a reflexionar en 
el misterio de la encarnación por el sí 

de María al arcángel 
Gabriel. 

La belleza de esta 
devoción es que nos 
ayuda a cimentar 
nuestro día en la 
oración. Hay muchas 
maneras de honrar a 

María con prácticas devocionales e im-
itando sus virtudes. 

Mayo es un mes de extraordinaria 
abundancia. Abundancia que fluye en 
el camino de Dios. María nos enseña 
que, para poder llenarnos de la vida 
abundante de Dios, debemos primero 
vaciarnos de todo lo que no sea Dios. 
Nos enseña a que hagamos espacio 
para Dios. 

María no es solo la madre de Dios, 
sino la primera discípula del hijo que 
ella misma concibió en su vientre vir-
ginal: “He aquí la esclava del Señor; há-
gase en mí según tu palabra” (Lc 1,38).

“Mayo, el mes de María, nos brinda una oportunidad para 
renovar y descubrir algunas de las ricas devociones marianas 
que la Iglesia nos ha ofrecido a lo largo de los siglos”.

 April 24, 2022  17Sooner Catholic

Techo del santuario de Rother, ladrillo a punto de terminar
Por Diane Clay 

The Sooner Catholic

OKLAHOMA CITY – Durante varios 
meses, el Santuario del Beato Stan-
ley Rother ha estado de color azul 
y salmón mientras que los equipos 

trabajaban para terminar de colocar tejas y 
ladrillos. A partir del próximo mes, la iglesia 
del santuario comenzará a parecerse a su estilo 
colonial español.

El techo y los ladrillos estarán terminados a 
fines de junio, lo que representa un gran paso 
visual hacia la finalización y dedicación del 
santuario el 4 de noviembre.

El techo del santuario, incluida la cúpu-
la grande y las tapas de las cúpulas más 
pequeñas, 30 por ciento está terminado. Se cu-
brirá con la misma teja española sintética que 
el resto del techo del santuario con las últimas 
tejas programadas para colocarse a mediados 
de junio.

Ladrillo blanco ya cubre los lados del santu-
ario y los equipos de albañilería están trabajan-
do en las torres delanteras de la iglesia.

75 por ciento del trabajo del ladrillo está ter-
minado y estará finalizado a fines de mayo.

Cerca del final del proyecto, se terminará el 
zócalo, creando un gran espacio de reunión que 
conduce a las puertas principales del santu-
ario, terminado con una fuente.

En el interior de la ermita se ha iniciado la 
colocación de los paneles de yeso en capilla, 
nave, sacristía y alas de acceso.

Cada día, estos proyectos están siendo lleva-
dos a cabo por 60 a 70 miembros del personal, 
algunos de los cuales asistirán a misa en la 
iglesia del santuario.

El Santuario del Beato Stanley Rother será 
bendecido y dedicado a las 11 a. m. del 4 de 

noviembre con 
la primera misa 
celebrada por 
el arzobispo 
Coakley. A él se 
unirán obispos 
de todo el país 
y de Guatema-
la, sacerdotes 
de Oklahoma y 
otras diócesis, 
religiosos y reli-
giosas, la famil-
ia Rother y los 
fieles. El evento 
está abierto al 
público.

Al día sigui-
ente, 5 de 
noviembre, el 
arzobispo Coakley 
encabezará una 
procesión, bendición y dedicación del Cerro Te-
peyac en el recinto del santuario con estatuas 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y San Juan 
Diego en la cima.

El santuario lleva el nombre del Beato Stanley 
Rother, un granjero de Okarche que en 1963 se 
convirtió en sacerdote de lo que entonces era 
la Diócesis de la ciudad de Oklahoma y Tulsa y 
sirvió como misionero en Santiago Atitlán, Gua-
temala. En 1981, el padre Rother fue asesinado 
en su rectoría durante una violenta guerra civil. 
Los perpetradores nunca han sido capturados. 
En 2016, el papa Francisco lo declaró mártir de 
la fe, el primer mártir católico reconocido de los 
Estados Unidos. Fue beatificado en 2017 en la 
ciudad de Oklahoma.

El santuario de $40 millones de dólares es el 
elemento distintivo de la primera campaña para 
la arquidiócesis: Una Iglesia, Muchos Discípu-
los. El sitio eventualmente incluirá la iglesia 

de 2,000 asientos, una capilla donde se 
sepultará al Beato Stanley, un edificio 
educativo, un espacio para eventos y 
varias áreas designadas para devoción. 
El sitio se desarrollará con el tiempo.

Junto con la iglesia de estilo colonial 
español, que será la iglesia católica más 
grande de Oklahoma, los elementos adi-
cionales en el sitio del santuario serán 
el Cerro Tepeyac, un museo y un centro 
de peregrinación. El Cerro Tepeyac, ubi-
cado cerca de la Ciudad de México, es 
donde Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe se 
apareció a San Juan Diego en 1531. El 

centro de peregrinación y el museo darán la 
bienvenida a miles de visitantes cada año a una 
experiencia que los guiará a través de la vida, el 
testimonio y el martirio del Beato Stanley.

La iglesia será la anfitriona de muchos even-
tos diocesanos importantes y ayudará a aco-
modar a la creciente población hispana cuyas 
parroquias están significativamente superpo-
bladas.

La firma de arquitectura de diseño del proyec-
to es Franck & Lohsen Architects ubicado en 
Washington D.C. Cuentan con el apoyo de la 
firma de arquitectura local ADG. El contratista 
general es The Boldt Company en la ciudad de 
Oklahoma con Cooper Project Advisors como 
representante del propietario.

Para obtener más detalles y actualizaciones 
sobre los eventos de dedicación, visite archokc.
org/shrinededication. Para obtener más infor-
mación sobre el Santuario Beato Stanley Roth-
er, visite rothershrine.org.

Diane Clay es editora de Sooner Catholic.

Fotos Avery Holt, Chris Porter 
and Steve Cooper.

¡MARQUEN SUS CALENDARIOS!

DEDICACIÓN
CERRO DEL TEPEYAC

11 | 5 | 2022

archokc.org/shrinededication
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Briefs
Please contact organizers before 

attending. Find more briefs at  
archokc.org/briefs. 

Rother shrine dedication Nov. 4
Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 

of the archdiocese, bishops and 
guests for the dedication of the 
Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine on 
Friday, Nov. 4, in Oklahoma City. 
The dedication will be the center-
piece of a week-long celebration 
and is open to the public. Find 
more information at archokc.org/
shrinededication. 

Shrine Tepeyac Hill dedication 
Nov. 5

Join Archbishop Coakley, priests 
of the archdiocese and guests for 
the dedication of Tepeyac Hill at 
the Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, in Oklahoma 
City. The dedication and proces-
sion are open to the public and 
will include blessing of the statues 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
Saint Juan Diego atop the hill. 
Find more information at archokc.
org/shrinededication. 

Rother store
Find items such as rosaries, 

prayer cards and Guatemalan 
crafts at the Rother Store online at 
rotherstore.com.

Oklahoma Catholic Native 
Schools Project

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Diocese of Tulsa and St. 
Gregory’s Abbey have launched the 
Oklahoma Catholic Native Schools 
Project to better understand the 
history, educational value and 
experiences of native students 
in Oklahoma Catholic boarding 
schools from 1880 to 1965. To con-
tribute documents, photographs 
or an oral history to the project, 
e-mail info@oknativeschoolsproject.
org. Learn more at archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

                                                                            
Listening Sessions

Dcn. Roy Callison and Susan 
Callison with the American Indi-
an Catholic Outreach office are 
conducting Listening Sessions 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and the Diocese of 
Tulsa to provide a forum for people 
to discuss their experiences in 
former Catholic Indian boarding 
schools in Oklahoma. Find the 
schedule at archokc.org/aico. For 
more information, contact Dcn. 
Callison at rcallison@archokc.
org or go online to archokc.org/ 
oknativeschoolsproject.

Poland, Vienna, Germany 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Rick Stansberry on an 
11-day pilgrimage to Poland, Vien-
na and Germany Aug. 1-11. The 
pilgrimage includes the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play. Other hosts 
include Marcellino D’Ambrosio, 
Fr. Casey F. Jones and Dcn. Pete 
Markwald. Contact Select Inter-
national Tours at (800) 842-4842, 

jane@select-intl.com. Visit  
selectinternationaltours.com.  

Germany, Prague, Austria 
pilgrimage

Join Fr. Carl Janocha and Fr. 
Danny Grover on a pilgrimage 
to Germany, Prague and Austria 
Sept. 19-30. Cost: $4,599 pp, 
including airfare from OKC, four-
star hotels, most meals and more. 
Sites include Berlin, Dresden, 
Prague, Salzburg, Munich and the 
Oberammergau for the Passion 
Play. A $2,000 deposit required. 
Contact Fr. Carl Janocha at (405) 
247-5255, frcarlj@gmail.com for 
brochure and more information.

Mount prayer chain
Fr. Alex Kroll, Mount St. Mary 

Catholic High School chaplain, 
invites everyone to engage in a 
prayer chain for Mount students. 
Register at mountstmary.org for 
30-minute time slots. People may 
sign up for more than one time. 
The prayer chain ends on May 26. 

Memorial Marathon Mass
St. Joseph Old Cathedral, 307 

N.W. 4 in Oklahoma City, will 
have a Mass at 5 a.m. April 24 for 
anyone running in the memorial 
marathon and in memory of every-
one who lost their lives in the 1995 
bombing. Everyone welcome. 

Bingo 
The Knights of Columbus Fami-

ly Bingo at St. James the Greater 
Catholic Church, 4210 S. McKin-
ley in Oklahoma City is at 6:30 
p.m. April 28. All games $10. Door 
prizes. Food reasonably priced 
served at 5:45 p.m. All players 
receive a raffle ticket for a LED 
TV to be given away in October. 
March birthdays recognized. 

A Day of Silence 
On April 30, spend a day in si-

lence in the peaceful environment 
of St. Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
MacArthur St., Shawnee. Par-
ticipants will be guided through 
the day in a reflection on selected 
texts related to Easter. Attendees 
must pre-register by e-mailing re-
treats@monksok.org or call (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

ACCW convention
The Archdiocesan Council of 

Catholic Women 21st biennial 
convention “Women of Faith and 
Vision 2022” is 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
April 30 at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center. Doors open at 9 a.m. The 
keynote speaker, Larann Wilson, 
director of parish engagement at 
the archdiocese will present “Cling 
to Jesus: An Easter Reflection on 
St. Mary Magdalene.” Register at 
okcaccw.com/events or call/text 
Mary Ann Schmitt at (405) 650-
9674 or Becky VanPool at (405) 
834-3782.

ACP luncheon 
The Assembly of Catholic Profes-

sionals luncheon is 11 a.m. May 
5 at the Petroleum Club OKC, 100 
N. Broadway Ave., Oklahoma City. 
The guest speaker is Art Lohsen, of 
Franck and Lohsen Architects and 
architect of the Bl. Stanley Rother 
Shrine. Visit cfook.org/acp.

Father, son retreat
A father and son retreat will be 

held May 6-7 at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Camp and be led 
by Dave DiNuzzo, founder of True 
Manhood Catholic Men’s Minis-
try. Cost: $25 pp, ages 10 and up. 
Register at archokc.org/fathers. 
Contact Dcn. Joe Vandervort at 
jvandervort@archokc.org, (405) 
709-2714.

Retrouvaille
The next Retrouvaille weekend is 

May 6-8. Retrouvaille is a Catholic 
ministry to heal hurting marriages. 
Contact (405) 443-3541, 2034@
retrouvaille.org or visit   
helpourmarriage.org.

Easter celebration
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 

Church is celebrating the Easter 
Season with a family day of festiv-
ities 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. May 14 at 
3901 S. Sunnylane Rd. in Del City. 
The day will include crafts, drama, 
music, lunch and an Easter egg 
hunt. RSVP by May 4 to   
religousedstpaul@outlook.com. 

Rachel’s Vineyard
A Rachel’s Vineyard retreat 

weekend for people seeking heal-
ing after abortion is June 3-5, in 
Oklahoma City.  Pre-registration 
is required. Call (405) 709-2714 
or e-mail rachelsvineyardokc@
gmail.com and begin the process 
to reconcile the pain and hurt in 
a confidential, non-judgmental 
environment. 

Gift of Love Gala
The Center of Family Love and 

Oklahoma Knights of Columbus 
will host the annual Gift of Love 
Gala on June 4 at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City. Visit 
cflinc.org/gala or call (405) 263-
4658, Ext. 1009.

Day of Reflection 
Day of Reflection, “Blessed 

are the Meek and Courageous 
Christian,” presented by Br. Pe-
ter Shults, O.S.B., is 8:30 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. June 25 at St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, 1900 W. MacArthur St., 
Shawnee. Limited seating. Masks 
are recommended, but not re-
quired. Attendees must pre-register 
at retreats@monksok.org or (405) 
878-5656. Cost $30 pre-paid or 
$35 at the door. Lunch included.

ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND
Saints and Spirits Pilgrimage
WITH MOST REVEREND PAUL S. COAKLEY ARCHBISHOP OF OKLAHOMA CITY

TOUR INCLUDES:

TRIP INFORMATION:

• Round trip scheduled commercial economy air from Oklahoma City, OK

• 5 nights’ accommodations in London at 4-star hotels

• 3 nights’ accommodations in Scotland at 4-star hotels:

             • 2 nights in Arberlour, 1 night in Edinburgh

• Continental breakfast daily

• 1 High Tea reception with champagne

• 4 dinners with wine

• Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in England & Scotland & specified sightseeing

• Local, Catholic tour manager while in England and Scotland

• Local guides according to the itinerary

• Sightseeing and entrance fees according to the itinerary

• Arrangements of daily Mass including locations in unique and historical

churches (all locations are tentative and subject to confirmation)

• Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece of luggage

• Whisper sets

Trip ID: 45458 | Group ID: 7655

https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/england/cfook-england-202210/

$5,559
Starting Price,

Main Tour:

Per person,

double occupancy. 
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April 

24   Second Sunday of Easter 
       (Sunday of Divine Mercy).

24   Memorial Marathon Mass, 5 
       a.m., St. Joseph Old 
       Cathedral, 307 N.W. 4, 
       Oklahoma City. 

24   Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
       p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
       Catholic Church, 500 
       Alameda St., Norman. Con-
       tact Connie Lang, (405) 249-
       1041, potato.lang@gmail.com.

25   Feast of St. Mark the 
       Evangelist.

28   Feast of St. Louis Grignion de 
       Montfort.

28   Feast of St. Peter Chanel.

28   Bingo at St. James 
       Catholic Church, 6:30 p.m., 
       4201 S. McKinley Ave., 
       Oklahoma City.

29   Feast of St. Catherine of 
       Siena.

30   Feast of St. Pius V.

30    A Day of Silence, 8:30 a.m., 
        St Gregory’s Abbey, 1900 W. 
        MacArthur St., Shawnee. 
        Pre-register at retreats@
        monksok.org, (405) 878-5656. 

Calendar
This calendar only covers the two weeks between issue dates and may not reflect all of the calendar items. To see a full calendar, go to soonercatholic.org.
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30    Archdiocesan Council of 
        Catholic Women convention, 
        9:30 a.m., Catholic Pastoral 
        Center, 7501 Northwest Ex-
        pressway, Oklahoma City. 
        Visit okcaccw.com/events.

May 

1      Third Sunday of Easter.

1      St. Francis of Assisi Secular 
        Franciscan Fraternity of 
        Greater OKC meeting, 2 p.m. 
        - 4 p.m. via Zoom. Contact 
        (316) 558-0422, billfull@cox.
        net.

1      Meeting of the Third Order 
        (Lay) Dominicans, 3 p.m. - 5 
        p.m., St. Monica, Edmond 
        (St. Ambrose Building) in Rm. 
        105, for any Catholic layper-
        son drawn to religious life. 
        Call John or Mary McCler-
        non, (405) 313-6611, (405) 
        414-9407.

1      Pray the Rosary for Life, 6:30 
        p.m., at Our Lady of Lebanon 
        Catholic Church, 500 Ala-
        meda St., Norman. Contact 
        Connie Lang, (405) 249-1041, 
        potato.lang@gmail.com.

2     Feast of St. Athanasius.

3     Feast of Sts. Philip and 
       James.

5     Assembly of Catholic Profes-

       sionals luncheon, 11 a.m., 
       Petroleum Club OKC, 100 N. 
       Broadway Ave., Oklahoma 
       City. The guest speaker is Art 
       Lohsen. Visit cfook.org/acp.

6     Retrouvaille, May 6-8. Contact 
       (405) 443-3541 or 
       helpourmarriage.org.

6     Father and son retreat, May 
       6-7, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
       Catholic Camp. Cost: $25 pp, 
       ages 10 and up. Register at 
       archokc.org/fathers. Contact 
       Dcn. Joe Vandervort, (405) 
       709-2714, jvandervort@
       archokc.org

6     First Friday Sacred Heart 

       Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
       Center. Exposition of the 
       Blessed Sacrament 5:30 
       p.m.; reconciliation prior to 7 
       p.m. Mass. Call (405) 721-
       8944, (405) 528-6252.

7     Lay Missionaries of Charity 
       provides an explanation 
       through prayer and the 
       charism of St. Teresa of Cal-
       cutta. Meeting on the first 
       Saturday of the month at St. 
       Ann for Holy Mass at 9:30, 
       adoration and the Rosary. On 
       the third Saturday of the 
       month the meeting is at Holy 
       Innocents’ conference room. 
       Contact Toni Harrelson at 
       (405) 341-2199.
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Rother shrine roof, brick nearing completion
By Diane Clay 

The Sooner Catholic

OKLAHOMA CITY – For sever-
al months, the Blessed Stanley 
Rother Shrine has been blue 
and salmon as crews worked to 

finish placing roof tiles and brick. Starting 
next month, the shrine church will begin to 
resemble its Spanish Colonial style. 

The roof and brick will be completed by 
the end of June, taking a major visual step 
toward the completion and dedication of the 
shrine on Nov. 4. 

The roof of the shrine, including the large 
dome and smaller dome caps, is 30 percent 
complete. It will be covered with the same 
synthetic Spanish tile as the rest of the 
shrine roof with final roof tiles scheduled to 
be placed mid-June.

White brick already covers the sides of the 
shrine, and masonry crews are working their 
way up the front towers of the church. 

The brick work is 75 percent complete and 
will be finished by the end of May. 

Near the end of the project the zocalo will 
be completed, creating a large gathering 
space leading to the front doors of the shrine, 
complete with fountain. 

Inside the shrine, drywall has begun in the 
chapel, nave, sacristy and entry wings.

Each day, these projects are being under-
taken by 60 to 70 crew members, some of 
whom will attend Mass at the shrine church. 

The Blessed Stanley Rother Shrine will 
be blessed and dedicated at 11 a.m. Nov. 4 
with the first Mass celebrated by Archbishop 
Coakley. He will be joined by bishops from 

across the country 
and Guatemala, 
priests from Okla-
homa and other 
dioceses, religious 
men and women, 
the Rother family 
and the faithful. 
The event is open 
to the public. 

The following 
day, Nov. 5, Arch-
bishop Coakley 
will lead a pro-
cession, blessing 
and dedication of 
Tepeyac Hill on 
the shrine campus 
with statues of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
and Saint Juan 
Diego at the top.

The shrine is named for Blessed Stanley 
Rother, an Okarche farmer who in 1963 
became a priest of what was then the Diocese 
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa and served as a 
missionary in Santiago Atitlan, Guatemala. 
In 1981, Father Rother was murdered in his 
rectory during a violent civil war. The per-
petrators have never been caught. In 2016, 
Pope Francis declared him a martyr for the 
faith – the first recognized Catholic martyr 
from the United States. He was beatified in 
2017 in Oklahoma City.   

The $40 million shrine is the signature 
element of the first-ever capital campaign for 
the archdiocese – One Church, Many Dis-
ciples. The site eventually will include the 
2,000-seat church, a chapel where Blessed 

Stanley will be entombed, an edu-
cation building, an event space and 
several areas designated for shrines 
and devotion. The site will be devel-
oped over time.

Along with the Spanish colo-
nial-style church – which will be the 
largest Catholic Church in Oklahoma 
– additional elements at the shrine 
site will be a Tepeyac Hill and a mu-
seum and pilgrim center. Tepeyac Hill 
near Mexico City is where Our Lady 
of Guadalupe appeared to Saint Juan 
Diego in 1531. The pilgrim center and 

museum will welcome thousands of visitors 
each year to an experience that leads them 
through the life, witness and martyrdom of 
Blessed Stanley.

The church will host many large diocesan 
events and will help accommodate the grow-
ing Hispanic population whose parishes are 
significantly overcrowded.

The design architect for the project is 
Franck & Lohsen Architects in Washington 
D.C. They are supported by local architectur-
al firm ADG. The general contractor is The 
Boldt Company in Oklahoma City with Coo-
per Project Advisors serving as the owner’s 
representative.  

For more details and updates on dedication 
events, visit archokc.org/shrinededication. 
For more information about the Blessed 
Stanley Rother Shrine, visit rothershrine.org. 

Diane Clay is editor of the Sooner Catholic.

Photos Avery Holt, Chris Porter 
and Steve Cooper.
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